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PREFACE  TO  VOL.  I. 

Br  «aX  LATE  AUEZAKBBB  BbITTON. 


The  Historical  Becobds  oi*  New  South  Walbs  are  published 
with  the  object  of  affording  the  fullest  information  obtainable 
concerning  the  foundation^  progress^  and  goyemment  of  the 
mother  colony  of  Australia.  It  was  with  a  similar  purpose 
that  the  publication  was  commenced^  some  years  ago^  of  the 
HiSTOBT  ov  New  South  Wales  fbom  the  Records.  All  the 
material  that  the  Government  could  command  was  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  author  of  Vol.  I — Mr.  G.  B.  Barton — ^by  whom 
this  store  of  information  was  largely  drawn  upon.  But  when 
Vol.  II  of  the  Hjstobt  was  in  course  of  preparation  it  was  con- 
sidered desirable  to  make  a  change  in  the  plan.  It  was  deter- 
mined that  while  the  publication  of  the  Histoby  should  go  on^  the 
Becords  themselves^  with  the  exception  of  those  that  were  trivial 
or  formal,  should  be  printed  in  full,  in  separate  volumes,  so  that 
the  public  might  have,  on  the  one  hand,  a  historical  work  founded 
on  official  documents,  imS:<m  the  other,  the  material  upon  which 
the  narrative  had  l2^en,bas^d«    .        ^ 

The  adoption  of  this  course  serves  a  double  purpose.  In  the 
first  place,  it  enhances  the  value  of  the  Histoby,  for  it  enables 
the  reader  to  turn  at  any  point  from  the  narrative  of  the  writer 
to  the  fuller  information  which  the  reports  and  despatches  supply. 
The  advantage  gained  by  this  treatment  of  the  official  papers  is 
obvious.     No  matter  how  faithfully  a  writer  of  history  may 
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perform  his  task,  he  cannot  cover  all  the  ground;  no  matter 
how  acutely  he  may  criticise  the  actors  who  take  part  in  the 
scenes  he  describes,  he  cannot  exhibit  them  in  so  clear  a  light 
as  they  are  shown  in  their  own  writings.  Thus  the  publication 
of  the  Records  may  be  regarded  as  desirable  from  the  historical 
point  of  view. 

In  the  second  place,  the  printing  of  the  Records  gives  immediate 
and  lasting  public  value  to  State  Papers  which  would  otherwise 
be  of  service  to  the  few — only  those,  in  fact,  who  have  leisure 
to  search  the  bulky  manuscripts  which  have  been  collected  by  the 
Government.  In  the  absence  of  printed  records,  the  inquirer 
who  endeavours  to  learn  in  what  manner  New  South  Wales  was 
founded — ^how  the  settlement  was  governed  in  the  early  days — ^by 
what  steps  it  grew — ^how  difficulties  were  encountered  and  over- 
come— what  mistakes  were  made,  and  how  they  were  corrected — 
by  whom  injustice  was  perpetrated,  and  in  what  way  retribution 
fell  upon  the  oppressor — can  command  no  better  sources  of 
infonnation  than  tradition,  and  the  accounts  of  writers  who 
had  to  make  history  from  insufficient  material.  The  publication 
of  these  Records  will  place  at  his  disposal  the  best  possible 
material,  and  enable  him  to  draw  his  own  conclusions  from  direct 
testimony. 

It  is  not  entirely  a  new  departure  that  has  been  taken.  The 
importance  of  preserving  and  reproducing  national  records  is 
recognised  in  most  civilised  countries;  especially  in  Great  Britain. 
In  earlier  times,  when  Ministers  of  the  Crown  treated  official 
despatches  as  their  private  property,  and  on  quitting  office 
carried  to  their  own  houses  manuscripts  which  belonged  to  the 
nation,  little  care  was  taken  of  the  Records,  and  such  a  thing  as 
giving  information  to  the  public  concerning  them  does  not  appear 
to  have  had  any  place  in  the  minds  of  those  in  authority.  This 
indifference  no  longer  exists.  All  public  documents  are  carefully 
preserved ;  inventories  of  them  are  taken,  and  they  are  accurately 
described  in  printed  calendars.  With  a  few  exceptions,  the  State 
Papers  of  the  United  Kingdom  are  gathered  together  in  one 
place — the  Public  Record  Office,  London — and  are  kept  in  the 
custody  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  who  by  the  Public  Records 
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Act  (1  and  2  Vict.,  c.  94)  is  constituted  Keeper  of  the  Archives.* 
These  stores  of  information  are  not  simply  hoarded  up — ^they  are 
tr^ted  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  of  general  use,  and  to  bring  within 
easy  reach  of  the  historian  the  documentary  evidence  that  he 
requires.  Large  volumes,  entitled  ''  Calendars  of  State  Papers," 
consisting  of  condensations  of  the  documents  in  the  Public 
Record  Office  and  elsewhere  from  the  days  of  Henry  VIII  to 
the  Eighteenth  Century,  are  in  course  of  publication,  while  some 
of  the  earlier  Becords  are  printed  in  full. 

In  Canada  the  Becords  are  scrupulously  kept,  and  their  contents 
disclosed  for  the  information  of  the  public.  In  1872  the  Dominion 
Government  appointed  an  Archivist,  and  founded  an  Archives 
Office  at  Ottawa,  where  all  the  public  records,  with  the  exception 
of  those  retained  by  the  provincial  authorities,  are  stored.  The 
papers  consist  partly  of  original  documents,  and  partly  of  copies 
of  old  despatches  and  other  manuscripts  transcribed  by  a  staff  of 
writers  from  originals  discovered  by  the  Archivist  in  the  London 
Record  Office  and  Departments  of  State,  and  in  the  archives  of 
Paris  and  other  European  cities.  From  time  to  time  reports  are 
issued  in  which  the  Records  are  described,  and  when  considered 
necessary,  printed  in  full.  In  this  manner  the  public  is  placed 
in  possession  of  information  of  the  highest  interest  and  import- 
ance relating  to  the  early  history  of  Canada  which  had  never 
before  seen  the  light. 

In  New  South  Wales,  owing  to  the  shorter  period  of  time, 

and  the  smaller  quantity  of  material  to  be  dealt  with,  it  is  possible 

to  do  what  would  be  impracticable  under  -other  circumstances, 

that  is  to  say,  to  publish  in  full  the  Records  of  the  Colony  from 

its  foundation.     It  has  also  been  decided  to  publish  all  available 

correspondence    concerning  Captain  Cook  and  his  connection 

with  Australian  discovery.      The  Cook  Papers  form  Part  1  of 

Vol.  I.     Part  2  of  Vol.  I  contains  the  Records  relating  to  the 

establishment  of  the  Colony  and  its  progress  under  Governor 

Phillip. 

*  With  ibe  exception  of  certain  manuBcripts  in  the  British  Miueum  and  a  few 
public  libraries,  most  of  the  public  muniments  of  the  realm  are  now  placed  in  one 
Tepositoiy^  and  under  the  supervision  of  the  Master  of  the  Bolls. — Encyelapadia 
BrUanmea,  ninth  edition,  toI.  zz,  p.  813. 
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When  the  settlement  at  Port  Jackson  was  established  the  chief 
authority  was  vested  in  the  6oyem<»r;  who  not  only  goyemed  the 
Colony^  bat  administered  its  affairs.  The  ciYil  business  was 
conducted  nominally  by  a  staff,  but  much  of  the  work  fell  upon  the 
GrOYemor,  who  had  to  deal  with  matters  which  would  be  settled 
in  the  present  day  by  an  ordinary  clerk.  He  was  also  at  the 
head  of  the  naval  and  military  f  oroes,  and  was  the  principal,  it 
may  almost  be  said  the  only,  channel  of  communication  between 
the  Colonial  Government  and  the  English  authorities.  The 
reasons  which  led  the  English  Government  to  plant  a  convict 
settlement  in  New  South  Wales  are  only  briefly  indicated  in  the 
scanty  papers  discovered  in  the  State  Departments ;  but  when 
the  Colony  had  been  established,  its  affairs  formed  the  subject 
of  periodical  letters  from  the  Gx)vernors,  who  wrote  fully  about 
the  concerns  of  the  settlefiient,  receiving  in  reply  despatches  for 
their  guidajice  and  instruction.  Most  of  this  correspondence  has 
been  preserved  in  the  English  Departments  of  State,  either  in 
the  original  or  in  official  copies;  and  is  of  considerable  interest. 
The  despatches  are  full  of  information.  The  Gk)vemors  were 
required  by  their  Instructions  to  keep  the  Home  authorities  well 
informed  about  matters  great  and  small ;  and,  in  the  despatches 
sent  to  London,almost  every  transaction  that  took  place  is  minutely 
described.  More  than  this,  copies  of  all  the  Proclamations  and 
Orders,  issued  by  the  Governor  and  the  military  commander,  were 
forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  English  authorities.  These 
documents  are  recorded  with  the  other  State  Papers. 

The  history  of  the.  early  years  of  New  South  Wales  is  founded 
mainly  upon  the  despatches  sent  by  the  Governors  to  the  authori- 
ties in  England,  and  the  despatches  received  by  them  in  reply. 
The  Records  are  comprised  within  measurable  bounds,  and  as 
they  are  the  chief  material  out  of  which  history  must  be  made,  it 
has  been  decided  to  print  them  as  they  stand. 

This  course  has  been  adopted  on  the  recommendation  of 
a  Board,  consisting  of  the  late  Hon.  Geoffrey  Eagar,  Under 
Secretary  for  Finance  and  Trade  from  1872  to  1891 ;  Alexander 
Oliver,  M.A.,  President  of  the  Land  Appeal  Court,  and  formerly 
the  Parliamentary  Draftsman ;  Professor  G.  Arnold  Wood,  B.A., 
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ChalliB  Professor  of  History  at  tlie  Sydney  Unirersity  ;  and 
B.  C.  Walker,  Principal  Librarian,  Public  Library.  The  Board 
having  ascertained  the  nature  of  the  docnments  at  the  disposal 
of  the  GoYemment,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  design  with 
which  the  publication  of  the  Official  History  was  commenced 
could  not  be  fully  carried  out  unless  the  State  Papers  and  other 
official  documents  upon  which  the  work  was  based  were  made 
as  accessible  to  the  public  as  the  History  itself.  They  therefore 
recommended,  in  the  month  of  March,  1891,  that  the  publication 
of  the  Becords  was  not  only  desirable  but  necessary.  The  proposal 
received  the  approval  of  the  then  Colonial  Treasurer,  the  Hon. 
William  McMillan,  who  gave  the  necessary  authority  to  carry  out 
Ihe  work,  on  the  lines  recommended  by  the  Board.  Arrange- 
ments were  made,  accordingly,  for  printing  and  publishing  the 
despatches,  reports,  letters  and  other  papers  which  had  been 
collected. 

While  the  best  use  has  been  made  of  the  material  at  command, 
the  Becords  of  the  early  days  of  the  Colony  cannot  be  presented 
in  an  absolutely  complete  form.  Every  paper  of  consequence  that 
has  been  discovered,  or  may  be  discovered  hereafter,  will  be 
published ;  but  unfortunately  manuscripts  of  great  interest  and 
importance,  which  are  known  to  have  existed,  cannot  now  be 
found.  The  most  valuable  of  the  early  Becords  are  the  despatches 
sent  to  England  by  the  Governors,  and  the  despatches  received 
by  the  Governors  from  the  authorities  in  London.  At  Govern- 
ment House,  Sydney,  there  are  a  number  of  letter-books  contain- 
ing copies  of  the  despatches  sent  to  England,  and  the  original 
despatches  received  from  the  Home  authorities;  but  these  Becords, 
instead  of  going  back  to  1788,  the  year  in  which  New  South  Wales 
was  founded,  begin  with  1800.  Of  the  despatches  received  and 
sent  before  that  date,  during  the  Governorships  of  Phillip  and 
Hunter,  and  the  Lieutenant-Governorships  of  Grose  and  Paterson, 
there  is  no  trace.  What  has  become  of  them  it  is  impossible  to 
say.  A  hundred  years  ago  State  Papers  were  not  so  carefully 
guarded  as  they  are  now ;  the  English  system  was  loose,  and  it 
would  have  been  surprising  if  greater  care  had  been  taken  in 
Sydney  than  in  London.    Some  of  the  early  Australian  Governors 
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may  have  taken  their  papers  with  them  when  they  left  office.  On 
that  supposition  the  disappearance  of  the  despatches  from  1788 
to  1800  is  readily  explained ;  but  even  then  the  whole  case  is  not 
met,  for  public  Records  of  which  the  Governors  were  not  the 
custodians  are  also  missing. 

There  are  circumstances,  howeyer,  which  discourage  the  view 
that  Governors'  despatches  in  the  early  days  were  treated  as 
the  property  of  those  to  whom  they  were  sent.  It  is  certain  that 
they  were  not  so  treated  by  Governor  King,  and  there  seems  to 
be  no  reason  why  Phillip  and  Hunter,  Grose  and  Paterson,  should 
have  followed  a  different  practice.  We  have  the  means  of  know- 
ing exactly  the  course  pursued  by  Hunter's  immediate  successor. 
The  Hon.  Philip  Gidley  King,  M.L.C.,  has  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Government  the  books  and  papers  left  by  his  grandfather. 
Governor  King  ;  but,  while  these  manuscripts  include  copies  of 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  despatches  received  by  King  from  the 
English  Ministers  and  Under-Secretaries  of  State,  no  originals 
are  to  be  found.  The  despatches  have  been  copied  into  letter- 
books,  some  by  King  himself,  some  by  his  secretary ;  but,  while 
many  unofficial  letters  to  King  are  among  the  papers,  the  originals 
of  the  Home  despatches  are  wanting.  The  inference  is  plain. 
If  King  had  at  any  time  regarded  the  English  despatches  as  his 
own  property,  he  would  not  have  gone  to  the  trouble  of  copying 
them,  and  the  originals  would  have  been  found  among  his 
papers.  He  was  exceedingly  careful  about  his  correspondence, 
preserving  communications  of  all  kinds,  whether  trivial  or  im- 
portant, but  duplicating  nothing.  When  an  original  document  is 
met  with  there  is  no  copy.  And  the  manuscripts  at  Government 
House  show  that  when  King  relinquished  the  government  he  left 
the  originals  of  the  English  despatches  in  the  office.  If  in  doing 
so  he  acted  in  accordance  with  the  recognised  practice,  the  pre- 
sumption is  that  his  predecessors — Governors  Phillip  and  Hunter, 
and  Lieutenant-Governors  Grose  and  Paterson — ^treated  in  the 
same  way  the  despatches  received  by  them. 

What  then  has  become  of  these  manuscripts  ?  Most  probably 
they  have  been  destroyed ;  but  by  whom,  or  with  what  object, 
can  only  be  conjectured.     That  the  missing  despatches  met  with 
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tUs  &te  is  the  more  likely  from  the  fact  previously  stated-^ 
that  public  Records  of  corresponding  dates^  for  which  the  Goy- 
emors  were  not  responsible,  hare  also  disappeared.  A  strong- 
room in  the  Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  Sydney,  contains  all  the 
original  Records  of  New  South  Wales  that  can  be  found  in  the 
Colony.  These  papers  have  been  examined  and  scheduled,  and 
it  may  be  seen  at  a  glance  of  what  they  consist.  They  begin  with 
a  General  Order> dated  7th  August,  1789,  ''Instructions  to  the 
Night  Watch."  Two  other  Orders  of  no  particular  importance 
follow,  and  these  are  all  out  of  the  many  hundreds  issued  during 
Phillip's  Goyemorship  that  appear  to  have  been  preserved.  There 
is  only  one  official  paper  of  the  time  in  which  Lieutenant-Governor 
Grose  ruled — ^December,  1792,  to  December,  1794;  and  none 
whatever  belonging  to  the  administration  of  lieutenant-Governor 
Paterson — ^December,  1794,  to  September,  1795.  Hunter's 
Governorship,  which  covered  more  than  five  years — 11th  Septem- 
ber, 1795,  to  27th  September,  1800 — ^is  represented  by  one  book 
containing  copies  of  the  Orders  made  from  September,  1795,  to 
December,  1797,  and  five  or  six  papers  of  minor  importance. 
Papers  belong^g  to  the  King  period,  1800  to  1806,  are  more 
numerous ;  but  the  Records  are  scanty  and  intermittent  until  the 
term  of  Governor  Macquarie  is  reached — January,  1810.  No 
despatches  to  or  from  any  of  the  Governors  or  Lieutenant- 
Governors  have  been  preserved  in  this  Office.  The  only  manu- 
scripts of  this  class  in  Sydney  are  preserved  at  Government  House. 

The  Records,  so  far  as  Sydney  is  concerned,  are  thus  defective 
in  two  respects.  In  the  first  place,  the  despatches  from  the 
foundation  of  the  Colon}"  up  to  the  beginning  of  1800  are 
wanting ;  in  the  second  place,  the  Orders,  Proclamations,  and 
other  official  papers  showing  how  authority  was  exercised  in  the 
early  days  are  found  only  in  fragments — ^in  fact,  they  can 
scarcely  be  said  to  exist. 

But  for  the  active  search  made  in  London  by  Mr.  James 
Bonwick,  P.R.G.S.,  the  early  Records  of  New  South  Wales 
would  have  been  little  better  than  a  blank.  The  despatches  sent 
to  England  by  the  Governors,  as  well  as  the  despatches  and 
letters  transmitted  to  them,  have   been  preserved,  if  not  as 
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completely  as  could  have  been  wished,  yet  to  a  very  large  extent,  in 
the  Departments  of  State.  These  departments  have  been  thrown 
open  to  the  Grovernment,  and  the  transcriptions  that  have  been 
made  repair,  so  far  as  it  can  be  repaired,  the  loss  of  the  early 
Colonial  Records. 

The  examination  of  these  valuable  sources  of  information  was 
commenced  in  April,  1887,  when  the  then  Colonial  Secretary, 
Sir  Henry  Parkes,  through  the  Agent-Gteneral,  authorized  Mr. 
Bonwick  to  make  copies  of  certain  despatches  which  he  had  dis- 
covered. In  the  following  year,  in  view  of  the  publication  of  the 
History  of  New  South  Walbs  prom  thb  Records,  authority  was 
given  for  the  transcription  of  documents  relating  to  the  period 
during  which  Governor  Phillip  was  at  the  head  of  affairs,  t'.e. 
1788-1792.  The  information  obtained  in  this  way  proved  bo 
interesting  and  valuable  that  Mr.  Bonwick  was  instructed  to  con- 
tinue his  researches  among  the  early  Records  of  the  Colony,  and 
the  work  has  since  gone  on  without  interruption.  The  manuscript 
Records  were  not  readily  accessible ;  they  had  to  be  gathered  from 
many  departments.  The  Grovemors  in  the  early  days  were  not 
only  responsible  to  the  Home  Offict,  but,  as  naval  officers,  they  also 
owed  allegiance  to  the  Admiralty,  consequently  they  had  to  corres- 
pond with  the  Home  Secretary  and  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  with  the  Under-Secretaries  of  those  departments. 
Each  department  and  sub-department  kept  two  letter-books,  one 
for  the  Minister  and  the  other  for  the  Under-Secretary,  so  that  it 
was  necessary  to  examine  four  different  sources  of  information  for 
the  purpose  of  discovering  what  had  passed  between  the  Governors 
and  the  English  authorities. 

In  dealing  with  the  Records  belonging  to  a  still  earlier  period — 
that  in  which  the  establishment  of  a  settlement  in  New  South 
Wales  was  discussed — ^the  ground  to  be  covered  was  wider  still, 
though  not  so  productive.  In  making  preparations  for  the  des- 
patch of  the  First  Fleet  many  departments  and  sub-departments 
were  engaged — ^the  Home  Office,  which  had  general  direction  of 
the  business;  the  Admiralty,  which  undertook  the  equipment  and 
officering  of  the  ships,  and  the  appointment  of  the  force  of  marines 
which  guarded  the  transports  and  formed  the  garrison  at  Port 
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Jackson ;  the  Treasnrj^  wliioh  made  the  fiaancial  arrangements ; 
the  Traneport  QfEioe^  whiok  had  to  do  with  the  oonviot-ahips ;  and 
the  Yictnallii^  Department,  whidi  provifiioned  the  fleet.  When 
the  marines  were  replaced  by  the  special  corps  raised  by  Major 
Grose,  known  afterwards  as  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  another 
Departnaent  of  State,  that  of  War,  was  brought  into  operation; 
and,  accordingly,  oorrespondenoe  between  that  Department  and 
the  Home  Office,  and  between  the  officials  at  the  War  Office  and 
the  officers  of  the  Corps,  took  its  place  amongst  the  Records. 
Three  of  the  transports  which,  with  the  worship  Sirias  and  its 
tender  the  Supply,  constituted  the  First  Fleet,  were  under  char- 
ter to  the  East  India  Company  to  take  cargoes  of  tea  from  China 
to  London,  after  landing  convicts  and  stores  at  Port  Jackson ; 
and,  at  a  subsequent  stage,  the  Company,  in  its  opposition  to 
Australian  trade  with  the  East,  figured  largely  in  the  official 
correspondence  relating  to  New  South  Wales.  The  Becords  of 
the  India  Office'  are  therefore  another  source  of  information. 

The  transcripts  which  haye  been  despatched  to  Sydney  are 
thus  gathered  from  a  wide  field,  embracing  as  it  does  the  Public 
Record  Office,  the  British  Museum,  the  Home  Office,  the  Colonial 
Office,  the  War  Office,  the  Privy  Council  Office,  the  Admiralty, 
the  India  Office,  and  Somerset  House.  The  documents  had  to 
be  searched  for,  and  the  work  was  not  without  difficulty,  owing 
to  the  imperfect  and  unsystematic  way  in  which  official  records 
were  kept  in  the  early  days.  Some  documents — ^the  earlier  Orders 
and  Proclamations,  for  example — cannot  be  found  at  all ;  others, 
which  were  believed  to  be  missing,  such  as  the  Commissions  of 
the  early  Governors,  have  been  discovered  in  the  Home  Office, 
after  a  patient  search,  in  which  valuable  assistance  was  given 
by  the  officers  of  the  department.  A  number  of  the  despatches 
copied  by  the  transcribers  in  London  escaped  notice  in  the  first 
instance  because  they  had  been  placed  amongst  papers  relating 
to  the  Ajnerican  colonies. 

While  the  principal  storehouse  of  facts  concerning  the  early 
days  of  the  Colony  is  the  Public  Becord  Office  and  the  Depart- 
inents  of  State  in  London,  information  has  been  obtained  from 
other  sources.      Six  yecurs  ago  the  Agent-General,   Sir  Saul 
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Samuel^  acting  under  instructions  from  the  Goyemment  at 
Sydney,  purchased  from  Lord  Braboume  a  valuable  collection 
of  papers  relating  to  the  settlement  of  New  South  Wales.  They 
were  once  known  as  "The  Braboume  Papers";  they  are  now 
known  as  "  The  Banks  Papers/'  The  grandfather  of  the  present 
Lord  Braboume  was  related  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  and,  in  that 
way,  the  papers  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Braboume  family. 
Sir  Joseph  Banks,  as  pointed  out  in  Vol.  I  of  the  History  of 
New  South  Wales  peom  the  Recoeds,  took  an  active  part  in  the 
consultations  and  negotiations  which  led  to  the  settlement  of  the 
Colony;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  his  representations, 
founded  upon  what  he  saw  of  the  country  during  his  visit  to 
Botany  Bay  with  Captain  Cook  in  the  Endeavour,  did  a  ^eat  deal 
towards  bringing  about  the  settlement  of  New  South  Wales. 
After  the  Colony  had  been  established  he  watched  its  fortunes 
with  a  parental  eye,  and  the  deep  interest  which  he  took  in  its 
welfare  is  shown  by  the  correspondence  that  has  come,  through 
Lord  Brabourne,  into  the  possession  of  the  Grovernment  of 
New  South  Wales.  These  manuscripts  are  apparently  only  a 
part  of  the  papers  that  Sir  Joseph  kept  with  regard  to  this 
Colony.  The  '^  Banks  Papers"  were  discovered  by  accident  in 
Sir  Joseph  Banks^s  old  house  in  Soho  Square,  but  these  manu- 
scripts are  only  a  portion  of  the  correspondence  which  Sir 
Joseph  had  with  English  Ministers,  and  with  Australian  Gover- 
nors, settlers,  and  explorers.  Many  of  his  manuscripts  relating 
to  Australian  afFairs  have  been  lost  or  destroyed.  The  papers 
begin  with  four  letters  from  Captain  Cook  (originals),  and  go 
up  to  1814,  six  years  before  Sir  Joseph's  death.  The  absence 
of  letters  to  or  from  Phillip,  with  whom  Sir  Joseph  Banks 
corresponded,  the  fact  that  there  are  no  manuscripts  of  later 
date  than  1814,  and  other  considerations,  indicate  that  the  col- 
lection, precious  as  it  is,  is  only  the  remnant  of  a  large  store  of 
papers  relating  to  the  foundation  and  settlement  of  New  South 
Wales. 

The  manuscnpts  of  Governor  King,  referred  to  on  page  x, 
which  havT  been  lent  to  the  Government  by  the  Hon.  Philip 
Gidley  Kiag,  M.L.C.,  are  extensive  and  important.     They  con- 
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Stat  of  a  Journal;  in  two  yolnmes,  kept  partlj  on  board  the 
Sirins*  on  the  voyage  from  England  to  Botany  Bay  with  the 
First  Fleet  of  Transports,  and  partly  at  Norfolk  Island^  where 
King  acted  as  Commandant  and  Superintendent  from  March, 
1788,  to  March,  1790,  under  a  Commission  issued  by  Phillip  as 
Goyemor  of  New  South  Wales  and  its  Dependencies ;  a  letter- 
book,  containing  copies  of  despatches  received  and  sent  both 
doring  King's  term  as  Commandant  and  during  his  subsequent 
command  as  Lieutenant-Govemor,  under  Commission  from  the 
Crown,  from  November,  1791,  to  October,  1796;  four  letter- 
books,  kept  during  his  term  as  Governor  of  New  South  Wales, 
from  September,  1800,  to  August,  1806 ;  and  original  letters  and 
despatches,  extending  from  1799  to  1811.  It  should  be  pointed 
ont  with  regard  to  the  despatches  recorded  in  the  letter-books 
that  King  during  his  first  term  at  Norfolk  Island  corresponded 
with  Governor  Phillip,  from  whom  he  derived  his  authority; 
while  during  his  Lieutenant-Governorship  at  Norfolk  Island  and 
his  Grovemorship  at  Sydney  he  was  in  direct  communication  with 
the  Home  Office  and  other  Departments  of  State  in  England. 
While  acting  as  Lieutenant-Govemor  of  Norfolk  Island,  from 
November,  1791,  to  October,  1796,  King  wrote  a  Second  Journal, 
a  copy  of  which  is  amongst  the  transcripts  sent  from  England  to 
the  Government  in  Sydney. 

As  the  papers  given  in  these  volumes  form  the  basis  of  the 
HiSTOBY  OF  New  South  Wales  from  the  Records,  which  is  pub- 
lished concurrently,  they  are  presented  without  comment,  and 
without  any  attempt  to  explain  the  story  they  tell.  The  proper 
place  for  description,  analysis,  and  comment  is  the  History  itself. 
The  Records  are  given  here  as  they  were  found,  and  they  speak 
for  themselves.  Where  it  has  been  considered  necessary  to  ex- 
plain the  relation  of  papers  to  each  other,  or  to  give  information 
concerning  persons  and  places,  as  an  aid  to  the  reader  in  studying 
the  Records,  the  Editor  has  written  the  necessary  notes,  which 
are  printed  at  the  foot  of  the  page,  but  no  alteration  of  the  text 
has  been  made  in  any  case.  Errors  of  composition  and  spelling 
are  allowed  to  go  without  correction ;  in  a  word,  the  Records  as 
*  King  came  oat  to  New  Soath  Wales  as  Second  LieutenaDt  of  ^the  Sirias. 
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printed  are  literal  transcripts  of  the  originals.  This  is  the  plan 
now  generally  adopted  in  the  reproduction  of  manuscripts;  indeed 
no  other  course  could  be  pursued  without  mutilating  the  originals. 
The  papers  are  arranged  in  chronological  order^  except  where  a 
despatch  of  a  given  date  contains  enclosures  of  earlier  dates ;  and 
a  comprehensive  Index  is  given  with  each  volume. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  examining  the  Records  from  1788  to  1789 
that  duplicates  are  given  of  some  of  the  documents  printed  in 
Vol.  I  of  the  HisTOBT  of  New  South  Wales  fboh  the  Kbcobbs. 
It  was  impossible  to  avoid  this  repetition.  The  Records  stand  by 
themselves^  and  they  must  be  given  intact.  For  this  reason^  the 
documents  published  in  Vol.  I  of  the  History  have  been  reprinted; 
in  future  issues,  however,  repetitions  will  not  occur.  In  the  His- 
torical Records  will  be  found  the  full  text  of  the  papers ;  in  the 
History  they  will  be  digested  and  explained.  The  writer  of  Vol.  I 
made  such  use  of  the  manuscripts  as  the  space  at  his  disposal 
allowed  ;  the  broader  plan  now  adopted  gives  the  facts  in  one  set 
of  volumes  and  the  historical  narrative  in  another.  In  this  way 
the  full  Records  will  appear  in  print,  while  the  History  will  not 
be  burdened  by  long  extracts  and  quotations.  It  is  believed  that 
by  the  adoption  of  this  course  the  convenience  of  the  reader  will 
be  consulted,  and  the  object  which  the  Grovemment  has  in  view 
carried  into  effect. 

ALEXANDER  BRITTON. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


The  Records  published  in  this  Voliime  comprise  the  State 
Papers  and  other  documents  having  reference  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government  of  New  South  Wales  by  Captain 
John  Hunter,  B.N. 

As  might  be  expected,  Governor  Hunter  is  the  central  figure. 
His  despatches  to  the  Home  Government  are  numerous  and 
lengthy,  and  form  in  themselves  a  fairly  complete  record  of  the 
public  affairs  of  the  Colony  during  his  period  of  power. 

John  Hunter's  career  in  the  Navy,  prior  to  his  appointment  to 
H.M.S.  Sirius,  had  been  somewhat  uneventful.  Bom  at  Leith, 
on  29th  August,  1737,*  he  entered  the  Navy  as  captain's 
servant  in  May,  1754.  In  1756  and  1756  he  served,  first 
as  an  able  seaman,  and  subsequently  as  a  midshipman,  and 
although  he  passed  his  examination  at  the  Navy  Office  for  a 
lieutenant  in  February,  1760,  and  had,  according  to  one  authority, 
"  acquired  as  great  a  share  of  professional  knowledge  as  was  to 
be  found  in  the  generality  of  young  men  at  his  time  of  life,"t 
it  was  not  until  1780  that  he  received  his  Commission.  Hunter 
was  then  43  years  of  age,  and  had  served  as  midshipman  (1756 
to  1764),  master's  mate  (1764  to  1767),  and  master  (1767  to 
1780)  in  almost  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

*  With  hardlv  an  exception,  Hunter's  biographers  have  given  the  date  of  his 
birth  as  September,  1738.  The  following  is  we  entry  in  the  renter  of  births  and 
baptisms,  still  extant,  in  the  parish  of  South  Leith :— '*  Wilkam  Hunter,  ship- 
master in  Leith,  and  Helen  Drummond,  his  spouse,  had  a  son,  John,  bom  29th 
August,  and  baptized  1st  September,  1737,  with  Archbald  Cameron,  land-waiter 
there,  and  William  Hunter  Taylor,  burgess,  of  Edge."  The  same  register  contains 
entries  of  the  birth  of  Hunter's  three  sisters,  Janet,  Agnes,  and  Margaret,  and  his 
two  brothers  James  and  Archibald. 

t  Naval  Chronicle,  vol.  vi,  p.  353. 
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The  first  action  of  any  importance  in  which  he  took  part 
was  the  Expedition  against  Bochefort  (1757)^  under  Sir  Charles 
Knowles.  In  1759  he  served  under  Sir  Charles  Saunders  at  the 
reduction  of  Quebec^  and  in  1776  Lord  Howe  offered  him  the 
post  of  master^  of  his  flagship^  the  Eagle^  in  which  the  Admiral 
was  setting  out  to  assume  the  chief  oommand  of  the  North 
American  station.  Hunter  accepted  the  post^  and  so  distinguished 
himself  in  navigating  the  vessels  of  the  fleet  up  the  Delaware 
and  Chesapeake  and  in  the  defence  of  Sandy  Hook^  that  upon 
returning  to  England  Lord  Howe  recommended  him  strongly  for 
promotion^  stating  that  Hunter^ ''  from  his  knowledge  and  expert 
ence  in  all  the  branches  of  his  profession,  was  justly  entitled  to 
the  character  of  a  distinguished  offioer.''  No  notice,  however, 
was  taken  of  Lord  Howe's  recommendation;  but  a  few  yean 
afterwards,  when  serving  in  the  West  Indies  under  Sir  George 
Rodney,  that  Admiral  gave  Hunter  a  commission  as  lieutenant, 
and  it  was  confirmed  by  the  Admiralty. 

From  this  period  Hunter's  promotion  was  rapid.  In  1782  we 
find  him  first  lieutenant  of  the  Victory^  the  vessel  of  his  patron. 
Lord  Howe,  and  in  November  of  the  same  year  he  was  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  Marquis  de  Seignelay. 

The  Peace  of  Paris  in  1783  put  an  end  to  naval  promotion  for 
the  time  being ;  but  Lord  Howe,  who  had  accepted  the  office  of 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  did  not  forget  his  prot^g^,  and 
when  the  scheme  for  transporting  convicts  to  New  South  Wales 
was  decided  upon,  he  promoted  Hunter  to  the  rank  of  post- 
captain,  and  appointed  him  second  captain  of  the  Sirius  under 
Governor  Phillip. 

The  voyage  of  the  Sirius  to  New  South  Wales,  and  Hunter's 
movements  up  to  the  wreck  of  the  Sirius  at  Norfolk  Island,  as 
well  as  his  voyage  to  England,  have  already  been  dealt  with  in 
previous  volumes. 

Upon  his  return  to  England  an  inquiry  was  held  by  the 
Admiralty  into  the  cause  of  the  wreck  of  the  Sirius,  and  Hunter 
and  his  officers  were  honorably  acquitted. 

*  The  master  ranked  with,  bat  mui  aabordliuite  in  eommaiid  to,  the  lieuteaaats. 
He  was  entmsted  with  the  naviffation  of  the  yeeael  under  the  immediate  direotiona 
of  the  captain.  The  office  has  oeen  abolished,  and  the  duties  are  now  perfwmed 
by  the  *' navigating  lientenmt." 


VfhMk  it  beoMM  known  thai  Go^rwnor  PhilKp's  hmlih  would 
not  admit  of  bk  rotarn  to  tho  Colony,  HnntaTi  than  serving  m  a 
Tofanrteer  oaptain  on  Lord  Howe's  flagship,  the  Queen  Charlotte, 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Bight  Hon.  Henry  Dnndas,  in  whioh 
he  alluded  to  his  servioes  in  the  Colony  and  his  knowledge  of  its 
requiremAntSy  and  implied  for  the  position  of  Governor.*  This 
letter  was  backed  up  by  one  from  Lord  Howe  to  the  Earl  of 
Chatham^  advooating  in  the  strongest  terms  Hunter's  claims.t 
These  letters  were  written  in  October,  1793.  The  next  allusion 
to  the  matter  whioh  the  Becords  contain  is  a  letter  dated  4th 
January,  1794,  from  Hunter  to  Under-Secretary  Nepean,^  in- 
quizii^  when  ha  would  be  appointed  to  the  Ooyemorship,  ''  as  I 
shall  hare  to  do  much  to  prepare  mysdf  for  the  royage."  The 
order  for  maVing  out  hii  Commission  was  dated  23rd  January, 
1794.  The  official  notification  of  the  appointment  appeared  in 
the  Idmdon  GhuetU  of  5th  February,  1794;  and  his  Commission 
passed  the  Great  Seal  on  the  following  day. 

The  Beliance  and  Supply  were  put  into  Commission  in  March, 
1794,  but  it  was  not  until  February,  1795,  that  they  sailed, 
arriying  at  Tenerifle  4th  March,  Rio  de  Janeiro  6th  May^  and 
Sydney  on  7th  September  of  the  same  year. 

Hjmter's  difficulties  commenced  as  soon  as  he  assumed  office. 
When  he  accepted  the  position  he  looked  forward  to  a  life  of 
dignity  and  ease,  but  it  was  not  long  before  he  was  ''  awakened 
from  that  dream  of  comfort  and  satisfaction,  the  prospect  of 
which  I  had  so  vainly  indulged.''§  In  his  first  letter  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland  he  complained  that  there  was  scarcely  a  pound 
of  salt  proTisions  in  the  store,  and  that  the  Colony  was  ''  destitute 
of  every  kind  of  tool  used  in  agriculture."  || 

A  few  weeks  afterwards  he  complained  that  the  military  force 
was  insufficient,^  that  there  was  not  a  bam,  granary,  or  store* 
house,*'*'  and  that  he  was  so  short  of  convict  labourers  that  he 
could  not  carry  on  necessary  public  works.  Fully  a  thousand  more 
male  convicts  were  requxred«tt    In  fact,  he  assured  the  Duke  of 

•VoLii«rw78.  HinUr WMpsmmt <m  Lofd  How't fltgriiip st tiis od^brntwl 
eniEMnneiBt  off  Uahaat,  on  lat  JiuMb  1794. 

tlb.,I>.74  $Ib..p.lCL  |PM,p.674.  llVoLB,  p.3ia 

iril>.,p.StBL  ••Po(rt,p.75.  nVoLii,p.Sia 
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Portland  that  when  he  landed  he  could  "  scarcely  call  together 
twenty  for  any  public  purpose  at  Sydney/^*  so  entirely  had  they 
been  absorbed  by  the  military  and  civil  officers  and  the  principal 
citizens. 

In  December,  1795,  he  informed  the  authorities  in  London  that 
he  had  not  an  article  of  clothing  in  the  stores,  and  that  the  people 
were  nearly  naked.f  In  November  of  the  following  year  a  supply 
was  received  from  England,  but  this  was  soon  exhausted,  and  in 
September,  1798,  the  people  were, '' literally  speaking,  nearly 
naked,  and  great  numbers  without  a  bed  or  blanket  to  lie  upon/*  J 
In  a  private  letter  to  the  Under-Secretary  of  the  Home  Depart- 
ment Hunter  beseeched  him  to  recollect  that  *'  the  whole  Colony 
are  actually  naked,''§  and  complained  of  the  anxiety  he  suffered 
from  hourly  petitions  which  he  was  powerless  to  comply  with. 
No  supplies  arrived ;  on  the  other  hand,  while  the  people  were 
'^  working  in  the  fields  and  other  places,  literally  as  naked  as 
the  natives  of  the  country,'*  ||  the  transports  Chmges,  Britannia, 
Barwell,  and  Hillsborough  entered  the  Heads  with  cargoes  of 
convicts,  who  had  been  shipped  from  England  with  nothing  but 
the  clothes  in  which  they  stood.  In  one  instance,  out  of  three 
hundred  convicts  embarked,  ninety-five  died  on  the  passage  out, 
and  the  remainder  were  landed  in  the  middle  of  winter  with 
nothing  to  cover  them  but  the  fever  infected  rags  in  which  they 
had  made  the  long  and  tedious  voyage  from  England. 

One  of  Hunter's  greatest  embarrassments  arose  from  the  number 
of  convicts  whose  terms  of  transportation  had  expired,  and  who 
were  consequently  under  no  governmental  control  whatever.  Of 
these,  a  number  hung  about  the  settlements  procuring  a  more  or 
less  precarious  living  by  casual  labour  for  the  officers  or  farmers. 
Others  betook  themselves  to  the  woods,  some  living  in  bands, 
others  herding  with  the  natives.  In  time,  these  embryotic  bush- 
rangers became  the  scourge  of  the  outlying  districts,  living  by 
pillaging  the  homesteads  of  the  industrious  settlers.  In  June, 
1797,  there  were  no  less  than  seven  hundred  men  whose  sentences 
had  expired,  and  who  supported  themselves  without  Government 
aid.lf     It  must  not,  of  course,  be  concluded  from  this  that  the 
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expirees^  as  a  class^  reverted  to  their  criminal  practices.  A  large 
namber  of  them  became  enterprising  and  industrious  farmers^  to 
whose  efforts  the  extension  of  the  settlement  under  Hunter  was 
largely  due ;  in  fact^  it  is  evident  .that  when  Hunter  assumed 
command  the  emancipists  and  expirees  were  becoming  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  population  of  the  Colony.  Together  with 
the  settlers  from  the  marines^  they  received  every  encouragement 
from  the  Grovemment  in  the  shape  of  grants  of  land,  live  stock, 
implements  and  stores^  and  an  undertaking  on  the  part  of 
Government  to  purchase  their  grain  when  garnered.* 

Before  Governor  Hunter  had  been  long  in  the  Colony,  he  had 
reason  to  complain  of  the  violent  and  mutinous  conduct  of  the 
soldiery.  The  climax  appears  to  have  been  reached  in  February, 
1796,  when  the  part  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  off  duty  at 
Sydney,  made  a  raid  upon  the  house  of  the  foreman  of  carpenters, 
who  had  caused  one  of  their  comrades  to  be  arrested.  After 
severely  maltreating  the  caq)enter,  they  razed  his  house  to  the 
ground  and  destroyed  all  his  furniture.  Governor  Hunter  im- 
mediately caUed  upon  the  Corps  to  surrender  the  rin^eaders,  and 
issued  warrants  for  the  apprehension  of  four  of  the  soldiers  who 
were  known  to  have  taken  part  in  the  outrage.  He  wrote  to 
the  commanding  officer,  Captain  Paterson,  dilating  upon  the 
apparent  disposition  of  the  military  to  hold  in  contempt  the  civil 
power,  and  declared  their  conduct  in  this  instance  to  be  ^'  the 
most  violent  and  outrageous  that  was  ever  heard  of  by  any  British 
regiment  whatever."  t  But  before  the  warrants  were  executed  Cap- 
tain John  Macarthur  waited  on  the  Governor,  and  in  the  name  of 
the  offending  members  of  the  Corps  expressed  their  contrition 
and  their  willingness  to  indemnify  the  sufferer,  and  Hunter,  some- 
what weakly,  withdrew  the  warrants.  The  Duke  of  Portland, 
commenting  on  this  act  of  leniency,  ren[iarked  that  he  '^  could  not 
well  imagine  anything  like  a  justifiable  excuse  for  not  bringing 
the  four  soldiers  who  were  deposed  against  to  a  court-martial, 
and  punishing  them  with  the  utmost  severity .''{ 

When  reporting  the  circumstances  of  the  outrage  to  the  British 
Government,  Hunter  seized  the  opportunity  to  inveigh  against 
the  manner  in  which  the  Corps  had  been  recruited.    He  declared 
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that  amongst  tbe  soldiers  were  to  be  found  men  "  superior  in 
every  species  of  infamy  to  the  most  expert  in  wickedness  amongst 
the  convicts/'*  There  is,  however,  no  evidence  to  show  that  tke 
privates  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  were  any  worse  than  tihe 
average  British  soldier  of  the  day.  The  system  of  reeroitii^  was 
the  same  in  both  cases,  and  Major  Grose,  who  had  considetable 
experience  in  raising  forces  in  Englaad,  assured  the  Secretary  of 
War  that ''  the  men,  in  general,  condnot  themselves  nnoe  under 
my  command  with  the  greatest  propriety,  and  I  am  happy  to  ssy 
give  constant  satisftetion  to  both  Army  and  Kavy  that  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  them/'t 

It  will  be  noticed  that  Hunter  did  not  include  the  officers  in 
his  sweeping  denunciation ;  they,  he  admitted,  were  powerless  to 
prevent  the  soldiers  from  fraternising  with  imfamous  characters, 
to  which  he  attributed  their  turbulent  tendencies.  He  suggested 
that  they  should  be  relieved  once  in  tiiree,  four,  or  five  years^  as 
other  garrisons  were,  and  in  all  probability  had  this  advice  been 
acted  upon  the  disturbances  which  culminated  in  ike  deposition 
of  Governor  Bligh  would  not  have  occurred.  But,  although  Hunter 
exonerated  the  officers  in  this  particular,  in  another  respect  he 
held  them  to  a  great  extent  responsible  for  the  '^confusion,  die* 
order,  and  licentiousness ''{  of  which  he  so  constantly  complained 
in  his  despatches. 

The  system  introduced  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Grose  of  pur- 
chasing the  produce  of  officers'  farms,  while  it  helped  the  Govern- 
ment to  tide  over  many  a  period  of  scarcity,  was  the  indirect 
cause  of  incalculable  mischief.  Confined  at  first  to  the  purchase 
of  wheat  or  maiee,  the  system  gradually  extended  until  many 
of  the  officers  appear  to  have  paid  almost  as  much  attention 
to  tiie  interchange  of  goods  as  they  did  to  their  professional 
duties.  Hunter  complained  frequently  and  bitterly  to  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  point.  Writing  on  the  1st  June,  1797,  he  remarked 
that "  this  spirit  for  trade,  which  I  must  ever  consider  in  the 
manner  it  is  carried  on  here  to  be  highly  disgraceful  to  men  who 
hold  in  their  hand  a  Commission  signed  by  His  Majesty,  has  been 
carried  so  far  that  it  has  now  reached  aU  the  inferior  appoint- 
ments, so  that  it  has  absorbed  all  their  time  and  attention,  and 
*  Post,  p.  gS.  t  Vol  i»  part  3,  p.  373.  4:Pesk,p^  168-9. 
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Oe  pabUc  duty  of  their  respective  oAoes  are  entirely  neglected^ 
to  Oie  no  smiU  injury  of  His  Majesty's  Senrioe/'*  On  the  lOth 
Jannacy^  1798^  he  returned  again  to  the  subjeot,  assuring  the 
Duke  of  Porttand  that  ^unless  some  mode  is  established  for 
poMi^  an  effectual  stop  to  the  trading  of  the  offioers  and  others^ 
and  oomseqnently  to  the  immenoe  prices  from  time  to  time  im- 
posed upon  the  articles  in  requisition^  instead  of  our  cultivation 
increasing^  I  fear  we  shall  raise  less  grain  every  year.  The 
settlera  are  so  frequentiy  mined,  their  crops  mortgaged,  their 
ponKms  imprnoned,  and  their  families  beggared«'*t 

It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  while  Hunter's  despatches  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland  and  to  Under  Secretary  King  contain  repeated 
complaints  of  the  servants  of  the  Crown^  military  and  civil, 
engaging  in  trade,  and  even  trafficking  in  spirits,  yet  we  look  in 
vain  for  any  Public  Order  or  Proclamation  in  which  the  most 
distant  allusion  was  made  to  the  subject.  The  practice  of  retailing 
spirits  in  unlicensed  houses,  the  interchange  of  grain  for  spirits, 
and  the  erection  of  stills  were  prohibited  under  the  severest 
penalties  j  but  nowhere  do  we  find  any  distinct,  specific  order, 
such  as  we  might  expect,  tiiat  **  no  officer,  civil  or  military,  shall 
be  allowed  to  engage  in  trade/' 

Wearied,  at  length,  of  Hunter's  reiterated  complaints  that  the 
difficulties  he  had  to  contend  with,  and  the  depravity  and  poverty 
of  the  lower  orders,  were  directly  traceable  to  the  spirit  traffic, 
the  Duke  of  Portland  informed  him,  plainly,  that  the  remedy  lay 
in  his  own  hands ;  that  ''  it  is  certainly  within  your  power,  as 
well  as  it  is  your  duty,  to  prohibit,  by  the  most  positive  orders, 
all  officers  of  the  Grovemment,  civil  or  military,  from  selling  any 
spirituous  liquors  to  the  convicts  or  settlers."^ 

So  universal  had  the  practice  of  officers  engaging  in  trade 
become,  that  in  June,  1798,  an  agreement^  was  entered  into  by 
the  whole  of  the  military  officers  and  some  of  the  principal  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Colony  to  act  as  factors  in  regard  to  shipments  of 
goods  imported  into  the  Colony  by  private  speculators.  By  this 
agreement  an  undertaking  was  entered  into  to  elect  two  officers, 

•  Poftt»  F-  213.  ^        t  lb.,  p.  846.  t  lb.,  p.  490. 

§  The  tenns  of  this  ftgreemsnt  wfllbe  found  on  psge  406,  post. 


xxnii  IKTEODUOTIOy. 

who,  on  behalf  of  the  whole,  should  purchase  such  "  goods,  wares, 
OP  merchandise "  as  were  brought  into  the  harbour  for  sale  in 
any  private  vessel.  The  parties  bound  themselves  in  a  penalty 
of  £1,000  not  to  purchase  any  goods  which  their  representatives 
had  been  unable  to  procure,  even  though  the  same  had  become 
the  property  of  a  private  individual,  and  were  exposed  in  the  town 
for  sale.  They  further  undertook  to  '^  avoid  the  company  of  any 
individual,  and  to  consider  him  an  infamous  character ,^^  who 
departed  from  the  agreement.  Hunter,  strangely  enough,  did 
not  realise  how  dangerous  a  privilege  the  officers  were  claiming ; 
on  the  other  hand,  he  regarded  it  as  an  indication  of  public 
spirit  on  their  part,  and  in  Public  Orders*  advised  the  inhabitants 
to  keep  their  "  money  until  they  are  apprised  by  Public  Notice 
that  a  cargo  has  been  bought,  the  officers  having  undertaken 
the  trouble  of  officiating  as  agents  for  the  general  benefit  of  the 
whole  Colony .*' 

The  Duke  of  Portland  did  not,  however,  view  the  matter  in 
the  same  light.  He  informed  Hunter  that  he  was  apprehensive 
lest  the  Public  Order  should  be  construed  "  as  a  sanction  to 
officers  engaging  in  traffic,  and  as  an  apology  for  the  proceed- 
ings, which  I  have  but  too  much  reason  to  fear  may  be  found 
to  have  disgraced  his  Majesty^  s  Service  in  the  persons  of  several 
officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps."t  He  even  went 
further,  and  on  26th  February,  1799,  informed  Hunter  that  the 
practice  of  officers  dealing  in  trade,  other  than  the  produce  of 
their  farms,  was  so  utterly  inconsistent  with  their  professional 
character  and  the  duties  annexed  to  it,  that  he  could  not  bring 
himself  to  believe  that  Hunter  had  allowed  a  suspicion  of  it  to 
remain  unsatisfied,  and  that  in  case  his  tenderness  for  the 
profession  had  made  him  unwilling  to  take  action,  he  was 
immediately  to  hold  an  investigation,  and  if  satisfactory  proof 
was  forthcoming,  the  offending  officer  was  to  be  sent  home  for 
trial.  J  At  the  same  time,  the  Commander-in-Chief  directed 
Lieut.-Colonel  Paterson,  who  was  then  in  London,  to  embrace 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  returning  to  his  regiment,  "  where 
it  is  hoped  your  presence  will  materially  contribute  in  some 
*  Post,  p.  408.  t  lb.,  p.  734.  X  lb.,  pp.  637,  ©38. 
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measure  to  restore  the  credit  which  has  hitherto  attached  to  the 
character  of  a  British  officer^  bat  which  has  in  this  instance  been 
sullied/'* 

These  were  not  by  any  means  the  only  difficulties  which  Hunter 
had  to  contend  with.  Many  of  the  inferior  civil  officers  were  of 
little  or  no  use.  Two  of  them  he  complained  were  "  sad  impo- 
sitions.*'t  A  third  was  an  "  incorrigible  drunkard."!  He  was 
hampered  by  a  number  of  helpless  invalids^  who  were  merely 
a  dead  weight  on  the  store.  He  was  short  of  naval  stores  and 
fire-arms,  and  '^  the  boats  were  gone  to  ruin  and  decay."  The 
indiscriminate  traffic  in  spirits,  and  the  excessive  consumption 
thereof  by  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  had  been  carried  on 
"  to  the  destruction  of  all  order ;  to  the  almost  total  extinction 
of  every  spark  of  religion  ;  to  the  encouragement  of  gambling  ; 
the  occasion  of  frequent  robbery's  ;  and,  concerned  am  I  to  add, 
to  several  very  recent  and  shocking  murders."§  Nothing,  he 
assured  the  Duke  of  Portland,  but  an  immediate  correction  of  the 
abuses  which  existed  would  prevent  the  colony  from  being  '^  a 
disgrace  to  the  country  under  whose  protection  we  live,  .  .  . 
and  a  continual  load  upon  her  shoulders."  ||  He  bitterly  com- 
plained that  he  was  confronted  with  accumulated  difficulties, 
which  had  been  "continually  growing  from  some  unfortunate 
cause  or  other,  and  obstructing  every  endeavour  and  exertion  I 
use  for  the  welfare  of  this  distant  colony  " ;%  and  that  the  object 
appeared  to  be  to  "heap  one  vexation  on  another  until  the  weight 
should  be  felt  too  heavy  for  me  singly  to  bear."**  No  better 
proof  can  be  given  of  the  lax  system  which  prevailed  under  the 
military  regime  than  the  fact  that  Hunter  found,  soon  after  his 
arrival,  that  150  settlers  were  in  possession  of  farms  with  no  other 
title  than  a  slip  of  paper  on  which  the  Commanding  Officer  had 
written,  "  A.  B.  has  my  permission  to  settle,"tt  ^^^  t^«^*  num- 
bers of  these  settlers  were  convicts,  whose  sentences  had  not 
expired.JJ 

That  the  general  tone  of  Hunter's  despatches  was  one  of 
complaint,  and  frequently  of  querulous  complaint,  is  true ;  but 
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it  is  none  the  less  true  that  he  finnly  believed  in  the  ultbaate 
praspmty  of  the  settlement.  He  informed  the  Dnke  of  Portland 
that^  notwithstaBding  the  abases  which  existed^  he  had  not  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  that  the  colony  would  prosper.*  In  a  letter 
to  Under-Secretary  King  he  assured  him  that  although  the  settle- 
ment might  not  have  answered  the  expectations  of  Gtovemment^ 
yet  that  he  was  confident  the  fault  did  not  lie  in  the  nature  of 
the  country .f  And  in  a  private  letter  to  Sir  Samuel  Bentham, 
after  dwelling  on  the  abuses  which  existed,  we  find  him  asserting 
that  the  country  was  a  good  one  and  would  do  well4 

The  interest  taken  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks  in  the  Colony  con- 
tinued unabated  during  the  goyemorship  of  Captain  Hunter.  He 
procured  from  the  British  Government  the  most  liberal  con- 
cessions to  persons  desirous  of  leaving  England  as  emigrantB.§ 
He  was  indefatigable,  as  the  correspondence  published  in  this 
volume  will  show,  in  procuring  plants,  seeds,  and  useful  imple- 
ments and  machinery  for  the  Colony,  and  in  sending  out  scientists 
and  others  to  develop  its  resources,  to  explore  its  coasts,  and  to 
penetrate  into  its  interior. 

At  a  time  when  it  was  the  custom  in  England  to  regard  the 
Colony  as  an  expensive  and  useless  encumbrance,  Banks  alone 
looked  cheerfully  to  its  future.  He  appears  to  have  been  firmly 
convinced  that  the  newly  acquired  island-continent  would  in  time 
compensate  the  mother  country  for  the  loss  of  her  American 
dependencies.  When,  to  use  his  own  words,  the  situation  of 
Europe  was  so  critical  that  Ministers  had  no  time  for  aught  else, 
and  colonies  of  all  kinds  were  put  in  the  background,  ||  he  found 
leisure  to  write  at  length  to  Hunter,  thanking  him  for  the  ''very 
particular  account "  he  had  received  of  the  affairs  of  the  settle- 
ment, and  assuring  him  that — 

"  Your  Colony  is  already  a  most  valuable  appendage  to  Great  Britain, 
and  I  flatter  myself  we  shall  before  it  is  long  see  her  Ministers  made 
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MMibb  ^  h»  fMd  Tilue.  B«rt  aMmd  m  Um  oMMitinM  tkat  no 
offQrlwnity  viU  be  kii  by  me  ef  impraMing  tbem  with  just  idees  of 
tbe  probable  imporUnoe  to  whkli  it  if  likelj  before  long  to  attAm»  end 
to  urge  tJiem  to  pay  to  it  tbat  degree  of  attention  which  it  clearly 
deserves  at  their  hands."* 

He  ezpieeaed  hie  belief,  gronnded  on  bis  own  obaerretione, 
the*  ihe  diBiate  and  soil  were  **  anperior  to  moat  wbicb  bare  yet 
been  settled  by  Enropeans/'t  He  oongratoUited  Hunter  on  bis 
I»oepoet  of  modelling  the  riaing  aettlonent  into  %  Imppy  nation, 
and  iNE^kettoally  added,  '^  I  see  tbe  fotnre  prospect  of  empiree 
and  dcaninions  wbiob  now  cannot  be  disappointed/' 

So  gloomy  was  tbe  political  outlook  in  England  tbat  be  would 
wflKngly^-* 

^'Remove  myself  and  family  to  your  quarters  and  ask  fer  a  grant  of 
land  on  tbe  banks  of  tbe  Hawkesbury.  Pitt  rules. 

Pox  gramblesy  the  French  beat  all  whom  they  i^taek,  and  the  King  of 
Pnuskb  thrsat«DS  all  who  assist  the  Emperor.  I  am  a 

bird  of  peace.  My  business  as  an  enooumger  of  the  transport  of  plants 
Irom  one  eomitfy  to  another  is  suspended  during  war,  and  then,  as  I  am 
no  politioian,  I  am  the  least  smpioyed  when  all  other  people  are  in 
hnnry  and  bustle."! 

Banks  did  not  confine  himself  to  expressions  of  belief  in  the 
ultimate  importance  of  tbe  Colony.  Wben  H.M.S.  Porpoise  was 
being  equipped  for  tbe  conveyance  of  Lieutenant-Goyemor  King 
to  ibe  Colony,  be  persuaded  tbe  Goyemment  to  provide  a  plant* 
cabin,  in  wbicb  a  vast  number  of  useful  plants  and  fruit-trees 
could  be  conveyed  to  tbe  Colony.  He  secured  tbe  services  of  a 
practical  gardener  to  attend  to  tbem  during  tbe  passage ;  and 
sent  out  and  supported,  at  bis  own  expense,  a  botanist^  witb 
directions  to  devote  bis  wbole  time  to  tbe  study  of  tbe  flora  of 
tbe  Colony. 

On  page  382  will  be  found  an  interesting  letter  from  Sir  Josepb 
Banks  to  Under-Secretary  King,  urging,  amongst  other  things, 
the  advisability  of  exploring  tbe  interior  of  New  Holland,  and 
submitting  an  offer  from  Mungo  Park,  tbe  celebrated  African 
traveller,  to  undertake  tbe  work.     Banks  proposed  tbat  Mungo 

•  Pott,  p.  Sae.  t  lb.,  p.  202.  t  lb. 


xxxii  mTRODUCTiON. 

Park  should  be  provided  with  a  vessel  of  about  80  tons,  to  be 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Flinders,  "a  countryman  of  mine/' 
and  undertook,  if  the  scheme  was  agreed  to — 

"To  draw  up  instructions  for  all  pai*ties,  and  to  correspond  with 
them  during  the  execution  of  their  plans,  under  the  superintendance  of 
your  office  ;  such  hopes  have  I  of  material  discoveries  being  made,  and 
such  zeal  do  I  really  feel  for  the  prosperity  of  a  colony  in  the  founding 
of  which  I  bore  a  considerable  share." 

For  some  reason,  now  unknown,  Banks's  proposal  was  not  acted 
upon  j  but  it  is  evident,  from  the  Duke  of  Portland's  letter  to 
Governor  Hunter,  of  the  18th  September,  1798,*  that  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  first  instance  agreed  to  the  proposal. 

Hitherto  the  obligations  of  this  country  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks 
have  not  been  generally  recognised.  It  will  be  seen,  however, 
as  the  publication  of  these  volumes  proceeds,  that  at  the  foun- 
dation of  the  settlement,  and  for  many  years  afterwards,  he  was 
its  zealous  and  indefatigable  advocate.  The  British  Government 
looked  to  him  for  advice  even  in  matters  of  the  smallest  detail. 
He  it  was,  practically,  who  appointed  Governors  or  recalled  them. 
No  labour,  no  expense,  was  too  great,  no  applicant  for  the  pro- 
tecting segis  of  his  patronage  was  too  insignificant,  if  he  thought 
he  could  advance  the  interests  of  New  South  Wales. 

Very  great  credit  is  due  to  Governor  Hunter  for  his  encourage- 
ment of  exploration,  both  by  sea  and  land.  In  November,  1797, 
he  fitted  out  a  whaleboat,  and  sent  George  Bass,  the  surgeon  of 
the  Reliance,  a  young  man,  the  memory  of  whose  name  and  deeds 
is  still  green,  to  investigate  the  coast  south  of  Port  Jackson. 
Bass's  journal  describing  his  movements  from  day  to  day  will  be 
found  in  its  entirety  on  pages  312-333.t  It  was  on  this  expedition 
that  the  strait  which  still  bears  Bass's  name  was  discovered,  and 
the  land  between  Sydney  and  Western  Port  examined. 

In  December,  1798,  Hunter  commissioned  Lieutenant  Matthew 
Flinders  to  proceed  with  Bass  in  the  Colonial -built  vessel,  the 
Norfolk,  to  Bass  Strait.  They  were  absent  more  than  three 
months,   and    during    that    time    completely   circumnavigated 

♦  Post,  p.  492. 

+  For  the  loan  of  this  and  other  valuable  manuscripts,  the  Editor  is  indebted  to 
the  Honorable  Philip  Gidley  King,  M.L.C.,  grandson  of  Governor  King. 
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Tasmania^  or^  as  it  was  then  named,  Van  Diemen's  Land.  The 
acconnt  of  the  voyage  is  given  in  Appendix  B^  post^  pages  769 
to  818.  In  Appendix  0,  post^  page  819,  will  be  found  accounts 
of  two  attempts  to  penetrate  into  the  interior,  undertaken  at  the 
direction  of  Governor  Hunter.  One  usually  accurate  writer,* 
referring  to  the  account  of  these  expeditions  given  by  Collins, 
treats  them  as  mythical.  There  is  doubtless  much  difficulty 
in  tracing  the  movements  of  Wilson  and  his  companions,  but 
the  discovery  of  Hunter's  lettersf  to  Banks,  of  29th  July  and  2l8t 
Angust,  1801,  leaves  no  doubt  that  the  rough  accounts  brought 
back  by  these  men  were  credited  by  Hunter. 

The  extent  to  which  the  settlement   had  expanded  during 
Hnnter's  term  of  office  can  be  gathered  from  the  maps  which 
are  reproduced  in  this  volume :    that  which  forms  the  frontis- 
piece was  prepared  by  the  Deputy- Surveyor  of  Lands,  Charles 
Grimes.    The  only  date  it  bears  is  "  1796.^'    It  shows  the  farms 
then  in  existence,  and  gives  the  names  of  the  holders.     Facing 
page  72  will  be  found  a  map  by  Governor  Hunter,  which  he 
forwarded  in  August,  1796,  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  with  a 
private  letter,  stating  that  the  object  of  the  map  was  merely  to 
give  him  a  general  idea  of  the  situation  of  the  various  settlements. 
This  is  evidently  the  map  from  which  the  chart,  which  forms  the 
frontispiece  to  Collinses  work,  published  in  1798,  was  engraved. 
A  comparison  of  this  map  with  that  which  faces  page  347  (10th 
January,    1798),   shows   the    extension   of    agriculture    during 
eighteen   months.      New   settlements   had   sprung   up  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Hawkesbury  River,  near  where  the  town  of 
Richmond  now  stands.     Two  new  centres  appear,  one  named 
Bonkstown,   which   still  survives,   the   other    Portland   Place, 
which  has  disappeared  from  modem  maps.    The  country  between 
Mount  Hunter  and  the  coast  line  had  been  examined,  and  the 
number  of  farms  at  and  around  Prospect  HiU  and  Toongabbie, 
and  on  the  road  to  the  Hawkesbury,  had  considerably  increased. 
Some  of  Hunter's  Public  Orders,  published  in  this  Volume, 
give  us  vivid  glimpses  of  primitive  Sydney.    Under  the  severest 
penalties  those  living  on  the  banks  of  the  Tank  Stream  were 
forbidden   to   dip  vessels  into  the  stream   '^  above  the  tanks, 

•  RasdoD,  ToL  i,  pp.  190^201.  t  Pott,  pp.  810,  820. 
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and  thereby  disturb  and  thicken  the  whole  stream  below/** 
The  inhabitants  of  the  town  were  forbidden  to  allow  their  hogs 
to  "  range  at  large  '';t  no  one  was  allowed  to  build  a  boat  of 
any  size  or  description  without  permission  in  writing  from  the 
6ovemor,J  and  each  boat  had  to  be  numbered  and  registered. 
The  slightest  alteration  in  the  weekly  ration  ;  the  settlement  of 
the  hours  of  labour ;  the  wages  of  labourers ;  the  price  of  maize 
and  pork ;  the  compulsory  attendance  of  convicts  at  church  ; 
any  signal  success  of  the  British  arms  in  Europe, — ^all  were 
deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  warrant  separate  Government 
and  General  Orders. 

Amongst  other  papers  which  have  been  brought  to  light  by 
the  indefatigable  exertions  of  Mr.  James  Bonwick,  not  the  least 
interesting  are  a  number  of  letters  addressed  to  the  London 
Missionary  Society  by  the  missionary  refugees  from  Tahiti, 
resident  at  Sydney.  Their  descriptions  of  the  social  conditions 
of  the  settlement  under  Hunter  will  be  found  on  pages  707, 
711,  and  731,  post.  In  much  the  same  strain,  the  chaplains,  the 
Reverend  Richard  Johnson  and  the  Reverend  Samuel  Marsden, 
give  their  views  upon  the  morals  of  the  community,  each  attri- 
buting the  abuses  and  depravity  which  they  inveighed  against, 
to  the  innovations  introduced  during  the  period  which  intervened 
between  the  departure  of  Governor  Phillip  and  the  arrival  of 
Governor  Hunter.  § 

The  summer  of  1798-9  was  remarkable  for  one  of  the  first 
protracted  droughts  on  record.  For  ten  months  scarcely  a  shower 
of  rain  fell.||  The  drought  was  followed  by  a  disastrous  flood  in 
the  Hawkesbury  River,  of  which  the  local  weather  conditions  gave 
no  warning.  The  banks  were  ''  overflown  with  vast  rapidity.*' 
The  Government  store  and  all  the  provisions  it  contained  were 
swept  away.  The  river  rose  to  more  than  fifty  feet  above  its 
common  level,  and  the  torrent  was  so  powerful  that  it  carried 
all  before  it.  Settlers*  houses  and  furniture,  live  stock  and  pro- 
visions, were  alike  swept  away,  and  "  the  whole  country  looked 
like  an  immense  ocean."  1[ 

»  Post,  pp.  10,  206,  618,  631.  f  lb.,  pp.  37,  60,  1»5,  201. 
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In  view  of  the  mhaman  treatment  which  it  has  been  seen  in 
previous  volumes  was  meted  out  to  the  convicts  during  the  voyage 
from  England  to  the  Colony^  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
many  attempts  were  made  by  the  prisoners  to  seize  the  vessels. 
Some  of  these  attempts  will  be  found  described  at  length  in  the 
pages  of  this  volume.  It  must  not,  however,  be  concluded  that 
the  convicts  were  the  sole  offenders  in  every  instance.  At  times 
the  soldiers  conspired  with  them ;  and  in  one  notable  case,  the 
guard,  selected  apparently  with  a  lamentable  lack  of  discretion, 
mutinied,  and  after  killing  the  captain  and  mate,  turned  the 
principal  officers  adrift  in  one  of  the  ship's  boats  and  navigated 
the  vessel  to  the  eastern  coast  of  South  America.* 

Before  he  had  been  a  year  in  office  Hunter  came  into  collision 
with  some  of  the  officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps — par- 
ticularly with  Captain  John  Macarthur.  When  Hunter  arrived 
Captain  Macarthur  held,  in  addition  to  his  military  appointments, 
the  post  of  Inspector  of  Public  Works.  Hunter  retained  him  in 
that  capacity  and  in  October,  1795,  informed  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land that  he  considered  the  Captain  "extremely  well  qualified  "t 
for  the  position.  In  February,  1796,  we  find  Macarthur  resign- 
ing his  appointment  in  consequence  of  the  "  loss  of  that  confidence 
which  your  Excellency  was  once  pleased  to  express.'^!  The 
fiecords  contain  no  further  clue  as  to  the  relations  which  existed 
between  the  Grovemor  and  the  Captain  consequent  on  the  latter^s 
resignation ;  but  in  August,  1796,  we  find  Macarthur  addressing 
an  official  letter  to  Hunter,  in  which  he  made  various  suggestions 
for  reducing  the  expenses  of  the  Government.  Macarthur,  at 
this  time,  was  a  prosperous  and  successful  farmer.  He  had  sixty 
acres  sown  with  wheat,  sixty-six  acres  preparing  for  Indian  corn, 
five  acres  for  potatoes,  and  ten  acres  in  gardens  and  vineyards, 
while  his  live  stock  consisted  of  fourteen  cows,  five  oxen,  eight 
mares,  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  sheep,  one  hundred  and 
sixty-two  goats,  fifty  breeding  sows,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred 
growing  pigs.§  He  offered  to  feed  his  convicts  with  bread  and 
to  pay  the  English  price  of  all  meat  consumed  by  his  convict 

•  See  the  case  of  the  Lady  Shore,  Post,  pp.  392  and  413. 
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servants,*  and  undertook  witliin  eighteen  months  to  support 
them  and  supply  them  with  clothings  tools^  Ac.,  free  of  cost  to  the 
Government. 

In  September  following  Macarthur  addressed  a  lengthy  letterf 
to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  in  which  he  openly  impeached  the 
administration  of  Governor  Hunter.  He  declared  that  '^the 
interest  of  Government  is  utterly  disregarded,  its  money  idly  and 
wantonly  squandered,  whilst  vice  and  profligacy  are  openly 
countenanced  ^';  that  it  was  on  account  of  this  extravagance  that 
he  had  felt  forced  to  resign  his  post  of  Inspector  of  Public 
Works ;  that  he  had  offered  to  take  one  hundred  men  off  the 
stores,  but  Hunter  declined,  although  there  were  more  than 
three  thousand  on  the  Commissary's  books ;  that  not  an  acre 
of  public  ground  was  under  cultivation,  and  no  buildings  of 
any  consequence  were  being  constructed;  and  that  Hunter 
had  purchased  grain  at  an  ^^  expense  of  near  eight  thousand 
pounds  '^  when  there  was  abundance  in  the  store,  and  it  would 
certainly  not  be  wanted.  The  live  stock,  he  declared,  was 
dying  out,  and  ^^  those  whose  situations  require  the  most  par- 
ticular circumspection  of  conduct  are  the  most  openly  dissi- 
pated and  abandoned.^'  This  letter  the  Duke  of  Portland 
sent  back  to  Sydney  to  Grovernor  Hunter  for  his  report,!  and, 
in  doing  so,  expressed  a  hope  that  Hunter  would  adopt  any  of 
Macarthur's  suggestions  which  would  tend  to  the  advantage  of 
the  colony  and  the  reduction  of  its  expenses.  Hunter  replied  at 
great  length  on  the  25th  July,  1798.  Has  letter,  full  of  bitter 
recriminations,  and  couched  in  the  most  intemperate  language, 
will  be  found  on  page  418  et  seq.  With  it,  he  forwarded  to  England 
reports  from  the  two  chaplains  and  Surgeon  Amdell,  concerning 
the  moral  state  of  the  colony  prior  to  his  arrival,  and  the  abuses 
which  followed  the  displacement  of  the  civil  by  the  military  power, 
during  the  administration  of  Lieutenant-Governors  Grose  and 
Paterson. 

In  November,  1799,  the  authorities  at  Whitehall  put  into 
execution  an  intention  evidently  formed  months  before,  and  re- 
recalled   Hunter.     The  despatch  containing  his  recall  will  be 

•  Post,  p.  71.  f  Ih.,  p.  131.  :::  lb.  p.  293. 
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found  on  page  733.  In  it  the  Duke  of  Portland  expressed  Us 
disapprobation  of  the  manner  in  wliich  Hunter  had  adminis* 
tered  the  Government  in  several  important  particulars,  and 
concluded  bj  announcing  the  King's  pleasure  that  he  should 
return  to  England  by  the  first  safe  conveyance  which  offered 
after  his  successor,  Lieutenant-Grovemor  King,  had  arrived. 

A  considerable  amount  of  light  is  thrown  upon  the  character 
and  disposition  of  Governor  Hunter  by  the  Records  published  in 
this  volume.  "  The  Governor/*  wrote  one  who  knew  him,  "  is  a 
pleasant,  sensible  old  man."*  Another  of  his  contemporaries 
describes  him  as  a  man  ''  whose  virtue  and  integrity  is  as  con- 
spicuous as  his  merit."t  Every  line  in  his  despatches  and  Public 
Orders  bears  evidence  to  his  probity  and  honesty  of  purpose,  and 
even  his  enemies  did  not  deny  that  he  had  administered  the 
Grovemment  with  clean  hands.^  There  can  be  little  doubt,  how- 
ever, that  the  majority  of  the  abuses  of  which  he  so  repeatedly 
and  bitterly  complained  were  distinctly  assignable  to  a  want  of 
firmness  on  his  own  part,  and  to  his  lack  of  that  decision  of 
character  and  force  of  personality  without  which  it  was  practically 
impossible,  in  a  colony  such  as  New  South  Wales  then  was,  to 
establish  or  maintain  order  and  regularity. 

There  are  many  allowances,  however,  to  be  made  for  Governor 
Hunter.  When  he  arrived  in  the  Colony  he  was  nearly  sixty 
years  of  age :  he  had  seen  well  nigh  fifty  years  of  active  service ; 
and  by  far  the  greater  part  of  his  life  had  been  spent  in  sub- 
ordinate positions. 

Hunter  was  relieved  by  Captain  Philip  Gidley  Eang  in  Sep- 
tember, 1800.  The  British  Government  allowed  him  a  pension 
of  £300  per  annum.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Rear- 
Admiral  on  2nd  October,  1807,  and  Vice- Admiral  of  the  Red  on 
3l8t  July,  1810. 

After  a  lengthened  search  in  London,  Mr.  James  Bonwick 
succeeded  in  discovering  Hunter's  grave,  which  had  long  laid 
neglected  and  forgotten.  It  is  situated  immediately  at  the  rear 
of  the  east  end  of  Hackney  Church.     The  inscription  on  the 
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inonuinent  is  somewhat  lengtliy.  Hunter's  sixty-eight  years  of 
service  in  the  Navy  are  mentioned,  and  also  his  services  in  New 
South  .Wales.  He  died  in  Jndd-street,  London,  on  the  18th 
March,  1821,  aged  88  years.  The  TItjms  on  the  following  day,  in 
announcing  his  death,  referred  in  the  highest  terms  to  the  services 
he  had  rendered  his  country,  and  to  his  wide-spread  reputation 
for  liberality  and  benevolence. 

F.  M.  BLADEN. 

Novemher,  1895. 


HISTORICAL  RECORDS 
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NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


Rev.  Samuel  Marsdex  to  The  Society  for  the  Propagation      1796 
OF  THE  Gospel.  2  jam 

Note. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  held  on  2l8t  December,  1797, 
a  letter  was  read  from  the  Rev.  Samuel  Marsden,  dated,  '*  Parra- 
matta,  New  South  Wales,  2nd  January,  1796,"  and  enclosing  a 
letter  from  Lieut. -Governor  P.  G.  King  relative  to  education  at 
Norfolk  Island. 
The  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Society  runs  as  follow  : — 
"  Mr.  Marsden  writes  that  he  conceived  the  highest  opinion  of 
Governor  King  and  of  his  goodness  and  humanity,   from  the 
apparent  order  and  regularity  among  the  inhabitants  of  that  island. 
His  whole  attention  seems  occupied  in  promoting  the  real  interest 
of  those  he  has  the  honour  to  command.     In  one  part  of  the  island  Norfolk 
he  has  built  a  school  for  the  girls,  and  committed  them  to  the  caro  ^^^' 
of  Susannah  Hunt,  who  appeared  to  be  well  qualified  for  her  situa- 
tion.   The  boys  are  taught  in  the  town  of  Sydney  (Norfolk  Island)  Education, 
by  Thomas  Macqueen,  who  was  once  a  schoolmaster  in  England,  and 
h&th  merited  by  his  good  conduct  the  opinion  of  the  Governor. 
The  number  of  children  in  August,  1795,  was  75,  some  of  whom 
have  neither  parent  or  friend  to  superintend  their  bringing  up,  as 
many  of  the  fathers  whose  time  of  transportation  have  expired 
have  left  that  part  of  the  world.     If  the  Society  should  be  pleased 
to  allow  any  salary  for  the  schools,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  and 
'  will  pay  it  into  his  agent's  hands,  Mr.  Ambrose  Martin,  banker, 
in  Finch-lane,  Cornhill,  he  will  pay  the  same  sum  to  those  who 
are  to  have  it,  and  any  money  for  the  benefit  of  the  orphans  shall 
he  as  faithfully  applied  to  the  purposes  intended. 

VOL.    Ill — A 
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1706 

2  Jan. 

Johnson 
silent 


9  Jan. 


HiUtary 
officer  for 
Norfolk 
Island. 


11  Jan. 


'^  The  secretary  acquainted  the  committee  tliat  he  had  enquired 
of  Mr.  Martin  whether  the  last  money  from  the  Society  paid  to 
him  had  been  remitted  to  New  South  Wales,  and  received  this 
answer  :  That  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Johnson  that  such  a  sum 
had  been  paid  into  his  hands,  to  which  he  had  had  no  reply. 

'<  Agreed,  therefore,  that  as  no  information  had  been  received 
concerning  the  two  schoolmasters  in  New  South  Wales  which 
were  appointed  by  the  Society  in  the  year  1794,  the  Committee 
do  not  think  it  advisable  to  enter  into  fresh  engagements.'** 


British 
troops  in 
India. 


Proposal 

to  recruit 
from  colony. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

9th  January,  1796. 
Parole — Reading.  Countersign — Berkshire. 

The  service  requiring  that  a  captain  should  ccMnmand  the  detach- 
ment of  the  New  South  "Wales  Corps  on  duty  at  Norfolk  Island, 
the  commanding  officer  of  that  regiment  will  cause  a  captain  to 
embark  on  board  his  Majesty's  ship  Reliance  for  that  purpose. 
Whatever  arrangements  he  may  think  it  necessary  to  make  on 
this  occasion  must  be  compleated  by  the  15th  instant,  as  the 
18th  is  fixed  for  her  departure,  t  Jno.  Huhter. 


Indian  Officials  to  Governor  Hunter.! 

Sir,  Fort  William,  Calcutta,  11th  January,  1796. 

We  have  the  honor  to  address  you  by  Captain  Raven,  of 
his  Majesty's  storeship  Britannia,  who  proceeds  from  hence  with 
part  of  a  cargo  of  salt  provisions  for  the  use  of  your  settlement, 
which  we  hope  he  will  complete  at  Madras,  having  received  every 
assistance  and  interference  of  this  Government  for  that  purpose. 

The  very  reduced  state  of  the  European  troops,  artillery  and 
infantry,  on  this  establishment,  and  the  little  probability  of  our 
receiving  any  considerable  supply  of  recruits  from  England  daring 
the  war,  has  induced  our  Commander-in-Chief  to  suggest  the 
expediency  of  endeavouring  to  recruit  our  European  corps  from 
among  the  men  whose  time  of  servitude  may  have  expired  at 
your  colony;  and  the  encouragement  we  have  had  to  believe,  from 
our  enquiries  of  Captain  Raven  and  others,  that  a  number  of 

*Th0  two  scfaoolmaBters  appoiotod  bv  the  8.P.G.  in  1794  were  William  Webster  and 
William  Richardson.  They  each  received  £10  per  annum.  In  the  report  for  1796  both  their 
names  appear,  but  not  in  that  for  1797,  Webrter  havinv  been  dl«miflKd  for  bad  conduct.  In 
1797,  Thomas  liacqueen  and  Susanna  Hunt,  both  of  Norfolk  Island,  were  voted  a  like  sum, 
oontinuing>  for  several  years.  In  1802  payments  were  made  to  Isaac  Kelson  and  Thomas 
Tabor,  of  Sydney,  with  Thomas  Maoqueen  and  Susanna  Hunt,  of  Norfolk  Island.  Nelson 
and  Tabor  aftpear  in  tlie  reports  up  to  1810.  A  change  appears  in  the  reports  for  1811, 
in  which  year  prante  of  £10  each  fbr  five  schoolmasters  or  New  South  Wales  and  tn-o  of 
Norfolk  Island  were  made.  The  same  statement  is  made  for  the  followtng  thirteen  years. 
The  allowance  was  voted  in  one  form  or  another  by  the  Society  up  to  1880.  The  re|x>rt  of 
October,  1796,  notes  that  the  Rev.  C.  Hadduck  was  appointed  a  missionary  to  go  to  Norfolk 
Island  ;  but  in  November,  1800,  ai  he  had  not  left  England,  and  had  drawn  several  sums  in 
ad\*anoe,  his  name  was  struck  off  the  list  of  niissionanes. 

t  The  Reliance  sailed  on  the  21«t  January-,  1796,  Iwvingon  board  Captain  Johnston,  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Corps,  and  Judge-Advocate  Hibbins. — Post,  p.  ^  (note). 

t  History  of  New  South  Wales,  vol.  ii,  p.  99. 
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stoat  young  mem.  may  be  obtained  among  them,  induces  us  to      1716 
wiak  to  make  the  experiment,  provided  it  meets  with  your  sane-     n  j^„^ 
tionand  support,  which  we  are  inclined  to  ho]2e  it  will,  as  the  plan 
eomptiaes  two  objects  of  great  national  importance :  First,  in  the 
additional  security  it  may  afford  to  the  British  possessions  in  India, 
bj  keeping  up  our  European  force ;  and  secondly,  by  holding  out  a  Advantages 
future  prclession  and  pursuit  to  a  class  of  men  in  which  they  may  p^^^i. 
become  useful  to  their  country,  instead  of  returning  to  those  habits, 
and  practioes  which  first  occasioned  their  expulsion  from  it. 

On  consulting  with  Captain  Raven,  we  find  that  if  your  con- 
correnoe  be  obtained,  and  provided  you  have  no  immediate  service 
on  which  his  ship  can  be  more  usefully  employed,  he  is  willing, 
after  receiving  his  discharge  from  the  service  of  Gk>vemment,  to 
proceed  with  200  recruits  to  Bengal,  where  we  have  agreed  to 
allow  him  J&12  per  man  for  the  passage  and  subsistence  of  each  PMMg«- 
recruit  he  may  land  at  Fort  William.  "~°*»'- 

It  would  have  been  satisfactory  to  ihia  Government  to  £ave 
consulted  your  opinion  on  tlie  probable  success  and  eligibility  of 
the  plan  before  any  steps  were  taken  to  put  it  into  practice ;  but 
as  a  considerable  tune  must  have  elapsed  before  we  could  have 
been  favoured  with  your  answer,  we  have  thought  it  most  desire- 
able  to  make  this  provisional  arrangement  with  Captain  Raven,  and 
have  also  availed  ourselves  of  his  offer  to  afford  accommodations 
to  an  officer  of  this  establishment  who  proceeds  in  the  Britannia,^  Becniiting- 
famished  with  instructions  for  the  recruiting  service,  which  he  ^''^'"' 
will  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you,  together  with  a  surgeon  f 
who  has  offered  to  proceed  also  by  thejibove  oouveyance,  to  attend 
the  recruits  on  their  passage  to  Bengal. 

We  have  only  to  add  that  if  the  measure  promises  on  trial  to 
be  productive  of  the  advantages  we  expect  from  it,  and  that  the 
peoj^e  show  a  disposition  to  enter  the  Company's  service  on  the 
terms  and  under  the  restrictions  which  the  recruiting  instructions 
will  specify,  we  should  wish  you  to  take  advantage  of  any  other  Future 
vessels  coming  to  Bengal  for  cargoes  to  send  us  as  many  recruits  "^^p*"^"^* 
iratn  time  to  time  as  may  be  procured,  and  we  will  make  the  same 
allowance  to  the  owners  for  their  passage  and  subsistence  as  to 
Captain  Raven,  and  will  engage  to  pay  the  bounty-money  on  the 
arrival  of  the  recruits  in  Ben^iLi^ 

We  have,  ttc, 

J.  Shore. 

RoBT.  Abkrcromby. 

P.  Spbke. 

Wm.  Cowpeb. 


*  lieatenant  Campbell.— Collins,  vol.  I,  p.  475.  t  Mr.  PhllllfM.— lb. 

t  The  niopoMl  wm  not  favourably  received  by  Hunter.  He  declined  to  take  any  action 
^ntbmt  mstraetions  from  the  Secretarr  of  State,  to  wiiom  he  referred  the  correspondence, 
and  in  doin^  so  gB,rB  it  as  his  opinion  that  none  out  the  most  intractable  characters  should 
be  enooors^  to  leave  the  colony  (poet,  p.  60).    His  action  was  approved  (post,  p.  aoi). 
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1796  Government  and  General  Order. 

13  Jan.  13th  January,  1796. 

Parole — Noya  Scotia.  Countersign — Halifax. 

The  price  of  The  price  of  wheat  for  this  season  is  fixed  at  ten  shillings  per 
^  ■         bushel,*  it  appearing  to  the  Governor,  from  the  representations  of 
the  settlers  of  several  districts,  that  for  this  year  they  cannot  se>] 
it  under  that  price ;  but  he  wishes  them  to  understand  that  a 
.  reduction  is  intended  to  be  made  in  the  ensuing  season,  unless  some 
unforeseen  and  unavoidable  circumstances  should  prevent  him. 

The  Commissary  will,  from  Monday  next^  the  18th  instant,  pur- 
chase and  receive  into  the  public  stores,  from  settlers  and  other 
(persons,  wheat  properly  dried  and  cleaned,  at  the  above  price. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


Mutiny  on  The  Marquis  CoRNWALLis.t 
IB  Jan  .Extract  of  a  letter  from  an  Officer  on  board  the  Marquis 

Cornwallis,  Indiaman,  to  his  brother,  in  London. 
On  the  11th  of  September  we  discovered  a  most  desperate  plot 
Convicts      formed  by  the  men  convicts,  who,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred 
to  TOil»        *^<^  sixty-three,  are  the  most  horrid  ruffians  that  ever  left  the 
a  transport,  kingdom  of  Ireland.     They  were  on  the  point  of  putting  the 
captain,  officers,  and  ship's  company  to  death,  when  one  of  them, 
either  through  fear  of  punishment  or  from  a  hope  of  reward,  dis- 
covered the  whole  affair.     It  was  a  common  practice  for  Capt. 
Hogan  and  the  officers  of  the  deck  to  go  down  and  see  that  their 
births  were  clean  twice  a  week,  at  which  time  they  were  to  watch 
an  opportunity  to  seize  the  captain,  surgeon,  and  such  other  officers 
Details  of     as  went  down  with  them,  whom  they  were  to  put  to  death  with 
the  plot       their  own  swords,  and  force  their  way  upon  deck,  where  they  were 
to  be  assisted  by  the  serjeant,  corporal,  and  some  of  the  private 
soldiers,  who  were  to  dispatch  the  officers  upon  deck,  and  also  to 
supply  the  convicts  with  arms.   We  got  upon  deck  the  ringleaders, 
to  the  number  of  forty,  who,  after  a  severe  punishment,  confessed 
the  whole.     We  thought  this  might  put  a  stop  to  any  further 
proceedings ;  but  in  this  we  were  much  mistaken.     About  two 
a  second      nights  after  they  made  an  attempt  to  break  out.     They  began  by 
attempt       strangling  the  man  who  discovered  the  plot,  whilst  the  rest  were 
to  force  down  the  bulkhead,  force  their  way  upon  deck,  put  those 
not  in  the  plot  to  death,  and  take  possession  of  the  ship,  or  die  in 
the  attempt. 

The  captain  and  officers  did  all  in  their  power  to  appease  them 
by  fair  words,  and  also  by  threats  ;  but  all  would  not  do.  They 
were  desperate.  Capt.  Hogan  rushed  down  the  fore  hatchway, 
followed  by  Mr.  Kichardson  and  three  more  of  the  officers  and 

*  This  Yv-as  the  price  paid  by  Lieutenant-Governor  King  at  Norfolk  Island.— Post,  p.  0. 
t  Reprinted  from  Bdinbtiryh  AdvertUer,  January  15th,  1796.     The  letter  n^'as  dated  22nd 
October,  1795,  and  was  written  from  St.  Helena. 
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DiTself,  armed  with  a  pair  of  pistols  and  cutlass  each,   whtrre       1796 
b^an  a  scene  which  was  not  by  any  means  pleasant     We  stuck     15  j«„. 
together  in  the  hatchway  and  discharged  our  pistols  amongst  them  ^  ^  — ^^^ 
that  were  most  desperate,  who,  seeing  their  comrades  drop  in  encounter.^ 
several  places,  soon  felt  a  damp  upon  their  spirits.    Their  courage 
failed  them,  and  they  called  out  for  quarter.     I  broke  my  cutlass 
in  the  affray,  but  met  with  no  accident  myself.     There  were  none 
killed  upon  the  spot,  but  seven  have  since  died  of  their  wounds. 
The  Serjeant  was  sevei-ely  punished,  and  is  since  dead.* 

Government  and  General  Order. 

1 6th  January,  1796.         le  Jan. 
Parole — Camigy.  Countersign — Northesk. 

Monday  next,  the  18th  instant,  being  the  day  appointed  to  be  ^jjJUlf*'*'"* 
observed  as  the  anniversary  of  her  Majesty's  birthday,  the  New 
South  Wales  Corps  will  parade  and  fire  three  vollies  at  1 2  o'clock. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Kino. 
Sir,  Sydney,  18th  January,  1706.  WJan. 

I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  21st  December,  by  the 
Francis,  schooner,  and  assure  you  that  I  feel  much  concern  at  the 
account  you  give  of  your  health.  As  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that 
a  change  of  air  or  climate  might  be  the  means  of  restoring  your  S?ji.. 
former  constitution,  allow  me  to  recommend  your  embarking  in 
the  Reliance  for  Port  Jackson,  leaving  the  care  of  the  settlement 
to  the  officer!  who  will  arrive  at  Norfolk  Island  in  that  ship,  and 
who  will  avail  himself  in  the  managementTof  its  concerns  during 
your  absence  of  such  copy  of  your  instructions  as  may  be  necessary 
for  his  guidance  ;  and  as  Mr.  Hibbins,  the  Judge- Advocate  for  Judge- 
your  settlement,  will  also  join  you  by  the  Reliance,  the  business  mbSni* 
relating  to  the  duties  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  will  be  managed  by 
him,  so  that  there  does  not  appear  any  reason  to  believe  that  the 
service  can  suffer  from  your  being  absent  for  such  time  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  restoration  of  your  health.  Had  the  Patent  for 
the  convention  of  a  Court  of  Jurisdiction  been  sent  out  by  Mr. 
Hibbins  (which,  unluckily,  has  been  neglected),  |  in  that  case  I  should 
have  ordered  another  officer  to  the  island  during  your  absence,  in 
order  to  there  being  a  sufficient  number  to  compose  a  Criminal 
Court,  should  it  be jiecessary.  The  necessity  there  appears  for  your 
purchasing  a  quantity  of  wheat  from  settlers,  in  order  to  your 
bringing  round  the  next  harvest,  requires  only  that  I  should 

'  See  the  inquiry  held  at  Sydnegr.— Post,  p.  10?. 

1  Cintain  Geoi^e  Johnston,  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps.  He  was,  however,  forced  to 
qnit  the  island  by  reason  of  ill-health  before  the  departure  of  Lieutenant-Governor  King ; 
and  C^ptiin  Townaon,  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  was  Eent  from  Sydney,  in  September, 
W,  to  take  charge. 

♦  The  Patent  was  sent  out  in  the  Marquis  Comwallis,  which  arrived  at  Sydney  in 
Febmary  following. 
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18  Jan. 

Wheat  irar^ 
cfaaaed  from 

settlers. 
Store& 

Aasistont- 

Surjreon 

Jamison. 


Grants  of 
land  and 
labour. 


Guns  of 
H.H.S. 
Sirius. 


19  J 


approTO  of  jour  taking  what  you  want  at  ten  Bhillings  per  buah^y 
and  to  have  the  bills  in  payment  drawn,  as  formerly,  by  the  Deputy 
Ck>mmi88ary,  addressed  to  the  CknnmiBsary  here,  and  approved  by 
you*. 

Observing  that  you  have  sugar  and  molasses  for  two  weeks  only, 
I  have  directed  the  Commissary  to  send  some  sugar. 

Mr.  Jamison,  the  Assistant  Surgeon,  having  applied  to  me  to  be 
granted  the  same  indulgencies  in  quantity  of  land  and  assistance 
of  labour  which  have  been  allowed  to  those  doing  duty  in  that 
station  here,  and  as  I  think  it  but  an  act  of  common  justice  that 
he  should  have  every  encouragement  which  have  been  oSered  to 
them,  I  have  to  desire  that,  if  you  see  no  particular  inconvenience 
to  the  concerns  of  Government,  you  will  allow  him  ^ve  acres  of 
that  ground  which  has  been  cleaml  but  is  at  present  out  of  culti- 
vation, in  addition  to  his  seven  acres  and  hospital  garden ;  and 
with  respect  to  an  addition  to  the  number  of  men  he  at  present 
has,  you  must  be  the  best  judge  how  far  he  can  be  gratified  in  that 
without  an  inconvenience  to  the  public  concern.  The  Assistant 
Surgeons  here,  by  a  regulation  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Grose,  have 
been  allowed  ten,  but  I  do  not  conceive  the  same  number  is  neces- 
sary on  the  soil  of  Norfolk  Island,  and  where  the  grants  of  land 
to  be  cultivated  are  not  so  extensive.  Whatever  addition  you  can 
consistently  allow  him,  under  the  number  above  mentioned,  will  be 
considered  by  me  as  sufficient. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  have  sent  such  of  the  guns  and  carriages 
belonging  to  his  Majesty's  late  ship  Sirius  as  can  be  put  on  board 
the  Reliance,  or  which  can  be  sent  here  by  any  future  opportunity,  f 

I  am,  &c,f 

tfoHN   HUNTER. 

Return  of  Storekeeper,  Superintendant,  and  Master  Carpenter, 
necessarily  employed,  and  will  remain  on  Norfolk  Island. 
Jan.  19th,  1796. 


Names. 

WlUiam  Neate  Chapman   .. 
Martin  Tlmms         •  • 

NathLLnoaa 

in  difTerent  parts  of  tifie  execution  of  his  office,  from 
12th  Dec,  1791. 

in  directing  cultivation  and  supei intending  the  con- 
letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas. 
Acting  Master  Carpenter,  in  the  room  of  Wmtam  Peate. 
Dead  since  June  11th,  1796. 

Philip  Gidley  King. 

*  A  quantity  of  the  wheat  harvest  of  1796  having  been  destroyed  by  thundentonnit  King 
purchased  290  bushels  of  wheat  from  the  settlers  at  10s.  per  bushel 

t  In  compliance  with  a  private  note  from  Governor  Hunter,  dated  ISth  Ma^%  1796,  Uent- 
enant^aovemor  King  allowed  Captain  Hogan,  of  the  Bfarquis  Comwallis,  to  ann  his  vessd 
with  four  of  these  guns  and  140  rounds  of  shot  One  of  the  Sirius's  guns  is  preserrod  at 
the  Maoquarie  Ughthouse,  South  Head,  Sydney. 


WHEAT  BOUGHT  FBOK  8STTLEBS* 

RsiUBS  of  Snperinteadants,  who  have  been  necesBariiy  etnplojed,  nB6 
and  are  to  leave  the  ialand,  with  Qovemor  Hunter's  permis-  i^  j^q. 
aion,  in  the  Reliance. 


D'AitgrWenivotth  . 


Whore  mad  how  Employod. 


Superintondint  at  Qaeenboro',  and  has  the  madloal  treat- 
ment of  half  the  iramberB  on  the  Uland.  From  12th 
Dec,  1791. 

SuperinteDdaDtatPhmipburg.    Ftom  Dec  22iid,  179S. 


Phiup  Gidlet  King. 

LIEUTBXANT-GOVBRNOR    KiNG   TO  ThE   DtJKE   OP   PORTLAOT). 

My  Lord,  Norfolk  Island,  19th  January,  1796. 

The  enclosure  will  inform  your  Grace  by  what  opportunity  c^t  Bamp- 
1  have  the  honor  of  forwarding  this  despatch.  e^^J^/ 

The  distressed  state  of  the  master  and  people  belonging  to  those 
vessels  has  indaced  me  to  comply  with  his  request  in  the  maimer 
stated  in  the  enclosure,  whidi  I  hope  will  meet  your  Grace's 
approbation. 

1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  such  official  communica-  King's 
tioDs  ashave  taken  place  between  Governor  Hunter  and  myself.*  Sen^?^" 
From  the  very  short  stay  of  those  vessels,  and  my  preswit  ill  state 
of  health,  I  hope  this  will  appear  the  most  satisfactory  information 
respecting  the  present  state  of  this  island,  as  no  material  change  has 
taken  place  since  the  date  of  my  last  letter  to  Governor  Hunter. 

It  being  found  necessary  to  purchase  two  hundred  and  thirty-  wheat  pur- 
two  busliels  of  wheat  from  settlers,  ifec,  to  issue  during  the  late  cimdfrom 
harvest,  I  directed  the  Deputy  Ck>mmi5sary  to  receive  the  same ; 
and  as  this  is  the  first  wheat  purchased  on  this  island,  1  have  been 
guided  in  the  price  (t.e.,  10s.  the  bushel)  by  what  is  given  at  Port 
Jackson,  payment  for  which  has  been  made  agreeably  to  Governor 
Hunter's  directions  to  me  on  that  behalf,  proper  vouchers  for  which 
(and  some  orders  that  I  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  give  respect- 
ing the  receipt  of,  and  authenticating  the  jMtyment  for,  such  grain  Payment  for 
and  animal  food  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  purchase  from  indi-  ■*^'*** 
vidnals  to  issue  to  those  victualled  from  his  Majesty's  stores), 
addressed  to  l^e  Secretarys  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose,  and  have  left  it  open  for  your  Grace's  inspection. 

As  no  salt  meat  has  been  lately  issued  to  those  victualled  from 
his  Majesty's  stores,  I  have  directed  the  Deputy  Commissary  to 
state  on  the  back  of  the  enclosure  the  quantity  of  fresh  pork  FVesh  meat, 
received  from  settlers,  <bc.,  at  6d.  the  pound,  and  that  furnished  by 
Government)  since  the  last  payment,  to  issue  in  lieu  of  the  salt 

*lbeabimen  wiacinOj  relet  to  matten  of  nmtine,  and  to  the  projeoted  departure  of 
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1796      ration  reserved  in  the  stores,  payment  for  which  will  be  made  on 
19  Jan.     ^1^6  arrival  of  his  Majesty's  armed  vessel  Keliance,  wliich  I  expect 
to  see  every  hour. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  lists  of  persons  of  different  descri]>- 

tions  landed  here  from  the  Fancy,  snow,  and  Providence,  schooner. 

They  are  real  objects  of  pity,  being  so  debilitated  from  exti-eme 

hunger  that  it  will  be  some  time  before  any  labour  can  be  got 

from  them.* 

A  CJoioiiial.        Mr.  Bampton  informs  me  that  at  Dusky  Bay  he  left  a  schooner 

8ch<x)ner.      of  sixty  tons  almost  built,  which  may  be  expected  here  with  the 

remainder  of  the  people  belonging  to  the  Endeavour  in  about 

three  weeks,  a  list  of  whom  is  added  to  the  enclosure. 

Wreck  of  the      It  may  be  necessary  to  inform  your  Grace  that  the  loss  pf  that 

^^^^'  ship  was  occasioned  by  stress  of  weather,  which  compelled  the 

master  and  officers  to  run  her  ashore  in  Facile  Harbour,  Dusky  Bay, 

New  Zealand,  where  she  lies  bilged.    Such  stores  belonging  to  the 

wreck  as  could  not  be  taken  away  by  the  three  small  vessels  are  left 

at  Dusky  Bay  in  storehouses,  under  the  care  of  four  men,  who  are  to 

remain  there  until  a  vessel  can  be  sent  from  India  to  take  them  ofif.  f 

R^uire-  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  a  list  of  such  wants  as  we  are  most 

island.^'  *^*^  in  need  of  on  this  island,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  Governor 

Hunter ;  and  I  am  assured  that  such  of  those  articles  as  are  at  Fort 

Jackson,  and  can  be  spared,  will  be  sent  hither  by  the  Reliance. 

But  as  I  have  no  information  respecting  a  clergyman,  I  presume 

circumstances  will  not  admit  of  either  of  the  two  chaplains  at  Port 

Jackson  being  sent  hither.  I  am  induced  therefore  to  submit  to  your 

Grace's  consideration  the  necessity  of  a  chaplain's  being  appointed 

to  do  duty  on  this  island,  which  appears  the  more  necessary  since 

the  establishment  of  a  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature. 

I  have,  &c., 

Philip  Gidley  King. 

[Enclosure  No.  1.] 
Captain  Bamptok  to  Lieutenant-Goveknor  King. 
Snow  Fancy,  off  Norfolk  Island, 
Dear  Sir,  19th  January,  1796. 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that  I  sailed  from  Port  Jackson 
in  the  Endeavour,  with  the  Fancy,  on  the  19th  of  September  la&t ; 
Capt.  Bwiip-  but  having  unfortunately  suffered  the  disaster  of  the  Endeavour's 
EndCTvour!  heing  shipwrecked,  and  having  now  only  a  few  days*  provisions  of 
rice  alone  to  subsist  upon,  and  that  at  half -allowance,  under  such 
unfortunate  circumstances,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  requesting 
your  humane  assistance  for  such  necessary  supplies  as  I  stand  in 
need  of,  and  his  Majesty's  store  will  admit,  to  enable  me  to  return 
to  India. 

*  Tho  endoBure  it  not  amoug  the  transcriiits  received  from  London, 
t  These  men  were  relievwl  by  the  captain  of  the  Hercur>'  in  the  winter  of  1797.    Thiii  \  • 
five  in  number  were  landed  on  Noi-folls  Island.— Post,  p.  344. 
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I  likewise  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  have  between  twenty-      1796 
five  and  thirty  people   who  secreted  themselves  on  board  the     lojan. 
Endeavour  (unknown  to  me  or  any  of  the  officers),  whose  time  of 
transportation  is  not  yet  expired.     I  therefore  hope,  sir,  you  will 
be  80  kind  as  to  send  boats  and  a  guard  to  take  them  on  shore ;  ston &«-&>« 
as  likewise  a  number  of  others  whom  I  permitted,  by  leave  of  his  "*"™^ 
Excellency  Governor  Hunter,  to  have  a  passage  to  India,  but 
from  my  unfortunate  situation  cannot  take  them  any  further. 

For  further  particulars  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Captain  Dell, 
who  will  give  you  every  information  of  our  circumstances,  and  wait 
joar  pleasure. 

With  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  King, 

I  have,  &c., 

W.  W.  Bamptok. 
[Encloeare  No.  2.] 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOB  KiNG  TO  DePUTY-CoMMISSARY  ClARK. 

Mr.  William  Wright  Bampton  (late  master  of  the  Endeavour) 
having  represented  the  distressed  state  of  his  people  for  provisions 
and  some  stores,  which  are  necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  his  storw 
voyage  to  India,  and  as  he  informs  me  he  can  procure  a  person  to  Spt^'Saim . 
lodge  twelve  hundred  pounds  of  fresh  pork  in  his  Majesty's  stores  ton. ' 
io  exchange  for  an  equal  quantity  of  salt  beef,  and  that  he  has  a 
quantity  of  salt  which  will  be  useful  in  curing  Government's  pork, 
which  he  is  willing  to  give  as  an  equivalent  return  for  the  quantity 
of  dhoU  required,  and  will  pay  any  overplus  in  money  : 

On  these  conditions  you  will  deliver  him  the  salt  beef  out  of  the 
stores,  and  the  dholl  from  that  condemned  by  survey,  with  the  to  be  eup- 
stores  as  per  margin,*  taking  a  fair  valuation  of  the  worth  of  those  ^o^iSnlint 
articles,  delivering  to  me  original  copies  of  the  same,  together  with  stores, 
sach  money  as  may  be  given  for  the  overplus  value,  to  be  applied 
by  me  to  the  purpose  of  purchasing  grain  and  fresh  pork. 

For  all  which  this  shall  be  your  order. 
Given  under  my  hand,  at  Sydney,  on  Norfolk  Island,  this 
19th  day  of  January,  1796. 

Philip  Gidley  Kino. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

20th  January,  1796.         a>Jan. 
Parole — Norfolk.  Countersign — Reliance. 

All  settlers  and  other  persons  (the  civil  and  military  officers 
excepted)  who  are  in  possession  of  firearms  are  hereby  ordered  o^Tieraof 
forthwith  to  give  in  their  names  to  the  Commissary,  or  storekeepers  ftrwirnis 
at  the  different  settlements,  in  order  to  their  being  registered ;  and  l^stered. 

*Two  tone  and  a  half  of  dholl;  tireWe  hundred  pounds  of  beef ;  three  |»iecee  of  islancl 
fM^M ;  ooe  hDodred  pounds  of  nails :  six  hundred  deck-nails ;  eome  ironwork,  about 
*t^^«nty  pounds  weight ;  four  pounds  of  thread. 
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muf      the  constables  of  the  different  districts  are  to  apprehend  all  peisans 
20  Jan.     ^®y  ™^y  i3ieet  carrying  arms  without  a  certificate  agned  by  the 
Commissary,  of  such  arms  having  been  registered  in  his  office. 

Any  settler  who  may  be  in  want  of  arms  for  his  protection,  and 
can  give  information  of  any  person  not  complying  with  this  Order^ 
will  have  such  arms  registered  in  his  name. 

Jno.  Huntbr. 

Government  and  General  Order. 
23  Jan.  23rd  January,  1796. 

Parole — Diligence.  Countersign — Sobriety. 

Application  having  been  made  to  the  Governor  by  individuals 

Distilleries  who  appear  to  have  prepared  materials  for  the  purpose  of  distilling 
spirits,  desiring  his  Excellency's  permission  to  carry  into  execution 
their  preconcerted  design  of  making  and  vending  spirit,  the  quality 
of  which  is  of  so  poisonous  a  nature  as  must  in  a  very  short  time 
ruin  the  good  health  of  the  settlement :  So  iniquitous  and  danger- 
ous a  practice  being  not  only  in  direct  disobedience  of  liis  Majesty's 
command,  but  destructive  to  the  wel&re  and  proepmty  o£  the 

prohibited,  colony  in  general :  It  is  hereby  ordered  in  the  most  determined 
manner  that  no  person  or  persons  do,  <m  any  pretence  whatever^ 
attempt  the  distilling  of  spirituous  liquors  of  any  kind  or  quality, 
on  pain  of  such  steps  being  taken  for  their  punishment  as  will 
effectually  prevent  the  repetition  of  so  dangerous  an  offence. 

The  constables  of  all  the  different  districts,  as  well  as  all  other 
persons  whose  duty  it  is  to  preserve  order,  are  hereby  strictly 
enjoined  to  be  extreamly  vigilant  in  discovering  and  giving  infor- 
mation where,  and  in  whose  possession,  any  article  or  machine  for 
the  above  purpose  now  is  or  may  hereafter  be  erected  in  opposi- 
tion to  this  Public  Order. 

N.B. — Information  on  this  subject  to  be  given  to  the  nearest 
magistrate,  who  is  hereby  desired  to  give  the  earliest  information 
to  the  Judge- Advocate,  at  Sydney.*  Jno.  Huhtsb. 


Instructions 
to  con- 
stables. 


25  Jan. 


Water 
supply  of 
Sydney. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

25th  January,  1796. 
Parole — Hawkesbury.  Countersign — Francis. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  Governor  that  notwithstanding 
the  Order  of  the  22nd  October,!  strictly  forbidding  those  who 
occupy  huts  near  the  stream  of  fresh  water  that  supplies  the  town 
of  Sydney  from  pulling  down  paling  or  keeping  pigs  near  that 
stream,  there  are  some  who,  in  open  defiance  of  that  Order,  do  not 
only  open  the  paling,  but  with  dirty  vessels  take  the  water  they 
want  above  the  tanks,  and  thereby  disturb  and  thicken  the  whole 
stream  below,  the  Governor  thinks  it  necessary  to  give  ihis  infer 
mation  to  every  description  of  people  that  he  expects  when  an. 


*  Post,  p.  81. 


t  See  Vol.  ii,  p.  826. 


BOBBEBIES*  11 

Qrd^  is  given  it  is  to  be  obeyed.     If,  therefore,  any  person  is      1796 
hereafter  known  either  to  pull  dovm  or  open  the  paling  round     ssjah. 
the  stream,  or  to  dip  their  water  abore  the  tanks,  they  will  be  ^^^^ 
immediately  confined  and  punished  in  such  manner  as  their  dis-  stmHu. 
(ibedienoe  of  this  Order  shall  deserve. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

26th  January,  1796.  26  Jan. 

Parole — Boston.  Countersign — Bengal. 
As  the  expeditious  unloading  the  storeship*  which  is  arrived  here  Hjjj^}"*^  * 
will  reopre  the  assistance  of  a  greater  number  of  people  than  we 
at  present  have  at  public  labor,  it  is  the  Governor's*  directions  that 
three  men  from  each  farm  having  ten,  be  immediately  sent  in  for 
this  purpose,  who  will  be  returned  to  their  farms  as  soon  as  this 
work  is  compleated.  

GrOVEBNHENT  AND   GENERAL    OrDER. 

29th  January,  1796.  »Jan. 

Parole — Hotham.  Countersign — Royal  George. 

The  Diany  robberies  which  have  lately  been  committed  render  it  Robberies, 
necessary  that  some  steps  should  be  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  a  prac- 
tice so  destructive  of  the  happiness  and  comfort  of  the  industrious.  ' 
And  as  it  is  well  known  that  a  fellow  known  by  the  name  of  Black 
Caesarf  has  absented  himself  some  time  past  from  his  work,  and 
has  carried  with  him  a  musquet,  notice  is  hereby  given  that  who- 
ever shall  secure  this  man  Black  Csesar  and  bring  him  in  with  his 
arms  shall  receive  as  a  reward  five  gallons  of  spirits. 

The  Governor  thinks  it  further  necessary  to  inform  those  settlers 
or  people  employed  in  shooting,  who  may  have  been  occasionally 
s^uppUed  with  powder  and  shot,  that  if  it  shall  be  discovered  here- 
after that  they  have  so  abus'd  the  confidence  placed  in  them  as  to 
supply  those  common  plunderers  with  any  part  of  their  ammuni-  J^^SiSon 
tion,  steps  will  be  taken  immediately  for  their  punishment,  as  they  to  outlaws. 
will  be  considered  accomplices  in  the  robberies  committed  by  those 
whom  they  have  so  supplied. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Deputy  Judge- Advocate  Hibbins^  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

His  Majesty's  armed  ship  the  Reliance,  at  sea, 
Dear  Sir,  29th  January,  1796. 

I  am  now  on  my  passage  to  Norfolk  Island  with  my  family. 
This  is  no  other  than  a  second  counterpart  of  a  first  original  letter 

*  the  Gens,  storariiip.  She  anrived  on  the  28nl  Jmmmry,  1706,  after  a  peerage  from 
&^  d  twenty-ttaeTweeke. 

tlUi  men  wee  eOefed  by  OoUine  (voi.  i, p.  467)  to heive g\ren  more  titrable  tbaii  anr 
owr  Gomict  in  Uie  eeraement.  He  ww  ahot  by  one  of  two  men  who,  lured  by  the  rewani, 
"^  *mtn  nwrrhliM:  tor  him  ewnn  ilejre 

'  "^ — B  Htb^B,  appdnted  Depufy  Judge- Advocate  in  Norfolk,  on  12th  July,  1794. 
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1706  wrote  to  you  and  bis  Excellencj  the  Governor  on  the  same  Bubject, 

20  Jan.  ^ut  with  some  material  additions,  intending  them  to  be  transmitted 

rr-",  by  different  conveyances,  on  account  of  the  probability  or  possi- 

corroBpon-  bility  of  still  existing  war  and  captures,  a&  well  as  the  common 

dence.  ^^^  ^^^^  perils  of  the  seas. 

An  omission.  By  a  casual  omission  or  oversight  his  Majesty's  Letters  Paten t"*^ 
creating  and  establishing  the  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature 
intended  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  to  be  established  in  Norfolk 
Island  does  not  make  its  appearance.  I  have  brought  with  me 
my  Commission  as  Judge- Advocate  of  the  same,  and  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  but  the  Act  expressly  says  in  the  second  clause  : 
"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  his 
Majesty  may,  by  his  Commission  under  the  Great  Seal,  authorize 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  person  for  the  time  being  administer- 
ing the  government  of  his  Majesty's  settlement  in  Norfolk  Island, 
to  convene  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require,  a  Court  of 

Criminal      Judicature  for  the  trial  and  punishment  of  all  such  outrages  and 

Court.  misbehaviours  as  if  committed  within  this  realm  would  be  deemed 
and  taken,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  realm,  to  be  treason,  or 
misprision  thereof,  felony,  or  misdemeanour,"  drc,  <S^c.,  but  sucb 
Commission  under  the  Great  Seal,  or  his  Majesty's  Privy  Seal,  or 
his  Majesty's  Letters  Patent,  are  not  at  present  to  be  found  in  the 
Southern  Hemisphere;  it  would  be,  therefore,  highly  illegal  to  hold 
such  Coart.  In  consequence  thereof,  his  Excellency  has  caused 
the  oaths  of  office  and  qualification  usually  taken  and  subscribed 
by  a  Justice  of  Peace  to  be  administered  to  me,  that  I  may  confine 
myself  to  acting  in  that  capacity  alone  until  the  Patent  does 
arrive.     I  have  also  observed,  upon  a  perusal  of  a  copy  of  the 

Civil  Court.  Patent  for  New  South  Wales,  that  a  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction  is 
thereby  ordained  and  directed  to  be  held,  composed  of  the  Judge- 
Advocate  and  two  other  fit  and  proper  persons  inhabiting  the 
said  settlement,  to  which  Civil  Court  is  given  power  "  to  hold 
plea  of;  and  to  hear  and  determine  in  a  summary  way  all  pleas 
concerning  lands,  houses,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  and  all 
manner  of  interest  therein  ;  and  all  pleas  of  debt,  account  or  other 
contracts,  trespasses,  and  all  manner  of  other  personal  pleas  what- 
soever." 

And  the  King  <*  farther  ordains  and  grants  to  the  said  Court 
][K>wer  to  grant  probates  of  will  and  administration  of  the  personal 
estates  of  intestates  dying  within  the  place  or  settlement  aforesaid," 
which  Civil  Court  and  powers  should,  I  imagine,  be  contained 
in  the  Patent  for  Norfolk,  as  well  as  in  that  for  Sydney.  I 
have  also  been  informed  by  Capt.  Collins  that  when  he  first  came 
out  to  New  South  Wales  he  was  allowed  by  Government,  and 

Lawbookr.   brought  with  him,  a  certain  number  of  well-chosen  law-books,  to 

*  The  Patent  viis  sent  out  1>y  the  shin  Marquis  Comwallis,  which  arrived  at  S}'dne\*  o 
the  11th  Februarj-,  1796 
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assist  him  in  tbe  discharge  of  his  pablic  duty,  which  aid  and  17M 
allowance  I  hope  will,  and  prcssingly  request  may,  be  granted  s>Jan. 
to  me,  for  I  remained  in  England  near  eight  months  longer  than 
I  expected,  and  after  I  had  settled  and  arranged  my  private 
affiiira  at  a  great  expence,  and  during  one  of  the  longest  and 
severest  winters  ever  remembered,  when  all  the  necessaries  of  life 
were  exorbitantly  dear,  so  that  I  found  it  impossible  to  provide 
myself  with  several  necessary  law-books  I  ought  not  to  be  without, 
puticolarly  the  Statutes  At  large. 

A  list  of  books  supplied  to  the  J  udji^ Advocate  of  New  South  The  JudKe- 
Wales : — ^The  Statutes  at  large,  Hale's  Historia  Placitorum  Corona,  librae-. 
Hawkins's  da,  Foster's  Reports  and  Discourses  upon  Crown  Law, 
Crown  Circuit  Companion,  Addington's  Penal  Statutes,  Jacob's 
Law  Dictionary,    Blackstone's    Commontaries,    Bum's   Justice, 
Reeve's  History  of  the  English  Law,  One  Year's  Session  Papers.* 

I  humbly  request  that  the  last  editions  of  these  books  may  be 
transmitted,  and  that  instead  of  Bum's  Justice  and  the  Crown 
Circuit  Companion,  which  are  amongst  those  I  have  already,  I 
may  be  supplied  with  those  subjoined,  vizt. : — Impey's  Practice  in 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  Buller's  Nisi  Prius,  and  the  Crown 
Circuit  Assistant,  with  Wood's  Conveyancing,  or  some  other 
eminent  author  on  that  subject. 

Subjecting,  however,  the  list  in  general  to  such  alterations  or 
additions  as  his  Majesty's  Judge- Advocate-General,  or  any  of  his 
principal  law  officers,  if  consulted,  might  deem  proper  to  advise. 

I  wish  also  I  could  be  supplied  with  a  moderate  quantity  of 
stationery,  as  such  is  the  very  nature  of  my  office  that  I  must 
unquestionably  use  a  great  deal,  and  of  which  I  have  but  an 
inconsiderable  quantum  at  present 

I  take  the  liberty  strongly  to  recommend  additional  information 
to  be  inserted  in  the  lists  of  convicts,  usually  transmitted  with  them,  Rc.x>ni8  of 
and  that  [what]  is  the  particular  crimes  or  oflTences  they  have  been  con^»<^^^»- 
guilty  of,  which  would  give  but  little  more  trouble  at  the  time  of 
making  out  such  lists;  but  more  particularly  in  cases  of  perjury. 
Offenders  of  this  description  are  in  certain  cases  liable  to  trans- 
portation (see  Stat.),  and  in  others  to  capital  punishment;  but 
in  these  latter  cases  his  Majesty's  well-known  clemency  might  be 
sometimes  extended,  on  condition  of  transportation  for  a  term  of 
years,  or  for  life;  and  it  would  be  most  injurious  to  society  in  any 
part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  to  subject  them  to  the  testimony 
of  so  dangerous  an  offender.  It  is  a  general  rule  in  all  cases,  civil 
and  criminal,  the  best  evidence  that  may  be  had,  or  that  the  nature 
of  the  thing  will  bear,  is  to  be  given.  Many  times  juries,  together 
with  other  matter,  are  much  induced  by  presumptions,   either 

*  A  aimflar  liit  bad  been  sent  by  Hibbins  to  Governor  Hunter  in  November,  1795.— Vol.  ii, 
Ft  34a 
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1706      violent  or  probable;    so  must  a  Judge- Advocate  and  the  other 
20  Jan.     members  of  a  Court  here,  of  necessi^,  be  more  subject  to  such 
inducements,   for  the  want  in  general   of  such  competent  and 
credible  witnesses  as  may  be  procured  in  the  United  Kingdom  ; 
therefore  every  brief  information  which  might  in  the  least  degree 
assist  the  judgment  of  the  Court  should  be  annexed  to  the  name 
of  each  convict ;.  and  if,  as  it  sometimes  happens,  any  light  is 
thrown  out  in  the  course  of  their  trials  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  upon  their  general  and  true  characters,  or  whether  they 
AnteoedentB  are  old  offenders,  or  otherwise,  &c.  (for  there  are  different  degrees 
of  oonviots.  q£  yioQ  j^^  criminality,  and  they  cannot  all  be  supposed  to  be 
equally  bad;  some  may  be  better  disposed  than  others).     I  think 
an  intimation  of  such  circumstances  should  and  easily  might  be 
comprised  in  such  lists  under  different  heads.     The  proper  office- 
who  makes  out  these  lists  should  consider  the  immense  distance 
we  are  at  here  from  home,  and  how  impracticable  it  is  to  obtain 
any  farther  communication  or  information  concerning  these  con- 
victs than  what  is  contained  in  such  lists.    Before  his  Majesty, 
Imprison-     With  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  had  judged  fit  to  appoint 
Jraiks.^  ****  the  present  places  to  which  certain  offenders  should  be  transported, 
and  after  the  separation  of  the  English  Colonies  in  America  from 
their  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  when  the  exile  of  felons  to 
that  country  became  impracticable,  a  punishment  in  lieu  of  trans- 
portation  was  enacted  by  statute,  that  male  persons  might  be 
sent  on  board  ships  or  vessels  (commonly  called  the  hulks)  on  the 
river  Thames,  &c.,  for  specified  terms,  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour, 
<kc. ;  and  the  Clerk  of  Assize  was  directed  by  the  said  Act  to  give 
Records       to  the  sheriff  or  gaoler  a  certificate  in  writing  under  his  hand, 
shSi?^  ^  containing  an  account  of  the  christian  name,  surname,  and  age 
of  such  offender,  of  his  offence,  of  the  Court  before  which  he  was 
convicted,  and  of  the  term  for  which  he  shall  be  so  ordered  to 
hard  labour ;  and  the  said  sheriff  or  gaoler  was  to  deliver  him, 
with  the  certificate,  to  the  superintendant,  <&a     I  therefore  sub- 
mit it  to  the  judgment  of  any  of  his  Majesty's  law  officers  if  such 
sort  of  certificate,  or  certified  list,  should  not  be  transmitted  to 
the  Governor  of  these  settlements  for  his  Excellency's  and  the 
Lieut.-Gov'r  of  Norfolk's  information,  and  that  of  the  Judges- 
Advocate  of  both  colonies,  instead  of  the  very  laconic  one  usually 
A  lax  ^^^  ^^^'  which  contains  only  their  names  and  the  term  of  years 

system.  for  which  they  are  transported  ;  and  that  from  Ireland,  I  beheve, 
only  notifies  their  names,  without  even  mentioning  the  time  or 
terms.  With  regard  to  the  books  above  mentioned,  I  have  no 
objection  to  consider  them  as  public  property  to  devolve  to  a 
successor,  on  account  of  the  expence,  the  vast  distance  from  home, 
and  the  inconvenience  the  person  who  may  succeed  me  hereafter 
may  be  put  to  for  the  want  of  them,  besides  the  injury  his 
Majesty's  service  may  sustain  in  the  interim. 
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With  respect  te  atationeiy,  when  it  is  ooBsidered  that  my  duty      1796 
will  require  me  to  act  in  the  threefold  capacity  of  a  Justice  oi     »jan. 
Peace,  a  Judge- Advocate  of  a  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature,  and  g^^j^  , 
abo^  I  suppose,  of  a  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction,  whose  whole         ^^' 
proceedings  in  either  case  are  required  to  be  reduced  to  writing, 
I  must,  <xf  course,  use  a  great  deal,  and  therefore  hope  I  shiJl 
not  be  thought  unreasonable  to  ask  the  allowance  of  a  moderate 
quantity. 

I  wiU  thank  you,  sir,  to  lay  this  letter  before  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  or,  in  case  of  his  Grace's  resignation  or  death, 
before  his  successor ;  and  I  assure  both  you  and  him  that  I  am 
actuated  wholly  by  a  seoce  of  duty  and  an  anxious  desire  to 
discharge  a  trust  reposed  in  me,  so  important  as  the  due  admin- 
istratioEn  of  justice,  with  fidelity  to  my  King  and  country,  and 
without  oppression  to  the  subject.  Hoping  this  will  find  you  in 
good  health,  and  my  country  beginning  at  least  to  enjoy  the 
blessings  of  an  honourable  peace,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

I  am,  <kc., 

T.    HiBBIHB. 

P.S. — 9  February,  1796. — In  two  days  more  it  will  be  three  The 
weeks  since  we  left  Port  Jackson,  having  met  with  continual  ^"^****'- 
contrary  winds  and  very  hard  gales,  which  was  quite  unexpected 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  is  an  uncommon  long  and  tedious 


15  February,  1796. — On  this  day  myself  and  family  were  safely 
landed  on  Norfolk  Island.  T.H. 

Since  my  arrival  I  have  laid  this  letter  before  his  Honor  the  King's 
Lieuttw-Govr.,  for  any  alteration  his  better  information  or  superior  Seiit?^ 
judgment  might  deem  more  proper ;  and  the  answer  he  i*e turned 
me  was,  "That  he  did  not  see  the  alteration  of  one  word  necessary ; 
that  he  approved  of  the  whole,  and  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
Civil  Court,  which  was  much  wanted  here;  and  that  if  he  had  had 
time  he  would  have  wrote  about  it  himself."  T.H. 


GOVERNUENT  AND  GENERAL  OrDER. 

6th  February,  1796.  6  Feb. 

Parole — Milbrook.  Countersign — Cawsand. 

The  very  riotous  manner  in  which  the  soldiers  have  conducted  outrage  bj- 
thenaelves  this  morning,  and  the  very  unwarrantable  liberty  they  ***^*®"- 
ha¥e  thought  proper  to  take  in  destroying  the  dwelling-house  of 
John  Banghan,  is  so  flagrant  a  crime  against  the  laws  established 
in  this  colony  that  nothing  but  the  want  of  proof  to  substantiate 
who  the  principal  actors  in  this  disgraceful  business  wen*  could 
possibly  prevent  their  being  immediately  tried  for  so  glaring  an 
offence  against  the  peace  of  the  colony. 
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1796  The  Governor  thinks  it  necessary  to  assure  the  soldiers  that  he 

5  Feb.  considers  their  conduct  upon  this  occasion  to  have  been  disgraceful 
—       to  the  character  of  a  British  soldier,  and  that  he  did  hope  to 

spcak«his     have  found  men  amongst  them  who  would  have  had  pride  enough 

mind.  iq  have  stood  forward  and  pointed  out  the  ringleaders  of   so 

mutinous  a  conduct,  for  in  no  other  light  can  it  be  considered 
than  that  of  mutiny  when  the  military  assemble  in  such  numbers 
unknown  to  their  officers,  who  are  at  all  times  ready  to  listen  to 
any  complaints  they  may  have  to  make,  and  to  see  that  agreeable 
to  common  justice  they  are  redressed.  If  the  soldiers  expect  that 
the  Governor  or  any  of  the  officers  in  this  settlement  can  hereafter 
consider  them  as  hereafter  meriting  the  honorable  appellation  of 
British  troops,  it  must  be  by  their  bringing  forward  the  ring- 
leaders or  advisers  of  this  disgraceful  conduct,  in  order  that  the 

Ringleaders  stigma  may  be  wiped  away  by  such  worthless  characters  being 

to  be  tried.   ^j^Qugj^^  ^  ij^\  f^^  ^y^[^  shameful  conduct* 


The  ration.    Thb  small  quantity  of  flour  remaining  in  the  settlement  rendei-s  it 
necessary  to  alter  the  ration  to  the  following : — 

To  Soldiers  and  Free  People, 


To  free 


people. 

Beef       .. 

1        ...         ...         .••        ... 

.. . 

...     71b.,  or 

Pork      ... 

■         ...        ...         .••         ... 

... 

...    41b. 

Flour      .. 

>         ...         ...         ...         ... 

...     41b. 

Rice       .. 

i        ...        ••■         ...        ... 

... 

...    3  lb. 

Wheat    .. 

.         ...         ...         ...         ... 

... 

...    31b. 

Pease     .., 

•        ...        ...        ...         ... 

... 

...    3  pints. 

Sugar     .. 



... 

...    6oz. 

To  con\  icta. 

Beef       .. 
Pork 
Flour      .. 
Eice 

Wheat    .. 
Maize     .. 
Sugar     .. 

To  Convicts. 
Women  and  children  in 

proportion. 

...     71b.,  or 
...    41b. 
...    21b. 
...     41b. 
...     31b. 
...     41b. 
...    6oz. 

Jno.  Hunter 

•  From  the  account  given  by  Collins  (vol.  1,  p.  454),  the  riotous  conduct  of  the  soldiers 
oroBe  out  of  a  long-standingr  quarrel  between  two  ex-oonvicts— one  a  private  in  the  corps; 
the  other  the  roaster-carpenter  at  Svdney  (John  Baughan).  The  soldier,  it  appears,  had  been 
reported  by  Baughaii  for  leaving  his  post  when  on  sentr}',  and  had  been  in  consequence 

t>Iaoed  in  oonflnement  by  the  sergeant  of  the  guard.  The  company  to  which  the  sentinel 
)eIonged  resented  Baughan's  conduct.  On  the  morning  following  the  arrest,  the3' 
repaired  in  a  body  to  his  cottage,  and,  in  addition  to  severely  maltreating  him,  they  totally 
demolished  his  house,  outhouses,  and  furniture,  before  eithc  r  the  civil  or  military  could 
inter\'ene.  A  warrant  was  taken  out  for  the  arrest  of  four  of  the  principals,  but  before  it 
could  be  executed  the  soldiers  expressed  their  regret,  and  oflTered  to  indemnify  the  carpenter, 
and  the  warrant  was  withdrawn.  Collins  attributed  this  outbreak  to  the  number  of  ex- 
convicts  who  had  been  allowed  to  enlist. 
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Governor  Hunter  to  Captain  Paterson.  1796 

Sir,  Sydney,  7th  February,  1796.  7  Feb. 

Since  I  saw  you  this  morning  I  have  turned  in  my  mind  jjunter  and 
the  subject  of  our  conversation,  and  I  have  in  consequence  chang'd  the  soldiers, 
ray  intention  of  speaking  to  the  soldiers  myself.     I  see  that  it 
wou'd  be  a  condescention  on  my  part  which  their  violent  and 
unsoldierlike  conduct  does  not  entitle  them  to  from  me.    I  stand 
in  this  colony  as  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  the  representative  of 
our  Sovereign ;  anything,  therefore,  that  could  lessen  me  in  the 
eye  of  the  public  would  be  degrading  the  King's  authority,  which 
shall  never  suffer  in  my  person  whilst  I  am  capable  of  giving  it 
its  full  power  and  consequence.     I  never  can  or  will  listen  to 
the  complaints  of  any  set  of  men  who  feel  themselves  above  pre-    • 
ferring  them  with  moderation,  and  a  decent  submission  to  the  The  civil 
laws  and  regulations  of  the  colony ;  they  must  not — they  shall  ?uUu^te<i** 
not — dictate  laws  and  rules  for  the  government  of  this  settlement; 
they  were  sent  here  by  his  Majesty  to  support-  the  civil  power  in 
the  execution  of  its  functions,  but  they  seem  disposed  to  take  all 
law  into  their  own  hands,  and  to  direct  it  in  whatever  way  best 
may  suit  their  own  views. 

Their  violence  upon  the  late  occasion  shall  be  laid  before  the 
King,*  and  the  principal  actors  in  it  shall  be  pointedly  mark'd,  in 
order  that  justice  the  most  perfect  be  done  to  everyone  concerned 
in  it.     I  must  declare  to  you,  sir,  that  the  conduct  of  this  part  of 
the  New  South  Wales  Corps  has  been,  in  my  opinion,  the  most 
violent  and  outrageous  that  was  ever  heard  of  by  any  British  Conduct 
regiment  whatever,  and  I  shall  consider  every  step  they  may  go  any^Britisi?' 
farther  in  aggravation  as  rebellion  against  his  Majesty's  govern-  regiment, 
ment  and  authority,  of  which  the  most  early  notice  shall  be  taken, 
and  those  concerned  be  in  due  time  obliged  to  answer  for  it,  most 
probably  with  their  lives.     This  is  all  I  think  it  necessary  to 
trouble  you  with.     Their  conduct  will  be  pointedly  marked  thro' 
all  its  stages,  and  I  will  be  firm  and  resolv'd  in  such  steps  as  it 
may  be  necessary  for  me  to  pursue,  and  of  this  you,  as  their  com- 
manding officer,  will  be  pleas'd  to  inform  them. 

I  am,  (&c., 
Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

8th  FebiTiary,  1796.  8  Feb. 

Parole — Eespect.  Countersign —  Obedien  ce. 

The  recent  conduct  of  that  part  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  TheoMtrage 
doing  duty  at  Sydney  having  been  turbulent  beyond  example,  and  ^^*  ^^^^^^ 
a  daring  violation  of  the  public  peace  of  this  settlement,  as  well  as 
dangerous  to  the  lives  and  dwellings  of  its  inhabitants,  and  as 

*  See  Governor  Ranter's  letters  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  post,  pp.  42, 64,  anU  ihe  Duke's 
"ply,  post.  p.  294. 

VOL.  Ill — B 
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1796      from  the  scattered  manner  in  which  the  soldiers  live  their  general 

8  Feb.      conduct  Cannot  be  so  minutely  inspected  by  their  officers  as  ^vre 

—       find  from  experience  is  requisite,  the  commanding  officer  will  give 

Corps  to       directions  that  as  soon  as  the  barracks  can  be  repaired  they  do  in 

bamSjS.      future  occupy  them,  instead  of  sleeping  in  huts  at  a  distance  from 

them,  those  buildings  having  been  erected  for  that  purpose.       Hj 

this  means  they  will  be  more  immediately  under  the  eye  of  their 

officers,  who  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  able  to  prevent  any  such  unnxilitary 

conduct  hereafter.  Jno.  Huntkr. 


Court. 


Government  and  General  Order. 
12  Feb.  12th  February,  1796. 

Parole — Marquis.  Countersign — Comwallis. 

Criminal      A  CouRT  of  Criminal  Judicature,  consisting  of  the  Judge- Advocate, 
'^     '  one  officer  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Supply,  and  five  officers  of  the  New 

South  Wales  Corps,  will  assemble  on  Monday,  the  15th  instant,  at 
10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  for  the  trial  of  such  prisoners  as  may  be 
brought  before  it.  Jno.  Hunter. 


Government  and  General  Order. 
18  Feb.  13th  February,  1796. 

Parole — Duke.  Countersign — Portland. 

Court-         A  General  Court-martial  is  to  assemble  at  9  o'clock  on  Thursday 
martial.       moming,  the  18th  instant,  for  the  trial  of  all  such  prisoners  as  may 
be  brought  before  it. 

New  Sovih  Wales  Corps — Members. 
Captn.  Willm.  Paterson,  President. 
Captn.  John  McArthur. 
Captn.  John  Townson. 
Lieut.  John  Thomas  Prentice. 
Lieut.  John  Piper. 
Ensign  Neil  McKellar. 
Ensign  James  Hunt  Lucas. 
Captain  David  Collins,  of  the  marines,  to  officiate  as  Deputy 
Judge- Advocate.  Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

14  Feb.  14th  February,  1796. 

Parole — Earl.  Countersign — Fitzwilliam. 

As  from  the  violent  and  unwarrantable  manner  in  which   that 
part  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  doing  duty  at  Sydney  con- 
ducted themselves  on  the  5th  instant,  in  the  destruction  of  the 
john^^  ®'   dwelling-house  and  all  its  furniture  belonging  to  John  Baughaii, 
Baughan.      it  is  natural  enough  in  every  inhabitant  of  this  colony  (should 
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snch  oonduct  be  suffered  to  pass  unnoticed)  to  entertain  appre-      1796 
hensions  for  the  safety  of  their  persons,  and  the  preservation  of     14  peb. 
their  habitations,  whenever  any  private  soldier  shall  think  proper 
to  consider  him  as  a  person  deserving  chastisement,  the  Governor 
diinks  it  necessary  to  publish  in  this  manner  to  the  inhabitants 
of  all  the  districts  of  the  colony  his  reasons  for  not    having, 
agreeable  to  his  first  determmation,  carried  on  the  most  serious 
criminal  prosecution  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  against  the  offenders 
in  this  shameful  transaction.     A  warrant  having  been  issued  for  A  wwrmnt 
the  apprehension  of  four  of  these  men  concerned,  whose  persons  ^      ^ 
were  known  and  had  been  deposed  to,  he  was  prevailed  on  at  the 
instance  of  the  officers  to  suspend  for  a  short  time  the  execution 
of  the  warrant,  in  order  that  the  men  might  be  paraded  and  spoken 
to  by  their  officers,  as  well  as  to  hear  a  letter  read  which  the 
Governor  had  written  to  their  commanding  officer  upon  the  subject 
of  this  disgraceful  conduct,  signifying  his  Excellency's  determin- 
ation in  consequence  of  it.     A  message  was  then  brought  to  the 
GoYemor  by  Captain  McArthur  in  the  name  of  the  corps,  ex- 
pressive of  their  contrition,  their  sincere  concern  for  what  had  The 
happened,  promising  at  the  same  time  that  they  would  endeavour  wntrition. 
by  their  future  conduct  to  wipe  away  the  odium  which  this  recent 
instance  of  disorder  and  want  of  respect  for  the  laws,  the  peace, 
and  order  of  the  settlement  had  brought  upon  them ;  they  also 
agreed  to  indemnify  the  sufferer  for  his  loss.    Upon  receiving  this 
message  by  the  above  officer,  and  by  the  personal  petition  of  the 
snferer,  John  Baughan,  that  the  warrant  of  apprehension  might 
not  be  executed,  the  Governor  ordered  it  to  be  withdrawn ;  the  The  warruit 
consequences  would  otherwise  most  probably  have  been  fatal  to  '^**«*»*^- 
some.    The  Governor  takes  this  opportunity  of  assuring  all  persons 
resident  in  every  part  of  his  Majesty's  territory  over  which  he 
has  the  honor  to  preside  that  his  determination  is  to  preserve  the 
peace,  order,  and  tranquility  of  these  settlements  by  every  means 
which  the  laws  can  furnish.     And  as  it  has  been  intimated  to  his 
Excellency  that  many  of  the  convicts  take  opportunities  of  shewing  ThcoonTidi 
a  degree  of  insolence  to  the  military  which  is  on  no  account  to  be  ^**"*^' 
suffo^,  he  assures  them  that  those  who  shall  presume  to  act  in 
snch  manner  shall  be  punished  in  the  most  exemplary  way. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Memorandum.* 
[In  the  handwriting  of  Governor  Hunter.] 
Ox  the  7th  of  March,  1796,  the  Governor  received  a  letter  from  Bainuanand 
Mr.  Balmain,  the  principal  surgeon  to  the  colony,  enclosing  copys  *•■**'"*"'• 
of  a  correspondence  which  had  passed  between  him,    Captain 
McArthur,  and  the  officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps.     Mr. 
Balmain  states  in  his  letter  how  very  difficult  it  must  at  all  times 

*  Tfab  memorandiuii  bean  no  date.   Its  contents  rafllce  to  Indicate  its  place  in  the  Recorda. 
The  saboifo  of  Balmain  was  named  after  the  turgeon  here  mentioned. 
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The  case  0 

John 

Baujjrhan. 


A  letter 
from  the 
officers. 


Macarthur's 

alleged 

disposition. 


Folmain's 
leply. 


The  officers' 
answer. 


prove  for  any  man  to  do  the  duty  of  a  civil  magistrate  when,  by 
the  proper  discliarge  of  that  duty,  he  is  liable  to  the  reproaches 
and  insults  of  a  body  of  officers,  some  of  whom  we  know  were  at 
that  time  in  the  Commission  of  the  Peace. 

Tlie  outrage  committed  by  the  military  which  occasion'd  this 
correspondence  was  transmitted  home,  and  laid  before  the  Seci-e- 
tary  of  State  in  1796. 

Mr.  Balmain,  in  his  capacity  as  a  civil  magistrate,  having  met 
the  man  (John  Baughan)  whose  house  had  been  attacked  an<i 
furniture  destroyed,  had  questioned  him  on  the  subject  At  this 
time  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  were  alarmed,  and  there  ^'cis 
a  general  cry  for  justice  ;  but  it  having  gone  forth  amongst  the 
military  that  Mr.  Balmain  had  interrogated  Jno.  Baughau  upon 
the  business,  and  that  he  had  found  him,  from  fear,  inclined  to 
submit  to  his  sufferings,  Mr.  Balmain  told  him  he  was  liable  to 
prosecution  for  compounding  a  felony,  and  that  he,  Mr.  Balmain, 
might,  perhaps,  be  the  first  to  forward  such  prosecution.  Upon 
this  idea  of  the  military  that  Mr.  Balmain,  who  was  only  acting  as 
a  strict  magistrate,  had  interroi'ated  Jno.  Baughan,  he  received  a 
letter  in  the  name  of  the  military  officers,  the  purport  of  wliich 
was,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  that  the  writer  was  instructed  by 
his  brother-officers  to  request  an  answer  to  two  questions.  Tlie 
first  was,  if  he  had  insiste<l  or  advised  Jno.  Baughan  to  prosecute 
the  soldiers  ?  The  other  was  whether  he  had  threatened  Baughan 
with  a  prosecution  if  he  withdrew  his  complaint?  [The  docu- 
ment was  signed  by  John  M*carthur.] 

Mr.  Balmain  observes  in  his  letter  of  complaint  to  the  Govr.  that 
he  hopes  he  shall  not  be  accus'd  of  malice  for  obser^'ing  that  Mr. 
McArthur's  propensity  to  turbulence  and  litigation  has  ever  been 
conspicuous  in  this  colony,  and  tliat  he  has  not  himself  scrupled 
to  avow  his  inclination  to  be  contentious,  and  to  undervalue  the 
power  of  the  civil  authority. 

Mr.  Balmain's  reply*  to  the  above  questions  were,  first,  relative 
to  the  prosecuting  Baughan  if  he  compounded  a  felony,  that  he 
had  said  so  much  to  Baughan  ;  and  farther,  that  as  the  man's 
wife  appeared  appreliensive  that  the  soldiers  would  murder  lier 
husband,  that  he  had  told  him  lie  had  nothing  to  fear  on  that 
score.  He  also  added,  that  if  he  said  more,  and  any  person  would 
put  him  in  mind  of  it,  if  it  was  fact,  he  would  most  readily 
acknowledge  he  had  done  so.  Tliese  answers  were  addressed  t^* 
Captain  McArthur. 

Mr.  Balmain  rec'd,  immediately  after  this  reply,  a  kind  of  note 
or  written  message  (10th  February,  1796)  in  the  name  of  the 
officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  of  which  the  purport  >vas 

^  In  the  miuvin  of  the  original  the  date  of  Balmain's  reply  is  given  as  the  8th  February 
1790. 
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"That   after   a   calm   and   dispassionate    consideration  of  Mr.      1796 
Balmain's  conduct,  as  expressed  in  his  letter  to  Capt.  McArthur, 
they  should  be  wanting  in  justice  to  themselves  if  they  omitted  U) 
express  their  indignation  at  his  shamefully  malevolent  interference 
la  the  afiairs  of  their  corps." 

Let  any  indifferent  person  consider  this,  and  say  what  is  their  a  m^ij- 
opinion  of  the  proper  duty  of  a  magistrate  m  a  case  where  the 
military  happen  to  be  the  rioters,  and  their  officers  in  a  body 
undertake  to  threaten  the  civil  magistrate  for  doing  his  duty  ? 

In  this  written  message  they  had  recourse  to  a  conversation 
which  had  pass'd  between  Mr.  Balmain  and  the  surgeon  of  the 
«i»rps,  who  had  agreed  with  him  in  saying  that  in  consequence 
of  this  last  outrage  they  were  all  damn'd.  They  conclude  this 
message  by  observing  that  those  predicted  curses  wou'd  probably 
recoil  on  his  own  plotting  head  and  guilty  heart. 

Upon  this  message  Mr.  Balmain  wrote  (10th  February)  to  the  ^^"gll'* 
commanding  officer  of  the  corps,  in  which  he  acknowledges  an  officers, 
esteem  for  many  officers  of  the  corps.  He  says  that  he  despises  and 
positively  denys  the  malevolent  charges  with  which  they  have 
branded  him,  and  that  he  is  fully  persuaded  that,  altho*  the  whole 
>xirly  of  the  officers  are  drawn  into  tliis  dispute,  and  that  in  their 
name  generally  they  have  endeavour'd  to  heap  reproach  upon  his 
head,  they  have  been  excited  thereto  by  the  base  insinuation  of 
some  particular  person  who  delights  in  strife,  and  who  wou'd  meet 
from  him  the  chastisement  he  merits  if  he  cou'd  fix  on  him. 

To  this  letter  Mr.  Balmain  did  not  receive  any  answer.  He, 
however,  thought  fit,  after  writing  the  above  letter,  to  reply  to 
their  written  message  by  a  letter  addressed  to  Captain  McArthur, 
10  the  following  effect : — That  he  thinks  it  scarsely  within  the  Balmain 
Ijoands  of  probability  that  any  set  of  gentlemen  cou'd  be  led,  Macarthur. 
from  any  wish  of  their  own,  to  address  him,  who  had  given  them 
no  personal  offence,  in  the  oprobrious  language  which  the  officers 
of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  had  thought  proper  to  apply  to 
him  that  day,  and  that  as  the  letter  he  had*  received  on  the  present 
subject  two  days  ago  was  from  him,  and  that  which  was  left  at 
his  house  that  day  was  in  his  handwriting,  he  had  no  doubt  but  a  chaUenge. 
that  he  was  the  chief  promoter  and  principal  author  of  the  abuse 
with  which  he  had  that  day  been  loaded.  He  then  acknowledged 
his  esteem  for  many  of  the  officers,  and  concludes  by  telling  him 
that  he  considers  him  a  base  rascal  and  an  atrocious  liar  and 
villain,  and  says  his  friend,  Mr.  Palmer,*  the  Commissary,  who  is 
the  bearer,  will  receive  his  answer. 

Upon  this  letter  Mr.  Balmain  the  next  day  (1 1th  February)  rec'd 
a  letter  signed  "  the  officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,"  in 
which  they  tell  him  that  Mr.  Palmer  having  declin'd  to  deliver  a  The  offlcew 
verbal  message  from  them,  they  had  caus'd  it  to  be  written,  and  "^"^P*  *** 

*  Palmer nved  at  the  head  of  WooIIoomooloo  Bay.   Palmer-Btreet  derives  ito  name  from  him. 
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1796  was  the  opinion  of  the  officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps. 
It  was  to  this  effect :  "  That  Mr.  BaJmain's  letter  to  Captain 
McArthur  had  been  read  to  them,  and  that  they  were  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  no  other  notice  cou'd  be  taken  of  it  by 
him  but  that  which  he  did  take ;  that  the  censure  thrown  on 
Mr.  Balmain  was  the  act  of  the  whole  corps ;  that  collectively  and 
individually  they  consider'd  his  conduct  towards  them  with  the 
highest  degree  of  contempt  and  indignation ;  that  his  letter  to 
Captain  McArthur,  instead  of  lessening  that  contempt,  has  served 
to  increase  it,  as  it  proves  him  ignorant  of  the  language  of  a 
gentleman,  as  his  language  have  ditermined  him  incapable  of 
sentiments  of  honor  or  iutegrity ;  that  if  he  is  inclined  to  justify 
himself,  or  to  resent  in  a  proper  manner  the  opinion  of  the  corps 
Their  reply,  towards  him,  he  has  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  communicate  what 
his  wishes  are  with  them ;  that  if  he  desires  to  explain  himself 
individually  the  corps  will  point  out  an  officer  for  that  purpose, 
and  if  he  should  fail  in  giving  Mr.  Balmain  the  satisfaction 
required,  another  and  another  will  be  fix*d  on  untUl  there  is  not 
one  left  to  explain ;  that  it  is  hop'd  Mr.  B.  will  not  understand 
what  has  been  said  as  an  unmeaning  threat,  for  he  may  assure 
himself  tliat  they  are  all  earnest  for  an  opportunity  of  punishiug^ 
the  infamous  conduct  of  the  person  on  whose  part  Mr.  Palmer 
stood  there,  and  that  no  one  will  voluntarily  resign  to  the  other 
his  right  to  inflict  it." 
Bftimain'B  Mr.  Balmain  sent  by  his  friend,  Mr.  Palmer,  his  last  message  ( 1 1  th 
SSSShur,  February),  which  was  chiefly  addressed  to  Captain  McArthur,  and 
offlocm!*  ^^  ^^^  ^  *^^^  effect  nearly  :  "  That  he  will  ever  aquit  himself  of  any 
intention  to  offend  the  officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  and 
therefore  will  justify  himself  on  that  head  ;  that  he  has  no  desire 
to  quarrel  with  any  man,  altho'  the  message  just  reoeiv'd  by  Mr. 
Rowley*  is  an  illiberal  repetition  of  the  unmerited  insults  he  has 
already  receiv'd  ;  that  Mr.  McArthur  he  has  been  very  explicite 
with ;  he  cannot  therefore  be  ignorant  of  the  meaning  of  his  letter 
of  last  night  delivered  by  his  friend,  Mr.  Palmer.  Mr.  Balmain 
has  only  to  add  that  he  will  maintain  to  his  last  breath  the 
character  of  a  gentleman  in  defyance  of  every  unmanly  mode  of 
detraction  that  Mr.  McArthur  is  capable  of  using." 

The  above  is  a  true  extract  of  the  correspondence  alluded  to. 

^ W.  BALMAI17. 

Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Governor  Hunter. 
19  Feb.         Sir,  Norfolk  Island,  19th  February,  1796. 

Aflfiistant-  ^^^  enclosed  is  a  representation  from  Mr.  Thomas  Jamison, 

SaiTOon       assistant  surgeon,  stating  some  disappointments  and  inconveniences 
he  labours  under. 

As  I  do  not  conceive  myself  warrantable  in  laying  any  appli- 
cation of  that  nature  before  the  Secretary  of  State  without  your 

■  *  Thomas  Rowley,  Adjutant  of  the  New  South  Wales  Ooxps. 
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^probation,  I  imagine  that  the  most  proper  mode  of  his  request  1796 
beug  attended  to  will  be  thro'  your  Excellency,  in  caae  you  think  i^  jp^ 
it  proper. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  every  circumstance  contained  in  his 
letter  is  strictly  conformable  to  truth,  and  that  his  services,  both 
in  the  line  of  his  profession  and  on  other  occasions  at  a  time  when 
I  had  no  one  to  assist  me,  has  ever  met  with  my  approbation. 

I  have,  &c., 

Philip  Gidlet  King. 
[Encloeare.] 

Assistant-Surgeon  Jamison  to  Lieutenant-Governor  King. 

Sir,  Norfolk  Island,  19th  February,  1796. 

My  agent  having  informed  me  that  a  mistake  had  been  Jamtmn's 
made  in  the  estimate  about  my  salary,  owing  to  there  being  another  ****  °'  ^^' 
person  of  the  same  name  on  the  island,  who  is  a  superintendant,* 
in  consequence  of  which  I  had  only  been  paid  at  the  rate  of  forty 
pounds  per  annum,  and  that  my  Commission  was  only  dated  from 
the  10th  of  October,  1793,t  which  I  am  informed  is  later  than 
either  Messrs.  Thompson's  or  Leeds's,  who  are  lately  arrived  at 
Port  Jackson.      As  those  mistakes  are  likely  to  affect  me  both  in 
my  private  circumstances  and  line  of  siuxesnon,  and  as  you  are 
perfectly  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  incidents  and  my  services  His  wnices 
in  this  colony,  I  have  to  request  you  will  allow  me  to  represent  pSipecu. 
the  disappointments  I  have  experienced  during  a  service  of  eight 
yetrs  under  your  command  on  this  island,  from  which  I  hope  you 
viQ  allow*  that  my  hopes  of  a  reasonable  recompence  for  that 
sernce  have  not  been  successful  hitherto. 

Permit  me  to  represent  that  I  served  in  the  Navy  from  the  year 
1780  untill  1786,  when  I  was  appointed  surgeon's  first  mate  of  his 
Majesty's  ship  SLrius,  then  fitting  out  for  this  station.     On  my  An  officer 
arrival  in  New  South  Wales,  and  your  being  appointed  Com-  sSiui^'^' 
mandant  of  Norfolk  Island,  I  was  directed  by  Governor  Phillip  to 
accompany  you  as  assistant  surgeon  to  that  settlement,  where  I 
landed  the  4th  of  March,  1788.      Untill  your  return  to  England, 
in  March,  1790,  I  had  sole  charge  of  the  sick,  stores,  medicines,  5J^^Sr'*' 
kcj  and  I  presume  I  may  say  that  my  conduct  during  this  period,  island, 
not  only  in  the  immediate  line  of  mv  profession,  but  also  on  many 
other  occasions,  met  your  approbation.     On  your  departure  I  was 
superseded  by  Mr.  Considen,  assistant  surgeon,  and  had  leave  to 
return  to  P.  Jackson  ;  but  from  the  number  of  people  that  were 
then  (m  this  island,  and  many  of  those  that  were  landed  from  the 
Sirios  and  Supply  being  sickly,  in  a  consultation  held  by  you, 
lieutenantrGrOvemor  Boss,  and  Mr.  Considen,  assistant  surgeon, 

*  The  Siqierintendent's  name  wm  John  Jamieson. 

t  The  OommiflBion  of  Jamison  will  be  found  on  p.  67  of  Vol.  ii ;  bat  Phillip  reported,  in 
^bxcfa,  1791,  that  he  had  arapointed  him  to  the  po«ition,  and  asked  for  a  oonflnuation 
tlienaC  (ToL  i,  part  2,  p.  478)l  As  early  as  November,  1788,  PhUUp  had  recommended 
JttusoD  to  Kepeao,  bnt  nothing  appears  to  have  been  done  for  him.— lb.,  p.  219. 
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Island. 
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The  cost 
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Asks  for 
an  increase 

of  salary. 


I  was  requested  to  stay  to  assist  that  gentleman,  which  I  complied 
with,  and  continued  untill  the  return  of  Captain  Hunter  (our  pre- 
sent Governor)  in  the  Supply  to  Port  Jackson.  In  Febr'y,  1791, 
I  accompanied  him  with  an  intention  to  have  returned  to  England, 
but  on  my  arrival  there,  the  colony  being  then  in  great  want  of 
ass't  surgeons,  the  principal  surgeon  represented  it  to  Governor 
Phillip,  who,  in  consequence,  appointed  me  assistant  surgeon  to 
the  territory  of  New  South  Wales,  on  the  6th  of  March,  1791,  an 
attested  copy  of  which  I  transmitted  my  agent,  desiring  him  to 
present  it  for  confirmation.  I  returned  to  Norfolk  Island  by  the 
first  opportunity,  which  was  in  May  following.  Shortly  after  my 
arrival  I  was  sent  to  the  just-commenced  settlement  at  Phillips- 
burgh,  where  I  have  continued  as  assistant  surgeon  untill  Mr. 
Balmain's  return  to  Port  Jackson.  On  your  arrival  from  Europe,* 
Mr.  Balmain,  the  senior  assistant  surgeon,  accompanied  you,  and 
relieved  Mr.  Considen.  Since  the  former  has  been  recalled  to  Port 
Jackson  the  charge  of  the  sick  again  devolves  on  me ;  and  from 
the  very  great  want  of  assistance  to  attend  the  different  settle- 
ments on  this  island,  and  the  number  of  settlers  that  are  dispersed 
all  over  it,  on  their  respective  farms,  together  with  my  attendance 
on  the  detachment  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  which  does 
duty  here,  necessarily  occasions  me  much  additional  attendance 
and  fatigue  that  has  greatly  impaired  my  health,  from  the  fatigue 
incident  to  the  heat  of  the  climate. 

Now,  sir,  as  you  know  the  many  disappointments  and  inconveni- 
ences which  has  attended  my  situation,  and  as  you  ai-e  perfectly 
sensible  that  the  full  salary  of  five  shillings  per  day  would  not  even 
procure  the  common  necessaries  of  life,  from  the  extravagant  price 
we  are  obliged  to  pay  for  every  comfort  imported  at  this  island,  as 
the  ships  from  Europe  or  India  always  stop  at  Port  Jackson  first, 
where  their  cargoes  are  disposed  of,  so  that  we  are  often  necessitated 
to  purchase  them  at  second  hand,  sometimes  at  the  enormous  rate 
of  five  hundred  per  cent. ;  and  we  ai'e  obliged  to  pay  ten  per  cent, 
for  agency.  These  are  unavoidable  expences  which  are  annexed  to 
the  assistant  who  resides  here,  without  any  additional  emoluments 
whatever. 

Having  now  stated  the  many  disappointments  and  inconveni- 
ences which  has  attended  my  situation,  I  trust  you  will  not  think 
me  importunate  in  requesting  you  to  lay  my  situation  before  his 
Excellency,  with  the  further  request  that  he  would  be  pleased 
to  take  such  steps  as  may  appear  proper  to  make  his  Majesty's 
Principal  Secretary  of  State  acquainted  with  my  situation,  and 
humbly  hoping  that  I  may  receive  my  full  salary  from  the  time  of 
my  coming  hither,  and  that  I  may  enjoy  that  place  in  the  succes- 
sion to  the  appointment  of  Principal  Surgeon,  which  I  trust  my 

*  Lieutenant-Governor  King  arrived  at  Norfolk  Island,  after  his  first  trip  to  England,  on 
4th  November,  1791.— Vol.  11,  p.  562. 
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Gondact  has  merited.     My  beiog  advanced  in  years  and  totally      1706 
xinproTided  for  induced  me  to  take  this  liberty,  and  I  trust  a  due     19  p^b. 
consideration  of  those  motives  will  plead  luy  excuse  and  operate 
in  my  favonr.  I  remain,  <S:c., 

Tuos.  Jamison. 

Lieutenant-Governor  Kino  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  Norfolk  Island,  22nd  February,  1796.  22Febu 

The  ill  state  of  health  I  have  so  long  laboured  under  will,  xing^ 
I  hope,  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  my  requesting  you  to  forward  tUneM. 
the  enclosed  letter  (which  I  have  left  open  for  your  inspection)  to 
Ins  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, which,  from  your  knowledge  of  my  situation  and  the  kind 
endeavours  you  have  made  to  lessen  my  malady,  will,  I  hope,  meet 
your  approbation.  I  have,  <fec., 

Philip  Gidlev  King. 
[Enclosure.] 

Lieutenant-Governor  Kino  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Norfolk  Island,  22nd  February,  1796. 

For  some  months  past  I  have  deferred  taking  this  step  from  ^^^f' 
a  hope  I  had  formed  that  a  favourable  change  in  the  ill  state  of  ^mpuiiit. 
health  I  have  experienced   for  the  last  two  years  would  have 
rendered  any  application  of  this  kind  unnecessary  for  the  present. 

From  the  repeated  attacks  of  a  disease  I  have  been  much  subject 
to  there  is  so  much  reason  to  suppose  it  has  so  far  seated  itself  in 
my  lungs  and  stomach  as  to  induce  the  surgeon  here  to  point  out 
the  necessity  of  my  returning  to  £ngland,  as  well  for  the  advantages 
to  be  expected  from  the  passage  and  change  of  climate  as  for  the 
necessity  of  procuring  proper  medical  advice. 

As  such  a  change  may  enable  me  to  continue  my  best  efforts  in  A]>piyinsr 
any  situation  that  his  Majesty's  service  may  require,  I  hope  there  i2iv*e!'*' 
will  be  no  impropriety  in  my  humble  request  of  your  Gnu:e*s 
permission  to  return  to  England  on  leave,  in  order  to  attempt  a 
re-establishment  of  my  health,  and  to  settle  a  large  family  whose 
sole  dependence  is  my  existance.  I  have,  <kc., 

Philip  Gidley  King. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

22nd  February,  1796. 
Parole — Esteem.  Countersign — ^Veneration. 

The  frequent  attacks   and   depredations   to  which   the  settlers  Hawkeshury 
situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Hawkesbury*  and  other  places  are  JJJJckfnir 
liable  from  the  natives  renders  it  indispensably  necessary  for  the  settlers, 
general  security  of  the  farmers  and  their  families,  as  well  as  for  the 
preservation  of  their  crops,  that  they  should  upon  all  occasions  of 

*  CoUiiu  mentions  (vol.  i,  p.  458)  that  the  natives  of  the  Hawkesbuo'  ^^ere  particularly 
traableionie  at  this  time. 
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alarm  mutually  afford  their  assistance  to  each  other  by  assembling 
without  a  moment  delay  whenever  any  numerous  body  of  the 
natives  are  known  to  be  lurking  about  the  farms.  By  sach  an 
active  attention  to  their  own  safety  and  interest  there  can  be  no 
doubts  but  that  the  visits  of  those  people  would  be  less  frequent 
than  of  late  they  have  been,  and  many  lives  would  thereby  be 
preserved. 

It  is  therefore  hereby  expected  and  ordered  by  the  Governor 
that  all  the  people  residing  in  the  different  districts  of  the  settle- 
ipent,  whether  the  alarm  be  on  their  own  farms  or  any  other 
person's,  do  upon  such  occasions  shew  the  most  scrupulous  atten- 
tion to  this  direction,  in  order  that  those  frequent  murders  and 
robberies  may  be  prevented.  If  it  shall  hereafter  be  known  that 
any  settler  or  other  person  do  withdraw  or  keep  back  their  assis- 
tance from  those  who  may  be  threatened  or  in  danger  of  being 
attacked,  they  will  be  proceeded  against  as  persons  disobeying  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  settlement;  and  the  settlers  are  hereby 
strictly  enjoined  to  report  all  such  persons  as  may  offend  herein. 
It  is  proper  here  also  to  signify  that  it  is  his  Excellency's  positive 
injunction  to  the  settlei-s  and  others  who  have  firearms  that  they 
do  not  wantonly  fire  at  or  take  the  lives  of  any  of  the  natives,  as 
such  an  act  would  be  considered  a  deliberate  murder,  and  subject 
the  offender  to  such  punishment  as  (if  proved)  the  law  might  direct 
to  be  inflicted. 

It  has  been  intimated 'to  the  Governor  that  there  have  been  fre- 
quently seen  amongst  the  natives  two  white  men,  who,  it  is 
known,  have  absconded  from  their  duty,  and  who,  it  is  believed, 
direct  and  assist  in  those  acts  of  hostility  by  which  so  many  have 
suffered.  It  is  therefore  recommended  to  all  persons  in  the  settle- 
ment who  have  known  and  have  heard  of  the  white  men  above 
mentioned,  and  particularly  to  the  settlers  who  are  so  much 
annoyed  by  them,  that  they  do  use  every  means  in  their  power  to 
secure  them,  that  they  may  be  so  disposed  of  as  to  prevent  their 
being  hereafter  troublesome  or  dangerous. 

The  Governor  takes  this  opportunity  of  strictly  forbidding  the 
settlers  from  giving  any  encouragement  to  the  natives  to  lurk  about 
their  farms.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  had  they  never  met 
with  the  shelter  which  some  have  afforded  them  they  would  not 
at  this  time  have  been  so  very  troublesome  and  dangerous. 

The  General  Court-martial,  of  which  Capt.  William  Paterson  is 
President,  is  dissolved.  Jno.  Hunter. 


24  Feb. 

Captain 
Mocarthur 


Captain  Macarthub  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  24th  February,  1796. 

I  have  for  some  time  observed  with  a  more  than  usual 
degree  of  concern  that  the  increasing  difficulties  of  my  situation 
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wooid  oblige  me  to  decline  any  further  interference  in  the  afl&iira      1790 
of  the  setUement  than  what  my  duty  as  an  officer  of  the  New     94  peb. 
Soath  Wales  Corps  requires. 

The  difficulties  of  which  I  complain  I  cannot  but  attribute  to  a  JJ^J'"* 
want  of  support  in  the  measures  I  have  recommended  for  the  rapport 
regulation  of  the  district  under  my  command,  and  to  the  loss 
of  that  confidence  which  your  Excellency  was  once  pleased  to 
ezpresB.  To  continue  an  office  under  such  a  conviction  must 
inevitably  be  disadvantageous  to  the  public  interest,  and  degrading 
to  the  person  exercising  it.  I  have  therefore  humbly  to  request 
Toor  permission  to  resign  the  appointment  I  received  three  years 
since  from  Lieutenant- €k>vemor  Grose,  and  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  receive  a  confirmation  of  from  you."* 

I  am,  &c., 

John  McArthur. 


GrOYEBKOB   HUNTER  TO   CaPTAIN  MaCARTHUR. 

Sir,  26th  February,  1796.         28  Feb. 

I,  last  night,  received  your  letter  of  the  24th,  expressing  Hunter's 
your  concern  that  the  increasing  difficulties  of  your  situation  would  SS^tfthur. 
oblige  you  to  decline  any  further  interference  in  the  affairs  of  the 
settlement  more  than  what  your  duty  as  an  officer  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Corps  required  of  you. 

The  difficulties  of  which  you  complain  you  say  you  cannot  but 
attribute  to  the  want  of  support  in  the  measures  which  you  have 
recommended  for  the  regulation  of  the  dist^ct  under  your  command, 
and  to  the  loss  of  that  confidence  which  I  once  professed  to  have 
in  you — for  these  reasons  you  desire  permission  to  resign  a  situation 
in  which  you  had  been  placed  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Grose  three 
years  ago. 

To  this  letter  I  have  only  to  reply  that  your  complaint  of  want  wuiexerdse 
of  support  in  the  measures  you  have  recommended  can  only  have  J^^J^ 
proceeded  from  my  choosing  to  have  some  opinion  of  my  own  in 
those  services  for  which  I  feel  myself  responsible  to  his  Majesty, 
and  the  loss  of  confidence  in  you  is  a  conjecture  apparently  founded 
ia  my  wish  and  desire  that  every  officer  should  do  the  duty  he  was 
designed  by  Government  to  perform,  and  my  opinion  that  no  other 
appointment  whatever  cou'd  be  considered  as  meant  to  render  him 
a  cypher  in  the  department  of  which  he  is  appointed  the  chief. 

My  confidence  in  you  has  been  uniformly  conspicuous  in  every  Hunter's 
other  respect;  but  our  opinions  differing  so  widely  in  points  which  SJ^JtSur!" 
1  conceive  [to]  be  of  some  consequence  to  the  King^s  service,  it  is 


*  Bee  ilao  Vol.  ii,  pp.  14,  226,  327,  507,  511,  and  poet,  p.  422.  So  far  ae  can  be  gathered 
fn»  tbe  MSS.  whkdi  b»ve  been  preserved,  this  was  the  first  time  Macarthur  openly 
^iMgreed  with  the  officer  administering  the  Government. 
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1796 
26  Feb. 


A  soldier 
punished. 


impcMssible  that  I  ahou'd  object  to  your  wish  of  withdrawing  your 
assistance  from  that  which  has  now  become  so  veiy  irksome  and 
unpleasant  to  you.  I  am,  <&;c., 

■  John  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

26th  February,  1796. 
Parole — Mildness.  Countersign — Clem  ency . 

The  New  South  Wales  Corps  to  be  under  arms  at  6  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning,  at  which  time  the  sentence  of  the  General 
Court-martial,  held  on  the  18th  and  19th  instant,  on  Joseph 
Draper,*  private  in  Major  Nepean's  company  of  the  same  corps, 
is  to  be  put  in  execution.  Jno.  Hunter. 


Captain  Macarthur  to  Governor  Hunter. 


27  Feb. 


Sir, 


resignation. 


Explaining 
his  reasons. 


Parramatta,  27th  February,  1796. 
The  permission  which  you  have  had  the  goodness  to  grant 
J^rthur^s  me  in  your  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  of  resigning  the  appointment 
I  received  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Grose,  has  relieved  me  from 
such  a  multitude  of  cares  that  I  shall  retain  a  grateful  sense  of  the 
indulgence.  I  cannot,  however,  quit  an  arduous  and  painful  employ, 
which  I  have  exercised  more  than  three  years  without  reward,  and 
suffer  my  motives  for  so  doing  to  be  misunderstood 

I  complained  of  want  of  support  in  the  measures  T  had  recom- 
mended, not  because  your  Excellency  chose  to  exercise  an  opinion 
of  your  own  different  from  mine,  but  because  persons  were  permitted 
to  remove  at  their  pleasure,  without  acquainting  me,  the  workmen 
whom  you  had  placed  under  my  direction,  and  this  so  frequently 
that  I  have  found  it  utterly  impossible  to  preserve  any  order  or 
correctness  in  the  execution  of  the  business  with  which  you  have 
been  pleased  t©  entrust  me.  A  reference  to  the  storekeepers'  books 
will  satisfy  you  of  the  number  of  men  who  have  lately  quitted  the 
public  employ.  The  wholq  of  those  have  removed  themselves  from 
the  situations  in  which  I  had  placed  them  without  either  my 
knowledge  or  consent,  and  by  accident  alone  have  I  heard  that 
their  absence  was  sanctioned. 

Nothing  can  be  more  gratifying  to  me  than  to  be  assured  I  have 
suffered  no  diminution  of  your  confidence — the  contrary  belief  has 
been  a  source  of  as  great  concern,  nor  was  the  opinion  altogether 
entertained  on  conjecture.  An  officer  informed  me  that  Mr.  Atkins 
publicly  asserted  at  your  table  that  the  most  glaring  partiality  had 
been  exercised  in  the  receiving  maize  at  the  stores  of  this  settle- 
ment. 

I  heard  not  that  the  informer  received  any  check,  and  I  con- 
sequently concluded  that  he'  had  met  with  attention.     If  it  were 

*  Joseph  Draper  was  the  principal  witness  against  Palmer  and  Skin'ing.— Vol.  ii,  pp.  S62, 
8C3  and  note,  and  poet,  p.  33. 


Table-talk. 
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possible  that  I  cou'd  have  encouraged  or  conaived  at  a  practice  so      1703 
nnjast,  I  shoa'd  silently  have  borne  the  loss  of  your  confidence,      ^  peb. 
and  admitted  the  justice  of  the  severest  rebuke. 

I  have,  &C., 
John  McArthur. 

Governor  Huntbr  to  Captain  Macarthur. 

Dear  Sir,  29th  February,  1796.         29  Feb. 

Your  letter  of  the  27th,  addressed  to  me  as  public,  does  not  ^^  iJJf^ui 
require  any  reply  from  me  which  can  be  considered  as  involving  letter 
the  King's  service  ;  I  do  not,  therefore,  write  you  formally. 

To  discuss  the  various  circumstances  in  which  we  may  have 
differed  in  opinion  would  only  lead  into  a  labyrinth  of  investiga- 
tion, and  leave  off  as  little  informed  as  when  we  began.  I  shall, 
therefore,  only  remark  on  what  you  have  noticed  was  a  conversa- 
tion at  my  table.  If  such  a  subject  was  ever  agitated  there  its 
impression  on  my  mind  had  been  so  very  slight  that  I  neither 
recollect  the  circumstance  you  have  mentioned,  nor  when  there 
happened  an  opportunity  for  the  person  you  have  named  making 
such  observations  in  such  place.  If  ever  those  hints  had  been  An  idle 
dropt  there,  and  if  it  had  been  intended  that  they  shou'd  have  "*™<*"'- 
involved  you  in  my  censure,  it  is  highly  probable  that  they  wou'd 
not  have  been  mentioned  quite  so  publicly.  I  never  sanction  any- 
thing of  that  nature,  nor  shall  1 1>e  ever  found  to  encourage  those 
who  have  a  turn  for  acting  the  incendiary.  I  can  only  express 
my  concern  that  there  shou'd  be  a  single  character  in  this  colony 
who  felt  more  delight  in  having  an  opportunity  of  creating  distrust 
and  discord  than  of  promoting  confidence  and  harmony. 

I  am,  &c., 
John  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

29th  February,  1796. 
Parole — Friendship.  Countersign — Confidence. 

Capt.  John  McArthur,  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  having  Macarthur's 
signified  to  the  Governor  that  the  various  duties  on  which  he  was  '«"^»f"*^on. 
liable  to  be  called  renders  it  difficult  for  him  to  pay  that  attention 
to  those  of  his  appointment  as  Inspector  of  Public  Works  which 
the  situation  required,  and  on  that  account  requested  permission 
to  resign  the  appointment : 

His  Excellency  has  therefore  thought  fit  to  nominate  Eichard  His 
Atkins,  Esq.,  to  perform  that  duty  until  further  orders.  •    ituccessor. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

The  Escape  of  Thomas  Muir.^ 
Thomas  Hardy  has  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Margarot,  dated    1  March. 
Port  Jackson,  March  1, 1796.     It  comes  by  the  Ceres.     He  says: 

*  Reprinted  from  Saundert*t  Newi-Letter  of  Saturday,  I8U1  February,  1797. 
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1796       ''Mr.  Muir  has  found  means  to  escape  hence  on  board  an  American 

1  March,    vessel,  which  put  in  here  under  pretence  of  wanting  wood  and 

^^ —       water.     She  is  named  the  Otter,  Captain  Dawes,  from  what  part 

of  Muir  la    of  America  I  know  not.     It  was  reported  she  came  in  here  for  as 

the  otter,     many  of  us  as  chose  to  go.     Gerald,  as  I  mentioned  to  you  before, 

in  my  letter  dated  Dec.  22,  1795,  arrived  here  in  the  Sovereign, 

apparently  in   good   health   and  spirits,   but  he   is   at  present 

indisposed."  

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 
3  March.        My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  3rd  March,  1796. 

As  the  Ceres,  storeship,  which  arrived  here  on  the  23rd 
January,  is  now  about  departing  on  her  voyage  to  China,  I  take 
that  opportunity  of  informing  your  Grace  that  we  have  got  our 
The  harvest  harvest  in,  and  that  it  is  upon  the  whole,  in  point  of  quantity  as 
well  as  quality,  very  superior  to  anything  which  this  country  has 
before  experienced,  although  a  few  blights  and  other  accidents  had 
disappointed  the  expectations  of  some  very  industrious  settlers. 
One  accident  was  in  its  nature  so  very  uncommon  to  this  climate, 
and  in  the  summer  season  too,  that  I  cannot  omit  mentioning  its 
particular  effect 

A  violent  storm  of  wind  from  the  south-west  brought  with  it 
a  shower  of  ice  so  heavy  and  irresistible,  the  solid  pieces  being 
about  three  inches  square,  that  those  wheat-fields  which  lay  in  the 
dii*ection  through  which  it  passed  were  entirely  cut  down,  and  the 
weight  of  the  flakes  were  such  that  it  completely  thrashed  every 
grain  from  the  ear,  which  was  at  that  time  nearly  ripe.  Three 
settlers  only  suffered  by  this  accident,  who  wiU  require  some  aid 
from  Government  to  enable  them  to  recover  their  misfortune. 

My  task  at  present,  my  Lord,  is  extremely  arduous,  and  occasions 
me  much  anxiety.  I  have,  in  a  former  letter,  No.  6,*  by  the 
Sovereign,  storeship  (vid  Bengal),  mentioned  the  inconvenience,  I 
may  say  the  misfortune,  attending  the  want  of  public  buildings,  as 
storehouses,  granaries,  and  bams.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that 
the  erection  of  such  indispensible  conveniences  had  not  kept  pace 
with  the  increase  or  extention  of  cultivation ;  but  those  buildings 
are  still  to  be  raised,  attended  by  disadvantages  which,  some  time 
ago,  the  colony  did  not  labor  under,  nor,  indeed,  has  it  ever  to  the 
extent  we  do  at  this  time  (in  the  want  of  artificers).  I  have, 
however,  hired  from  amongst  the  military  and  free  people  all  I  can 
meet  with,  and  they  are  so  few,  considering  what  we  have  to  do, 
that  I  am  apprehensive  we  shall  lose  much  of  the  produce  of  this 
The  harvest  plentiful  harvest. 

We  are  getting  expeditiously  forward  with  a  granary  at  Par- 
ramatta,  which,  when  finished,  will  contain  about  100,000  bushels 
of  wheat.  Every  means  which  can  be  tried  I  shall  not  fail  to 
exert  for  the  attainment  of  this  necessary  end. 

•  Vol.  U.  pp.  844-846 


Public 
buildlngB. 
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Took  of  eireiy  kind,  my  Lord,  are  mnch  wanted,  as  well  as  a      17M 
quantity  of  naval  stores  for  the  use  of  our  boats  and  the  Colonial    3  n^^h 
Khooner;  of  those  stores  I  inclose  a  list,  No.  1.*     I  would  also  r^oo^TJI^j^d 
▼kh  to  have  a  few  stands  of  firearms  (musquets  and  pistols)  for  fliMnm. 
the  use  and  defence  of  the  distant  settlers,  who  are  frequently 
much  annoyed  by  the  natives,  often  robbed,  and  sometimes  mur- 
dered by  them.     All  the  arms  which  had  formerly  been  sent  out 
had  been  issued  to  different  people  long  before  my  arrival,  and  I 
fear  that  many  of  them  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  worthless 
diaractera. 

We  have  now,  my  Lord,  a  band  or  two  of  banditti,  who  have  Bush- 
armed  themselves  and  infest  the  country  all  round,  committing  '"'<^'^ 
robberies  upon  defenceless  people,   and  frequently  joining  the 
natives  for  that  purpose;  but  as  I  have  lately  issued  an  Order  in 
which  a  reward  has  been  held  out  for  the  detection  of  those  villains, 
as  well  as  the  discovery  of  another  set  of  plagues,  who,  having  been 
allowed  a  small  quantity  of  ammunition  for  their  own  defence, 
there  is  reason  to  suspect  they  are  in  league  with  and  supply  these 
depredators,  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  soon  be  in  possession  of 
some  of  them.     One  of  this  gang  (a  black  man  convict) f  has,  since  Capture  of 
the  publication  of  this  Order,  been  discovered,  and  in  the  endeavour  ^n^!*^ 
o  secure  him  he  attempted  to  shoot  the  man  who  spoke  to  him, 
but  there  being  two  of  them  together,  the  other,  in  self-defence, 
fired  and  shot  him.     The  fate  of  this  fellow,  who  has  long  been  a 
notorious  offender,  will  have  its  effect     A  coroner's  inquest  was 
ordered  on  the  body,  and  every  step  taken  which  on  such  occasions 
is  required  by  law. 

There  is  a  circumstance  which  I  think  it  necessary  to  mention 
to  your  Grace,  because  I  find  it  has  been  in  practice  here  some 
time,  and  appears  not  to  have  been  carried  on  with  much  secrecy. 
Many  of  the  settlers  and  others  have  fallen  upon  a  method  of 
erecting  stills  and  of  distilling  a  most  noxious  and  unwholesome  ototiilerieB. 
spirit,  which  not  only  serves  to  destroy  the  health  of  those  who 
use  it,  but  it  also  consumes  a  quantity  of  grain  which  would  other- 
wise oome  to  market  It  will  cost  me  some  time  and  much  trouble 
to  get  the  better  of  this  dangerous  practice,  and  no  doubt  a  little 
popularity  amongst  that  description  of  people.  I  have,  however, 
issued  public  Orders^  strictly  prohibiting  a  practice  so  certainly 
niinous  to  the  health  of  the  settlement,  and  have  directed  that 
the  stills  be  seized  wherever  found,  and  the  names  of  those  whose 
possession  they  were  in  transmitted  to  me,  that  they  may  be  marked 
as  people  undeserving  confidence  or  encouragement  This  Order 
will,  I  think,  be  effectual,  several  stills  having  already  been  seized 
and  broken. 

*  The  enclosare  is  not  available. 

t  The  man  was  known  as  Black  Geaar. — Ante,  p.  11,  and  note. 

;  See  Gorernment  and  General  Order  of  23rd  January,  1796,  ante,  p.  10. 
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3  March. 

Arrival  of 
the  Marquis 
'Jomwallis. 


Sentences  of 

convicts 

unlcnown. 


Attempt  to 
seize  a 
transport. 


The  ship  Marquis  Comwallis,  from  Cork,  with  male  and  female 
convicts,  and  a  few  recruits  for  the  New  South  Wales  Corps, 
arrived  here  on  the  11th  instant  Permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  observe 
that  the  manner  in  which  the  convicts  are  sent  from  Ireland  is  so 
extremely  careless  and  irregular  that  it  must  be  felt  by  those 
people  as  a  particular  hardship,  and  by  Grovernment  as  a  great 
inconvenience.  Every  ship  fi*om  that  country  have  omitted  to 
bring  any  account  of  the  conviction  or  term  of  transportation  of 
those  they  bring  out  to  this ;  nor  do  we  ever  receive  any  assign- 
ment of  their  services,  because  none  have  been  made  to  the  master 
of  the  ship.  There  are  many  in  this  settlement  now  who  have 
repeatedly  petitioned  to  be  allowed  to  leave  the  country,  or  to 
labour  and  provide  for  themselves  in  it,  their  time,  as  they  say, 
being  completed;  but  I  cannot  well  depend  on  their  account,  and 
it  is  certainly  an  act  of  injustice  to  the  men  if  their  storey  should 
be  true.  I  hope,  therefore,  my  Lord,  that  this  evil  may  in  future 
be  remedied,  and  that  we  may  have  some  account  of  those  lately 
received  from  Ireland. 

In  this  last  ship  (Marquis  Cornwallis)  a  daring  and  dangerous 
insurrection^  has  been  reported  to  have  been  planned  by  the  con- 
victs, aided  by  some  other  disaffected  people.  The  commander 
informs  me  he  has  transmitted  the  particulars  to  England.  Altho' 
I  am  in  possession  of  his  Majesty's  Commission  appointing  me 
Vice- Admiral  of  this  territory,  I  am  yet  at  a  loss  to  know  how  a 
Court  of  Vice- Admiralty  is  to  be  convened  here  for  the  trials  of 
offences  committed  on  the  high  seas,  in  the  absence  of  the  Liea- 
tenant-Govemor,  who  is  the  Judge  of  that  Court,  or  how  the 
Governor  can  sit  as  a  member  of  a  Court  assembled  by  an  order 
from  liimself,  and  where  an  inferior  otficer  is  the  Judge  or  Pre- 
sident. These  are  circumstances  which  I  confess,  my  Lord,  I 
do  not  correctly  comprehend,  and  yet  the  Patent  seems  to  express 
as  much.  I  have,  Jbc., 

Jno.  Hunter, 


Government  and  General  Order. 
*M^«h.  4th  March,  1796. 

Parole — Salem.  Countersign — Boston. 

A  general  A  GENERAL  muster  will  be  held  on  Saturday  the  12th  instant  at 
muster  of  Sydney,  on  Thursday  the  17th  at  Parramatta,  and  on  Saturday 
inhabitants,  the  19  th  at  the  settlement  at  the  Hawkesbury,  at  which  places  the 
Commissary  will  attend  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  correct 
account  of  the  numbers  and  distribution  of  all  persons  (the  military 
excepted)  in  the  different  aforementioned  settlements,  whether 
victualled  or  not  victualled  from  the  public  stores. 

*  The  proceedingi  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  in  relation  to  this  luatt-cr  will  be  found  at  post, 
p.  102  et  9eq. 


VICTUALLING  TEOOPS.  S3 

Notice  is  hereby  given  to  all  persons  concerned  to  attend,  that       1796 
every  man  may  be  accounted  for  ;  and  such  as  neglect  complying    4  nuch. 
with  this  Order  will  be  sought  i^ter  and  either  confined  in  the 
cells,  put  to  hard  labor,  or  corporally  punished. 

The  sick  will  be  accounted  for  by  the  Principal  Surgeon,  and 
officers'  servants  by  their  employers.  Previous  to  the  muster  each 
officer,  settler,  or  other  persons  having  men  in  their  service,  whether 
allowed  by  Government  or  hired  by  themselves,  are  to  give  in  a 
return  of  ^eir  names  to  the  Commissary  at  Sydney,  and  the  di£ferent 
storekeepers  at  the  other  districts. 

Jyo.  Hunter. 

GrOYERNHENT  AND   GENERAL   OrDER. 

7th  March,  1796.         7  March. 
Parole — Gidley.  Countersign — King. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  is  pleased  to  remit  the  remainder  of  Remitting  a 
the  punishment  which  was  sentenced  by  the  late  General  Court-  ■•"*•■*** 
martial  to  be  infiicted  on  Joseph  Draper.* 

JnO.    HtJNTBR. 

Certificate  of  Victualling. 

Sidney,  10th  March,  1796.        lOUarch. 
1  DO  hereby  certify  that  the  whole  of  the  soldiers  (and  their  fol- 
lowers), in  number  thirty-seven,  serving  under  my  command  on 
board  the  ship  Marquis  Cornwallis,  as  guard  to  protect  the  ship 
against  the  convicts,  were  victualed  by  Mr.  Michael  Hogan,  in  victoaiiinff 
the  following  manner:  From  the  6th  of  July,   1795,  tho  day  I '^*"*"- 
took  charge  of  the  detachment  on  board  tlie  said  ship,  in  the  Cove 
of  Cork,  untiU  the  9th  of  August,  the  day  of  her  sailing  (no 
banyan  days) — Two  pounds  of  fresh  beef  with  soup  and  vege- 
tables each  person  per  day ;  one  pound  of  bread  per  day  each 
person,  with  as  much  beer  as  they  chose  to  make  use  of.     I  also 
onderstood  that  previous  to  my  joining  the  ship  the  men  were 
nctualed  as  above  from  the  day  of  their  embarking  at  Portsmouth, 
the  6th  of  June. 

I  do  further  certify  that  the  whole  of  the  troops,  in  number  Fresh  food 
thirty-mx,  were  victualed  by  Mr.  Michael  Hogan,  at  the  Cape  of  *'**>«^p<=- 
Good  Hope,  from  the  24th  November  to  the  20th  December, 
both  days  included,  in. the  following  manner: — Two  pounds  of 
mutton  with  soup  and  veget-ables  each  person  per  day,  with  as 
much  soft  bread  as  they  chose  to  eat,  and  full  naval  allowance  of 
liquor  and  everything  else  (no  banyan .  days).  And  that  they 
were  victualled  on  full  naval  allowance  at  all  other  times  from 
tbeir  embarking  till  their  landing  in  this  port ;  and  that  they 
bad  fresh  provisions  served  them  several  days  during  the  passage^ 
and  every  other  indulgence  shewn  them  by  the  said  Mr.  Hogan, 

•  Ante^p^aai 
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1796      such  as  giving  the  sick  tea  and  sugar  and  many  little  comforts 
10  Manh    not  provided  by  Government,  and  that  I  never  knew  Mr.  Hogan 
to  use  a  soldier  ill,  or  that  he  suffered  an  officer,  seaman,  or  other 
person  to  do  so.  John  Brabyn, 

Ensign,  New  South  Wales  Corps, 

Commandant  of  the  troops  on  board. 


Certificate  of  Victualling. 

Sidney,  10th  March,  1796. 
victuaiiingr    I  dq  hereby  certify  that  the  female  convicts  on  board  the  ship 
convicts.       Marquis  Cornwallis  were  victualed  by  Mr.  Michael  Hogan  from 
their  respective  dates  of  embarkation  on  board  the  said  ship  on 
fresh  provisions,  beer,  &c.,  in  the  same  way  that  the  ship's  com- 
pany were  served  (to  say  as  much  as  they  chose  to  consume)  untill 
the  day  of  her  sailing,  the  9th  of  August,  1795. 
Fresh  food        I  also  certify  that  during  the  twenty-five  days  the  above  ship 

at  the  Cape,  j^^  ^^  rj^^^j^  g^^,^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  jj^p^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^y^^  COnvicts, 

male  and  female,  in  number  two  hundred  and  twenty-five,  "were 
victualed  in  the  following  manner  by  the  above  Mr.  Hogan  : — 
One  pound  and  one-quarter  of  mutton  each  p'r  day,  with  soup  and 
vegetables ;  forty-two  pounds  of  soft  bread  for  every  six  persons  p'r 
week  (no  banyan  days) ;  and  that  the  whole  of  the  convicts  had 
fresh  provisions  served  them  several  days  during  the  passage, 
vinegar.  I  da  further  certify  that  I  used  six  hogsheads  of  vinegar,  sup- 

plied by  Mr.  Hogan,  in  sprinkling  the  prison-beams  and  carline.««, 
washing  the  prisoners'  births,  and  giving  them  to  drink,  Arc. 

None  of  this  article  being  supplied  by  Grovemment,  and  that 
among  other  articles  were  supplied  by  the  ship,  and  attention  paid 
to  the  health  of  the  soldiers  and  convicts  by  the  said  Mr.  Hogan 
during  the  voyage,  and  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  treated  with 
eveiy  kindness.  Matthew  Austin,  Surgeon, 

Superintending  his  Majesty's  troops  and  convicts 
on  board  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 


Captain  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
13  March.        Sir,  London,  13th  March,  1796. 

Captain  As  I  am  informed  that  their  Lordships  have  been  pleased 

Phillip.  tQ  direct  that  the  Captains  Fooks,  Murray,  and  Surridge,  who,  as 
well  as  myself,  were  ordered  to  Portsmouth,  to  take  the  commam  1 
of  the  different  ships,*  should  be  paid  their  expenses,  I  request 
that  you  will  please  to  move  their  Lordships  to  direct  that  the 
sum  of  twelve  pounds  eighteen  shillings  be  paid  me,  being  the  sum 
allowed  those  officers.  I  am,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

*  Captain  Phillip  commanded  the  Alexander  from  10th  March  toGth  October,  1796. 
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Governor  Hunter  to  Lieutenant-Governor  King.  1796 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  22nd  March,  1796.        22iiareh. 

By  his  Majesty's  ship  Reliance,  I  received  your  letter  of 
the  22nd  February,*  with  its  various  accompanying  papers.  I 
vas  very  happy,  by  the  same  opportunity,  to  learn  that  your  health,  Kiiw'g 
of  which  I  had  by  the  former  conveyance  received  such  unfavour-  hedTth. 
able  accounts,  was  so  much  improved  I  feel  very  much  concerned 
at  the  necessity  there  appears  for  your  return  to  England  for  the 
recovery  of  that  health,  which  I  am  well  assured  has  suffered  from 
the  cares  and  fatigues  of  your  situation,  and  assure  you  that  your 
letter  of  application  for  permission  to  do  so  shall  be  forwarded  by 
the  earliest  opportunity. 

By  the  present  conveyance,  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Supply,  I 
send  the  Patent  authorising  the  convening  of  a  Court  of  Criminal  criminal 
Judicature  upon  Norfolk  Island,  which  I  received  by  the  last  ship  ^"'*' 
from  England,  and  as  Lieut  Clephan  has  been,  from  bad  health, 
obliged  to  leave  the  island,  another  officer  will  join  you  by  the 
Supply.  It  will  be  necessary  that  you  should  take  the  first 
opportunity  of  causing  the  Patent  to  be  publickly  read. 

You  will  receive  a  proportion  of  salt  provisions,  which  I  agree  Food  and 
wiUi  you  in  thinking  it  necessary  you  should  have  upon  the  island.  <'^®***<*- 
You  will  also  receive  a  quantity  of  slop  clothing  of  the  different 
kinds ;  but  am  sorry  to  say  that  you  cannot  be  more  distressed  by 
the  want  of  all  kinds  of  tools  than  we  are.  It  is  long  since  demands 
have  been  sent  home,  but  none  have  yet  arrived ;  such  as  we  use 
we  have  been  obliged  to  manufacture  here,  which,  for  want  of 
proper  artificers,  is  a  work  of  much  dificulty.  Having  received 
something  of  the  loom  kind  lately,  I  have  directed  that  tibe  various 
articles  may  be  examined,  and  a  couple  compleated  for  your  use ;  and 
a  few  women  will  be  sent,  who,  being  from  Ireland,  will  probably 
understand  spinning. 

A  small  quantity  of  wine  will  be  sent  for  the  use  of  the  hospital,  Hoapitoiand 
and  I  have  directed  two  casks  of  spirits  may  also  be  sent  for  such  nM^Lari«. 
use  as  you  may  find  it  necessary  in.  Seed-wheat  will  be  put  in 
<iry  casks  ;  I  hope  as  much  as  you  may  want  for  the  ensuing  time 
of  sowing.  Some  iron  and  a  little  steel  the  Commissary  has  direc- 
tions to  forward.  He  will  accompany  the  various  articles  with  a  list 
for  your  information. 

You  will  continue  Martin  Timms  in  the  very  necessary  situation  Martin 
in  which  you  have  placed  him ;  and  as  you  have  recommended  Timui^ 
him  for  such  appointment,  I  shall  hope  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
thrown  in  the  way  of  his  being  continued. 

I  shall  send  by  the  Supply  a  young  man,  son  to  Mr.  Amdell  Mr.  Amdeiu 
here,  who,  having  been  originally  bred  under  his  father  in  the       °'* 
medical  line,  I  hope  he  may  be  found  a  useful  assistant  in  the 
hospital 

•  Ante,  p.  25. 
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1796  I  am  Sony  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  send  you  a  proportion  of 

22  Maroh.   Aour ;  we  have  not  received  any  lately  from  England.    We  are  now 
—       left  to  ourselves  in  that  article,  and  of  which  I  have  every  reason 
of  flour.       to  think  we  shall  not  hereafter  find  any  deficiency,  but  the  want 
of  mills  for  grinding  our  coi*n  is  a  very  distressing  circumstance. 
We  have  not  attempted  yet  to  raise  either  a  wind  or  water  mill ; 
in  short,  our  principal  difficulty  in  this  respect  proceeds  froin  the 
want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  carpenters,  and  also  of  labourers, 
for  the  greatest  part  of  the  convicts  here  are  out  of  their  time,  and 
it  is  with  difficulty  we  can  furnish  enough  to  compleat  various 
buildings  which  are  indispensably  necessary. 
Anistant-         You  will  inform  Mr.  Jamison,  the  Assistant  Surgeon,  that 
j^teon.      *^®  letter  representing  the  hardship  he  has  suffered  since  he  was 
appointed  to  his  present  situation,  by  Govr.  Phillip,  shall  be  for- 
warded, with  such  remarks  from  me  as  may  be  thought  necessary 
for  doing  him  justice.     I  will  also  forward  Mr.  Zachariah  Clark's 
letter  for  leave  of  absence.  I  am,  <S:c., 

John  Hunter. 


GOVEBNMKNT  AND  GENERAL  OrDER. 

22nd  March,  1796. 
Parole — Industry.  Countersign — Sobriety. 

From  the  frequent  state  of  inebriation  in  which  great  numbers  of 
the  lower  order  of  people  in  these  settlements  have  for  some  time 
past  been  seen,  there  is  much  reason  to  suspect  that  a  greater 
Spiriu         quantity  of  spirituous  liquors  has  been  landed  from  the  different 
^^Ih^t       s^P^  which  have  enter'd  this  port  than  permission  had  been 
permission,   obtained  for,  it  becomes  highly  necessary  to  put  a  stop,  as  early  as 
possible,  to  a  practice  so  pr^piant  with  every  possible  mischiei 

The  Governor  has  therefore  judg'd  it  necessary,  the  more 
effectually  to  suppress  the  dangerous  practice  of  retailing  spirits, 
to  desire  the  aid  of  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  and  in  a  par- 
ticular manner  all  magistrates,  constables,  &c.,  as  they  regard  the 
good  of  his  Majesty's  service,  the  peace,  tranquility,  and  good  order 
Distribution  of  the  colony,  that  they  use  their  utmost  exertions  for  putting  an 
forbidden.  ^^^  ^  g^  species  of  traffic  from  which  the  destruction  of  h^th 
and  the  ruin  of  all  industry  may  be  expected,  and  that  they  do 
endeavor  to  discover  who  tiiiose  people  are,  who,  self-licensed,  have 
presumed  to  open  public-houses  for  this  abominable  purpose. 

The  Governor  also  informs  those  who  may,  after  the  publication 
of  this  Order,  be  daring  enough  to  continue  to  act  in  opposition  to 
its  intention,  that  their  house  shall  be  pulled  down  as  a  public 
nuisance,  and  such  other  steps  will  be  taken  for  their  farther 
punishment  as  may  be  judged  necessary. 

Jno.  Hunter.. 
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GOYBRNMSKT  AND  GENERAL  OrDEB.  1796 

26th  March,  1796.        «  March. 
Parole — Hull.  Countersign — Humher. 

MiJTY  complaints  having  been  made  that  the  hogs  belonging  to  Ouden- 
people  who  inhabit  the  town  of  Sydney  have  been  permitted  by  ^^^ 
their  respective  owners  to  range  at  large  without  even  attending 
to  the  precaution  of  having  rings  and  yokes  upon  them,  through 
which  inattention  much  damage  has  been  done  to  many  of  the 
gardens : 

It  becomes  necessary,  therefore,  to  inform  those  who  are  in  pos- 
session of  such  destructive  animals  that  it  is  expected  they  either 
•-hut  them  up  altogether  or  contrive  to  have  them  watched  and 
attended  whilst  they  are  out,  and  that  they  are  not  hereafter  seen 
without  rings  and  yokes,  otherwise  such  orders  will  be  given  as 
may  prove  effectual  in  preventing  the  mischiefs  which  they  are 
<iaily  committing.  Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

9th  AprU,  1796.         oApriu 
Parole — Winter.  Countersign — Clothing. 

The  Commissary  will  issue  on  Saturday  next,  the  9th  instant,  the  Clothing  for 
following  articles  of  cloathing,  viz.  : —  theconvicu. 

To  Men.  To  Women. 

1  jacket.  1  jacket. 

1  waistcoat.  1  petticoat. 

i  pair  of  breeohea.  1  shift. 

1  ahirt  1  p'r  of  otockinga. 

1  hat.  1  p'r  of  ahoea. 

1  pV  of  shoes.  1  cap. 

1  p'r  of  stockings.  1  haDdkerchief. 

Ihat. 

And  as  it  has  been  too  much  the  practice  of  the  convicts  to  sell 
the  cloathing  they  receive  from  Government  as  soon  as  it  has  been 
isRned  to  them,  it  is  necessary  to  give  this  public  notice,  that 
whoever  shall  be  proved  to  have  either  sold  or  otherwise  made  ' 
away  with  any  of  the  above  articles,  both  the  buyer  and  seller  or 
receiver  thereof  will   subject  themselves   to  corporal   or  other 

P""^^*"*-  Jno.  Huntkb. 

Governor  Hunter  to  Mr.  Thomas  Smyth.* 
Bt  his  Excellency  JohnHunter,  Esq.,  Captain-General  and  Governor-  The  Provost- 

in-Chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  territory  of  New  South  *^*"*^^- 

Wales  and  its  dependencies,  <&c.,  &c.,  &c. 
Whereas  the  office  of  Provost-Marshall  of  his  Majesty's  territory 
of  New  South  Wales  has  become  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Henry 

*  IhomM  Smjth  (or  Smith)  wm  origimdly  a  serffeant  hi  the  marines.  When  the  marhieB 
«ere  reliered  by  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  Phillip  appointed  him  a  superintendent  cfaaiged 
with  the  receipt  and  delivery  of  stores,  dothio]?,  &c. 
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1796 
April. 


Thonias 

Smyth 

appointed. 


Brewer,  late  ProvostrMarshall  thereof,  and  having  thought  fit  to 
nominate  you  to  that  appointment — 

By  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  me,  I  do  hereby 
nominate,  constitute,  and  appoint  you  to  be  Provost-Marshall  of 
this  territory  in  the  room  of  the  said  Mr.  Henry  Brewer,*  deceased, 
until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  signified.  And  you  -will 
carefully  and  diligently  exercise  the  duties  of  that  office,  following 
all  such  orders  and  directions  as  you  shall  from  time  to  time  receive 
from  me  and  from  the  Governor  of  this  territory  for  the  time 
being,  or  from  any  magistrate  or  person  duly  authorized  thereto. 
For  which  this  shall  be  your  warrant. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Government  House,  Sydney, 
this  9th  day  of  April,  1796. 

Jno.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Thomas  Smyth  hereby  appointed  Provost-Marshall  until 
his  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  signified. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency,  David  Collins, 

Secretary  to  the  Colony. 


Ponlnnd's 
despatch. 


A  plentiful 
harvest. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
28  April.        My  Lord,  28th  April,  1796. 

By  the  ship  Marquis  Comwallis,  which  arrived  in  the  poi-t 
on  the  1 1th  of  February,  with  male  and  female  convicts  and  a  few 
i-ecruits  for  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  I  had  the  honor  of 
I'eceiving  your  Grace's  despatch  of  the  10th  of  June,  1795.t 

I  have  pleasure  in  assuring  you,  my  Lord,  that  our  harvest, 
speaking  generally,  has  turned  out  well ;  the  quantity  of  wheat, 
public  and  private,  taking  it  at  a  rough  estimation,  may  amount 
to  from  35,000  to  40,000  bushels,  t  which  will  more  than  ensure 
us  bread  for  twelve  months  to  come,  exclusive  of  maize,  which 
we  continue  to  issue  as  a  part  of  the  weekly  ration,  and  which, 
being  a  more  certain  crop  than  any  other  grain  in  this  country,  I 
wish  to  encourage  the  cultivation  of,  to  prevent  that  inconvenience 
which  an  unfortunate  wheat  season  might  perhaps  occasion  to  us. 
At  the  time  of  my  arrival  here,  although  our  wheat  looked  well, 
it  was,  nevertheless,  at  that  time  and  in  that  state  liable  to  accident, 
as  appeared  afterwards  in  the  destruction  of  the  crops  of  some  of 
the  settlers  by  blight.  I  judged  it,  therefore,  necessary,  in  order  to 
guard  against  any  failure  (many  of  the  settlers  having  ground  u\ 
a  condition  for  receiving  Indian  com,  and  that  being  the  season 

*  Upon  leaving  Enfrland,  Phillip  found  that  Mr.  Alexander,  who  had  been  appointed 
Provost-Marshal,  had  remained  in  England.  He  thereupon  bestowed  the  office  on  Brewer, 
who  held  it  until  his  death.  Collins  states  that  Mr.  Brewer  came  out  with  Governor  Phillip 
as  his  clerk.  Phillip  himself  stated  that  he  rated  as  a  midshipman  on  H.M.S.  Siriua.  lie 
was  fifty-seven  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.— Collins,  vol.  i,  p.  492. 

t  See  Vol.  ii,  p.  302. 

J  lb.,  p.  311. 
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for  sowing  it),  to  encourage  the  planting  of  this  grain  by  a  promise      1796 
that  Government  would  take  it  off  their  hands  when  gathered.     28  April. 
This  encouragement  I  thought  the  more  necessary,  as  many  of  the       —- 
settlers  and  others  were  unwilling  to  sow  their  ground  with  this 
i^m,  but  rather  to  keep  it  prepared  for  the  next  wheat  season.* 
This  precaution,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  scarcity,  I  hope  may 
meet  your  Grace's  approbation. 

With  respect  to  the  rearing  of  live  stock,  on  which  you  observe,  Uve  stock, 
my  Lord,  that  the  public  bears  no  sort  of  proportion  to  that  in  the 
hands  of  private  individuals,  your  Grace's  remark  in  this  particular 
most  have  arisen  from  your  not  having  then  received  information 
of  what  had  been  imported  from  Bengal  on  Government  account; 
hut  by  the  next  return  of  Grovemment  stock,  which  shall  be  for-  OoTemment 
warded  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  it  will  appear  that  the  public  SjJder'^*^ 
possesses  more  of  the  larger  kind  (homed  cattle)  than  all  the 
private  stock  of  that  kind  in  the  settlement,  notwithstanding 
some  part  had  been  alienated  before  my  arrival. 

Your  Grace  will  have  an  opportunity  of  observing  by  the  retumf 
that  the  public  stock  of  hogs  is  much  reduced,  and  this  reduction 
should  be  accounted  for.  Many  of  the  settlers  should  have  been 
(agreeable  to  a  piomise  made  when  they  were  settled)  supplied  with 
certain  live  stock  from  the  public,  but  this  promise  had  only  been 
fulfilled  in  a  few.  I  therefore  ordered  that  they  might  now  be 
supplied  as  far  as  we  could  afford,  reserving  in  the  hands  of  Supplied  to 
Government  a  few  breeding-sows ;  •  and  such  as  were  unlit  for  ^  **"* 
propagation  were  killed  and  issued  to  the  military  as  a  part  of 
their  ration.  Permit  me  to  assure  my  Lord  that  the  rearing  any 
wnsiderable  number  of  this  kind  of  stock  on  the  public  account 
will  be  attended  with  an  expence  which  your  Grace  can  have  but 
little  conception  of.  The  hog  not  being  a  grazing  animal,  and 
there  being  nothing  in  the  country  yet  discovered  for  their  susten- 
ance but  grass,  they  cannot  be  allowed  to  run  at  large  ;  they  must 
be  confined  and  fed  upon  corn,  and  very  considerable  is  the  quantity 
they  require.  Every  little  farmer  can  afford  to  feed  a  few  upon 
the  refuse  or  damaged  com,  and  sell  it  to  Government  at  less 
than  half  of  what  it  would  cost  the  public  if  rearing  large  numbers. 
Numerous  herds  of  such  animals  allowed  to  run  loose  would  also 
^je  dangerous  to  the  farmer,  whose  grounds  are  yet  all  open. 

To  your  Grace's  observation  relative  to  the  quantity  of  land  in  Agriculture, 
cultivation  on  the  public  account,  permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  say, 
I  found  on  my  arrival  that  none  had  for  some  time  past  been 
cleared  for  Grovernment,  and  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  what 
liad  formerly  been  is  from  its  bad  quality  and  exhausted  state 
not  now  capable  of  paying  the  expence  of  cultivation;  it  will 

*  See  Genenl  Orders  of  29th  September  and  2Dd  October,  1795,  vol.  ii,  p.  822. 
^  By  the  return  of  l«t  September,  1796,  it  appears  that  with  the  exception  of  homed 
<3ttle  the  iwoportlon  held  by  private  individuals  greatly  exceeded  that  held  by  Government. 
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scarcely  return  the  seed,  expended  upon  it,  until  it  has  been 
allowed  to  lay  some  time  fallow.  It  therd^<»re  becomes  necessary 
for  me  to  weigh  and  consider  well  the  measures  which  it  may  be 
proper  to  pursue  in  order  to  ensure  bread  to  the  settlement, 
without  being  obliged  to  have  again  recourse  to  the  mother 
country,  which  must  inevitably  be  the  case  if  I  attend  as  rigidly 
as  it  is  my  duty  to  do  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your 
Grace's  letter  on  the  subject  of  the  number  of  men  allowed  to 
officers,  in  which  you  refer  me  to  Mr.  Dundas's  letter  of  the  30th 
June,  ITSd,"*^  on  the  same  subject,  where  it  appears  that  two  men 
only  are  to  be  allowed.  Permit  me  to  remark,  my  Lord,  that  two 
men  are  scarcely  sufficient  in  this  country  for  the  common 
domestic  purposes  of  procuring  fuel  and  water,  and  the  taking 
care  of  a  small  garden,  far  less  for  the  clearing  heavy  timber, 
attending  a  Hock,  and  cultivating  the  quantity  of  land  allowed  to 
the  officers,  all  which  is  done  by  manual  labour.  The  rearing 
of  live  stock,  which  is  an  object  of  the  utmost  importance  to  this 
colony,  is  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  Government  and  of  the  officers, 
civil  and  military,  and  merits  every  encouragement.  Experience 
has  convinced  us  that  they  are  not  safe  in  the  hands  of  any  other 
description  of  people  yet  arrived  here.  I  must  beg  leave  to  repeat 
my  former  opinion,  my  Lord,  that  it  must  be  by  the  early  and 
sufficient  assistance  granted  to  industrious  individuals  that  this 
country  will  become  independent,  not  only  independent,  but  I 
have  no  doubt  will,  in  due  time,  and  that  at  no  great  distance, 
have  corn  to  spare.  By  this  early  assistance  they  are  the  sooner 
enabled  to  take  their  labourers  off  the  hands  of  Government. 

I  confess,  my  Lord,  that  since  I  had  the  honour  of  your  Grace's 
letter  I  have  felt  much  anxiety,  between  a  sincere  desire  to  obey 
your  commands,  as  signified  in  that  letter,  and  a  consideration 
of  the  consequences  it  is  highly  probable  will  ensue  to  the  settle- 
ment if  I  attend  strictly  to  the  letter  of  it.  More  than  half  the 
produce  of  our  last  harvest  has  been  raised  by  the  industry  of  the 
officers  of  the  settlement,  and  at  a  very  considerable  private 
expence  to  each  of  them,  in  addition  to  the  aid  afibrded  th^n  by 
Government.  If  I  withdraw  their  men  at  this  time  we  can 
expect  but  very  little  com  next  year,  for  they  will  not  be  able  to 
work  their  ground  ;  should  that  be  the  case,  we  may  expect  that 
those  who  do  raise  a  little  com  will  avail  themselves  of  a  scarcity 
and  raise  the  price,  which  I  had  some  hope  of  beir^  able  to  reduce. 
By  this  means  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  Government  will  con-  • 
siderably  lose,  instead  of  gain,  by  the  recovery  of  those  men  to 
public  labour,  and  the  settlement,  in  all  probability,  be  again 
reduced  to  a  sttite  of  distress  and  a  dependence  for  bread  on  the 
mother  country,  a  circumstance  which  I  am  extremely  anxious  to 
prevent.  I  could  say  much  on  this  subject,  my  Lord,  to  show 
that  if  it  is  the  wish  or  intention  of  Government  to  liave  this 


•See Vol.  ii,  p.  51. 
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colony  increase  to  a  state  of  respectability,  some  encouragement      1796 
most  be  beld  out  to  respectable  settlers  and  industrious  people  of    28  April. 
aJl  descriptions.     This  can  never  be  tbe  case  if  it  be  the  intention  ^^Z^l^ 
oi  Govemm^it  to  cultiyate  land  enough  for  the  maintenance  of  maittoSM 
all  the  ccmvicts  sent  here.     The  farmer  will  be  labouring  for  a  *«>diMtriou«, 
mere  subsisteiice  ;  he  can  never  death  himself  and  family  if  he 
has  DO  market  ior  his  surplus  com,  and  if  Grovemment  does  not 
become  his  purchaser  he  can  have  no  market.     What  then,  my 
Lord,  must  be  the  oonsequ^icel     A  general  indolence,  a  total 
inattention  to  farming,  a  dissatisfaction  with  their  situation,  and 
a  desire  to  quit  the  country  by  every  opportunity  which  offers. 

There  can  be  very  little  doubt,  my  Lord,  if  we  continue  to  A  tentative 
impr(yiro  as  we  have  hbtely  done,  that  farmers  will  be  able  to  take  ™""'*"" 
the  convicts  off  the  hands  of  Government ;  it  will  therefore  be 
painful  to  me  to  check  that  spirit  of  industry  which  at  present 
prevails  by  depriving  those  whose  endeavours  have  in  a  great 
measure  been  the  means  of  that  progress,  lately  made  by  the  colony 
towards  maintaining  itself,  of  that  assistance  by  which  such  im- 
provement has  been  made,  and  b^ore  they  are  arrived  at  that 
iitate  in  which  they  can  afford  to  take  the  labourers  into  their 
own  keeping,  to  render  them  incapable  of  being  able  to  do  so. 
Their  own  interest,  no  doubt,  prevails  in  their  exertions ;  but, 
as  I  have  formerly  remarked,  even  in  that  way  it  is  to  the 
.general  advantage  of  the  cc^ony  that  it  should  be  to  a  certain 
exteit  encouraged. 

Whatever  I  have  ventured  to  ofEar  on  this  subject  I  hope  your  Hunter't 
Grace  will  consider  as  proceeding  from  that  motive  only  by  which  ™^^«- 
I  shoukL  be  governed — "an  anxious  desire  to  promote  his  Majesty's 
aervioc";  for  private  views  I  can  have  none  but  those  which  pro- 
ceed from  the  gratification  I  shall  ever  feel  in  having  my  conduct 
approved  by  his  Majesty,  and  enjoying  the  good  opinion  of  your 
Grace. 

The  difficulties  I  have  had,  and  still  have,  to  contend  with,  from  his 
a  variety  of  causes,  it  will  not  be  necessaiy  that  I  should  trouble  <***«>>**•■• 
your  Grace  with  at  present ;  some  future  opportunity  may  render 
it  more  convenient  to  communicate,  and  your  Grace  to  consider 
them.     I  shall  therefore  mention  only  one  circumstance,  which 
ahould  be  communicated  as  early  as  posrable,  in  order  to  your 
Giace  havii^  time  to  consider  how  it  may  be  remedied.     In  my 
letter,  No.  1,*  by  the  Young  William  (vid  Canton),  I  mentioned 
tbe  situation  to  which  lieutenant-Governor  Grose  had  appointerl 
CaptainJohnMcArthur,of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps — Inspector  The 
<rf  Public  W^orks.     Such  an  assistajit  to  the  Governor  is  now  Jj'j^J^r 
heoonK,  from  the  great  extent  of  the  settlement,  indispensable ;  Works, 
bat  Captain  McArthur  having  given  in  his  resignation  of  that 
appointment,  in  consequence  of  its  occupying  the  whole  of  his 
time,  and  no  allowance  having  yet  been  granted  him  for  his 

•  See  Vol.  ii,  p.  327. 
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Neoeaaty  of 
the  poeitioD. 


1796       trouble,  it  now  becomes  vacant.*     I  wish  I  may  be  able  to  con- 

28  April,    vince  your  Grace  of  the  public  necessity  and  advantage  of  such  an 

appointment,  and  that  it  will  be  more  properly  attended  to  under 

the  direction  of  a  civilian  than  a  military  man,  for  it  becomes 

extremely  inconvenient  to  have  military  notions  blended  with 

duties  of  so  very  different  a  nature ;  it  is  a  situation  also  which 

'  would  be  of  much  utility  should  the  possessor  have  a  considerable 

share  of  agricultural  knowledge. 

Conduct  of        What  your  Grace  observes  on  the  conduct  of  the  military  at 

UiemUitary.  j^orfolk  Island  I  particularly  notice,  having  had  very  lately  but 

too  much  cause  to  complain  of  similar  violence  and  outrage  on  the 

part  of  those  doing  duty  here,  the  particulars  of  which  it  would 

be  highly  improper  in  me  to  suppress  or  keep  from  your  Grace's 

knowledge ;  it  will  therefore  be  the  subject  of  a  subsequent  letter. 

I  have,  &a, 

Jno.  Hunter 


30  April. 


Norfolk 
Island. 


Its  require- 
ments. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord,  30th  April,  1796. 

Your  Grace  will  receive  by  this  conveyance  lettere  froui 
Lieut. -Governor  King,  in  which  he  solicits  permission  to  return 
to  England  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  which  I  am  exceedingly 
concerned  to  understand  is  very  much  impaired.  In  the  month 
of  March  I  despatched  his  Majesty's  ship  Supply  to  Norfolk  Island, 
and  forwarded  by  that  opportunity  such  articles  of  their  wants  as 
we  were  capable  of  supplying.  The  Lieut. -Governor  was  desirous 
of  having  a  certain  proportion  of  salted  provisions  on  the  island,  a 
circumstance  in  which  I  perfectly  agreed  with  him,  least  from  any 
accident  their  supply  of  swine's  flesh  should  fail  them.  I  there- 
fore, by  that  opportunity,  sent  as  much  of  that  article  as  will 
compleat  them  to  about  eight  months.  They  were  also  much  in 
want  of  every  kind  of  tools  both  for  agriculture  and  for  the  use 
of  artificers.  In  this  particular  we  were  not  capable  of  assisting 
them,  having  none  but  such  as  we  could  from  time  to  time  manu- 
facture ourselves  for  our  own  use.  Slops,  and  every  other  store, 
of  which  we  have  had  lately  a  supply,  were  also  sent,  as  far  as 
the  quantity  we  had  here  would  admit. 

I  forward  to  your  Grace  a  letter  from  Mr.  Zachariah  CJlark, 
Deputy  Commissary  on  Norfolk  Island,  requesting  permission  to 
return  to  England  on  account  of  ill-health. 

I  must  beg  permission,  my  Lord,  to  observe  that  the  manner  in 
which  all  the  ships  sent  to  this  colony  are  chartered  must  ever  be 
felt  as  a  particular  and  distressing  inconvenience  to  officers  and 
others  whose  constitutions  may  have  been  impaired  upon  this 


•  Ante,  1 
Richard  A1 


p.  26  and  27.     Hunter  does  not  mention  in  this  despatch  that  he  had  appointed 
Kins  to  the  position. 
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service,  and  who  from  ill-health  may  be  rendered  no  longer  capable      1796 
d  their  duty  in  this  country.      The  charter-party  of  the  ships  is    30  ^prii. 
so  settled  that  the  day  on  which  they  are  cleared  of  their  cargoes       •-—- 
here  they  are  discharged  from  the  service  of  Government,  and  oOccn. 
prepare  for  a  voyage  under  agreement  with  the  East  India  Com- 
pany either  to  China  or  some  part  of  India,  so  that  there  cannot 
be  the  smallest  chance  or  opportunity  for  a  sick  person  to  be  sent  22,2Srinir 
home,  unless  they  can  afford  to  pay  more  for  their  passage  than  tmuports. 
their  whole  pay  during  their  service  here  might  amount  to,  ex- 
clusive of  the  hardship,  under  such  state  of  health,  of  a  tedious 
and  circuitous  navigation.     Allow  me,  my  Lord,  to  suggest  that, 
in  order  to  remove  the  melancholy  prospect  which  every  oflficer  of 
whatever  description  must  constantly  feel  himself  oppressed  by, 
when  overtaken  by  sickness  here,  of  being  either  ruined  in  his  cir- 
cumstances in  endeavouring  to  get  home  or  remain  here  without 
any  hope  of  recovery ;  that  if  it  were  ordered  that  a  ship  once 
in  a  certain  period  of  time  (suppose  two  years)  were  to  be  char- 
tered so  as  to  return  from  hen*ce  directly  for  England  in  Govern- 
ment's employ,  instead  of  going  to  India,  this  hardship  would  be  Relief  of  sick 
effectually  done  away,  and  a  prospect  opened  for  their  yet  reaching  '*"^®"* 
their  native  country  in  time  to  be  furnished  with  such  medical 
assistance  as  their  malady  might  require.    This,  no  doubt,  will  be 
attended  with  some  expence,  but  humanity  renders  it  unavoidable. 
I  have  forwarded  for  your  Grace's  inspection  a  paper*  containing 
a  representation  addressed  to  Lieut.-Govemor  King,  from  Mr. 
Thomas  Jamison,  the  assistant  surgeon  on  Norfolk  Island,  and  Aiaifltuit- 
I  must  beg  leave  to  say,  my  Lord,  that  he  does  not  complain  jJJnSJSS. 
without  cause ;  his  representation  is  strictly  true.    He  served  as 
surgeon's  first  mate  on  board  his  Majesty's  ship,  Sirius,  under 
my  command,  upon  this  service,  and  was  ordered  to  take  charge 
of  the  medical  duty  on  Norfolk  Island,  when  first  settled  by 
Governor  Phillip.     I  endeavoured  to  point  out  when  I  was  in 
England  that  tins  gentleman's  name  had  been  confounded  with 
that  of  a  superintendant  of  convicts  of  the  same  name,  and  that 
he  had  received  no  better  pay  than  the  superintendant.     His 
situation  as  surgeon's  mate  of  the  Sirius  entitled  him  to  full  as 
much.     I  am  of  opinion,  my  Lord,  that  his  Commission  for  his 
present  appointment  has  been  stated  by  mistake  junior  to  the 
last  two  assistants  sent  here,  both  of  whom  have  been  but  a 
very  short  time  in  the  country,  whilst  Mr.  Jamison  has  served 
upon  Norfolk  Island  since  1788,  and  was  appointed  regularly  by 
Oovemor  Phillip  as  assistant  surgeon  in  1793.     Governor  King's 
opinion  of  Mr.  Jamieson's  merits  I  also  inclose. 

Mr.  Leeds,  who  came  out  in  his  Majesty's  ship  Supply  as  an  Aasittant- 
asistant  surgeon  to  the  settlement,  having  written  to  me  that  his  uSs?" 
health  is  so  impaired  as  to  render  him  incapable  of  duty,  and  that 
he  is  of  opinion  if  he  continued  longer  in  this  country  his  life  will 

*  Ante,  p.  23. 
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1790      be  endangered,  I  have  therefore  permitted  his  retom,  and  have 
80  April    appointed  Mr.    D'Arcy  Wentworth,  who  has  officiated   as  an 
D'Arov"       assistant  in  the  hospital  at  Norfolk  Island  since  the  year  1790, 
Wentworth.  to  succeed,  thinking  his  claim  a  very  fair  one. 

I  have,  kc, 

Jno.  Hunter. 


Dcspemte 
convicts. 


Captun 
flogan. 


A  desirable 
class  of 
settlers. 


A  long-felt 
want 


Advantaffes 
of  a  public 
store. 


Governor  Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

Dear  Sir,  Sydney,  N.  S.  Wales,  30th  April,  1796. 

I  write  this  by  the  ship  Marq's  Comwallis,  which  brought 
us  some  convicts  from  Ireland,  perhaps  as  desperate  a  set  oi 
villains  as  were  ever  sent  from  that  or  any  other  country.  We 
will  endeavour,  however,  to  manage  them  as  well  as  may  be  neces- 
sary. The  commander  of  this  ship  having  purchas'd  a  farm  which 
was  partly  clear'd,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Hawkesbury, 
has  left  several  people  upon  it  from  his  own  ship,  and  a  few  of  the 
convicts  he  brought  out  he  has  taken  off  the  hands  of  the  public, 
and  seems  deter min'd  to  make  his  farm  productive.  He  has  left 
some  live  stock,  tools  of  every  kind,  and,  in  short,  promises  fair  to 
[become]  really  a  respectable  farmer,  [t  would  have  been  well  for 
this  colony  cou'd  we  have  early  had  fifty  or  a  hundred  such  settlers, 
but  many  of  those  who  have  been  permitted  to  fix  are  truely  worth- 
less characters,  and  very  few  of  those  sent  out  by  permission  of 
Government  are  likely  to  benefit  the  settlement.  They  seem,  most 
of  them,  disposed  to  speculate  in  some  way  of  no  great  advantage 
to  the  colony.     I  wish  they  were  in  their  own  country  again. 

The  commander  of  the  above  ship  (Captain  Hogan),  I  believe, 
is  a  man  of  property  and  good  connections.  He  mentioned  to  me 
that  he  lik'd  the  country  and  climate,  and  had  some  intention  of 
making  proposals  to  Government  to  be  permitted  to  establish  a 
store  here,  for  the  supplying  with  every  article  which  may  be 
wanted  either  the  settlement  at  large  or  individuals.  I  have  long 
wish'd  that  some  steps  cou'd  be  taken  for  this  much  to  be  desir'd 
purpose ;  it  wou'd  be  a  means  of  suppressing  effectually  that 
shamef  ull  imposition  which  has  so  long  distressed  poor  individuals 
who  pay  for  every  little  article  they  may  have  now  and  then 
an  opportunity  of  purchasing  the  most  unjust  and  unreasonable 
prices. 

It  wou'd  also  be  a  means  of  introducing  the  manufactures  of 
our  own  country  in  greater  abundance  into  this  settlement,  and 
thereby  lessen  the  speculations  of  Foreigners  and  adventurers  from 
the  East  Indies. 

As  Captain  Hogan  will  have  his  proposals  upon  this  subject  to 
offer  soon  after  his  arrival  in  England,  I  will  not  trouble  yon 
farther  than  to  observe  that  a  public  stc^-e  for  the  sale  of  the 
various  articles  which  are  often  wanted  here,  as  well  little  luxuiys 
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as  neoeBsarySy  woa'd  be  felt  by  all  ranks  a  very  comfortable  thing,       1716 
and  by  a  moderate  or  reasonable  profit  wou'd  prevent  great  incon-    ^  ApriL 
venieiice,  mucb  imposition,  and  often  considerable  distress  and 
poverty. 

I  have  encourag'd  his  ideas  by  observing  tliat,  if  his  proposals 
vere  attended  with  moderation  in  point  of  profit,  I  thought  it 
probable  Government  might  listen  to  them. 

1  sincerely  wish  you  long  and  perfect  health,  being  with  great 
esteem,  <kc.,  Jno.  Hunter, 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Dukr  of  Portland. 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord,  30th  April,  1796. 

The  indispensable  necessity  I  find  in  every  district  of  this 
colony  of  having  a  sufficient  number  of  the  best  characters  which 
can  be  selected  to  undertake  the  very  fatiguing  duties  of  a  con- 
stable has  rendered  it  at  the  same  time  as  necessary  that  some 
reward  or  encouragement  be  held  out  to  such  people  as  may  be 
employed  in  this  office,  as  a  stimulus  to  their  exertions  in  prevent- 
ing the  robberies  which  have  been,  and  still  continue  to  be,  so 
freqaently  committed  amongst  us.  I  have  therefore  inclosed  for 
TOOT  Grace's  information  the  rewards  which  I  have  promised  to  Rewaitls  to 
the  inferior  constables  who  patrol  in  the  night  and  are  constantly  ^™**^^* 
at  call ;  but  the  chief  (and  there  should  be  a  chief  constable  in 
every  district,  who  should  be  a  free  man)  I  am  at  a  loss  what 
encouragement  to  hold  out  to.  His  duty  becomes  very  consider- 
able, having  the  whole  direction  of  the  inferior  constables,  and 
is  such  as  scarcely  to  leave  him  one  hour  in  the  twenty-four  to 
himself.  I  must  therefore  beg  to  leave  him  to  your  Grace's 
consideration. 

It  would  be  highly  pleasing  to  me,  my  Lord,  were  it  possible  to 
do  without  any  of  those  situations  which  occasion  the  smallest 
additional  expence  to  the  Government ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that 
when  your  Grace  reflects  or  considers  the  description  of  people  we 
We  here  to  manage  you  will  not  be  surprised,  or  think  the  steps  Necesgityof 
which  I  take  to  keep  them  in  order  unnecessary.     In  the  district  S?i«!*^"*"^ 
•jf  the  Hawkesbury,  from  which  I  have  just  arrived,  and  where 
everything  wears  a  very  promising  aspect,  as  far  as  relates  to 
the  different  farms,  yet  there  the  want  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
to  take  immediate  cognizance  of  all  complaints,  to  direct  punish- 
ments to  be  infiict^  instantly   on  the  ofienders,  and  by  his 
residence  on  the  spot  to  keep  order,  is  so  very  much  wanted  that 
I  vaa  under  the  necessity  of  taking  the  Judge- Advocate  from  his  Adininifltni<. 
duty  here  to  regulate  onnplaints  and  disagreements  relating  to  j^t^  ^ 
pn^^orty,  as  well  as  to  enquire  into  several  robberies  there.     The  ^  Hawkes- 
mmber  of  officers  in  the  civil  department  are  now  felt  to  be  so     ^' 
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1796      very  few  that  we  have  not  a  proper  person  to  place  there,  and 

80 April,    to  undertake  the  duty  of  a  magistrate;   and  the  bringing  the 

offenders  from  thence  to  be  examined  either  here  or  at  Parra- 

matta  takes  a  number  of  people  from  their  duty  for  several  dajs, 

besides  an  escort  of  constables  to  attend  them  on  the  road. 

I  have,  &c., 

JXO.  HUKTER. 
[  Enclosure.  ] 

Encouragement  to  Constables. 

Encouragement  to  people  acting  as  Constables  at  Sydney, 
Parramatta,  Toongabbe,  and  the  Hawkesbury. 
^lowances        ]st.  Each  to  have  an  additional  suit  of  cloathing  annually,  in 
constables,    order  to  their  having  at  all  times  a  more  respectable  appearance. 

2nd.  To  have  a  pint  of  spirits  served  to  each  every  Saturday. 

3rd.  To  have  the  same  ration  served  to  them  which  is  issued 
to  the  military  and  free  people.  N.B. — This  does  not  relate  to 
quantity,  for  that  is  the  same  to  all  descriptions  of  people,  but  in 
the  particular  articles,  it  being  impossible  to  regulate  that  so  as 
to  avoid  making  some  distinction  ;  in  such  case  the  preference  is 
given  to  the  military  and  free  people. 

4th.  Those  who  may  have  been  sent  to  this  country  for  seven 
years,  and  who  shall  officiate  as  a  constable  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  magistrates  of  the  district  in  which  he  acts  for  the  space  of 
three  years  from  his  appointment  as  such,  shall  be  entitled  to 
emancipation,  and  be  at  liberty  to  leave  the  settlement  whenever 
he  chooses. 

5th.  Those  who  may  have  been  sent  to  this  country  for  fourteen 
years,  and  who  shall  officiate  as  above  for  the  space  of  seven  years, 
sliall  be  entitled  to  the  same  reward  and  advantages. 

6th.  Those  who  may  have  been  transported  for  life,  and  who 
shall  officiate  as  above  for  the  space  of  ten  years,  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  above  advantages  and  to  conditional  emancipation,  «.«., 
freedom  in  this  country  and  liberty  to  become  settlers. 


Goveknor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord,  30th  April,  1796. 

The  Scotch  There  having  been  certain  persons  sent  to  this  colony 

Martyrs.  whose  names  had,  at  the  time  I  left  England,  been  much  mentioned 
in  public,  and  whose  seditious  conduct  in  their  native  country  had 
brought  upon  them  that  sentence  which  had  occasioned  their 
removal  to  this,  and  as  some  changes  amongst  them  have  reduced 
the  original  number  who  had  been  landed  here,  I  judge  it 
necessary  that  your  Grace  shoidd  be  informed  of  those  people 


THE  SCOTCH  MARTYRS.  47 

particalarly,  in  order  that  no  untrue  reports  of  their  situation  in      1706 
this  ooontry  may  be  circulated  by  their  friends  or  connections    soApriL 
without  its  being  immediately  detected. 

An  American  ship  named  the  Otter,  conmianded  by  Ebenezer 
Dorr,  and  belonging  to  Boston,  having  touched  at  this  port  to  re- 
fresh his  ship's  company,  and  to  have  some  small  repairs  done  to  the 
ship,  being  bound  on  a  voyage  to  the  north-west  coast  of  America 
and  China,  after  having  been  treated  here  with  much  civility, 
and  assisted  in  his  repairs  as  far  as  it  was  in  our  power  to  forward 
them,  he,  contrary  to  a  very  pointed  article  in  the  Port  Orders, 
which  he  had  received  on  his  arrival,  carried  from  hence  several 
people,  for  whose  embarkation  he  had  not  obtained  any  permission,  JJ°  he(St^ 
and,  amongst  the  number,  Mr.  Thomas  Muir. 

When  the  Sovereign,  storeship,  arrived  here,  I  found  Mr.  GenUd. 
Joseph  Gerrald  had  been  sent  out  in  that  ship.  He  was  landed 
here  in  a  very  declining  state  of  health,  which  rendered  it  neces- 
sary that  he  should  reside  in  some  quiet  and  retired  situation. 
For  this  purpose  application  was  made  to  me  for  permission  for 
his  purchasing  a  small  house  and  garden  (then  to  be  sold)  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Sydney,  but  so  retired  as  suited  the  weakly 
state  he  was  in.  Permission  was  immediately  granted  for  his 
raiding  in  any  place  that  might  be  convenient  to  his  health. 
Here  he  saw  his  friends,  and  was  visited  by  the  surgeon,  but  he 
was  soon  pronounced  to  be  in  a  rapid  consumption,  of  which  he 
died  on  the  16th  day  of  March  last. 

Mr.  William  Skirving,  a  very  decent,  quiet,  and  industrious  man,  skirving. 
who  had  purchased  a  farm  already  cleared,  and  was  indefatigable 
in  his  attentions  to  its  improvement,  just  as  the  labour  of  the 
harvest  was  near  over,  was  seized  with  a  violent  dysentery,  of 
which  he  died  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month.  There,  therefore, 
remain  of  the  five  persons  who  were  sent  out  under  that  particular 
sentence  only  two,  Mr.  Fyshe  Palmer  and  Mr.  Margarot,  who  Painier  and 
live  quiet  and  retired.  Margarot. 

Those  who  are  now  gone  have  been  often  heard  to  complain 
o!  the  want  of  that  attention  from  their  friends  in  England  which 
they  had  been  led  to  expect,  but  of  which  they  had  not  since  their 
arrival  here  received  any  proofs  whatever.     They  for  some  time 
after  my  arrival  continued  to  live  independent  of  the  public  store, 
and  appeared  to  have  little  doubt,  thro'  the  assistance  of  those 
friends,  in  whom  they  appeared  to  have  much  confidence,  that  they 
wonld  be  enabled  to  live  without  the  aid  of  Government.     They 
have,  however,   from  the   disappointment  of  expected  supplies  Dis- 
which  they  looked  for  by  some  of  the  several  ships  which  had  Jy^rtr^ 
lately  arrived  here,  been  under  the  necessity  of  requesting  that  1 1^^^ 
▼ould  order  them  provision  from  the  public  store,  which  they  now    "^  *" 
receive.  I  have,  &c., 

Jxo.  Hunter. 
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Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord,  2iid  May,  1796. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  ship  Marquis  Comwallis  in  this 
port  I  received  information,  as  mentioned  in  my  letter.  No.  8,*  from 
Mr.  Michael  Hogan,her  commander,  that  a  v^ry  desperate  plan  had 
been  laid  by  the  convicts,  and  was  in  considerable  preparation,  for 
seizing  the  ship  and  murdering  the  officers  and  ship's  company 
during  her  passage  to  this  country,  and  that  this  combination  of 
villains  was  promoted  and  headed  by  a  serjeant  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Corps,  who  was  embarked  in  that  ship  as  a  part  of  the  guard 
intended  for  the  security  of  the  convicts.  I  directed  such  enquiry 
to  be  made  into  this  affair  as  might  enable  me  to  lay  the  whole  of 
this  horrid  transaction  in  as  clear  a  light  as  possible  before  your 
Grace,  which  shall  be  done  by  the  first  opportunity  after  the 
departure  of  the  above  ship.  All  I  can  at  present  observe  upon 
it  is,  "  that  the  steps  which  were  taken  by  Capt.  Hogan,  in  con< 
junction  with  the  two  officers  and  soldiers  embarked  with  him 
and  the  officers  and  crew  of  his  own  ship,  as  laid  before  me  after 
the  enquiry,  appear  to  me  to  have  been  the  only  means  which 
could  have  been  used  to  save  the  ship  and  their  own  lives." 

I  have,  &c., 
Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

4th  May,  1796. 
Parole — Indespensable.  Countersign — England. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  has  been  pleased  to  appoint,  by 
warrant  bearing  date  the  first  day  of  April,  1796,  Mr.  D'Arcy 
Wentworth  to  be  an  assistant  surgeon  at  the  Greneral  Hospital, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Saml.  Leeds,  permitted  to  return  to  England 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health.  Jno.  Hunter. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
6  May.  Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord,  5th  May,  1796. 

Si  J***  **'  ^  have  just  received  the  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Balmain, 

Surgeon,  who  officiates  as  principal  surgeon  to  this  colony  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  White,  who  is  at  this  time  in  England.  H  the  circumstance 
of  which  he  complains  has  been  correctly  stated  to  him,  and  does 
actually  exist,  he  has  cause  for  uneasiness.  It  has  hitherto  been 
understood  as  a  rule  of  Government  that  whenever  any  officer  in 
the  civil  department  has  obtained  leave  of  absence  from  his  duty 
in  this  country  some  other  person  has  been  authons'd  to  take  upon 
him  that  service,  and,  as  a  compensation,  he  has  been  aUow'd  a 
moiety  of  the  aallary  of  that  officer  untill  his  return.     This  allow- 

•  Ante,  p.  82. 
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ance,  bj  Mr.  Balmain's  letters,  appears  to  have  been  refused  to  1796 
him,  which,  if  he  has  not  been  misinformed,  is  no  doubt  a  griev-  .5  May. 
ance  which  it  will  require  your  Grace's  directions  to  remove. 

I  have,  <fec., 
[Encloeure.]  *^^0-  HuNTBB. 

Acting  Chiep-Surgeon  Balmain  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  General  Hospital,  5th  Maj,  1796. 

I  have  this  day  received  a  letter  from  my  agents,  Mes8r& 
Clementeon  and  Denton,  dated  the  8th  of  August,  1795,  stating 
that  in  consideration  of  my  doing  the  duty  of  principal  surgeon  in  Bainuin 
this  territory,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  White,  the  principal  surgeon  ^J^  " 
thereof,  they  had  applied  to  Mr.  Chinnery,  the  Colonial  agent,  for  loeum 
an  addition  of  iive  shillings  a  day  to  my  salary  on  that  account ;  ^^"• 
that  Mr.  White,  who  was  present  when  this  demand  was  made  by 
them,  objected  to  it,  and  affirmed  that  he  had  at  his  own  private 
expenoe  engaged  a  person  to  assist  me  in  the  execution  of  my  duty 
as  principal  surgeon. 

I  appeal  to  your  Excellency  whether  such  an  affirmation  is  true, 
and  whether  Mr.  White,  in  endeavouring  to  prevent  my  receiving 
what  in  common  justice  is  my  due,  has  not  artfully  cast  an  un- 
worthy reflection  on  my  ability  to  take  upon  me  the  charge  in  his 
absence. 

I  humbly  hope  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  represent  the  Ha  cbOma 
justice  of  my  claim  to  a  moiety  of  Mr.  White's  salary  for  doing  Sff,^^' 
his  duty,  in  common  with  the  persons  who  are  to  officiate  in  the 
absence  of  the  Judge- Advocate  and  Commissary. 

Mr.  White  left  this  settlement  early  in  December,  1794,  from 
which  time  I  am  considered  as  acting  in  his  situation 

I  will  not  trouble  your  Excellency  with  any  observation  on  Mr. 
White's  motives  in  this  transaction,  but  shall  only  add  that  I  have 
ever  felt  equal  to,  and  ready  to  perform  with  chearfulness,  every 
duty  that  has  fallen  to  my  lot  in  this  settlement,  and  hope  that 
yonr  Excellency  will  use  your  influence  with  his  Majesty's  Prin- 
cipal Secretary  of  State  to  obtain  redress  for  the  injustice  that  has 
been  done  me.*  I  have,  &c., 

W.  Balmain, 
Acting  as  Chief  Surgeon  to  the  territory  of  New  South  Wales. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

12th  May,  1796.         12  May. 
Parole — Sussex.  Countersign — Essex. 

Two  men  from  each  farm  are  to  be  sent  in  for  the  purpose  of  ^'"J^hi"^  * 
unloading  the  Britannia,  storeship,  which  service  is  to  commence  ^' 

on  Monday  next.  Jno.  Hunter. 

*  foAt  p.  9B.    Sugeon  WhiU  declined  to  leave  EDglaod,  and  Mr.  Balmain  waa  appointed 
totbepoBtioD. 

VOL.  Ill — D 
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1796  Government  and  General  Order. 

18  May.  *  13th  May,  1796. 

Parole — Suffolk.  Countersign — Norfolk. 

An  The  New  South  Wales  Corps  to  be  under  arms  to-morrow  at  twelve 

execu  on.    qJ^Jq^j^  ^  ^^  forenoon,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  execution 
of  the  prisoner  now  under  sentence  of  death.* 

Jno.  Hunter- 
Government  AND  General  Order. 
22M»y.                                                                                 22nd  May,  1796. 
Parole — Newcastle             Countersign — Duiiiam. 
There  being  but  a  small  quantity  of  flour  remaining  in  the  public 
stores,  none  of  that  article  will  be  issued  to  the  prisoners  on 
Saturday  next,  in  lieu  of  which  they  will  receive  an  addition  of 
wheaA  in      three  pounds  of  wheat ;  the  other  articles  of  the  ration  to  them 
Ueu  of  flour.  ^^^  f^  ^y^^  military  and  free  people  remain  as  directed  on  the  5th 
of  February.!                          Jno.  Hunter, 

Ex-Gk>vERNOR  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
iJune.         Sir,  Alexander,  Spithead,  Ist  June,  1796. 

Phillip  on  ^^^  ^"^^  ^  pleased  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners 

the  of  the  Admiralty  that,  in  obedience  to  their  Lordships'  orders, 

®^*°  ^-  which  I  received  the  27th  of  May,  I  attempted  getting  out  of 
Plymouth  Sound  the  next  day,  but  drifted  so  near  the  land,  from 
a  squall,  before  sail  could  be  made,  that  I  was  obliged  to  anchor 
again,  and  remain  in  the  sound  till  yesterday,  when,  by  leaving  an 
anchor,  I  got  under  saU,  and  anchored  this  morning  at  Spithead. 
As  his  Majesty's  ship  under  my  command  is  ordered  for  sea,  I 
beg  leave  to  represent  to  their  Lordships  that  the  number  short 
of  compliment,  with  those  left  at  Plymouth  Hospital,  makes  the 
whole  number  deficient  thirty-seven.  I  have,  &c., 

Phillip. 

Government  and  General  Order. 
4  June.  4th  June,  1796. 

Parole — Long  live.  Countersign — The  Xing. 

Priaonen      ^^^  Excellency  the  Governor  is  pleased  to  pardon  and  release 
pardoned,     guch  prisoners  as  are  now  confined  in  the  cells,  j 

Jno.  Hunter. 


S  Jane. 


The  Duke  of  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  8th  June,  1796. 

I  have  laid  before  the  King,  Captain  Paterson's  letters 
— one  of  the  21st  of  March,  1795,§  and  two  of  the  15th  of  June 

last.||  < 

*  The  prleoner  referred  to  was  pardoned  by  Hunter,  at  the  instance  of  the  Rev.  RIchani 
Johnson,  on  condition  of  serving  seven  years  at  Norfolk  Island.— <;oUins,  voL  i,  p. 
t  Ante,  p,  10.  t  The  4th  June  was  the  King's  birthdi^r.  |  Vol.  ii,  p.  885. 

Q  lb.,  pp.  306,  312. 
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The  general  state  of  the  colony,  and  its  progress  and  improve-      1796 
ment,  is  a  subject  of  great  satis^tiOn  to  his  Majesty.  8  joae. 

In  making  such  remarks  as  I  judge  to  be  necessary  on  some  of 
the  points  mentioned  in  the  letters  before  me,  it  gives  me  sin- 
gular pleasure  to  find  that  the  several  instructions  and  directions 
which  you  have  already  received  do,  of  themselves,  sufficiently  The  ^^ 
point  out  to  you  the  proper  correction  of  some  abuses  which  at  of  abuaoi. 
present  exist 

The  first  of  the  above  letters  incloses  a  copy  of  one  of  the 
4th  of  March,  1795,  from  Lieutenant-Governor  King,  whereby  it 
appears  that,  notwithstanding  the  very  great  and  abundant  plenty 
of  swines'  flesh  in  Norfolk  Island  and  its  dependencies,  he  has  The 
given  sixpence  a  pound  for  that  article  for  the  stores,  for  no  other  MfkatT  ^' 
reason  but  because  he  was  authorized  to  do  so  in  the  September  |^^^ 
preceding  ;   whereas  it  was    his  duty  to  have  made  the   best  demned. 
bargain  for  the  publick,  and  to  have  proportioned  his  price  to 
the  plenty   of  the  article.     I  must  add,  from   the  very  rapid 
inoease  of  hogs  in  that  island,  that  the  publick  stock,  under 
proper  management,  ought  to  have  been  infinitely  more  numerous. 
Altho'  the  general    conduct  of    Lieutenant-Governor    King  is  King's 
highly  commendable,  you  will  not  fail  to  give  him  such  instruc-  ^^uct 
tiona  on  the  subject  I  have  mentioned  as  may  best  and  most  commended, 
elfectually  promote  the  increase  of  the  publick  stock  and  provi- 
sions.    Ijhe  like  attention  to  the  increase  of  the  publick  stock 
and  public  stores  la  equally  wanted  and  equally  necessary  at 
New  South  Wales.     The  purchases  from  individuals  have  been 
considerable,  and  at  extravagant  prices,  whilst  neither  the  land  in 
tillage  nor  the  live  stock  belonging  to  the  Crown  bears  a  reason- 
able proportion  to  the  strength  which  might  and  ought  to  have 
been  employed  upon  its  concerns. 

It  is  observed  in  one  of  the  above  letters  of  the  1 5th  of  June  AhwrpUon 
that  from  the  increasing  number  of  settlers,  and  from  the  assist-  labounn. 
anoe  which  must  unavoidably  be  given  to  this  description  of 
people,  but  few  are  left  for  tillage  and  other  necessary  works ; 
▼hereas,  from  the  number  of  convicts  returned,  it  is  evident  that 
unless  they  are  improperly  employed  by  and  on  account  of 
individuals  at  the  expence  of  the  public,  by  whom  they  are  fed, 
tliere  could  not  be  such  a  want  of  hands  as  is  here  stated.  The 
instructions,  therefore,  which  you  have  received  with  respect  to  the 
employment  of  convicts  appear  to  have  been  highly  necessary.* 

Captain  Paterson  has  not  transmitted  any  regular  list  of  the 
live  stock  belonging  to  the  Crown  landed  from  the  Endeavour,  ?**^**^** 
and  the  number  of  cows  she  brought  is  left  in  his  letter  with  a  sLleavoar. 

*Beferaire  te  here  made  to  the  instnictlone—flnt  to  Oroee,  and  then  to  Hunter—relative 
t')  the  number  of  conrict  seryante,  fed  and  clothed  by  the  State,  to  be  allowed  to  eaoh 
ottor.  Rnoter  explained  hie  inability  to  effect  the  desired  change  in  hia  letter  of  28th 
Apnl,l7W,ante,p.  40. 
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1706      blank.    I  must  observe  that,  where  the  increase  of  cattle  was  the 
8  June,     main  object,  it  seems  strange  that  forty  oxen  should  have  been 
selected  as  part  of  the  cargo.* 

As  salted  provisions  alone  were  wanted,  it  appears  to  me  that 

Britannia.     ^^  chartering  the  Britannia,  in  case  salted  provisions  were  not  to 

be  had  at  the  ports  she  was  to  touch  at,  the  master  should  have 

been  directed  to  procure  some  live  stock,  concerning  which  he 

appears  to  have  had  no  directions  whatever.! 

The  steps  taken  by  Captain  Paterson  for  the  protection  of  that 
Settlers  at    part  of  tlie  settlement  which  is  on  Hawkesbury  River,  and  for 
buT}'.*^  ^  instilling  into  the  minds  of  the  natives  a  proper  degree  of  respect 
and  regard  for  the  colony,  appear  to  have  been  highly  proper.  J 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  apprize  you  that  it  is  intended  to 
send  about  300  convicts  to  New  South  Wales  in  the  course  of 
the  next  autumn. 

You  will  receive  this  by  the  Sylph,  which  sails  with  the  Prince 
of  Walea§  They  carry  out,  for  the  use  of  the  settlement,  pro- 
visions and  stores,  conformably  to  the  within  invoice  and  list,  all 
of  which  I  hope  will  arrive  safe  and  in  good  order. 

I  am,  <$E&, 
Portland. 

The  War  Office  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Grose. 

10  June.         Sir,  W.O.,  10th  June,  1796. 

Aufnnenta-  I  have  the  honour  to  acq't  you  H.M.  has  been  pleased  to 

South  Wj5^  approve  of  your  offer  to  raise  two  comp's  for  an  augmentation  to 

Corps.         the  corps,  under  your  command,  serving  in  New  South  Wales,  the 

said  comp's  to  be  of  the  same  establishment  as  the  other  comp's 

of  the  corps. 
Nomination       The  King  leaves  to  you  the  nomination  of  the  additional  oflScers 

to  be  appointed  on  this  occasion ;  H.M.,  however,  requires  that 

the  officers  recommended  for  companies  shall  have  served  two 

years  as  subalterns,  and  that  the  gentlemen  named  for  ensigns 

shall  not  be  under  sixteen  years  of  age. 

On  the  completion  of  this  augmentation  the  eldest  captain  will 

be  appointed  second  major  of  the  corps,  retaining  his  company 

agreeably  to  your  recommendation. 

*  Fftteraon  stated  in  his  letter  of  the  ISth  June,  1705,  that  forty  oxen  had  been  imported 
for  draught  purposes.  The  number  of  breeding  cattle  landed  from  ibe  Endeavour  was  9i-- 
viz.,  60  COW'S  and  32  calves.— Vol.  ii,  p.  a06 ;  Collins,  vol.  i,  p.  41& 

t  The  Britannia  was  chartered  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Paterson,  in  May,  1795,  to  proceed, 
first  to  BaUvia ;  then,  if  unsuccessful,  to  Benfifal ;  and  as  a  last  resort,  lo  the  Capie.  She  pro- 
cured her  cai^o  at  Calcutta  and  Madras.  The  vessel  hsd  on  board,  on  private  account,  one 
mare  and  six  cows.  The  mare  was  sold  for  £100  (Collins,  vol.  i,  pp.  475,  481).  The 
Britannia  arrived  on  11th  May,  1796,  with  967  tierces  of  salt  provisions  and  a  sooaU  quantity 
of  rice  (post,  p.  69). 

:  Paterson  had  stationed  in  the  wint«r  of  1706  a  detachment  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps 
at  the  Hawkesbury  to  protect  the  settlers  from  attacks  by  tho  natives.— Vol.  ii,  S07.  i 

«  The  Prince  of  Wales  arrived  at  Sydney  on  2nd  November,  1796,  and  the  Sylph  on  the 
17th  idem. 
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None  of  the  officers  promoted  are  to  dispose  of  their  present      1796 
Commissions.  ^^j^ 

You  will  be  allowed  seven  pounds  ten  shillings  for  each  approved  p^^^^ 
recrait.  money. 

In  the  execution  of  this  measure  you  will  conform  yourself  to 
the  regulations  and  instructions  now  in  force  in  carrying  on  the 
recroiting  service,  a  printed  copy  of  which  is  enclosed. 

Upon  your  reporting  to  this  office  the  completion  of  one  of  the 
additional  companies  the  same  will  be  ordered  to  be  inspected. 

I  have,  4&C., 
W.  Windham. 

ASSISTANT-SUBOEON  JaHISON   TO   BX-GOVEBNOB  PhILLIP. 

Sir,  Norfolk  Island,  11th  June,  1796.        iijune. 

Having  communicated  to  you  in  a  former  letter  that  I 
had  been  informed  thro'  the  channel  of  Mr.  Balmain  that  Mr. 
Thompson  and  Mr.  Leeds  had  senior  appointments  to  mine,  I  AtBliUnt- 
thought  from  the  information  I  had  before  on  that  subject  that  jl!lSSmu 
it  might  have  been  a  mistake,  but  I  have  since  that  time  made  a 
particular  inquiry,  and  am  sorry  to  say  that  it  is  too  true,  as  Mr. 
Thompson's  Commission  is  dated  in  May,  1793,  Mr.  Leeds  in  July, 
1793,  and  mine  in  Oct.,  1793,  so  that  instead  of  being  the  next 
in  succession  to  Mr.  Balmain,  it  leaves  me  the  youngest  assistant 
.^^urgeon  in  the  colony;  but  I  still  hope,  when  a  proper  representa- 
tion is  made  to  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State,  that  he 
vill  order  the  mistake  to  be  corrected,  and  allow  me  to  enjoy  that 
place  in  the  line  of  succession  which  I  trust  my  conduct  has  hii  rank. 
merited.  If  this  cannot  be  obtained,  I  fear  I  shall  be  obliged,  from 
jastice  to  myself  and  family,  compelled  to  request  leave  to  quit  the 
colony.  I  fear  I  have  trespassed  too  far  on  your  goodness,  but  I 
trast  my  feelings  on  this  occasion  will  plead  my  excuse,  being  so 
(iL»appointed  at  this  period  of  life,  after  having  served  his  Majesty 
sixteen  years,  incumbered  with  a  family  without  provision  for  myself 
or  theuL 

If  the  Comptroller  of  the  Navy  would  allow  me  to  be  put  on  Prefers  the 
the  surgeons'  list  from  the  time  of  your  appointment  I  would  JS^^^ 
a^in  embark  in  the  Navy  service,  altho'  I  would  still  prefer  an 
-appointment  on  shore,  as  the  sea  does  not  agree  with  me. 

I  have  inclosed  to  Mr.' Wolfe  (my  agent)  an  extract  from  Major 
Ross's  General  Orders  on  the  2l8t  of  April,  1791,  at  Norfolk 
Island,  also  an  extract  from  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from 
Oovr.  Hunter  since  I  wrote  him  on  the  subject,  and  an  attested 
copy  of  your  appointment^  should  they  be  wanted.  I  have  re- 
quested him  to  call  on  you,  and  to  take  such  steps  as  you  may 
<fect.  I  remain,  <kc., 

Thos.  Jamison. 
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1706 

15  Jane. 


The 

cuirency  of 
btorc' 
keepers' 
receipts. 


GOYERNMENT  AND  GENERAL  OrDER. 

15th  June,  1796. 
Parole — Honor.  Countersign — Integrity. 

Whereas  from  the  present  extraordinary  mode  of  suffering  the 
receipts  issued  by  the  different  storekeepers  for  grain  delivered  into 
his  Majesty's  stores  to  pass  current  in  this  colony  for  the  value 
of  the  quantity  of  grain  therein  expressed,  much  inconvenience  has 
been  felt,  as  well  as  a  possibility  of  much  fraud  and  imposition 
being  practized  upon  Government :  It  is  hereby  made  known  that 
no  receipts  of  this  kind  are  to  pass  current  hereafter;  but  the 
persons  in  whose  favor  they  may  be  drawn  are  to  lay  them  before 
the  Commissary,  and  receive  from  him  a  note  for  the  amount 
thereof,  no  other  person  whatever  within  this  colony  being  autho- 
rized to  issue  notes  payable  by  Government. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


18  June. 


Licenses  to 
retftll 
spirituous 
liquors. 


Drunken- 
ness and 
robberies. 


Tradinfir 
with  spirits 
prohibited. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

18th  June,  1796. 
Parole — Navigation  Countersign — Commerce. 

The  number  of  people  who  have  obtained  licenses  for  the  retailinj^ 
spirituous  liquors  in  moderation  appear  to  the  Governor  to  have 
already  answer'd  a  purpose  very  different  from  that  which  he 
expected  from  them.  Those  licenses  were  granted  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  that  continual  state  of  intoxication  in  which  many 
of  the  settlers  and  others  employed  in  farming  seem  disposed  to 
indulge  themselves  ;  but  instead  of  their  answering  that  salutary 
end,  he  finds  nothing  but  drunkenness  and  idleness  throughout 
every  part  of  the  settlement  amongst  that  description  of  people, 
and  he  is  sorry  to  add  that  robberies  appear  more  frequent  now 
than  formerly.  The  Governor  has  therefore  judged  it  necessary 
to  direct  that  none  of  those  who  have  obtained  licenses  do  presume 
to  carry  on  a  traffic  with  settlers  or  others  who  may  have  grain  to 
dispose  of,  by  paying  for  such  grain  in  spirits.  Should  it  be  here- 
after discovered  that  any  have,  in  defiance  of  this  order,  carried 
on  this  destructive  trade,  they  will  immediately  lose  their  license, 
and  such  other  steps  be  taken  for  their  punishment  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  may  deserve.  The  Governor  desires  it  may  be  under- 
stood that  the  trading  with  spirits  to  the  extent  which  he  now  finds 
it  practised  is  strictly  forbidden  to  others  as  well  as  those  who  have 
licenced  public-houses.  The  practice  of  purchasing  the  crops  of 
settlers  for  spirits  has  too  long  prevailed  in  this  settlement  It  is 
high  time  that  a  trade  so  pernicious  to  individuals  and  so  ruinous 
to  the  prosperity  of  his  Majesty's  colony  should  be  put  an  end  to. 
It  is  not  possible  that  a  farmer  who  shidl  be  idle  enough  to  throw 
away  his  labor  for  twelve  months  for  the  gratification  of  a  few 
gallons  of  a  poisonous  spirit,  and  by  which  he  is  to  be  deprived  of 
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ills  senses  for  several  days,  can  ever  expect  to  thrive  or  enjoy  those      1796 
comforts  which  are  only  to  be  procured  by  sobriety  and  industry,     ig  jq],«. 
Such  a  character  will  be  considered  as  unfit  for  a  settler.     The  g-^^r^ 
assistance  allowed  him  shall  be  withdrawn,  and  by  leaving  him  to  purchMiiifr 
himself  he  will  have  less  time  to  waste  in  drunkenness  and  riot.     8^^2,7^^^ 

Jno.  Hunteb. 


Under  Secretary  Nepean  to  Lieutenant  Dawes. 
Sir,  23rd  June,  1796.         a  June. 

I  have  received  and  read  to  my  Lords  Comrs.  of  the  DawM 
Admly.  your  letter  of  the  9th  inst.,  acquainting  them  with  your  S^J2!d!** 
arrival  in  England  from  the  leave  of  absence  they  were  pleased  to 
grant  you  to  go  to  Sierra  Leone,  with  the  reasons  which  occasioned 
you  to  exceed  the  leave ;  and,  in  return,  I  am  commanded  by  their 
Lordships  to  acquaint  you  that  they  will  not  take  any  notice  of 
yoor  having  exceeded  the  leave.  I  am,  <kc.', 

KN. 

Muster-roll  of  his  Majesty's  New  South  Wales  Corps  of  Foot, 

from  25th  Dec.,  1795,  to  24th  June,  1796,  inclusive.  24  June. 

Lieut.-Cohnel : — ^Francis  Grose.  The  New 

Major .— WiUiam  Paterson.  SlS.^'*"" 

Captains : — Paterson,  Foveaux,  Johnston,  McArthur,  Townson, 
and  Edward  Abbott 

Lieutenants: — Abbott,  Prentice,  Beckwith,  Rowley,  Cum- 
mings,  John  Clephan,  John  Piper,  and  Neil  McKellar. 

Ensigns  : — McKellar,  Lucas,  Davis,  Boss,  Patullo,  John  Bra- 
byn,  William  Moore,  and  Thos.  Laycock. 

Sergeants : — • 

Corporal : — William  Hall. 

Drummers : — John  Armstrong,  T.  Brown,  Daniel  Johns, 
Nathaniel  Griffen,  William  and  Obediah  Ikin,  Thomas  Brown  to 
private,  15th  Sep'r;  John  Hammond  do.,  5th  Dec'r;  George 
Whittle,  enlisted  16th  Sep'r ;  Wm.  Jamieson,  do.  6th  DecV. 

Privates: — Effective,  420.  Broken  periods — 3  discharged,  6 
died,  2  embarked,  1  enlisted,  2  from  drummer. 

Recruits: — ^Before  muster,  25th  June  to  24th  December,  1796 
12;  since  raised,  111. 

Levy  Money  :-^For  140  recruits,  at  £7  lOs.  each,  £1,050  ;  10 
taken  from  Col.  Loft's  recruits,  at  £1  lis.  6d.  each,  £15  19s. 

Subsistence: — 6d.  a  day;  3  at  8d.,  3  at  Is. 

Francis  Grose,  , 
Lieut.-Col.  Command'g  New  South  Wales  Ck>rps. 

•  The  inf annaition  oonoeniiiv  ^«  wiigeMiti  is  omitted. 
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[Memorandum.  ]* 

Clothing  for  Convicts. 

27th  Juae,  1796. 
The  Prince  of  Wales  and  Sylph  sailed  from  Portsmouth  the  27th 
June,  1796. 

The  Sylph  carried  out  for  the  use  of  the  convicts  the  following 
articles  of  clothing,  viz. : — 

MeiCi  Chthmg,  WomesCs  Clothing. 

5,000  jackets.  700  jackets. 

2,500  waistcoats.  1,400  petticoats. 

2,500  pr.  breeches.  1,400  shifts. 
2,600  shirts.  700  handkerchiefs. 

2,500  caps.  1,400  caps. 
2,500  hats.  700  hats. 

5,000  pr.  shoes.  1,400  pr.  shoes. 

5,000  pr.  stockings.  1,400  pr.  stockings. 

Cfdldren's  Clothing, 
857i  yds.  of  narrow  cloth. 
504  yds.  of  white  linen. 


Lieutenant-Governor  Grose  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

Sir,  Cork,  28th  June,  1796. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  the  duplicate  of  two 
letters  that  were  forwarded  by  the  Surprize,  transport.  On 
perusal  of  these  the  cause  of  my  leaving  Port  Jackson  will  be 
accounted  for. 

I  am  thoroughly  conscious  how  necessary  it  is  that  the  circum- 
stance of  my  leaving  the  colony  was  not  the  result  of  any  hasty 
conclusion,  and  that  although  the  officer  left  to  execute  my  duty 
until  the  arrival  of  Govr.  Hunter  is  fully  equal  to  the  charge,  I 
nevertheless  would  not  have  quitted  that  place  had  not  the  state 
of  my  wounds  forced  me  to  the  expedient. 

Of  this  rtn.,  unasked,  I  shall  consider  it  my  duty  to  produce 
the  most  unequivocal  proof.  I  left  Port  Jackson  on  the  16th  of 
December,  and  arrived  here  on  the  28th  of  this  month. 

I  have  brought  with  me  dispatches  from  Lt.-Govr.  King,  and  a 
variety  of  accounts  from  the  Commissary;  these,  from  fear  of 
accidents,  I  shall  keep  in  my  possession  until  I  have  the  honour  to 
deliver  them  myself  in  London.  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  say  I 
left  the  colony  in  a  flourishing  condition ;  the  wheat  harvest  was 
over,  and  had  yielded  abundantly. 

The  Indian  com  in  that  time  looked  well.  Mr.  White,  the 
chief  surgeon,  who  had  obtained  leave  of  absence,  Mr.  Laing, 
the  surgeon's  mate  to  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  who  desires 
•to  resign,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bain,  who  wishes  to  exchange  to 
another  regiment,  or  retire  from  the  service,  are  passengers  with 
me  in  the  Daedalus.      The  long  voyage  has  rendered  me  rather 

*  Tliis  memo.,  found  amongst  the  papers  in  the  Record  Olllce,  London,  is  not  rigned. 
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unequal  to  travel  so  expeditiously  as  I  could  wish,  and  I  there-      1796 

fore  conclude  this  letter  will  be  received [line  cut    28  June. 

off]  on  you  with  every  respect.  I  am,  <kc., 

Frans.  Grose. 

GOTERKMEKT  AND  GENERAL  OrDER. 

29th  June,  1796.        29  June. 
Parole — Strength.  Countersign — ^ABsistance. 

The  many  public  buildings  and  other  works  which  are  at  present  PubHr- 
so  much  wanted  in  different  parts  of  the  settlements  render  it  '•**^"*'- 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  strength  of  the  parties  now  employed 
on  the  public  account  should  be  augmented  as  much  as  possible, 
and  there  being  no  means  left  for  the  increase  of  the  necessary 
gangs  but  by  a  reduction  of  the  numbers  hitherto  allowed  to  the 
officers,  civil  and  military,  superintendants,  and  others :    It  is 
hereby  directed  that  two  men  from  each  of  the  officer's  farms,  one  Nu/nberof 
from  each  superintendant,  and  one  from  every  other  person  who  JJ^SJJjJ 
may  have  been  allowed  three,  be  immediately  discharged  from  wduced. 
their  present  situation  and  ordered  to  public  work  ;  and  that  the 
names  of  those  so  discharged,  as  well  as  a  list  of  those  remaining 
with  their  former  employers,  be  sent  to  the  Judge- Advocate  at 
Sydney,  or  to  Mr.  Atkins  at  Farramatta,  noting  particularly  those 
who  are  maintained  by  €k>vemment,  and  those  who  are  taken  off 
the  public  stores. 

And  as  many  of  the  settlers  in  different  parts  of  the  colony  have 
employed  the  assistance  allowed  them  by  Government  in  a  manner 
veiT  different  from  that  for  which  it  was  granted  them,  and  have 
in  a  variety  of  ways  endeavoured  to  deceive  and  impose  on  Govern-  a  warning  to 
ment,  the  Grovemor  considers  it  high  time  to  convince  such  idle  JStienT 
and  worthless  characters  that  he  will  no  longer  suffer  the  practice  of 
such  imposition,  but  will  immediately  direct  that  such  assistance  be 
withdrawn,  and  the  men  be  employed  in  the  service  of  Government. 

The  Grovemor  desires  that  the  officers,  &c.,  may  understand  it 
is  not  his  intention  to  withdraw  their  men  on  this  occasion  without 
their  entertaining  a  hope  of  having  them  replaced  when  the  strength 
of  the  colony  will  admit  of  it.  He  means  they  should  be  returned 
wdeas  he  shall  be  otherwise  directed.  J  no.  Hunter. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

6th  July,  1796.  6  July. 

Parole — Lisbon.  Countersign — Amsterdam. 

A  uijSTER  of  the  female  convicts  who  came  out  in  the  ships  Marquis  a  muster  of 
Comwallis  and  Indispensable,  and  who  are  now  residing  in  the  csonvicts. 
district  of  the  town  of  Sydney,  is  to  be  held  on  Saturday  next,  the 
d^  instant     Such  as  do  not  appear  agreeable  to  this  onder  will  be 
removed  from  this  place.  Jno.  Hunter. 
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11  July. 


The 

unlimited 
sale  of 
spirits. 


Shoclcing 

come- 

quences. 


The 

Governor 
takes  action 


Stopping 
State  aid  to 
unworthy 
settlers. 


Sheltering 
worthless 
characters. 


ViBiuof 
inspection. 


GOYERNMBMT  AND  GENERAL  OrDER. 

11th  July,  1796. 
Parole — ^York.  Countersign — Hull. 

Several  Orders*  have  lately  been  given  out  wherein,  in  consequence 
of  the  shameful  excesses  which  had  so  often  appeared  in  the  use 
of  spirituous  liquors,  the  unlimited  sale  of  that  destructive  article 
was  strictly  forbidden;  and  altho',  for  the  convenience  of  the 
labouriug  people  of  the  colony,  the  Governor  has  directed  that 
licences  for  the  sale  of  spirits  in  moderation  should  be  given  under 
the  hand  of  the  civil  magistrates  to  such  number  of  good  characters 
as  might  be  thought  su&cient  in  each  district,  yet  he  is  sorry  to 
observe  that  the  same  disorder  in  every  part  of  the  colony  does 
still  prevail,  and  that  disputes,  quarrels,  aud  a  total  inattention  to 
industry  are  the  fruits  of  this  scandalous  conduct  amongst  the 
settlers  in  various  parts  of  the  colony.  The  shocking  consequences 
of  the  abominable  practice  of  drinking  to  excess  is  too  recent  to 
require  any  other  observation  than  merely  reminding  the  people 
at  large  that  two  men  have  lost  their  lives  by  that  violence  which 
is  but  too  frequently  the  effect  of  drunkenness.  The  Governor 
has  judg'd  it  necessary  to  come  to  the  resolution  of  depriving  all 
those  settlers  whose  conduct  he  has  had  but  too  much  cause  to  be 
displeased  with  of  that  assistance  which  has  been  so  long  afforded 
them  at  the  expence  of  Government,  and  of  which  they  have 
made  so  very  improper  use,  and  to  leave  them  to  the  exertion  of 
their  own  ability,  agreeable  to  the  notice  he  gave  in  his  Order  of 
the  18th  Junat  He  has  observed  with  concern  an  imposition 
which  he  is  determined  to  get  the  better  of,  viz. :  Many  of  the 
settlers  who  were  to  have  been  maintained  by  Government  for 
eighteen  months  only,  and  who  have  been  settled  for  two,  three, 
and  even  four  years,  still  continue  a  burthen  upon  the  public 
store,  notwithstanding  the  very  liberal  assistance  they  have  had; 
it  becomes,  therefore,  an  act  of  justice,  and  a  duty  the  Governor 
owes  to  the  public,  to  order  such  persons  to  be  erased  &om  the 
victualling-books  of  the  colony.  Another  observation  the  Governor 
thinks  it  may  not  be  improper  to  make  in  this  place — ^many  of  the 
settlers  it  is  known  have  given  every  encouragement  and  shelter 
to  worthless  fellows  who  have  deserted  from  the  work  of  Govern- 
ment, or  from  those  to  whom  their  labour  had  been  given.  It  is 
the  Governor's  determination,  if  it  shall  hereafter  be  discovered 
that  any  persons  do  offend  in  this  way,  such  steps  as  may  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  their  punishment  will  be  rigidly  pursued ;  and  it 
is  hereby  directed  that  all  magistrates,  constables,  and  other  persons, 
as  they  value  the  good  order  of  the  colony,  do  use  their  best  en- 
deavours to  detect  this  iniquitous  practice  and  report  the  offenders. 
Frequent  visits  will  be  made  to  the  several  districts  by  the 
magistrates  for  the  purpose  of  settling  all  differences  amongst  the 


*  Ante,  pp.  10,  86,  62. 


t  Ante,  p.  52. 
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settlera  or  other  persons,  and  the  Governor  is  also  determined  to      17M 
visit  them  as  fi^uently  as  it  may  be  in  his  power,  in  order  that     u  j^y^ 
he  may  be  able  to  judge  from  his  own  obserration  who  are  the 
most  industrious  characters,  and  what  encouragement  they  may  be 
descrying  of  from  time  to  time,  when  it  may  be  in  the  power  of 
Goveniment  to  assist  them. 

All  those  who  are  off  the  store  are  desired  to  give  in  their  names 
immediately,  and  say  where  or  by  whom  they  are  employed  ;  those 
who  have  thought  proper  to  take  themselves  o£f  are  ordered  imme- 
diately to  appear  at  Sydney  or  Parramatta,  where  they  will  be 
mustered  and  examined  relative  to  their  time  of  servitude.  If  J'^^^^^ 
they  are  regularly  discharged  from  the  Commissary's  book  they  '••p*'^'*' 
will  receive  a  certificate,  without  which  no  settlers  will  be  at 
liberty  to  employ  them.  Those  who  neglect  complying  with  this 
Order  will  be  considered  as  people  who  live  by  robbery,  and  will 
be  taken  up,  immediately  ordered  to  hard  labor,  as  vagrants  who 
have  no  visible  or  honest  means  of  living. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

12th  July,  1796.         12  July. 
Parole — Norwich.             Countersign — Leostaff. 
The  detachment  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  doing  duty  at  The 
Parnunatta  is  to  consist  of  a  subaltern's  party,  on  the  relief  of  the  p|||^^J2|^|2^ 
present  detachment,  which  is  to  take  place  on  the  1st  of  August 
next.  Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

l«th  July,  1796.  is  July. 

Parole — Portsmouth .  Countersign — Southampton. 

The  storekeepers  at  Parramatta  and  the  Hawkesbury  are  directed  a  murter  of 
to  send  to  the  Commissary,  for  Jbhe  information  of  the  Governor,  a  Sertowa. 
correct  list  of  all  the  people,  men,  women,  and  children  victualled 
from  the  public  store  in  their   respective  districts.      They  are 
desired  to  be  very  exact  and  as  expeditious  as  possible. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

18th  July,  1796.  WJniy. 

Parole — St.  Maure.  Countersign — Cornwall. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  Governor  that  there  are  several  Boat- 
people  in  this  settlement  who  employ  themselves  in  building  boats  ^"*^***"^- 
for  any  person  who  chose  to  employ  them,  and  without  having 
<ibtained  any  permission  for  such  purpose,  a  liberty  which  has 
crept  into  the  settlement  in  opposition  to  all  former  orders  and 
regulations  on  this  head ;  and  as  it  is  well  known  that  notwith- 
standing the  convenience  attending  the  having  boats  for  various 
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1706      uses  in  this  extensive  harbor  many  abuses  have  been  practiced 

18  July,     thro'  their  means,  it  \a  therefore  hereby  ordered  thac  no  person 
—       whatever  do  presume  to  build  boats  of  any  size  or  description 

use'^bMits.  without  having  obtained  permission  in  writing,  signed  by  the 
Governor  for  the  time  being,  or  such  person  as  he  shall  authorize 
for  that  purpose.  It  is  also  ordered  that  all  boats  at  this  time  in 
the  possession  of  individuals  lie  forthwith  taken  to  the  boatshed  at 
Government  wharf,  where  Mr.  Paines,*  the  master  boat-builder, 
will  have  orders  to  cut  a  number  on  their  stem,  which  number  the 
owner  is  to  keep  painted  or  marked  with  white.  Of  the  boats 
Boats  to  be  thus  numbered,  the  Provost-Marshal  will  keep  a  register  agreeable 
***^****'^  to  a  form  which  will  be  given  to  him.  All  boats,  after  a  con- 
venient time  having  been  allowed,  which  may  be  found  without 
being  numbered  by  Mr.  Paines  will  be  liable  to  seizure. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

19  July.  19th  July,  1796. 

Parole — Leith.  Countersign — Edinburgh. 

Repeated  complaints  having  been  made  to  the  Governor  that, 
notwithstanding  his  Order  of  the  26th  of  March  lastf  relative  to 
^^e**-  the  ringing  and  yokeing  of  all  hogs  which  were  suffered  to  run 
loose,  much  damage  has  been  done  to  the  different  gardens  aboat 
Sydney  by  that  destructive  animal,  and  that  they  are  now  running 
loose  in  considerable  numbers,  the  Governor  has  determined  to 
give  this  caution  only  :  That  if  in  two  days  after  the  publication 
of  this  Order  hogs  are  still  found  without  rings  and  yokes  he  will 
issue  an  Order  authorizing  all  persons  within  whose  fences  they 
may  be  found  to  shoot  them.  Jno.  Hunter. 


pests. 


Government  and  General  Order. 
21  July.  21st  July,  1796. 

Parole — Shrewsbury.  Countersign — Salisbury, 

the^convtets  ^^  having  been  lately  observed  by  the  Governor  that  the  gangs 
'  employed  on  the  public  service  are  seldom  or  never  seen  in  the 
afternoon,  on  enquiring  into  the  cause  of  this  shameful  neglect  on 
the  part  of  the  superintendants  he  has  understood  that  they  take 
it  upon  themselves  to  task  the  working  people  in  such  manner  as 
they  think  proper,  and  upon  no  other  authority  than  their  own 
will.     This  Order  is  therefore  given  out  to  inform  the  superin- 
tendants generally  that  they  are  on  no  account  to  presume  to  give 
taskwork  to  any  party  whose  labour  is  the  public  property  without 
Goverainent  the  knowledge  of  the  Governor,  who  has  perceived  that  the  work 
Delected,     o^  Government  is  wholly  neglected,  and  the  time  of  the  prisoners 
applied  to  the  use  of  private  individuals.     It  is  hereby  strictly 
directed  that  the  public  gangs  do  work  the  time  pointed  out  in 
the  Order  of  the  Nth  of  November  last,  viz. : — From  daylight 

*  Vol.  ii,  p.  214.  t  Ante,  p.  37. 
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until  8  o'clock,  labour ;  from  8  o'clock  until  9»  rest ;  from  9  until      17M 
half-past  1 1,  labour ;  from  half-past  1 1  until  1  o'clock,  rest ;  and     n  jniy. 
from  thence  until  sunset,  labour.**^    And  if  it  is  known  that  any  --"•: 
saperintendant  whatever  do  take  the  liberty  of  applying  the  time  uboar. 
designed  to  be  employed  for  the  public  to  any  other  use  or  purpose, 
the  Governor  is  determined  instantly  to  dismiss  him  from  his  office 
as  a  man  who  cannot  be  relied  upon,  and  they  may  rest  assured 
that  he  will  never  replace  any  man  who  has  proved  himself 
imworthy  the  trust  reposed  in  him.  jj^^   Hunter. 

Police  Order. 

Norfolk  L^land,  24th  July,  1796.         ^^^y- 
Whereas  the  inconveniences,  delays,  and  distress  which  happen 
for  the  want  of  a  Court  of  Civil  Judicature  to  decide  such  com-  A  avn 
plaints  of  property  as  occur  between  the  inhabitants  having  been  ^^[^ 
represented  to  me  by  the  Judge- Advocate,  who  in  civil  cases  acts 
as  a  magistrate,  until  the  expected  Court  of  Civil  Judicature  may 
be  established  in  this  island  : 

Having,  therefore,  taken  into  consideration  the  unavoidable 
distress  and  losses  to  the  parties  by  being  sent  with  their  witness 
to  Port  Jackson  to  determine  their  disputes,  and  being  desirous 
that  justice  may  be  impartially  administered  to  all  his  Majesty's 
subjects  under  my  charge,  I  have  thought  it  necessary  and  advise- 
able  that  a  temporary  institution  should  take  place  to  recover  Atempomjr 
debts  and  determine  such  matters  as  are  not  cognizable  by  a  *"»**>*otioii. 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  by  the  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature,  until 
his  Excellency  the  Governor-in-Chief  s  pleasure  is  known,  or  until 
a  Court  of  Civil  Judicature  shall  be  established  in  this  island. 

In  forming  this  substitute  the  mode  of  arbitration  and  awards 
as  allowed  of  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England  is  not 
only  strictly  legal  and  binding  on  the  parties,  but  also  highly  Cim- 
ducive  to  the  welfare  of  all  descriptions  of  persons  on  this  island. 

In  consequence  of  which  I  do,  by  virtue  of  his  Majesty's  Com-  A  Oourt  of 
mission  to  me  as  his  Lieut.-Govemor,  ordain,  direct,  and  appoint  ^********<>"'' 
that  if  any  person  consider  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  decision  of 
the  sitting  magistrate  in  any  plea  of  land,  debts,  accounts,  or  other 
contracts,  exceeding  the  value  or  amount  of  ten  shillings  and  under 
one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  and  not  otherwise,  that  they  may 
appeal  to  me,  when  I  shall,  on  the  parties  submitting  their  dispute 
to  the  final  decision  of  an  arbitration  and  award,  cause  the  parties 
themselves  to  elect,  in  the  most  impartial  manner,  from  among  that 
description  of  inhabitants  that  circumstances  may  require,  two  fit 
and  proper  persons  to  assist  the  Judge- Advocate  as  arbitrators  and 
ompire  in  such  cases. 

*  Theie  hoars  of  labour  do  not  quite  a^ee  with  those  notified  In  Hunter's  Older  of  the  9th 
October,  17K,  which  were  m  follows :— "  From  daylight  until  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon 
VMitcom  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  until  sunset."— Vol.  ii,  p.  823. 
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1798  I  do  therefore  hereby  require  and  direct  the  Judge- Advocate, 

24  July,    and  all  others  whom  it  may  oonoem  in  the  course  of  election,  to 

conform  their  proceedings  in  like  manner  as  arbitrations  and  final . 

awards  are  allowed  of  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England 

until  the  establishment  of  a  Court  of  Civil  Judicature  takes  place. 

Philip  Gidlet  King. 

Government  and  General  Order. 
'  26J^y-  25th  July,  1796. 

Parole — Justice.             Countersign — Equity, 
The  Civil      A  CouRT  of  Civil  Judicature  will  be  assembled  on  Wednesday 
next,  the  27  th  instant,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  of  which  all 
persons  having  any  business  to  do  before  the  said  Court  are  to  take 
notice.  Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 
29  July.  29th  July,  1796. 

Parole — Abbey.             Countersign — Church. 
Achuigeof  There  not  being  any  flour  in  the  public  stores  except  what  is 
ration.         reserved  for  the  use  of  his  Majesty's  ships  Reliance  and  Supply, 
the  Governor  has  directed  the  following  ration  to  l>e  issued  weekly 
until  farther  orders  to  the  civil,  military,  and  free  people,  viz.  :— 
Beef     71b.,  or 


Court. 


Pork 

Wheat 

Pease 

Sugar  ..          

The  ration  to  convicts  remains  as  before. 

4  n 
12  „ 
3  pints 
6oz. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Under  Secretary  Lewis  to  The  Commissioners  for  Transports. 
30  J"iy-         Gentlemen,  War  Office,  30th  July,  1796. 

t  ^'^^i  ts  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  that  the  guard  for  the 

'  convicts  intended  to  be  transported  in  the  two  vessels  destined  for 
New  South  Wales  will  consist  of  thirty  men  in  each  vessel. 

I  am,  <S£c., 
M.  Lewis. 

Government  and  General  Order. 
sijuiy.  31st  July,  1796. 

Parole — Francis.  Countersign — Norfolk. 

Ectoms  of  A.  RETURN  of  live  stock  in  the  possession  of  officers,  settlers,  and 
others  in  the  several  districts  is  to  be  given  m  as  soon  as  possible 
to  the  Judge- Advocate, 

Those  officera  who  have  farms  are  at  the  same  time  to  send  in 
an  account  of  their  cleared  cultivated  ground  in  each. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


atock. 
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GOYBBKMBSrr  AKD  GENERAL  OrdER.  1790 

2nd  August,  1796.  sAug. 

Parole— Honesty.  Countersign — Truth. 

A  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature,  consisting  of  the  Judge-Advocate,  ^e 
three  officers  of  his  Majesty's  ships,  and  three  officers  of  the  New  ooojrt. 
Sooth  Wales  Corps,  is  to  assemble  on  Friday,  the  5th  instant,  at 
ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  for  the  trial  of  such  prisoners  as 
may  be  brought  before  it.  j^^    Huhter. 


OOTERNMENT  AlO)  GENERAL  OrDER. 

9th  August,  1796.         9x1%. 
Parole — Melancholy.  Countersign — Example. 

The  New  South  Wales  Corps  to  be  under  arms  at  twelve  o'clock  An 
tomorrow  in  the  forenoon,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  execu-  ^^*^  ^^ 
tion  of  the  prisoner**^  under  sentence  of  death. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  ani>  General  Order. 

10th  August,  1796.         ioau|?. 
Parole — Brunswick.  Countersign — ^Wales. 

The  New  South  Wales  Corps  will  parade  at  twelve  o'clock  on  5!?".  ^ 
Friday  next,  the  12th  instant,  and  fire  three  vollies  in  honor  of  birthdi^r- 
the  Prince  of  Wales's  birthday.f  j,^.^^  Hunter. 


Under  Secretary  Kino  to  Surgeon  White. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  10th  August,  1796. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  acquaint  you  that 
Governor  Hunter  having  represented  to  him  the  great  want  of 
assstance  in  the  surgeon's  department  in  New  South  Wales,  his 
Grftoe  is  under  the  necessity  of  requiring  your  immediate  return  sarpon 
to  that  settlement,  either  in  the  Ganges,  which  is  now  in  the  river,  ^ractedto 
Mid  will  depart  from  Portsmouth  for  Port  Jackson  in  the  course  »*»«• 
of  a  week  or  ten  days,  or  in  the  Britannia,  transport,  which  is 
now  getting  ready  to  carry  convicts  from  Ireland  to  New  South 
Wales,  and  which  it  is  expected  will  sail  from  Cork  in  three  weeks 
irom  the  date  hereol     Should  it  not  be  in  your  power  to  go  by 
either  of  these  conveyances,  his  Grace  will  be  obliged  to  fill  up 
jonr  appointment,  as  the  public  service  requires  it.  X 

I  am,  &c.y 

J.  Kino. 

*  John  Fenlow,  convicted  of  murderinip  hi^  servant,  David  Lane.— Collini,  vol.  1,  p.  491. 

t  CoQhM  (vol.  t,  p.  492)  remarks  that  the  dav  was  dulv  distinguished,  and  that  such 
«i8ngol«s  '*  hod  never  been  neglected  by  the  eoionlsto  of  New  South  Wales.** 

:  Surgeon  White  did  not  return  to  Sydney ;  and  on  the  lOth  August,  1790,  a  Commission 
vutMoed  sppoiotiDg  William  Bahnain  surgeon  of  the  settlement— Post,  pp.  70,  298. 
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^^^  GovEBNOR  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
10  Aug.         My  Lord,  10th  August,  1796. 

Having  occasion  in  my  letter,  No.  9,*  by  the  ship  Marquis 
Comwallis,  to  notice  very  particularly  a  paragraph  in  your  Grace's 
letter  of  the  10th  of  June,  1795,t  which  related  to  the  conduct  of 
the  military  serving  upon  Norfolk  Island  in  1794,  and  which  gave 
MUitanr       me  occasion  to  mention  similar  outrage  having  been  committed 
anoes.  by  the  soldiers  here  since  my  arrival,  I  signified  in  that  letter 

that  I  thought  it  might  be  improper  in  me  to  suppress  or  keep 
from  your  Grace's  knowledge  that  outrage,  and  that  it  should 
be  communicated  at  a  future  opportunity.  I  therefore  enclose  for 
your  Grace's  information  a  paper,  No.  1  J,  containing  the  partic- 
The  case  of  ulars  stated  in  as  brief  a  manner  as  possible.  I  forbear,  my  Lord, 
ftiughaiL  to  make  any  observations  upon  this  violent  and  extraordinaiy 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  soldiers.  I  transmit  only  a  state  of 
the  facts,  leaving  your  Grace  wholly  uninfluenced  by  anything 
which  I  might  have  occasion  to  remark  upon  so  daring  a  violation 
of  the  peace  and  order  of  the  settlement,  as  well  as  in  defiance  of 
those  laws  by  which  that  peace  is  to  be  preserved.  But  as  an 
alteration  in  the  ration  had  at  that  very  time  been  ordered,  I 
think  it  necessary  to  observe  that  their  temper  at  the  moment 
Demai^  of  was  SO  violent  that  they  positively  refused  to  take  it  unless  they 
were  served  all  flour,  instead  of  part  flour  and  part  corn,  a  desire 
which  could  not  be  complied  with  without  manifest  injustice  to 
others,  and  also  insisted  upon  being  paid  short-allowance  money 
for  the  time  they  were  on  short  ration,  which  they  say  Governor 
Phillip  had  promised  them.  This  last  demand  I  must  request  your 
Grace's  instructions  upon. 
Enclosures.  The  paper  No.  2§  is  the  Public  Order  which  I  gave  out  immedi- 
ately after  the  outrage ;  No.  3||  is  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  corps  upon  that  occasion ;  and  No.  411  is  a 
paper  which  was  intended  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  settlement,  who  might  naturally  (if  no  steps  were  taken  to 
punish  the  offenders  in  this  case,  nor  any  particular  notice  be 
taken  of  the  offence  committed  by  them)  conceive  themselves 
subject  to  such  violence  and  oppression  from  the  military  when- 
ever any  soldier  might  think  fit  to  take  offence  at  them.  These 
papers  are  all  which  I  think  it  necessary  to  trouble  your  Grace 
with  upon  this  occasion,  as  the  facts  will  best  speak  for  themselves, 
and  prevent  the  possibility  of  a  conjecture  that  any  unfair  repre- 
sentation could  have  been  intended. 

•  Ante,  p.  42. 

t  Vol.  ii,  p.  304.  The  Duke  of  Portland  attributed  the  disorderly  conduct  of  the 
soldiers  at  Norfolk  Island  to  the  intimacy  which  had  been  allowed  to  spring  up  bet^'eco 
them  and  the  convicts. 

X  Post,  p.  66.       §  Ante,  pp.  16, 16.        ||  Ante,  p.  17.       1  Ante,  pp.  17, 18. 
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I  shofold  feel  mjself  deficient  in  that  duty  which  I  owe  to  Ids       1796 
Majesty's  service  in  this  part  of  the  world  were  I  not  to  take  a     ^^  ^^ 
liberty  which  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  your  Grace  will  be       — : 
ofended  at — I  mean,  in  remarking  that  the  manner  in  which  this  orSeNev 
eorps  has,  since  employed  upon  this  service,  been  recruited  does  goothWaie* 
in  a  great  measure  weaken  the  effect  or  service  which  we  would 
expect  to  derive  from  the  assistance  of  the  military.    8oldiers  from 
the  Savoy,*  and  other  characters  who  have  been  considered  as  R«cruita 
di^rac^u]  to  every  other  regiment  in  his  Majesty's  service,  have  i^uuary 
been  thought  tit  and  proper  recruits  for  the  New  South  Wales  Pf*«>°- 
Corps,  which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  my  Lord,  should  have  been 
compoeed  of  the  very  best  and  most  orderly  dispositions.     They 
are  sent  here  to  guard  and  to  keep  in  obedience  to  the  laws,  when 
force  may  be  requisite,  a  set  of  the  worsts  the  most  atrocious  *J"^  ^ 
characters  that  ever  disgraced  human  nature ;  and  yet  we  find  than  the 
amongst  those  safeguards  men  capable  of  corrupting  the  heart  of  ^>^^^*<^ 
the  best  disposed,  and  often  superior  in  every  species  of  infamy  to 
the  most  expert  in  wickedness  amongst  the  convicts.     Our  stores, 
profvisions,  and  granaries  must  be  intrusted  to  the  care  of  those  men : 
what  security  can  we  have  in  the  hands  of  such  people  ?     None, 
my  Lord.     Your  Grace  will  see  the  impropriety  of  such  recruits 
being  sent  to  this  country,  and  mixed  with  a  corps  who  have  the 
care  of  our  most  valuable  concerns.     Not  to  detain  your  Grace, 
I  will  beg  permission  to  observe  that  a  corps  of  military  to  be 
permanently  established  for  the  service  of  this  colony,  to  which 
the  dregs  and  refuse  of  our  native  country  are  directed  by  its  "  Dryi  And 
laws  to  be  sent  as  a  punishment,  cannot  be  attended  with  that 
advantage  which  may  have  been  expected  from  it.    This,  I  confess, 
my  Lord,  to  be  my  opinion,  and  for  this  reason,  that  they  will 
make  connections  with  infamous  characters  here,  whatever  atten- 
tion may  be  paid  by  their  officers  to  prevent  it ;  by  this  means 
tfa^  will  in  time  be  corrupted  and  rendered  unfit  people  for 
the  trust  which  we  must  repose  in  them.      It  might  probably  be  An 
thought  expensive  to  relieve  them,  as  other  garrisons,  once  in  relief 
three,  four,  or  five  years ;  but  I  cannot  help  believing,  my  Lord,  advocated, 
that  the  service  would  be  much  benefited  by  such  a  measure ;  and 
two  forty-four-gnn  ships,  armed  enflxUe^  sailing  at  a  proper  season, 
would  oompleat  the  relief,  and  return  in  from  twelve  to  fourteen 
acmths,  frequently  less.     The  expence  attending  this  n^asure  will 
probably  be  an  objection  ;  but,  my  Lord,  although  the  saving  to 
be  made  by  it  may  appear  too  remote  to  merit  immediate  notice, 
yet  I  am  convinced  it  would  ultimately  prove  a  saving,  and  no 
inooDsiderable  one. 

The  officer  who  will  have  the  honor  of  delivering  this  dispatch 
(Oaptain  David  Collins,  of  the  Marine  Corps),  having  served  here 

*  Hie  Satoj  «m  a  mUltaiy  prison,  sitiMted  near  the  site  where  Waterloo  Bridge  now 
—       u— Hfafcoiy  of  New  South  Wales,  vol.  li,  pp.  W,  96  (noteX 
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1706      as  Judge-Advocate  to  this  colony,  is  a  gentleman  particularly 
10  Aug.     qualified  to  afford  your  Grace  every  information  which  you  can 
DeDartu     f  ^^^''^  relative  to  this  country,  he  having  continued  in  it  from  its 
Judxe-         first  establishment  up  to  this  period.     His  leave  to  return  to 
Gonina!^^      England,  which  he  had  obtained  some  considerable  time  past,  he 
has  not  had  it  in  his  power  to  avail  himself  of,  because  of  the 
consequence  which  each  successive  commanding  ofiicer  considered 
him  of  to  these  settlements.     By  this  means  he  lias  been  detained 
here,  and  has  thereby  lost  his  rank  in  the  corps  of  which  he  was 
an  old  oflicer,  and  which  now  must  have  been  very  respectable, 
the  Govern?  ^^^  ^  earnestly  hope  that  his  Majesty  will,  in  consideration  of 
nieiit.  his  services  here,  restore  him  to  the  situation  he  would  have  held, 

could  he  have  been  permitted  to  have  left  this  country  sooner. 
The  colony  now,  my  Lord,  will  suffer  exceedingly  in  the  depart- 
ment of  the  law  during  his  absence.  I  hope,  therefore,  if  this 
gentleman  does  not  return,  a  circumstance  which  will  give  me 
much  concern,  that  the  situation  of  the  Judge-Advocate  may  be 
made  worthy  the  acceptance  of  some  respectable  professional  man ; 
for  we  begin  to  have  so  much  business  to  attend  to  in  tliis  depart- 
ment that  it  very  much  increases  the  duties  of  the  Grovemor,  as 
well  as  of  every  other  magistrate.  I  have,  &c., 

Jno,  Hunter, 
[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Statement  op  the  Case  op  John  Bauohan. 
Bauffhan'a    JoHN  Baughan,  who  officiates  as  foreman  of  the  carpenters  work- 
^^^^'  ing  at  Sydney,  and  a  private  soldier  of  the  New  South  Wales 

Corps,  of  the  same  profession,  had  some  dispute  when  formerly 
working  together  on  an  occasion  whera  Baughan  had  the  direction. 
This  dispute,  it  appeared,  had  not  subsided  in  the  mind  of  the 
soldier,  and  probably  was  not  wholly  forgot  by  the  other.  It, 
however,  was  more  conspicuous  in  the  Soldier,  from  the  following 
leaveshte  circumstance  : — One  day  wJien  sentinel  over  a  storehouse,  know- 
post  ing  that  Baughan  was  at  work  in  a  house  some  distance  from 
his  post,  he  set  his  arms  down  against  the  wall  of  the  store,  and 
seeing  a  man  whom  he  knew  standing  on  the  outside  of  the  building 
in  which  Baughan  was  at  work,  entered  into  a  conversation  with 
him,  of  which  Baughan  was  the  subject,  and  in  which  much  abuse 
was  bestowed,  which  it  was  meant  he,  Baughan,  should  hear. 
Baughan  went  out  at  the  back  door  unperceived,  and  seeing  the 
soldier  without  his  arms,  went  to  his  post,  where  he  found  the 
musquet,  which  he  took  up  and  carried  to  the  guard-house,  and 
delivered  to  the  serjeant  of  the  guard.  The  soldier  was,  of  course, 
taken  notice  of  and  relieved,  being  without  his  arms.  The  next 
day,  5th  February,  at  half-past  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  the 
whole  of  the  corps  off  duty  at  this  place  assembled,  and  in  the 
most  public  and  tumultuous  manner  proceeded  to  the  dwelling  o£ 


and  his 
anna. 
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John  Baughan,  broke  open  his  gates,  doors,  and  windows,  entered      17M 
his  house,  chopped  the  corner-posts  of  it,  broke  his  bedsteads  and     lo  Aug. 
bedding,  chairs,  window-frames,  drawers,  chests,  and,  in  short,  ^  . — 
completely  demolished  everything  within  his  possession  to  a  con*  his 
slderable  amount,  for  the  man  had,  by  great  labour  and  industry,  «»"'«'«^ 
built  himself  a  neat  house,  and  had  it  well  furnished. 

Upon  their  first  approach,  having  had  a  few  minutes'  notice,  he 
armed  himself  with  a  loaded  gun  and  defende<l  himself  by  threats 
for  some  time,  but  their  numbers  were  so  many  that  they  sur- 
rounded his  paling  which  inclosed  the  house,  which  some  tore 
down  and  entered  on  the  opposite  side  to  that  which  he  endeavoured 
to  defend,  came  behind  him,  secured  and  threw  him  down,  with  Anunequfti 
his  face  to  the  ground,  whilst  one  held  an  axe  over  his  neck,  and  ^" 
swore  if  he  offered  to  stir  he  would  chop  the  head  from  his  body. 
During  the  time  he  remained  in  this  situation  they  completed  the 
rain  of  his  whole  property,  to  the  very  great  terror  of  the  man's 
wife,  after  which  they  went  off  cheering,  as  it  something  meri- 
torious had  been  effected,  and  marched  in  a  body  cross  the  parade 
before  their  commanding  officer's  house. 

After  so  daring  an  attack,  in  the  open  day,  upon  the  dwelling- 
house  of  an  inhabitant,  and  in  direct  defiance  of  all  law,  civil  or 
military,  they  could  only  be  considered  as  in  a  state  of  mutiny.  I 
immediately  issued  in  Public  Orders  the  paper  No.  2,* 


Thomas  Patrickson  to  Under  Secretary  Kino. 
Sir,-  St.  Albans-street,  Pall  Mall,  11th  August,  1796.  HAug. 

I  beg  leave  to  state  to  you  that  the  ship  Ganges,  hired  to  The 
carry  convicts  to  New  South  Wales,  has  a  space  unoccupied,  and  qJJJJJ^'^ 
intirely  seperated  from  the  men,  that  would  accommodate  sixty 
female  convicts ;  and  as  Mr.  Shelton  informs  me  there  are  a  number 
of  women  that  could  be  immediat'ly  sent  if  an  Order  of  Council 
coald  be  procured,  I  have  to  request  that  they  may  be  ordered 
in  the  above-mentioned  vessel,  and  any  charge  of  demurrage  in 
consequence  of  the  delay  occasioned  thereby  will  be  charged  to 
Government.  I  further  beg  leave  to  state  that,  though  no  agree- 
ment was  positively  entered  into  for  a  certain  number,  yet  it  was 
clearly  understood,  as  it  has  always  been  the  case,  that  the  whole 
space  in  the  ship  proper  for  the  reception  of  convicts  would  be 
occupied,  which  would  have  amounted  to  300,  exclusive  of  the 
guard  ;  but  I  am  given  to  understand  that  there  are  only  200 
ordered  at  present  I  have,  Aa, 

Thos.  Patrickson. 

Captain  Macarthur  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  Parramatta,  15th  August,  1796.         i^Ausr. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  your  Excellency  will  instantly  recol- 
lect that  soon  after  your  arrival  from  England  I  declared  it  to 

♦  Ante,  pp.  IS,  IC 
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you  as  my  opinion  that  the  officers  and  persons  holding  farms 
ought,  in  return  for  the  very  liberal  indulgencies  granted  them,  to 
maintain  their  servants  in  bread,  by  which  means  Government 
wou'd  be  relieved  from  the  expence  of  purchasing  grain  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  settlement. 

Since  I  resigned  my  civil  appointment  I  have  had  both  time 
and  leizure  to  consider  the  subject  more  attentively,  yet  I  still 
retain  the  same  opinion  ;  and,  indeed,  I  am  more  fully  persuaded 
of  its  propriety.  I  therefore  feel  that,  in  gratitude  to  Government 
for  their  liberality,  I  cannot  do  less  than  to  declare  myself  both 
ready  and  willing  to  feed  with  bread,  at  my  own  expence,  the 
servants  that  are  now  allowed  me ;  and  shou'd  your  Excellency 
consider  it  advantageous  to  Government  to  dispose  of  any  number 
of  men  (not  exceeding  one  hundred)  on  the  same  conditions,  I 
will  very  cheerfully  receive  them.  All  I  shall  require  from  the 
public  stores  will  be  tools,  cloaths,  nails,  ironwork  for  buildings, 
and  the  usual  ration  of  salt  meat. 

In  twelve  months,  I  am  of  .opinion,  I  can  either  supply  myself 
with  all  those  articles,  or,  if  I  draw  them  from  Government, 
be  able  to  give  grain  in  lieu — valuing  both  what  I  receive  and 
what  I  return  at  the  English  market  prices.  I  will  not,  how- 
ever, positively  pledge  myself  to  do  all  this  without  expence  to 
Government  within  one  year ;  but  if  eighteen  months  be  not  con- 
sidered too  long  a  time  to  allow,  I  will  unhesitatingly  undertake 
to  do  it. 

I  trust  I  am  too  well  known  to  your  Excellency  to  have  this 
proposal  imputed  to  inconsideration  or  levity.  Assure  yourself, 
sir,  that  it  is  the  result  of  cool  deliberation,  founded  on  reason 
and  experience. 

If  my  example  be  followed  (as  I  know  it  can  be  by  every  indus- 
trious farmer)  Government  will  be  instantly  relieved  from  the 
expence  of  purchasing  grain  for  the  whole  of  the  labouring  put 
of  the  colony ;  and,  after  the  expiration  of  eighteen  months,  the 
grain  returned  to  the  stores  in  exchange  for  tools,  cloaths,  <S:c, 
will  be  more  than  sufficient  to  answer  all  the  demands  of  the  settle- 
ment for  bread  for  its  present  numbers. 

As  a  proof  that  I  am  not  merely  a  speculative  farmer,  I  beg 
leave  to  point  out  to  your  Excellency  that  I  have  sixty  acres  sown 
with  wheat,  sixty-six  acres  preparing  for  Indian  com,  five  acres 
for  potatoes,  and  ten  acres  in  gardens  and  vineyards. 

My  stock  consists  of  fourteen  cows,  ^ve  oxen,  eight  mares,  two 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  sheep,  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  goats, 
fifty  breeding-sows,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  gro^^ong  pigs.* 

T  have,  &c., 

John  McArthur. 


*  Hunter's  answer  will  be  found  on  p,  70,  post 
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GoTERNOR  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland.  17M 

My  Lord,         Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  15th  August,  1 796.         is  Aug, 
The  Bntannia,  storeship,  from  Ben^,  arrived  here  on  the  ^i,^ 
11th  of  May,  with  957  tierces  of  salt  provisions  and  a  small  BritunU. 
qosntity   of   rice.      This  ship    had  been  chartered  by   Captain 
WOliam  Paterson,  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  who  succeeded 
to  the  command  here,  after  the  departure  of  lieu t -Governor 
Grose,  ancl  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  from  the  East  Indies  as 
much  salt  meat  for  the  use  of  the  settlement  as  her  commander 
mjg^t  have  an  opportunity  of  providing,  the  store  of  that  article 
baring  been  entirely  expended. 

By  this  ship  I  received  two  letters^ — one  from  the  Grovemor- 
General  in  Council,  the  other  from  the  Military  Department  of 
Bengal — and  of  which  the  inclosed  are  copies. "^^     These  letters  were 
delivered  to  me  by  an  officer  sent  hither  for  the  management  of 
the  service  which  is  the  subject  of  them.     1  beg  leave  to  observe 
to  your  Grace  that  the  reduced  state  of  our  strength  in  the  colony 
at  this  time  is  such  that  much  of  our  cleared  ground  will  this  year 
lay  unwrought ;  and  the  idea  of  an  officer  having  arrived  for  the 
purpose  of  recruiting  for  the  army  in  the  East  Indies  having  Rw^ting 
gone  forth  amongst  the  convicts,  as  well  as  free  people,  I  soon  Indian 
fonnd  that  many  of  the  settlers  were  determined  to  quit  their  ■'^y- 
hims  and  enlist  for  that  service.     Such,  my  Lord,  is  the  restless 
and  idle  disposition  of  many  of  those   people,  who  are  in  this 
country  really  comfortably  settled,  and  might,  were  they  inclined 
to  industiy,  live  in  happiness  and  provide  for  a  family ;  but  the 
prospect  of  a  change,  and  the  allurements  which  are  generally  lUrtieM 
upon  such  occasions  held  out  to  captivate  the  ignorant,  would  have  ^j^J^^n^ 
induced  many  to  quit  the  colony,  and  leave  their  families  a  burthen  settien. 
upon  the  public.     Finding  this  the  disposition,  and  foreseeing  the 
ill  consequences  which  would  have  ensued  to  the  settlement  under 
its  present  circumstances,  I  judged  it  necessary  to  refuse  my 
sanction  to  the  service  of  recruiting  of  troops  from  this  colony 
until  I  could  receive  his  Majesty's  commands  on  that  subject.     To 
that  effect  1  wrote  a  short  letter  to  Sir  John  Shore,  by  a  ship  at 
that  time  about  departing  from  hence  for  Bengal.     I  must,  at  the 
same  time,  my  Lord,  take  the  liberty  of  observing  that  upon  some 
future  occasion  it  might  perhaps  answer  a  good  purpose  to  allow 
sadi  as  have  served  their  term  out  in  this  country,  and  who  are 
of  an  idle  and  unsettled  disposition,  to  enlist  for  the  army  of  the  Disposal  of 
East  Indies,  in  preference  to  their  returning  to  their  old  habits  ^ncten. 
in  their  own.     Many  of  them  would  probably  make  better  soldiers . 
than  farmers,  and  it  might  perhaps  answer  to  the  Company  the 
ezpence  of  sending  a  ship  from  Calcutta  once  in  two  years  for  such 
pQiposa     I  shall  be  anxious  to  know,  my  Lord,  whether  my  deter- 
mination in  this  instance  may  have  met  your  Grace's  approl)ation.t 

I  have,  Ac,         Jno.  Hunteb. 

*  Ante,  p.  2.       t  Post,  p.  301. 
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1796  Surgeon  Balmain's  Commission* 

10  Aug.  George  R. 

RurK«on  George  the  Third,  &c  To  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  William 
Oonimisrion.  ^*^l°**i^>  g©nt,  greeting  :  We  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and 
'  appoint  you  to  be  surgeon  to  the  settlement  within  our  ten'i- 
tory  called  New  South  Wales.  You  are,  therefore,  carefully  and 
diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of  surgeon  by  doing  and  performing 
all  and  all  manner  of  things  thereunto  belonging,  and  yon  are  to 
observe  and  follow  such  orders  and  directions  from  time  to  time 
as  you  shall  receive  from  our  Governor  of  the  said  territory  for 
the  time  being,  or  any  other  your  superior  officer,  according  to  the 
rules  and  discipline  of  war. 

Given  at  our  Coui-t  at  St.  James's,  the  16th  day  of  August^ 
1796,  in  the  thirty-sixth  year  of  our  reign. 

£y  his  Majesty's  command, 

Portland. 

Government  and  General  Order. 
18  Augj.  lyth  August,  1796. 

Parole — Lynn.  Countersign — Norfolk. 

NorflSk  ^^^  ^^^  commanding  officer  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  will  direct 
isi&nd.         a  captain,  3  subalterns,  2  Serjeants,  2  drummers,  and  IS  privates 
to  be  in  readiness  to  embark  on  the  1st  of  September  for  Norfolk 
Island.     They  will  proceed  thither  in  one  of  his  Majesty's  ships. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  Captain  Macarthur. 
Sir,  Sydney,  18th  August,  1796. 

Reducing:  I  received  yours  of  the  15th,  on  the  subject  of  which  I 

expenses,      j^g^y^  ^  observe  that,  much  as  I  have  at  heart  the  lessening  the 
expense  of  this  colony  to  Government,  I  yet  fear  that  I  have  at 
present  too  many  difficulties  to  contend  with  to  be  able  very  soon 
to  attain,  even  in  a  small  degree,  an  object  so  much  to  be  desired. 
Sd*to"°^^"'      The  liberality  of  Government  to  the  different  officers  who  have 
offlccn.        employed  a  part  of  their  time  in  farming,  1  hope  they  are  all 
sensible  of,  and  I  shall  no  doubt  look  for  and  expect  that  they  will 
use  their  utmost  endeavours  for  exonerating  Government,  as  early 
as  possible,  of  the  expence  of  maintaining  their  servants,  if  not 
wholly,  at  least  in  part.     I  have  not  found  any  who  have  con- 
sidered their  progress  in  farming  to  be  such  as  to  enable  them  yet 
to  make  a  similar  offer  to  that  which  you  make ;  they  probably 
have  been  rather  less  fortunate,  or  have  not  had  the  same  judg- 
ment in  the  management  of  such  concerns. 
Accepts  You  may  be  assured  I  shall  never  refuse  any  offer  which  may 

offer  In  pirt.  appear  to  me  calculated  to  reduce  the  expences  of  Government,  but 


CAPTAIN   MACARTHTJB.  71 

2t  present  I  find  the  state  of  the  colony  to  be  such,  with  respect      1796 
U)  labourers,  as  well  as  to  tools,  nails,  iron,  and,  in  short,  every     ^j  xug. 
luher  kind  of  store,  as  to  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  avail  myself 
of  any  part  of  the  offer  you  make,  except  that  of  your  furnishing 
bread  for  your  own  servants,  an  example  which  I  hope  may  serve 
to  stimulate  others  to  equal  exertions.  I  am,  &c., 

John  Hunter. 

Captain  Macarthub  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  Parramatta,  19th  August,  1796.         WAug. 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant  iia<mithar*8 
this  morning,  and  I  shall  in  consequence  of  it  direct  my  overseer  "P^y* 
to  desist  from  drawing  grain  from  the  stores  for  the  ten  servants 
diat  are  allowed  me  for  the  purposes  of  agriculture. 

I  beg  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  you  have  highly  gratified 
me  by  your  opinion.  That  my  example  may  stimulate  others  to 
exert  themselves  in  promoting  the  general  interests  of  the  settle- 
ment, and  as  a  farther  proof  that  no  private  consideration  can 
influence  me,  when  the  object  to  be  attained  is  of  such  import- 
ance, I  will  (if  I  obtain  your  permission)  pay  the  English  price  offentopay 
for  all  the  meat  my  servants  draw  from  the  public  stores.  '<>'  "«•*• 

I  wou'd  indeed  now  offer  to  supply  them  with  meat  from  my 
own  stock,  did  I  consider  it  likely  to  conduce  to  the  public 
interest-  But  as  I  then  shou'd  be  obliged  to  destroy  my  hogs 
when  only  half-grown,  you  will  readily  imagine  how  disadvan- 
tageous it  wou'd  be. 

Since  I  stated  to  your  Excellency  the  number  of  my  live  stock  incrcMe  in 
I  have  had  a  very  astonishing  increase,  and  as  I  have  still  reason  *^*  '^^  ' 
to  expect  the  same  success,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  me  to 
erect  a  variety  of  additional  buildings,  which  I  shall  be  greatly 
distressed  to  do  unless  your  Excellency  can  favour  me  with  about 
ten  thousand  nails. ''^ 

I  am  fully  satisfied  that  you  will  ever  very  readily  contribute 
all  the  assistance  in  your  power  to  those  whose  industry  and 
attention  appears  to  merit  it.     And  in  this  -presumption  I  beg 
leave  to  point  out  that  my  servants  are  much  in  want  of  cloathing,  Want* 
which  want  I  have  no  means  to  relieve  unless  I  can  be  indulged  .iJilUItL'^ 
from  the  public  stores.  I  have,  <kc., 

John  McArthur. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord,  20th  August,  1796.         20  Aug. 

With  this  your  Grace  will  receive  a  chart  which  I  have  a  chart  of 
constructed  wholly  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  more  clearly  than  ***•  «oiony. 
&nj  written  description  possibly  can  the  particular  situation  of 
our  principal  cultivation  in  this  colony.     I  do  not  mean,  my  Lord, 
to  mark  every  little  farm,  nor  to  point  out  the  dimensions  of  the 

^  Bnnter'i  reply  &  veek  later  ^ill  be  fonnd  on  p.  82,  post. 
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1796       cultivation  geiieraUy  ;  it  ia  only  my  wish  that  your  G-raws© 

20  Aug.    ^^  o^^  ^10^  oomprehend  how  the  different  districts  flkre    s 

with  rei^ct  to  each  other,  not  only  in  direction,  but  in.     p 

Hunter's      distance  neariy.     As  this  <^rt  is  intirely  a  work  of  my  o^ 

chart.  jjQi  intended  as  an  official  representation,  I  hope  it  will    a»p» 

for  the  liberty  I  take  in  writing  your  Grace  a  private  tel^tei 

chief  design  is  to  give  your  Grace  a  more  correct  general 

this  colony  than  cou'd  be  given  by  any  other  means.* 

I  have,  <fcc., 
Jno.  Huji 

Governor  Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  Kiwo.  f 

My  Dear  Sir,  Sydney,  N.  S.  Wales,  20th  Aug^.,  1 

Dejartureof  This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Capt.  David  Colliiis, 

Advocate      Marine  Corps,  who  has  held  the  appointment  of  Judge- A.<1 

CoUina.        to  this  colony  since  its  original  establishment,  and  in  whose- 

ture  from  hence  this  settlement  loses  a  most  \'aluable  and  e^ 

officer.     You  cannot  conceive,  sir,  how  very  much  this  setti 

will  suffer  in  the  department  of  the  law  by  this  gentleman's* 

home,  a  department  in  which  we  have  began  to  have  much  b1 

to  transact,  a  circumstance  which  very  much  increases  the 

oTSieoffl^.  ^^  *^®  Governor,  and  must  in  time  render  his  situation  ■ 

irksome  if  the  office  of  Judge- Advocate  to  the  colony  is  nol 

a  situation  worthy  the  acceptance  of  some  respectable  prof e| 

man,  on  who^e  knowledge  and  ability  he  can  with  confident 

CkmimiflMry      As  the  Commissary  (Mr.  Palmer)  will  avail  himself  of  th( 

^°^^^'        of  absence  which  I  brought  out  for  him,  and  will  return 

land  by  the  same  conveyance  of  which  Capt.  Collins  will 

advantage,  I  beg  to  refer  you  most  particularly  to  thod 

gentlemen,  who  have  not  been  absent  from  hence  since  the  { 

lish't  of  the  colony ;  they  are  capable  of  giving  you  inf ord 

on  every  point  in  which  you  can  desire  to  gain  it  relative  I 

country,  and  I  can  venture  to  say  that  I  believe  they  wi 

deceive  you.     Mr.  Palmer  will  require  but  a  short  time  in  En^ 

and  means  to  return  with  his  family.     I  wish  I  cou'd  say 

also  expected  the  return  of  the  same  Judge- Advocate.     B 

certainly  sacri£s'd  much  thro'  his  bemg  so  usefull  and  nec< 

here.     He  has  been  refused  permission  to  return,  agreable  i 

Sm  o?rank.  1®*^®  ^^^g  since  received  from  home,  because  it  was  consider' 

colony  wou'd  suffer  by  his  absence;  he  has  thereby  lost  his  ra 

the  corps  of  which  he  is  an  old  officer,  but  it  will  probably 

the  power  of  his  Majesty's  minister  to  give  it  him,  and  I  cai 

that  he  well  deserves  such  attention  from  his  public  services 

*  The  chart  has  been  reduced  and  the  lettering  filled  In  more  legibly  than  In  the  c4 
but  the  ontUnee  are  an  exact  reproduction  in  scale  of  Hunter^  original  chart,  wbl 
in  size  2  ft.  2  ins.  by  1  ft.  7  Ins.  It  is  evident  that  Collins  copied  from  this  chart  the  | 
the  Colony  published  as  frontispiece  to  vol.  i  of  his  "Account." 

t  A  private  letter. 
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I  appoint  a  gentleman  (Mr.  James  Williamaon)  whom  I  brought      1796 
from  En^and  with  me  to  act  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Palmer.     He     20  Avg 
is  well  qualified  to  fill  that  situation  in  the  Commissary's  absence,  p^^j,^ 
being  particularly  correct  in  his  knowledge  of  keeping  books  and  loeum 
accounts,  and  very  active  and  diligent.     As  we  are  exceedingly  ^«»*»»*- 
distress'd  since  the  extention  of  our  settlement  for  more  assistance 
in  the  Commissary  department,  I  took  ihe  liberty  of  recommend- 
ing to  you  Mr.  Williamson  as  a  Deputy  Commissary ;  we  are  much 
in  want  of  one  to  attend  to  the  concerns  of  that  department  at 
Parramatta,  Toongabbe,  and  the  Hawkesbury. 

Give  me  leave  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  those  who  have  been  out  ^*2*'Jf^ 
of  this  country  for  three  or  four  years  know  no  more  of  it  now 
Uian  if  they  had  scarcely  ever  seen  it ;  you  will  know  much  more 
from  public  correspondence.  Their  opinions,  therefore,  are  by  no 
means  what  oifght  to  influence  the  mind  of  Government  in  what 
may  relate  to  this  country  in  its  present  state.  For  some  years 
after  this  settlement  was  estabtish'd  it  was  an  easy  task  for  the 
commander-in-chief  to  visit  every  part  of  it  in  the  course  of  a  few 
hours,  but  it  is  widely  different  now  ;  he  cannot,  were  he  in  con* 
tinual  motion,  do  it  now  in  as  many  days.  We  extend  more  than  Ertenrfon  o« 
40  miles  in  one-  direction,  exclusive  of  a  chain  of  farms  for  20  Mttlemeni 
miles  along  the  banks  of  the  Hawkesbury,  and  many  on  the 
different  branches  of  this  extensive  harbour.  In  short,  sir,  no  one 
man,  whatever  might  be  his  strength  and  activity,  cou'd  attend 
the  whole  of  this  colony  as  often  as  may  be  requisite  without 
some  respectable  assistant  or  responsible  person  to  look  over  the 
distant  districts.  I  am  so  fully  determined  to  do  all  in  my  power 
that  I  will  have  no  private  concern  of  any  kind  to  take  up  my 
attention.  I  have  not,  nor  will  I  have,  any  farm  on  my  own 
account,  as  other  officers  hava  It  shall  not  be  in  the  power  of  any 
one  to  say  that  the  time  which  ought  to  have  been  devoted  to  the 
service  of  the  public  had  be^i  applied  to  private  advantage,  or 
that  in  recommending  the  assistance  which  I  have  done  to  the 
civil  and  military  officers,  agreable  to  the  plan  of  L-Gov'r  Grose, 
I  had  myself  in  view. 

I  am  concerned  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  in  many  of  those  people  Ueeieaa 
recommended  to  Govem't  at  home  to  fill  little  offices  here  much  **"^"* 
imposition  has  been  practised.  It  would  be  far  less  expensive  to 
the  public  if,  when  any  particular  work  is  wanted,  the  Governor 
for  the  time  being  were  allowed  to  offer  some  little  pecuniary 
reward  to  some  of  the  ingenious  people  who  are  sometimes  to  he 
found  here,  whether  convicts  or  free  ;  such  particular  work  might 
in  this  way  be  accomplished  without  the  burthen  of  a  sallery.  The 
millwTight  and  miller,  one  at  100  gns.  and  the  other  at  50  gns.  a 
year,  are  sad  impositions,  and  I  have  no  opportunity  of  sending 
them  home  for  want  of  a  ship  going  from  hence  immediately  to 
England  in  the  service  of  Government.     Convicts  who  have  a 


74 


HISTORICAL    BECO&DS   OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


1796 

soAucr. 

Deserving 
com  lets. 


An 

incorrigible 

drunkard. 


George 
Barrington 


chief 

constable  at 
Parraniatta. 


Administta* 
tion  of 
justice  at 
Norfolk 
Island. 


Lnproper 
appoint- 
ments. 


profession  wliich  might  be  highly  serviceable  in  any  case  of 
immergency  wou'd  not  be  so  cautious  to  conceal  their  ability  if  it 
was  such  as  might  be  applied  to  the  superintending  any  very 
necessary  work,  and  be  allowed  a  little  reward  for  their  ability 
and  exertion ;  we  shou'd  in  this  way  save  some  of  those  ill-bestow'd 
sallerys.  Mr.  Leeds  is  as  unfortunate  an  imposition  as  any  which 
could  be  sent  here  ;  he  is  the  most  incorrigible  drunkard  I  ever 
beheld,  and  must  be  sent  home,  for  he  is  of  no  sort  of  use,  whilst 
we  suffer  much  in  the  surgeon's  department.  He  has  just  written 
to  me  that  his  health  declines  so  rapidly  that  he  thinks  his  life  in 
danger.  I  have  therefore  ditermined  to  send  him  back;  and  as 
he  has  not  done  any  duty  for  a  considerable  time,  I  have  appointed 
a  very  deserving  man,  Mr.  D'Arcy  Went  worth,  to  succeed  him. 
His  claim  is  a  fair  one,  having  been  assistant  at  the  hospital  on 
Norfolk  Island  ever  since  the  year  1790. 

I  will  whilst  I  am  writing  mention  one  man  to  you,  who,  to 
speak  my  sentiments  of  him,  I  must  say  appears  to  me  to  be  one 
of  the  most  zealous  on  public  duty,  and  one  of  the  most  examplery 
in  private  life  of  any  witliin  the  colony — Mr.  Geo.  Barrington, 
I  mean.  Well  has  he  since  in  this  country  deserved  for  his  services 
some  extraordinary  encouragement,  but  we  have  none  to  give. 
I  wish,  if  he  continues  after  his  time  is  expir'd,  I  cou^d  do  some- 
thing which  might  induce  him  to  stay  (it  is  near  expir'd),  but 
lie  has  not  hinted  any  intention  of  quitting  the  country.  I  am, 
however,  of  opinion  he  will,  for  he  cannot  obtain  as  much  here  as 
will  purchase  cloaths  for  his  back.  He  has  constantly  done  the 
duty  of  chief  constable  at  Parramatta,  and  in  that  office  has  been 
indefatiguable  in  keeping  the  public  peace  and  in  guarding  private 
property.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  a  man  of  this  description, 
because  once  having  offended  the  laws  of  his  country,  shou'd  be 
ever  afterwards  considered  as  unworthy  its  favour. 

I  have  long  ago  sent  Mr.  Hibbins  the  Judge- Advocate  of  Nor- 
folk Island  to  his  station,  and  having  since  received  the  Patent 
authorising  the  convening  a  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature  there,  I 
have  also  forwarded  that,  so  that  there  is  now  full  power  on  that 
island  for  trying  criminal  offences,  and  I  hope  everything  in  that 
department  may  turn  out  well.  You  will  receive  letters  from  Mr. 
Hibbins  by  the  ship  Marquis  Cornwallis,  by  which  I  forwarded 
them.  He  seems  much  disposed  to  indulge  you  frequently  with 
long  letters.  I  hope  you  may  find  them  such  as  to  merit  a  caref all 
perusal. 

Permit  me,  Mr.  King,  to  repeat  and  to  assure  you  that  I  see 
with  concern  how  very  frequently  Government  is  imposed  on  in 
many  recommended  for  appointments  in  this  country,  where  we 
ought  to  have  people  in  the  different  offices  of  the  most  examplery 
conduct.  You  will  not>  I  hope,  suppose  that  I  alude  to  any 
particular  person.     I  speak  chiefly  of  inferior  appointments.    You 


can  have  no  idea  of  the  mischief  it  leeds  to,  and  the  distress  which  1790 
it  will  ever  occasion  to  those  who  may  have  the  principal  direction,  »  Aug. 
who,  considering  the  class  or  description  of  people  he  has  to  manage, 
ought  to  be  ably  assisted  and  supported ;  if  he  is  not,  it  must  oblige 
him  to  send  home  many  matters  for  decision  which  might  and 
oaght  to  be  settled  here,  and  thereby  avoid  giving  that  trouble  to 
}iis  Majesty's  minister  which  must  otherwise  be  the  consequence. 

Were  I  to  enter  as  fully  in  my  public  letters  on  the  difficultys  I  Hunter** 
have  had  since  my  arrival,  and  still  continue  to  have,  to  contend  ^*"<^"*^*<^*- 
with  as  I  might  do,  it  might  be  thought  that  I  complained  more 
than  I  shou'd.  If  I  do  complain,  be  assured,  sir,  that  it  is  not 
without  cause.  I  have  had  much  vexation  at  finding  some  of  the 
public  cimcems  not  exactly  in  the  state  I  hop'd  and  wished  they 
shoa'd  have  been.  Extensive  cultivation  and  good  crops,  speaking 
generaUy,  but  not  a  bam,  granary,  or  storehouse  wherein  to  pre-  Ahtence  nf 
serve  those  crops  even  thought  of  yet.  No  mechanics  in  the  SSSSSite. 
colony  to  erect  them ;  most  of  the  convicts  out  of  their  time,  and 
discontented  at  being  hindered  a  single  day  from  providing  for 
themselves ;  in  shorty  I  am  apprehensive  that  great  part  of  our 
bountiful!  harvest  may  be  lost.  Our  boats  gone  to  ruin  and  decay ; 
hutts  or  houses,  formerly  the  property  of  Government,  leased  away, 
and  continual  applications  making  to  me  to  furnish  others  for 
those  who  are  intitled  to  them.  But  I  will  not  fatigue  you.  I 
only  hint  those  few  circumstances  to  satisfy  you  that  there  does 
exist  great  ground  and  cause  for  vexation.  I  shall,  however, 
persevere  in  my  endeavours  to  lead  everything  into  the  channel 
thro'  which  it  shou'd  pass,  and  to  bring  into  some  kind  of  order 
that  mass  of  confusion  which  at  present  surrounds  me. 

Having  a  considerable  number  of  distressed  invalids  in  the  colony  invftiids. 
who  are  a  deadweight  upon  us,  I  have  thought  fit  to  charter  the 
Britannia,  storeship,  to  proceed  direct  for  England.  Shall  there- 
fore avail  myself  of  that  conveyance  for  sending  away  all  those 
whose  contract  or  agreement  with  Government  is  expired,  and 
thereby  get  rid  of  some  expence  which  might  otherwise  continue 
for  we  know  not  what  time. 

I  intend,  if  possible,  to  send  a  cage  of  birds  for  you  by  this  ship,  Austrftiian 
and  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  divide  what  may  survive  with 
Sir  Charles  Middleton,^  to  whom  I  have  promised  soma    I  am,  <S:c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

I  have  had  another  cage  made  and  sent  to  Sr.  Chas.  Middleton, 
addressed  to  himself,  so  that  you  will  have  no  trouble. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 
My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  20th  August,  1796. 

The  Colonial  schooner  Francis  having  lately  returned  from 
Norfolk  Island,  whither  I  had  sent  her  for  any  despatches  which 

*  Compiroller  of  the  Navy. 
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Lient't-Grov'r  King  might  have  for  England,  I  am  oonoemed  tosaj 
the  health  of  the  Lieut't-Oovemor  appears  to  be  in  so  very  declining 
a  state  that  I  could  not,  consistent  with  the  common  feelings  of 
humanity,  resist  his  wish  of  obtaining  my  permission  to  quit  the 
island,  by  any  opportunity  which  might  offer  a  prospect  of  his 
reaching  England,  before  it  might  be  too  late  to  hope  relief  from 
such  change.  Your  Grace  will  not  therefore  disapprove  my  haTiiig 
given  him  my  consent,  as  I  have  chartered  the  ship  Britannia  for 
the  purpose  of  relieving  the  unhappy  situation  of  a  number  of 
distressed  objects  who  have  been  invalided  here  from  the  military, 
as  well  as  for  exonerating  the  colony  of  a  nnmber  of  useless  people 
whose  contracts  with  Oovemment  have  terminated.  I  shall  order 
that  ship  to  call  at  Norfolk  Island,  and  embark  the  Lient.-€rovemor 
and  hiB  family.  I  shall  direct  that  such  copy  of  the  Lieut't- 
€U>vemor's  instructions  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  guidance  of 
the  officer  who  may  succeed  to  the  command  in  the  management 
of  the  internal  concerns  of  the  island  be  left  with  him;  and  in 
order  to  there  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  compose 
the  Criminal  Court,  I  shall  direct  an  additional  officer  be  sent 
thither ;  but  I  must  beg  to  mention  to  your  Grace  that  daring 
the  time  the  relief  of  the  officers  on  the  Norfolk  Island  daty  is 
taking  place  this  part  of  the  settlement  (head-quarters)  will  have 
of  subalterns  only  one  left.  I  mention  this,  my  Lord,  to  show 
how  very  deficient  we  are  in  officers,  and  how  much  the  number 
now  necessary  upon  Norfolk  Island  embarrasses  the  duty  to  be 
done  here. 

I  must  beg  permission,  my  Lord,  to  make  one  observation  more 
relative  to  Norfolk  Island.  Should  it  so  happen  that  Lieut- 
Governor  King  may  not  recover  his  health  so  fast  as  to  be  capable 
of  again  returning  to  his  command  in  this  part  of  the  world,  I 
hope  in  that  case  that  a  successor  may  be  appointed  as  early  as  it 
may  be  thought  proper.  I  express  this  hope,  my  Lord,  from  an 
opinion  that  the  changing  the  commanding  officer  as  often  as  the 
relief  of  the  military  party  doing  duty  there  becomes  necessary 
may  very  much  derange  the  general  regulations  hitherto  established 
on  the  island  ;  but  this  I  submit  to  your  Grace's  consideration. 

I  have,  &c.y 

Jno.  Huktbr. 


state  of  the 
colony. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord,  20th  August,  1 796. 

The  different  papers  which  I  forward  to  your  Grace  by  this 

conveyance  will,  I  hope,  serve  to  shew,  in  as  clear  a  manner  as 

possible,  the  real  state  of  this  colony.     I  have  endeavoured  to 

compress,  into  as  little  room  as  it  could  be  done,  the  neoesaaiy 
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infbrmatiQii,  in  order  that  your  Grace  might  not  have  much  trouble  17W 
in  acquiring  that  knowledge  of  our  circumstances  which  you  might  ao  Ax»s 
desire ;  but  should  it  hereafter  be  thought  that  a  more  minute 
manner  of  detailing  the  different  particulars  would  be  more  satis- 
factory, it  will  only  require  that  I  should  receive  your  (trace's 
commands  for  that  purpose.  Everything  which  may  relate  to  the 
expences  of  the  settlement  I  am  aware  cannot  be  too  clearly 
accounted  for,  and  in  that  particular  I  am  hopeful  we  have  not 
been  deficient. 

In  a  former  letter*  I  had  occasion  to  mention  the  necessity  I  Scarcity  of 
foand  myself  under,  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  artificers,  and  '"' 

the  want  of  public  buildings  indispensably  requisite  for  the  pre- 
servation of  our  crops  and  other  essential  purposes,  of  hiring  all 
the  soldioTB  and  other  free  people  I  could  find ;  by  this  step  we  shall 
have,  though  unav<Hdably  incurred,  some  expence.  I  must,  how- 
ever, ccmtanue  to  employ  all  I  can  meet  with  until  I  get  those  works 
compleated,  which  we  cannot  possibly  do  without,  amongst  whidi 
are  two  windmills.  All  other  buildings  which  may  be  dispensed 
with  for  some  time  longer  I  shall  leave  unattempted  imtil  the 
strength  of  the  colony  may  enal^e  us  to  get  forward  without 
increasing  the  public  expences.  That  your  Grace  may  be  enabled 
to  form  some  judgment  of  oar  wants  in  this  particular,  I  transmit 
a  list  of  public  buildings  at  this  time  exceedingly  wanted,  and  the 
reasons  for  such  wants,  t 

In  this  place  I  shall  only  remark  to  your  Grace,  relative  to  the  Uocaitabie 
colony  in  general,  that  had  we  been  fortunate  in  the  choice  of  '®^^®"- 
those  who  have  been  permitted  to  settie,  two-thirds  of  that  number 
woold  now  have  been  perfectly  independant;  but  concerned  am  I 
to  say,  my  Lord,  that  we  have  been  particularly  unludcy  in  our 
selection.     In  order  to  the  gaining  that  information  or  knowledge 
of  the  characters  who  compose  oar  settlers  which  it  is  necessary  I 
slionld  possess,  I  very  lately  directed  two  of  the  civil  officers  of 
the  setUement,  in  their  character  as  magistrates,  to  pay  a  sudden 
and  unexpected  visit  to  all  the  different  districts,  to  examine  the  a  tour  of 
farms  and  to  make  such  enquiries  as  I  had  desired.     By  this  step  ""^^  ^^ 
lam  enabled  to  lay  before  your  Grace  the  inclosed  paper, {  which 
is  the  result  of  those  enquiries,  and  serves  to  shew  the  idleness  or 
mdustry  of  the  settlers  generally  in  each  district 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  remark  that  those  who  have  Free 
been  sent  out  by  Government  as  free  settlers  have  generally  turned  "•*****■• 
out  very  ill-qualified  for  farmers  in  this  country.    It  appears  to  be     . 
a  life  for  which  very  few  of  them  are  adapted,  either  frcwn  ability 
or  inclination,  because  it  requires  much  labour  and  very  consider- 
able diligence.    They  come  here  too  with  expectations  which  cannot  Sent  out  by 
be  gratified,  and,  as  they  inform  me,  with  a  promise  from  Govern-*  ^nt!" 
ment  which  we  have  not  l^e  power  of  fulfilling ;  nor  are  they 
satisfied  with  that  assistance  whidh  we  are  able  to  afford  them. 

*  Ante,  p.  30.  t  Bndocwe  No.  I.  t  Enclosure  No.  2. 
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1796  They  have  more  than  once  signified  to  me  that  they  understood 
20  Aug.  Government  was  particularly  desirous  of  having  a  number  of 
respectable  settlers  sent  out,  and  with  that  view,  and  the  flattering 
promises  made  them,  they  had  offered  themselves.  I  wish  I  could 
with  truth  say  that  we  had  many  who  came  within  the  respectable 
description  they  have  alluded  to ;  it  would  have  been  highly 
advantageous  to  the  colony,  for  with  common  industry  and  atten- 
tion I  hesitate  not  to  say  that  our  land  will  yield  well.  Our  live 
stock  thrive  well,  and  increase  fast ;  but  that  is  at  present  chiefly 
in  the  hands  of  Government,  and  of  the  officers,  civil  and  military, 
fortunately  so,  because  they  know  its  value,  and  are  careful  to 
preserve  it.  The  settlers  have  more  than  once  killed  what  they 
received  from  Government — every  reduction  of  the  ration  of 
animal  food  occasioned  the  destruction  of  what  might  then  have 
been  in  their  possession ;  it  is  therefore  to  be  wished  that  we  may 
not,  if  possible,  be  again  reduced  low  in  the  article  of  salt  provi- 
sion, as  most  of  the  settlers  have  again  began  to  rear  pigs  and 
poultry. 

Spirituous  liquors,  having  found  their  way  into  the  colony  in 
considerable  quantities,  oocasion  much  idleness  amongst  many  of 
the  settlers ;  but  I  must  confess  have  nevertheless  some  advan- 
tages. Much  work  will  be  done  by  labourers,  artificers,  and 
others  for  a  small  reward  in  this  article,  and  (without  any  injury 
to  health)  which  money  could  not  purchase.  I  have  taken  every 
Smuggling,  step  in  my  power  to  prevent  the  smuggling  of  spirits  from  ships 
to  the  shore ;  but  ineflectually,  notwithstanding  the  having  a 
guard  on  board.  I  have,  however,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  great 
inconvenience  of  having  every  little  hut  a  settling-house  for  the 
retailing  spirits,  issued  very  strict  orders*  against  it,  and  altho'  the 
destruction  of  the  house  of  the  ofiender  was  a  part  of  the  punish- 
ment,  and  did  actually  take  place  in  some  instances,  it  did  not 
eflectually  prevent  it.  I  have  now  found  it  necessary  to  grant 
in  each  district  a  certain  number  of  licenses  for  retailing  spirits 
under  strict  regulations,  which  appear  to  answer  the  purpose 
,  well,  prevent  much  intoxication,  and  seem  to  give  general  satis- 
faction. 

To  prevent  the  importation  of  spirits  entirely,  my  Lord,  is  next 
to  an  impossibility,  unless  I  had  more  assistance  to  depend  on ; 
nor  do  I  think  it  necessary  for  the  reasons  above  stated  that  it 
should  be  wholly  prohibited ;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  may 
soon  be  found  necessary  to  lay  a  duty  upon  its  importation,  a 
regulation  which  might  serve  to  defray  some  part  of  the  expence 
of  the  civil  establishment  of  the  colony, 

I  have  already  observed  that  much  labour  is  often  obtained  by 
a  small  gratification  in  the  article  of  spirits,  and  in  some  other 
articles,  which,  altho'  commonly  considered  as  luxuries,  are  now 
from  long  habit  become  necessaries.     Every  labouring  person, 

*  Ante,  pp.  10,  86,  52 
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whether  working  for  the  public  or  for  private  individuals,  is      I796 
regulated  in  his  hours  of  laboui*  by  the  working-hours  established     20  Ang. 
by  Government,  and  each  by  this  regulation  has  a  ceilain  pro-       — 
portion  of  time  to  himself,  during  which  he  can  let  himself  out  h<nira."^ 
to  hire.     By  this  mode  of  disposing  of  hb  extra  hours  he  pur- 
chases the  enjoyment  of  those  little  luxuries  which  he  has  in  the  purchMins 
course  of  his  life  been  now  and  then  in  the  habit  of  receiving,  luxuries. 
This  is  the  manner,  my  Lord,  in  which  officers  and  others  who 
could  afford  to  be  at  an  extra  expence  have  got  so  forward  with 
their  farms  and  have  preserved  their  live  stock.     It  is  not  by  an 
extra  allowance  of  the  common  slop  cloathing  or  the  provision 
issued  from  the  public  store  that  this  labour  is  to  be  obtained,  for  Emniov. 
those  men,  as  well  as  women,  who  have  been  some  time  here,  and  °*®"*,  *!' 

Ill  1  •  •!  11  1.  1        convicts, 

particularly  those  whose  term  is  expired,  and  who  are  disposed  to 
work,  aspire  to  a  better  kind  of  dress,  and  are  desirous  of  in- 
dulging with  their  tea  and  sugar,  as  well  as  the  gratification  of  a 
little  tobacco  and  spirits  at  times,  which  whilst  thus  applied  with 
moderation  is  certainly  not  ill-employed.  In  the  hire  of  artificers 
also  when  wanted  on  the  public  account  much  expence  would  be 
saved,  as  well  as  more  satisfaction  given  to  the  workman,  were 
we  in  possession  of  many  of  those  little  luxuries  so  much  sought 
after. 

You  will  pardon  me,  my  Lord,  for  entering  upon  those  little  An 
considerations ;  but  it  proceeds  from  an  opinion  that  your  Grace  «'^p^****®"- 
should  receive  every  information  that  can  enable  you  to  form  the 
most  correct  judgment  of  everything  which  is  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  the  good  or  welfare  of  a  settlement  so  immediately 
imder  your  Grace's  direction. 

I  cannot  close  this  without  saying  that  the  erection  of  the 
public  buildings  herein  mentioned  is  so  arduous  a  work,  as  well 
as  so  indispensably  necessary,  that  I  have  been-  obliged  to  make 
another  reduction  of  two  men  from  each  officer's  farm,  and  one  Semtnto 
from  others  who  have  hitherto  been   allowed  some  assistance,  ^m?ilj 
exclusive  of  that  mentioned  in  my  letter  herewith  forwarded,  others. 
All  the  convicts  now  on  the  hands  of  the  public  are  now  employed 
in  those  necessary  works,  and  not  in  agriculture,  so  that  we  must 
depend  on  the  farms  of    the  officers,  settlers,  and  others  who 
employ  themselves  in  that  way ;  and  this  I  feel  no  immediate 
concern  at,  because  I  can  depend  on  their  industry. 

I  have,  (Src, 

Jno.  Hunter. 
[Encloanre  Ko.  1.1 
List  of  Public  Buildings  much  wanted,  August,  1796. 
At  Sydney,  Becuons/or  9uch  wants. 

A  Urge  granary  for  the  recep-         None  having  yet  been  built, 
tioa  of  wheat  and  maize. 
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1706      List  of  Public  Buildings  much  wanted,  August,  1796 — coniiivodd. 

-Aug. 


At  Sydney, 

Pablio  One  large  and  strong  storehouse 

buUdingv      for  the  security  of  our  salt  provi- 

sXJ^'*    sions. 

A  church. 


A  court-house. 

A  house  for  the  Judge-Advo- 
cate. 

A  house  for  the  Lieutenant- 
Grovemor. 


Houses  for  the  assistant  sur- 
geons and  Deputy  Commissary. 

Two  additional  harracks. 

A  strong  prison. 


A  better  and  larger  hospital. 
A  public  school  for  the  care  and 
education  of  children. 

At  Parramaita, 

A  large  granary  for  the  recep- 
tion of  wheat. 
A  church. 

A  windmill  or  two. 

A  strong  prison. 

A  school  for  children. 

At  the  Hawke$hury. 

A  large  granary  for  the  recep- 
tion of  wheat  and  maize. 

A  large  and  strong  storehouse. 

A  barrack  for  the  military  doing 
duty  here. 

A  wind  or  water  mill. 

A  strong  prison. 

A  small  hospital. 


At 
Parramatta. 


At  the 

Hawkes- 

hwcy. 


Reckons  for  muh  wauUt. 

Those  formerly  built  being  too  small, 
and  frequent  robberies  have  convinoed 
us  that  they  are  too  slight. 

None  having  yet  been  built,  except  % 
temporary  thatch'd  house  erected  by  the 
clerayman. 

No  building  yet  appropriated  for  the 
assembling  a  Court  m. 

The  present  too  small  and  inoon- 
venient  for  his  business. 

That  already  built  having  been  given 
in  lease  for  fourteen  years  by  the  late 
Lieutenant-Governor  to  the  officer  who 
succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  mili- 
tary. 

Those  formerly  built  entirely  decayU 

None  yet  erected. 

Not  sufficient  room  in  those  already 
built. 

The  present  too  small  for  our  numben, 
and  too  slight  to  secure  prisoners  such 
as  we  have  to  manage. 

The  present  decaying  fast. 

Much  wanted  to  save  them  from  cer- 
tain ruin. 


Not  yet  built ;  foundation  of  one  nov 
laying. 

Having  no  place  for  divine  service  hut 
any  that  which  may  happen  to  be  empty. 

Two  will  be  necessary  here,  became 
our  latrcest  farms  are  in  this  district 

For  the  reasons  above, 
do.  do. 


Foundation  of  one  now  laying. 

The  present  too  slight  to  be  secure. 
The  present  a  miserable  building. 


For  the  convenience  of  this  district 
For  the  reasons  already  given. 
The  distance  from  hence  to  the  nearest 
hospital  being  20  miles. 

All  the  buildings  herein  mentioned  are  exceedingly  wanted, 

but  the  great  scarcity  of  artificers  will  render  their  completion  a 

work  of   considerable   time  and  much  difficulty.     Such  as  are 

indispensably  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  our  crops  will,  of 

course,  be  the  first  attended  to.  _       _^ 

Jno.  Hunter. 
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1796  CoMMiaSART  PaLMBR  TO   CaPTAIK  MaCABTHUB. 

UAng.        Dear  Sir,  Sydney,  24th  August,  1796. 

His  Excellency  has  desired  me  to  inform  you  that  from  the 

The  stock  of  return  of  the  small  quantity  of  nails  now  remaining  in  the  public 

°**^'  stores  that  he  cannot  comply  with  your  request.    He  has  further 

said  that  he  has  no  objections  to  your  having  some  brads  if  they 

will  answer  your  purpose ;  also,  that  you  may  have  some  slops  for 

your  people.  I  am,  <kc., 

Jno.  Palmer. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
25Aug.        My  Lord,  25th  August,  1796. 

Ways  and  The  amount  of  the  various  sums  for  which  bills  have  been 

means.  drawn  for  the  use  of  this  colony,  since  my  arrival  in  it>  being 
considerable,  and  notwithstanding  the  Commissary's  accounts  of  the 
expenditure  thereof  will  be  transmitted  by  this  conveyance,  and 
will  I  hope  and  trust  be  found  clear  and  satisfactory,  I  nevertheless 
have  so  great  a  desire  that  your  Grace  should  understand  as  clearly 
and  satisfactorily  as  possible  the  real  occasion  of  those  expences, 
that  I  must  beg  permission  to  state  generally  from  whence  they 
likely  arise.  I  have  formerly  pointed  out  to  your  Grace  the «xpences 
likely  to  be  incurred,  as  well  as  the  loss  which  may  probably  be 
PubUc  sustained  by  the  unfortunate  delay  in  the  erecting  of  those  public 
buUdings.  buildings  so  essentially  necessary.  Your  Grace  will  pardon  me  if 
I  observe  that,  could  the  embarrassment  of  the  person  whom  his 
Majesty  had  thought  proper  should  succeed  to  the  government  of 
this  colony  been  the  wish  of  any,  it  could  not  more  effectually  have 
taken  place.  I  have  every  possible  difficulty  to  encounter,  but  1 
trust  I  have  also  perseverance  to  surmount  them;  nor  should  I 
at  this  time  have  named  them,  or  in  any  way  noticed  them  to 
your  Grace,  were  it  not  for  the  expence  which  is  so  unavoidably 
occasioned  by  them. 
ExpeijMB  of  By  the  Commissary's  accounts  it  will  be  observed  t^at  a  con- 
iBiand.  siderable  part  of  the  expences  are  on  account  of  Norfolk  Island — 
some  part  from  the  necessity  of  purchasing  various  articles  in- 
dispensably requisite  for  the  use  of  the  colony  from  ships  calling 
here,  who,  taking  the  advantage  of  our  wants,  have  been  exorbitant 
in  their  prices;  others  from  the  constant  wages  given  to  artificers 
of  different  descriptions  for  the  various  works  to  be  performed — 
the  sums  paid  for  wheat  and  maize  of  the  last  year's  growth ; 
and  also,  latterly,  the  purchase  of  a  flock  of  goats  from  an  officer 
returning  home,  intended  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  so  much 
valuable  stock,  and  for  the  purpose  of  fulfilling  the  promises  of 
Government  to  many  settlers — the  hire  of  the  «hip  Britannia  to 
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India,  chartered  before  my  time,  is  also  to  be  paid  by  bills  in  my      1796 
name.    This  brief  statement  will  be  found  circumstantially  noticed     25  j^gg. 
in  the  Commissary's  accounts. 

As  the  Commissary  has  obtained  leave  to  return  to  England  ^^jjj^^" 
upon  his  private  business,  he  will  be  present  to  explain  anything 
relative  to  his  books  which  may  require  it ;  and  it  will  be  highly 
satisfactory  to  me  that  he  should  have  an  opportunity,  in  case  his 
vouchers  should  not  be  as  simple,  as  perfect,  and  clear  as  could  be 
desired.  I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter, 

P.S. — I  beg  leave  to  observe,  my  Lord,  that  I  trust  the  expences  ^**^'^ 
of  the  colony  will  not  be  found  to  be  so  great  in  the  next  as  it  expense, 
has  been 'during  the  last  year.  The  quantity  of  maize  now  on 
the  hands  of  Gfovemment  will,  it  is  highly  probable,  render  the 
purchase  of  that  article  in  quantity  gonsiderably  less,  if  not  wholly 
unnecessary ;  in  that  case,  settlers  and  others  who  raise  that  kind 
of  grain  wfil  be  obliged  to  apply  it  to  the  feeding  of  live  stock — 
a  circumstance  which  will  prove  highly  advantageous  to  the 
colony. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord,  25th  August,  1796. 

Professing  to  lay  before  your  Grace  by  this  conveyance  as 
oompleat  an  account  of  this  colony  as  it  may  be  in  my  power  to 
make  out,   it  becomes  necessary   that  I  should   say  something 
further  on  the  subject  of  your  Grace's  letter  of  the  10th  of  June, 
1795*  (No.  1),  in  which  your  disapprobation  of  the  measure  pur- 
sued by  Lieut. -Governor  Grose  relative  to  the  number  of  men 
allowed  to  officers  was  particularly  marked.      In  my  letter  No.  9^^ 
It  I  had,  previously  to  the  receipt  of  your  Grace's  letter  above  allowed  to 
alluded  to,  mentioned  that  I  approved  of  the  Lieut. -Governor's  **®^"- 
regulation  in  this  instance,  and  had  continued  it,  and  in  my  letter 
No.  9  J  in  reply  to  that  particular  part  of  your  Grace's  I  mentioned 
t^e  consequences  which  must  ensue  to  the  colony  if  I  withdrew 
that  assistance  from  those  farms ;  but  being  extremely  anxious  to 
fulfill  the  instructions  contained  in  the  above  letter,  as  far  as  it 
could  be  done  consistently  with  the  immediate  interest  and  pros- 
perity of  the  settlement,  I  had  signified  to  the  officers  generally  The  officers 
my  oonoem  at  the  necessity  I  found  of  depriving  them  of  those  *"'**™**- 
labourers  who  had  been  for  some  time  allowed  them.     In  conse- 
quence of  this  information  I  received  the  inclosed  letter,  No.   1, 
from  the  officers  of  the  civil  department,  and  also  a  similar  one 
h^m  the  military.     These  representations,  and  the  reasons  I  have 
urged  in  my  former  letter  for  wishing  to  continue  this  assistance 
as  far  as  it  could  be  done,  induced  me  to  offer  to  those  gentlemen 

•  VoL  il,  p.  302.  t  lb.,  p.  328.  t  Ante,  p.  40. 
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1796      the  inclosed  plan,  No.  2,  which  I  submit  to  your  Grace's  consider- 

25  Aug.     ation.     At  present  I  have  only  to  say  that  such  regulation  has 

—       taken  place,  and  will  continue  only  until  the  improvement  of  the 

plan.  different  farms  may  enable  the  possessors  to  take  off  the  hands 

of  the  public  the  labourers  they  have  been  indulged  witli,  or  until 

I  receive  your  Grace's  further  commands  on  this  subject. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  understand  that  what  I  have  done  in  this 
matter  has  not  been  disapproved  by  your  Grace. 

I  have,  <kc., 

Jno.  Hunter. 
[Enclosure.] 

The  Civil  Officers  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  Sydney,  25th  February,  1796. 

The  civil  As  it  is  well-known  that  we  whose  names  are  hereunto  sub- 

their  aise.  scribed  have  been  at  much  private  expence  in  clearing  and  culti- 
vating the  allotments  of  ground  which  have  been  granted  to  us, 
and  that  we  have  on  all  occasions  used  our  utmost  exertions  to 
raise  grain  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interest  of  the  settle- 
ment, by  endeavouring  to  render  the  importation  of  that  article 
from  any  other  quarter  unnecessary : 

This,  however,  we  should  not  have  been  able  to  accomplish  but 

for  the  very  liberal  allowance  of  men,  which  have  been  victualled 

from  the  public  store,  and  suffered  to  remain  in  our  employ. 

Aid  received      We  take  this  opportunity  of  assuring  your  Excellency  that  no 

Govern-        exertions  of  ours  shall  ever  be  wanting  to  strengthen  the  hands 

ment.  of  Government,  and  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  settlement  by 

such  means  as  shall  be  in  our  power. 

It  has  been  reported  that  our  having  been  allowed  the  number 
of  men  we  are  at  present  indulged  with  has  not  met  the  approba- 
tion of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  and  that  in  future  two  servants  as 
domestics  can  only  be  continue]!  to  us,  unless  we  chose  to  main- 
tain and  cloath  more. 

We  are  all  of  us  much  inclined  and  perfectly  ready  to  do  every- 
thing in  our  power  to  lessen  the  public  expence,  and  we  sub- 
mit to  you  the  two  following  proposals  for  that  purpose,  which 
An  offer  we  hope  will  meet  with  your  Excellency's  approbation: — 1st.  On 
offlccrel*  account  of  the  great  scarcity  of  cattle  useful  in  agriculture,  it  is 
by  manual  labour  only  we  can  possibly  continue  in  cultivation 
the  lands  we  have  already  clear^,  and  if  that  assistance  which 
we  have  hitherto  been  indulged  with  be  totally  withdrawn  we 
shall  be  under  the  unavoidable  necessity  of  letting  our  lands  -lie 
fallow,  which  must  be  obvious  to  your  Excellency  will  greatly 
injure  the  prosperity  of  these  settlements.  We  therefore  agree 
to  take  a  certain  number  of  men,  according  to  the  present  state 
of  the  cultivation  of  our  respective  farms,  to  be  victualled  and 
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eloathed  at  onr  expenoe.     2nd.  As  the  late  reduced  ration  of  the      1796 
colony  compelled  us  to  kill  the  greatest  part  of  our  live  stock,      js  Aug. 
several  of  us  cannot  as  yet  support  these  men  with  animal  food,       — 
nor  find  them  cloathing.    Should  it  meet  your  Excellency's  appro-  alternative, 
bation  to  allow  us  to  draw  animal  food  and  cloathing  for  them, 
we  pledge  ourselves  to  turn  into  his  Majesty's  stores  an  equivalent 
proportion  of  grain. 

At  a  future  period,  when  our  stock  is  increased,  and  our  farms  Their 
are  in  a  more  advanced  state  of  cultivation,  it  is  our  intention  to  {jSlJJcts. 
lessen  the  public  expence  by  maintaining  an  additional  number  of 
men. 

We  leave  it  entirely  to  your  Excellency's  consideration  what 
farther  assistance  you  may  think  proper  to  indulge  us  with  from 
the  statement  of  the  above  circumstances. 

Professing  the  greatest  respect  and  attachment  for  your  Excel- 
lency, and  warmest  zeal  for  the  benefit  of  his  Majesty's  service, 
in  which  we  are  all  mutually  engaged,  we  beg  leave  to  subscribe 
ourselves,  &c.     (Signed  by  the  officers  of  the  Civil  Department.) 

[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Plan  for  Beducing  the  Number  of  Labourers  allowed  to 

Officers  and  maintained  at  the  Public  Expence. 

1st.  Each  officer  hitherto  allowed  tliirteen  men,  viz.,  three  for  The 
domestic  purposes  and  ten  for  clearing  and  cultivating  land,  to  be  JJiB^ew"**' 
reduced  two  men,  and  to  take  two  off  the  public  store ;  but  if  his  reduced, 
farm  is  extensive,  and  in  good  cultivation,  he  is  either  to  maintian 
tliree  or  be  reduced  three,  instead  of  two. 

2nd.  Those  whose  farms  are  not  in  such  improved  state  as  will 
admit  of  their  maintaining  any  are  to  be  reduced  in  their  numbers 
four.  J.H. 


GovBRNOR  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord,  26th  August,  1796.  26  Aug, 

I  am  concerned  to  have  to  report  to  your  Grace  the  death 
of  Mr.  Henry  Brewer,*  the  Provost-Marshal  of  this  settlement.  «*^52*'***' 
He  was,  when  I  arrived  in  the  colony,  in  so  weak  a  state  of 
health,  and  so  wholly  incapable  of  duty,  as  to  render  it  necessary 
for  me  to  appoint  some  respectable  and  active  person  to  do  the 
duties  of  that  office,  which,  allow  me  to  say,  my  Lord,  arc  in  this 
country  very  considerable ;  and  as  the  person  occupying  that 
i^tion  is  so  immediately  under  the  notice  and  direction  of  the 
Judge-Advocate  of  the  colony,  I  have  had  rfecourse  to  his  recom- 
mendation of  a  well-qualified  person. 

Mr.  Thomas  Smythf  I  have  appointed  to  officiate  until  your  ThomaB 
Grace's  pleasure  shall  be  known.     He  has  been  bred  in  the  Army,  ly^ney?^ 

*  Ante,  p.  38  (noteX  f  Ante,  p.  37  (note). 
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Fane  Edge 
at  Norfolk 
Island. 


The  Beach- 
master  at 
Norfolk 
Island. 


Captain 
Paterson's 
return  to 
England. 


The 

Commissary 
on  leave. 


The  Judge- 
Advocate. 


and  served  long  in  his  Majesty's  marine  corps.  He  has  done  the 
duty  of  his  present  appointment  so  very  highly  to  my  satisfactioii^ 
and  with  so  much  spirit  and  activity,  that  I  heg  to  reoommend 
him  to  your  Grace  as  a  very  fit  officer  for  that  station  in  this 
settlement.  This  circumstance  renders  it  convenient  to  remind 
your  Grace  that,  having  a  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature  established 
upon  Norfolk  Island,  an  officer  as  provost-marshal  becomes  a 
necessary  appointment  there.  I  will  therefore  mention  that  Mr. 
Fane  Edge,*  who  was  appointed  to  that  office  by  Governor  Phillip 
in  1791,  still  does  that  duty  on  the  island,  without  confirmation, 
and  without  salary  ;  and,  as  I  have  always  understood  that  Mr. 
Edge  has  acquitted  himself  well  in  that  office,  I  beg  to  say  that 
he  merits  some  consideration  for  his  past  services,  sls  well  as  a 
confirmation  of  his  appointment. 

It  would  be  improper  in  me  to  omit,  upon  so  good  an  opportunity, 
inclosing  to  your  Grace  the  recommendation  of  [Lieutenant]  Gover- 
nor King  for  an  allowance  to  Mr.  John  Drummond,  appointed  to 
attend  as  beach-master.  I  will  only  assure  you,  my  Lord,  that  the 
necessity  of  such  an  appointment  upon  that  island  I  am  too  well 
acquainted  with  from  my  own  unfortunate  experience  not  to  agree 
perfectly  with  [Lieutenant]  Governor  King  in  the  advantage 
attending  its  being  allowed.  To  be  placed  on  the  footing  of  a 
superintendant  of  convicts  would,  I  apprehend,  be  considered  as 
an  adequate  provision. 

I  have  now  to  report  to  your  Grace  that  Captain  "William 
Paterson,  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corpfe,  from  a  tedious  and 
painful  inflammation  in  his  right  eye,  has  been  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  desiring  permission  to  return  to  England,  least  from 
any  delay  in  the  procuring  of  that  advice  which  may  be  obtained 
there  he  be  wholly  deprived  of  the  use  of  that  organ.  He  has 
received  my  permission  to  return  for  that  purpose.  Lieut.  Abbott 
and  Lieut.  Clephan,  of  that  corps,  having  long  been  from  ill-health 
incapable  of  duty,  are  also  permitted  to  return.  This  reduces  the 
strength  of  the  corps  so  very  low  in  officers,  particularly  when  the 
detached  services  are  considered,  that  your  Grace  will  see  the 
necessity  of  a  recruit  of  officers  as  well  as  men. 

The  Commissary  will  avail  himself  of  the  leave  of  absence  sent 
out  to  him  some  time  past,  and  will  return  to  England  upon  his 
private  concerns.  I  therefore  appoint  a  Mr.  James  Williamson 
to  do  that  duty  until  the  Commissary's  return.  This  gentleman 
is  so  very  well  qualified  for  that  department  that  if  my  request 
that  an  additional  Deputy  Conmiissary  be  allowed  for  the  manage- 
ment of  that  business  at  Parramatta  and  the  Hawkesbury,  permit 
me,  my  Lord,  to  recommend  Mr.  Williamson  for  that  station. 

The  Judge- Advocate,  Captain  David  Collins,  having  long  ago 
obtained  his  Majesty's  permission  to  return  to  England,  now  goes 

•  Post,  p.  620. 
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in  t^e  Britannia.     Mr.  Bichard  Atkins  was  directed  at  the  same      179$ 
time  to  do  that  duty  until  his  return,  which,  for  the  good  of  the     26  Aug. 
sendee  in  this  colony,  I  earnestly  hope  may  be  soon. 

I  have,  <&c., 
Jno.  Hunteb. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  N.S.  Wales,  26th  Aug.,  1796. 

A  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction  having  taken  place  soon  after 
my  arrival  in  the  colony,  in  which  a  free  settler  was  plaintiff  and 
four  persons  of  the  military  were  defendants  :* 

When  the  minutes  of  this  Court  were  laid  before  me,  I  thought  A  trial  in 
there  appeared  on  the  part  of  the  defendants  so  very  indecent  a  SwS.^*^ 
degree  of  warmth,  and  a  consequent  want  of  that  respect  which  is 
at  all  times  due  to  a  Court  of  Justice,  that  I  mentioned  at  the  time 
my  determination  to  send  the  whole  proceedings  to  England,  and 
to  lay  it  before  your  Grace,  and  also  to  request  that  I  might  be 
indulged  with  the  opinion  of  the  Crown  lawyers  upon  it.  This 
trial,  my  Lord,  was,  I  believe,  amongst  the  first  of  this  kind  which 
had  happened  in  the  colony,  and  from  that  circumstance  occasioned 
considerable  bustle. 

After  the  Court  had  decided,  the  plaintiff  had  occasion  to  return, 
from  going  on  his  way  home,  and  to  claim  the  protection  of  the 
Ck)urt  from  insult  and  violence. 

One  of  the  defendants  (a  private  soldier)  was  advised  by  his  An  appeoL 
friends  to  appeal  from  the  verdict  of  the  Court.  I  say  advised,  my 
Lord,  because  the  man  did  not  appear  to  me  to  know  the  meaning, 
or  intention  of  an  appeal,  and  therefore  I  did  not  conceive  it  to 
be  a  motion  of  his  own.  The  decision  on  that  appeal  is  herewith 
inclosed. . 

I  cannot  allow  myself  to  close  a  letter  on  this  subject,  my  Lord, 
without  taking  that  opportunity  of  observing  that  I  strongly  suspect 
there  are  some  person  or  persons  in  this  colony  (whose  situa-  Antagonism 
tions  are  probably  respectable)  extremely  inimical  to  the  necessary  ^4er.*^^* 
influence  and  authority  of  the  civil  power,  and  to  that  respect 
which  is  due  from  the  public  to  the  civil  magistrates. 

I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  mention  thus  much  that  it  might 
not  create  surprise  hereafter,  should  I,  contrary  to  my  wish  or 
inclination,  have  occasion  to  be  more  circumstantial.  I  shall  be 
happy  to  understand  that  we  have  not  in  the  present  instance 
been  deficient  in  that  attention  and  justice  which  is  due  to  all  who 
decently  and  respectfully  submit  their  claims  or  complaint  to  the 
decision  of  the  law.  I  must  farther  add,  my  Lord,  that  I  look 
forward  with  hope  that  the  time  may  not  be  far  distant  when  our 
Goarts  will  be  settled  more  immediately  upon  the  plan  of  those  in 
oar  mother  country.  I  have,  Ac, 

Jno.  Huntsb. 

*  The  circamstanoeB  of  this  case  are  detailed  in  a  footnote  on  p.  389  of  VoL  ii. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Verdict  on  cask  above  alluded  to. 

The  Governor  then  delivered  his  opinion  in  the  following  words:— 

It  is  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  make  any  observations  on  the 
arguments  urged  in  this  reply,  my  judgment  in  the  cause  beiDgall 
that  is  now  wanting. 

After  a  careful!  and  most  serious  investigation  of  the  minutes 
of  the  Court  of  Civil  Judicature,  before  whom  the  cause  between 
Mr.  John  Boston,  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Laycock,  Mr.  Neil 
McKellar,  William  Faithfull,  and  William  Eaddy,  all  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Corps,  defendants,  has  been  tried,  and  the  decision 
of  the  Court  in  that  cause,  from  which  decision  William  Faithfull, 
one  of  the  defendants,  has  claimed  his  right  of  appeal  to  a  higher 
Court.  I  am  come  here  to  give  my  final  opinion  upon  that  cause— 
a  cause  which  I  conceive  to  be  of  considerable  importance  to  an 
infant  colony. 

I  have  already  said,  in  my  observations  upon  the  language  and 
opinions  held  forth  in  the  appeal,  all  that  I  conceived  necessary  U) 
impress  upon  the  minds  of  those  who  may  have  been  present  a  due 
respect  for  those  laws  by  which  everyone  in  this  colony  is  protected 
in  his  person  and  propei-ty,  and  to  satisfy  all  who,  although  residing 
here  at  present,  may  hereafter  live  in  some  other  part  of  his  Majesty's 
dominions,  that,  however  distant  from  the  mother  country,  they  are 
nevertheless  under  the  protection  of  the  British  laws,  and  that  they 
are,  whatever  may  be  their  rank  or  profession,  amenable  to  them. 

I  have  not  lightly  passed  over  or  carelessly  perused  the  minutes 
of  the  Court  in  this  cause,  but  I  have  considered  in  the  most 
serious  manner  the  very  solemn  oath  which  I  took  before  I 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  my  office  in  this  country  that  I  wou'd 
see,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  the  most  perfect  justice  admin- 
istered to  all  his  Majesty's  subjects  residing  within  this  territory. 
By  that  oath  T  am  now  to  be  governed,  and  by  the  difierent 
evidence  I  am  to  be  led  to  the  truth.  Were  my  knowledge  of 
law  equal  to  my  desire  of  justice,  and  my  powers  of  eloquence 
equal  to  my  love  of  truth,  and  if  I  were  at  this  moment  so  situated 
as  to  have  occasion  to  give  my  opinion  to  a  jury  who  were  to 
decide  in  this  cause,  I  should  have  much  to  say,  much  to  remark, 
on  some  part  of  the  evidence  given  upon  this  occasion. 

But,  as  I  stand  here,  forming  a  complete  Court  in  my  own 
person — a  situation  which,  I  confess,  I  do  not  envy,  but  from 
which  as  a  part  of  my  duty  I  will  never  shrink,  taking  justice  for 
my  object  and  conscience  for  my  guide — I  have  only,  therefore,  to 
satisfy  my  own  mind  how  far  the  verdict  appeal'd  from  has  been 
a  just  one.  It  will  on  that  account  be  wholly  unnecessary  in  me 
to  make  any  remarks  upon  the  evidence,  but  to  come  at  once  to 
the  point  cf  decision,  which  I  do  by  declaring  that,  in  my  judg- 
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ment,  the  assault  complained  of  has  been  fully  proved,  and  that  I     1706 
do  not  only  confirm  the  verdict  already  found  by  the  Court  in     seAtv. 
vhich  this  cause  was  tried,  but  I  must  aidd  that  I  have  thought  it 
a  lenient  one.  Jko.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  N.S.  Wales,  27th  Aug.,  1796.         ^J^«. 

The  many  distressed  objects  we  have  in  this  country  who  im-aiided 
have  from  time  to  time  been  invalided  from  the  military  service  •<>***'•• 
require  that  I  should  use  some  means  for  having  them  returned  to 
their  native  country,  where  it  is  not  improbable  that  some  few 
may  recover  so  &r  as  to  be  again,  at  some  future  period,  capable  of 
entering  into  its  service. 

Several  officers  also,  whose  ill-health  renders  their  continuance 
longer  here  a  certain  bar  to  any  hope  of  recovery,  and  the  con- 
tinual expence  as  well  as  burthen  to  this  colony  occasioned  by 
persons  sent  here  upon  salaries  who  have  not  yet  been  of  any  use,  Useicw 
and  who  having  served  the  time  contracted  or  agreed  for  by  **"*^**'^ 
Government  are  by  that  contract  to  be  sent  home  at  the  expence 
of  the  Grown,  and  the  probability  of  a  continuance  of  this  useless 
expence,  unless  some  means  are  attempted  for  taking  it  off,  are 
altogether  considerations  which  have  operated  strongly  with  me 
in  making  the  contract,  which  I  have  now  to  lay  before  your  Grace. 

The  Britannia,  storeship,  which  had  lately  arrived  from  Bengal,  The 
and  had  been  discharged  from  his  Majesty's  service  in  order  to  h£^" 
proceed  again  to  the  East  Indies,  where  a  cargo  for  England 
had  been  promised,  but  no  written  agreement  having  been  entered  ' 
into  for  that  purpose,  I  have  availed  myself  of  the  offer  of  that 
ship  to  sail  directly  for  England  in  his  Majesty's  service.     A 
copy  of  the  charter  is  enclos^  for  your  Grace's  inspection,  and  I 
am  hopeful,  my  Lord,  that  the  motives  which  have  induced  me  to 
take  this  step,  and  the  saving  to  be  made  by  the  early  returning  of 
useless  people  to  England  is  considered,  I  shall  not  be  censured  for 
tiie  means  I  have  used  to  exonerate  the  colony  of  the  burthen.'^ 

If  I  had  sent  the  sick  to  the  Cape  in  one  of  the  King's  ships, 
they  might  there  have  languished  in  great  distress  for  some  time 
before  any  opportunity  might  have  offered  for  their  conveyance  to 
their  native  country. 

The  different  officers  whose  names  I  have  mentioned  in  ^^7  ^^„ 
letter  No.  16t  will  return  to  England  in  the  Britannia,  except  in  the 
Mr.  Palmer,  the  Commissary,  whose  assistance  will  be  so  very  B"**""**- 
necessary  in  making  the  purchases  at  the  Cape,  whence  he  will 
take  his  passage  in  one  of  his  Majesty's  ships.     I  send  them 
thither  this  season  in  consequence  of  the  information  I  received 

'The  duiter  \»  not  ayanaUe.  The  Duke  of  Portland  disapproved  of  this  expensive 
HKihod  Hi  ooDv^inir  invalid  officers  to  EoRland.  See  his  letter  to  Hunter  of  31st  August, 
1^,  poet,  pp.  296,  297 ;  and  Hunter's  somewhat  petulant  rejoinder,  post,  p.  3S9. 

tAiite,p.85. 
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by  the  ship  Marquis  Comwallis  that  that  port  was  in  the  possession 
of  his  Majesty's  forces,  and  in  obedience  to  that  part  of  my 
instructions  from  his  Majesty  which  relates  to  the  stocking  this 
colony  ydth  live  cattle.  I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter, 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  J.  Kewton*  to  the  Rev.  R 

Johnson.  27th  August,  1796. 

I  HAD  for  some  time  been  anxious  to  hear  of  the  new  Governor's 
arrival,  and  therefore  I  rejoiced  at  the  news,  especially  to  know 
that  he  heartily  gives  you  his  countenance  and  support.  You 
have  indeed  long  had  a  trying  post,  but  the  Lord  has  upheld  you 
and  taught  you  to  profit  by  it.  And  now  I  hope  and  trust  your 
latter's  will  be  your  best  days. 

The  Governor's  stated  attendance  at  church  in  the  forenoon,  and 
his  suppressing  needless  labour  on  the  Lord's  Day,  will,  I  trust, 
have  a  visible  good  effect.  They  are  indeed  great  things,  and,  as 
you  say,  as  much  as  you  can  have  expected. 

As  your  outward  situation  becomes  more  comfortable,  the 
enemy  will  probably  change  his  ground  and  mode  of  attack.  If 
the  Lord  preserves  you  in  the  spirit  of  humble  dependance  upon 
Himself,  you  need  not  greatly  fear  what  either  men  or  devils  can 
do  against  you. 

I  believe  you  need  not  trouble  yourself  about  Major  G.  I  do 
not  think  he  has  done,  or  can  do,  you  any  harm ;  and  probably, 
though  you  have  reason  to  remember  him,  he  may  by  this  time  in 
a  manner  have  forgotten  you.  You  take  the  best  method  of 
relieving  your  own  mind  from  the  remembrance  of  his  injurious 
treatment,  and  the  best  method  of  retaliation,  by  praying  for  him. 

Your  letter  to  Mr.  Stokes  gave  a  pleasing  account  of  your 
garden  and  farm.  Methinks  I  see  you,  like  Abraham  and  Isaac, 
whom  the  Lord  blessed.  You  have  flocks,  if  not  herds,  chickens, 
and  pigs,  and  ducks,  and,  I  suppose,  men  servants  and  women 
servants.  J.  Nevtton. 


Governor  Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  Nepban. 

31  Aug.         Sir,  Reliance,  Sydney  Cove,  N.S.  Wales,  31st  Aug.,  1796. 

The  ship  Marquis  Comwallis,  in  her  way  from  Ireland  to 

TheBritish  this  Settlement,  having  touched  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  I 

atthec^pe.  received  by  letters  from  Major-General   Craig  and  Commodore 

Blankett  the  pleasing  intelligence  that  that  place  had  surrendered 

to  his  Majesty's  arms,  a  circumstance  which   is   of  particular 

consequence  to  this  distant  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions.     In 

consequence  of  that  information,  I  avail  myself  of  the  approaching 

livestock  to  season  to  send  the  King's  ships,  the  Reliance  and  Supply,  to  the 

frorn^e'      Cape,  in  order  to  execute  that  part  of  my  instructions  from  his 

c»P«-  Majesty  which  relates  to  the  stocking  this  colony  with  live  cattla 

•  Vol.  il,  p.  6  (note). 
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Of  this  circomstanoe  I  am  to  nsquest  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform      1798 
their  Lordships.     The  state  and  condition  of  the  two  ships  will  be     si  Aim* 
transmitted  &om  the  Cape  by  their  respective  commanders.     I 
am  extremely  concerned  to  say  that  the  condition  of  neither  is  so 
good  as  I  hoped  to  have  found  it     We  have  given  both  of  them 
very  considerable  repairs  since  they  have  been  here,  but  the  defect 
of  the  Supply,  whose  commander  will  not  complain  whilst  he  can  H.M.& 
make  her  swim,  is  of  such  a  nature  as  we  cannot  repair.     Her  °^'^^' 
beams,  knees,  and  timbers  are  exceedingly  rotten  and  decayed.     I 
have  inspected  them  myself,  and  speak  from  real  observation.     She 
is  an  American-built  ship,  and,  I  believe,  wholly  of  black  birch, 
which  is  a  timber  not  sufficiently  durable  for  such  a  distant 
service  as  this,  as  it  is  known  to  complain  so  veiy  suddenly  in 
warm  climates.     The  Reliance  wanted  strength,  which  we  have  h.ils. 
endeavoured  to  give  her  as  well  as  in  our  power,  but  she  is  so 
extremely  weak  in  her  whole  frame  that  it  is,  in  our  situation,  a 
difficult  matter  to  do  what  may  be  neoessaiy.     I  am  the  more 
concerned  at  the  defects  of  the  Supply  because  she  is  a  ship  so 
much  better  calculated  for  the  service  of  this  colony  than  the 
Reliance.  I  have,  &c.,        Jno.  Hunter. 

The  Dukb  op  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  Slst  August,  1796. 

Since  writing  my  letter  to  you  of  the  11th  instant  there  Biutonthe 
has  been  transmitted  to  me  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  ^^^*"^^- 
Treasuiy,  Major  Paterson's  letter  of  the  16th  September,  1795, 
enclosing  bills  drawn  on  their  Lordships  for  £21,499  9s.  dd.**^ 

I  have  already  observed  on  some  of  the  services  for  which  these 
bills  were  incurred  in  my  letter  of  the  8th  June  last  ;t  but  I 
cannot  suffer  the  Ganges  to  depart  without  expressing  my  great 
disapprobation  at  the  want  of  economy  in  the  expenditure  of  ETidenoes  of 
pnbHc  money  which  appears  in  several  particulars  of  this  account  ^jl^!^^ 
First,  the  unnecessary  quantity  of  grain  of  different  sorts,  brought 
in  the  Endeavour,  when  the  main  object  was  to  procure  breeding- 
cattle  to  stock  the  settlement  ;|   and  secondly,  the  extravagant 
prices  paid  to  individuals  for  grain  and  swine's  flesh,  when  it  PonhMinfl: 
clearly  appears  to  me  from  the  accounts  I  have  received  from  ^*^     *'"*' 
Norfolk  Island  that  the  same,  or  a  much  greater  quantity,  might 
have  been  procured  from  individuals  there  at  less^  than  one-half 
the  price,  and  with  respect  to  grain,  at  a  less  rate  than  the  grain 
brought  in  the  Endeavour  in  the  proportion  of  one-third,  exclusive 
of  what  grain  might  be  spared  from  that  raised  by  convicts  in 
Norfolk  Island. 

I  trust  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  anything  further  to 
enforce  your  immediate  attention  to  the  reduction  of  the  unwar- 
rantable expenses  which  have  been  hitherto  incurred  in  the  settle- 
ment I  am,  <&c.,         Portland. 

*  Vol.  ti,  p.  319.         t  Ante,  p.  SO.         %  OroM  to  I>undM.-VoL  il,  p.  22  and  note. 
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HISTOKICAL  RECORDS  OF  NBW  SOUTH  WALES. 


1796     .  Account  shewing  the  proportion  of  expence  of  Provisions  pur- 

a  Aag.  chased  on  account  of  Government  in  New  South  Wales,  at 

Bengal  and  Batavia,  between  the  27th  of  SepV,  1791,  and 

the  3lBt  of  August,  1796,  incurred  by  the  convicts  received 

from  Ireland  during  that  period. 


Oottof 
proTisioDS. 


Avenge  time  of  parehaae. 


17  Ifarch,  1792 

Between  21  JuIt  and  28  Dec'r,  1792 
17  Feb'y  and  17  May.  1708 
„       28  August  and  12  Oct'r,  1798 
„       12  March  and  3  July,  1794 
„       SO  Jan'y  and  18  March,  1796 
, ,       19  March  and  10  June,  1795 
„        10  June  and  4  Sep'r,  1795 
„       15  Feb'y  and  11  May,  1796 
„         2  July  and  12  AugH,  1796 

26  Aug't  and  81  Aug*!,  1795-1796 


Proportion  of  freight  of  the  Britannia,  ^ 
from  New  Souui  W^les,  to  and  from  f 
Batavia,  ohartered  from  ye  96  Aug't,  C 
1798,  to  5  July,  1794  ) 

Proportion  of  do.  from  do.,  to  and  from) 
Bengal,  chartered  from '  ye  8  May,  > 
1796,  to  the  5  June,  1796  . .  j 


III 


8,068 
2,7U 
2,714 
2,876 
2,965 
2,998 
2,986 
2,965 
2,961 
3,185 
8,020 


2,916 
2,970 


Amount 
of  purchaaes. 


£  8.  d. 

400  0  0 

18,030  18  0 

8,997  8  1| 

1,100  18  8 

9,091  0  0 

8,954  15  0 
6,401  0 


16.882  1  10 
6,819  2  1 


31,001 


3  0 
0  8 


06»107  7  4f 
2,210  7  7 


2,971  10  2 


101,289  6  1} 


HI 
104 
96 
378 
366 
355 
353 
363 
628 
745 
637 


878 


incurred  by 
thebiah 
cottvicti. 


£ 

14 

493 

324 

144 
1,206 

468 

688 
1,890 
1,067 

197 
6,538 


8.  d. 

9  5} 

17  7| 

17  9 

13  11 
17  S 

6  9 

14  3 
17  0 
13  0 

0   9 

19  2 


12,966    6    1] 


282  16   9 


411    4    S 


13,660    7   (^1 


N.B.— The  freight  of  the  Atlantic  is  included  in  the  sum  carried  out  as  the  amount  o( 
the  proviaions  purchaaed  (after  deducting  £373  9h.  Od.  at'g,  arising  from  the  damaged  grain, 
&o.,  sold  at  Syduey  by  L't  Bowen),  consequently  the  Irish  convicts  are  already  chaiged 
with  their  proportion  of  it. 

Jno.  Falmsb,  CommiBsary. 


Births. 


Account  of  Births  and  Deaths  at  Sydney,  Parramatta,  &Cj  in 
New  South  Wales,  between  1st  day  of  January,  1796,  and 
31st  day  of  August,  1796.* 


BIRTHS. 


Date. 

Name. 

Date. 

NAme. 

?6  June 

27    „ 

29    „ 
3  July 
2  Augt. 

MaUary. 

Isabella  Lyons. 

Cathe.  Twig. 

Elizth.  Laycock. 

Ellath.  Urch. 

John  Wood.                       i 

Convicts    . . 

5  Augt. 

6  „ 

u  :: 

15    „ 
8 

MUitary, 

-  Letherby. 
Thos.  Ikin. 
Wm.  Nash. 
PhoDbe  ^liitUe. 
Stephen  Naah. 

9 

*  Continued  from  VoL  ii,  p.  347. 
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Account  of  Births  and  Deaths  at  Sydney,  dec. — eonHntted. 

DEATHS. 

Date. 

Qurfity. 

Nuues. 

iJvfy 

Henry  Brewer. 

MJMjy. 

Mffltary 

Joseph  Eades. 

7Mtr. 

.. 

Richd.  HudaoD. 

27Apifl 

Thoe.  Holton. 

27    „              ..         .. 

.. 

D»Tkl  Jones. 

23Jiily 

1        ..... 

Andw.  Flshbnme. 

24    „ 

Geo.  Scotney. 

6Augt. 

tt               ••        ••        •• 

ISdwd.  HenningK 

ConoieU 11 

.     1796 

SI  Aug:. 
Deaths. 


The  I>uke  op  Portland  to  Governob  Hunter.* 

Sir,  Whitehall,  —  August,  1796. 

I  have  laid  before  the  King  your  letters  to  me  by  the 
Young  William,  of  the  25th  of  October  last,t  numbered  from  1  to  5 
inclusiTe,  with  one  (separate)  of  the  same  date,  which  were  re- 
ceived on  the  9th  inst. ;  and  I  am  so  fortunate  as  to  be  able  to 
send  you  an  answer  to  such  parts  of  them  as  appear  to  require  it 
by  the  Ganges,  transport,  which  is  upon  the  eve  of  her  departure,  ^"^*'*"  ^ 
with  two  hundred  and  four  male  convicts,  for  your  settlement.         *   *"***' 

The  present  flourishing  state  of  the  settlement  is  a  subject  of 
great  satisfaction  to  me;  and  I  have  not  now  the  smallest  doubt 
but  that  by  means  of  your  care  and  attention  in  procuring 
and  breeding  live  stock  a  very  short  time  will  suffice  to  render  a 
supply  of  salt  provisions  wholly  unnecessary.  Altho'  I  perfectly 
agree  with  you  that  the  encouragement  given  to  settlers  and  other 
individuals  is  the  surest  $ind  most  expeditious  way  of  promoting 
the  agriculture  of  the  country,  inasmuch  as  it  holds  out  a  personal 
motive  for  exertion,  I  must  remind  you  that,  at  the  same  time, 
the  interest  of  the  publick  must  not  be  lost  sight  of,  and  that  Public 
it  is-  not  reasonable  that  the  publick  should  fe^  those  convicts  blfSSlSed, 
whose  labour  it  gives  to  individuals,  and  should  afterwards  pur- 
chase the  produce  of  that  labour.  Nothing  ought  to  be  more 
TCconcUeable  than  the  public  interest  of  every  State  and  that  of 
the  individuals  who  compose  it ;  and,  as  that  union  must  be  the 
consequence  of  proper  management,  I  am  persuaded  it  cannot  be 
more  Ukely  to  be  effected  than  in  a  country  the  government  of 
which  is  placed  in  your  hands.  The  more  convicts  that  can  be 
made  over  to  individuals  and  taken  off  the  store  the  greater  will 
he  the  advantage ;  but  it  must  be  understood  that  those  indi-  not  that  of 
viduals,  of  whatever  description,  and  in  whatever  situation  they  ^ndividimta. 
may  happen  to  be,  who  take  the  convicts,  must  support  them  at 
their  own  expence,  and  must  not  be  suffered  to  receive  the  produce 


tVol  ii,pp. 


I  is  apparently  Portland's  despatch  No.  4,  referred  to  by  Hanter.— Post,  p. 
ii,  pp.  8S7,  328,  831,  382,  338. 


281. 


96 


HISTORICAL  &ECOEDS  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


1796 

Augr. 

Self- 

supporting? 

convicts. 

Salt 
providons. 
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New 
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Deficiency  in 
olflcers  to  be 
remedied. 


Expirees 


of  the  labour  of  the  convicts  at  the  cost  of  the  Crown* ;  and  as  for 
such  convicts  as  remain  unemployed  by  individuals,  they  must,  of 
course,  be  employed  in  the  manner  the  most  conducive  to  their 
own  subsistence,  without  regard  to  the  operation  it  may  have  on 
the  relative  value  of  the  produce  and  effects  of  individuals. 

The  several  quantities  of  salt  provisions  which  have  been  sent  in 
the  transports  mentioned  in  the  margin,  t  and  of  which  you  have 
received  invoices  by  my  letters  of  the  30th  of  October  and  8th  of 
June  last,  added  to  what  will  now  go  out  in  the  Ganges  (of  which 
I  shall  herewith  transmit  you  the  particulars),  will  form  alto- 
gether a  supply  for  the  settlement  for  the  whole  of  the  year  1797, 
at  least,  exclusive  of  what  may  be  obtained  in  consequence  of  the 
engagements  entered  into  with  the  master  of  the  Britannia,  and 
of  the  resources  of  the  settlement  in  respect  to  fish  (which  I  trust 
can  be  salted)  and  other  species  of  provisions,  besides  grain.  The 
great  superabundance,  moreover,  of  several  articles  of  provisions 
at  Norfolk  Island  will  allow  of  your  drawing  from  thence  such  a 
proportion  of  them  as  that  part  of  the  settlement  can  spare.  In 
short,  you  are  to  resort  to  every  practicable  measure  for  relieving 
this  country  from  the  very  great  expences  incurred  both  in  sending 
wet  provisions  from  hence  and  in  purchasing  them  from  other 
quarters,  the  latter  of  which,  I  take  it  for  granted,  will  never 
again  be  necessary. 

In  the  hope  of  enabling  you  to  employ  the  ships  under  your 
command  to  the  best  advantage  in  stocking  the  colony  with 
live  cattle,  it  is  with  particular  pleasure  I  inform  you  that 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  Island  of  Ceylon,  Cochin,  and  the 
Dutch  Settlements  in  Malacca,  now  make  a  part  of  his  Majestys 
dominions. 

In  consequence  of  what  you  represent  to  me  in  No.  2,  J  that 
there  is  a  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  to  attend  to  the 
several  duties  and  to  hold  Courts  under  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
I  will  take  into  immediate  consideration  the  means  you  propose 
to  remedy  this  evil.  To^  guard,  however,  against  any  immediate 
deficiency,  an  ensign  will  accompany  thirty  privates,  who  will* go 
by  the  same  conveyance  as  this  dispatch,  and  another  ensign  will 
follow  in  the  Britannia,  hereafter  mentioned. 

Your  conduct  with  respect  to  those  persons  whose  sentences  of 
transportation  being  expired  have  been  permitted  to  take  them- 
selves off  the  victualling  store  is  perfectly  right.  I  inust  observe 
to  you,  however,  that  they  should  not  be  suffered  to  commit  such 
serious  offences  as  you  mention,  with  impunity  ;  and  that  neglect 

^  Hunter  proposed  to  establish  a  modified  sj'stero,  by  redadng  the  number  of  convicts 
allowed  to  the  officers. —Ante,  p.  85. 

t  The  Ceres  sailed  from  Deptford  the  22nd  July,  1796.  The  Uarquis  Comwallis  sailed 
from  Cork  the  7th  Ausrust,  1795.  The  Indispensable  sailed  from  Deptford  the  22nl  October, 
1795.    The  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Sylph  sailed  from  Portsmouth  the  27th  June,  1790. 

X  Vol  ii,  p.  328. 
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in  brioging  them  to  justice  cannot  but  endanger  the  tranquillity,       1796 
good  order,  and  security  of  the  whole  settlement.*  j^^^ 

In  consequence  of  your  representation  in  No.  4,t  that  further  ^^  — 
surgical  assistance  is  wanted,  I  have  signified  to  Mr.  White  the  whfte  to 
absolute  necessity  of  his  returning  to  the  settlement  immediately,  J^In?.^' 
or  of  bis  relinquishing  his  appointment.     This  circumstance,  how- 
erer,  will  not  prevent  my  looking  out  for  a  proper  person,  at  all 
events;  and  I  flatter  myself  that  I  shall  be  able  to  send  you,  by 
the  present  conveyance,  an  assistant  surgeon  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Assistant 
J.  Irving ;  and  another  by  the  Britannia,  transport,  destined  to  ^^'^^l 
cany  two  hundred  convicts  from  Ireland,  andf  which  will  very 
shortly  proceed  to  Cork  for  that  purpose  with  a  guard  of  thirty 
men  and  an  ensign. 

A  supply  of  medicines  of  the  best  quality,  from  Apothecary's  Medidnes 
Hall,  was  sent  in  the  Indispensable,  with  a  proper  invoice,  inclosed  ■*°'" 
in  a  letter  to  you  from  Mr.  King,  of  the  5th  of  November  last. 

Mr.  Thomas  Clarke,  superintendant  of  convicts,  may  be  dis- 
charged, and  have  leave  to  return  home;  and  you  are  at  liberty  to 
continue  Mr.  Walter  Broady  in  his  present  employment  of  super- 
mtendant  of  the  working  smiths  so  long  as  you  shall  judge  it 
necessary. 

In  the  next  year's  estimate  of  the  civil  establishment  of  New 
Soath  Wales  I  shall  propose  an  additional  Deputy  Commissary 
and  two  additional  storekeepers  to  be  provided  for.  At  the  same 
time  I  rely  on  your  making  every  practicable  retrenchment,  and  Retrench- 
that  you  will  relieve  the  establishment  from  the  expence  of  every  S^Sasary. 
useless  and  unnecessary  person  now  employed,  who  should  be 
discharged  and  sent  home  immediately  if  on  the  regular  estab- 
lishment, and  if  employed  under  a  contract  or  agreement  with 
Government,  then  as  soon  as  ever  the  time  for  which  such  person 
was  employed  is  expired. 

The  Ganges  takes  out  121,289  pounds  of  beef  and  40,522  pounds  Pro\isions 
of  pork  for  the  use  of  the  settlement,  exclusive  of  the  necessary  ca^M. 
quantity  for  the  consumption  of  the  convicts  during  their  voyage, 
and  for  nine  months  after  their  arrival.  The  above  quantity  of 
beef  and  pork,  added  to  the  quantity  sent  by  the  Prince  of  Wales 
and  Sylph,  transports,  is  calculated  as  making  together  a  twelve- 
month's supply  for  the  settlement.! 

I  inclose  you  a  list  of  the  convicts  which  go  by  this  conveyance, 
with  the  original  contracts  entered  into  by  Thomas  Fatrickson,  the 
owner  of  the  Ganges,  for  their  safe  delivery  in  New  South  Wales, 

*  Sea  Hooter  to  PorUand,  YoL  U,  p.  334. 

t  lb.,  p.  332. 

Serf.  Pork. 

t  Prince  of  Wales        111,216 261,078 

Sytph  245,280 243,840 

Oeogee  121,289 40,622 

477,785  646,040 

VOL.  Ill — G 
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vu:e  White, 
Chief 
Burgeon. 


Tlie  Scotch 
Martyrs 


most  serve 

full 

sentences. 


together  with  his  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  for  the  transporta- 
tion to  New  South  Wales  of  such  of  the  convicts  whose  sentences 
required  such  order. 

In  a  letter  I  have  received  from  Lieutenant-Governor  King, 
dated  the  5th  of  October  last,  he  informs  me  that  some  convicts 
whose  terms  of  transportation  have  been  long,  expired,  and  who 
have  always  conducted  themselves  with  propriety,  have  felt  much 
disappointed  in  not  being  allowed  to  leave  the  island  in  the 
Asia,  which  he  says  he  could  not  permit  without  departing  from 
Lieutenant-Governor  Grose's  oixlers.  I  therefore  desire  you  will 
not  lose  a  moment's  time  in  informing  him  that  in  cases  where 
the  terms  for  which  convicts  have  been  transported  are  e3q)ired 
the  law  has  not  vested  him  with  any  discretionary  power  what- 
ever, and  that  it  is  his  duty  to  permit  such  convicts  to  depart 
whenever  they  chuse  it,  unless  they  happen  to  be  legally  detained 
in  consequence  of  some  new  oflfence. 

Since  writing  the  above,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
appoint  Mr.  Balmain  chief  surgeon,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  White, 
who  declines  returning  to  the  settlement,  and  I  hereby  acquaint 
you  that  his  Commission  may  be  taken  out  by  any  person  he  may 
appoint  for  that  purpose.*  His  Majesty  has  also  appointed  Mr. 
Mileham  an  assistant  surgeon.  That  gentleman  goes  out  in  the 
Ganges,  and  has  the  medical  care  of  the  convicts. 

Portland. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  August,  1 796.1 

In  answer  to  your  letter,  marked  separate,  of  the  25 th 
of  October  last,  J  inclosing  one  from  Messrs.  Muir,  Palmer,  and 
Skirving,  on  the  subject  of  their  several  sentences,  I  am  to  inform 
you  that  I  lost  no  time  in  transmitting  copies  of  those  papers 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Justiciary, 
in  order  that  they  may  report  to  me,  for  his  Majesty's  infor- 
mation, which,  together  with  such  directions  as  the  case  shall  be 
found  to  require,  I  shall,  I  trust,  be  able  to  forward  to  you  by  the 
Britannia.  It  may  not,  however,  be  amiss  to  observe  to  you  tlmt 
in  no  case  whatever  can  any  of  those  persons  return  either  to 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland  until  the  times  for  which  they  have 
been  respectively  sentenced  are  elapsed  ;  for  altho'  Ireland  is 
not  mentioned  in  their  sentences,  you  will  nevertheless  observe 
that  by  the  Act  of  the  25th  of  Geo.  Ill,  chap.  46,  section  3, 
it  is  enacted  that  if  any  offender  or  offenders  who  shall  be  so 
ordered  by  such  Court,  as  is  therein  aforesaid,  to  be  transported 
beyond  the  seas,  or  who  shall  agree  to   transport    himself  or 

*  Mr.  Balmain's  Comminion  will  be  found  on  p.  70,  ante. 

t  The  exact  date  of  this  letter  is  not  given  :  ap]>arently  it  is  the  separate  one  of  22nd 
Au^st,  1706,  mentioned  by  Hunter,  post,  p.  232  (note). 
:  Vol.  ii,  p.  882. 
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herself  on  certain  conditions,  either  for  life  or  any  number  of      1786 
years  to  any  such  place  or  places,  part  or  parts,  as  shall  be      Aug. 
appointed  by  his  Majesty  in  manner  as  is  therein  aforesaid,  shall  p^^JZ", 
))e  afterwards  at  large  within  any  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  abacondini;. 
Britain  or  Ireland,  without  some  lawful  cause,  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  for  which  such  offender  or  offenders  shall  have 
been  ordered  to  be  transported  beyond  the  seas,  or  shall  have  so 
agreed  to  transport  himself  or  herself,  as  is  therein  aforesaid, 
being  thereof  lawfully  convicted,  shall  suffer  death,  as  in  cases  of 
felony,  without  ben^t  of  clergy,  by  the  law  of  £ngland ;  and 
such  offender  or  offenders  being  so  found  at  large  within  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland  may  and  shall  be  tried 
there,  before  any  Court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  for  the  trial  of 
the  original  offence.*  Portland. 


Account  of  Live  Stock  in  the  Possession  of,  and  Land  in  Cultiva-  i  sept 
tion  by,  Government  and  the  Officers,  Civil  and  Military,  uve  stock 
1st  Sept.,  1796. 


and 
cultlration. 


To  whom           1"?» 
bd«,gi„g.          H^ 

C0W8       Bu»g    , 
and  Cow  and  Bull    Oxen. 
Cklves.    Calves. 

Sheep. 

Goats. 

1  Land  In 
Hogs.     Culti- 
vation. 

1 

OlBoen,  Civil  and 
Military . . 

Total  of    GoTcm- 
mentandOfficen 

ToSetUm 

14 
43 

«7 
S4 

37 
37' 

46 
6 

IDl 
1,310 

Ill 
1,176 

50 
880 

acres. 
1,700* 

1,172'' 

57 

101 

74 

52 

1,601 
80 

1,287 
140 

048 
021 

2,872 
2,547* 

57 

101 

74 

52 

1,581 

1.427 

1,860 

5,410 

^  Oar  vealcneaB  in  public  laborers  and  the  many  buildinjrs  we  are  so  much  in  want  of 
cecarions  the  land  cleared  by  Government  to  be  unemployed  this  year. 
» About  foar-fifths  of  this  is  now  sown  with  wheat. 
'  Uuch  timber  cut  down,  but  not  burnt  off. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  1st  Sept.,  1796.         isept. 

The  inclosed  letter  I  received  very  lately  from  Mr.  Palmer, 
the  Commissary  of  this  settlement,  and  I  must  acknowledge  that 
I  have  long  seen  the  difficulty  attending  that  mode  of  keeping  his  Method  ot 
accounts  of  which  he  complains ;  but  when  those  instructions  jJSounto 
were  received  no  difficulty  did  then  exist,  because  the  numbers 
were  few.  If  the  colony  should  at  any  future  period  consist  of 
ten  thousand  people,  that  number  will  be  nearly  equal  to  the 


•  Post,  p.  111. 
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complement  of  twelve  first-rate  ships  of  war,  to  each  of  which 
there  would  be  a  purser,  and  sufficient  business  for  him ;  if,  thei^ 
fore,  it  is  expected  that  the  Commissary  of  the  colony  is  to  con- 
tinue to  keep  his  accounts  in  the  same  way  that  a  purser  in  the 
Navy  does,  which  will  make  them  very  voluminous,  it  wiH  be 
necessary  that  he  should  have  much,  assistance,  as,  in  addition  to 
the  victualling  and  cloathing  accounts,  he  must  also  attend  to  the 
receipts  and  expenditure  of  every  other  species  of  stores.  I  b^, 
my  Lord,  to  submit  Mr.  Palmer's  letter  to  your  Grace's  perusal, 
and  if  further  information  on  the  subject  of  it  shall  be  thoaght 
necessary,  he  will  be  on  the  spot  to  explain. 

I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Huntxb. 
[EncloBure.] 

Commissary  Palmer  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  29th  August,  1796. 

I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Excellency  the  orders  which 
I  received  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Grose  relative  to  the  manner 
of  my  keeping  the  public  accounts  of  this  colony,  as  Commissary 
of  Stores  and  Provisions,  and  to  point  out  to  you  the  extent  of 
those  orders. 

The  manner  in  which  I  was  then  ordered  to  keep  the  accounts* 
is  like  unto  that  of  a  purser  of  a  man-of-war,  the  executing  of 
which,  for  the  comparatively  small  number  of  a  ship's  company, 
might  be  easily  accomplished,  but  when  the  numbers  to  be 
accounted  for  are  from  three  to  four  thousand  persons,  the  books 
then  required  to  be  kept  become  very  extensive,  particularly  those 
of  the  slop  and  victualling  accounts. 

I  must  further  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  my  duty  as  Com- 
missary is  something  more  than  that  of  a  purser,  from  being 
obliged  to  keep  a  particular  account  of  all  kinds  of  stores  received 
and  expended  in  the  colony,  and  to  transmit  accounts  of  all 
ordnance,  naval,  victualling,  and  hospital  stores,  that  may  be 
received  and  issued  to  the  different  Boards ;  all  which  must 
necessarily  occasion  a  vast  deal  of  time  and  require  a  great 
allowance  of  stationery. 

It  is  necessary  likewise  to  mention  that  should  a  greater  number 
of  persons  be  sent  to  this  colony  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to 
keep  the  accounts  in  the  manner  I  am  directed,  unless  Government 
are  pleased  to  appoint  a  sufficient  number  of  persons  qualified  to 
assist  in  the  Commissary's  department,  which  assistance  I  have  no 
doubt  but  your  Excellency  will  see  the  necessity  of,  from  our  settle- 
ments being  so  divided,  and  the  impossibility  from  the  distance 
they  are  from  head-quarters  of  their  being  directly  under  the  eye 
of  the  Commissary. 

*  The  infltructioDS  rabflequently  faniecl  to  Polmer  u  Gommiauy  will  be  found  $X  pp- 
500-608,  post. 
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I  must  farther  add,  from  the  encrease  of  the  irambers  sinoe  my      1796 
appointment  in  the  colony,  which  has  brought  on  a  very  heavy     i  g^p^ 
business  in  the  department,  and  from  Governor  Phillip  having       — -r 
been  pleased  to  assure  me,  on  giving  me  that  appointment,  that  pay. 
mj  stdary  was  small,  but  that  I  was  not  to  ooaander  it  as  an  object, 
for  after  havingserved  two  or  three  years  I  should  then  have  a  claim 
on  Government  for  something  better.     I  must  beg  leave  to  men- 
tion to  your  Excellency  that  I  have  been  upwards  of  six  years  P»ime''« 
the  Commissary,  and  have  served  in  his  Majesty's  navy  twenty- 
two  years  prior  to  my  appointment  here,  and  that  I  have  no  one 
emolmnent  except  that  of  my  salary  of  ten  shillings  per  diem, 
which  in  this  country  will  go  but  a  very  little  way  in  supporting 
me  and  my  family.     Situated  as  I  am,  I  believe  I  may  venture  to 
say  that  no  Ck)mmissary  under  the  Crown,  even  where  there  is 
not  anything  like  the  duty  to  do,  but  has  a  greater  salary,  or  some 
emolnments  which  makes  the  appointment  better. 

By  representing  the  above  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  He  decree 
as  dissatisfied  with  my  situation ;  having  been  brought  up  under  the  lervice.^ 
Government  from  a  very  early  period,  I  ever  wish  to  remain  in 
his  Majesty's  service,  and  will  content  myself  with  whatever  salary 
m}'  situation  may  be  thought  to  merit. 

I  have  now  only  to  beg  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
repr^ent  to  the  Bight  Hon'ble  the  Lords  CommiBsioners  of  his 
Majesty's  Treasury  my  services  as  Commissary  of  Stores  and  Pro- 
visions in  this  colony  in  the  light  you  may  see  them  in,  which  I  hope 
will  induce  their  Lordships  to  consider  my  services,  and  grant  me 
sach  addition  to  my  salary  as  they  may  be  pleased  to  deem  proper. 

I  have,  &Cj 

Jno.  Palmeb,  Commissary. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  2nd  Sept,  1796.  2  8«pt 

An  American  ship*  having  stopped  here  for  refreshment  in  Purehasinsr 
her  way  to  Manilla  and  China,  upon  my  receiving  information  of  "^^^ 
what  her  cargo  consisted  I  found  some  articles  which  the  colony 
▼as  in  want  of,  and  the  probability  there  appeared  from  the  latest 
accoants  of  the  political  state  of  Europe,  and  the  continuance  of 
▼ar,  that  in  the  hurry  of  the  public  concerns  of  the  nation  we 
might  not  be  so  early  supplied  from  home  as  our  necessities  might 
require,  and  as  I  found  some  of  the  articles  were  probably  not  so 
expensive  taken  in  this  way  as  they  might  have  at  this  time  proved 
to  Government  if  sent  from  England,  I  judged  it  right  to  direct 
the  Commissary  to  purchase  one  hundred  tierces  of  beef,  the  same 
number  of  pork,  ten  tons  of  iron,  and  a  few  smaller  articles,  all 
which  will  be  particularly  specified  and  accounted  for  in  the  Com- 

*  The  Gmad  Tttrk,  from  BoitoD.    She  arrived  SSrd  Angost,  1796. 
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1796  missary's  vouchers  and  accounts.  Tho  beef  and  pork,  my  Lord,  I 
2  Sept  .  have  taken  to  prevent  as  long  as  possible  the  shortening  the  ration 
of  that  article,  because  I  have  already  seen  the  consequence  of 
such  necessity  has  generally  been  the  destruction  of  our  live  stock, 
which  it  is  my  wish  to  preserve  and  encourage  the  care  of  for  some 
time  longer,  when  it  will  not  then  be  so  injurious  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  colony  as  it  would  be  whilst  it  is  yet  but  scarce.   I  have,  Jbc, 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 
5  Sept.         My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  5th  Sept,  1796. 

Mutiny  on  Having  mentioned  in  my  letter  No.  8*  that  upon  the  arrival 

GomwSfa!*  ^^  *^®  ^^^P  Marquis  Cornwallis  in  this  port  with  convicts  from 
Ireland  and  a  few  recruits  for  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  I  had 
received  information  that  a  daring  and  dangerous  insurrection  had 
been  plan'd  on  board  her  during  her  voyage  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  possession  of  the  ship  and  murdering  the  officers,  upon 
the  application  of  Mr.  Michael  Hogan,  her  commander,  I  instituted 
such  enquiry  as  it  was  in  my  power  to  direct  before  the  departure 
of  the  ship  from  hence,  and  the  enclosed  papers  are  the  result  of 
that  examination.  I  have,  iS^c., 

[Enclosure.]  ^^O.  HuNTKR. 

Judge- Advocate  Collins  and  Mr,  W.  Balmain  to  Governor 

Hunter. 
Sir,  Sydney,  30th  April,  1796. 

The  We  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  the  accompanying  deposi- 

acSon" "  tions  and  papers,  from  a  careful  examination  of  which  we  have 
Justified.  no  difficulty  in  saying  that  we  think  Mr.  Hogan,  situated  as  he 
found  himself,  with  a  dangerous  conspiracy  in  his  ship  on  the 
point  of  breaking  out,  and  headed  by  some  of  the  most  daring  and 
desperate  offenders  that  the  jails  of  Ireland  could  produce,  could 
scarcely  have  acted  otherwise  than  he  did,  and  we  are  of  opinion 
that  nothing  but  the  steps  he  took  ensured  the  safety  of  the  ship, 
and  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  all  on  board. 

It  does  not  appear  to  us  that  there  was  any  improper  inter- 
ference with  the  military  guard  on  board  on  the  part  of  Sir. 
Hogan.  We  have,  &c., 

David  Collins. 
[Enclosure.]  W.  Balmain. 

Conspiracy  to  seize  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

21st  March,  1796. 
Cumberland,  )^  At  a  meeting  of  two  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of 
to  wit       j      the  Peace. 

Present : — The  Judge- Advocate  and  William  Balmain,  Esq. 
«j^n^?nkij?    Lawrence  Gaffiiey,  private  in  the  New   South  Wales   Corps, 
the  mutiny,  came  before  them  and  made  oath  that  he  came  out  in  the  ship 

*  Ante,  p.  S2. 
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M&rquis  Comwallis  from  Ii*eland  to  this  country,  commanded  by      1796 

Capt  Hogan;  that  there  was  on  board  the  said  ship  two  officers  of      ssept. 

the  said  corps,  Ensign  Brabyn  and  Ensign  Moora     That  after  he 

had  been  put  into  confinement  he  heard  that  there  had  been  a  ^Jjj)^j„ 

conspiracy  to  take  the  ship — he  had  not  heard  of  it  before.     That  inms! 

he  was  confined  upon  the  poop  during  six  days,  but  cannot  say 

by  whose  order,  whether  his  own  officers'  or  the  captain's.     His 

own  officers  were  present.      He  was  confined  in  irons,  but  was 

not  acquainted  with  the  cause.     That  orders  were  given  to  some 

midshipmen  who  had  the  charge  of  him  to  cut  him  down  if  he 

attempted  to  speak.     That  he  was  brought  down  from  the  poop  at 

the  time  the  Serjeant  was  undergoing  his  punishment — he  supposes 

for  the  purpose  of  hearing  what  the  serjeant  might  say  of  him. 

That  on  the  Serjeant's  frequently  saying  he  had  nothing  against  ^^  •*^^""\ 

him,  Capt.   Hogan  told  him  he  supposed  he  was  a  Freemason,  rcceivod. 

That  one  of  the  convicts  laid  some  accusation  against  him,  but  he 

knows  not  what,  as  he  was  upon  the  poop  at  the  time.     That  the 

Serjeant,  after  being  punished,  was  ordered  forward  to  have  his  hair 

eat  off  and  to  be  ironed.     That  the  carpenter  asking  Capt  Hogan 

if  the  Serjeant  should  be  ironed  alone,  Capt.  Hogan  told  him  no, 

be  had  a  comrade  for  him,  and  ordered  him  forward  to  have  his 

head  shaved  and  to  be  ironed  to  the  serjeant,  which  was  done. 

He  being  handcuffed,  thumbscrewed,  and  leg-bolted  to  him,  they  2^n^h^*J^ 

were  sent  down  into  the  prison  amongst  the  convicts,  where  he  soldier. 

remained  ironed  in  this  manner  to  the  serjeant  until  he  died, 

which  was  in  nine  days.     Thfit  on  his  death  Capt.  Hogan  himself 

ordered  him  to  be  ironed  to  one  of  the  convicts,  in  which  situation 

he  remained  from  Jthe  month  of  September  until  the  month  of 

February  last,  when  he  was  r0leased.     That  ho  received  no  other 

than  the  ration  of  provisions  which  was  served  to  the  convicts. 

That  he  understood  from  them  the  ration  allowed  by  Government 

was  not  issued  to  them  as  it  ought  to  have  been.     That  he  is  certain  ^^  pro^<»8«8 

he  never  gave  any  cause  for  the  treatment  he  received,  nor  was  he  innocence. 

erer  acquainted  with  the  cause  either  by  his  officers  or  by  Capt. 

Hogan.     He  was  told  by  several  of  the  convicts  that  the  prisoner 

who  had  accused  him  was  a  man  who  had  taken  several  men's  lives 

away  in  Ireland.     That  he  attributes  all  his  miseries  and  sufferings 

to  the  said  Capt.  Hogan.     That  he  has  nothing  to  say  against  his 

own  officers.     That  during  the  time  he  was  in  irons  he  had  the 

scurvy  very  bad  in  his  legs,  and  applied  to  have  his  irons  taken 

off,  but  was  refused  by  Captain  Hogan,  who  released  some  of  the  S^SjJJllJf 

prisoners,  but  continued  him  in  irons  until  they  eat  an  hole  in  one  Hogan's 

of  his  legs.     That  on  Christmas  Day  last  he  protested  his  innocence  *'^^°**°*- 

to  the  capt.,  who  told  him  to  get  ready  his  evidence  to  prove  it 

when  he  arrived  at  New  South  Wales. 

James  Martin,  private  in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  made  ^»n« 
oath,  that  the  serjeant  and  Lawrence  Gaffney  were  ironed  together, 
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1796      but  he  does  not  know  by  whose  order.     That  he  was  punished  alter 

5  s^t     ^^6  Serjeant  had  received  his  punishment ;  both  punishments  vere 

ordered  by  Ensign  Brabyn.    Gaffiiey  was  not  punished ;  he  knows 

Pmiished      that  he  was  ironed  to  the  serjeant  and  sent  below,  but  cannot  say 

below.         by  whose  order.     He  was  sent  below  himself  after  he  had  been 

punished ;  that  ihe  captain  and  Mr.  Brabyn  came  forward  in  the 

evening  to  the  forecastle  and  ordered  him  and  a  soldier  of  the 

name  of  Bullock  down  into  the  prison;  that  the  cause  of  his 

being  punished  was  having  said  to  the  other  soldiers  that  they 

were  to  blame,  or  foolish,  to  do  any  other  duty  on  board  than 

that  of  the  King's — ^to  guard  the  prisoners  on  board.      That  he 

knows  of  no  ill-usage  received  by  GaiFney  while  on  board  the 

ship  at  the  instigation  of  Captain  Hogan  or  his  oBaeacs,  except 

that  of  being  ironed  to  the  serjeant  and  sent  below.      That  he 

was  punished  twice  while  on  board — the  first  time  for  the  cause 

already  stated;  the  second  time  happened  in  oonsequence  of  Gapt 

Hogan's  having  said  something  injurious  of  one  of  his  officers^ 

He  communicated  it  to  Mr.  Moore,  who,  the  next  morning,  told 

Capt.  Hogan  of  it,  on  which  Capt.  Hogan  denied  his  ever  saying 

anything  injurious  of  the  officer,  and  ordered  him  to  be  punished 

by  the  boatswain  of  the  ship,  telling  him  he  would  shew  him  the 

difference  between  a  sailor's  and  a  soldier's  hand.    He  receiv^ed 

FiogiBfed  by   two  dozen  lashes.     His  officers  were  present,  who  did  not  object ; 

captoin!  ***^  ^®  heard  no  remarks  from  them.     He  begged  not  to  be  punished, 

but  to  be  confined  until  he  arrived  here,  but  his  request  was  not 

complied  with.     That  he  lived  a  month  on  the  conviots'  ration. 

That  he  remembers  Capt.  Hogan's  promising  to  interest  himself 

about  getting  their  accounts  settled  before  they  sailed,  dedanng 

he  would  not  go  to  sea  until  they  were  settled.     He  believes  that 

they  were  settled  in  consequence  of  that  interference.     That  they 

were  victualled,  from  his  embarkation  to  the  time  of  their  leaving 

The  ration.    Cork,  the  same  as  the  seamen — fresh  mutton,  bread,  &c.     That  at 

the  Cape  they  were  victualled  with  fresh  mutton  and  bread.     That 

they  had  6fi).  of  bread  between  four  men  every  day  in  the  week. 

William  William  Kellow,  private  in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  deposed 

Keiiow         Qj^  oath,  that  the  serjeant,  Gaffiiey,  and  Martin,  were  one  morning 

during  the  voyage  confined  upon  the  poop,  where  he  remained  a 

few  days.   That  he  was  brought  down  from  thence  on  being  accused 

accused  of    of  having  been  concerned  with  the  prisoners  in  a  conspiracy  to 

conspiracy.   ^^^  ^j^^  ^.p      That  the  Serjeant  and  Martin  being  punifdied, 

Gaffiiey  was  questioned.    That  he  denied  knowing  anything  of  the 

business,  after  which  he  was  ordered  forward  to  have  Ms  head 

shaved  and  to  be  ironed.     That  he  thinks  Mr.  Brabyn  gave  the 

order.  That  three  days  before  the  serjeant  died  he  happened  to  be 

in  the  prison,  and  saw  at  that  time  the  serjeant  ironed  to  Gaffiiey ; 

that  when  the  seijeant  was  dead  he  saw  Gaffiiey  separated  from 

him.    That  he  believes  a  conspiracy  existed  to  take  the  ship.   That 
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it  was  carried  on  amongst  the  conTicts  on  board,  whom  he  has      17M 
heard  say  that  the  serjeant  was  the  only  soldier  who  knew  any-     5  ^^^ 
thing  of  it.    That  he  afterward  observed  the  serjeant  talking  to  the  «^J^ 
convicts  more  than  beoame  a  non-oommissioned  officer,  but  he  never  acoDsptnu^. 
saw  Gafihey  talking  to  them.    That  he  has  heard  Qafihey  complain 
of  the  scarvy.     That  he  has  nothing  to  complain  of  in  regard  to 
Oapt  Hogan,  whom  he  never  saw  behave  ill  to  the  detachment ;  Speaks  wen 
that  Capt.  Hogan,  in  general,  always  consulted  the  officers  of  the  cL^Sn. 
corps  in  whatever  he  did  respecting  the  detachment     He  once 
flowed  a  soldier,  by  his  own  <»der,  for  striking  a  boy  with  a 
bayonet ;  the  officers  were  present.    That  Capt  Hogan  once  ordered 
him  to  be  punished  for  not  doing  his  duty  when  oentinel  over  the 
prisoners  at  a  time  when  a  razor  was  stolen. 

Samuel  Baxter,  George  Harley,  Noah  Trump,  Charles  Stntt,  Evidence  of 
and  Brian  O'Donnell,  privates,  beong  sworn,  dep^red  that  they  did  g^lfen. 
not  receive  their  whole  allowance  of  butter  and  cheese.   That  they 
had  several  fresh  meals  while  at  sea.   That  Capt.  Hogan  ordered  tea 
and  sugar  for  several  who  were  sicL 

Samuel  Baxter  particularly  deposed  that  he  had  heard  Capt.  The 
Hogan  order  the  serjeant  from  the  poop,  and  order  him  to  be  ^SSS£d. 
tied  up.     Does  not  recollect  who  ordered  him  to  be  punished. 
That  when  it  was  over  the  serjeant  was  sent  forward,  and  his 
head  was  shaved  by  this  deponent.     That  he  heard  there  was  a 
conspiracy  to  take  the  ship,  and  he  believed  there  was  such  a 
conspiracy.     That  the  convicts  who  came  out  in  the  Comwallis 
were  a  desperate  set  of  villains.     That  he  remembers  during  the 
time  the  serjeant  was  undergoing  his  punishment  he  applied  to 
Captain  Hogan  for  mercy,  and  was  answered  :  "  It  is  not  I  who 
punish  yon,  but  your  officera     When  you  come  to  Botany  Bay 
yon  may  apply  to  me  for  mercy."     That  at  the  time  Martin  was 
poniahed  the  soldiers  in  general  declared  with  one  voice  that  he  a  soldier 
was  too  bad  a  character  to  associate  with,  and  they  all  voted  for  *********** 
his  being  sent  below. 

Biyan  CDonnell  particularly  deposed  that  Martin  instigated 
him  to  refuse  being  planted  centinel  while  at  Cork,  which  was 
the  occasion  of  his  being  tried  by  a  General  Court-martial  and 
sentenced  800  lashes,  150  of  which  he  received. 

John  Brabyn,  ensign  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  deposed,  En«ign 
upon  oath,  that  he  came  out  in  the  Marquis  Comwallis  from  B»*»y"- 
Ireland,  having  the  command  of  the  detachment  of  the   New 
South  Wales  Corps  on  board,  consisting  of  2  ensigns,  1  seijeant, 
1  corporal,  and  26  privates.      That  somewhere  about  the  Cape  de 
Yerd  Islands  there  was  a  report  of  a  conspiracy  on  board  to  take  ibe 
the  ship.     It  was  first  said  to  exist  amongst  the  prisoners,  male  «wn*»<7- 
and  female  convicts  from  Ireland,  230  or  thereabouts.     That  on 
his  bdng  called  into  the  cabin  by  Capt.  Hogan,  in  the  presence 
of  Mr.  W.  Eoberts,  a  midshipman,  to  hear  the  information  of 
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5  Sept. 


Supplying 
the  convicts 
with  knives. 


The 

sergeant 

confined. 

Treatment 
of  Lawrence 
Gaffney 


and  of 
James 
Mvtin. 


Communi- 
cating with 
convicts. 


The  captain 
txonerated. 


Patrick  Hughes  (a  convict),  he  was  then  told  by  Hughes  that  the 
Serjeant  was  at  the  head  of  a  gang  of  desperate  offenders  who 
were  to  take  the  ship.  That  he  was  the  more  readily  inclined 
to  believe  this  from  the  former  conduct  of  the  serjeant.  The 
Serjeant  received  from  him  wldle  laying  at  the  Cove  of  Cork  four 
clasped  knives.  That  after  they  had  sailed  a  month  he  applied  to 
him,  and  said  he  had  lost  his  knives,  and,  as  gnawing  his  meat 
like  a  dog  was  what  he  had  not  been  used  to,  he  asked  him 
for  two  more  knives,  which  he  gave  him.  That  evening  Capt. 
Hogan  received  information  that  the  serjeant  was  to  send  down 
amongst  the  prisoners  six  knives,  for  which  he  had  received  money. 
That  on  this  report  he  thought  it  necessary  to  have  an  inspection 
to  see  what  knives  were  amongst  the  serjeant  and  men.  That  on 
the  serjeant  he  found  the  six  clasped  knives ;  he  had  also  spiked 
up  the  touch-holes  of  six  firelocks;  he  had  also  stolen  some  sheets. 
These  circumstances  induced  him  to  credit  Hughes's  information, 
on  which  account,  on  consulting  with  Captain  Hogan,  the  oiiicers, 
seamen,  <kc.,  in  the  ship,  he  was  ordered  into  confinement.^ 

That  Lawrence  Gaffney  received  no  ill-treatment  while  on 
board  the  ship.  As  to  his  being  confined  and  chained  to  the 
serjeant  while  he  died,  he  cannot  say  that  lie  was  positively,  but 
he  thinks  he  was  not;  that  he  was  brought  upon  deck  to  be 
dressed,  and  does  not  recollect  seeing  Gaffney  with  him.  That 
having  been  sent  for  by  Gaffney  while  in  prison,  he  told  him  who 
his  enemy  was.  That  he  had  accused  him  of  speaking  to  the 
convicts  at  the  hatchway.  That  he  might  be  innocent,  which 
would  appear  hereafter.  That  he  is  positive  the  soldiers  were  never 
wronged  out  of  their  allowance,  neither  were  the  prisoners.  That 
as  to  the  last  punishment  of  Jas.  Martin,  it  was  done  by  consult- 
ing with  him  and  the  other  officer,  and  not  at  all  the  particular 
order  of  Capt.  Hogan ;  and  that  no  soldier  was  ever  punished  but 
with  the  advice  and  knowledge  of  himself  and  the  other  officer. 

The  information  given  against  Gaffney  stated  that  he  was  hold- 
ing communication  with  the  convicts  in  council  with  the  serjeant, 
and  was  to  supply  them  with  knives,  and  to  assist  them  in  getting 
on  deck.  At  the  inspection  he  did  not  find  any  knives  upon  him. 
He  was  confined  on  the  information  of  Nich.  Coghlin  and  another 
convict 

That  nothing  but  the  steps  they  took  could  have  saved  the  ship, 
and  to  which  they  were  impelled  by  necessity,  their  situation  being 
so  desperate  as  to  require  desperate  remedies. 

That  he  never  saw  Capt.  Hogan  ill-treat  or  use  with  any  d^ree 
of  cruelty  any  of  the  soldiers  of  the  ship.  The  soldiers  never 
complained  to  him  of  anything  but  of  being  obliged  to  watch. 
This  consisted  only  in  now  and  then  pulling  a  rope,  or  getting  up 
their  own  water,  &c. 


MUTINY  ON  A  TRANSPORT.  107 

William  Moore,  ensign  in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  deposed,       1790 
upon  oath,  that  he  came  into  this  country  in  the  Marquis  Com-      5  g^pu 
wallis,  transport     That  at  the  time  the  ship  was  nearly  crossing      . — 
the  line  he  heard  of  a  conspiracy  amongst  the  convicts  and  soldiers  Moore! 
to  take  the  ship.     He  heard  that  the  serjeant  of  the  party  was  to 
furnish  the  convicts  with  arms  and  knives,  the  latter  to  saw  off 
their  ii-ons.     The  convicts  were  to  be  let  upon  deck  by  the  serjeant, 
who  was  to  prevent  the  guard  from  firing  upon  them.     That  sik 
knives  were  found  in  his  knapsack  on  inspecting  it,  altho'  the  Evidence 
evening  before  be  had  applied  to  Ensign  Brabyn  for  two  knives,  ^Mpiracy. 
stating  that  he  had  none.     That  on  this  information  the  people  of 
the  ship  were  assembled  and  made  acquainted  with  it    Sevei-al  cir- 
camstances  came  out  against  the  serjeant  which  corroborated  the  The 
information  of  his  being  at  the  head  of  thel  conspiracy,     lliat  it  (l^pH^tcd 
appeared  he  had  spiked  the  touch-holes  of  six  muskets.     That  two 
pistols  belonging  to  an  officer  on  board,  being  sent  to  him  to 
clean,  he  disabled  them  both.    That  in  consequence  of  the  various 
informations  which  was  received,  the  officers  of  the  army  (Ensign 
Brabyn  and  himself),  the  officers  of  the  ship,  and  the  ship's  com- 
pany, came  to  the  unanimous  resolution  of  punishing  all  those  who 
were  proved  to  be  concerned  in  the  conspiracy  with  the  utmost 
severity.     That  this  resolution  was  put  in  execution,  and  upwards 
of  fifty  convicts  were  punished  in  consequence  of  it,  by  order  of  Fifty 
the  commander  of  the  ship.     That  the  serjeant  was  punished  by  ^uhed. 
order  of  his  own  officers.     That  the  safety  of  the  ship  is  to  be 
attributed  wholly  to  these  measures,  the  convicts  in  general  on 
board  the  said  ship  being  of  the  very  worst  description,  and  the 
refuse  and  sweepings  of  the  Irish  jails.     That  it  was  the  general 
opinion  on  board  that  if  these  steps  had  not  been  taken  the  ship  severity 
would  not  have  been  brought  in  safety  to  this  port.     He  never  JJJJJJIi^'  ^ 
heard  of  any  ill-treatment  which  was  giyen  by  Capt.  Hogan  to  the  mutiny, 
prisoners  on  board  that  cou'd  induce  them  to  form  this  conspiracy. 
That  he  never  saw  on  board  of  any  ill-treatment  shewn  by  Capt. 
Hogan  to  the  soldiers.     That  he  is  of  opinion  there  were  sufficient 
reasons  to  justify  the  confinement  of  Lawrence  Gaffney.     That 
most  of  the  soldiers  were  of  opinion  that  Gaffney  was  not  fit  to  do 
duty  in  the  ship  from  the  connexion  which  subsisted  between  him 
and  the  convicts. 

Hugh  Reid,  first  officer  on  board  the  ship  Marquis  Comwallis, 
deposed,  upon  oath,  that  there  was  embarked  at  Cork,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  163  male  and  70  female  convicts  on  board  the  lesmaie, 
said  ship.     That  several  of  the  male  convicts  were  known  by  the  cOTvSs*on 
name  of  Defenders,  and  the  whole  were  of  the  very  worst  descrip-  bo«pd. 
tion.    That  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  September  last  he  receiv^ 
a  cantion  from  the  captain  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  the  con- 
victs and  the  soldiers,  as  he  had  just  received  information  from 
some  of  the  former  of  a  conspiracy  to  take  the  ship.      This 
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1796      information  was  shortly  after  produced  to  the  ship's  company.   It 
5  gept     respected  the  serjeant  of  the  detachment  as  well  as  several  ol  the 
Evidence      oo^^cts,  and  was  strongly  corroborated  by  several  concurring  cir- 
agmioBt  the  comsiances.     It  was  therefore  agreed  unanimously,  by  all  the  free 
eeigeant.      persons  On  board,  that  the  ringleaders  should  be  punished  with 
severity,  which  was  put  in  execution.     That  during  the  punisfa- 
ment  information  came  out  against  Lawrence  Gaffney,  who  was  in 
consequence  ordere4  into  confinement.     That  had  not  these  steps 
been  taken  the  ship  could  never  have  been  secure,  as  it  evidently 
appeared  the  convicts,  headed  by  the  serjeant,  hsid  bound  them- 
selves  by  oath  to  murder  the  captain  and  principal  officos.     That 
ij:«atin«it    the  convicts  were  treated  on  board  before  this  conspiracy  with 
andwidien.  great  humanity,  and  the  soldiers  with  great  attention,  altho'  they 
at  times  behaved  with  much  impropriety.     That,  in  his  opinion, 
there  were  sufficient  reasons  for  confining  the  corporal — ^he  had 
been  twice  pitched  upon  personally  by  one  of  the  convicts  as  a 
man  who  had  had*  communication  wiUi  them  respecting  the  con- 
spiracy.    The  ration  of  provisions  which  had  been  directed  by 
authority  was  always  regularly  served  out^  more  rather  than  less 
having  been  issued.     That  when  the  detachment  came  on  board 
the  ship,  at  Portsmouth,  the  officer  who  escorted  them  from  Chat- 
soidieni^     ham  Barracks  informed  him  they  had  been  excessively  mutinous 
and  troublesome  to  him  on  the  march;  that  the  serjeant  had  been 
the  most  so,  and  set  a  very  bad  example  to  some  of  the  young 
soldiers ;  one  man  he  recommended  to  have  confined  in  double 
irons. 
Midshipman      William  Roberts,  a  midshipman  on  board  the  ship  Marquis 
Comwallis,  deposed,  upon  oath,  that  several  informations  of  a 
conspiracy  being  given  to  Captain  Hogan,  he  found  that  the  seijeant 
of  the  detachment  was  principally  concerned,  which  was  proved 
by  various  circumstances.     He  was  accordingly  confined  in  irons 
on  the  poop,  and  the  convicts  were  brought  on  deck  to  be  punished. 
That  about  fifty  of  them  being  punished,  the  commanding  officer 
PoniBhing     of  the  soldiers  ordered  the  punishment  of  the  serjeant,  who  was 
oonpira-      afterwards  ordered  by  the  general  voice  down  below  in  the  prison 
amongst  the  convicts,  as  it  was  not  safe  to  have  him  on  deck  amongst 
the  soldiers.     That  on  being  taken  down  he  heard  the  convicts 
unanimously  execrate  the  serjeant  as  the  author  of  all  their  mis- 
fortunes, and  requesting  that  he  might  be  sent  forward  in  the  bow 
of  the  ship  out  of  their  sight.   That  information  was  given  ai^inst 
Lawrence  Gaffiiey  by  a  man  who  did  not  know  his  name,  but  who 
twice  pointed  him  out  as  he  passed  him.     That  he  has  no  reasons 
to  suppose  that  any  ill-treatment  was  shown  by  Captain  Hogan  to 
any  of  the  soldiers  or  prisoners  on  board.     That  had  not  these 
punishments  taken  place  the  ship  would  not  have  been  safe. 
igj^ew  Matthew  Austin,  superintending  surgeon  on  the  part  of  Govern- 

ment to  the  soldiers  and  convicts  on  board  the  ship  Comwallis^ 
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deposed,  upon  oath,  that  he  is  of  opinion  firmly  that  a  conspiracy      1796 
existed  on  board  the  said  ship  to  get  possession  of  her,  and  take      5  gq^. 
her  to  South  America.    That  Capt.  Hogan  received  the  first  infor- 
mation on  the  9th  of  September,  which  he  kept  secret  until  he 
could  get  clear  and  satisfactory  proof.     That  on  the  15th  following 
he  produced  lus  information,  when  it  was  unanimously  resolved 
that  aU  the  conspirators  should  be  severely  punished     This  reso- 
lution was  taken  by  all  the  free  people  in  the  ship,  and  put  in 
execution,  between  forty  and  fifty  being  punished.     That  some  of  FenuJo 
the  women  were  concerned  in  the  conspiracy,  their  part  being  to  SlJuewSi 
convey  knives  to  the  men,  and  to  put  pounded  glass  into  the  conspinr 
messes  of  the  ship's  company.     That  he  approved  highly  of  the 
steps  which  were  taken  when  the  conspiracy  was  known,  and 
attributes  his  own  existence  at  present  to  those  measures.     He  is 
of  opinion  that  no  wanton  cruelty  whatsoever  was  exercised  on  any 
person  on  board. 

John  Hogan,  surgeon  of  the  ship  Marquis  Comwallis,  deposed,  Surgeon 
upon  oath,  that  he  is  of  opinion  there  existed  a  conspiracy  on  ^^3^(^. 
board  to  take  the  said  ship  on  her  voyage  to  this  country.     That 
it  was  told  him  the  convicts  immediately  on  their  being  embarked 
bound  themselves  by  oath  to  be  true  to  their  own  principles. 
That  on  the  15th  this  conspiracy  was  discovered  and  laid  before 
the  ship's  company  and  officers  by  Captain  Hogan.     That  they  all 
came  to  the  unanimous  resolution  of  punishing  the  conspirators 
with  as  much  severity  as  possible,  l^  flogging  them  on  their  Fionring 
bare  backs  with  cat-o'-nine-tAils;  that  this  resolution  was  entered  t^n!^^'^ 
into  to  save  their  own  lives  and  the  ship.      This  resolution  was 
accordingly  executed.     The  convicts  on  board  were  of  such  a 
description  of  people  that  no  other  measure  short  of  putting 
them  aU  to  death  could  have  saved  the  ship.      That  ever  after 
their  punishment  those  who  had  been  punished  endeavoured  to 
strangle  in  the  night  those  who  had  given  information.      That 
Capt  Hogan  was  compelled  to  fire  amongst  them  to  suppress 
their  mutiny.     That  he  heard  Capt   Hogan  declare  to  Ensign  The 
Brabyn  that  he  left  any  steps  regarding  the  serjeant  to  be  taken  •®^®*"*- 
by  hun,  as  he  meant  to  try  him  for  piracy  on  the  arrival  of  the 
ship  in  New  South  Wales.     That  he  never  understood  from  either 
convict  or  soldier  that  they  had  any  ill-treatment  to  complain  of 
from  them.     He  has  frequently  heard  the  convicts  say  that  Capt. 
Hogan's  kindness  to  them  was   to  coax  them  to  Botany  Bay, 
as  he  knew  they  were  too  powerful.     That  there  being  reason 
to  suppose  the  boatswain  mate  had  been  concerned  with  the  The 
convicts,  he  was  turned  out  of  the  ship  at  St.  Helena.     That  ^^'' 
one  of  the  soldiers  of  the  detachment  was  tried  by  a  General 
Court-martial  on  board  the  ship  for  neglect  of  duty,  tho'  his 
oflfenoe  was  for  damning  the  Sling  and  saying  he  would  not  serve 
hia  Majesty.    That  after  the  Court-martud  was  over  one  of  the 
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1798      soldiers  who  was  centinel  quitted  his  post  and  went  up  to  the 
6  Sept.     President.      These  circumstances   are   mentioned   to   shew  the 
irregular  state  of  the  detachment. 

David  Collins,  Ju^ge- Advocate. 
W.  Balmain. 
[Enclosure.] 
Statement  by  Captain  Hogan. 
Ship  Marquis  Comwallis,  at  sea,  10th  Sept.,  1795. 
Convict        At  6  p.m.   I  received  a  note  from  Wm.  Mouton  and  Francis 
Royal,  two  convicts,  desiring  to  speak  to  me  in  private,  and  at  8 
this  morning,  having  brought  them  into  my  cabbin,  they  informed 
me,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Richardson,  that  a  conspiracy  was 
formed  by  the  convicts  and  soldiers  to  get  possession  of  the  arms 
and  the  ship,  and  that  I  was  the  first  person  to  be  put  to  death,  and 
that  Sergt.  Ellis  and  a  few  of  the  soldiers  were  at  the  head  of 
this  plot.     They  also  informed  me  that  the  sergt.  was  to  furnish 
Knives  to  be  the  convicts  with  knives  for  the  purpose  of  making  saws  to  cut 
th^^Snt  off  their  irons,  and  that  the  convicts  were  to  send  the  sergt 
money  to  purchase  the  knives,  and  that  they  and  he  corresponded 
regularly,  and  the  notes  which  passed  between  them  (after  being 
read)  were  thrown  overboard,  and  at  daylight  some  morning  thej 
were  to  rush  on  deck  in  a  body  when  the  boys  were  let  up  to 
clear  the  buckets.     This,  of  course,  gave  me  some  concern  and 
additional  caution,  and  induced  me  to  request  Ensign  Brabyn 
Examining    (the  Commanding  officer  of  the  troops)  to  fall  his  men  in  and 
thes^idien.  m^ig^er  their  kitts,  and  on  examining  the  sergeant's  first  we  found 
six  knives  upon  him,  all  new  and  large  but  one.     Last  night  he 
went  to  Ensign  Brabyn  and  got  two  knives  from  him,  saying  he 
had  not  one  to  cut  his  victuals,  but  to  our  great  surprize  we  found 
him  possessed  of  six,  for  (I  am  sure)  the  worst  of  pujposes. 
On  the  After  considering  seriously  of  this  information,  and  finding  the 

knives  with  the  sergt.,  whose  principles  I  long  doulDted,  I  cautioned 
the  officers  and  petty  officers,  with  some  confidential  seamen, 
against  any  sudden  surprize  or  attack  from  forward,  and  kept  a 
strict  eye  myself  to  the  conduct  of  the  soldiers.  On  the  12th,  at 
8  p.m.,  the  gunner  came  to  me  in  my  cabin,  and  informed  me  that 
last  night  between  half-past  10  and  11  o'clock,  being  in  the  lee 
waist,  he  heard  the  sergeant  make  use  of  mutinous  and  inflamator}' 
Soldiers  and  language  to  the  soldiers,  addressing  himself  mostly  to  the  centinels 
comicts.  Qjj  ^jjg  £Qj.g  hatchway  (the  prison  door).  He  compared  the  situa- 
tion of  the  soldiers  to  the  convicts,  saying  they  were  worse  off, 
for  that  some  of  the  convicts  were  transported  only  for  seven 
years,  and  that  they  were  for  life,  and  that  they  were  damned 
fools  to  be  sold.  On  this  I  appointed  a  seaman  to  stand  at  the 
fore  hatchway  as  centinel  (with  two  soldiers),  with  strict  and 
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positive  orders  to  do  that  very  necessary  duty.     I  also  laid  similar      1796 
injunctions  on  the  forecastle  officer,  and  gave  the  seamen  forward      c  Sept. 
an  idea  that  something  wrong  was  going  on,  being  convinced  of  g^^jJJ^on 
the  duty  I  saw  they  owed  their  king  and  country  from  the  chear-  guard. 
ful  manner  in  which  they  obeyed  every  order.     Nothing  further 
transpired  till  the  13th  inst,  when  Patt.  Hines,  a  convict  (a  man 
who  1  had  a  good  character  of,  and  had  reason  to  form  a  good 
opinion  of  from  his  general  conduct  since  he  came  on  board), 
gave  additional  and  very  substantial  information  of  a  conspiracy  a  convict 
forming  between  the  convicts  and  sergt.,  and  said  he  was  ready  to  *°'**™*** 
prove  the  whole  that  day ;  but  as  I  was  desirous  of  the  clearest 
and  fullest  information  on  this  business,  and  of  having  the  ring- 
leaders pointed  out,  I  ordered  him  into  the  prison  for  a  few 
days  to  collect,  if  possible,  more  than  he  had  already  known,  by 
pretending  to  be  hearty  in  their  desperate  cause. 

On  the  15th,  at  10  a.m.,  I  sent  for  Ensign  Jno.  Brabyn,  the  A  meeting  of 
commanding  officer  of  the  troops,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Roberts,  an  officer  ^  *^'** 
of  the  ship,  into  my  cabin,  and  ordered  Hines  to  be  brought  aft 
to  me  from  the  prison,  that  he  might  give  his  information  in  the 
presence  of  these  two  gentlemen  relative  to  the  conspiracy,  which 
he  before  said  was  forming  between  the  convicts  and  sei^eant, 
with  an  intention  of  geting  possession  of  the  ship,  and  puting  me, 
the  greatest  part  of  the  officers,  and  crew  to  death,  or  such  part  as 
would  resist  their  desperation,  which,  I  am  sure,  would  be  the 
whole,  and  afterwards  conduct  the  ship  to  America,  in  which 
country  they  were  to  dispose  of  her  as  they  should  determine  by 
a  majority  of  voices. 


.R.  DuNDAS*  TO  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
My  Lord  Duke,  Edinburgh,  5th  September,  1796. 

In  obedience  to  your  Grace's  letter  of  the  9th  of  August 
last,  transmitting  to  me,  by  his  Majesty's  command,  copies  of  a 
letter  from  Governor  Hunter,  and  a  memorial  from  Thomas  Muir,  ^•"KjSLh^' 
Thomas  Fishe  Palmer,  and  William  Skirving,  dated  Sydney,  New  Martyn. 
South  Wales,  25th  of  October,  1795,t  and  desiring  me  to  report 
my  opinion  "  whether  under  the  several  sentences  passed  against 
them  Governor  Hunter  is  not  authorised  to  detain  these  prisoners 
in  the  settlement  of  New  South  Wales,  for  and  during  the  period 
for  which  they  are  seperately  adjudged  by  their  sentences,"  I 
beg  leave  humbly  to  report  that  Governor  Hunter,  in  my  opinion,  LegmUty  of 
is  not  only  authorised  so  to  detain  them,  but  that  he  is  guilty  dJtSntion. 
of  a  breach  of  duty  if  he  permitts  them  to  leave  that  settlement 
during  the  periods  of  their  respective  sentences.     The  sentence 

*  Robert  Dnndas,  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  and  nephew  of  the  Right  Hon.  Hen^  Dnndas 
(LordaielTille). 

t  Hunter's  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  the  memorial  from  Muir,  Palmer,  and 
Skirnn^,  wOl  be  foond  in  VoL  II,  at  pp.  882-885. 
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1796      of  transportation  bears  '^  to  such  place  as  his  Majesty,  with  the 
5  Sept.     advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  shall  direct  and  appoint,  and  that  for 
the  space  of  fourteen  years  from  this  date."    It  is  therefore  im- 
possible to  doubt  that  it  is  not  the  mere  conveyance  of  their  persons 
to  a  place  which  has  already  been  done,  and  which  these  convicts 
erroneously  maintain  to  be  all  that  is  necessary  to  be  done ;  but  it 
is  transportation  to  such  place  for  a  stated  period,  which  alone 
fulfills  the  sentence  and  executes  the  judgement  of  the  law  pro- 
nounced against  them. 
Th6iaw in        j^  jg  true  that  if  they  were  to  escape  from  New  South  Wales 
escaped        and  go  into  a  foreign  country,  they  oould  not,  whilst  they  remained 
ocmviote.      jjj  g^^jj  foreign  country,  be  removed  and  brought  back  to  the  place 
of  transportation  ;  but  if  they  were  found  either  on  board  a  sbip 
or  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  other  than  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  I  apprehend  it  would  be  the  duty  of  every  magistrate, 
officer,  and  subject,  to  seize,  detain,  and  restore  them  to  the  settle- 
ment from  whence  they  had  escaped,  and  to  which  they  have  for 
a  certain  period  been  legally  transported.    Equally,  as  in  the  event 
of    their  escaping  and  returning  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
they  would  be  liable  not  only  to  be  seized,  but  to  the  infliction  of 
a  capital  punishment. 
ABsigrament      It  makes  no  difference,  as  Governor  Hunter  seems  to  suppose, 
eswntiai.      that  the  service  of  these  convicts  has  not  been  assigned  by  their 
sentences  during  the  respective  periods  of  their  transportation. 
There  ore  innumerable  instances  of   the  same  kind,  and  there 
must  be  convicts  at  present  undergoing  their  sentences  in  New 
South  Wales  who  are  precisely  in  the  same  situation. 
Powers  of         The  Court  of  Justiciary  has  full  power  to  adjudge  the  service  or 
j^wS^.**'  not,  as  the  nature  of  the  offence  seems  to  merit     Many  instances 
have  occurred  of  transporting  an  offender  from  this  country  for 
life,  and  adjudging  his  service  for  three,  five,  or  seven  years, 
seldom  (I  believe  never)  beyond  that  period,  or  of  transporting 
them  for  seven  or  fourteen  years,  either  dropping,  as  in  the  present 
instances,  the  adjudication  of  servitude  altogether,  or  limiting  it, 
as  above,  to  a  portion  of  the  term  of  transportation. 

The  Court  in  the  present  and  in  other  cases  have  considered  it 
improper  to  superadd  the  punishment  of  adjudication  of  their  ser- 
vices, either  for  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  period  of  transpor- 
tation, but  did  not,  therefore,  limit  the  sentence  to  the  mere  con- 
veyance of  their  persons  to  that  settlement,  with  liberty  to  leave 
interpreiak  it  the  next  moment.  The  sentence  explicitly  states  the  reverse — 
TODtewje?*  ^**  *^®y  *r®  *^  ^  transported  where  his  Majesty  pleases  to 
appoint,  and  that  for  a  fixed  and  precise  period.  It  is  the  duty 
of  Governor  Hunter  and  those  to  whom  his  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  entrust  the  chaise  and  command  of  that  settlement  to 
do  his  best  in  detaining  in  that  settlement  every  convict  during 
the  respective  period  of  transportation,  just  as  it  is  the  duty  of 
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every  officer  who  may  find  them  out  of  that  settlement  in  a  place  17M 
sabject  to  his  Majesty's  power  to  restore  them  to  the  settlement  5  gept 
from  whence  they  may  have  escaped. 

By  the  Act  25th  of  his  Majesty,  cap.  46,  nnder  the  authority  ff,°J^4^ 
of  which  these  men  are  transported,  it  is  made  lawful  to  transfer 
eonncts  to  persons  willing  to  contract  for  the  due  performance 
of  such  transportation  for  sach  and  the  same  term  of  years  for 
which  any  such  offender  shall  have  heen  ordered  to  be  trans- 
ported; and  it  would  have  been  unquestionably  not  only  com- 
petent, but  necessary,  for  such  contractor  to  have  detained  them 
in  such  place  for  the  specific  period,  otherwise  the  conditions  of 
his  contract  would  have  been  forfeited. 

The  only  difference  between  that  case  and  those  of  the  whole  Legal 
convicts  now  in  New  South  Wales  whose  services  have  not  been  JJjJ*^  ^  • 
adjudged  is,  that  the  last  have  been  conveyed  there  at  the  public 
expence,  and  by  ofiicers  appointed  by  his  Majesty,  who,  though 
not  entitled  whilst  the  convicts  behave  properly  to  deprive  them 
of  their  liberty  within  the  settlement,  are  bound  to  take  care  that 
they  do  not  leave  it  untill  the  period  of  transportation  is  fulfilled. 

As  to  the  idea  thrown  out  by  Governor  Hunter  of  the  possi- 
bility of  those  persons  coming  to  and  fixing  their  residence  iu 
Ireland,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Grace  to  sec.  3rd  of  the  above-  ^^^/t  S!'' 
mentioned  statute,  which  puts  returning  to  Ireland  precisely  in 
the  same  predicament  with  returning  to  Great  Britain ;  but  on  this 
topic  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter,  because  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  being 
the  duty  of  the  Gtevemor  and  every  ofiioer  in  New  South  Wales  to 
prevent  every  convict  from  leaving  or  escaping  from  that  settlement 
during  ijie  period  of  and  in  terms  of  their  respective  sentences. 

It  ia  impossible,  exclusive  of  the  obvious  fallacy  of  the  plea 
maintained  by  these  convicts,  which  if  good  to  them  is  equally 
so  to  every  other  convict  whose  servitude  has  not  been  thought 
fit  to  be  adjudged,  not  to  direct  your  Grace's  attention  to  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  endeavoured  in  their  memorial  to 
Governor  Hunter  to  give  a  colour  to  that  plea  by  a  false  and 
mutilated  statement  of  their  respective  sentences. 

In  that  memorial  their  words  are  : — ^'  Our  respective  sentences  |^^^  ^° 
are  expressed  in  the  following  terms  :  To  be  transported  beyond  MBrtfyn  as 
seas  to  such  place  as  his  Majesty,  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Jg^  *>y 
Council,  shall  declare  and  appoint,  with  certification  if  after  being 
80  transported  he  shall  return  to  and  be  found  at  large  within 
any  part  of  Great  Britain  without  some  lawful  cause,  and  be 
thereby  lawfully  convicted,  he  shall  suffer  death,  as  in  cases  of 
felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy,  by  the  law  of  England." 

Bat  in  the  middle  of  what  they  have  so  given  as  a  quotation  An 
of  their  sentence  they  have  (conscious  it  would  seem  of  its  true  SSS^* 
import)  studiously  and  purposely  omitted  the  most  material  part, 
uunely,  the  following,  which  in  the  sentence  immediately  precedes 
YOU  III — H 
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the  words  "  with  certification,"  viz't,  "  and  that  for  the  space  o£ 
foui-teen  years  from  this  date,"*  attempting  thereby  to  keep  out  of 
view  what  is  as  much  part  of  the  sentence,  and  necessary  to  be 
fulfilled,  as  the  actual  conveyance  of  their  persons  to  New  South 
Wales,  which  these  unfortunate  persons  contend  to  amount  to  a 
complete  execution  of  it.  If  the  sentence,  therefore,  in  its  sound 
construction  warranted  the  conveyance  of  their  persons  to  New 
South  Wales,  it  equally  warrants  the  restraining  of  and  confining 
their  persons  to  that  settlement  during  their  respective  periods  of 
transportation,  and,  in  the  event  of  their  escaping  from  it,  bringing 
them  back  to  and  replacing  them  in  it  wherever  they  can  be  found, 
and  wherever  the  power  of  seizing  them  exists. 

Upon  the  reference  made  in  the  memorial  of  these  convicts  to 
what  is  said  to  have  been  uttered  by  the  Lord  Justice -Clerk  and 
the  council  for  the  Crown  on  the  trial  of  Gerrald,  your  Grace  does 
not  call  upon  me  to  advert;  yet  I  consider  it  my  duty,  in  justi«* 
to  the  high  and  distinguished  character  of  that  able  and  experi- 
enced Judge,  to  observe  that  if  what  a  Peer  in  Parliament  who 
was  not  present  upon  that  trial  states  upon  information  (the 
nature  of  which  is  unexplained)  to  have  been  the  words  of  the 
President  of  the  Court  of  Justiciary  can  be  considered  as  authentic 
or  accurate,  that  information  must  have  been  peculiarly  unfortunate 
in  these  respects  upon  tho  present  occasion,  his  Lordship,  to  whom 
I  felt  it  proper  to  communicate  these  convicts'  memorial,  having 
authorised  me  in  the  most  explicit  and  unqualified  terms  to  deny 
the  words  that  have  been  unjustly  imputed  to  him.  As  to  what 
the  junior  council  for  the  Crown  (Mr.  Montgomery)  is  stated  by  a 
shorthand- writer  employed  by  the  persons  convicted  to  have  said 
in  argument  upon  the  trial  of  Gerrald,  it  is  not  likely  that  he  should 
even  inadvertently  have  so  expressed  himself,  more  especiallj  when 
alluding  to  a  passage  from  Sir  George  M'Kenzie,  which  in  no  degree 
justifies  the  inference  that  council  is  reported  to  have  drawn  from 
it.  It  is  true  what  Sir  Creorge  M'Kenzie  states,  that  in  Scotland 
''no  Judge  can  confine  a  man  whom  he  banisheth  to  any  place 
without  his  jurisdiction,  because  he  hath  no  jurisdiction  over  oUier 
countries,  and  so  cannot  make  any  Acts  nor  pronounce  any  sen- 
tences relative  to  them,"  nor  has  the  Court  of  Justiciary  any 
authority  or  power  to  confine  a  single  convict  to  the  settlement  of 
New  South  Wales,  though  it  most  unquestionably  has  the  power 
to  pronounce  that  sentence  which  gives  occasion  to  their  being 
transported  legally  from  Scotland  to  that  settlement  by  those  to 
whom  bis  Majesty  entrusts  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  the 
controul  of  that  settlement  to  which  they  are  so  transported. 
The  sentence  of  tlie  Court  does  no  more  than  lawfully  put  tht> 
convict  within  the  realnt  of  Scotland  into  the  hands  of  the  officer 
or  contractor  legally  authorised  by  the  Crown  to  receive  him,  and 
who  was  bound  in  the  conveyance  of  such  convict  to  the  place  of 

See  the  sentence  passed  on  Palmer.— VoL  ii,  pp.  8£5^S. 
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transportation,  and  in  the  custody  of  his  person  thei'e,  to  deal  with       1798 
him  as  the  sentence  directs,  and  as  the  duty  of  his  office  commands.      5  gept. 
But  this  he  does,  not  by  authority  of  the  Court  of  Justiciary,  but 
under  that  of  his  Majesty,  from  whom  his  power  flows,  and  who 
is  authorised  to  execute  the  judgements  of  the  law. 

The  Court  of  Justiciary  have  lawfully  put  Muir,  Palmer,  and  cj^jj aid  of 
Skirving  into  the  hands  of  the  King  and  Privy  Council,  to  be  sent  the  Grown, 
for  a  period,  one  of  them  of  seven  and  the  other  two  of  fourteen 
years  each,  somewhere  beyond  seas,  in  terms  of  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment on  which  their  sentences  are  founded  ;  and  his  Majesty  has 
lawfully,  with  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  declared  and  appointed 
"  the  place  to  which  the  said  several  offenders  shall  be  conveyed 
and  transported  for  the  time  or  terms  in  their  several  and  respec- 
tive sentences  mentioned  to  be  the  eastern  coast  of  New  South 
Wales."  Were  these  or  any  other  convicts  to  escape  from  that  ^hoUw 
settlement  either  into  England  or  Ireland,  even  there  the  authority  ^^ipjl^ 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Justiciary  could  not  reach  them, 
which,  provided  they  did  not  show  their  faces  within  Scotland, 
has  neither  the  right  nor  the  power  at  Common  Law  to  meddle 
with  them.  But  it  would  be  the  duty  of  every  officer,  civil  or 
military,  and  of  every  one  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  to  seize, 
detain,  and  transmit  them  to  Scotland,  where  the  punishment  of 
death  would  be  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  Court,  in  terms  of  the 
3rd  sec.  of  the  Act  25th  of  his  Majesty,  cap.  46,  which  declares  a 
return  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  attended  with  the 
same  consequences  which  at  Common  Law,  by  force  of  the  sentence 
and  authority  of  the  Court  of  Justiciary,  alone  would  follow  the 
return  of  a  Scotch  convict  into  Scotland.  I  have,  d:c., 

R.  DUXDAS. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

13th  September,  1796.         i^Sept. 
Parole — Kent.  Countersign — Maidstone. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  will  direct  Guard  for 
the  detachment  ordered  on  the  18th  of  last  month  to  be  in  readiness  f^^^ 
for  Norfolk  Island  to  embark  on  Friday  next,  the  16th  instant,  on 
board  his  Majesty's  ships  Reliance  and  Supply. 

His  Excellency  having  been  pleased  to  appoint  Mr.  Thomas  The  Pmvogt- 
Smyth  to  be  Provost-Marshal  of  this  territory,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  M*r8hai. 
Henry  Brewer,  deceased,  by  warrant  bearing  date  the  9th  day 
of  July  last^  William  Stephenson  Ls  appointed  storekeeper  at  this 
place  in  his  room  from  this  date. 

Mr.  Thos.  Moore  is  appointed  to  the  place  of  master  boat-builder.  The  boot- 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Daniel  Paine,  commencing  on  the  2nd  instant.    *'""*'*^'"- 

And  Mr.  George  Harrington  is  appointed  su|)erintendant  of  Oeorp 
convicts,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Thomas  Clark,  returning  to  England,  '^'""slon. 
commencing  on  the  17th  instant.  Jno.  Hunter. 
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13  Sept 

ChrUtian, 

Bounty 

mutineer. 


Motive  for 
mutiny. 
Exonerates 
Bligh. 


A  South  Sea 
Elysium. 


Captain 
Bligh's 
fortitude. 


Mutiny  on  the  Bounty.* 

Christian,  chief  mutineer  on  board  his  Majesty's  ship  Bounty. — 
This  extraordinary  nautical  character  has  at  length  transmitted 
to  England  an  account  of  his  conduct  in  his  mutiny  on  board  the 
Bounty,  and  a  detail  also  of  his  subsequent  proceedings,  after 
he  obtained  command  of  the  ship,  in  which,  after  visiting  Juan 
Fernandez  and  various  islands  in  South  America,  he  was  ship- 
wrecked in  rescuing  Don  Henriques,  Major-General  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Chili,  from  a  similar  disaster ;  an  event  "which,  after  many 
perilous  circumstances,  led  to  his  present  lucrative  eistablishment 
under  the  Spanish  Government  in  South  America,  for  which  he 
was  about  to  sail  when  the  last  accounts  were  received  from  him. 

In  his  voyage,  <kc.,  which  he  has  lately  published  at  Cadiz,  we 
are  candidly  told  by  this  enterprising  mutineer  that  the  revolt 
which  he  headed  on  board  his  Majesty's  ship  Bounty  was  not 
ascribable  to  any  dislike  of  their  commander.  Captain  Bligh,  but 
to  the  unconquerable  passion  which  he  and  the  major  part  of  the 
ship's  crew  entertaineid  for  the  enjoyments  which  Otahoite  still 
held  out  to  their  voluptuous  imaginations.  "  It  is  but  justice," 
says  he,  "  that  I  should  acquit  Captain  Bligh,  in  the  most  une- 
quivocal manner,  of  having  contributed  in  the  smallest  degree 
to  the  promotion  of  our  conspiracy  by  any  harsh  or  ungentle 
manlike  conduct  on  his  part ;  so  far  from  it,  that  few  officers  in 
the  service,  I  am  persuaded,  can,  in  this  respect,  be  found  superior 
to  him,  or  produce  stronger  claims  upon  the  gratitude  and  attach- 
ment of  the  men  whom  they  are  appoint^  to  command.  Our 
mutiny"  is  wholly  to  be  ascribed  to  the  strong  predilection  we 
had  contracted  for  living  at  Otaheite,  where,  exclusive  of  the 
happy  disposition  of  the  inhabitants,  the  mildness  of  the  climat-e, 
and  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  we  had  formed  certain  tender  con- 
nexions, which  banished  the  remembrance  of  Old  England  entirely 
from  our  breasts ! "  -  . 

After  describing  the  seizure  and  securing  of  Captain  Blights 
person  in  his  cabin.  Christian  thjus  concludes  his  account  of  this 
brutal  revolt : — 

"  During  the  whole  of  this  transaction  Captain  Bligh  exerted 
himself  to  the  utmost  to  reduce  the  people  to  a  sense  of  their  duty, 
by  haranguing  and  expostulating  with  them,  which  caused  me 
to  assume  a  degree  of  ferocity  quite  repugnant  to  my  feelings, 
as  I  dreaded  the  effect  which  his  remonstrances  might  produce. 
Hence  I  several  times  threatened  him  with  instant  death  unless 
he  desisted ;  but  my  menaces  were  all  in  vain.  He  continued  to 
harangue  us  with  so  much  manly  eloquence  that  I  was  fain  to  call 
in  the  dram-bottle  to  my  aid,  which  I  directed  to  be  served  round 
to  my  associates.  Thus  heartened  and  encouraged,  we  went 
through  the  business ;  though,  for  my  own  part,  I  must  acknow- 

*  Reprinted  from  the  Tntr  BriUn  of  13th  September,  1790. 
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ledge  that  I  suffered   more  than  words  can  express,  from  the      1796 
(•onflict  of  contending  passions  ;  but  I  had  gone  too  far  to  recede  ;     13  sept 
so,  putting  the  best  face  on  the  business,  I  ordered  the  boat  to  be 
cut  adrift,  wore  ship,  and  shaped  our  course  back  for  Otaheite  !" 


Cawain  Macabthur  to  Captain  Paterson. 

Sir,  Parramatta,  13th  September,  1796. 

It  having  been  i-epresented  to  me  that  his  Excellency  Uamrthur 
Governor  Hunter  intends  making  some  repi^esentation  to  his  •"**  Atkms. 
Majesty's  Ministers  relative  to  my  complaint  against  Mr.  Richani 
Atkins,  and  as  I  have  no  cause  to  be  satisfied  with  the  manner 
in  which  my  complaint  has  been  treated,  or  means  of  knowing 
what  justice  will  be  done  me  in  the  intended  representation,  I 
liave  thought  it  proper  to  prepare  a  copy  of  every  letter  written 
on  the  subject.  This  copy  I  have  to  request  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  convey  to  lieut.-CJolonel  Grose,  that  the  whole  may 
be  laid,  by  him  before  the  Ck)mmander-in-Chief. 

As  I  have  no  motives  but  what  will  admit  of  the  strictest 
investigation,  I  cou'd  wish  that  his  Excellency  Governor  Hunter 
may  be  informed  of  my  intentions.  I  have,  &c,, 

John  McArtiiuk. 


Captain  Macarthur  to  Lieutknant-Colonkl  Grose. 

Sir,  New  South  Wales,  13th  September,  1796. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  you  the  copies  of  some  letters  Fom-aitiing 
relating  to  a  complaint  I  have  had  occasion  to  make  to  his  Excel-  ^Jj^.^' 
lency  Governor  Hunter  against  Mr.  Bichard  Atkins,  for  insulting  pondcncc. 
me  in  the  execution  of  my  duty,  at  the  post  where  I  commanded. 

Those  papers  will  acquaint  you  with  every  particular  on  the 
subject  that  I  have  any  certain  knowledge  of ;  and  if  any  repre- 
sentation shou'd  be  made  by  Governor  Hunter  (as  I  am  informed 
is  intended)  they  will  enable  you  to  satisfy  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  that  there  has  not  been  the  smallest  impropriety  committed 
on  my  part. 

You  will  observe  by  the  copy  of  a  Regimental  Court-martiars 
sentence  that  two  soldiers  of  your  corps  have  been  unjustly  accused 
of  robbing  the  Governor's  garden ;  and  you  will  instantly  perceive 
that  the  charge  was  made  with  no  view  but  to  stigmatize  the 
corps  and  to  wound  the  feelings  of  your  officers. 

To  have  expressed  a  proper  resentment  at  such  conduct,  and  to 
expose  the  man  who  is  countenanced  in  so  infamous  a  practice,  I 
am  persuaded  cannot  fail  to  receive  your  particular  approbation. 

I  have,  «fec., 

John  McArthur. 
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1796  [Enclosare.] 

18  Sept  CaPTAIK  MaCARTHUR  TO  GOVERWOB  HUKTBR. 

Sir,  Parramatta,  18th  Julj,  17^. 

I  yesterday  received  the  accompanying  letter,  addressed  to 
the  "  Officer  Commanding  a  Detachment  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Corps,  Parramatta";  and  in  consequence  of  the  complaint  it  con- 
tained I  ordered  Lance-Corporal  Townsend  into  confinement.  I 
also  wrote  to  Mr.  Atkins"^  requesting  the  name  of  the  soldier 
Stealing  charged  with  stealing  turnips  from  your  garden,  at  the  same  time 
vegetftbes.  ^jj^j^g  occasion  to  observe  that  his  wishes  in  favour  of  the 
corporal  were  unavailing,  as  it  was  never  my  practice  to  oanoeal 
fraud  or  to  screen  offenders  from  punishment.  In  answer  to  this 
I  received  the  letter  addressed  "  Captn.  McArthur."  Your  Excel- 
lency will  instantly  perceive  that  it  was  my  indispensable  duty  to 
enquire  the  name  of  the  soldier  who  had  committed  the  ofTenoe 
stated  by  Mr.  Atkins,  and  that  in  so  doing  I  have  been  treated 
with  insufferable  insult. 
iMvui^ff '  ^  ^*^®  ^^^  *^®  smallest  doubt  but  that  you  will  see  the  propriety 
name.  ^  '  of  ordering  the  soldier's  name  to  be  communicated  to  me,  that  if 
he  be  guilty  he  may  be  brought  to  punishment,  and  that  a  body 
of  men  who  are  perfectly  innocent  may  not  be  stigmatized  for  the 
faults  of  an  individual  or  two  of  their  nimiber.  How  far  Mr. 
Atkins  is  amenable  to  rebuke  for  his  conduct  your  Excellency 
alone  is  capable  of  deciding. 

That  his  last  letter  is  a  gross  insult  to  me  in  the  execution  of 
my  duty  I  think  cannot  be  disputed  ;  and  I  should  be  wanting  in 
justice  to  myself  and  respect  to  his  Majesty's  service  if  I  forebore 
to  complain  or  respectfully  to  claim  redress. 

I  have,  &c., 

John  McArthub. 

[EucloBure  No.  1.] 

Mb.  Richard  Atkins  to  The  Officer  Cohhandino  at 

Parramatta. 
Sir,  17th  July,  1796. 

A  frequent  I  think  it  proper  to  acquaint  you  that  the  corporal  of 

'^^  the  guard  was  this  morning,  between  the  hours  of  two  and  four, 
detected  stealing  of  turnips  in  the  Governor's  garden.  This,  I 
must  say,  has  been  too  much  the  custom,  for  no  later  than  two 
days  ago  another  soldier  was  detected  in  the  same  business.  I 
make  no  doubt,  sir,  but  you  will  give  such  orders  that  will  in 
future  effectually  put  a  stop  to  such  practices.  For  myself  I  do 
not  wish  the  man  to  receive  any  other  punishment  than  a  repri- 
mand, but  that  is  for  your  consid^^tion. 

I  am,  &c., 

Richard  Atkins. 

*  This  letter  is,  unfortunately',  not  amongst  the  Records. 


oocurrenoe. 
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[Enoloaare  No.  2.]  17M 

Mb.  Rigieabd  Atkins  to  Captain  Macarthur.  lattpi. 

Sir,  18th  July,  1796. 

I  do  not  feel  mjBelf  inclined  to  give  up  the  name  of  the  Atkins 
soldier  who  was  detected  three  days  ago  stealing  turnips  from  the  dimigetba 
Governor's  garden,  unless  called  on  so  to  do  by  a  superior  power,  thkranaine. 
As  the  man  acknowledged  his  offence,  and  promised  never  to  be 
guilty  of  the  same  again,  I  told  him  I  wou'd  not  report  him  to 
his  commanding  officer,  and  I  shall  most  assuredly  perform  my 
promise.     It,  sir,  has  never  been  my  practice  any  more  than  your- 
self to  conceal  fraud  or  screen  offenders  from  punishment ;  but 
I  must  observe,  if  rigid  justice  is  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Lord 
have  mercy  on  us  all.    It  is  further,  sir,  necessary  for  me  to  inform 
you  that  any  letters  directed  to  Mr.  Richard  Atkins  will  be  returned 
unopened,  as  not  supposing  them  intended  for,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Atkins. 
[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  Captain  Macarthur. 
Sir,  Sydney,  20th  July,  1796. 

I  last  night  received  your  letter  of  the  18th,  addressed  upon  Hunter 
liis  Majesty's  service ;  and  I  have  this  morning  written  to  Mr.  "•***'*'• 
Atkins  on  the  subject  of  it  and  its  enclosures.     I  am  desirous  of 
hearing  from  him  before  I  give  any  opinion  upon  a  matter  which 
requires  on  my  part  some  consideration.       I  am,  (fee, 

John  Hunter. 
[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  Captain  Macarthur. 

Sir,  Sydney,  23rd  July,  1796. 

I  have  this  morning  written  to  Mr.  Atkins,  and  have  ^j^^*^ 
directed  that  the  name  of  the  soldier  accused  of  having  robbed  wM^*** 
the  Government  garden  at  Parramatta  be  sent  to  you.     That  ^JJJJJl* 
gentleman,  after  having   settled   it  in  his   capacity   as  a  civil 
magistrate,  appears  to  have  thought  it  improper  to  give  up  the 
man's  name;  but  as  he  has  improperly,  in  my  opinion,  taken  notice 
of  the  crime,  he  lias  been  wrong  in  refusing  to  give  the  name  of 
the  criminal  in  this  particular  instance. 

I  must  here  beg  leave  to  observe  that  the  manner  in  which  you  and 
address  him  (I  mean  the  superscription  of  your  letter*  to  him)  2"^*'"^^*' 
ought  not,  in  my  opinion,  to  have  been  noticed  by  him,  whatever  ^^SJSf  S** 
he  might  have  thought  or  felt  upon  it.     If  it  was  meant  to  mortify  addr««inff 
him  as  a  gentleman,  or  to  lessen  him  as  a  magistrate  in  the  eye  ^*'^*"»- 
of  the  public,  it  was  in  either  case  wrong,  but  particularly  so  in 

*TUt  letter  of  Ca|itain  MaoMthur  has,  untoiitiiMtoly,  not  been  received;  it  wm, 
apfacently,  not  amonnt  the  ondoeuree  forwarded  to  Oroee  with  Macarthur's  letter  of  18th 
September,  1796. 
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1796       the  latter  ;  and  I  must  coixlially  acknowledge,  when  we  consider 

13  Sept     ^^^^^  ^1^^  ^i^^^  o^  Esquire  is  due  to  a  magistrate  unless  his  particular 

profession  renders  it  improper,  it  appe^irs  to  me  to  have  been 

intended  to  have  either  the  one  or  the  other,  or  perhaps  both 

those  effects.  I  am,  &c., 

JoHX  Hunter. 
[Enclosure  No.  5.] 
Captain  Macarthur  to  Governor  Hunter, 
Sir,  Pari-amatta,  25th  July,  1796. 

Mac*rthur'8  I  had  the  lionour  to  receive  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the 

^^^'  23rd  instant  last  evening,  and  I  confess  my  astonishment  at  the 

manner  in  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  answer  my  complaint 
against  Mr.  Atkins. 

I  complained  of  having  i^eceived  a  gross  and  wanton  insult  in 
the  execution  of  my  duty  ;  but  instead  of  receiving  redress  I  am 
told  my  having  omitted  to  bestow  the  title  of  Esquire  on  Mr. 
Atkins  was  intended  to  wound  his  feelings  as  a  gentleman,  or  to 
lessen  hun  in  the  eye  of  the  public  as  a  magistrate, 
^^tfii"***"  Surely  your  Excellency  cannot  seriously  suppose  that  I  cou'd 
design  to  effect  either  of  those  purposes  by  such  insignificant 
means ;  for  is  it  possible  that  the  use  of  a  tr^ng  appellation  can 
produce  a  change  in  the  public  opinion  of  a  man  so  deeply  plunged 
in  infamy ;  or  how  can  he  be  imagined  to  possess  one  feeling  of 
the  gentleman  when  the  enonnities  he  is  committing  daily  are 
considered. 

I  have  complained  of  Mr.  Atkins  because  I  know  myself  to 
l3e  injured,  and  I  persist  in  my  complaint  because  I  think  it 
degrading  to  his  Majesty's  service   that  ah  officer  bearing  his 
Sovereign's  Commission  shou'd  be  insulted  when  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duty  by  a  man  so  vile  as  is  the  person  in  question. 
He  chajge»        If  your  Excellency  shou'd  see  it  fit  to  call  on  me  for  a  specifica- 
mSSjonduct,  tion  of  the  facts  on  which  what  I  have  written  is  founded,  and  to 
substantiate  those  facts  by  evidence,  I  shall  with  great  readiness 
and  pleasure  come  forward.     Both  by  oral  and  written  evidence 
will  I  prove  that  Mr.  Atkins  is  a  public  cheater,  living  in  the 
most  boundless  dissipation,  without  any  visible  means  of  main- 
taining it  than  by  imposture  on  unwary  strangers  whose  business 
leads  them  to  this  settlement, 
and  offers  to      I  will  prove  that  in  his  public  and  official  capacity  drunken- 
bring  proofs,  j^^g  j^j^j  indecency  are  almost  inseparable  from  him  ;   and  that 
no  longer  since  than  the  19th  instant  he  was  exposing  himself  at 
an  early  hour  of  the  morning  in  the  public  streets  in  the  most 
disgracing  state  of  intoxication.     I  will  prove  that  very  recently 
he  in  a  fit  of  drunkenness  wrote  such  a  letter  on  business  to  an 
officer  of  my  corps  as  he  has  since  thought  it  prudent  to  request 
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might  be  destroyed,  least  it  shou'd  reach  your  eye,  and  discover      1796 
to  your  Excellency  how  exemplary  a  character  the  distribution  of     13  gept. 
public  justice  is  entrusted  to.  I  have,  <lrc., 

John  McArthur. 

[Enclosure  No.  6.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  Captain  Macartuur. 

Sir,  Sydney,  29th  July,  1796. 

Having  received  and  considered  the  subject  of  your  letter  Hunter 
of  the  25th,   I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  am  no  advocate  for  |J?Sti^.''" 
any  man  whose  public  conduct  in  the  particular  station  he  may  tton. 
mi  shall  appear  to  me  to  be  improper,  nor  desirous  of  keeping 
back  the  justice  which  is  due  to  those  who  feel  themselves  injured 
or  insulted.     I  shall  direct  as  early  as  possible  such  investigation 
of  the  charges  which  you  have  exhibited  against  Mr.  Atkins  as  it 
is  in  my  power  in  our  present  situation  to  order. 

I  am,  &c., 

John  Hunter. 
[Enclocore  No.  7.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  Captain  Macarthur. 
Sir,  Sydney,  13th  August,  1796. 

In  your  letter  to  me  of  the  25th  ulto.,  on  the  conduct  of  Hunter  asks 
Mr.  Atkins,  one  of  the  magistrates  doing  duty  at  Parramatta,  Sl^Sw!*** 
you  have  offered  to  come  forward  (if  I  shou'd  desire  it)  with  a 
specification  of  certain  charges  against  him  in  his  public  and 
official  capacity  ;  I  have  therefore  to  desire  that  you  will,  as  early 
as  convenient,  transmit  such  specification  to  the  Judge- Advocate 
at  Sydney.  I  am,  &c., 

John  Hunter. 
[EucIosareNo.  8.] 

Captain  Macarthur  to  Judge-Advocate  Collins. 
Sir,  Parramatta,  13th  August,  1796. 

I  this  evening  received  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  directing  me  to  transmit  to  you  a  specification  of  certain 
charges  against  Mr.  Atkins  in  his  public  and  official  capacity. 

Concluding,  therefore,  that  you  are  acquainted  with  the  particu-  Macarthur*a 
lars  of  the  correspondence  on  the  subject,  it  is  only  necessary  for  JJSni? "" 
me  to  say  that  my  assertions  (for  I  have  made  no  formal  charge  Atkins, 
against  Mr.  Atkins,  except  that  of  his  having  treated  me  with 
the  most  contemptuous  insolence  whilst  in  the  performance  of  my 
duty  at  the  post  where  I  commanded)  are  founded  : — 

First. — On  his  having  drawn  a  bill  of  exchange  in  favour  of  Attempts  to 
Captain  Bond,  of  the  East  India  Service,  on  Mr.  Thorn-  ^«'"*^* 
ton,  of  London,  with  intent  to  defraud,  he  having  neither 
account  or  credit  with  Mr.  Thornton. 
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18  Sept 


Habits  ot  in- 
temperance. 


Abusing  a 
creditor. 


Highway 
robbexy. 


A  compro* 

raising 

letter. 


Will  not 

volunteer 

proofs. 


Secondly. — On  his  having  drawn  a  bill  of  exchange  on  an 
agent  in  London,  with  whom  he  had  neither  acoonnt  or 
credit,  with  intent  to  defraud  Mr.  Palmer,  the  Com- 
missary. 

Thirdly. — On  his  being  frequently  in  a  state  of  the  most 
shamefull  intoxication,  but  more  particularly  on  the 
19th  of  August,  when  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning 
he  was  seen  exposing  himself  in  the  streets. 

Fourthly. — On  his  abusing  and  ill-treating  Mr.  Thorp,  the 
miUwright,'  and  William  Ridout,  for  applying  to  him 
for  the  payment  of  money  he  was  indebted  to  them. 

Fifthly. — On  his' stopping  Benjamin  Carver,  a  settler,  and 
forcibly  taking  from  him  his  property  in  the  public 
highway,  and  distributing  it  at  his  pleasure,  in  defiance 
of  the  poor  and  helpless  owner. 

Sixthly. — On  his  having  desired  the  destruction  of  one  of  his 
own  letters  written  to  Lieut.  Cummings,  least  it  should 
be  produced  and  prove  the  follies  that  are  committed 
under  the  sacred  name  of  justice. 

Having  now,  sir,  implicitly  obeyed  the  command  of  the  Grovemor 
in  stating  the  facts  on  which  what  I  have  written  to  him  is  founded, 
I  must  observe  that  I  have  done  it  merely  in  obedience  to  the 
Governor,  and  unless  I  am  called  upon  to  justify  myself  by  pro- 
ducing proofs  of  what  I  have  advanced  I  shall  feel  no  further 
interested ;  for  if  a  man  so  publicly  branded  with  the  commission 
of  the  vilest  frauds,  and  the  practice  of  the  lowest  vices,  be  deemed 
a  proper  person  to  act  as  a  magistrate,  or  to  succeed  you  as  Judge- 
Advocate  to  the  settlement,  any  endeavour  of  mine  to  prevent  it 
I  am  satisfied  must  be  unavailing.*  I  am,  &c., 

John  McArthur. 


The 

Governor 

satisfied 


[Enclosure  No.  9.] 
Judge-Advocate  Collixs  to  Captain  Macabthur. 
Sir,  Sydney,  23rd  August,  1796. 

Mr.  Atkins  having  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the 
assertions  respecting  his  conduct  transmitted  to  me  in  your  letter 
difeiice^*"'^®^  the  13th  instant,  and  his  answers  thereto  having  been  laid 
before  the  Governor,  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  to  acquaint 
you  that  he  is  satisfied  therewitli.  I  am,  <lbc., 

David  Collii^. 

rNoTE. — The  remainder  of  tlte  eorrespondenoe  in  Hiis  case, 
auhough  not  in  strict  order  of  date ^  ie  printed  here  for  convenience 
of  reference.] 

*  See  Atkins's  re|die8  to  tiiese  charges.— Post,  p.  448. 
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Governor  Hunter  to  Richard  Atkins,  Esq.  1703 

Sir,  Sydney,  12th  August,  1796.  UAng. 

I  had  yesterday  an  intention  to  have  written  to  Captain  AtkinTuid 
McArthur  relative  to  the  charges  he  offers  to  prove  against  your  Maowthnr. 
couduct  in  your  public  and  official  capacity  as  a  magistrate,  but 
as  I  find  there  cannot  be  any  other  investigation  of  this  business 
but  by  bringing  it  immediately  before  a  Court  of  Civil  Judica- 
ture, I  have  defer'd  doing  anything  in  it  untill  I  know  that  such 
public  enquiry  might  meet  your  wishes.         I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Richard  Atkins  to  Captain  Macarthub. 

Sir,  August,  1796.*  ^ 

The  repugnance  I  feel  at  descending  to  an  epistolary  or  A  violent 
any  other  altercation  with  a  man  of  your  principles  can  only  be  *****'* 
surmounted  by  the  gratification  that  natui^ally  results  to  a  man  of 
honour  in  delineating  even  by  paper  the  deformity  of  an  opposite 
character ;  and  where  can  I  find  a  subject  like  yourself  1 — A  man, 
the  baseness  of  whose  heart  even  imagination,  however  warm,  can 
hardly  portray.  To  enter  into  contact  with  such  a  being  might 
become  contagious  ;  but,  however,  on  this  occasion  I  will  not 
decline  giving  my  unequivocal  sentiments  of  so  worthless  a  member 
of  society. 

That  your  cliarges,  or,  as  you  now  term  them,  assertions,  against  Macarthurt 
me  were  founded  upon  the  most  ignoble  motives,  such  as  malice,  TOndemned. 
revenge,  <kc.,  is  incontestably  proved  by  your  meanly  abandoning 
them,  after  positively  pledging  yourself  to  support  them  by  "  proof 
oral  and  written."    What  must  your  sense  of  shame  be  when  you, 
a  Goliah  of  honour  and  veracity,  should  resort  to  a  subtifuge  at 
which  the  meanest  convict  might  blush,  by  skulking  from  sub- 
stantial meaning  and  screening  yourself  by  a  jingle  of  words  from 
that  manly  perseverance  which  should  mark  the  character  of  a 
man  professing  as  you  do.      Tlie  quibble  between  charges  and  AdtetincUon 
assertions  is  of  too  flimsy  a  texture  to  require  a  comment.     It  is  diflerenoe. 
only  worthy  of  a  dastardly  coward  like  yourself.     Your  original 
meanness  and  despicable  littleness  pervades  your  every  action.    It 
shows  the  cloven  foot.    Return  to  your  original  nothing ;  we  know 
what  you  have  been,  and  what  you  now  are ;  and  believe  me  an 
honest  and  industrious  staymaker  is  a  more  honourable  and  more 
useful  member  of  society  than  such  a  man  as  I  hold  you  to  be. 

Let  me  ask  who  has  been  the  incendiary — who  has  been  the  pro-  a  promoter 
meter  of  all  the  feuds  and  animosities  between  individuals  in  this 
colony  ?     You,  sir.     You  are  likewise  the  man  who  has  had  the 
audacity  to  accuse  me  with  having  acted  officially  and  individually 

*  There  ia  nothinjr  to  show  on  what  date  in  August  this  letter  was  written,  but  it  Is 
erident  fn»n  the  oootente  that  it  immediately  followed  Macartbur's  letter  to  CoUinaof  ISth 
AugiMt,  1790.— Ante,  p.  123. 


126 


HISTORICAL   BEOORDS  OF   NEW  SOUTH   WALES. 


1796 

Avg. 


The  people 
will  Judge. 


Penonal 

recrlmina* 

tions. 


with  injustice,  oppression,  and  peculation — nay,  even  highway 
robbery.  You  who,  four  years  ago,  was  only  a  lieutenant,  penny- 
less  but  by  his  pay,  and  is  now  reputed  worth  dB8,000.  Let  this 
colony  bear  witness  where  lies  the  strongest  presumption,  you  or 
me,  being  the  oppressor,  peculator,  or  robber.  On  this  subject, 
viper,  you  bite  a  file;  the  day  of  retribution  will  come,  and 
believe  me  it  is  not  far  off,  when  you  will  be  dragged  forward  by 
the  strong  arm  of  justice  to  public  view  as  a  monster  of  society, 
the  betrayer  of  private  conversation,  to  answer  your  own  malicious 
ends,  the  assassin  of  all  that  constitutes  true  honour.  But  why 
adopt  that  epithet  when  addressing  a  man  to  whom  it  is  a  perfect 
stranger  other  than  by  sound,  for  he  never  felt  it  ? 

I  at  this  period  feel  myself  degraded  by  devoting  a  moment  in 
becoming  monitor  of  such  a  man.  Could  you  suppose  that  under 
any  possible  point  of  view  your  pomposity  in  promising  to  support 
your  charges  against  me  must  not  recoil  more  forcibly  on  yourself, 
and  render  you  an  object  of  real  contempt  with  every  man  of  real 
honour  and  veracity  1  Can  you  believe  that  the  man  who  has 
been  guilty  of  such  "  enormities  as  you  are  daily  practising"  can 
but  be  detested  by  all  mankind  who  have  a  spark  of  benevolence 
and  phylanthropy  in  their  composition  ?  No,  you  are  known  toi> 
well  not  to  suppose  it !  You  have  passed  the  Hubicon  of  true 
dishonour ;  you,  however,  are  seared  against  its  sense,  and  the 
less  pitiable,  feeling  it  not  that  you  are  a  leper  in  reputation,  and 
that  you  ought  to  be  driven  f rpm  the  society  of  all  good  men  least 
you  should  be  infectious.  Shall  I  go  on,  or  have  I  said  enough 
to  a  man  who  bears  "  his  Sovereign's  Commission  "  and  has  been 
called  Iyer  and  scoundrel,  and,  if  I  am  not  misinformed,  receive<l 
a  blow,  and  still  talks  of  honour  1  I  assert  you  have  been  calle<l 
these ;  I  apply  them  again  to  you,  and  if  your  fertile  imagination 
can  form  any  epithets  more  forcible,  take  them,  for  they  are  your 
own.  The  manners  of  a  gentleman  only  causes  my  subscribuig 
myself,  Your  humble  serv't, 

Richard  Atkiits. 

I  think  it  proper  to  acqt.  that  your  late  infamous  transaction 
respecting  me,  as  well  as  some  other  well-authenticated  facts,  ai-e 
going  home  for  ye  perusal  of  those  whom  it  may  concern ;  it  is 
not  your  signature  of  a  few  letters  that  will  wipe  them  away. 


Asks  that 
Court  be 
convened. 


Sir, 


Richard  Atkins  to  Judge- Advocate  Collins. 


I  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant  inclosing  a  copy 
of  certain  charges  exhibited  against  me  by  Captain  McArthur,  in 
consequence  of  which  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  in  my  name 
supplicate  his  Excellency  the  Governor  to  convene  a  Court  of 
Civil  Judicature  for  the  investigation  of  such  charges  as  the  said 
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Court  may  be  competent  to.     I  say  competent  for  I  totally  object       1W8 

to  the  admissibility  of  the  two  first  charges,  they  being  purely       aujt. 

of  a  private  nature,  and  not  cognizable  before  any  Court  in  this       — 

colony  under  their  present  form.     The  motives  I  might  have  the 

for  drawing  any  bills,  and  the  various  reasons  the  persons  on  ^"{J^ei'xV? 

whom  the  bills  were  drawn  might  have  for  not  paying  them,  is  Court. 

between  ourselves,  nor  can  any  person  interfere  but  those  who 

may  feel  a  loss  in  consequence  of  our  respective  transactions,  and 

the  law  and  regular  mode  of  obtaining  the  benefit  of  that  law  Ls 

clearly  laid  down  both  by  theory  and  practice.     For  these  reasons 

I  again  deny  the  competency  of  the  Court  respecting  the  two  first 

charges,  however  respectable  the  members  of  that  Court  may  be. 

With  respect  to  the  tliird,  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  charges,  I  am 

to  acquaint  you  I  am  ready  to  answer  them  whenever  calle<l  on 

so  to  do.  I  am,  &c., 

^ Richard  Atkins. 

The  Rev.  S.  Marsdex  to  Jud«e-Advocate  Collins. 
Sir,  August,  179G. 

Mr.  Atkins  having  called  upon  me  to  give  my  testimony  of  Mawden'a 
his  conduct,  in  compliance  with  his  request  I  feel  no  hesitation  to  ^,JSrnh>K 
make  the  following  declaration  : — That  every  Court  day  when  Atkins. 
Mr.  Atkins  and  I  have  sat  together  to  hear  any  complaints  Mr. 
Atkins  has  always  appeared  to  me  to  be  perfectly  sober,  and 
Ijoth  capable  and  also  ready  to  proceed  to  the  investigation  of 
such  matters  as  were  from  time  to  time  brought  before  us.     I 
may  further  add  that  no  act  of  injustice  or  oppression  done  by 
Mr.  Atkins  to  any  individual  in  the  colony  has  ever  come  within 
my  knowledge  or  information.     I  do  also  believe  that  Mr.  Atkins 
has  never  transgressed  the  sacred  rule  of  justice  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty  as  a  magistrate  at  Parramatta  since  I  have  known  him. 

I  am,  drc,      Sahl.  Marsden,  J.P. 


Geo.  Barrington*  to  The  Rev.  S.  Marsden. 
Revd.  Sir,  August,  1796. 

In  obedience  to  your  requisition  to  know  whether  in  wait-  Geoye 
ing  on  R.  Atkins,  Esq.,  J. P.,  with  reports  or  other  official  duty  I  opiniono"* 
have  at  any  time  found  him  so  inebriated  as  to  be  unable  to  Atkina. 
proceed  to  investigation,  permit  me  to  say  that  I  recollect  no  such 
instance.     On  such  occasions  he  has  generally  appeared  to  me  to 
be  actuated  by  a  lively  zeal  for  the  public  welfare.     And  I  think 
I  may  take  the  liberty  to  add  that  few  men  here  or  elsewhere  have 
more  accurate  or  more  extensive  notions  of  the  duties  of  justice 
and  benevolence  than  the  gentleman  alluded  to.     I  am,  <kc., 

Geo.  Barrington. 

*C>eoi|^  Barrinjcton,  the  famous  pickpocket,  \vm  at  this  time  superiutendent  at  Parra* 
Otttto.-Ante,  p.  115. 
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John  Thompson  to  The  Rev.  S.  Mabsden. 

Reverend  Sir,  Parramatta,  19th  August,  1796. 

Agreeable  to  your  request^  I  transmit  the  following  testi- 
mony respecting  Mr.  Atkins  : — In  Deer.,  1 792,  I  received  from 
Mr.  Palmer,  the  Commissary,  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by  Mr. 
Atkins  on  Messrs.  Wimbume  and  Collett,  in  London,  which  biU, 
on  my  arrival  in  England,  I  presented  for  acceptance.  One  of 
these  gentlemen  (I  believe  Mr.  Wimbume)  told  me  that  they  could 
not  pay  it  as  they  had  no  money  of  his  in  their  hands,  but  desired 
me  to  leave  the  bill  and  call  again  in  a  few  days,  when  he  would 
see  what  could  be  done. 

In  the  course  of  three  weeks  or  a  month  I  called  again  and 
saw  another  gentleman  (the  other  partner  of  the  house),  who  told 
me  they  had  no  money  of  Mr.  Atkins  in  their  hands  for  some 
time,  and  that  I  had  better  carry  the  bill  to  the  indorser  or  his 
agent,  which  I  did,  and  Mr.  Toulmim  accepted  it  immediately. 

I  suffered  no  loss  by  this  bill,  nor  ever  mentioned  it  as  a  re- 
flection on  the  character  of  Mr.  Atkins,  being  the  subject  of  a 
private  conversation  at  Captn.  McArthur's  house,  from  whence  I 
never  expected  unguarded  talk  would  be  brought  forward  to  the 
prejudice  of  a  gentleman  which  was  not  meant  as  such. 

I  have  been  in  some  degree  of  intimacy  with  Mr.  Atkins  ever 
since  my  arrival  in  this  country,  and  from  what  I  have  been  able 
to  observe  from  his  general  conduct  and  conversation  (even  the 
most  unguarded)  I  sincerely  believe  him  to  be  a  man  of  strict 
honour  and  principle,  and  uncapable  of  drawing  that  bill  with  a 
fraudulent  intention,  and  I  attribute  the  refusal  to  mistakes  of 
agents  which  we  all  know  frequently  liappens. 

I  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  make  application  to  Mr.  Atkins 
in  his  official  capacity,  and  always  found  him  ready  to  attend  to 
them,  nor  to  my  knowledge  did  I  ever  observe  Mr.  Atkins  in- 
capable of  attending  to  his  duty  from  inebriety. 

I  firmly  believe  this  prosecution  to  be  raised  from  private  resent- 
ment, as  I  have  often  heard  Captn.  McArthur  rail  very  much 
against  Mr.  Atkins,  and  Captn.  McArthur  himself  told  me  he 
would  not  have  troubled  Mr.  Atkins  at  this  time  if  he  (Mr.  Atkins) 
had  not  interfered  with  him  in  his  duty. 

I  have  frequently  heard  Mr.  Atkins  say  that  tho'  Captain 
McArthur  and  himself  had  been  at  variance,  yet  he  would,  as  the 
inspector  of  the  public  works,  pay  the  most  particular  attention 
to  anything  that  affected  Captn.  McArthur;  and  in  my  opinion  he 
always  shewed  a  peculiar  delicacy  in  anytliing  that  might  hurt 
Captn.  McArthur's  feelings,  tho'  he  has  often  observed  Captn. 
McArthur  had  not  adhered  to  ye  same  line  of  conduct  towards 
him.  I  am,  &c., 

Jno.  Thompson. 
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Tho8.  Arndell  to  The  Rev.  S.  Marsden.  1796 

Reverend  Sir,  Arthur's  Hill,  18th  August,  1796.  isAuy. 

In  compliance  with  your  desire,  I  send  you  the  under- 
written testimony  of  Mr.  Atkins's  conduct. 

About  the  latter  end  of  July  I  met  Captn.  McArthur,  when  MacartJ.ar 
he  informed  me  of  the  difference  between  Mr.  Atkins  and  him-  *°**  Atkuw. 
self,  and  that  he  should  inform  the  Governor  of  his  character, 
which  was  a  drunkard,  a  swindler,  a  vagabond,  &c.,  <kc.,  and 
spoke  of  Mr.  Atkins  as  an  unfit  person  for  the  office  he  was  to 
liold.  Oaptn.  McArthur  also  told  me  that  if  Mr.  Atkins  had  not 
begun  with  him  he  should  not  have  meddled  with  him  now.  I 
informed  Mr.  Atkins  of  the  conversation,  only  omittipg  the 
abusive  and  slanderous  expressions  made  use  of,  fearing  it  might 
widen  their  breach. 

From  my  private  intimacy  with  Mr.  Atkins  for  several  years,  Anide]rii 
no  person  has  had  more  opportunity  of  observing  his  conduct  SSiiS?  °' 
and  knowing  his  real  principle,  which  I  have  ever  found  full  of 
benevolence,  justice,  and  humanity.  Since  Mr.  Atkins  has  held 
his  present  situation  I  have  always  heard  him  express  the  greatest 
wish  to  oblige  Captn.  McArthur  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  and 
by  all  means  to  avoid  quarrels  and  contentions,  as  it  would  answer 
no  end  but  that  of  impeding  the  public  service. 

I  have  frequently  heard  Mr.  Atkins  say  that  Captn.  McArthur's 
conduct  towards  him  during  the  time  he  held  Mr.  Atkins's  present 
situation  had  deeply  wounded  his  feelings,  yet  he  was  determined 
never  to  retaliate.     I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  envy  is  He  imputes 
the  cause  of  Captn.  McArthur  instituting  the  present  inquiry.  MaoLrthur. 
This  is  all  at  present  from,  &c.  Thos.  Arndell. 


Captain  Macarthur  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Bir,  Farramatta,  13th  September,  1796.         lasept 

It  being  my  intention  to  transmit  copies  of  the  correspon-  Macftrthur 
dence  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  hold  with  your  Excellency,  JJ^.***® 
and  to  declare  my  opinion  respecting  this  colony,  to  his  Majesty's  tpondence 
Secretary  of  State,  candour  and  justice  require  that  you  shou'd  be  ^^™^' 
informed  of  it.  I  have,  Ac, 

John  McArthur. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  14th  Sept.,  1796.         i4  Sept. 

Having  this  day  received   a  letter  from  Captain  John  Hunter's 
McArthur,  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  wherein  he  informs  me  comments, 
that  it  is  his  intention  to  lay  before  your  Grace  copies  of  such 
correspondence  as  he  has  had  with  me,  and  also  to  give  you  his 
opinion  respecting  the  colony  : 
VOL.  Ill — I 
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1796  It  may  not  be  improper  that  I  shou'd  inform  your  Grace  that  this 

usept     officer  is  the  person  who  had  been  appointed  by  Iieut.-Govenior 
—       Grose  Inspector  of  the  Public  Works,*  an  appointment  which  I 
official      '  soon  after  my  arrival  saw  to  be  highly  necessary  to  the  assistance 
position.       ^f  ^jjg  Governor,  and  in  which  I  said  I  had  continued  this  officer. 
But  having,  before  I  had  been  long  in  the  country,  had  cause 
to  remark  that  scarcely  anything  short  of  the  full  power  of  the 
Governor  wou'd  be  consider'd  by  this  person  as  sufficient  for  con- 
ducting the  dutys  of  his  office,  and  that  such  power  as  he  had 
thought  proper  to  exercise  having  given  cause  to  some  complaints 
which  had  been  lay'd  before  me,  I  saw  it  absolutely  necessary 
to  forbid  any  interference  in  the  departments  of  other  officers, 
who  were  respectively,  as  principals  in  their  own  departments, 
responsible  to  me  as  the  Governor.    Such  decision  upon  such  com- 
plaints not  having  satisfied  Mr.  McArthur,  he  soon  after  desir'd 
Hit  permission  to  resign  his  civil  appointment,  and  this  I  judg'd  he 

rengnatioiL  ^^  determin'd  upon  from  finding  that  in  all  such  cases  I  wou'd 
be  governed  by  my  own  judgement,  and  that  I  was  not  disposed 
to  allow  any  power  to  any  officer  in  this  colony  which  cou'd  be 
exercised  to  the  annoyance  of  other  responsible  persons,  or  to  the 
disturbance  of  that  peace  and  harmony  on  which  I  consider'd  the 
happiness  of  the  people  at  large  and  the  progressive  improvement 
of  the  colony  depended  so  much.  I,  without  reluctance,  accepted 
the  resignation,!  and  this  officer  has  now  thought  fit  within  three 
Hifl  com-  days  of  the  sailing  of  the  ship  by  which  I  forward  my  dispatches 
witbthe^  to  announce  his  intention  of  laying  his  opinion  respecting  the 
SeCTetftiy  of  colony  before  your  Grace  ;  and  this  information  he  has  convey'd 
to  me  in  terms  which  imply  a  censure  on  my  judgement  or 
management  of  those  concerns  with  which  his  Majesty  had  been 
pleas'd  to  entrust  me  (a  copy  of  his  letter  I  enclose),  and  this 
opinion  is  to  be  accompanied  with  copies  of  some  correspondence 
with  me  of  which  I  have  no  immediate  recollection,  not  having 
ever  had  any  with  him  on  any  subject  of  sufficient  importance  to 
trouble  your  Grace  with. 

I  will  not  take  up  your  Grace's  time  by  such  observations  as  this 
conduct  might  suggest ;  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  I  think 
any  person  at  perfect  liberty  to  give  their  private  <^imoin  opon 
what  they  know  and  what  they  see  when  abroad  to  their  private 
Theoirtcome  fnends.  But  I  am  of  opinion  that  were  every  restless,  specula- 
oonduct.  ting,  troublesome,  or  dissatisfied  individual  in  this  or  in  any  distant 
colony  encouraged  to  consider  himself  of  sufficient  importance  to 
take  the  liberty  of  corresponding  with  his  Majesty's  mmiBters 
upon  the  public  concerns  of  such  colony,  and  wholly  independant 
of  the  €U>v«mor,  it  wou'd  soon  occasion  such  a  variety  of  opuiions 
as  oou'd  only  serve  to  embarrass  the  judgement  of  Govemaieat, 

♦  Tol.  ii,  pp.  14,  827. 

t  See  the  correspondence  relative  to  the  reslgnallQii  of  Cftptain  MiioHtfaiir.~-^k&ta,  vm,  t7, 
28,41,42.  "  •^  "^ 
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and  won'd  generally  be  fon&d  to  be  directed  more  to  the  private      iTte 
intrest  of  the  several  schemers  than  that  of  the  paUic.     If  indi-     ,4  ^^^^ 
Tidnals  have  anything  to  offer  for  the  benefit  <rf  the  service,  it       — 
should  come  thro'  its  proper  channel     If  there  exists  any  griev-  Governor 
aoee  which  it  might  be  necessary  to  lay  before  the  Secretary  of  ^9**°^^- 
State,  that  shoa'd  also  pass  thro'  the  hands  of  the  Grovemor,  in 
order  to  his  making  such  observations  upon  it  as  might  place  it 
in  as  clear  a  point  of  view  as  possible. 

I  am  not  known,  my  Lord,  to  possess  a  violent  or  a  peevish 
disposition,  but  I  hope  your  Grace  will  pardon  me  when  I  declare 
that  I  consider  this  officer's  conduct  in  this  instance  to  be  an  An 
impertinent,  indirect,  and  highly  censurable  interference  in  the  Int^rence 
dutys  and  department  of  the  G<>vemor  of  this  colony,  which,  if  ^***>  ♦*»- , 
permitted  to  pass  without  representation  or  notice,  might  termi-  functions, 
nate  in  reducing  his  consequence  and  authority  to  a  mere  name, 
and  encourage   every  person   engaged   in   private   speculations, 
whenever  the  public  orders  and  regulations  which  existing  circum- 
stances may  render  necessary  may  interfere  with  or  disappoint 
their  favourite  schemes,  to  inform  the  Grovemor  they  intend  to 
laj  their  opinions  before  his  Majesty's  minister. 

As  I  know  nothing  of  the  circumstances  intended  by  this 
officer  for  your  Grace's  information,  it  is  not  necessary  to  trespass 
longer  on  your  Grace's  time.*  I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Huntrr. 

Captain  Macarthub  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  15th  Sept.,  1796.         i5S«pt. 

From  a  persuasion  it  is  of  importance  that  this  settlement 
be  enabled  to  maintain  itself  in  food  of  its  own  production  as  a  self- 
speedily  as  possiUe,  and  that  the  heavy  expences  may  be  lessened  Bujmorting 
which  it  is  the  cause  of,  I  have  presumed  to  trouble  your  Grace 
with  some  observations  that  a  long  residence  in  the  colony  has 
rubied  me  to  make,  and  to  point  out  some  errors  in  its  present 
management,  which,  if  not  soon  corrected,  will  create  more  diffi- 
caities  than  it  has  even  yet  felt. 

If  my  information  of  the  sums  expended  within  the  last  year 
merely  for  internal  produce  be  not  inaccurate,  it  cannot  be 
onsceeptable  to  discover  a  mode  of  lessening  so  considerable  aai 
inGomberance,  nor  will  your  Grace  think  your  time  and  patience 
impertinently  trespassed  on. 

No  officer  haa  possessed  more  ample  means  of  informing  himsdf  Hacarthur's 
of  the  produce  of  the  colony,  the  nature  of  its  soils,  and  the  manner  J^^""*' 
of  cultivating  it  than  myself,  I  having,  after  the  departure  of  Govr.  aoquiriiur 
WiiUip,  received  an  appointment  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Grose  J^'^™*****"' 
that  subjected  most  of  our  agricultural  concerns  to  my  inspection 
and  control.     The  experience  which  I  derived  from  my  publick 

*  iMKrthu's  letter  ma  referred  to  Hunter  by  the  Dnke  of  Portluul.— Poet,  p.  208. 


132 


HISTORICAL   RECORDS   OF   NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


1796 

15  Sept. 


Fifteen  to 
thirty 
bushels  per 
acre. 


The 

labourer's 

product. 


Hunter's 

first 

impressions. 


Macarthur's 
re«tiifnation. 


employ,  and  the  observations  that  I  made  in  the  management  of 
my  private  farm,  soon  enabled  me  to  determine  that  it  was  a  most 
disadvantageous  system  for  Government  to  cultivate  grain,  but  that 
any  individual  who  would  pay  common  attention  to  the  culture 
of  his  farm  might,  with  justice  to  himself,  undertake  to  feed  Yd& 
servants  with  bread  after  the  expiration  of  eighteen  months  from 
the  time  of  his  commencing  to  farm. 

I  calculated  that  each  man  would  consume  twelve  bushels  of 
wheat  in  a  year,  and  I  know  that  in  the  worst  season  one  acre  of 
good  land  (of  which  we  have  an  immense  quantity)  would  produce 
fifteen  bushels  of  wheat,  and  that  in  favourable  seasons  from  twenty 
to  thirty  bushels  pr.  acre  may  be  expected.  From  this  it  appeal's 
that  under  the  discouraging  circumstance  of  an  unfavourable  season 
the  cultivation  of  a  single  acre  will  more  than  supply  one  man  with 
bread,  and  that  with  a  fruitful  season  a  very  considerable  surpluii 
will  remain. 

Two  men,  who  have  been  but  little  accustomed  to  labour,  can 
cut  down  the  trees  on  an  acre  of  the  most  heavily  incumbered 
ground,  they  can  bum  them  off  it,  and  completely  cultivate  the 
whole  with  wheat  in  one  month,  without  labouring  more  than 
eight  hours  in  a  day.  As  the  season  for  sowing  wheat  conunences 
in  April  and  continues  until  the  end  of  July,  a  settler,  beginning 
to  clear  his  ground  so  late  as  February,  can  with  great  ease  clear 
and  cultivate  six  acres  with  wheat,  allowing  him  only  the  assistance 
of  one  servant.  There  will  then  be,  even  tho'  a  month  should  be 
expended  in  harvest  work,  five  spare  months  to  forward  his  little 
buildings  and  to  cultivate  maize  and  vegetables  for  feeding  hogs 
and  poultry.  By  this  distribution  of  the  time  and  labour  of  a 
settler  and  his  servant  every  farm  in  the  country  worth  cultivating 
will  produce  a  sufficiency  of  grain  to  supply  with  bread  three  times 
the  number  of  labourers  employed  on  them. 

When  his  Excellency  Governor  Hunter  arrived  in  this  colony 
I  thought  it  my  duty  respectfully  to  communicate  my  observations 
to  him,  and  the  conclusions  that  I  had  drawn. from  them.  He 
was  then  pleased  to  express  himself  highly  gratified  at  the  opening 
prospect  of  the  settlement,  and  to  declare  a  resolution  of  pursuing 
instant  measures  for  reducing  the  expences  of  Government.  It  is 
painful  for  me  to  inform  your  Grace  that  this  resolution  has  never 
yet  been  put  in  practice,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  so  great  a 
degree  of  relaxation  was  almost  immediately  admitted  in  the  con- 
ducting every  department  of  the  publick  business  that  I  thought  I 
cou'd  no  longer,  with  honour  to  myself,  continue  in  an  office  to 
which  there  might  be  the  smallest  responsibility  annexed. 

I  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  herewith  the  copies  of  letters* 
relative  to  the  resignation  of  my  civil  appointment,  and  of  others 
on  subjects  of  agriculture,  which  will  fully  explain  to  your  Grace 
that  I  now  advance  nothing  but  what  I  have  before  communicated 

•  Ante,  pp;  27,  28,  41,  42. 
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to  Governor  Hunter,  and  that  my  opinions  respecting  the  resources       1796 
of  this  colony  are  founded  on  practice,  not  on  wild  and  uncertain     15  g^pt. 
speculations. 

I  have  declared  that,  unless  our  present  errors  are  corrected, 
more  serious  difficulties  will  yet  be  felt ;  and  I  hesitate  not  to  say, 
further,  that  the  interest  of  Government  is  utterly  disregarded,  its  a  wHous 
money  idly  and  wantonly  squandered,  whilst  vice  and  profligacy  *^*'*'«*- 
are  openly  countenanced.  I  will  not,  however,  substitute  declama- 
tory assertions  for  specific  facts,  as  it  is  my  purpose  to  convince 
your  Grace  that  I  am  guided  by  a  spirit  of  truth  and  influenced 
by  a  just  sense  of  honour. 

Your  Grace  will  observe  that  Governor  Hunter,  in  reply  to  my  Miuatrthur'u 
offer  of  maintaining  one  hundred  men  with  bread,  free  of  expence  ^JiS  '*^*^ 
to  the  Crown,  declined  accepting  it,  assigning  as  a  reason  that  i»bourere. 
there  were  no  labourers  to  spare.     By  an  examination  of  the  Com- 
missary's returns  it  will  be  found  that  more  than  three  tliousand 
persons  are  victualled  at  the  stores  of  Government.     From  the 
Uovemor's  reports  it  will  be  seen  that  not  an  acre  of  publick 
ground  is  cultivated ;  it  is  also  equally  certain  that  no  buildings  of 
any  consequence  are  constructing.     It  is  therefore  evident  that 
almost  all  the  labouring  men  of  the  colony  are  either  not  employed 
at  all,  or  that  they  are  engaged  in  the  service  of  private  people. 

I  can  prove  that  many  who  are  fed  at  the  expence  of  his  Government 
Majesty  are  permitted  to  dispose  of   their  time  as  they  think  nScctcti. 
proper  themselves ;  that  others  are  allowed  for  the  service  of 
convict  prostitute  women ;  and  that  the  labour  of  one-half  of  the 
people  is  directed  to  purposes  which  can  never  be  of  the  smallest 
utility  or  advantage  to  the  colony. 

A  great  number  are  settled  on  farms  without  any  means  beini;  Conditions 
adopted  to  ascertain  the  quality  of  the  soil  that  is  to  be  culti-  lettien. 
rated,  the  consequence  of  which  is,  that  after  a  year's  labour  has 
}jeen  expended  it  is  discovered  there  is  no  prospect  of  such  land 
ever  supporting  its  owner.  Many  who  are  settled  in  the  most 
fertile  parts  of  the  country  are  so  dissolutely  disposed,  and  con- 
finned  in  such  habits  of  idleness,  that  it  can  never  be  expected 
they  will  voluntarily  labour  whilst  there  is  a  possibility  of  sub- 
•sisting  by  plunder.  Had  those  men,  instead  of  being  permitted 
to  b^me  settlers,  been  obliged  to  employ  themselves  in  the 
-service  of  an  industrious  and  vigilant  master,  they  would  not 
only  have  produced  by  their  labour  enough  to  maintain  them- 
selves, but  there  would  have  been  a  surplus  to  contribute  to  the 
furnii^iing  the  civil  and  military  establishments. 

When  the  stores  were  opened  this  season  to  receive  maize  from  The  wheat 
the  settlers  there  was  in  the  granaries  more  than  twenty  thou-  ^'^^ 
sand  bushels  of  wheat ;  there  was  also  unthreshed  near  six  thou- 
sand bushels  that  was  raised  under  my  direction  on  the  publick 
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1796      ground  last  year.     This  wheat  was  more  than  sufficient  to  supply 

15  Sept    ^^^  Golcmy  until  next  harvest,  and  it  is  a  fact  of  which  Governor 

Hunter  could  not  be  ignorant. 

PurohoBing       Notwithstanding  this  he  has  since  permitted  more  than  thirty 

^"''  thousand  bushels  of  maize  to  be  purchased  at  an  expence  of  near 

eight  thousand  pounds  slJbrling.     To  what  uses  this  cam  can  be 

applied  is  not  yet  known,  as  it  is  certain  there  will  be  no  want 

of  it. 

Had  the  settlers,  instead  of  having  their  com  purchased  from 
them,  been  obliged  to  keep  it,  it  is  probable  they  would  have  raised 
an  immense  number  of  hogs  ;  but  as  they  have  now  sold  their  grain, 
and  have  no  means  of  feeding  them,  they  liave  no  alternative 
iJeBtra^on  but  to  destroy  theii*  breeding-wws.  Already  so  many  of  those 
'  animals  have  been  killed,  and  bought  by  Government  at  one 
shilling  per  pound,  that  I  am  convinced  the  whole  race  would  be 
exterminated  in  a  few  months  but  for  the  care  of  the  officers  of 
the  settlement. 

The  receiving  grain  at  the  stores  being  entrusted  to  the  super- 
intendants  who  assist  the  Commissary,  those  people  are  at  liberty 
to  issue  receipts  for  any  quantity  they  please,  without  even  the 
smallest  attempt  being  made  to  guard  against  imposition. 
A  dishonest       One  of  the  superintendants  who  is  now  authorized  to  give 
aervant.        receipts  in  this  unlimited  manner  was  some  time  since  detected 
by  me  in  plundering  the  storehouse,  where  he  was  placed  to  issue 
provisions,  and  he  was  in  consequence  of  it  suspended  from  his 
office  ;  but  after  my  resignation  he  was  again  restored.     At  this 
moment  he  is  possessed  of  power  to  disperse  receipts  to  any  amount, 
without  the  possibility  of  being  detected  if  he  does  it  fraudulently. 
We  have  of  late  had  several  ships  to  visit  us  from  India  on 
voyages  of  speculation.     Most  of  them  have  brought  large  quanti- 
PurchMingr  ties  of  sugar,  and  disposed  of  it  to  private  people  at  the  rate  of 
from  sevenpence  to  ninepence  per  pound.     It  is  not  three  months 
since  it  was  so  sold,  yet  it  was  not  then  discovered  that  Govern- 
ment wanted  a  supply ;  but  within  the  last  fortnight  it  has  been 
found  convenient  to  purchase  several  ton  weight  of  the  same  sugar 
at  fourteen-pence  per  pound,  and  it  is  now  issuing  to  every  convict 
as  a  part  of  the  ration.     I  have  no  means  of  informing  myself  of 
the  expence  of  this  purchase,  but  I  am  certain  it  must  amount  to 
more  than  one  thousand  pounds  sterling.* 
Morals  of  the      It  is  a  melancholy  truth,  my  Lord,  that  vice  of  every  description 
commun  y.  ^^  Qpgnly  encouraged,  and  it  cannot  therefore  excite  much  surprise 
that  the  lower  order  of  the  people  continue  their  former  practices 
when  those  whose  situations  require  the  most  particular  circum- 
spection of  conduct  are  the  most  openly  dissipated  and  abandoned. 
The  papers  labelled  "  Copies  of  letters  relative  to  Mr.  Richard 
Atkins"  are  submitted  to  your  Grace  as  a  proof  that  men  whose 
characters  are  disgraceful  to  the  British  nation  may  find  support 

*  Post,  pp.  224,  368,  518. 
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and  protection  ki  the  colony.    I  am  fully  aware,  my  Lord,  that  if      17M 
I  fail  to  prore  the  truth  of  what  I  have  asserted  I  shall  with     ^  f^^ 
justice  be  driven  from  his  Majesty's  service  with  every  mark  of 
ignominy  and  disgrace. 

I  have  written  under  this  conviction,  and  have  therefore  been 
particularly  cautious  to  adTance  nothing  but  what  can  be  satis- 
factorily established. 

I  am    confident  that  at  this   moment  the  colony  ought  to  ProaiMot  of 
maintain  itself  with  bread  without  expence  to  his  Majesty,  and  I  SUS^JK^ 
pledge  myself  to  prove  that  in  one  year,  after  proper  arrange-  ^**^**^ 
ments  are  made,  there  will  be  a  sufficiency  of  animal  food  raised 
to  answer  every  demand  for  the  number  of  its  present  inhabitants. 
The  reasons  on  which  I  form  this  opinion  will  be  seen  in  the 
paper  labelled  '^  A  plan  to  encourage  the  increase  of  live  stock." 

In  the  measure  I  have  taken  of  communicating  my  opinions  to 
your  Grace  I  have  been  influenced  by  no  private  enmities — no 
dishonourable  purposes.  I  have  been  persuaded  that  silence  in 
such  a  case  would  be  criminal,  and  I  could  not  apprehend  danger 
in  being  just.  Under  this  conviction  I  shall  wait  the  event  in 
calm  expectation.  I  have,  <bc., 

JoHX  McArthur. 
[EncloBure.] 

MaCABTHUR's   OfiSKBYATlOIffS  ON   BtOCK-BBBEDINQ. 

Observations  humbly  submitted  to  his  Majesty's  ministers  for 
encouraging  the  increase  of  live  stock  in  his  Majesty's  colony 
^    of  New  South  Wales. 
That  every  settler  disooveiing  the  smallest  inclination  to  industry  stook- 
be  furnished  with  two  Iweeding-eows.  breeding. 

That  these  sows  be  continued  as  the  property  of  Government, 
and  that  the  settler,  for  his  care  and  expence  in  feeding  them 
and  their  female  (Spring,  be  indulged  with  the  whole  of  the 
males  they  shall  produce,  provided  he  raises  them  to  one  year 
old. 

That  if  after  the  exfHcation  of  two  years  it  shall  be  seen  that  Swine, 
the  settler  has  taken  every  possible  care  of  the  animals  entrusted 
U)  him,  Grovemment  will  indulge  him  with  all  the  females  he 
shall  have  raised.  And  as  a  farther  incitement  to  care,  if  it 
shall  appear  that  he  has  particularly  exerted  himself  in  forward- 
ing the  designs  of  Government,  the  original  sows  from  which 
he  has  bred  will  be  given  to  him. 

That  all  barrow  pigs,  if  more  than  one  year  old,  or  not  weighing 
less  than  seven  score  pounds,  be  received  into  the  public  stores,  at 
ninepence  per  pound. 

That  persons  possessing  sows,  not  the  property  of  Government, 
Bttiy,  on  proof  ei  their  having  a  sufficient  number  to  breed  f  nm, 
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return  them  to  the  stores,  either  alive  or  dead,  as  the  interest  of 
Government  may  require,  and  )3e  paid  at  the  same  rate  as  for 
barrows. 

That  a  person  of  character  be  appointed  to  inspect  the  progress 
of  every  settler  monthly,  and  if  any  instance  shall  be  discovered 
of  neglect  or  ill-treatment  of  the  sows  which  Government  have 
lent,  the  settler  so  offending  to  be  considered  as  having  forfeited 
all  claim  to  future  indulgence,  and  be  as  severely  punished  as 
the  law  will  admit. 

That  as  the  raising  of  grazing  animals  is  of  still  more  import- 
ance than  the  rearing  of  hogs,  all  persons  who  shall  discover  a 
desire  to  benefit  the  colony  by  their  care  of  such  animals  will 
receive  every  possible  encouragement. 

It  is  humbly  presumed  that  if  those  measures  were  adopted, 
and  some  other  trifling  checks,  which  experience  may  point  out, 
that  the  colony  will  very  soon  produce  a  sufiiciency  of  animal 
food  for  its  own  support ;  and  that  as  soon  as  this  is  effected 
every  settler  may  be  called  on  altogether  to  feed  the  servant.^ 
allowed  to  them. 

That  as  by  this  measure  Government  will  have  none  to  pro- 
vide for  but  the  civil  and  military  establishments,  with  the  few 
labourers  required  for  the  uses  of  the  stores,  the  public  wharfs, 
and  as  officers*  servants,  their  demand  for  animal  food  will  be 
considerably  lessened,  and  consequently  the  price  of  this  essential 
necessary  of  life  may  be  reduced  to  any  sum  which  Government 
in  its  prudence  may  deem  proper.  John  McArthur. 


17  Sept. 

Lieutenant 
Abbott. 


Live  stock 
fppiii  ilm 


Governor  Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  King.* 
Dr.  Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  17th  Sept,  1796. 

Lieut.  Abbott,  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  will  have 
the  honor  of  delivering  this.  He  has  had  his  health  so  ill  for 
soDie  time  past  as  to  be  wholly  incapable  of  his  duty,  and  is  there- 
fore permitted  to  return  to  England.  This  gentleman  having 
had  the  detached  command  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Hawkes- 
bury,  where  our  settlement  is  now  pretty  considerable,  I  have 
given  him  this  letter  to  deliver,  in  order  that  you  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  asking  any  questions  you  might  wish  relative  to 
that  district. 

His  Majesty's  shipsf  are  now  upon  sailing  for  the  Cape  Good 
1 1  ope,  in  order  to  procure  such  quantity  of  live  cattle  for  the 
calony  as  they  can  conveniently  accommodate.  By  the  present 
opportunity,  which  is  that  of  the  return  of  Mr.  Palmer,  the  Com- 
missary, and  the  Judge- Advocate,  Capt.  D.  Collins,  I  forward  for 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  a  very  complete  and  full  account 
at  this  colony,  which,  allow  me  to  say,  I  think  will  be  satisfactory. 
Tlie  settlement  is  thriving  and  our  stock  increasing ;  but  if  we 


♦  A  private  letter. 
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\ 


APPOINTMENT  OP  CIVIL  0FPICER8.  137 

are  allow'd  to  run  very  short  of  salt  provisions  we  shall  be  thrown       1796 
back  agftin  in  our  quantity  of  live  stock.     We  are  at  present  so     17  sept. 
very  short  of  laborers  that  Grov't's  ground  lays  idle,  and  all  our  ^^^JTr 
force  is  employed  in  erecting  such  buildings  as  we  can  for  pre-  of  the 
serving  our  crops.     I  hope  you  may  soon  be  able  to  send  up  some  ■«*"«""*"*• 
male  convicts. 

We  shou'd  be  doing  still  better  were  we  clear  of  some  extremely 
troublesome  people ;  there  is  continual  feuds  and  animosity,  and 
a  strong  desire  for  litigation,  on  which  account  I  earnestly  wish 
some  steps  be  taken  to  add  some  expence  to  all  private  litigation. 

I  am,  &C.J 
Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

17th  September,  1796. 
Parole — LjTin.  Countersign — ^Yarmouth. 

The  Governor  is  pleased  to  appoint  Captain  George  Johnston,  of  The  Aide-dc- 
the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  to  be  his  Aid-de-Carop  until  further  ^™'*' 
orders. 

The  Reverend  Kichard  Johnson  and  William  Balmain,  Esquire,  The  Magia- 
are  appointed  the  acting  magistrates  in  the  district  of  the  town  of  ***^" 
Sydney. 

Mr.  James  Williamson  is  to  do  the  duty  of  Commissary  of  The 
Stores  and  Provisions  during  the  absence  of  the  Commissary.  ^' 

Jno.  Hunter. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  20th  Sept.,  1796.         aosept. 

Inclosed  I  transmit  for  your  Grace's  information  a  return 
of  the  civil  establishment  of  the  colony,  and  the  alterations  which 
have  taken  place  since  the  first  establishment. 

This  being  the  last  letter  which  I  shall  trouble  your  Grace  with  The 
by  the  present  conveyance,  I  cannot  close  it  without  expressing  ««?«"<*>*"'«• 
my  concern  at  the  unavoidable  expences  incurred  within  the  last 
year,  but  which,  I  flatter  myself  with  the  hope,  will  be  consider- 
ably less  during  the  next.    I  have  only  to  request  that  your  Grace 
may  have  recourse  to  the  Commissary's  accounts,  as  well  as  to  that 
gentleman  personally ;  if  there  shou'd  be  anything  not  perfectly 
clear,  he  will  be  on  the  spot  to  explain.     In  our  present  state,  my  The 
Lord,  almost  every  work  of  a  public  nature  (and  there  are  many  {SS^***^ 
yet  to  be  done)  must  be  attended  with  expence,  because  we  have  explained, 
no  artificers  but  who  are  free  men.  I  am  at  this  time  endeavouring 
to  get  two  windmills  erected,  but  it  cannot  be  effected  without 
expence,  for  the  above  reasons ;  and  if  it  were  not  to  be  attempted, 
much  of  the  wheat  purchased  at  the  proper  seasons  would  be  lost 
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by  vermin.  I  am  therefore  anxious  to  have  it  ground  into  flour 
as  early  as  possible.  We  sfaaU,  I  fear,  want  some  miUstones  and 
other  articles  for  dressing  flour. 

I  will  no  longer  fatigue  your  Qraoe,  but  request  that  you  will  do 
me  the  honor  and  justice  to  believe  I  am  extremely  anxious  that 
our  concerns  here  may  be  so  managed  as  to  meet  your  Grace's 
approbation.  I  have,  &c., 

[Endosure.]  Jno.  Hu!fTBR. 

Kbtukn  of  the  Ciyil  Establishment  of  New  South  Wales,  20th 
September,  1796. 


Return 
of  Buperin- 
tendents 
and  others. 


26  Sept. 


Office. 

Name 

Where  Employed. 

Governor          

John  Hunter,  Esqr.  . . 

Sydney. 

Frans.  Oros,  Esqr.    . . 

PhUipGidley  King.  Esqr.  .. 
Davi   Contei.Esqr 

Norfolk  Island. 

Jud«e>  Advocate 

Embarked  in  the  Britannia. 

Secretary  to  theGovemor    . . 

do.               da. 

Chaplain 

AMist-CbaplAin 

Revd.  RichardJohnson     .. 
R«vd.8amlManden 

Sydney. 
Pairamatta. 

Gomn^iasaxy 

John  Palmer 

Embarked  in  the  BritMuia. 

Zadilidttk 

NocfditlalaBd. 

Surv^or  of  Lands 

Augustus  Alt 

Sydney. 

IhBiputjr  Surveyor 
Principal  Surgeon 

Ghades  Grimes 

Panmmatta. 

John  White 

Returned  to  EnglMML 

Assistant 

Will'm  Balmain 

Svdnev. 

do 

Tho's  Jamieeoa 

Noifolk  Idaad. 

do 

James  Thomson 

Panamatta. 

do 

BamuelLoeds 

Britannia. 
Sydney, 
do. 

do.     toSursreon   .. 
Provost-MardiaU 

D^AroeyWentworth,. 
Tho'sSmyth 

Acting       do. 

Fane  Edge 

Norfolk  Island. 

/ 

1  Nicolas  Divine 

Sydney. 

1 

^lliomas  Clark 

» Andrew  Hume 
iJohnJamieson 

Tongabbe. 
Norfolk  Island. 

1  William  Baker 

Hawkesbuiy. 

I 

«DarcyWentworth  .. 

Norfolk  Ishmd. 

Storekeepers                        •! 

Fatvamatta. 

Norfolk  Island. 

•ThomasSmyth 

Sydney. 

Master  Bricklayer 
Master  Carpenter 
Master  MUler 

doT^ 

<  John  Livingston    .. 

PanamsAta. 

■ThomasAUen 

do. 

Master  MiUwright 

*  Ja's  Thorpe 

do. 

Master  Blacksmith     .. 

«  Walter  Brodie 

Sydney. 

Master  Boatbuilder     . . 

^Danl  Payne 

«Will*mHouse 

do. 

Navisratinic  the  Sloop  . . 

do. 

«MartinTlmms 

Master  Carpenter 

Vacant 

do. 

i  Sent  as  sudi  from  Enghtnd.  *  Appointed  by  Lt.-Oov.  King. 

»  Appointed  by  the  late  Got.  Phillip^       «  Apnointed  by  U.-Oov.  Qiom. 
A  Appointed  by  Lt.-Gov.  Grose,  who  promisea  nim  £10  per  annum. 


Jno.  Hunter. 


The  Duke  of  Portland  to  Governor  Huntkr. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  26th  September,  1796. 

Having  referred  to  the  Lord  Advocate  of  SooUand  the 
memorial  addressed  to  you  by  Thomas  Mnir,  Th<Mnas  lyah  Paliaer, 


A  LOG  PBI80K.  Ud 

and  Willkm  Skirving,  dated  Sydney,  New  8oath  Wales,  25tk      VM 
October,  1795,  together  with  certified  copies  of  their  respectiTe     ^^^ 
sentences  and  the  sabseqnent  Order-in-Council  thereon,  I  herdby  tim  soob* 
aoqaaint  yoa  that  it  is  your  duty  to  detain  those  persons  within  MMtjnto 
your  Gavemment  until  the  tenns  of  their  respective  soitenoeB  are  ^  '^''■'"^ 
complestod.*  I  am,  ^, 

Portland. 

GOVEBNMKNT  AND  GENERAL  OrDER. 

26th  September,  1796! 
Parole — liverpool.  Countersign — Bristol. 

Th£  many  robberies  which  have  been  and  continue  daily  to  be  ^'^i^PSL 
committed  renders  it  necessary,  for  the  safety  and  security  of  the     '^ 
indastrious  and  their  property,  that  some  effectual  means  shou'd  be 
used  to  secure  those  pests  to  society  who  are  continuaUy  employed 
in  Buch  depredations. 

The  Governor,  therefore,  has  determined  to  erect  in  each  of  the  Local  gMis 
towns  of  Sydney  and  Parramatta  a  strong  log  building  for  the  f^ 
security  of  all  idle  and  worthless  characters ;  and  for  the  more 
readily  and  expeditiously  completing  such  building  it  becomes 
necessary  that  every  settler  and  housekeeper  do  f  umiish  some  part 
of  the  means  by  which  those  very  necessary  works  are  to  be  imme- 
diately finished.     It  is  therefore  expected  and  ordered  that  they  ck>ntri- 
do  deUver  in,  at  the  place  where  the  building  is  to  be  erected,  ten  J^^/"*"* 
logs  weekly  each,  the  logs  to  be  9  feet  long,  not  under  nor  over 
7  inches  diameter,  and  that  they  are  quite  straight.     The  house- 
keepers and  settlers  will  be  furnished  with  a  receipt  for  the  numbers 
they  send  in.     By  this  means  the  Governor  will  be  enabled  to 
judge  of  their  attention  to  a  measure  principally  meant  for  their 
security.     The  Governor  thinks  it  also  neoessary  to  inform  the 
officers  who  are  fumish'd  with  labourers  from  Government  that 
he  expects  from  them  twenty  logs  each.     Those  whose  farms  or 
phu»3  of  residence  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Parramatta  will 
deliver  their  proportion  there,  and  those  who  are  nearer  to  Sydney 
at  that  place-t  Jno.  Hunter. 


Under  Secretary  Lewis  to  Under  Secretary  King. 
Sir,  War  Office,  29th  September,  1796.         »Sept. 

Your  letter  of  the  22nd  instant,  {  with  the  enclosures  (which 
are  herewith  returned),  having  been  laid  before  the  Duke  of  York, 
and  his  Royal  EUghness  having  directed  that  the  same  should  be 

*  See  the  opinion  of  fhe  Laid  Advookte  (R.  DandM).— Ante,  i».  111. 
t  CoQinsCfoL  iL  p.  2)itaAM  tbat  the Ooveinor  bad  the  satiafMstion  of  aaeinfr the  matorials 
for  the  erection  of  these  lofc  prleons  brongtat  in  mnch  quicker  than  the  carpenten  could  pat 


I  This  letter  of  Under  Secretaxy  King  is  not  amongvt  the  tnuiaoiipts  received  from 
Engiuil 
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transmitted  to  M.-Oen'l  Cuyler,  the  general  officer  commanding  at 
Portsmouth,  for  him  to  examine  into  the  circumstances  of  Ensign 
Brock's  conduct,  I  am  desired  by  the  Secretary  at  War  to  send  for 
the  Duke  of  Portland's  information  copy  of  a  letter  received  by 
Colonel  Brownrigg  from  M.-Gen'l  Cuyler,  together  with  a  copy 
of  one  enclosed  therein  from  L't-Colonel  Grose,  Commandant  of 
the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  on  the  subject  of  the  complaint 
made  against  Ensign  Brock.  I  am,  <tc., 

M.  Lewis. 
[Enclosure.] 

Major-General  Cuyler  to  Colonel  Brownrigg. 
Sir,  Portsmouth,  26th  September,  1796. 

In  obedience  to  Field-Marshal  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duko  of  York's  commands,  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  23rd 
instant,  I  have  had  an  enquiry  made  relative  to  the  charges  pre- 
ferred in  the  letter,  which  I  herewith  return,  against  Ens*ii  Brock, 
of  the  South  Wales  Corps ;  and  for  his  Royal  Highness's  infor- 
mation I  transmit  Lieut't-Colonel  Grose's  report  on  the  subject 
of  complaint.  I  have  also  had  some  conversation  with  Ens'n 
Brock,  and  from  his  own  history  he  makes  it  appear  that  he  is 
not  at  all  in  fault ;  but  I  trust,  from  what  I  have  recommended 
to  him  for  his  future  guidance  during  the  voyage,  that  there  vill 
be  no  further  cause  of  complaint.  I  have,  &c., 

C.  Cuyler,  M.-G. 
[Enclosure.] 

Thomas  Patrickson^  to  James  Duncan. 

Sir,  15th  September,  1796. 

I  regret  extremely  I  am  obliged  to  transmit  to  you  the 
enclosed  letter.  The  contents,  however,  are  of  such  an  alarming 
nature  that  I  request  of  you  as  the  greatest  favor  you  will  urge 
to  the  Hon'ble  the  Transport  Board  the  absolute  necessity  of  Mr. 
Broke's  removal. 

If  the  Hon'ble  Board  would  only  place  sufficient  confidence  in 
me  (and  I  am  answerable  both  as  owner  and  having  signed  the 
bonds  for  the  safe  delivery  of  the  convicts),  I  would  undertake 
under  yet  heavier  penalties  to  land  them  safe  rather  than  suffer, 
or  indeed  run  the  risque,  which  the  interference  of  such  a  character 
might  occasion. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  I  am  confident  of  the  veracity  of  the 
writer,  Mr.  Morris,  and  though  a  different  representation  has 
reached  the  Hon'ble  Board,  yet  I  am,  notwithstanding,  veiy 
certain  it  must  have  arisen  from  some  misrepresentation.  The 
matter  is  thus  at  issue.  I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Broke  has  no 
one  to  second  his  assertions,  excepting  Mrs.  Broke.  With  respect 
to  the  opposite  party,  they  agree  to  a  man,  even  the  suigeon 

*  Captain  of  the  transport  ship  Ganges. 
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appointed  by  Crovemment,  and  will  attest  the  circnmstances  on  1796 
oath.  I  shall  only  state  what  relates  to  the  boatswain  of  the  ship,  29  Sept. 
who  might  perhaps  side  with  the  officers  of  the  ship,  especially  when 
the  officer  commanding  was  drove  with  violence  of  [off  J  the  quarter- 
deck,  bat  Mr.  Broke  had,  I  understand,  previously  threatened  him 
with  corporal  punishment,  without  any  permission  on  the  part  of 
the  officers  of  the  ship.  I  am,  &c., 

Thomas  Patbicksox. 
[Enclofinre.] 

Peter  Morris  to  Thomas  Patrickson. 

Dear  Sir,  Deal,  12th  September,  1796. 

Our  situation  within  these  few  days  has  been  very  uncom- 
fortable, owing  to  the  strange  conduct  of  Mr.  Broke. 

I  beg  leave  to  relate  a  circumstance  that  will  be  sufficient  to  '"*®^,.  . 
prove  that  unless  he  alters  his  behaviour  he  will  be  absolutely  miSit'^ 
unsupportable.     Mr.  Jacks  had  my  orders  when  I  went  on  shore  ^^"P 
on  the  ship's  business  in  case  of  any  necessity  to  fire  a  gun,  on 
which  I  intended  to  repair  instantly  on  board.    A  dispute  arising 
between  Mr.  Jacks  and  Mr.  Broke,  he  thought  proper  to  make 
the  signal  agreed  upon ;  and  when  about  to  execute  those  inten- 
tions, Mr.  Broke  placed  four  centinels  over  the  guns,  told  him  he 
was  commander  of  the  ship,  and  thurst  Mr.  Jacks  off  the  quarter- 
deck with  violence,  calling  him  a  scoundrel,  <ba 

Every  man  on  board  is  witness  to  the  above  facts,  as  well  as  HaWtoof 
liis  excess  in  drinking,  which  he  begins  before  breakfast.  ice.  ^^ 

I  am  therefore  inclined  to  believe  we  shall  not  be  able  to  get 
through  the  voyage  with  him,  as  every  officer  in  the  ship  already 
mention  their  intentions  of  leaving  her  if  this  abusive  man  remains 
on  board.  1  can  only  further  add  that  all  I  have  asserted  I  will 
with  pleasure  attest,  in  which  every  person  belonging  to  the  vessel 
will  join  ma  I  have,  Ac, 

Peter  Morris. 
[Encloeare.] 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Grose  to  MajorGenbral  Cuyler. 
Sir,  Portsmouth,  25th  September,  1796. 

In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  to-day  been  on  board  Grose 
the  Ganges,  transport,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  com-  {JSJJJS^fes. 
plaint  made  by  the  officers  of  that  ship  against  Ensign  Brock,  of 
the  New  South  Wales  Corps.     From  what  I  had  heard  on  this 
subject  I  rather  expected  to  have  found  a  great  deal  more  disorder 
in  that  ship  than  appears  to  be  the  case.     For  as  it  so  happened 
that  Ensign  Brock  was  on  shore,  I,  in  the  first  instance,  called  for  iiieevidcnoe 
the  Serjeant  and  the  soldiers  of  his  party,  of  whom  I  asked  whether  wrKeftntand 
they  had,  or  had  not,  any  grievances  to  complain  of  as  to  their  widicw 
treatment,  either  by  the  saUors  or  the  officers  of  the  Ganges.     I 
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1796 

29  Sept. 


and  of  ship's 
ofBcen. 

The  chief 
and  second 
mates. 


A  female 
convict. 


The 

Bursreon'8 

complaint. 


Brock's 
explanation. 


Heooofts 

an 
Inquiry. 


received  for  answer  that  they  were  well  treated ;  that  they  had 
not  any  complaints  to  make ;  that  they  never  as  yet  had  had  any 
disputes  with  the  sailors;  that  they  were  themselves  perfectly 
contented  ;  and  that  they  supposed  if  the  officers  of  the  ship  were 
asked  the  question  they  would  inform  me  they  were  satisfi^  with 
their  behaviour  on  board. 

I  asked  this  question  of  the  mate  and  officers  of  the  ship,  and 
was  answered  that  the  soldiers  were  orderly  and  well-behaved. 

I  then  enquired  of  the  chief  and  second  mate  if  their  dispute 
with  Ensign  Brock  was  so  serious  as  to  put  it  out  of  my  power  to 
adjust  it,  or  if  they  thought  anything  I  could  say  would  bring 
about  a  reconciliation.  They  stated  that  within  these  few  days 
they  had  not  been  disputing  with  Mr.  Brock ;  and  it  appeared  to 
me,  on  the  whole,  that  notwithstanding  they  complained  of  having 
received  a  good  deal  of  abuse,  that  &ere  were  no  objections  on 
their  part  to  forget  what  had  happened,  provided  Mr.  B.,  from 
anything  that  should  be  said  to  him,  could  be  prevented  from 
interfering  with  them  in  future. 

One  origin  of  this  dispute  was  from  the  circumstance  of  a  con- 
vict woman  being  suflfeml  on  the  quarter-deck.  B.,  it  appears, 
contended  she  should  not  walk  there;  the  mate  insisted  she 
should.  High  words  having  taken  place,  the  mate  designed  to 
fire  a  gun  as  a  signal  to  bring  off  from  the  shore  the  commander 
of  the  ship.  Brock,  it  seems,  considered,  or,  as  the  mate  says, 
pretended  to  believe,  this  gun  was  to  be  fired  into  his  cabin,  and 
therefore  placed  a  centinel  over  it.  This  act,  they  supposed,  was 
in  a  manner  arresting  the  command  from  the  commander  of  the 
ship,  and  is  what  is  chiefly  complained  of.  Mr.  Mileham,  the 
surgeon,  who  has  also  written  to  represent  the  disquiet  he  feels  at 
Mr.  B.  being  suffered  to  go  in  the  ship,  says  he  does  not  think  he 
should  have  given  himself  that  trouble  but  that  he  heard  Mr. 
Brock  had  himself  designed  to  complain,  and  that  he  ther^ore 
chose  to  complain  also. 

Ensign  Brock  I  have  since  seen,  and  he  informs  me  that  he  felt 
his  situation  in  the  Ganges  so  truly  uncomfortable  and  alarming 
that  when  in  the  Downs  he  requested  the  Admiral  Peyton  to  inves- 
tigate his  conduct,  and  the  conduct  of  the  officers  in  the  Ganges 
towards  him ;  that  in  consequence  of  this  request  the  Admiral 
sent  Capt'n  Winkworth  and  some  other  officers  to  enquire  into 
the  business,  which  was  formally  done ;  that  the  result  of  this 
enquiry  the  Admiral  is  in  possession  of,  and  he  did  suppose  would 
have  forwarded  to  the  Transport  Office.  To  this  enquiry  Mr. 
Brock  wishes  to  refer  for  everything  that  relates  to  his  conduct ; 
and,  lastly,  is  very  earnest  in  requesting  that  the  opinion  of  this 
Court  of  Enquiry  may  be  brought  forward  for  the  exculpation  of 
his  character,  the  which  he  feels  is  much  injured  by  assertions 
that  have  been  made  to  his  prejudice. 
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I  km^it^  sir,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  have  executed  this  bosi-      1796 
nesB  jott  have  sent  me  on  in  so  satisfactory  a  manner  as  I  conkl     2»8«pt. 
have  wished.     I  have,  however,  sir,  pot  you  in  possession  of  every- 
thing I  can  collect  I  am,  to., 

Fra's  Grose,  L't-GoL, 
Commandant,  N.  S.  Wales  Corps. 

[Enclosure.] 
SUBGEOX   MiLEHAM   TO   Uin>ER  SECRETARY   KlNG. 

On  board  the  Ganges,  in  ye  Downs, 
Sir,  21st  September,  17%. 

little  did  I  suppoee  when  I  engaged  myself  surgeon  on  The 
board  the  Ganges,  transport,  to  experience  the  difficulties,  I  am  ^Uf^'jjJ'^ 
sorry  to  say,  I  at  present  endure.  I  have  nothing  to  alledge 
against  the  ship's  company,  but  the  treatement  I  receive  from  a 
desperate  guaid  (and  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  officer  is  not  much 
better)  is  intolerabla  This  treatment  1  cannot  otherwise  account 
for  but  by  supposing  it  is  owing  to  my  not  coinciding  in  opinion 
with  Mr.  Brock  respecting  some  differences  he  has  had  with  the 
officers  of  the  ship.  I  am  sorry  to  trouble  you  on  this  occasion, 
bat  can  assure  you  my  determination  (unless  some  great  altera* 
tion)  is  not  to  go  the  voyage,  and  whatever  I  am  indebted  to 
Crovemment  I  wOl  cheerfully  return. 

I  shall  appeal  to  the  ship's  company  for  my  behaviour  and 
conduct  since  my  arrival  on  board,  and  flatter  myself  it  as  been 
sacfa  as  not  to  merit  censure.  I  beg  leave  to  crave  your  advice 
and  assistance  on  this  occasion,  and  remain  assured  gratitude  shall 
never  be  found  wanting  by,  sir,  &c.,  J  as.  Mileham. 

[Encloflure.] 
DEPosmoN  OF  SuRGEoir  Mileham. 

Deal,  21st  September,  1796. 
The  first  day  of  my  oomming  on  board  the  Ganges,  transport,  The  ensign 
being  the  12th  of  September,  when  setting  at  dinner,  conversation  J^e.^^ 
haVg  taken  place,  I  observed  a  disposition  in  Mr.  Brock  wishing 
to  cr»Kte  a  disturbance  by  irritating  and  tantalizing  Mr.  Jacks, 
who  was  then  present,  to  that  degree  that  had  it  been  myself  I 
certainly  could  not  have  bom  it ;  but  Mr.  Jacks,  on  the  other  hand, 
notwithstanding  all  that  had  been  said  to  him  by  Mr.  B.,  made  no 
other  answer  than  that  of,  "  Sir,  I  wish  no  conversation  with  you 
or  your  family,"  which  fully  convinced  me  that  what  had  been  said 
to  me  a  few  days  ago  by  Mr.  B.  respect'g  Mr.  Jacks  pointing  him 
oat  to  be  a  very  quarrelsome  man  to  be  void  of  foundation. 

My  firm  oppinion,  likewise  from  what  I  have  seen,  is  that  Mr.  Brock  a 
B.  without  a  doubt  is  a  very  dangerous  person  to  go  the  voyage.  i^JJ^™ 
He  represented  to  me  that  the  great.est  part  of  the  men  he  had  the 
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1796      honour  to  command  were  a  dam'd  set  of  rascals ;  but  since  what 
so  Sept     ^^  happen'd,  finding  them  to  be  the  only  evidence  he  could  bring 
for  his  purpose,  on  his  leav'g  the  ship  he  said  thej  were  the  best 
fellows  in  the  world,  and  should  be  happj  to  sail  w'th  them. 

The  said  men  are  brought  forward  ag'st  the  officers  of  the  ship 
as  evidence,  and  upon  oath  ;  but  shall  beg  leave  of  my  readers  for 
a  moment  to  inspect  their  former  lives. 
The  soldiers  The  report  of  the  sailors  illusing  the  soldiers  is  false,  which  I 
Mifonf  cai^  '^^^^  pleasiu'e  certify  that  during  my  stay  on  board  the  ship  I 
never  saw  but  the  greatest  harmony  prevail  amongst  them.  In 
short,  I  never  saw  in  so  little  time  a  better-disposed  sett  of  people 
as  the  ship's  company  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  Mr.  B.  is  one  with 
whom  I  sho'd  never  think  of  taking  a  voyage  to  New  South  Wales.* 

Jas.  Mileham,  Surgeon. 


Government  and  General  Order. 
30  Sept  30th  September,  1796. 

Parole — Berwick.  Countersign — Tweed. 

It  is  the  Governor's  directions,  when  the  settlers,  laboring  people, 
<fec.,  victualled  by  Government,  receive  their  provisions  at  the 
issuiiiff  store  to-morrow,  that  they  are  informed  it  is  expected  every  indi- 
provisTons.  yidual  of  the  different  messes  do  make  their  appearence  at  the 
victualling  store  on  the  following  Saturday,  OctV  8.  No  provi- 
sions will  be  issued  for  those  who  do  not,  or  if  any  shall  neglect 
to  attend  agreeable  to  this  information  immediate  search  will  be 
made  after  them.t  Jno.  Hunter. 


Government  and  General  Order. 
woct.  15th  October,  1796. 

Parole — Hibernia.  Countersign — Caledonia. 

Certificates  ix  is  the  Governor's  oixlers  that  all  those  laboring  people  who 
victualling,  are  out  of  their  time  and  not  employed  on  public  work,  and  who 
have  already  received  certificates  that  they  are  not  victualled  by 
Government,  do  bring  in  their  certificates  that  they  may  be  re- 
newed at  the  Commissary's  office  by  Monday  the  24th  instant ;  and 
that  those  who  have  lately  been  discharged  from  the  victualling- 
books  without  having  received  a  certificate  of  such  discharge  do 
apply  at  the  same  time  for  them.  All  settlers  and  other  persons 
are  hereby  forbidden  to  employ  any  extra  people  but  those  who 
produce  a  certificate  of  their  being  so  discharged,  and  at  their  own 
disposal  <Tno.  Hunter. 

*  Ensign  Brock  died  at  Sydney  four  weeks  after  the  arrival  of  the  Ganges.— Post,  p.  HO. 
t  The  reason  for  the  issue  of  this  Order  was  the  discovery  that  provisions  were  at  times 
obtained  simultaneously  at  Sydney  and  Parramatta  for  the  same  mess. 
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CoNDinOH  OF  NORPOLK   IbLAND.  ITM 

By  Lieutenant-Governor  King.  180<*. 

18th  October,  1796. 
InhabitafUs  (Civil)  consists  of  the  Ldeutenant-Grovemor,  Judge-  OivU  mmI 
Advocate,  Deputy  Provost,  Deputy  C!oramis8ary,  and  an  assistant  "*^**^- 
sai^eon,  to  whom  may  be  add^  a  storekeeper,  an  acting  master- 
carpenter,  beach-master,  and  one  superintendant. 

MiUtajy  consists  of  a  captain,  three  subalterns,  and  a  company. 
The  whole  number  of  the  civil  and  military,  with  their  wives  and 
Emilys,  is  one  hundred  and  twenty. 

SetUera  are  four  seamen,  who  belonged  to  his  Majesty's  ship  Free 
Sinus,  and  fifteen  marines,  who  were  discharged  at  the  relief  of  «^^•"• 
that  detachment,  and  became  settlers  in  January,  1792. 

Also  fifty-three  settlers  from  those  whose  terms  of  transporta- 
tion is  expired,  three  officers,  and  others  who  hekd  ground  by  grant 
or  lease,  or  Who  have  purchased  allotments  from  settlers ;  also 
fourteen  from  those  whose  term  of  transportation  is  unexpired, 
and  who  hold  allotments  exceeding  five  acres.  The  whole  number 
of  which  (exclusive  of  the  officers),  with  their  familys,  is  about 
two  hundred  and  forty-one. 

Men  and  Wom&n  whage  Terms  of  Tratuportaiion  are  Ewpvred, —  Expirees. 
One  hundred  and  forty-nine  men  and  sixty-three  women  of  this 
description  support  themselves  by  hiring  ground  from  settlers, 
working  for  individuals,  or  at  their  different  callings.  Some  few 
are  employed  as  overseen,  and  working  for  the  publick,  for  which 
they  are  cloathed  and  fed  from  the  stores,  and  further  recon^nsed 
according  to  their  merit.  The  number  of  this  class,  with  their 
▼omen  tmd  children,  is  about  two  hundred  and  thirty. 

Male  ConvicU  who  remain  under  the  sentence  of  the  law  are  as  Male 
follows : —  oonvlcto.. 


For  life 

From  10  to  5  yean 
„      5to3     „ 
„      8tol     „         .. 
„      1  year  to  aiz  months 


10 

4 
26 


1S6 
Of  which  number  five  are  assigned  to  settlers  and  others,  on 
condition  of  their  maintaining  them ;  the  rest  are  employed  as 
stated  in  the  following  page.  From  which  it  will  be  obvious  that 
W)  progress  in  cultivation  for  the  Crown  can  be  made,  as  not  more  Oovwrament 
than  thirty  men  aie  employed  in  cultivating  ground  for  the  public 
advantage,  which  is  muoh  interrupted  by  incidental  work,  and 
attending  the  artificers  in  carrying  on  the  different  buildings,  which 
are  indispensaiUe. 

VOL.  Ill — K 
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1796 

18  Oct. 
Population. 
Males. 


Females. 


beach- 


NuMBER  and  Employment  of  every  Person  resident  on  Korfolk 
Island,  16th  October,  1796. 
Males. 
Lientemuit-Governor  and  officers  of  the  civil  department 

Convicts  allowed  do 

One  captain,  2  ensigns  

Convicts  allowed  do 

Non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  detachment 

Convicts  allowed  do 

Convicts  allowed  guard 

Storekeeper,    1 ;    superintendant,  1 ;    master  carpenter,    1 

master,  1      

Convicts  allowed  do 

Overseers,  0  ;  convicts,  men,  and  boys  allowed  do.,  9 

Settlers  from  marines  and  seamen,  independant  of  the  stores 

Do    victualled  for  working  for  the  publick 

Do    from  convicts  who  have  served  their  term  of  transportation, 

and  who  are  independant  as  above        

Do    victualled  for  working  for  the  public     

Free  men  who  are  not  settlers        

People  whose  terms  of  transportation  are  expired,  and  who  work  for 

their  living  among  settlers  and  others  

Convicts  who  are  taken  off  the  stores  by  the  settlers  and  others  to 

assist  them  in  clearing  their  ground,  &c 

Employed  at  public  cultivation — 

At  Sydney,  16 

At  Queenboro',  12         

Boat's  crew,  5  ;  constable,  1  ;  watchmen  (who  are  invalids),  8 

Carpenters,  13  ;  sawyers,  8 ;  boatbuilders,  2      

Stonemasons,  labourers,  and  quarrymen 

Blacksmiths,  3 ;  tool-helver,  1  ;  charcoal-burners,  3  ;  shingle-makers, 

2 ;  glazier  and  painter,  2  ;  grooms,  2 ;  mak'g  salt,  2       

Barbers,  2  ;  bakers,  2  ;  shoemakers,  3  ;  taylors,  4 ;  hospital,  1 

Millars,  2  ;  butcher,  1 ;  jailer,  1 ;  ropemaker,  1  

Schoolmaster,  Commissary's  clerks  

At  the  stores,  4  ;  flax  manufactory  (with  9  women)       

Stock,  8  ;  granary  and  barn,  1  ;  gardeners,  2     ...         

Men  allowed  marine  settlers,  &c.,  for  working  at  their  different  trades 
At  Phillip  Island,  taking  care  of  the  stock         


5 
26 

3 
22 
71 

3 

2 

4 
13 
IS 

8 
11 

38 
19 
2 
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28 

14 
23 

5 

15 
12 
5 
5 
13 
11 
5 
3 


Total  males 


533 


Femcdes. 


Wives  to  civil  and  military,  11  ;  children,  24  ;  free  women,  2 

Settlers'  wives,  and  those  who  have  served  their  terms  of  transporta- 
tion, and  who  are  independant  of  the  provision  store      

Wives  and  women  living  with  overseers,  and  washerwomen,  and 
having  youne  children 

Working  at  the  flax  manufactory 

Making  slips  and  nursinff 

Children  supported  by  their  parents 

Do     victualled  from  the  stores  


37 

(H 

61 
9 

20 
64 


Total  females  and  children 

Total  males         533 

Females  and  children ...    354 


..    354 


Number  in  the  settlement 


887 
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Land, — The  island  contains  about  11,000  acres.     In  the  level      1706 
^unds,  where  the  earth  cannot  be  washed  away  by  heavj  rains,     ^g  o^t 
the  soil  varies  from  a  rich  brown  mould  to  a  light  red  earth.       - — 
These  soils  are  again  varied  by  some  extensive  pieces  of  light  black  extent  oc" 
mould  and  fine  gravel,  which  is  found  to  produce  the  best  wheat  '•'***• 
The  heavy  rains  which  fall  during  the  winter  months  wash  the 
earth  from  the  sides  of  the  steep  hills  into  the  bottoms,  leaving  a 
marly  substance,  which  will  not  admit  of  cultivation  in  that  state; 
but  this  is  only  the  case  with  the  very  steep  hills  that  are  cleared  of 
timber,  and  have  been  four  or  five  years  in  cultivation,  as  those 
of  an  easy  ascent  preserve  their  depth  of  soil,  many  of  which  have 
borne  six  successive  crops  of  wheat.     Owing  to  the  quantity  of  soil 
washed  from  the  sides  of  the  steep  hills  into  the  bottoms  (some  of 
which  were  only  a  waterway  between  the  hills),  they  are  now  level 
spots  of  ground,  covered  with  great  depth  of  the  richest  soil.     Of 
the  11,000  acres  of  ground  in  this  island,  there  are  not  200  that 
codd  not  be  cultivated  to  the  greatest  advantage,  if  cleared  of 
timber,  and  a  sufficiency  of  people,  cattle,  and  ploughs  were  on  the 
island 

The  manner  in  which  the  land  is  occupied, — ^The  ground  cleared  AUemted 
of  timber  for  the  public  use,  and  that  marked  out  for  the  settlers'  JS^*^***'^ 
lots,  occupy  a  great  part  of  the  island,  and  is  distributed  in  the 
following  manner,  viz. : — 


To  whom  allotted. 

Number 
of  acres. 

Acres 

cleared  of 

timber. 

Gnrand  allotied  to  Mttlera  on  gmot  or  lease       

n           ,.          officers,  by  grants.  leaee,  or  permlasion 
„           „          to  indiyidnola  of  different  descriptions 
„      rcser^-ed  for  Government,  and  contigious  to  the  above 

„      cleared  of  timber,  and  has  been  ooenpiod  for  the 
public  benefit          

Total  (tnantity  of  ground  occupied  as  above       

„       quantity  of  ground  unoccupied,  about 
„              „            „          not  cleared  of  timber 

3,239 
132 

100 

1,400 
876 

920 
182 
100 

None. 

876 

6,247 
11,000 
6,7» 
9,472 

1.528 

CuUivaiion, — ^Most  of  the  ground  cleared  of  the  timber  was  Produce 
under  cultivation  in  1793  and  1794,  and  produced  about  34,000  ^'  ^''^^ 
bushels  of  grain,  but  from  the  sudden  and  effectual  check  given  to 
private  industry  during  the  year  1794,  and  the  great  proportion 
of  the  labourers  working  for  their  own  support,  and  otherways 
disposed  of,  not  more  than  a  third  of  Government  ground  and  a 
fifth  of  the  ground  belonging  to  individuals  was  in  a  state  of 
cultivation  during  the  last  year;  that  portion  of  ground  thus 
neglected  became  overrun  with  rank  and  strong  weeds,  which  is  a 
great  cover  to  the  numerous  rats  there  are  on  the  island,  exclusive 
of  the  injury  done  the  soil  by  the  growth  of  these  weeds.  However, 
from  the  humane  attention  shewn  to  the  wants  of  the  industrious 
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iseot 


Public 
labour. 


Wheat 


Maize. 


Method  of 
cultivation. 


The  second 
crop. 


individual  by  Governor  Hunter  in  directing  the  maisse-billB  to  be 
paid  (which  proceeding  has  since  been  sanctioned  by  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Portland),  I  hope  that  step  will  not  only  relieve  many 
deserving  people,  but  also  renew  that  industrious  dispositioii  wiiich 
the  settlers  have  in  general  shewn. 

The  few  men  at  public  work,  and  the  labour  necessary  for  pre- 
paring the  ground  to  receive  wheat,  did  not  admit  of  mDre  than 
100  aci'es  of  wheat  and  16  of  maize  being  sowed  last  year  for  the 
Grown.  But  the  produce  of  the  wheat  was  much  reduced  by  t^e 
quantity  of  weeds  that  grew  with  it,  and  by  some  severe  ligktning 
when  in  blossom. 

Crops. — Cultivation  on  this  island  is  generally  confined  to  maise, 
wheat,  potatoes,  and  all  kinds  of  garden  vegetables.  The  beat  of 
the  climate,  occasional  droughts,  and  blighting  winds  render  -wheat 
an  uncertain  crop.  Nor  can  it  be  averaged  at  more  than  18  bushob 
an  acre,  altho'  some  have  yielded  25. 

Owing  to  the  quick  and  constant  growth  of  rank  weeds^  few 
individuals  can  sow  more  wheat  than  i»  necessary  to  mix  ^tb 
their  maize,  which  hitherto  has  rarely  exceeded  5  acres  each. 
Some  few  among  the  settlers  who  are  remarkably  industrioua,  or 
who  have  greater  advantages  than  others,  have  ganerallj  from  5 
to  11  acres  in  wheat. 

The  harvests  of  maize  are  constantly  certain  and  plentiful,  two 
crops  of  which  are  generally  procured  in  twelve  months.  The 
produce  of  one  crop  may  be  averaged  at  45  bushels  per  acre,  and 
many  have  yielded  from  70  to  80. 

To  procure  two  crops  of  maize,  or  one  of  wheat  and  one  of  maize, 
ill  twelve  months,  i.6.,  from  June  to  June,  the  following  plan  is 
observed,  viz.  : — The  ground,  owing  to  its  extreme  fertility,  needs 
no  other  preparation  than  cutting  off  the  weeds,  and  planting  the 
maize  from  June  to  August.  Seldom  more  than  one  good  hoeing 
is  required.  In  October  and  November  the  cobs  are  fuU  formed 
and  the  tassels  ^*e  dry.  About  this  time  the  spaces  between  each 
hole  is  planted  with  the  second  crop  of  maize.  In  December  and 
Januaiy  the  first  crop  is  gathered.  Taking  up  the  stalks  of  the 
^rst  crop  loosens  the  mould  round  the  plants  of  the  second  crop, 
which  are  now  6  inches  high,  and  are  immediately  hoed  If  it  is 
intended  to  sow  wheat  for  the  iirst  crops  of  the  sueoeeding  year,  it 
is  necessary  to  give  this  second  crop  at  .least  three  hoeii^  to  keep 
the  ground  as  clear  of  weeds  as  possible.  Ttie  second  crop  A 
maize  is  gathered  by  the  beginning  of  May,  and  is  alws^  much. 
niore  productive  than  the  first,  though  liable  to  be  mildewed.  If 
April  and  May  happen  to  be  wet  months,  which  is  often  the  eaoe, 
the  wheat  is  sowed  (for  one  crop  of  wheat  and  one  of  maiae)  from 
the  beginning  of  June  to  the  latter  end  of  July,  and  is  housed  by 
Christmas  Day  ;  the  stubble  is  cleared  off  as  fast  as  possiblei,  and 
as  much  rain  generally  falls  in  January,  maize  is  then  ^alairted. 
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which  oomesoffthe  ground  in  April  and  May.  Sometimes  potatoes  1796 
are  planted  for  a  second  crop,  and  yield  an  abundant  encreasa  It  ^g  oot 
is  moch  wished  that  a  regular  course  of  crops  could  be  observed, . 
but  the  want  of  cattle,  ploughs,  and  labourers,  with  some  other  ^ 
local  objections,  prevent  that  desirable  mode  of  cultivation  from 
heiog  fdlowed. 

By  the  statements  in  page  147  it  appears  there  are  5,247  ^/^^^Jjjjjf* 
acres  occupied,  out  of  which  only  1,528  are  cleared  of  timber,  ^und. 
Also  that  there  remains  5,753  not  occupied  and  uncleared,  making 
in  the  whole  9,472  acres  not  cleared  of  timber.  If  6,000  out  of 
the  9,472  acres  not  cleared  could  be  put  under  cultivation,  in 
addition  to  the  1,528  already  cleared  of  timber,  its  produce  at  one 
crop  only,  and  allowing  no  more  than  30  bushek  of  maize  to  the  acre, 
weald  be  225,840  bushels  of  grain,  which  might  be  doubled  if  there 
were  labourers  to  procure  a  second  crop. 

The  remaining  3,472  acres  might  be  reserved  for  fuel,  wood  for 
buildings,  and  other  purposes. 

India  com  must  be  ever  considered  the  principal  produce  of  the  Indian 
island  for  furnishing  the  inhabitants  with  bread,  and  which  can  ^"'' 
never  fail  of  being  abundant  for  that  purpose,  as  well  as  feeding 
stock.  The  few  labourers  at  publick  work  has  not  allowed  of  any 
wheat  being  sowed  this  year  for  Government :  but  as  individuals 
will  continue  to  raise  that  grain  their  overplus  will  be  purchased, 
as  flour  being  mixed  with  the  meal  of  Indian  com  makes  it  much 
better.  From  the  great  quantity  of  Indian  com  still  remaining 
in  the  stores,  and  what  will  be  raised  this  year  by  the  few  convicts  at 
public  labour,  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  necessary  to  purchase  any  of 
that  grain  this  year,  unless  future  circumstances  should  require  it. 

Aocouirr  of  grain  raised  by  those  employed  in  cultivating  ground 
for  the  public  use,  and  that  raised  by  officers,  settlers,  and 
others,  on  Norfolk  Island,  from  the  6th  March,  1788  (when 
it  was  first  settled),  to  the  18th  October,  1796  :— 

Quantity  of 
maize  and 
wheat  raised 
1788-1796. 


Te«r. 

By  whom 

Quantity  of 

maize  and  wheat 

in  bushels. 

BtuhcUormaite 
th«  public  «M. 

from —                                      . 
llmh.  1788.  to  Miqr,  1789 \ 

ll«y.l78»,tollay,1790-     ^ 

lI»y,mi,toMa>M792   [ 

HaM7«,toll»y,1798    | 

^,im,i»May,vm  1 

«V.  1794,  to  liiy,  1796    -j 

K»y.  1795.  to  Octolxsr,  1798 [ 

Oovernment  .. 
Individuals    . . 

Indliriduals     .. 
Ctoreniment  .. 

Government  .. 
Individuals     .. 
Government  .. 
Individuals     .. 

Individuals     .. 

Individuals    .. 

46 

10 

450 

60 

1,688 

801 

4,549 

6.000 

6,000 

28,676 

8.300 

14,000 

1.808 

11.600 

40 

«,610^ 

11.668 

None. 

889 

79.868 

16,727i 

■  I  was  absent  tliis  year. 
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18  Oct. 
Sugar-cane. 


Bananas. 


Uiflcel- 
loneoos 
fmit-trees. 


Live  stock. 


Fruit-trees, — ^The  sugar-cane  of  which  the  different  incloBurev 
are  made  is  extremely  luxuriant,  and  grows  to  the  greatest  perfec- 
tion. Some  sugar  and  a  small  quantity  of  spirits  has  been  made. 
It  is  to  the  great  quantity  of  sugar-cane  that  I  attribute  the  8ucoes& 
the  inhabiteuits  have  met  with  in  rearing  such  a  number  of  swine. 
The  bananas  found  on  the  island,  and  those  brought  from  the 
Bi-azils,  grew  to  a  very  great  perfection,  the  bunches  weighing 
from  40  to  80  lb.  each.  Of  guavas  and  lemons  there  is  a  great 
abundance.  The  apple-trees  brought  from  the  Cape  in  1791  have 
borne  very  fine  fruit  Two  weak  coffee-plants,  brought  in  1791, 
are  now  healthy  trees,  bearing  upwards  of  20  lb.  of  berries  each; 
from  the  luxuriance  of  their  growth,  great  quantitys  might  easily 
be  raised.  Cotton  has  also  done  well,  altho'  but  little  of  it  has 
been  cultivated,  as  I  am  told  it  is  a  bad  kind.  But  such  is  the 
fertility  of  the  soil,  and  the  favourableness  of  the  climate,  that  all 
European  and  most  tropical  productions  would  thrive  extremely 
well  if  seeds  or  plants  could  be  sent. 

Live  Stock. 

Statement  of    Live   Stock   in  possession  of  Government   and 
private  individuals. 


Stock  killed 
tor  food. 


The  meat 
supplies. 


To  whom  belonging. 

Cattle. 

Horses. 

Asses. 

Sheep. 

Ooatfl. 

Swine. 

PODltiy^ 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F- 

M. 

F. 

Government . 
Individuals   .. 
Increase,  living 
Do.    killed,   and 
taken  away 

S 
8 

8 

1 

1 

2 
2 

2 
2 

4 

V 

22 

14S 
170 

34 

&5 
32S 
383 

G 

710 
4.125 
4,835 

4.»72 

ll 

'1 , 

Exclusive  of  the  above  increase,  many  of  the  swine  were  killed 
during  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  from  May,  1792,  until  the  follow- 
ing September ;  since  when  no  reduction  has  taken  place  in  the 
established  ration  (excepting  in  January,  1794,  when  I  learnt  there 
was  no  salt  provisions  in  the  stores  at  Port  Jackson.  As  wo  had 
at  that  time  eleven  months'  meat  at  a  full  ration,  I  caused  the 
reduction  of  3  lb.  a  week  to  be  made  here  to  enable  me  to  send  a 
supply  in  case  it  should  be  demanded).  That  reduced  ration  con- 
tinued only  four  months.  From  the  quantity  of  grain  raised,  and 
other  natural  resources  for  breeding  swine,  that  stock  increased  so 
much  about  June,  1793,  that  I  directed  swine's  flesh  to  be  pur- 
chased and  issued  in  lieu  of  salt  provisions,  receiving  it  in  such 
proportions  as  not  to  hazard  a  decrease  of  the  sows,  the  purchase 
being  occasionally  confined  to  hogs.  The  quantity  purchased  and 
issued  up  to  this  date  is  236,292  pounds,  at  5d.  and  6d.  p.  lb.,  which 
has  made  a  saving  in  the  stores  of  an  equal  quantity  of  salt  meat, 
exclusive  of  14,408  pounds  furnished  from  Government  stock  for 
the  same  purpose ;  286,000  pounds  has  been  killed  by  individuals 
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for  their  own  use,  and  59,980  pounds  supplied  masters  of  ship  and  1706 
taken  from  the  island  bj  people  returning  to  Port  Jackson,  making  ^g  ^y^ 
in  the  whole  536,700  pounds. 

When  the  settlers  were  informed  that  payments  for  the  11,476  The 
bushels  of  maize  which  they  had  lodged  in  the  stores  in  January,  ^^^*^  ^' 
1794,  could  not  be  made  until  orders  were  received  from  England, 
and  that  no  more  grain  could  be  received,  but  that  the  purchase 
of  fresh  pork  would  be  continued,  the  course  of  their  industry 
became  changed,  altho'  raising  grain  still  continued  necessary  for 
rearing  their  stock. 

On  most  part  of  the  9,472  acres  not  cleared  of  timber  the  trees  indigenous 
and  underwoods  are  coveredwith  the  most  succulent  herbage,  which,  f^Sior^ 
with  the  fern  and  other  soft  roots,  afford  the  besi  of  food  for  swine,  swine. 
Several  individuals  have  taken  advantage  of  this  convenience  by 
inclosing  from  10  to  100  acres  of  the  uncleared  parts,  into  which 
they  turn  their  swine.     Several  individuals  have  from  20  to  150 
confined  in  this  manner  that  require  no  other  attention  or  care 
than  giving  them  a  sufficiency  of  maize  to  accustom  them  to  their 
owners'  calL 

A  great  resource  for  animal  food  has  been  found  in  Phillip  Island,  swine  on 
which  has  abounded  with  the  best  of  food  for  swine,  many  having  {j^J^ 
been  raised  and  brought  from  thence.  The  great  drought  during 
the  first  part  of  this  year,  and  the  quantity  of  swine  on  the  island, 
has  destroyed  a  great  part  of  the  weeds  and  grass  on  which  they 
fed,  insomuch  that  I  found  it  necessary  to  get  as  many  from  thence 
as  possible.  But  those  that  were  first  sent  and  their  increase  are 
so  wild  that  I  do  not  think  they  will  be  easily  caught.  Several 
h(^  brought  from  thence  have  weighed,  when  fattened,  from  180 
to  300  3>.  An  extensive  inclosure  of  100  acres  is  made  on  Norfolk 
Island,  on  account  of  Grovemment,  within  which  there  were  up- 
wards  of  400  swine  when  counted  last  month  (in  September).  In 
this  inclosure  they  are  fed  with  maize,  on  which,  and  the  herbage, 
they  increase  and  thrive  very  well. 

Making  salt  and  salting  pork  has  been  successfully  tried  in  the  suiting 
winter  months,  but  it  will  not  answer  in  the  summer.     It  is  in-  ^^' 
tended  to  salt  all  the  swine  belonging  to  Government  that  can  be 
killed  during  the  winter,  as  I  hope  a  sufficiency  of  salt  will  be 
made  to  answer  that  purpose. 

From  these  resources  it  may  fairly  be  presumed,  if  no  un-  Food 
foreseen  mortality  should  attack  the  stock,  that  the  settlers  and  ""pp"**- 
other  individuals  will  be  able  to  continue  supplying  the  stores  with 
half  the  ration  of  animal  food,  and  that  Government,  in  the  course 
of  twelve  months,  may  furnish  the  other  half ;  and  if  the  industry  of 
the  settler  and  other  individuals  is  encouraged,  by  their  overplus 
grain  and  animal  food  being  purchased,  and  that  there  were  more 
labourers  who  have  a  term  of  years  to  serve,  the  produce  of  the 
grounds  now  cleared  is  more  than  sufficient  for  the  maintenance 
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1796  of  the  present  inhalntaatB — 337  of  whom  support  themsolveB  with- 
i8:oci.  ^^^  ^^J  expence  to  the  Crown,  which  woold  be  farther  aeoared  if 
---'       cattle  and  sheep  could  be  sent  here,  as  the  former  are  much  wanted 

bysel^^  for  labour,  and  the  latter  for  a  change  of  food,  as  it  is  certain  l^t 
sheep  breed  as  well  here  as  in  any  part  of  the  world,  and  have 
not  as  yet  been  subject  to  distempera  common  to  that  kind  of  lETtock. 
The  C^)e  ewes  have  not  bred ;  but  the  Bengal  ewes  yean  twice 
in  the  thirteen  monthS|  and  have  commonly  two,  often  three,  and 
sometimes  four  lambs  at  a  yeaning,  which  have  increased  so  much 
in  size  by  being  crossed  with  the  Cape  ram  that  a  lamb  six  weeks  old 
is  now  as  large  as  one  of  the  old  ewes  brought  here  in  May,  1793. 

ooatB.  The  goats  are  extremely  prolific,  and^generally  breed  thrioe  in 

the  year.    They  commonly  have  from  two  to  four  kids  at  a  time. 

Any  number  of  sheep,  goats,  and  a  quantity  of  cattle  might  be 
bred  here,  as  the  cleared  grounds  afford  the  best  of  pasture  for 
these  species  of  stock.  But  it  will  be  a  length  of  time  before  the 
increase  of  the  few  cattle,  horses,  and  asses  now  on  the  island 
will  be  of  much  U9e^  unless  more  are  sent. 

Poultry.  From  the  small  quantity  of  poultry  on  the  island  in  November, 

1791,  so  great  an  abundance  has  been  raised  that  the  quantity 
taken  away  since  that  time  is  not  less  than  900  dozen,  besides 
those  consumed  on  the  island.  Innumerable  quantitys  of  fowles 
and  many  turkeys  are  wild  in  the  woods,  where  they  not  only 
breed  and  increase,  but  are  also  of  great  service  in  destroying  tlie 
catterpillars  and  grubs  with  which  the  island  was  much  infested  ; 
but  during  the  last  three  years  little  or  no  inconvenience  has  been 
felt  from  them,  which  I  attribute  to  the  swine  and  ^dld  poultry. 

|^>eMe  of  It  is  now  eleven  months  since  a  full  ration,  and  three  years 
^"^  since  smaller  proportions  of  fresh  pork,  has  been  issued  to  those 
victualled  from  the  public  stores,  the  expence  of  which  to  the 
Crown,  with  the  present  number  of  full  rations, is  thus  explained : — 
By  the  receipts,  issues,  and  vouchers,  it  will  appear  that  from 
February  19th  to  May  21st  (viz.,  3  monliis),  about  480  full  rations 
have  been  victualled  from  itxe  stores,  at  7  lb.  of  fresh  pork  each 
week.     To  supply  this  consumption  : 

£       s.  d. 
Cost  of  food   44,038  m.  of  tnth  poili  have  been  sappUed  by  indivkkslfl  At  6d.  per  lb., 

supplies.  making  the  sum  of 1,11^  U>   0 

And  that  the  quantity  supplied  by  Government  between  the  above  dates  is 

6,626  lb.,  whloh  at  ad.  p.  lb.  makes  a  saving  of  MB    »    6 

Bxpenee  quarterly       90S  16   6 

„       yearly  SJSll   <   0 

Quantity  that  may  be  supplied  from  Govermneni  stook  during  the  remaining 
9  months  may  be  about  12,200  lb.,  which  makes  a  farther  saving  in  the 
coufse  of  the  year  of  SW  0  0 

Total  expences  for  one  year  in  atrimal  food  ..  $,511    0   0 

Savings  made  by  860  full  rations  who  support  themaelvcs  thvoogbout  the 

year  in  animal  food,  Ac. 3,185   0   4 

The  above  calculation  only  respects  animal  food. 
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From  the  preceding  statements  a  calculation  may  be  formed      1796 
of  the  number  of  people  Norfolk  Island  will  maintain.     And  in     isoct^ 
fonning  an  opinion  on  this  bead,  I  am  persuaded  that  2,000  people       "^^^ 
might  be  maintained  almost  immediately  with  grain  and  a  great  of  ^orfoi? 
proportion  of  animal  food ;  but  to  keep  up  a  supply  of  meat,  salt  i"'^*^- 
provisions  would  be  necessary  for  the  increased  number  of  inhab- 
itsats  for  one  or  two  years,  which,  with  the  addition  of  six  or  seven 
hundred  ewes,  might  soon  supply  that  number  with  animal  food, 
which  kincl  of  stock  would  be  much  easier  raised  and  with  less 
ezpenee  than  swine,  exclusive  of  the  benefit  attending  a  change  of 
food. 

Mmmrfadfwtt  of  New  Zealand  Flax, — Not  more  than  nine  women 
and  thirteen  men  (mostly  invalids)  can  be  employed  preparing  and 
manufacturing  the  flax.  If  there  were  slays  or  reeds,  brushes  pi^^. 
and  other  articles,  indispensiUy  necessary  for  flax  dressing  and  dreraing. 
weaving,  with  more  people  to  work  the  flax,  and  weavers,  this 
island  would  require  very  little  assistance  in  doathing  the  convicts ; 
but  the  only  cloth  that  can  be  made,  for  the  want  of  these  necessary 
articles,  ia  a  canvas  finer  than  Na  7,  which  is  thought  to  be  equally 
strong  and  durable  as  that  made  from  European  flax.  « 

Thu  necessary  plant  needs  no  cultivation,  yet  that  experiment 
has  been  made,  and  has  answered  extremely  well,  but  it  is  not  so 
much  superior  to  that  growing  in  its  natural  state  as  to  bestow  any 
pains  on  its  cultivation. 

Until  the  arrival  of  the  two  New  Zealanders  in  May,  1793,  no  The  New 
desirable  progress  was  made  in  its  manufacture,  nor  was  it  without  ^^^vol 
much  entreaty  that  our  visitors  gave  the  information  we  wished. 
As  this  work  is  principally  performed  by  the  women  in  New  Zealand, 
oar  friends  were  by  no  means  equal  to  give  us  the  fullest  instructions, 
yet  sufficient  was  obtained  to  improve  upon.^ 

The  following  is  the  method  practised  by  the  New  Zealanders 
and  the  people  on  this  island  in  manufacturing  the  flax. 

When  the  leaves  are  gathered,  the  stalk  running  through  the  Method  of 
centre  is  taken  out  with  the  thumb-nail,  and  the  red  edges  of  the  {jJl^ful^^' 
leaf  are  also  stripped  off.  The  two  parts  are  then  separated  in  the 
middle,  making  four  slips  of  about }  of  an  inch  wide,  and  the  length 
of  the  leaf,  which  is  from  18  inches  to  3  or  4  feet.  These  slips 
are  cut  across  the  centre  with  a  muscle-shel],  but  not  so  deep  as  to 
separate  the  fibres,  which  is  the  flax.  The  slips  thus  prepared  are 
held  in  the  left  hand,  with  the  thumb  resting  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  slip,  just  above  the  cut.  The  muscle-shell,  held  in  the  right 
hand,  is  placed  on  the  under  parts  of  the  slips,  just  below  the  cut ; 
with  the  thumb  resting  on  the  upper  part,  the  shell  is  drawn  to  the 
end  of  the  slip,  which  separates  the  vegetable  covering  from  the 
flaxen  iilaments.  The  shp  is  turned,  wd  the  same  operation  is 
performed  on  the  remaining  part,  which  leaves  the  flax  entire.  If 
it  is  designed  for  fishing-lines,  or  other  coarse  work,  nothing  more 

"  Vol.  il,  p  811. 
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manufactur- 
ingflax. 


OapabiliUes 
of  producing 
merchant- 
able  articles. 


is  done  to  it ;  but  if  intended  for  cloth,  it  is  twisted  and  beat  a 
considerable  time  in  a  clear  stream  of  water,  and,  when  dried,  twisted 
into  such  threads  as  the  work  requires.  I  have  before  observed 
that  our  visitors  were  not  very  conversant  in  the  mode  of  preparing 
the  flax,  yet  sufficient  was  learnt  to  improve  upon.  Instead  of 
working  it  as  soon  as  gathered,  we  find  It  works  better  to  place  it 
in  a  heap  in  a  close  room  for  ^ve  days  or  a  week,  by  which  means  it 
is  softer  and  pleasanter  to  work.  We  also  find  it  easier  and  more 
expeditious  to  scrape  the  vegetable  covering  from  the  fibres,  which 
is  done  with  three  strokes  of  a  knife;  it  is  then  twisted  and  put  into 
a  tub  of  water,  where  it  remains  until  the  day's  work  is  finished. 
The  day  following  it  is  washed  and  beat  in  a  running  stream. 
When  sufficiently  beat,  it  is  dried,  and  needs  no  other  preparation 
until  it  is  hackled  and  spun  into  yam  for  weaving. 

This  flax  needs  no  cultivation,  as  it  grows  sufficiently  abundant 
on  all  the  cliffii  of  the  island  (where  nothing  else  will  grow)  to  give 
constant  employment  to  five  hundred  people ;  and  should  it  be 
thought  an  object,'  any  quantity  of  canvas,  rope,  or  linen  might 
be  made  here,  provided  there  was  men,  women,  weavers,  flax- 
dressors,  spinners,  and  ropemakers,  with  the  necessary  tools.  But 
as  we  are  destitute  of  these  aids,  keeping  in  practice  the  few  that 
can  be  spared  from  other  essential  work  is  all  that  can  be  done  at 
present  If  a  machine  could  be  so  constructed  as  to  separate  the 
vegetable  covering  from  the  flaxen  filaments,  any  quantity  of  this 
useful  article  might  be  prepared  with  great  expedition. 

Classes  of  Inluihitants  and  Hours  of  Labour. — ^To  explain  this 
article  it  is  necessary  to  state  the  different  descriptions  which 
compose  the  inhabitants,  to  do  which  the  method  of  classing  them 
appears  the  clearest  that  can  be  adopted. 


Proportion 
of  various 


Descriptions. 


1st. 
2nd. 


Srd. 
4th. 


5th. 


Civil  and  militaiy 

Settlers,  hy  grant  or  lease,  and  free  men,  who  are  under- 

tenanto  to  the  settler 

Free  men,  who  are  hired  by  the  year,  Ac.,  or  who  hire  them- 
selves out  daily  

Convicts  who  are  taken  off  the  stores  by  officers,  &o. 

Do       assigned  to  officers,  Ac 

r    Do       employed  as  overseers,  artificers,  watchmen,  Ac, 
I        for  the  public  benefit,  many  of  whom  are  invalids 
I     Do       cultivating  ground  for  the  public  use,  and  other 
[        incidental  work         


Total  males 


{Women  belonging  to  civil  and  military,  and  at  public  labour 
Do     who  belong  to  the  2nd,  and  part  of  the  4th  class  of 
men       

Children  belonging  to  the  Ist  and  4th  class 
Do       to  the  2nd  and  Srd  * 


Total  females  and  children 


Num- 
bers. 


supported. 


88 

104 

138 

6 

67 

106 

80 


683 


40 

126 
116 
73 


Govemmeni 

Labour. 

do 
do 
Government. 

do 

do 


do 

Labour. 

Gk)vemmenL 

Labour. 
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By  this  statement  it  appears  that  not  more  than  136  men,  which      1796 
compose  the  4th  daas,  are  employed  in  carrying  on  all  public  work,     ig  oct 
Only  28  of  them  can  be  employed  (when  other  works  of  public  neces-  p^j^^^ 
dty  do  not  intervene)  in  raising  grain,  ^.,  without  expence  to  the  senanta. 
Grown,  for  the  Ist,  3rd,  4th,  and  a  part  of  the  5th  classes,  making 
U^ether  442  persons ;  from  which  circumstance  the  necessity  of 
continuing  to  purchase  grain  and  animal  food  from  private  cultiva- 
tors is  obvious  until  more  labourers  are  employed  at  public  work. 

Those  of  the  4th  class  who  work  as  carpenters,  sawyers,  black-  Hours  of 
smiths,  &a,  work  from  daylight  to  8  o'clock,  from  9  tOl  noon,  and  ^'**®"'- 
from  2  in  the  afternoon  till  sunset,  and,  as  long  as  they  do  their 
work  properly,  they  have  Fridays  and  Saturdays  tq  themselves, 
which  they  employ  in  working  at  their  grounds,  or  in  building, 
(fee,  for  individuals.  As  those  works  are  of  a  private  nature, 
altho'  they  become  more  or  less  of  a  public  utility,  the  artificers 
are  indulged  with  the  use  of  Government  tools  and  such  materials 
as  can  be  spared. 

Those  employed  at  cultivation  and  other  iiicidental  labour  for  Anicuitunii 
the  public  benefit  work  at  all  seasons  from  daylight  until  1  o'clock,  *****'*^ 
which  is  found  much  more  eligible  than  dispersing  them  at  the 
hours  for  meals,  and  collecting  them  again  to  resume  their  labour. 
As  very  few  of  tliis  description  have  any  person  to  dress  their 
meat,  by  this  management  they  have  a  great  part  of  the  day  at 
their  own  disposal.  Those  who  are  industrious  employ  a  great 
part  of  their  leisure  time  in  cultivating  pieces  of  ground  for  their 
own  use,  or  labouring  for  others. 

The  2nd  and  a  part  of  the  5th  classes,  making  together  331  Seif- 
persons,  support  themselves  by  the  produce  of  their  labour,  at  no  !^^!ui!^ 
expence  to  the  Crown,  as  the  cloathing  they  and  the  settlers  are 
occasionally  furnished  with  from  the  stores  is  paid  for  in  grain  or 
stock. 

Price  of  Labour  amony  Individtiala,  The  labour 

The  general  price  of  labour  among  the  inhabitants  is  as  follows, 

viz.  : — 

To  a  oonvict  taken  off  the  stores  by  an  officer  or  settler,  from  5  to  6  £ 
per  annnm. 

To  a  free  man,  hired  by  the  year,  victualled  and  doathed,  from  10  to 
12  £  per  annnm. 

A  day's  work  for  a  labourer,  with  victuals,  is  3s.  ;  without,  58. 

Cutting  down  and  burning  off  an  acre  of  wood,  £2. 

Do  do  do  of  weeds,  £L10b. 

Thrashing  one  bushel  of  wheat  10  lb.,  equal  to  Is.  8d. 

Other  works  in  proportion.     The  mode  of  paying  for  labour  is  ^^^"* 
various,  and  entirely  depends  upon  the  employer's  circumstances ; 
but  is  in  general  made  by  what  arises  from  the  grain  or  fresh  pork 
put  into  the  stores  by  settlers,  Ac,  sometimes  (but  very  rarely, 
&om  its  scarcity)  in  cash ;  and  often  by  equal  labour  or  by  pro- 
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Provisions. 


Prices 
current 


FvMh  pork,  -/6  ^  lb. 
Pickeled  do.  -/8  do. 
Wheat,  from  7/6  to  10/ 
Maize,     „      1/6  to  5/- 

G^eeae,  10/-  each. 
Small  goats,  £8  do. 


Irrejpilur 
supplies. 


A  Govern- 
ment- 
controlled 
monopoly. 


A  Govern- 
ment store. 


daoe,  which  is  rated  as  underneath.  To  prevent  diaputea,  those 
agreements,  aa  well  aa  all  others,  are  altered  in  a  book  kept  for  that 
purpose  and  properly  witnessed. 

The  Prices  ofProinsions  raised  on  the  Island, 

Thb  following  are  the  average  prices  of  provisions  raised  on  the 

island,  either  for  sale,  barter,  or  in  payment  for  labour,  viz. : — 

PlerUiftd  ArUelea. 

Potatoes,  from  1/-  to  3/6  ifi  cwt. 
Full-grown  fowles,  -/^  ^  V-  each. 
^  bush.  „  ducks,  -/lO  to  1/3  ,• 

II  11  turkeys,  7/6 

Scarce  Articles, 

Goats*  flesh  or  mutton  toGovt.,  '/9^Tb, 
„  „     individuals,  1/6  do. 

N.B. — When  the  latter  is  taken  into  the  stores  for  the  sick  it 
is  issued  as  5  fi>.  of  mutton  for  7  lb.  of  salt  beef — stopped  in  the 
stores — by  which  means  Government  does  not  pay  more  than  6d. 
9  lb.,  as  for  fresh  pork. 

Numerous  inconveniences  and  much  real  distress  has  been  felt 
by  all  the  inhabitants  on  Norfolk  Island  for  the  want  of  some  regu- 
lation respecting  the  supply  and  purcha.se  of  absolute  necessarys 
for  the  use  and  comfort  of  their  familys. 

To  remedy  these  inconveniences,  only  two  means  present  them- 
selves, viz.  : — 

First. — By  Government  giving  an  exclusive  licence  to  some 
merchant  or  merchants  to  supply  the  colonists  with  a 
sufficiency  of  requisite  articles,  recruiting  those  or  sub- 
stituting others  yearly,  according  to  the  demand   or 
recommendation  of  the  Governor,  fixing  the  profits  of 
the  merchant  at  such  a  rate  as  to  make  a  fair  advantage 
by  his  undertaking,  and  to  free  the  inhabitants  from  the 
great  impositions  they  have  so  long  laboured  under  by 
the  advantages  taken  of  their  wants. 
Secondly. — By  Government  sending  a  yearly  assortment  of 
such  requisite  articles  as  may  be  pointed  out  by  the 
Governor  as  useful  and  necessary  for  the  use  of  the 
inhabitants ;  to  be  consigned  to  the  Commissary  or  store- 
keeper, for  the  use  of  such  officers  and  inhabitants  as 
the  Gk>vemor  may  approve  of,  in  payment  of  articles 
of  food  supplied  by  individuals  for  the  use  of  those 
victualled  from  the  public  stores,  or  for  money  in  good 
bills  on  the  paymaster  of  the  corps  or  on  England. 
How  far  either  of  these  plans  would  be  proper  or  advisaUe  for 
Port  Jackson  depends  on  the  local  circumstances  of  that  place, 
which  I  am  not  sufficiently  informed  of  to  offer  an  opinion  on 
what  may  or  may  not  be  necessary  for  that  settlement.     I  shall 
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therefore  confine  myself  to  Norfolk  Island,  trusting  that  my  pro-      1706 
posing  those  plans  will  appear  equally  necessary  for  the  advantage      is  Oct. 
of  Government  and  the  common  welfare  of  a  spot  so  completely 
separated  from  the  rest  of  the  world  as  Norfolk  is,  from  its 
distant  situation. 

From  March,  1788,  when  the  island  was  first  settled,  until  the  ^^^"^^ 
present  period  (October,  1796),  those  who  have  been  victualled  cio^by 
from  the  publick  stores  have  received  provisions  and  cloathing,  &c.,  ***•  **•'*• 
gratis,  which  was  the  case  with  every  description  of  people  during 
the  first  three  years,  when  most  of  those  who  had  expiated  the  sen- 
tence of  the  law  and  did  not  labour  for  the  publick  benefit,  as  well  as 
the  settlers  whose  term  of  being  support^  by  the  Crown  expired, 
ceased  drawing  any  support  or  assistance  from  the  publick  stores. 

The  latter,  i.e,g  the  settlers  and  free  men,  with  some  of  the 
officers  and  other  individuals,  have,  by  their  industry  in  clearing 
and  cultivating  farms,  lodged  a  sufficiency  of  grain  and  animal 
food  in  the  stores  to  enable  them  to  obtain  a  scanty  supply  of  such 
articles  of  use  or  comfort  as  they  needed,  altho'  at  a  most  extortion- 
ate price  too  often  demanded  by  the  dealer  on  this  island,  who  is  ^.^ 
compelled  to  pay  an  advance  of  two  or  three  hundred  p.  cent, 
above  the  price  paid  at  Port  Jackson,  which  in  general  s^mds  the 
consumer  in  1000  p.  cent,  above  the  value  in  Europe  or  India. 

Every  precaution  has  been  ineffectually  used  to  prevent  the 
greatest  part  of  the  cloathing  and  other  necessarys  issued  to  those 
at  publick  labour  from  being  bartered  with  the  settlers  and  soldiers,  improvident 
very  often  in  exchange  for  the  momentary  pleasure  of  being  intoxi-  **°  *^ 
cated  with  a  pint  of  spirits  for  a  new  shirt,  which  the  settler  pur- 
chases from  the  dealer,  often  at  the  rate  of  £4  p.  gallon,  and 
never  less  than  30s.  (until  the  wine  and  spirits  were  purchased 
from  the  master  of  the  Oomwallis,  in  June  last,  on  the  part  of 
Government,  at  8s.  6d.  p.  gallon,  and  given  out  to  the  settlers  at 
10s.  for  the  wine  and  12s.  p.  gallon  for  ye  spirits,  in  payment  for 
animal  food  and  grain  furnished  the  stores).  Thus  Govemm^it 
remains  at  a  constant  oxpence  for  the  stores  and  cloathing,  without 
a  prospect  of  its  being  materially  lessened,  and  the  private  culti- 
ystor's  labour  being  sacrificed  to  the  improper  advantages  taken 
of  their  wants. 

By  adopting  either  of  the  proposed  plans  the  inhabitants  will  ^JJP**' 
be  assared  of  a  certain  supply  of  articles^  equally  useful  as  neces- 
sary, at  a  fixed  price.  They  will  in  general  be  more  contented  in 
their  situation  than  th^  have  been  hitherto,  owing  to  the  oppres- 
sive monoplys  that  have  existed,  and  the  mortifying  hardships  they 
lu|ve  constantly  experienced  for  want  of  those  necessarys  that  have 
alioonded  so  mach  at  Port  Jackson,  which  the  inhabitants  on 
Norfolk  Island  have  either  been  totally  excluded  from,  or  procured 
a  scanty  portion  at  a  most  exorbitant  rate. 
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Estimation  of  the  Expence  of  Fublick  Buildings  erected  onNorfolk      1796 
Island  (calculating  the  labourer's  ration  and  cloathing  at  £19       s  oct 
p.  annm.),  exclusive  of  the  value  of  materials,  such  as  iron- 
work, paint,  and  glass,  &c. 


How  occupied. 


SYDNEY. 

BciLV  or  8I0SZ. 
OoTcnmieDt  Housd 


Buiacks 
Stora-honee.. 
Smgeon's  bouae 


oom'g  Boklien 
Sc3iool-hoo0e 

Jul 

ProroBt-Manhal    . . 


OfBoenTc. 
Jodge-Advocate 


FkAXBD  JkSO  WSATBBR-BOARDBD. 


Barn 

Two  oflloenr  quarten 
OomiDiBBary's  home 


Water-miU,  dam,  Ac. 

Bj  ye  family  oo  Phillip  Island. . 

Women'f  hospital 

Mfll-boose  for  quoams    . . 
Dweiling'-bocwefortho  master  carpenter 


I 


dUferent  a 


Year 
baUt 


1702 


1703 
1703 


1704 
i708 


1706 
1796 


1780 

1703 
1702  and 
1704 
1706 
1706 
1796 
1794 
1703 


80 
40 
30 
10 
80 
20 
20 
80 
10 
80 
30 


12 
10 
20 
20  to 
each. 
40 
10 
10 
10 
10 


Amount 


lion. 

6 
do. 

4 

8 

4 

8 
do. 

6 

8 

6 

G 


3 
6 

4 
3ea. 

8 

2 

4 
2 
2 


Total  expence  of  buildingi  at  Sydney 


QussjraoBO. 

30 

•12 

7 

Bam 

66 

18 

6 

GruMuy 

38 

16 

12 

Two  IxNucs  for  conviote 

38 

18 

18 

FmLUPBURO. 

AflBSlant  miseon .  • 

20 
20 

24 
24 

8 
8 

Ftaz-hooM 

40 

18 

10 

Store-hooae           

60 

24 

12 

28 

12 

7 

Supointendanta 

28 

12 

7 

Bam 

66 

24 

12 

Wharf  md  crane  . .                            *. 

Gnard-boaae  at  Sydney 

27 

17 

8 

1708 

10 

1704 

10 

.... 

10 

1704 

20  ea. 

1702 

20 

do. 

1704 

10 

10 

.... 

10 

10 

1706 

10 

05*06 

00 

1704 

10 

4ea. 


Tbial  esthnation  of  ye  value  of  publiok  building! 


£ 
700 


51 


204 
204 


67 
102 
ISO 
612 

263 
34 
63 
84 
84 


£4,086 


272 
61 
51 

272 


136 
136 
84 
61 
34 
61 
102 
280 
61 


£6,216 


PubUc 
buQdingt. 


N.Bb— Excluaire  of  the  above,  lereral  other  amaller  buildings  have  been  erected  by 
Qovmuncnth 

BuUdvngi,  —  At  Cascade  Bay  a   great  advantage   has   been  Cascade 
obtained  in  the  construction  of  a  very  strong  wharf,   126   feet  ^^'' 
long,  which  connects  the  shore  with  the  landing-rock,  at  the  end 
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1706 

18  Oct 


Shipping 

oooommoda* 

lion. 


A  water- 
mill. 


Settten' 
hutB. 


Public 
instruction. 


The 
weather. 


of  which  is  a  swinging  crane  and  c^pstom,  by  which  the  boofes  are 
loaded  and  unloaded  with  the  heaviest  articles,  and  hoiated  up 
with  perfect  safety. 

Kear  this  wharf  a  large  storehonse  aod  barracks  for  the  guard 
are  built.  From  the  advantage  attending  this  work  no  risque  need 
be  hazarded  by  ships  keeping  in  Sydney  Bay,  as  the  landing  is 
generally  good  at  Cascade  Bay,  when  it  becomes  the  least  hazard- 
ous at  the  former  place.  And  here  I  cannot  omit  the  satisfaction 
I  feel  in  reflecting  that  no  casualty  by  accidents  to  boats  has 
happened  since  my  return  here  in  1791. 

The  advantage  of  a  well-constructed  water-mill  ifl  sufficiently 
obvious.  From  a  late  addition  of  3  feet  to  the  hei^it  of  the  dam 
it  will  now  grind  20  bushels  of  wheat  daily,  which  has  done  away 
the  great  inconvenience  of  every  man  being  obliged  to  grind  hu 
ration  before  it  can  be  dressed.  The  abundance  of  millstones  and 
the  quantity  of  wood  fit  for  millwrights'  work,  willi  the  sttuation 
of  the  different  streams,  will  admit  of  any  number  of  water-mills 
being  erected. 

Two  well-furnished  windmills  are  also  erected  by  settles,  which 
answers  extremely  well. 

Not  more  than  ten  settlers  have  been  able  to  erect  better 
dwellings  than  log  huts,  which  are  neither  warm  or  durable; 
Better  cannot  be  expected  when  it  is  considered  how  mndu  their 
labour  and  attention  must  have  been  employed  in  raising  food 
for  their  families  and  to  procure  such  articles  as  they  need; 
but  many  of  this,  as  well  as  of  other  descriptions,  are  building 
comfortable  framed  and  weather-boarded  dwellings  at  their  own 

expence. 

♦  ♦♦♦#♦♦♦ 

Schools, — Of  schools  there  are  now  two,  viz.:  One  for  young 

children,  who  are  instructed  by  a  woman  of  good  character ;  and 

the  other  is  kept  by  a  man,''^  who  teaches  reading,  writing,  and 

arithmetic,  for  which  he  is  well  qualified,  and  is  very  attentive.    A 

third  institution  on  a  permanent  footing  is  added  to  those  for  the 

reception  of  such  orphan  female  children  as  have  lost  or  been 

deserted  by  their  parents — ^most  of  them  are  of  such  an  age  as  to 

require  a  strict  hand  and  eye  over  them.     Unfortunately,  those,  as 

well  as  the  other  children,  are  destitute  of  every  article  of  <doathing, 

except  such  as  the  stores  affords,  which  is  by  no  means  cabolated 

for  children  in  this  warm  climate.     By  the  application  <rf  fines 

imposed  for  breaches  of  l^e  peace,  ifec.,  and  a  subsoription  raised 

by  officers,  the  most  necessitous  of  those  children  were  s(Hne  time 

past  cloal^ed,  and  about  j£28  now  remains  to  be  applied  in  ^e 

same  manner. 

«  «  «  ♦  «  #♦  ♦ 

Climate, — ^In  summer  the  medium  degree  of  heat  is  SV  in  the 
shade,  uotd  a  southern  aspect;  but  it  has  frequently  baen  as  high 

*  Ante,  p.  1  and  p.  2  (note). 
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as  1ST  in  the  sun,  and  112'*  in  the  shade.    In  winter  the  medium       1796 
is  60",  and  at  times  as  low  as  48^,  without  snow  or  ice,  altho'  very      ^g  q^ 
heavy  hailstorins  are  frequent  in  August.    Thunderstorms,  attended  ««Jnr 
with  tofrents  of  rain,  are  frequent  about  the  summer  solstice. 
StTQug  gales  of  wind  at  south-west  are  common  from  May  to  Sep- 
tember, and  attended  with  heavy  dews ;  south-east  winds,  which 
are  dry  and  parching,  prevail  from  October  to  May.     The  only 
variation  in  these  winds  is  that  the  new  and  full  moon  generally 
set  in  with  violent  galea  of  wind  from  east  to  north-east  and  north- 
west, which  have  a  peculiar  chilling  effect  after  the  close  and  hot 
north-east  winds. 


The  following  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  births,  deaths,  &c.f 
from  November,  1791,  to  this  date  : — 

Account  of  Births  and  Deaths  from  November  12th,  1701,  to 
October  18th,  1796. 


Births. 


I  CinL     Jimtarj.    Convicte. 


ToUl. 


10 


178 


191 


CirU.      MiUteiT.    Coovicts.  Ohildnn. 


Births  and 
i  deaths. 


TotaL 


38 


137 


Of  th«  above  number 


Have  died. 

From  1  month  to  2  yean 
.,    2  jrean  to  18    „ 
„  18     „    to »    „ 
»  »      »    to45    „ 
„  45      .,    to«    „ 


fbtal 


ur7 


Teething 28 

Dyientery 45 


Cholera  morbos,  1 ;  Obstipation,  1 
Fevers,  7 ;  Consamptions,  8   . . 
Debility 


Bropey,  8 ;  Putrid  Sore  Throat,  1    . . 

Convuleiom  and  EpUepsy       

Surfeit,  2 ;  Scalded,  1 ;  Abscess  and  Cancer,  2 
Eruption,  Scald  Head,  and  Mortification  . . 
Iliac  FaMion 


Shot,  1;  Gssuslties,  2;  Executed,  1;  Suicide,  2 
Looked  Jaw         


Total 


2 
15 
22 
6 
4 
'4 
6 
8 
1 
6 
2 

187 


Philip  Gidlet  Kino. 


SUROBON  FiTZPATRICK  TO  UnDER  SECRETARY  KiNO. 

Sir,  Portammith,  23rd  October,  1796.  28  Oct. 

Your  manner  of  reoeiving  me  -when  embarked  on  the  part 
of  a  poor  miserable  convicfc  emboldens  me  to  state  to  you,  for  his 
Gnoe  the  Doke  of  Portland's  information,  the  matters  which  have 
been  done  here,  and  those  which  I  pray  may  be  done  at  Cork,  for  Health  of 
tbe  ftooommodatian  and  health  of  the  convicts  embarked  on  board  ^^^^  ^ 
tbeG«ig«i.»  ^^ 

Oomns  (vol.  ii,  p.  88)  remarked  tfaat  the  convicts  were  landed  from  the  Ganges  in  much 
'    taesiyillian  those  from  the  Britannia. 

VOL,  III — L 


162 


HISTORICAL   RECORDS  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


1796 

23  Oct. 

Ventilation. 


Separating 

married 

from 

unmarried 

convictB. 


Preventive 
measures^ 


Unhealthy 
conditions. 


Diet  of 
women  and 
infanta. 


Tlie 
Britannia. 


My  first  object  was,  in  as  much  as  the  mode  of  the  original 
fitting  the  ship  would  allow,  to  favour  the  perpetual  admission  of 
as  much  pure  air  as  possible.  Then  it  became  my  concern  to  pay 
that  attention  to  the  poor  women,  which  their  conduct  deserved, 
by  placing  them  under  the  protection  of  their  husbands,  their 
merit  in  a  conjugal  sense  being  nearly  unparrelled,  sacrificing 
their  all,  and  subjecting  themselves  to  an  ignominious  banish- 
ment, thereby  fulfilling  the  great  and  essential  obligation  of  the 
marriage  vow. 

I  railed  off  a  part  of  the  vessel  where  the  convicts  were  confined 
and  allotted  it  to  the  married  men,  their  partners,  and  innocent 
orphans.  By  this  alteration  the  poor  women,  in  place  of  being 
subject  (as  they  were  before)  to  the  insult  of  the  ship's  ci-ew  and 
the  military  guard,  are  now  protected,  and  the  space  which  they 
inhabited  is  now  converted  into  an  hospital  apartment,  well  aired. 
I  put  on  board  ventilators  and  wat^r-purifiers,  also  vitriol  and 
nitre  for  fumigation,  and  such  medicines  as  were  required  by  Mr. 
Mileham;  but  there  are  matters  which  prudence  and  humanity 
dictate  that  I  humbly  pray  you  to  have  carried  into  effect,  viz., 
the  having  the  convicts  when  at  Cove  landed  either  on  Spike 
or  Ilolboland  Islands,  and  lodged  in  the  barracks  for  some  days 
untill  the  ship  can  be  cleansed  and  completely  fumigated  on  my 
principle,  as  contained  in  the  enclosed*  general  directions  for 
embarked  troops  ;  and  that  they  be  supplied  with  vegetables,  fresh 
meat,  and  malt  liquor,  and  their  salt  provisions  restrained  whilst 
there,  as  is  the  case  with  soldiers,  for  otherwise  I  fear  that  the 
scurvy  and  destructive  putrid  fever  will  effect  that  which  the 
humanity  of  the  law  and  of  Government  never  intended 

On  the  whole,  my  prayer  is,  if  it  is  to  be  but  for  five  days,  that 
the  prisoners  be  disembarked,  and  that  the  general  transport-ship 
directions  be  fulfilled,  and  also  that  the  convicts  so  long  embarked, 
existing  in  the  ship's  womb,  and  perpetually  inhaling  their  own 
putrid  exhalations,  and  subsisting  on  salt,  rancid  provisions,  may 
be  supplied  with  vegetables,  beer,  and  fresh  meat ;  and  that  a  good 
stock  of  potatoes,  onions,  and  mustard  be  laid  in  on  their  new  em- 
barkation, with  some  small  proportion  of  spirits,  or  rather  malt 
liquor  or  molasses  and  spruce,  to  be  used  discretionally  by  the 
doctor. 

The  next  and  last  matter  which  I  earnestly  beg  to  suggest  is 
(altho'  I  fear  it  will  be  considered  irregular  by  the  agent  at  Cork, 
and  am  sensible  the  ship's  steward  will  consider  it  troublesome) 
that  the  allowance  or  diet  for  the  women  and  infants,  in  place  of 
common  ship's  provisions,  be  interchanged  for  a  like  value  of  tea, 
cocoa,  sugar,  barley,  raisins,  and  well-baked  white  biscuit,  better 
adapted  to  their  delicate  stomachs,  and  perhaps  infirm  statesL 

In  respect  to  the  Britannia,  intended  for  the  Irish  convicts, 
altho'  some  improvements  were  absolutely  necessaxy  for  her  in 

*  The  enclosure  is  not  available. 
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point  of  accommodatioD,  &c.,  none  has  been  made  here,  but  should      1796 
not  be  omitted  in  Ireland.*     I  supplied  her  with  air-machines,      ssoot 
water-puriiiers,  and  some  of  the  essential  materials  for  fumigation. 
The  other  matters  I  hope  and  pray  may  be  done  and  supplied  on 
the  principle  of  the  Granges  whilst  she  remains  at  Cork. 

Being  in  daily  expectation  of  having  the  happiness  of  seeing  you 
on  this  and  on  another  of  my  hobby-horsical  subjects,  I  put  off 
writing  to  the  last  moment ;  but  as  it  is  an  ill  wind  which  blows 
&voarable  to  none,  the  present  one  will  afford  you  an  opportunity 
of  having  his  Grace's  oiders  by  the  packet  for  Ireland  before  the 
arrival  of  the  convicts  there. 

Having  experienced  the  benevolence  of  Government,  and  the  Benevolence 
marked  beneficence  of  certain  of  its  members,  I  have  only  to  wish  ment  '^^ 
you  a  long  continuance  of  credit  and  influence  to  forward  and 
execute  the  dictates  of  your  own  heart 

I  have,  &c., 

Jas.  Fitzpatrick. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

25th  October,  1796.  jsoct. 

Parole — Bridport.  Countersign — Hood. 

Many  attempts  having  been  made  by  the  people  who  came  out  as 
convicts  in  the  ships  Boddingtons  and  Sugar-canef  to  impose  on  the 
Governor  and  other  officers  with  respect  to  their  time  of  servi-  gentenoes  of 
tade,  it  is  hereby  strictly  ordered  and  directed  that  no  settler  or  convicts, 
other  person  do  employ  or  harbour  any  of  those  people  on  the 
strength  of  the  certificate  they  had  formerly  obtained,  as  it  appears 
now  that  many  of  them  have  been  transported  for  life. 

It  is  therefore  the  Governor's  particular  and  positive  directions 
that  every  person  oflfering  himself  for  employment  on  the  presump- 
tion that  his  certificate  is  a  sufficient  voucher  of  his  being  at  his  own  certificate  of 
disposal  be  particularly  examined  relative  to  the  ship  he  came  out  'f^^io*"- 
in,  and  also  be  desired  to  produce  his  certificate,  which,  as  all 
former  certificates  have  been  called  in,  will  be  considered  as  useless 
unless  signed  by  Mr.  Williamson,  the  Acting  Commissary. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  ordered  that,  as  many  of  the  above- 
described  prisoners  (the  Boddingtons'  and  Sugar-cane's)  have 
absconded  without  having  obtained  a  renewal  of  the  certificate  Absconders, 
formerly  granted  tliem,  all  persons  who  are  friends  to  good  order 
do  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  secure  and  bring  to  head- 
quarters such  impostors.  Should  it  be  hereafter  discovered  that 
any  persons  receiving  indulgences  from  Government  do  refuse  to 

*  The  oonvicta  on  board  the  Britannia  were  landed  in  a  very  bad  stato  of  health.    They 
comptoined  to  the  Governor  that  they  had  been  harshly  treated  by  the  captain.— Poet,  p.  240 

tTheee  veieels  arrived  at  Sydney  on  the  7th  Aoffost,  1798,  and  17th September,  1793, 
r«q>ecbvdy,  with  convicts  from  Ireland. 
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Not  to  be 
harboured 
by  officers  or 
settiers. 
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Warning  to 

turbulent 

convicts. 


obey  this  Order,  they  will  be  deprived  of  that  indulgence,  and  here- 
after considered  as  unworthy  any  attention  from  Government^  and 
be  treated  otherwise  as  persons  holding  in  contempt  the  public 
orders  and  regulations  of  ihe  settlement.  Jho.  Huntbb. 

Government  and  General  Obber. 

29th  October,  1796. 

Parole — ^Plymouth.  Countersign — Devonshire. 

The  Governor  thinks  it  necessary  to  give  this  public  information 

to  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  in  general,  that  after  his  Order  of 

the  25th  inst.,  in  which  he  pointed  out  a  number  of  people,  who  by 

false  pretences  and  various *  practised  upon  officers  who  are 

not  now  upon  the  spot,  bad  obtained  certificates  of  discharge  at 
their  own  request  from  the  victualling-books  of  the  settlement,  he 
(lid  not  expect  to  have  occasion  to  publish  any  other  Order  on  that 
subject.  He,  however,  feels  himself  compelled,  as  a  duty  he  owes 
to  his  situation,  to  notice  the  turbulent  conduct  of  those  very 
people,  who  have  not  hesitated  to  use  a  language  and  threats  which 
imply  a  determination  to  resist  all  authority,  and  further  to  declare, 
"  That  if  any  officer,  civil  or  military,  any  settler  or  other  person 
within  this  colony,  shall,  after  Monday,  the  7th  of  November  (a 
time  allowed  for  completing  any  work  they  may  now  be  engaged 
in),  retain  in  his'  or  her  service  any  one  or  more  of  the  persons 
described  in  the  above  Order  of  the  25th,  such  persons  will  be  con- 
sidered as  encouraging  a  set  of  lawless  and  seditious  people,  to  ihe 
total  expulsion  of  all  order  and  Government,  and  to  the  weakening 
of  his  Majesty's  authority  in  these  settlements." 

Those  who  came  to  this  country  in  the  ships  Boddingtons  and 
Sugar-cane  liave  had  no  cause  to  complain  since  they  Mrrived  in  it 
Such  of  them  as  have  had  only  a  bare  probability  of  being  out  of  their 
time  have  been  granted  cert^cates,  as  a  proof  that  it  was  not  inten- 
ded to  prevent  them  from  serving  themselves.  The  error  respecting 
their  time  has  been  committed  in  Ireland,  t  and  not  in  this  country. 
To  grant  certificates  to  such  as  it  is  known  are  here  for  life  would 
be  the  highest  injustice  to  many  others ;  such  an  indulgence  is  only 
to  be  obtained  by  a  quiet,  decent,  and  proper  conduct. 

If  they  are  of  opinion  that  to  threaten  will  be  the  best  means 
of  obtaining  what  they  want,  they  may  repent  that  opinion  when 
it  will  be  too  late.  There  will  be  no  difficulty  in  furnishing  tiiem 
with  a  situation  in  this  country,  or  some  of  its  dependencies,  where 
they  will  not  be  able  to  disturb  the  peace  of  their  neighbours,  and 
if  ihej  are  troublesome  here  they  shall  certainly  have  that  situation 
very  soon.  They  have  already  been  told  that  the  Governor  had 
represented  in  the  most  pressing  manner  to  the  Secretary  of  State 

•Woidflleglbto. 

t  References  to  the  lax  system  of  acquainting  Hunter  with  the  duration  of  seotenses  of 
oonvictilrom  Iidasid  will  be  found  at  p.  88,  ante,  and  atpp.  196, 286, 418, 482,  488, 606,  post. 
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the  neceadty  and  justice  of  having  those  sentences  sent  ont  as  early      1796 
as  possiUe,  that  the  people  concerned  might  be  liberated  the  very     »oet. 
day  on  which  their  sentence  expired.     It  is  therefore  out  of  his 
power  to  do  more  for  them  at  this  time. 

After  having  said  so  much,  the  Governor  thinks  it  necessary  to  Free 
inform  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  whether  in  a  civil  or  ^Slf ***"** 
military  capacity,  that  he  expects,  as  they  value  his  Majesty's  «jg>e»t« 
authority,  the  peace  and  civil  government  of  the  settlement,  they  oovern- 
use  their  utmost  vigilance  and  exertions  to  preserve  peace  and  good  ™^"^ 
order,  and  to  that  end,  that  they  aid  and  assist  the  civil  power 
when  and  wherever  it  may  be  necessary,  and  also  that  they  report 
all  such  persons  as  they  may  know  are  in  any  way  active  in 
opposition  to  this  Order.*       Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

9th  November,  1796.  9  Nov. 

Parole — District.  Countersign — Sydney. 

In  consequence  of  the  very  disorderly  conduct  and  the  frequent 
disgraceful  breaches  of  the  peace   committed  by  many  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Sydney  and  its  neighbourhood,  the 
Governor  has  thought  it  necessary  to  number  the  houses,  and  to 
divide  the  town  into  certain  portions  or  divisions,!  as  a  more  ready  Division  of 
means  of  having  the  well-disposed  assisted  by  each  other  in  sup-  5ji,tri*L*"*** 
pressing  all  tumult  and  disorder,  and  of  compelling  a  more  decent 
attention  and  obedience  to  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  settle- 
ment     It  is  therefore  his  Excellency's  directions  that  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  different  divisions  do  immediately  proceed  to  elect 
from  amongst  themselves  three  of  the  most  decent  and  respectable 
men  residing  within  their  divisions  to  be  appointed  as  watchmen, 
for  the  purpose  of  enforciug  a  proper  attention  to  the  peace  and  Election  of 
tranquility  of  their  respective  divisions,  and  that  the  names  of  watchmen, 
the  persons  so  chosen  be  laid  before  him  for  his  approbation.     As 
this  is  a  measure  intended  to  promote  the  happiness  and  secure 
the  property  of  the  inhabitants  generally,  the  Governor  flatters 
himself  that  its  necessity  and  utility  will  be  seen  by  every  honest 
man,  and  dispose  him  to  offer  his  services  for  establishing  it  as 
early  as  possible. 

Tbe  duty  of  the  persons  so  chosen  will  be  to  apprehend  all  Dntiea  of 
night-walkers,  all  disorderly  and  suspicious  persons,  and  to  deliver  ^*®'*™«"' 
them  over  to  a  constable^  or  take  them  before  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace ;  they  wiU  also  interrogate  all  who  are  found  idling  about 


*  OolHiM  (voL  ii,  p.  0)  remarlced  in  reffird  to  thlf  Otdmt :— "It  wa«  hoped  by  tfaa  Governor 

Ht  this  Order  womd  convince  the  people  pertlculsriy  s^Ied  Defenden  that  if  they  oon- 

tfaraed  to  be  troublceoroe  they  would  not  veiy  readily  escape  from  the  pnniahment  to  which 


their  taibalent  and  resUeas  conduct  might  entitie  them.' 
t  OolBm  (voL  ii,  p.  6)  says  that  the  hooMe  were  numbered  both  at  Sydney  and  Parra- 
and  that  a  principal  inhabitant  was  placed  at  the  head  of  each  portion  and  charged 


vith  the  peace  and  good  order  thereof.    Sydney  was  portioned  out  into  four  Division*— 
King,  Nepean,  Banks,  and  Haskelyne. 
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1706      in  their  division,  not  being  inhabitants  thereof,  and  oblige  them 

9  Nov.      ^  &^^  ^^  account  of  themselves.     If  they  call  themselves  free 

people  and  off  the  store,  they  are  to  produce  their  certificate ;  if 

they  are  people  who  are  permitted  to  go  from  Pairamatta,  the 

Hawkesbury,  or  any  other  distant  place  to  Sydney,  they  will  pro- 

Siirveiiiance  duce  their  passports  or  leave  from  the  person  authorized  to  give 

of  Btrangers.  -^     rpj^^  watchmen  will  inform  themselves  of  all  strangers  who 

come  to  reside  within  their  division,  and  report  them  at  the  end 

of  the  week  to  the  civil  magistrate.     They  will  be  particularly 

careful  to  secure  and  bring  before  the  magistrate  all  gamesters 

and  drunkards,  and  to  enfore  in  their  respective  divisions  a  due 

reverence  for  the  Sabbath  day,  and  not  to  permit  any  to  be  idly 

strolling  about  during  divine  service.     Notwithstanding  that  the 

ofEce  of  watchmen  in  all  towns  whatever  is  performed  at  the 

expence  of  the  inhabitants,  being  for  the  public  security,  yet  the 

Governor,  in  consideration  of  the  trouble  attending  the  faithful 

dischai'ge  of  its  dutys,  thinks  fit  to  order  that  the  person  so  offici- 

i^uner-     ating  shall  be  allowed  the  full  ration  for  themselves  and  familys^ 

watchmen,    an  occasional  supply  of  slops,  and  half  a  pint  of  spirits  every 

Saturday.      If  their  diligence  may  deserve  further  notice,   the 

civil  magistrate  will  have  an  eye  to  them,  and  recommend  them  to 

other  indulgences.     It  is  intended  that  the  same  regulations  shall 

take  place  at  Parramatta. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  will  chuse 
his  own  watchmen  over  the  military  division,  and  direct  them 
to  report  to  him.  Jno.  Hunter. 


12  Nov. 


Passengers 
by  the 
Britannia. 


Changes 
in  the 
condition  of 
the  colony. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  12th  Nov.,  1796. 

From  a  variety  of  considerations  of  a  public  nature,  as  well 
as  from  motives  of  humanity,  your  Grace  will  have  understood 
before  this  can  come  to  hand  that  I  had  chartered  the  ship 
Britannia  to  sail  from  hence  directly  for  England.*  By  that  ship, 
and  under  the  care  of  Capt.  David  Collins,  our  Judge- Advocate! 
(who  had  obtained  his  Majesty's  permission  to  return  to  England 
on  his  private  concerns),  I  transmitted  my  dispatches  for  your 
Grace,  with  as  full  and  complete  an  account  of  the  concerns  of  this 
colony  as  I  cou'd  possibly  make  out,  and  which  I  hope  will  be 
found  as  satisfactory  as  from  the  various  alterations  and  changes 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  settlement  since  the  time  at  which 
Govr.  Phillip  had  left  it  (1792)  cou'd  well  be  expected,  and  of 
which  Mr.  Collins  and  Mr.  Palmer,  the  Commissary  (who  is  also 

*  This  action  of  Hunter's  did  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Duke  of  Portland- 
Post,  pp.  296,  207. 

t  Richard  Atkins  acted  as  Judge-Advocate  until  the  arrival  of  Oollins's  succeseor—lUehaid 
Dore. 
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returning  on  private  business  to  England),  if  they  will  speak  their       1796 
real  sentiments,  which  I  trust  they  will,  can  very  well  inform     12  Nov. 
your  Grace.     Those  gent'n  are  weU  acquainted  with  the  very 
embarrassed  situation  in  which  they  left  me,  and  of  which  I 
did  not  think  it  necessary  then  to  mention  to  your  Grace  any 
particulars. 

The  difficulty  of  my  task,  and  the  hea\y  work  I  had  set  about 
and  determined  to  accomplish,  they  are  no  strangers  to,  nor 
to  my  want  of  assistance  in  officers  or  a  sufficient  number  of 
labourers,  and  almost  wholly  without  artificers  of  every  kind.  It 
may  appear  extraordinary  to  your  Grace  that  we  should  have  been 
so  very  weak  in  public  labourers  when  so  considerable  a  number  Pnudty 
will  appear  on  the  Commissary's  books  fed  and  cloathed  at  the  S^bouren. 
expence  of  Government.  This,  my  Lord,  is  one  part  of  the  difficulty 
with  which  I  mentioned  in  my  letter.  No.  9,*  I  had  to  contend,  but 
which  I  at  same  [time]  said  I  might  take  some  future  opportunity 
of  noticing  more  particularly,  and  which  I  probably  wou*d  have 
declined  altogether  observing  anything  upon  were  it  not  that  T 
am  unwilling  former  mistakes  shou'd  be  in  any  degree  plac'd  to 
my  account. 

I  must  now,  my  Lord,  beg  your  Grace's  patience  untill  I  remark  officers 
a  few  circumstances  which  may  serv^e  to  convince  whether  there  jjnvicta 
has  been  any  cause  for  complaint  on  my  part.     Considerable  to  settle, 
numbers  of  the  convicts,  I  find,  have  been  settled  by  the  different 
officers  who  commanded  after  the  departure  of  Govr.  Phillip,  and 
of  people  who  had  neither  served  their  time  out  nor  were  emanci- 
pated to  enable  them  to  become  settlers  and  to  possess  property  in 
this  country,  nor  had  they  received  any  grant  more  than: — "A.B. 
has  my  permission  to  settle  " — signed  by  the  commanding  officer. 
This  slip  of  paper  serv'd  them  as  a  sufficient  authority  to  fix 
wherever  they  pleas'd.    Settlers  of  this  description,  as  well  as  many  jj^y^^^ 
who  had  been  more  regularly  permitted,  have  had  their  sei*vants  allowed 
allow'd  them  from  amongst  those  of  the  public.     The  servants  ^  **"  *"" 
allow'd  to  officers  by  a  former  regulation,  and  the  many  convicts 
who  had  been  dispersed  amongst  the  Serjeants,  corporals,  drummers, 
and  considerable  numbers  of  the  private  soldiers,  as  servants, 
together  with  many  others  variously  disposed  of,  or  who  had  been 
permitted  to  accomodate  themselves,  had  reduc'd  our  numbers 
to  work  for  the  public  so  very  low  that  when  I  arriv'd  we  cou'd 
scarsely  call  together  twenty  for  any  public  purpose  at  Sydney. 
This  I  hope  I  am  not  hasty  in  saying  had  very  much  the  appear- 
enoe  of  an  intentional  embarrassment. 

The  task  that,  thro*  this  means,  was  imposed  upon  me  was  g«'J^«^« 
truely  unpleasent — nay,  it  was  distressing — because  it  obliged  me,  re-organiaf 
contrary  to  my  inclination,  to  shew  my  objections  to  certain  ^^o'*- 
regulations  of  some  of  my  predecessors ;  in  this,  however,  I  was  as 

*  Ante,  p.  41. 
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Factious 
opposition. 


Hunter  will 
persevere. 


General 
musters. 


State  of  the 
settlement. 


Confusion 

and 

disorder. 


delicate  as  it  was  possible  to  be,  and  as  the  pnblic  service  woa'd 
admit.  And  notwithstanding  the  particularly  kind  attention 
which  I  was  disposed  and  actnally  did  show  to  every  person  in 
the  colony,  there  are  those  in  it  now  who  have,  in  conseqnenoe  of 
the  dispositions  I  was  daily  making  to  correct  abuses  which  were, 
perhaps,  convenient  to  their  private  speculations,  shewn  every 
inclination,  and  have  indirectly  us'd  every  means,  which  oou'd  be 
contrived  to  hinder  or  render  ineffectual  every  step  I  was  taking. 
This,  it  is  true,  my  Lord,  they  have  neither  been  bold  enough  or  so 
imprudent  as  to  attempt  openly,  because,  in  that  case,  I  oou'd  at 
once  have  fix'd  upon  the  person,  but  they  have  done  it  in  such  a 
way  as  left  sufficient  room  for  suspicion.  They  have,  however,  I 
trust,  found  me  as  firm  and  determin'd  as  I  ought  to  be  upon 
such  occasion,  and  resolVd  I  am  to  persevere  in  my  endeavours  to 
remedy  every  evil  as  far  as  I  can,  which  have  taken  such  deep 
root  in  this  colony  since  the  departure  of  Grovr.  Phillip.  Such 
changes  as  have  appeared  to  me  to  be  improvements  upon  that 
gentleman's  ideas  have  already  been  candidly  mentioned  in  former 
letters,  and  are  continued,  and  not,  I  hope,  without  giving  such 
reasons  for  my  opinions  as  might  leave  your  Grace  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity of  deciding  as  to  their  propriety. 

Since  the  departure  of  the  Britannia*  I  have  caus'd  several 
musters  to  be  taken.  The  necessity  of  raising  a  sufficient  share  of 
strength  for  enabling  us  to  get  on  with  the  public  buildings  so 
essentially  requisite  was  now  sufficiently  apparent  to  every  candid 
person,  and  rendered  thLs  measure  proper.  The  number  of  tricks 
practised  upon  the  public  by  impostors  and  every  species  of  imposi- 
tion are  what  your  Grace,  or  any  person  unacquainted  with  such 
characters,  can  have  no  conception  of ;  but  many  have  been 
detected  and  corrected  as  far  as  possible  in  so  short  a  timet  The 
innumerable  difficultys  which  retard  our  progress  in  whatever 
relates  to  the  concerns  of  Government,  the  astonishing  state  of 
indolence  and  indifference  about  the  affairs  of  the  public  which 
the  private  traffic  of  individuals  have  brought  about,  is  really 
extraordinary.  The  tricks  daily  practised,  and  the  bad  babbits 
which  have  been  permitted  to  take  root  so  very  deeply  and  exten- 
sively for  want  of  timely  correction,  are  such  as  renders  it  no  less 
painfull  to  me  to  mention  than  they  are  found  difficult  to  get  the 
better  of.  The  original  discipline  of  the  colony  is  sadly  relax'd  or 
nearly  lost,  but,  it  is  to  be  hop'd,  only  for  a  time  ;  all  is  confusion, 

•  The  Britannia  saUed  from  Sydney  on  29th  September,  1796,  for  Norfolk  laUmd,  wfaich  she 
quitted  on  the  26th  October,  bound  for  England. 

t  Ckillins  mentions  (vol.  11,  p.  11)  that  Hunter  adopted  the  S3-stem  of  musterinfr  ereiy 
description  of  inhabitant  at  the  same  hour  in  all  districts,  for  it  had  been  found  that  in 
mustering  the  districts  at  different  times  some  had  succeeded,  by  travelling  rapidly  from 
one  settlement  to  another,  in  imposing  on  the  local  storekeepers  by  drawing  provisioiis  from 
each.  The  practice  of  allowinr  convicts  whose  terms  of  servitude  were  unexpired  to 
become  settlers,  which  has  already  been  referred  to  (ante,  p.  167),  had  considerably  dopleted 
the  Government  gangs.  When  visiting  Parramatta  in  October,  Hunter  made  one  bundled 
of  these  delinquents  return  to  servitude.— Ck>lllns,  vol.  ii,  p.  8. 
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disorder,  and  lioentiousnees,  and  a  total  inattention  to — naj,  I       1790 
might  almost  say,  a  direct  diaobedienoe  of — Public  Orders.     All     x2  Nor. 
Has,  my  Lord,  has,  in  my  opinion,  proceeded  from  the  impatience 
of  thoBe  who,  having  very  little  real  or  active  duty  to  do,  have 
been  but  too  much  engaged  in  a  most  distructive  traffic  with  spir- 
itons  liquors.     Had  this  article,  so  pernicious  in  its  effects  as  it  Thetnffioin 
has  been  us'd,  been  sparingly  emplo^d  and  imported  in  modera-  'P^'^*'- 
tion,  it  wou'd  have  done  much  good ;  but  being  an  article  eagerly 
sought  after  by  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  and  those  parti- 
cularly employed  in  agriculture  and  other  laborious  employments, 
it  has  been  as  eagerly  imported  by  those  who  had  the  means  of 
purchasing,  and  sold  again  to  the  settlers  at  an  immense  profit,  so 
that  it  has  been  said  (and  I  confess  I  believe  with  truth)  that  very 
considerable  sums  have  been  realised  in  a  very  short  time  by  this  Profita  of 
ruinous  trade — ruinous  to  many  who  might  have  liVd  now  very  ***•  *"^*'' 
indepokdantly  on  their  farms ;  to  the  distruction  of  all  order ;  to 
the  almost  total  extinction  of  every  spark  of  religion  ;  to  the 
encouragement  of  gambling  ;  the  occasion  of  frequent  robberys  ; 
and,  ooncem'd  am  I  to  add,  to  several  very  recent  and  shocking 
murders  ;  and,  in  short,  to  the  abolishion  of  all  discipline  and 
every  attention  to  the  concerns  of  Government.     This  spirit  for 
trade,  and,  I  may  say,  this  trade  with  spirits  (for  it  is  that  article 
only  that  I  find  fault  with),  has  been  carried  so  far  that,  altho'  it 
originated  with  those  whose  situations  gave  them  respectability  iti  origin. 
ami  influence,  it  has  descended  to  all  the  inferior  appointments, 
80  that  the  duty  of  their  respective  offices  seem'd  to  have  become 
a  secondary  attention.     From  these  few  circumstances  your  Gra<?e 
will  be  able  to  judge  how  difficult  my 'task  is ;  yet,  be  assur'd,  my 
Lord,  that,  having  entered  upon  it,  thro'  it  I  will  go,  nor  shall  any 
difficulty  whatever  arrest  my  progress  ;  nor  do  I  dispair  of  being  yn  oes- 
able  to  re-istabUsh  that  order,  discipline,  and  regularity  on  which  p^randum. 
oar  prosperity  as  a  colony  must  depend,  for  that  it  will  prosper 
there  is  not,  with  me,  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  but  order  in  this  is, 
perhapfl,  more  essential  to  its  existence  than  in  any  other  society 
yet  established. 

Were  I,  my  Lord,  to  enumerate  all  the  observations  which  have 
fallen  under  my  notice  since  I  arrived  here,  the  various  schemes 
of  various  projectors  for  the  purpose  of  inriching  themselves  at  M«Kwi«ry 
the  expence,  but  too  often  of  ruin  to  the  thoughtless  and  profii-  "^  *>^"* 
gate  settler,  <fec.,  it  wou'd  take  up  more  time  than  I  have  at  present 
to  spare,  and  much  more  than  your  Grace  can  have  to  bestow 
on  the  pemsaL  Our  settlers,  my  Lord,  have  been  ill-chosen,  as  I 
liave  formerly  said  ;  many  of  them  are  very  bad  characters. 

Had  those  gentlemen  who  have  been  allowed  considerable  farms 
been  contented  with  the  advantages  produced  by  those  farms  and 
th^  own  exertions  upon  them,  they  wou'd  have  been  handsomely  The  hute  to 
recompensed  for  their  industry,  particularly  when  it  is  considered  ***  '**** 
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1796      that  their  principal  laborers  were  fed  and  cloathed  at  the  expence 

12  Nov.     ^^  Government,  and  that  they  had  no  wages  to  pay,  but  for 

such  additional  assistance  as  they  chose  to  hire:  had  they  done 

this,  and  as  every  officer  ought  to,  have  some  wish  for  the  pros* 

perity  of  his  Majesty's  concerns,  we  should  not  then  have  had 

so  many  wretched  settlers  continually  soliciting  the  aid  of  Govern* 

ment  to  save  them  and  their  familys  from  want ;  instead  of  that 

we  should   have  seen  many  easy  and  independant;  but  such 

appears  to  have  been  thought  too  slow  a  method  of  making  money. 

offleen'        When  we  reflect  on  the  various  advantages  which  many  of  the 

privUcgea.     military  officers  have  had — advantages  which  I  have  not  shewn 

any  desire  or  intention  to  wrest  from  them — we  cannot  help 

expressing  the   strongest  astonishment  that  they  shou'd  have 

ever  thought  of  condescending  to  enter  into  trade  of  any  kind, 

except  that  of  disposing  of,  to  Government,  the  produce  of  their 

agricultural  labors.     I  found   that  the  late  Lt.-Govemor  had 

Land  grants  made  it  a'  rule  to  grant  to  every  private  soldier  under  his  com'd 

Boidieref*     25  acres  of  land  wherever  he  chose  to  have  it.     Those  who  were 

at  Norfolk  Island  when  this  order  took  place,  upon  their  return 

hither  applied  to  me  for  the  same  indulgence,  which  I  thought 

proper  to  comply  with,  unwilling  to  break  thro'  a  regulation 

established  by  their  own  commanding  officer.     Those  farms  cou'd 

not,  as  expressed  in  the  grant,  be  occupied  and  cultivated  by  the 

proprietor,  who  in  this  case  had  other  duty  to  do ;  this,  of  course, 

sold  to  their  was  Understood;  they  therefore  sold  them,  and  most  of  them  were 

officers.        purchas'd  by  their  own  officers,  some  of  whom  have  by  this  means 

considerable  tracts,  and  had  they  no  other  advantages  might  be 

considered  extrem'ly  well  pi*6vided  for. 

I  am  not  disposed,  my  Lord,  to  be  pointed  or  personal,  where  it 

can  be  avoided,  in  the  observations  which  I  feel  it  necessary  to 

trouble  your  Grace  with.     But  without  claiming  merit  to  myself 

SrbwMice  ^^^  ^7  forbearance,  I  may  venture  to  say  that  few  men  in  my 

'  situation  wou'd  have  had  so  much. 

I  am  no  stranger,  my  Lord,  in  the  profession.     I  have  served  his 

Majesty  in  [it]  for  forty-two  years  constantly  and  actively.     I  have 

the  honour  of  being  known  to  many  of  the  highest  and  most 

respectable  characters  amongst  its  officers.     I  need  not,  therefore. 

His  attitude  speak  of  my  own  natural  disposition ;  but  after  the  attention 

^^  *^®  shewn  by  me  to  the  different  officers,  civil  and  military,  since  my 

arrival — an  attention  mark'd  from  the  beginning  by  every  proof 

I  cou'd  give  of  my  having  the  most  perfect  confidence  in  each 

individual  in  their  respective  situations — after  such  assurances  of 

a  disposition  to  make  them  as  happy  as  possible — to  find  that, 

instead  of  receiving  that  assistance  which  it  was  the  duty  of  every 

officer  to  give,  every  means  waspractis'd  to  frustrate  the  endeavours 

They  thwart  I  gg,^  j^  necessary  to  use  for  correcting  various  tricks,  and  to  remo^^ 

customs  which  had  been  too  long  established,  and  for  want  of 
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timeljr  attention  considered  as  licensed.     Continually  thwarted  and      1796 
worthless  characters  encourag'd  almost  into  a  state  of  resistance     12  Nov. 
by  those  whose  schemes  might  have  been  in  some  degree  eflected 
by  the  changes  I  was  about  to  make,  and  which  in  few  words  may  Beforma- 
be  said  to  be  ardor  and  regularity  for  ean/tuion  and  licentiousness.  mSmare*, 

It  will  not  surprise  that  I  saw  it  necessary  to  withdraw  that 
confidence,  and  to  trust  chiefly  to  my  own  judgement  and  obser- 
vation, in  doing  which  I  soon  observed  that  the  only  assistants  I 
had  were  so  frequently  and  individually  attacked  in  the  line  of 
their  duty  as  civil  magistrates  that  were  they  directed  to  state 
their  particular  cases,*  it  would  then  appear  what  I  have  had  to 
contend  with  in  support  of  that  order  and  civil  government  which  DUHctiity  or 
it  is  my  duty  to  protect,  and  which  being  my  duty  shall  not  be  SJbr**"*"*^ 
insulted  whilst  I  can  give  it  support. 

I  should  have  mentioned,  before  I  had  gone  thus  far,  that  after 
the  departure  of  Govr.  Phillip  from  this  colony  a  general  change  Cbuunfrom 
took  place,  all  his  plans  and  regulations  were  completely  laid  aside,  ^itary  * 
the  civil  magistrate  was  superceded  intirely,  and  all  the  dutys  regime, 
respecting  the  distribution  of  justice  and  every  other  concern  of 
that  office  was  taken  into  the  hands  of  the  military  (a  more  prompt 
method  probably,  but  subject  to  the  effects  of  prejudice  and  caprice, 
consequently  to  injustice).     Upon  my  arrival  I  considered  this  plan 
as  inconsistant  with  the  intentions  of  his  Majesty  and  of  the  British 
Parliament,  and  by  no  means  agreable  to  the  laws  established  for 
our  Government  here.    I  therefore  reinstated  the  civil  magistrate  Reinauting 
in  his  proper  office,  and  directed  the  Judge- Advocate  to  attend  to  ^btiutes. 
the  dutys  of  his  department  relative  to  the  distribution  of  justice. 
Those  changes  I  had  soon  reason  to  observe  were  not  well  relish'd 
by  those  of  the  military  whose  power  and  influence  over  the  civil 
concerns  of  the  colony  had  been  reduced  by  this  measure.    I,  at  the 
same  time,  believe  it  was  well  receiv'd  by  others  of  the  same  pro- 
fession who  had  no  private  end  to  answer  by  the  continuance  of 
a  system  not  in  our  situation  strictly  legal,  nor  were  ambitious 
of  having  the  trouble  of  a  duty  which  they  considered  as  the  concern 
of  a  diffierent  and  distinct  department.     Since  that  time  frequent 
indirect  and  some  direct  attempts  have  been  made  to  annoy  the  Attempts  to 
civil  officers  officiating  as  magistrates,  with  a  view  to  the  lessening  dS^nlge 
that  respect  and  influence  over  the  minds  of  the  lower  orders  of  ^JLigt^tc*  • 
the  people  so  highly  necessary  in  our  situation.      For  these  shame- 
full  and  unpardonable  purposes  the  most  improper  means  which  a 
mischieviously  fertile  imagination,  a  malicious,^restless,  and  vindic- 
tive disposition  cou'd  invent,  or  cou'd  collect  in  the  most  improper 
way,  and  thro'  the  most  uncertain  channels,  have  been  us'd  ;  but 
I  trust  without  that  eflect  which  was  designed  and  expected. 

The  dutys  of  the  civil  magistrate  in  this  country,  and  more  their 
particularly  in  our  present  state,  is  most  arduous,  independant  of  duties, 
the  common  dutys  annex'd  to  the  office  which  this  officer  may 

*  Footnote  to  original  by  Governor  Hunter,  ^  Wlilch  I  much  wish  they  may." 
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fill,  it  is  therefore  not  desireable  to  be  so  employ'd ;  but  I  most  ny 
in  justice  to  those  gentlemen  who  officiate,  that  the  office  has 
been  executed  without  reluctance,  with  much  sseal  and  spirit.  I 
feel  therefore,  my  Lord,  as  the  chief  magistrate,  the  more  par- 
ticularly offended  at  every  attempt  which  has  been  made  for 
thwarting  them  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  because  I  consider  it 
as  a  direct  attempt  to  overthrow,  or  render  ineffectual,  the  civil 
power  of  the  colony,  and  to  continue  that  disorder,  confusion,  and 
disobedience  which  I  am  with  the  help  of  the  civil  magistrate 
endeavouring  to  correct,  and  bring  back  to  what  it  once  was, 
what  I  well  remmember  it  to  have  been,  and  what  it  ought 
to  be  for  the  happiness  of  society  and  the  general  advantage  of 
the  settlem't. 

Unwilling  as  I  am  to  trespass  on  your  Grace's  time,  it  may  yet 
be  proper  that  I  shou'd  point  out  one  instance  of  the  inoonve- 
nience  I  have,  and  the  service  has  suffer'd,  by  an  c^cions  and 
industrious  disposition  to  embarrass  the  civil  power. 

Soon  after  the  departure  of  the  Judge-Advocate,  or  rather  at 
the  time  he  had  quitted  his  office  and  was  embarked,  and  another 
gentleman  residing  here  had  been  some  time  nam'd  by  his 
Maj'y's  authority  to  officiate,  I  was  on  the  day  on  which  I  was 
going  to  announce  him  in  Public  Orders  as  doing  the  duty  of 
J. -Advocate  deprived  of  his  immediate  assistance  by  an  officer  in 
the  New  South  Wales  Corps  having  written  to  me  and  desiring 
to  institute  a  criminal  prosecution  against  this  gentleman  for  a 
libel.  This  is  the  same  officer*  who  has  taken  the  liberty  of 
corresponding  with  your  Grace  upon  the  public  concerns  of  this 
colony,  without  consulting  the  Governor  upon  the  subject  of  that 
correspondance,  and  of  which  I  had  just  time  to  write  your  Grace 
by  the  Britannia.  And  as  I  must  repeat  my  complaint  upon 
that  occasion,  I  trust  your  Grace  will  take  such  notice  of  it  as  it 
may  seem  to  demand.  I  confess,  my  Lord,  I  view  it  in  a  serious 
light  as  a  public  concern,  and  as  an  immediate,  altho'  indirect, 
attack  upon  the  authority  of  the  Grovemor,  which  I  cannot  suffer 
to  pass  without  proper  representation ;  had  it  been  of  a  private 
nature  your  Grace  wou'd  not  have  been  troubled  upon  it.  (I  beg 
pardon,  my  Lord,  for  this  digression.) 

The  design  of  this  prosecution  of  the  intended  Judge- Advocate 
is  too  apparent  not  to  be  immediately  seen  thro\  Your  Grace 
will  discover  that  no  Court,  civil  or  criminal,  can  lie  held  without 
such  an  officer  at  its  head.  This  attempt  is  therefore  in  my  opinion 
intended  to  deprive  the  service  of  the  assistance  of  the  man,  who 
it  is  well,  and  has  been  long,  known  was  nam'd  by  his  Majesty's 
authority  to  do  that  duty  during  the  absence  of  the  Judge- 
Advocate,  and  thereby  to  embarrass  the  civil  power.  This  gen- 
tleman had  long  officiated  as  a  magistrate  to  my  great  assist- 
ance and  satisfaction.     He  had  also  done  the  duty  of  that  civil 

*  John  Hacarttaiir. 
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oifioe  which  this  very  officer  had  resign'd  (the  Inspector  of  Public       1796 
Works),  and  had  executed  these  offices  without  the  smallest  aocu-     12  Nov. 
sation  against  him  but  such  as  this  officer  thought  proper  to  lay  .^^^ 
to  his  charge,  and  which  had  been  replied  to  bj  the  other,  and  intpeocorof 
fully  and  clearly  refuted  to  my  satisfaction.  ^m^ka. 

This  prosecution  now  demanded  originated  in  this  person 
against  whom  it  was  designed  having  found  himself  unjustly 
attacked  and  accns'd  of  crimes  of  a  heinous  nature,  partly 
grounded  upon  what  he  had  been  able  to  collect  from  sonte  Evidence 
worthless  and  too  often  peijur'd  convicts,  who  are  seldom  known  ^Si. 
to  be  partial  to  a  strict  magistrate,  and  who  it  Appear'd  upon  a 
subsequent  examination  had  been  tampered  with.  This  gentle- 
man had  written  a  very  severe  letter*  to  the  above  officer,  in  which 
be  retaliat's  all  the  ill-nature  and  invective  of  his  accuser,  and  in 
his  turn  accuses  him  of  the  most  improper  conduct,  and  such  as 
no  man  konor'd  with  the  King's  Commission  cou'd  be  supposed 
capable.  When  I  received  information  of  this  letter  I  was  ex-  HU  letter  to 
tremly  displeas'd,  and  condemned  such  a  conduct  in  the  most  ^'•**'**»'"'- 
pointed  manner.  I  desir'd  to  know  his  reasons  for  acting  so  very 
improper  a  part,  and  which  he  must  have  known  was  disturbing 
the  peace  of  the  settlement.  He  replied  that  in  the  situation  he 
was  now  about  to  fill  (pro  tempore )i  he  knew  that  no  pains  wou'd 
be  spared  by  his  enemy  to  vex  and  distress  him  wherever  there 
might  be  the  smallest  opening  for  the  exercise  of  a  malicious  and 
vindictive  temper,  and  that  had  he  supposed  it  Vd  have  been  laid 
before  me  he  wou'd  have  acted  otherwise.  His  intention  he  said  was 
to  have  drawn  this  officer  out  to  a  private  and  personal  decision  of  ^  "JJ^^"^ 
this  difference  that  he  might  not  hereafter  be  troubled  by  him. 
Ahho'  I  was  much  displeas'd  with  this  gentleman's  conduct  in 
this  instance,  I  cou'd  not  besnrpris'd  when  I  look'd  back  upon  the 
provocation,  the  particulars  of  which  I  understand  may  come  to 
your  Grace's  knowledge  thro'  some  other  channeL| 

Such  a  prosecution  as  that  now  desir'd  cannot  in  our  present 
situation  take  place.     It  wou'd  require  the  professional  ability  of  CompoettioD 
an  expert  lawyer  to  preside  where  our  Criminal  Courts  are  com-  crimtiuJ 
pos'd  frequently  of  young  and  sometimes  not  very  well-inform'd  ^"^ 
officers  of  the  Navy  and  Army.    And  altho'  the  officer  desiring  to 
prosecute  must  be  sensible  of  the  impossibility,  as  well  as  incon- 
venience to  the  public  service  were  it  possible,  he  has  pressed  it 
as  far  as  he  can ;  but  he  cannot  be  gratified,  however  much  I  am 
desirious  the  law  ahou'd  decide  on  the  case.     The  other  party  had 
formerly  made  a  similar  application  for  redress  by  law,  but  being 
mf orm'd  by  the  Judge-Advocate,  who  was  then  in  the  country,  that 
to  grant  his  request  at  that  time  wou'd  very  much  retard  the 

*  Afkhit  to  Vecaifhiir,  anle,  p.  126. 

t  AtUns  iB«efy  petfomied  the  duties  of  Jodm-Advoeete  pendliig  theenrlval  of  Mr.  Dofe. 

t  Ante,  pp.  119-129.    Maotfthur  forwarded  the  comspondenoe  to  Lient-OolODel  Qnm, 
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sen-ice  we  were  then  engaged  in,  he  most  readily  gave  it  up  untill 
some  more  favourable  opportunity  might  offer. 

After  having  enter'd  so  far  into  the  unpleasant  part  of  our 
concerns,  which  I  probably  might  not  have  done  quite  so  soon 
had  not  the  restless  and  troublesome  dispositions  of  those  who 
are  contriving  by  all  the  indirect  means  they  can  invent  to  thwart 
the  civil  power,  and  to  disturb  the  peace  and  order  of  the  colony 
rendered  it  no  longer  either  possible  or  proper  to  delay  it,  they 
work  by  means  and  by  instruments  thro*  which  it  is  difficult  to 
bring  the  principals  into  the  foreground ;  oou'd  that  be  done  by 
legal  proofs  we  should  be  at  no  loss  how  to  act.  Altho',  my  Lord, 
I  am  no  advocate  for  any  individual  at  such  a  distance  from  the 
mother  country  being  possessed  of  such  discretional  power  as  if  in 
bad  hands  might  be  exercis'd  to  the  oppression  of  others,  I  yet 
think  that  in  consequence  of  our  great  distance  from  home  some 
means  might  be  suggested  for  removing  from  the  colony  such 
people  AS  are  found  fond  of  disturbing  the  peace  and  order  of  the 
settlement,  and  the  harmony  of  private  society. 

I  have  at  this  moment  an  information  upon  oath  before  me  of  a 
very  serious  nature,  and  in  which  those  turbulent  and  worthless 
cl^aracters  caU'd  Irish  Defenders*  are  concerned;  they  have  threat- 
ened resistance  to  all  orders,  but  they  have  not  yet  carried  far 
their  threats ;  a  few  of  them  have  been  punish'd.f  I  am  unwilling 
to  lay  much  stress  upon  the  above  deposition,!  altho'  a  voluntary 
one.  It  mentions  those  people  having  had  the  advice  and  opinion 
of  some  whose  situation  inclines  me  to  doubt  the  fact,  but  I  will 
watch  narrowly.  Seditious  people  might  do  much  mischief  with 
such  instruments  to  work  by.  The  grievances  of  those  Irishmen 
are  "  that  we  have  not  the  time  of  their  conviction  and  sentence," 
which  is  certainly  hard  upon  them,  and  should  be  remedied,  as 
they  may  otherwise  be  kept  longer  than  is  just  in  servitude. 

For  an  account  of  our  endeavours  to  restore  order  and  regu- 
larity, and  a  proper  attention  to  Public  Orders,  I  refer  your  Grace 
to  my  letter  No.  22,§  transmitted  herewith.        I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  12th  Nov.,  1796. 

Having  considered  it  necessary,  from  a  variety  of  causes,  to 
enter  at  some  length] |  into  the  unpleasant  part  of  our  circumstances 

*  When  the  Insurrection  Act  was  passed  by  the  Irish  Parliament  (bj  whidi  ooospinbcy 
was  declared  to  be  a  felony)  hundreds  of  the  more  turbulent  and  ignorant  of  the  IiiA 
peasantry  were  transported  for  participation  in  the  feuds  that  rent  Ireland  durinsr  the  dosing 
years  of  the  Eighteenth  Century.  As  convicts  they  were  hardly  to  be  expected  to  show  a  less 
reckless  deflanoe  of 'bonstituted  authority  than  they  had  evinced  as  propagandists.  Many  of 
them  escaped,  to  die  in  the  bush  rather  than  live  in  servitude. 

t  It  was  in  consequence  of  the  threats  of  the  Irish  Defenders  to  resist  the  authorilr  of  the 
Crown  that  Hunter  issued  the  Oovernment  and  General  Order  of  the  S9th  Octoberri796.— 
Ante,  p.  164.  t  The  deposition  referred  to  has  not  been  preserved. 

f  Tlrnt  Is  the  letter  of  same  date— 12th  November— which  follows,  ppu  174-179,  poet. 

I  Ante,  p.  lee  et»eq.  .  ft-  i  f~» 
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in  a  separate  letter,  which  your  Grace  will  receive  herewith,  I  think  17«6 
it  equally  necessary  that  you  shou'd  be  informed  of  the  steps  which  ^2  Nor. 
I  am  taking  to  get  the  better  of  these  inconveniences,  and  to  bring 
back  to  some  kind  of  order  and  regularity,  and  to  a  more  ready 
obedience  to  Public  Orders,  the  turbulent  and  refractory  set  of 
people  I  have  here  to  manage ;  for  this  purpose,  and  that  your 
Grace  may  be  enabled  to  form  some  opinion  of  what  I  have  had 
to  do  since  I  landed  here,  and  what  I  am  now  attempting  for  the 
general  good,  I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  all  the  Public  Orders* 
which  have  been  issued  by  me  since  my  arrival,  and  which  I  con- 
ceive may  be  necessary  for  enabling  your  Grace  to  form  a  judge- 
ment of  the  different  objects  I  have  had  in  view. 

I  have  intimated,  in  the  separate  letter  above  mentioned,  that  SfeJ,?*' 
I  have  had  reason  to  suspect  some  seditious  and  ill-dispos'd  per- 
sons had  been  tampering  with  the  refractory  people  alluded  to  in 
my  Public  Orders  of  the  1 5th,  25th,  and  29th  October  last,  t  in  order 
to  encourage  them  to  a  resistance  of  those  Orders,  by  which  it  will 
appear  that  many  of  them — who  had  been  too  long  permitted  to 
impose  upon  Government,  and  had  been  working  for  private  indi- 
viduals, whilst  the  concerns  of  the  public  were  standing  still — 
were  call'd  in  to  perform  that  service  which,  as  a  public  concern, 
cou'd  not  be  dispensed  with.  I  have  now  to  inform  your  Grace 
that  with  the  few  laborers  we  have  been  able  to  collect  thro'  these 
means,  and  such  artificers  as  we  can  hire,  we  are  now  erecting,  in 
each  of  the  towns  of  Sydney  and  Parramatta,  a  strong  log  prison,  hog  prbona. 
for  the  security  of  turbulent  and  disobedient  persons.  J  These  are 
works  which  have  been  wanted  from  the  beginning,  but  on  account 
of  the  relax'd  discipline  which  private  speculation  and  traffic  has 
occasion'd,  is  more  so  now  than  it  ever  was,  more  particularly  since 
it  has  been  found  necessary  to  send  to  this  country  such  horrid 
characters  as  the  people  call'd  Irish  Defenders,  who,  I  confess,  my 
Lord,  I  wish  had  been  either  sent  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  some 
place  as  fit  for  them. 

We  are  also  erecting  upon  the  high  ground  over  Sydney  a  strong 
substantial  and  well-built  windmill  §  with  a  stone  tower,  which  will  A  windmill, 
last  for  two  hundred  years,  and  we  are  preparing  materials  for 
another  such  at  Parramatta.    These  two  mills,  when  finished,  will 
occasion  a  saving  considerable  by  issuing  flour  instead  of  grain. 

The  brick  buildings,  barracks,  storehouses,  and  officers'  dwell- 
ing-houses have  been  some  time  past  in  a  state  of  rapid  decay  and 
crumbling  to  ruins ;  to  rebuild  such  another  set  would  be  attended 

*  These  Orden  are  published  in  their  proper  place  in  order  of  date. 

t  Ante,  pp.  144, 163, 164, 165. 

X  The  log  piifeons  were  erected  with  material  supplied  by  the  free  population  of  the  settle- 
ment.—Ante,  p.  139.  The  pritfOD  at  Sydney  was  eighty  feet  long,  and  contained  twenty-two 
ceUs ;  ft  was  completed  in  June,  1797.— Collins,  vol.  U,  p.  41.  It  was  burnt  down  on  the 
nigfat  of  Uth  February,  1790. 

f  The  windmiU  was  completed  in  February,  1797.  It  was  capable  of  grloding  a  bushel  of 
wheat  in  ten  minutes  —Collins,  vol.  ii,  p.  EL 
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with  great  expence.  This  decay  has  been  occasion'd  by  ihe  want 
of  lime  or  proper  oement  in  the  beginning.  We  have  now  a  gang 
of  people  employed  collecting  seaHBhells,  which  we  find  all  round 
.  the  harbonr  in  considerable  quantitys ;  these  we  burn  to  lime, 
and  are  repairing  and  complet'ly  covering  all  the  brick  bnild'gs, 
so  as  to  ensure  their  lasting  at  least  twenty  years  to  oome ;  this 
work  I  expect  will  be  nearly  finkh'd  by  the  end  of  this  year. 

To  prevent  as  far  as  it  is  possible  the  repeated  robberys  which 
are  so  continually  committing  amongst  us,  I  am  now  arranging 
the  inhabitants  of  this  town  of  Sydney,  which  is  a  mere  sink  of 
every  species  of  infamy,  into  divisions,  and  shall  have  the  different 
houses  numbered  and  a  register  kept  of  the  people  inhabiting 
each."^  We  shall  have  watchmen  chosen  from  amongst  the  inhabit- 
ants to  guard  during  the  night  their  respective  divisions,  and  a 
constable  will  also  be  chosen  who  shall  have  proper  instructionfi. 
This  regulation  I  propose  shall  take  place  in  every  district  of  the 
colony.  We  have  also  numbered  and  registered  our  boats,  whioh 
are  many  and  are  necessary,  but  even  amongst  them  robberys 
have  been  committed,  f 

Our  goals,  my  Lord,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are  at  this  time  quite 
full,  many  for  robberys,  a  number  for  different  and  shocking 
murders,  and  some  for  plundering  the  pubUc  provision  stores.  J  I 
am  concem'd  to  add  that  with  tJbe  latter  it  appears  some  of  the 
sentinals  on  duty  have  been  concerned,  the  very  men  who  have 
the  care  of  our  most  valuable  stores.  I  must  do  justice  to  their 
present  commanding  officer  in  saying  that  he  is  strict^  and  will 
not  easily  pass  over  such  a  breach  of  orders  and  of  discipline.  I 
shall  in  a  short  time  convene  a  Criminal  Court  for  the  trial  of 
those  offenders.  I  trust,  my  Lord,  that  before  another  year  shall 
elapse  we  shall  have  such  regulations  established  over  this  settle- 
ment as  may  render  the  task  of  commanding  here  less  difficult  to 
those  who  may  follow  than  I  have  found  it,  and  am  hopefull, 
however  we  may  differ,  that  it  may  not  be  consider'd  necessary  to 
abolish  every  regulation  which  I  cun  endeavouring  to  establish, 
but  only  to  amend  and  make  them  more  perfect. 

Were  *I  to  omit,  whilst  on  this  subject,  to  acknowledge  my 
obligation  to  Captain  Geo.  Johnston,  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Corps,  formerly  of  the  marines,  an  old  and  kind  acquaintance, 
and  to  Mr.  Wm.  Balmain,  the  principal  surgeon,  for  their  indi- 
fatiguable  exertions  in  forwarding  my  best  endeavours  to  bring 
out  of  a  mass  of  confusion  some  kind  of  order,  I  shou'd  be 
unjust;  those  gentlemen  saw  the  difficulty  I  labored  under  for 

*  Ante,  p.  165  and  note.  f  Ante,  p.  60. 

t  This  statement  of  Qoveraot  Hantor  eomparas  strangely  with  PhiUip's  —smiion.  made 
shortly  hefors  he  loft  the  colony,  that  he  oonld  "  reoolleet  ywy  few  crimes  during  the  last 
three  yean  bat  what  have  been  oommitted  to  procure  the  ncecesarico  of  life."— VoL  i,  part  2, 
p.  645.  It  must,  however,  be  remembered  that  the  drcumstanoes  of  the  colony  had  altered 
very  much  when  Hmiter  wrote  the  abo^e  despatch,  and  that  the  oonviots  who  bad  arrived 
in  the  interval  were  a  more  turbulent^  if  not  a  more  criminal  o* 
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want  of  that  assistance  so  highly  necessary  in  our  situation,  and       ^796 
came  forward  like  good  officers  and  offered  me  theirs.     I  appointed     12  Nov. 
Capt.  Johnston  my  aide-de-camp.     Mr.  Bahnain-is  an  active  and 
spirited  magistrate,  but  his  assistance  to  me  is  not  confin'd  to  that 
duty  only. 

Our  present  crops  promise  an  abundant  harvest,  which  will  begin  The  crop^. . 
about  three  weeks  hence. 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  storeship,  by  which  I  forward  this,  arriv'd 
here  the  2d  instant.  We  are  now  unloading  her.  She  parted  com- 
pany with  the  other  storeship,  Sylph,  off  the  Cape  De  Yerd  Islands ; 
we  look  daily  for  her  arrivsd.* 

Your  Grace  will,  I  doubt  not,  after  considering  the  public  works  Pubiio 
in  hand  and  the  many  yet  wanting,  together  with  our  deficiency  ^o"^*^*- 
of  strength,  see  the  impossibility  of  my  attempting  anything  in 
agriculture  at  present  on  the  part  of  the  public. 

I  have  reason  to  hope  that  your  Grace  will  not  condemn  me  for 
the  liberty  I  take  in  observing  that  the  duty  of  Capt  Johnston, 
as  my  aide-de-camp,  is  now  very  great,  and  requires  much  activity. 
As  I  am  uncertain  whether  anything  can  be  allow 'd  him  for  that  extra  a  deserving 
duty,  I  hope  I  may  be  excused  for  taking  the  liberty  to  recommend  °®^' 
to  your  Grace  his  son  (George  Johnston)  for  an  eusigncy  in  the  N.B. 
Wales  Corps.  He  is  young,  but  well-grown,  and  his  father  is  capable 
of  making  him  a  good  soldier.     He  is  at  present  with  him. 

Allow  me  to  say,  my  Lord,  that  we  labour  under  vast  incon- 
venience for  want  of  every  kind  of  tools,  and  we  are  getting  very  Tools, 
deficient  in  slop  cloathing. 

I  trust  from  what  I  have  said  your  Grace  will  be  satisfied  that 
very  few  steps  which  can  under  our  present  circumstances  be  taken 
for  the  public  good  have  escap'd  my  attention.  To  know  that  such 
is  your  Grace's  opinion  will  be  highly  gratifying  to 

Yours,  <fec., 
Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  King. 
Dear  Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  Uth  Novr.,  1796.         i4Nov. 

As  you  wiU,  I  trust,  have  seen  both  Capt.  David  Collins,  Officers 
our  Judge- Advocate,  and  Mr.  Palmer,  our  Commissary,  before  you  SigSLdf 
can  receive  this,  I  am  hopefull  you  may  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  learning  much  of  our  concerns  from  them.  It  is  my  wish  that 
they  may  have  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  you,  as  you  will 
gain  much  information  from  them.  You  can  have  no  conception 
of  my  situation  at  the  time  they  left  me ;  I  am  therefore  the  more 
desirious  you  shou'd  learn  it  from  them,  and  am  unwilling  to  enter 
any  farther  into  it  at  present  than  I  have  in  my  separate  letter  to 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  transmitted  by  those  gentlemen. 
You  will  know  from  the  above  two  officers  of  what  and  of  whom 

*  The  Sylph  arrived  on  17th  November,  1797. 
VOL.  Ill — M 
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I  complain.  I  hope  his  Grace  may  have  time  to  take  thai  notice 
of  my  complaint  which  I  conceive,  cts  a  public  concemy  it  merita; 
had  it  been  a  private  one  it  wou'd  not  have  been  sent  home,  and  I 
confess  it  would  have  been  more  agreeable  to  my  feelings  had  it 
been  of  that  kind.  You  can  have  but  little  idea  what  mischiefs 
and  embarrassment^  vain,  restless,  and  designing  people  may  occa- 
sion in  a  country  peopled  with  such  characters  as  we  have  here.  I 
earnestly  wish  Government  wou'd  direct  that  such  disturbers  of 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  a  distant  country  like  this  m%ht  be 
sent  out  of  it.  No  difficulty  whatever  shall  arrest  my  endeav'rs 
to  bring  into  order  the  concerns  of  this  colony.  I  have  enter'd 
upon  it,  and  I  will,  if  I  live,  bring  it  about,  however  it  may  effect 
the  private  concerns  of  private  individuals,  for  that  is  the  rub. 
You  will  be  told  in  England  that  a  fortune  of  eight  or  more 
thousand  pounds  have  been  made  here  in  five  years.  A  question 
naturally  arises  out  of  that  information — How  is  it  possible)  Those 
who  are  aquaint'd  with  the  traffic  which  has  been  carried  on  here 
will  be  best  able  to  inform  you,  for  I  really  cannot.  It  is  the 
various  r^ulations  which  I  have  been  attempting  since  I  have 
been  here  to  establish  order  that  stands  in  the  way  of  this  dis- 
tructive  traffic,  and  which  will  bring  about  as  many  impertinent 
opinions  relative  to  the  colony  for  the  Duke  of  Portland's  consid- 
eration as  there  are  different  schemers  and  traders  in  the  country.* 
I  heartily  wish  it  were  possible  to  knock  it  intirely  up,  or  establish 
some  regulations  for  its  limitation. 

The  General  Orders  which  have  been  issued  by  me  since  my 
arrival  I  send  by  this  opportunity  that  it  might  be  seen  from 
those  occasional  Orders  what  have  been  the  objects  I  have  had  in 
view.  I  cou'd  have  freely  forgiven  any  article  of  trade  which 
was  in  itself  harmless ;  but  money  was  not  made  so  rapidly  by 
any  as  spirits,  and  that  article  has  completely  ruined  many  who 
might  have  done  well.  This  has  thrown  many  familys  back  upon 
Government  who  might  have  continued  independant.  To  save 
those  people  from  ruin  is  to  effect  the  trade  of  others,  and  conse- 
quently if  a  Gov'r  here  means  to  make  popularity  his  great  object 
— I  mean  amongst  the  traders — he  must  not  bestow  a  thought 
upon  the  public  concerns,  but  shew  a  disposition  to  fall  in  with 
all  their  plans,  to  allow  them  to  take  out  of  the  public  store  what- 
ever they  want,  and  to  employ  as  many  of  the  servants  of  the 
public  as  they  wish,  and  to  feed  and  cloath  them  at  Gov's  expence. 
Such  a  man  wou'd  be  admir'd  here,  and  all  his  endeavours 
falling  in  with  their  wishes  wou'd  be  prais'd.  You  cannot,  sir, 
have  any  idea  of  the  immense  expence  of  public  stores.  Before 
the  time  of  my  arrival  every  military  man,  even  the  private 
soldier,  cou'd  have  what  he  pleas'd — whole  casks  of  nails  at  a  time 

*  Hunter  is  evidentlj*  referring  to  his  disagreement  with  Haoarthur  and  the  letter  that 
officer  fon^-arded  to  the  Duke  oC  Portland.— Ante,  pp.  181-136L 
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taken  out  for  private  use.     Do  take  the  trouble  to  ask  Mr.  Palmer      17M 

on  tibis  subject.     I  believe  he  wiU  tell  you  that  he  dar'd  not  refuse     X4  Nor. 

whatever  was  order'd  by  any  military  man.     This  I  put  an  im- 

mediat  stop  to,  well  knowing  the  prodigious  expence  of  those 

stores;  and  the  schemes  of  some  were  much  effected  by  those 

orders  which  I  judg'd  it  necessary  to  give  the  Commissary.     On  R«fen  ta 

this  subject  I  could  say  much  ;  but  I  trust  whatever  information  oonftrm.^ 

you  may  desire  from  Mr.  Palmer  or  Collins  will  be  given  you.     I  •^"• 

hope,  too,  it  may  be  candid  ;  they  can  say  much  if  they  will  speak  i 

out.     I  will  therefore  trouble  you  no  farther  at  present  than  to  | 

assure  you  that  I  am,  with  much  esteem,  &c., 

Jno.  HxniTBR.  I 

Allow  me  to  add  here  what  I  shall  be  oblig'd  to  trouble  his  ! 

Grace  with  soon,  viz.,  my  allowance  for  stationary  is  too  small;*  sutionery. 
£bO,  instead  of  £20,  will  not  save  my  expences.     So  many  appli-  | 

cations  from  inferior  departments. 

P.S. — ^You  will  also  have  seen  Lt.-Govr.  King,  whose  very  ill- 
health  has  obliged  him  to  quit  Norfolk  Island,  to  my  very  great 

concern.  

Governor  Hunter  to  Under  Secretart  Kino. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  14th  Nov.,  1796. 

Having  occasion  to  write  by  this  opportunity  pretty  f ally  Minor 
to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  on  some  part  of  the  concerns  ^q^' 
of  this  colony,  I  have  been  unwilling  by  addressing  this  to  his 
Grace  to  occupy  more  of  his  time  than  circiimstances  might  render 
necessary  ;  you  will  therefore  have  the  trouble  of  attending  to  the 
subject  of  this  letter.  You  will,  no  doubt,  see  the  contents  of  my 
different  letters,  and  I  hope  may  have  time  to  consider  the  subjects 
of  them.  I  shall  therefore  only  mention  to  you  what  probably 
ought  to  have  been  written  to  his  Grace  but  from  an  opinion 
that  at  such  a  time  as  the  present  he  will  have  much  business  of 
more  im  mediat  importance  to  consider. 

We  are  getting  very  short  of  iron  and  steel,  having  long  been  iron  md 
oblig'd  to  manufacture  all  the  tools  which  we  have  had  occasion  for  ^^^* 
on  the  public  works,  and  we  are  extremely  dificient  in  every  kind 
of  impliment  either  for  agriculture  or  for  working  artificers.     We 
have  scarsely  as  many  nails  as  will  complete  the  buildings  we  are 
endeavouring  to  raise,  and  without  which  we  can  no  longer  remain 
without  the  most  material  injury  to  the  concerns  of  Government. 
We  are  nearly  destitute  of  cloathing,  either  for  old  or  young,  clothing 
Allow  me  here  to  observe  that  the  contract  for  shoes  has  been  •"**  **••' 
shamefully  supplied ;  a  pair  will  scarsely  last  a  laboring  man  for  a 
week.    The  sole  leather  sent  out  some  time  past  has  been  of  great 
service.     Permit  me,  sir,  to  request  that  you  will  use  your  best 

*Tbe  complaint  oonoembig  the  inadequate  supply  of  atationerr  it  repeated  on  subseqneDt 
oeeaaionaL-Poatt  pp.  280, 48S,  404.  Tbe aHofianoa was  incteaaed  to «dO  inNorenber,  17W.— 
Poet,p.73«. 
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1796      endeavours  to  have  us  supplied  as  early  as  possible,  and  to  tell  you, 

14  Nov.     ^or  the  information  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  that  if  we 

have  not  soon  some  addition  to  our  numbers  of  working  men  we 

shall  have  very  few  in  the  country  who  will  not,  from  their  terms 

of  transportation  being  expir'd,  be  perfectly  free. 

The  The  small  schooner  sent  out  some  years  ago  in  frame  grows  very 

^^°^/      infirm,  and  she  is  the  only  vessel  we  have  in  the  absence  of  the 

King's  ships  for  keeping  up  our  intercourse  with  Norfolk  Island. 

We  give  her  occasionally  such  repairs  as  she  may  require,  and  we 

have  the  power  of  applying,  but  she  is  too  small.     If  I  had  a 

sufficient  strength  in  carpenters,  I  wou'd  undertake  to  build  one  of 

70  or  80  tons  burthen,  which  I  think  would  be  highly  serviceable 

between  this  and  Norfolk  Island.  I  have,  ^., 

Jno.  Hunteb. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
18  Nov.         My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  18th  Nov.,  1796. 

Movements  T^®  8^^P  P^ince  of  Wales,  being  clear*d  of  her  cargo,  will 

t'  rta.  P*"^^®®^  upon  her  voyage  to  China  on  the  20bh.  Such  letters  as 
'*"'^  I  have  judg'd  it  necessary  to  write  at  this  time  for  your  Grace's 
information  will  go  by  that  conveyance ;  but  as  the  Sylph,  store- 
ship,  arrived  here  yesterday,  I  have  thought  it  proper  that  your 
Grace  should  receive  information  thereof  as  early  as  possible, 
and  also  to  acknowledge  the  honor  of  having  received  your  Grace's 
dispatches  by  that  ship. 

Your  observations,  my  Lord,  upon  the  dispatches  of  Captain 
Paterson,  of  March  and  June,  1795,*  I  paticularly  notice,  and  am 
hopefull  that  his  Majesty  will  receive  farther  satisfaction  from  the 
Projfresaof  accounts  transmitted  by  me  relative  to  the  progressive  improve- 
e  CO  ony.  jj^^j^^  q£  ^j^^  colony,  which  accounts  have  been  forwarded  by  the  ship 
Britannia.  Your  Grace  will  also  be  informed  by  those  dispatches 
the  various  circumstances  of  which  I  have  had  but  too  much  cause 
to  complain.  In  addition  to  those  accounts,  I  have  found  it  necessary 
to  detail  something  more  particularly — various  parts  of  those 
complaints,  and  the  causes  from  which  they  appeared  to  me  to 
have  originated — in  a  separate  letter,  which  will  go  by  the  present 
opportunity ;  I  shall  not,  therefore,  dwell  on  those  unpleasent 
reports  now. 

Your  Grace  observes  upon  a  letter  from  Lt.-Gov'r  King,  for- 
warded by  Captain  Paterson,  that,  notwithstanding  the  increase 
The  price  of  of  swine  upon  Norfolk  Island,  the  price  of  that  kind  of  provision 
Bw  nesfles  .  jg  ^^jj  ^^  j^-gj^  ^^  when  it  was  first  established,  and  that  was  at  a 
time  when  it  was  considerably  less  plenty.  This,  I  have  under- 
stood, my  Lord,  was  found  necessary  for  encouraging  the  rearing 
of  that  kind  of  hnimal  in  a  domestic  state.     Its  flesh,  when  taken 

*  Patenon's  despatchee  will  be  found  in  Vol.  ii,  pp.  285,  806,  and  812 ;  and  Portland  s 
obeerrations  thereon,  ante,  pp.  &0-62. 
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viJd  from  Phillip  Island,  being  neither  palatable  nor  wholesome,      1796 
and  is,  on  that  account,  oblig'd  to  be  confin'd  and  fed  upon  com  for     ig  ^or. 
four  or  five  months  before  kill'd.    The  settlers  have  found  that  the  qoSZT 
feeding  hogs  upon  com  turns  out  so  expensive  that  they  have  feeding 
hitherto  felt  themselves  unable  to  sell  it  at  a  less  price.  Your  Grace  '*^°^* 
will  allow  me  to  observe  that  untill  those  people  can  have  an  oppor- 
tnnity  of  purchasing  the  various  articles  of  European  production, 
which  they  are  so  often  in  want  of,  at  a  less  exorbitant  rate  than 
they  have  since  this  settlement  has  been  established,  they  can  ill 
afford  to  lower  the  price  of  such  articles  as  are  rais'd  by  their  own 
labor.    This,  my  Lord,  is  the  chief  cause  of  the  heavy  expence 
iDcurr'd  by  the  having  occasion  to  hire  artificers  or  labourers.    A 
store  establish'd  here  by  Crovemment,  or  by  some  person  authorised 
by  Gov't  to  retail  the  many  little  necessarys  wanted,  and  at  a 
moderate  profit,  wou'd  soon  reduce  the  price  of  what  we  raise  here. 

Permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  take  notice  of  your  Grace's  remark 
relative  to  the  disproportion  between  some  kinds  of  the  live  stock  Livestock 
raised  by  Government  and  that  of  private  individuals.     Unless 
your  Grace  adverts  to  the  numbers  which  are  given  to  settlers 
agreable  to  promise  a  fair  conclusion  cannot  be  drawn,  because,  in 
the  returns  sent  home,    none  are  mentioned   but  those  imme- 
diatlyin  our  possession;  and,  at  same  time,  to  assure  you,  my 
Lord,  that  the  private  stock   of  individuals  will   generally  be  ^^  ^^ 
better  taken  care  of  than  that  of  the  public,  because  their  respec-  indlviduaia 
ti?e  owners  will  be  frequently  found  near  what  they  feel  so  great 
an  interest  in.     But  the  worthless  wretches  whom  we  are  often 
oblig'd  to  trust  the  care  of  the  property  of  Government  to,  pay  less 
attention,  feeling  but  little  interest  in  them ;  they  are  more  appre- 
hensive of  punishment  for  the  abuse  of  their  charge  than  prompted 
to  attention  from  the  rewards  we  may  have  a  desire  of  bestowing. 
And  many,  whose  abuse  of  those  valuable  considerations  have  fallen 
under  my  own  observation,  have  not  faiFd  to  receive  the  punishment 
tliey  have  merited.    The  live  stock  of  Government  have  lately  »nd  by 
increased  much,  and  not  having  as  many  carefull  people  to  attend  ment* 
them  as  I  could  wish,  does  frequently  give  me  much  concern. 

What  your  Grace  remarks  upon  the  prices  given  for  different  The  prices  of 
articles  of  provisions  in  this  colony  is  certainly  just,  but  I  have  pro™o°»- 
to  beg  you  will  consider,  my  Lord,  that  it  is  but  very  lately  any 
quantity  of  swine's  flesh  has  been  off'er'd  to  the  public  store  here  ; 
the  price  has,  therefore,  been  high,  and  had  it  not  been  considered 
necessary  as  much  as  possible  to  save  the  salt  provision  such  price 
won'd  not  have  been  allow'd.     Upon  this  subject  I  must  take  the 
liberty  of  observing  to  your  Grace  that  almost  every  oflicer  in  the 
colony,  since  the  time  of  Governor  Phillip,  have  employed  them-  occupations 
selves  farming  and  rearing  stock,  certainly  much  to  the  general  ®'  o™cen». 
benefit  of  the  colony,  altho'  on  their  own  account.     Permit  me,  my 
Lord,  to  say  that  I  do  not,  nor  never  will,  have  any  such  concern  ; 
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1796      the  public  interest  is  mine,  and  ever  will  be,  whatever  station  I 
18  Nov.     may  fill  in  its  service.     My  reason  for  making  this  observation  to 
Kee^ignp  Jour  Grace  is,  that  if  it  has  been  the  interest  of  private  pec^le  to 
prices.         keep  up  the  price  of  such  articles  as  Government  cannot  supply 
itself  with  a  sufficiency  of  here,  such  motives  will  not  influence 
me  who  have  no  private  concern  of  that  kind  to  look  forward  to. 
My  endeavours  to  reduce  the  expences  of  this  colony,  I  may  ven- 
ture to  say,  have  and  will  continue  to  be  uniform,  but  the  innumer- 
able difficultys  which  have  been  improperly  thrown  in  the  way  of 
my  early  success  in  so  desireable  an  object  are  but  too  obvious,  and 
have  already  been  mentioned. 

Altho'  it  is  certainly  true,  my  Lord,  that  the  importation  of 
oxen  into  a  colony  which  Vas  wholly  without  breeding-cattle  is  a 
measure  which  cannot  well  be  defended,*  I  must  yet  o^erve  that, 
since  my  arrival,  those  animals  have  folly  earned  their  original 
value  to  the  public  by  the  labor  they  have  performed,  and  which 
for  want  of  men  cou'd  not  have  been  done,  to  the  very  great  delay 
in  completing  several  highly  necessary  public  works. 

I  have  received  much  satisfaction  from  the  arrival  of  some 
cloathing  in  the  Sylph,  the  convicts,  men  and  women,  being  very 
diticient  of  those  necessarys ;  but  your  Grace,  I  trust,  will  pardon 
me  for  repeating  our  distresses  for  want  of  every  kind  of  tool  for 
labor,  which,  when  the  people  whom  your  Grace  has  signified  we 
may  expect  soon,  shall  arrive,  will  be  much  wanted. 

I  must  express  my  hope  l^at  the  three  hundred  are  all  men, 
and  not  part  men  and  part  women,  for  of  the  latter  we  have  already 
enough,  f  We  have  scarsely  any  way  of  employing  them,  and  they 
are  generally  found  to  be  worse  characters  than  the  men  ;  if  we 
had  more  work  for  them  it  wou'd  of  ten  be  difficult  to  employ  them, 
for  we  generally  find  those  of  a  certain  age  taken  up  in  the  indis- 
pensible  dutys  of  nursing  an  infant.  I  am,  &c,f 

Jno.  Hukter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 
80NOV.  30th  November,  1796. 

Parole — Honesty.  Countersign — Morality. 

The  €k>vernor  having  judg'd  it  necessary,  as  well  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  peace  and  good  order  as  for  the  security  of  property 
generally,  to  portion  out  the  different  districts  of  the  settlement 
€k>n8tabie8.  into  divisions,  |  in  each  of  which  constables  have  been  chosen  and 
sworn  in,  and  who  for  their  direction  have  received  printed  instruc- 
tions. This  infoimation  is,  therefore,  made  public  that  none  may 
plead  ignorance  of  this  regulation,  and  that  they  may  understand 
that  all  persons  travelling  from  one  district  of  the  settlement  to 

*  Ante,  p.  62,  where  the  Duke  of  Portland's  remark  to  which  reference  is  here  made 
win  be  found, 
t  Ante.  p.  62. 
}  See  Hunter's  Order  of  9th  Norember,  1796,  ante,  p.  165. 
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any  other,  being  liable  to  be  ezamiaed  by  the  different  constables      1706 
wbose  divisioii  they  may  pass  through,  are  to  be  f umish'd  with     ^  ko% 
passes  from  the  acting  magistrates  at  Sydney  and  Parramatta,  g^I^ 
the  Govemor^s  aid-de-camp,  or  commanding  officer  at  the  Hawkes-  a««ina/ 
bary.     Gentlemen's  servants  will  have  passes  from  their  respective  ^'■«™°*^ 
masters.     All  persons  who  shall  be  found  without  such  passport, 
which  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  obtain  when  necessary,  will  be  for 
the  first  offence  fin'd  a  month's  imprisonment  and  labour  for  the 
public     If  any  shall  pay  so  little  attention  to  this  Order  as  to 
repeat  such  offence,  other  steps  will  be  pursued  for  their  further 
punishment.  Jno.  Hunter. 

GovERNOB  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  1  Dec.,  1796.  i  Deo. 

In  my  letter  No.  22,*  which  will  accompany  this,  I  had 
occasion  to  mention  our  gaols  being  quite  full  of  prisoners  for 
varions  offences  committed  against  the  peace  and  order  of  the 
settlemfint,  and  that  it  was  my  intention  as  early  as  possible  to 
convene  a  Court  of  Criminal  J  udicature  for  their  trial.  Perfectly  A  criminal 
aware  of  the  ill  consequences  of  delay  in  such  cases,  I  gave  imme-  ^^J^biod. 
diate  directions  for  the  assembling  of  such  Court.  It  was  composed 
of  the  officiating  Judge- Advocate  and  six  officers  of  his  Majesty's 
New  South  Wales  Corps,  the  King's  ships  being  at  this  time  absent 
apon  service.  The  Court  set  several  days,  and  it  gives  me  extreme 
conoem  to  say  that  the  result  of  the  trials  was  that  no  less  than 
eight  persons  were  capitally  convicted  upon  the  strongest  evidence,  cooviotion 
Of  that  number,  one  was  for  a  most  shocking  murder,  and  seven  ^eu^*** 
for  robbing  the  public  provision-stores,  a  practice  which  it  appears 
Has  been  long  carried  on,  and  which  is  of  the  most  serious  conse- 
quence to  the  settlement,  particularly  when  we  consider  that  two 
of  this  number  were  oentinals  upon  duty,  and  had  the  diarge  of 
those  very  stores.  One  man  has  been  convicted  of  manslaughter, 
and  sevend  acquitted,  of  whom  two  were  accus'd  of  a  most  bar- 
barous murder,  but  altho'  there  was  the  strongest  presumptive, 
the  legal  proof  was  not  full. 

Had  the  robberys  which  have  been  committed  on  the  pro-  Robbing 
vision  stores  happened  during  a  time  of  scarsity  we  shou'd  have  *  ®  ^^'^ 
felt  the  leas  surprise,  but  we  are,  my  Lord,  upon  a  full  and  ample 
ration. 

Here  again,  my  Lord,  I  cannot  help  recurring  with  concern  to 
the  licentiousness  and  confusion  whidi  I  have  had  occasion  so 
frequently  to  notice,  to  which  your  Grace  will  no  doubt  be  tir'd 
with  having  your  attention  so  frequently  drawn,  and  which  I  have 
already  said  appear'd  to  me  to  have  been  occasioned  by  too  great  Oonffictbig 
an  attention  to  private  considerations  and  too  little  to  public.        tDteiwta 

In  my  endeavours  to  get  the  better  of  that,  and  to  introduce 
what  I  conceive  to  be  more  immediat'ly  necessary  to  the  welfare 

»  Ante,  pp.  174-177. 
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1796       of  the  public  service  here,  I  may  have  already  incurred  the  censure 

a  Dec.      o^  some,  but  it  is  those  only  whose  private  views  and  interest  have 

been  effected  by  my  endeavours,  and,  consequently,  of  little  moment ; 

nor  shall  it  relax  my  exertions  in  correcting  those  evils  which  have 

so  often  occasioned  the  shocking  examples  I  have  now  mentioned. 

I  have,  &c., 
Jno.  Hunter. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Johnson  to  the  Society  for  the 
Propagation  op  the  Gospel. 

Sydney,  1st  December,  1796. 

Extract  from  the  Journal  of  S.P.G.: — At  a  meeting  held  on  18th 
May,  1798,  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Rev'd  Mr.  Johnson,  dated 
Sydney,  South  Wales,  December  1, 1796,  in  which  he  acknowledges 
the  secretary's  obliging  letter  of  the  9th  of  November,  17  95,  and  says 
that  he  shall  pay  to  Wm.  Richardson  and  Wm.  Webster  the  sum  of 
School-        ten  pounds  each,  agreeably  to  the  Society's  instructions,  and  for  the 
luasten.       ^j^^^  mentioned.     To  the  former  he  could  wish  the  same  to  be 
continued,  being  fully  persuaded  that  his  diligent  conduct  merits 
such  indulgence  ;   but  the  latter,  being  too  much  addicted  to 
drinking,  was  led  to  treat  his  scholars  too  severely,  and  his  wife, 
who  had  the  principal  part  in  teaching,  being  dead,  most  of  the 
children  have  been  taken  from  him,  and  several  of  them  sent  to 
First  school  Richardsou,  and  as  a  school  has  been  lately  established  at  Parra- 
Parnunatta.  matta,  distant  from  Sydney  nearly  20  miles,  he  submits  it  to  the 
Society  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  appropriate  the  other 
£10  a  year  to  the  master  of  that  school.     The  Revd.  Mr.  Marsden 
resides  there,  and,  he  believes,  will  use   his  best  endeavors  to 
forward  the  Society's  good  intentions.     It  is  likewise  in  oontem- 
An  orphan-  plation  to  have  an  orphan  school  as  soon  as  a  building  for  the 
^  ^ '         purpose  can  be  erected  ;  or,  when  a  church  is  built,  the  temporary 
one  now  used  for  public  worship  may  answer.     It  is  much  to  be 
wished,  he  says,  that  such  a  school  had  been  already  established, 
as  the  principal  hopes  are  from  the  rising  generation.     The  miser- 
able wretches  sent  out  to  that  country  being  lost  to  all  sense  of 
The  r'akig    virtue  and  religion,  as  long  as  their  o&pring  continue  with  them, 
grenera  on.    j^^  fQs.Ts  every  means  used  for  their  instruction  will  be  inefiectual. 
The  present  Governor  much  wishes  for  an  institution,  but  owing 
to  the  number  of  engagements  of  a  public  nature,  little  can  be 
done  at  present.     In  his  next  letter  he  will  endeavor  to  send  a 
particular  account  of  the  number  of  schools,  and  the  children  of 
age  to  be  taught.     That  he  has  applied  to  the  Society  for  Pro- 
Books  moting  Christian  Knowledge  for  some  books  for  the  children,  and, 
wanted.        j£  gj^^ted,  would  wish  that  leave  might  be  obtained  from  Govern- 
ment for  the  case  to  be  received  on  board  ;  otherwise,  the  freight 
will  come  very  dear. 
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QOVERNMENT  AND    GENERAL   OrDER.  17M 

3rd  December,  1796.  8  Dec. 

Parole — Chearfulness.  Countersign — ^Temperence. 

A  General  Muster  of  all  the  male  inhabitants  is  intended  to  take  a  general 
place  in  each  of  the  districts  of  Sydney,  Parramatta,  and  Hawkes-  '"^'***''- 
bury,  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  the  16th and  17th  instant;  and  in 
order  to  prevent  the  dwellings  or  farms  of  the  different  settlers 
from  being  left  without  proper  protection,  it  is  intended  that  on 
Friday  the  servants  and  labouring  people  generally  shall  be  called, 
and  the  settlers  wilK  remain  on  their  farms ;  but  on  Saturday  the 
settlers  will  be  mustered,  and  they  will  leave  proper  persons  in  the 
care  of  their  concerns.      The  Governor  having*taken  this  method 
of  directing  the  muster  for  the  security  of  the  property  of  the 
inhabitants  in  general,  he  expects  that  every  person  will  strictly  a  full 
attend,  agreeable  to  the  above  direction,  unless  prevented  by  sick-  rJ^JiJlJd.'^ 
nesB  or  some  suj£cient  cause,  of  which  proper  notice  is  to  be  sent. 
All  settlers  and  all  men  employed  by  them,  as  well  as  those  em- 
ployed by  oj£cers,  whether  on  or  off  the  store,  are  strictly  directed 
to  appear. 

N.B. — The  settlers  who  reside  at  Kissing  Point,  Lane  Cove,  Theout- 
Bulanaming,  and  Liberty  Plains  will  attend  at  Sydney  ;  those  at  ^^cts. 
the  Field  of  Mars  and  districts  adjacent  will  be  mustered  at  Parra- 
matta ;  and  those  on  or  near  the  banks  of  the  Kawkesbury  at  that 
placa 

All  constables  and  other  persons  holding  situations  which  may 
give  them  influence  or  authority  are  informed  by  the  Governor 
that  they  cannot  give  him  a  more  convincing  proof  of  their  regard 
for  good  order  and  the  general  happiness  of  the  settlement  than 
by  exerting  themselves  to  compel  a  rigid  obedience  to  all  Public 
Orders.  Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

12th  December,  1796.         12  Dec. 
Parole — Happiness.  Countersign — Contentment. 

The  proofs  we  have  so  recently  had  of  the  danger  attending  too 
great  an  indulgence  in  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  or  in  those  evil  intemper- 
habits  which  are  so  strictly  forbidden  and  provided  against  by 
the  wisdom  of  our  excellent  laws,  are  so  truly  melancholy  that  we 
wou'd  willingly  and  anxiously  hope  such  distressing  examples  might 
kindle  up  in  the  mind  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  some  sparks 
of  reflection  and  remorse.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  the 
unfortunate  desire  of  gratifjdng  to  excess  in  the  use  of  spirits 
should  prevail  in  this  country  to  so  extraordinary  and  so  certainly 
ruinous  a  length  as  we  have  had  but  too  frequently  occasion  to 
notiee.  That  destructive  article  has  generally  been  found  to  have 
been  the  original  cause  of  most  of  the  shocking  outrages  against  The  cause 
the  peace,  the  laws,  and  the  regulations  of  the  colony,  which  have  ^^  *^"'"®* 
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provisions 


wlierewitli 
to  purchase 
spirits. 


A  terrible 
example. 


80  frequently  been  experienc'd,  a  colony  in  which  it  is  in  the  power 
of  every  well-dispos'd  and  industrious  person  to  live  in  happiness 
and  comfort. 

Drinking  to  excess  it  is  well  known  have  occasioned  several  niost 
horrid  and  barbarous  murders.  The  robberies  which  have  so  lately 
been  committed  upon  the  public  provision  stores,  as  well  as  upon 
the  inhabitants  [sic]  of  private  persons,  it  is  ako  well  known  oould 
not  proceed  from  a  want  of  suflKciency  of  food,  because  oar  ration 
is  full  and  ample — ^much  more  abundant  than  many  of  our  more 
deserving  friends  enjoy  at  this  time  in  our  mother  country.  Ko^ 
they  have  proceeded  from  a  desire  of  possessing,  by  any  means, 
those  articles  with  which  they  might  be  able  to  procure  spirits, 
that  source  of  the  misfortunes  of  all  those  whom  the  laws  of  th^ 
country,  and  the  justice  due  to  others,  have  launched  into  eternity, 
surrounded  with  the  crimes  of  an  illspent  life.  The  Governor  has 
thought  proper  thus  pubHckly  to  express  his  earnest  hope  tihat  a 
recollection  of  the  crimes  whidi  have  so  lately  been  committed  here 
will  not  be  forgotten,  or  cease  with  the  breath  of  the  criminab 
who  have  suffered,  but  rather  that  those  unhappy  men  will  be 
remember'd  and  deplored  by  their  friends,  and  that  the  calling  to 
mind  their  melancholy  fate  will  operate  as  a  stimulus  to  good  and 
virtuous  actions  in  those  they  have  left  behind,  and  to  a  proper 
respect  for  the  laws  and  regulations  which  have  been  established 
for  the  general  good  and  the  mutual  happiness  of  the  whole  socnety. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


21  Dec. 


Wheat 


Government  and  General  Order. 

21st  December,  1796. 

Parole — Honesty.  Countersign — Industry. 

Many  of  the  settlers  and  others  who  have  ground  in  cultivaticxn 

having  been,  at  their  own  solicitation,  supplied  at  the  proper  season 

received  b     ^^^^^  *^®  Government  store  with  wheat  and  Indian  corn  for  crop- 

settiersfrom  ping  their  grounds,  for  which  they  have  given  receipts  and  a 

the  store,      promise  that  such  debt  should  be  paid  out  of  the  ensuing  crops  as 

soon  as  taken  off  the  ground,  it  is  now  expected  that  they  do 

pay  into  the  public  store,  as  their  crops  are  gathered,  the  quantity 

for  which  they  have  given  their  receipts,  before  they  discharge  any 

other  debts  they  may  have  contracted. 

An  equal  No  grain  will  be  received  into  his  Majesty's  stores  until  those 

Sentwmed.  debts  have  been  collected  j  and  if  any  unnecessary  delay  is  made 

in  the  discharge  of  them,  such  steps  as  the  law  provides  in  such 

cases  will  be  immediately  followed,  and  the  person  who   shall 

attempt  any  evasion  shall  be  particularly  mark'd  as  unworthy  any 

encouragement  hereafter.     It  may  be  necessary  here  to  noention 

that  shou'd  any  of  those  persons  who  are  in  this  way  indebted  to 

Government  have  sold  or  made  over  their  farms  to  any  other 

sinoe  the  time  of  having  borrowed  grain  from  the  public  store  for 
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cropping  it,  such  f ann  will  be  considered  responsible  for  such  debt,  17BB 
whoever  may  possess  it,  and  it  is  expected  it  be  forthwith  dis-  tiDe& 
charged  oat  of  the  first  of  the  present  crop.  Jno.  Hunter. 


GOYEmMEKT  AND   GENERAL   ObDEB. 

22nd  December,  1796.  a  Deo. 

Parole— Healthy.  Countersign — ^Cleanly. 

On  Saturday  next,  the  24th,  the  Commissary  will  begin  to  serve  ^^^^J^ 
the  following  proportion  of  slops  to  those  who  are  entitled  to  from  «he 
cloathing  from  the  public  stores  : —  "" 


store. 


TbMen. 
1  jacket 
1  waistcoat 

1  p'r  breeches 

2  shirts 

2  p'r  stock'gs 

1  wooleu  cap 
1  p'r  shoes 
ilb.  thiead 


ToChOdren. 
1  p'r  small  Uankets 
1}  yard  flannel 
3  yards  linnen 
6    do.    tape 
1  lb.  soap 
i  lb.  thread. 


To  Women. 
1  jacket 

1  pettyooat 

2  shifts 
2  p'r  stockings 
1  handkerchief 
1  cap 

1  p'r  shoes 
1  hatt 
ilb.  thread 
1  cake  of  soap 

The  Governor  hopes  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  put  those  who 
are  to  receive  slops  in  mind  that  if  any  shall  presume  to  sell  those  JJjV^^ 
articles  which  they  have  some  time  felt  the  inconvenience  of  being  ""P****** 
without,  and  which  will  be  direct  disobedience  of  former  Orders, 
both  the  buyer  and  seller  will  subject  themselves  to  such  punish- 
ment as  the  nature  of  the  offence  may  deserve. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


New  South  Wales  Corps. 


Lt-GoLComm.  . 
Uajor 

GkplaiD   .. 


t 


'Enaigii 


Chiphin 
Adjutent 


Name. 


Fxmncia  Oroee 
William  Patonon 
Joaefdi  Foveaux 
Qflorge  Johnstone 
John  M'Arthur 
John  Townson 
Edwaid  Abbott 
John  Tho.  Prentioe 
William  Beckwith 
Thomaa  Rowley 
William  Cwmminga, 
John  depbanc 
John  Piper    .. 
NeU  H'Kellar 
Jamea  Bmit  Lucaa 
Thomas  Davia 
Antb.  Fenn  Kemp 
William  Fatnllo 
John  Brabyn.. 
William  Hoore 
Thomas  Layooek 
James  Bain    . . 
Thomaa  Rowley 
Tliomas  Layoodc 
John  Harris  .. 


16  July,  17&6 

4  Nov.,  1785 
6  Apr.,  1701 

26Sopt.,  1702 

6M^,  1705 

11  Nov.' 

6  Apr,,  1701 

do. 

do. 

25JWM,  1708 

6Mav,  1706 

11  Nov. 

16  May,  1708 

28  June,  1708 

24  July 

16  Jan.,  1704 

6  Hay,  1705 

7  do. 
80  Dec. 

5  June,  1780 

6  June,  1780 
6  Jan.,  1781 

88  Jan.,  1701 


New  Booth 
WatosCorpe. 
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1797  Government  and  General  Order. 

iijan,  *  11th  January,  1797.  • 

Parole — Edinburgh.  Countersign — Glasgow, 

state  of  the  TuE  necessity  of  having  the  roads  between  the  different  eettle- 
"*"^  menis  in  this  colony  made  easy  and  convenient  for  travelling* 

being  obvious  to  every  inhabitant,  the  Governor  has  considered  it 
necessary  to  issue  the  following  Order  for  having  them  put  in  good 
and  perfect  condition  as  early  as  possible : — All  officers  who  have 
farms  are  to  furnish  two  men  for  three  days  in  the  week,  to  be 
employed  on  the  above  service ;  and  all  superintendents,  store- 
Labour  to     keepers,  and  persons  of  that  description,  one  man.     Every  settler 
by  officers     is  either  to  furnish  a  man  or  to  contribute  his  own  labor  for  the 
and  settlers,  game  time.     The  particular  days  of  labor  will  be  settled  by  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace  and  surveyor,  and  are  to  be  continued  until 
the  whole  work  is  complete.     There  being  at  this  time  a  scarcity 
of  tools  in  the  public  stores,  it  is  expected  that  the  persons  above- 
mentioned  do  furnish  such  implements  as  may  bo  necessary  for 
employing  the  people  they  send,  spades  excepted,  a  few  of  which 
Government  will  endeavour  to  pro  Fide. 
The  r^a         The  Surveyor-Gcneral  will  have  directions  to  measure  out  the 
^ide.      ^  road,  which  is  to  be  20  feet  wide.    The  people  who  are  to  be  thus 
employed  are  to  be  in  readiness  and  to  put  themselves  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Alt  on  Monday,  23rd  instant. 

The  people  sent  upon  this  service  by  the  officers  at  Sydney,  by 
the  settlers  at  Kissing  Point,  f  Concord,  Liberty  Plains,  and  Bula- 
naming4  are  to  complete  the  road  from  Sydney  to  Duck  River; 
and  those  at  Parramatta,  Prospect  Hill,  Field  of  Mars,  Ponds, 
Northern  Boundaries,  and  Hawkesbury  are  to  attend  to  the  road 
^f*i*^°  from  Duck  River  to  the  Hawkesbury.  The  people  from  the 
latter  place  are  to  begin  their  repairs  from  their  own  neighbour- 
hood, and  to  continue  them  for  two-thirds  of  the  way  to  Parramatta, 
and  they  will  be  directed  in  their  work  by  Mr.  Grimes,  who  will 
also  direct  those  who  are  to  be  employed  from  the  Parramatta  side 
of  the  Duck  River  until  they  meet  those  from  the  Hawkesbury. 

The  road  from  Sydney  to  Parramatta  is  to  enter  the  latter 
place  whei-e  it  now  does,  in  the  center  of  the  main  street.  The 
laborers  are  to  continue  at  their  work  eight  hours  each  working- 
day.§  Jno.  Hunter. 

*  Hanter  spoke  from  experience.  During:  the  latter  part  of  the  previous  month,  accon- 
Danied  by  a  party  of  ofBcers,  he  had  ascended  the  Hawkesbury  River  as  fkr  as  Richmond 
llill,  and  bad  returned  to  Sydnev  overland  via  Toongabbic  and  Parramatta. 

t  The  origin  of  the  name  Kissing  Point  is  uncertain.  The  popular  explanation  is  that  the 
Governor  on  landing  there  kissed  his  wife.  But  this,  in  so  far  as  Phillip  and  his  sucoeraor 
Hunter  are  concerned  is  refuted  by  the  fact  that  Phillip's  wife  did  not  accompany  him  to  the 
colom*,  and  that  Hunter  was  a  single  man. 

t  The  district  of  Bulanaming  lay  betweeu  Petersham  and  the  northern  bank  of  Ckwk's 
River. 

§  Collins  (vol.  it,  p.  10)  states  that  this  order  was  occasioned  by  the  weakness  of  the 
public  gangs.  Towards  the  end  of  Februao-  the  officers  and  settlers  were  informed  that  the 
road-making  could  be  suspended  while  their  grounds  were  being  prepared  for  the  then 
ensuing  season.— Post,  p.  192. 
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Government  and  General  Order.  1797 

13th  January,  1797.  18  Jan. 

Parole — Mars.  Countersign — Jupiter. 

Many  applications  having  been  made  to  the  Governor  by  people  Certificates 
who  say  their  time  of  servitude  in  this  country  is  expired,  and  °  ^™' 
as  it  is  extremely  inconvenient  when  employed  on  other  public 
concerns  to  have  the  time  of  business  broke  in  upon  by  every 
single  individual  who  may  be  desirous  of  receiving  information 
relative  to  the  Expiration  of  his  time,  the  Governor  has  jud'd  it 
proper  to  have  fix'd  times  for  such  inquirys,  and  does  therefore 
give  this  notice,  that  February  the  15th  will  be  the  first  day  on 
which  certificates  will  be  granted  to  those  who  appear  on  the 
lists  of  the  ships  they  come  out  with,  to  be  regularly  intitled  to 
them. 


Jno.  Hunter. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

14th  January,  1797.         ujan. 
Parole — Establish.  Countersign — ^Wages. 

Many  settlers  in  different  pai*ts  of  the  colony  having  represented  The  labour 
to  the  Governor  that  the  wages  demanded  by  the  free  laboring  °**'  *** 
people  whom  they  have  frequent  occasion  to  hire  is  so  excessively 
exorbitant  that  it  runs  away  with  the  greatest  part  of  the  profits 
of  their  farms,  and  have  solicited  that  his  Excellency  would  take 
some  effectual  steps  for  their  relief  in  this  particular  :  It  is  there- 
fore the  Governor's  desire  that  the  settlers  in  each  district  do 
appoint  amongst  themselves  quarterly  meetings  for  the  purpose  of 
settleing  the  rate  of  wages  to  laborers  or  others  whom  they  have  settling  the 
occasion  to  hire ;  that  an  agreement  for  this  purpose  be  drawn  JJ^^JJ 
up  in  writing,  to  which  each  settler  in  the  district  is  to  subscribe 
his  name ;  that  a  penalty  for  any  breach  of  this  written  agree- 
ment be  fix'd  by  the  general  opinion,  and  inserted  in  the  writing, 
and  which  in  case  of  forfeiture  will  be  recover'd  by  a  Civil  Court ; 
that  they  resolve  together  for  what  purpose  such  forfeitures  shall 
be  appl/d  for  the  general  benefit  of  their  own  district. 

They  are  to  transmit  to  head-quarters  a  copy  of  their  agreement 
and  the  mte  of  wages  they  have  or  may  from  time  to  time  establish, 
for  the  Governor's  information. 

The  Governor  advises  the  settlers  to  fix  the  time  of  their  first 
meeting  as  early  as  possible,  to  prevent  their  being  any  longer 
impos'd  upon.* 

His  Excellency  takes  this  opportunity  of  informing  the  settlers  Payment 
generally  that  as  soon  as  the  repair  of  the  roads  is  completed  !^khS|^.' 

*  The  rates  of  ^agea  to  be  paid  for  various  descriptions  of  work  were  proclaimed  by 
Hunter  on  the  10th  Harch,  1797  (post,  p.  197),  but  there  is  no  record  of  the  meetings  of 
emplayen,  although  they  were  evidently  held. 
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1797      he  will  direct  the  Commissaiy  to  issue  to  each  a  proportion  of  pro- 

14  Jan.     visions  for  the  number  of  days  they  have  been  employed  on  that 

necessary  work,  or,  if  more  agreeable  to  those  who  are  indebted  to 

Government,  he  will  direct  a  reduction  of  that  debt  in  the  same 

proportion.  Jno.  Huntbr. 


Government  and  General  Order. 
20  Jan.  20th  January,  1797. 

Parole — Decision.  Countersign — Judgment. 

The  ration.  Thebe  being  no  pease  remaining  in  the  public  store,  the  Com- 
missary is  desired  to  issue  to  the  military  and  free  people  one  and 
a  half  pound,  and  to  the  convicts  two  pounds  of  wheat,  in  lieu  of 
their  respective  proportions  of  pease. 

A  general  muster  of  the  female  convicts  will  take  place  at 
Sydney,  Parramatta,  and  the  Hawkesbury,  on  Thursday,  the  26th 
inst.,  where  it  is  expected  that  every  one  appear  at  the  victualling- 
store  of  the  district  in  which  they  resida  And  on  the  following 
Saturday  there  will  be  a  serving  (to  those  who  are  intitled)  of 
such  slop  cloathing  as  the  store  can  at  present  afford  to  them  and 
their  children.  John  Hunter. 


Agpeneral 
muster. 


81  Jan. 


Thelort 
cattle. 


The  Duke  op  Portland  to  Governor  Hunteh. 


Sir, 


Provisions 

and 

clothing. 


Whitehall,  31st  January,  1797. 
I  have  laid  before  the  King  your  letters,  numbered  6  and 
7,  dated  the  21st  of  Dec.,  1795,^  and  received  the  16th  inst. 

It  gives  me  particular  satisfaction  to  find  that  the  doubts  about 
the  cattle  have  been  so  satisfactorily  cleared  up,  and  that  they 
are  at  length  f  oimd  in  such  a  state  of  increase  and  security  as 
cannot  fail,  in  addition  to  such  further  supplies  as  you  yourself 
will  be  able  to  procure,  to  give  us  a  reasonable  prospect  of  being 
able  to  supply  the  settlement  with  fresh  provisions  in  a  short 
space  of  time.  The  herd  you  have  found  also  affords  a  very 
satisfactory  piece  of  information,  in  ascertaining  that  the  climate 
is  favourable  to  the  increase  of  the  very  species  of  homed  cattle 
which  you  mean  to  procure  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

From  the  very  early  dates  of  your  letters  I  observe  that  you 
could  not  have  received  the  several  cargoes  of  provisions,  clothing, 
and  other  articles  for  the  settlement  which  have  been  ^pped  in 
1795  and  1796  in  the  vessels  mentioned  in  the  margin.!  Altho' 
the  particulars  of  these  cargoes  accompanied  the  ships  respec- 
tively in  which  they  were  sent,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  inclosing 
you  a  general  list  of  all  of  them. 

•  VoL  Hy  p.  844. 

t  The  margin  is  Uaok. 
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Yoa  win  receiye  thu  letter  by  the  Lady  Shore,  transport,      1707 
^master,  which  carries  out  sixty-six  female  and     ^  j^, 
two  male  convicts,  a  list  of  which  I  inclose  with  the  original       — 
contracts  entered  into  by  ^the  owner  of  the  shore.  ' 

lady  Shore,  for  their  safe  delivery  in  New  South  Wales,  together 
with  his  Majesty's  Order-in-Council  for  the  transportation  to  New 
South  Wales  of  such  of  the  convicts  whose  sentences  required 
such  ovder. 

Ll  consequence  of  your  representation  of  the  necessity  of  a 
farther  supply  of  tools  for  clearing  and  cultivating  the  ground,  Tool?, 
and  of  iron  and  steely  the  Lady  Shore  carries  out  the  articles 
mentioned  in  list  No^  2 ;  and  I  particularly  wish  to  point  your 
attention  to  a  careful  and  provident  disposal  of  them  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Crown  and  the  good  of  the  settlement. 

In  cases  where  articles  of  husbandry  are  wanted  by  settlers  Setticre 
cultiyating  lands  on  their  own  account,  and  in  a  situation  to  toJSt^icjnd. 
render  an  equivalent  for  them,  either  in  the  produce  of  their 
farms  or  in  bestowing  a  certain  portion  of  their  labour  on  the 
lands  cultivated  for  the  Crown,  such  an  equivalent  in  grain  or 
labour,  it  is  conceived,  may  be  reasonably  required  of  them. 

The  Patent  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  Criminal  Court  A  legal 
of  Judicature  in  Norfolk  Island  was  sent  out  in  the  Marquis 
Comwallis,  which  sailed  from  Cork  on  the  7th  August,  1795,  and 
therefore  could  not  be  reasonably  expected  to  have  reached^  Port 
Jackson  the  21st  Deer,  following,  which  is  the  date  of  your  last 
letters.  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  it,  attested  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  for  me  to  request  your  attention  to  the 
weaving  of  coarse  cloth.  From  the  samples  which  have  been  sent  weaving. 
here,  especially  those  from  Norfolk  Island,  it  is  evident  that  a  con- 
siderable progress  may  soon  be  made  in  the  manufacture  of  this 
article,  and  you  will  have  received  by  the  Indispensable,  transport, 
an  assortment  of  articles  proper  for  weaving  coarse  cloth. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  answering  both  your  letters,  separate, 
relative  to  Mr.  Balmain  and  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson. 

With  respect  to  the  leave  of  absence  requested  by  Mr.  Balmain,  Leave  of 
whowiU  have  received  the  appointment  of  Chief  Surgeon,  in  the  ^jJJStorby 
room  of  Mr.  White,  it  must  entirely  depend  on  the  degree  of  |^»®*J" 
niedical  assistance  required  in  the  settlement,  of  which  you,  and 
you  only,  can  be  a  competent  judge.     If,  in  your  opinion,  the 
assistant  surgeons  who  have  been  sent  from  hence  are  sufficient  to 
do  the  medical  duties  of  the  settlement  during  the  temporary 
absence  of  Mr.  Balmain,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  comply 
^th  his  request ;  but  it  should  previously  be  clearly  and  dis- 

*  naoks  in  the  manuscriptii.  Oftptain  Willcocks  wm  in  comniand  of  the  vessel ;  ho  was 
«Bed  by  the  nmtfiicen.— Port,  p^.  902,  808L  Jodge-Adyoeate  Dore  states  that  Willcocks 
vasiDMkcnMdoirner  of  the  Ladj  Shore.— Fod;,  p.  366. 
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1797       tinctly  understood  betweea  you  and  Mr.  B.  that  he  is  expected 

81  Jul.     ^  return  within  such  reasonable  time  as  you  shall  be  of  opinion 

is  necessary  for  the  public  service. 

Cost  of  If  you  are  satisfied  that  Mr.  Johnson's  account  of  the  expences 

chuJ3f.^*"     he  has  incurred  in  the  erection  of  a  temporary  place  of  worship  is 

correct,  I  see  no  objection  to  your  disbursing  him  the  amount  by 

a  bill  on  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury.* 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  indisposition  of  Lieutenant-Governor 
King.  I  trust  it  may  be  but  temporary,  as  I  have  every  reason 
to  be  satisfied  with  his  conduct. 

Mr.  Crofton,  an  ensign  in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  takes 
his  passage  in  the  vessel  which  carries  out  this  dispatch. 

Portland. 
[EndoBure.] 
XJxDER  Secretary  Kino  to  The  Transit  Commissioners. 
iFeb.  Gentlemen,  Whitehall,  1st  February,  1797. 

1  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  desire  that  you 
Agricultural  will  provide  and  ship  on  board  the  Lady  Shore,  transport^  about 

"  *'"*'*  ■  to  sail  to  'New  South  Wales,  the  undermentioned  articles,  to  be 
consigned  to  Governor  Hunter,  for  the  use  of  his  Majesty's  settle- 
ment. His  Grace  will  communicate  the  contents  of  this  letter  to 
the  Lords  of  the  Treasury.  I  am,  &c., 

J.  King. 

LiST.t 

500  Bickles,  plain,  without  teeth. 
,,   scythe  blades. 

„    axes'  heads,  fit  for  clearing  ground. 
„    pickaxes'  heads,  for  „ 

„   spades,  for  digeing,  without  handles. 

2  tons  of  rod  iron  (u>r  nails),  and  bar  iron  of  different  sizes, 
i  ton  of  plate  iron. 

„    of  steel. 

J.K. 

Government  and  General  Order. 
16  Feb.  15th  February,  1797. 

Parole — Middlesex.  Countei'sign — London. 

Impairing  As  the  settlers,  officers*  servants,  and  others  who  are  at  this  time 
employed  in  repairing  and  improving  the  roads  between  the  different 
parts  of  the  settlement  will  be  wanted  to  prepare  their  respective 
grounds  which  are  intended  for  seed  the  ensuing  season,  the 
Governor  gives  this  public  notice  that  after  the  work  for  the  next 
week  is  completed  he  will  not  require  that  attendance  on  the  roads 
untill  their  grounds  are  finish'd  cropping,  when  he  hopes  and 
expects  that  they  will  readily  come  forward  and  finish  what  they 
have  so  well  begun. 

*  This  request  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson  in  Dooember,  1705.— Vol.  ii,  pp.  S41,  SIS. 
fThis  is  the  list  No.  2  referred  to  by  the  Dulce  of  Portland  on  the  previoafl  page. 
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The  constables  of  the  different  districts  are  desired  to  give  in  to      1797 
the  nearest  magistrate  a  list  of  the  settlers  who  may  have  either     15  p^h. 
been  employed  themselves  in  the  above  necessary  work,  or  who 
have  sent  a  man  upon  that  duty,  together  with  the  number  of  days 
they  have  been  so  employ'd,  in  order  that  the  Commissary  may 
receive  directions  to  supply  them  with  so  many  days'  provisions. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Undsb  Secretary  I^ewis  to  Under  Secretary  King. 
Sir,  War  Office,  16th  February,  1797.         wFeb. 

There  being  at  this  time  in  the  Savoy  prison  six  soldiers  Prisonen  u 
who  have  been  ordered  by  his  Majesty  to  serve  for  life  in  a  regiment  '**™^*^ 
stationed  in  New  South  Wales,  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  at 
War  to  enquire  whether  these  men  (with  four  women  and  two 
children),  together  with  a  proper  escort,  amounting  in  all  to  about 
twenty  soldiers,  can  be  received  on  board  the  transport  which  Mr. 
Windham  understands  is  on  the  point  of  sailing  from  the  river  for 
that  settlement.* 

As  there  are  about  fifty  more  recruits  at  Chatham  for  the  same 
destination,  it  will  be  very  desirable  that  they  also  should  obtain 
a  passage  by  the  same  conveyance.  I  am,  <bc., 

M.  Lewis. 

lIxDBR  Secretary  Kinq  to  Transport  Commissioners. 
Gentlemen,  Whitehall,  17th  February,  1797.         i7Feb. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  desire  that  you  victiuUiDs 
will  tab  the  necessary  steps  to  provide  for  the  victualling  of  the  "*"""^ 
seventy  recruits  for  the  New  South  Wales  Kegiment,  about  to 
embark  on  board  the  Lady  Shore,  transport^  during  their  passage. 

I  am,  &c., 
J.  King. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  Downing-street,  22nd  February,  1797.         22  Feb. 

By  the  within  communicationf  to  me  from   his   Royal  Augnieato- 
hneas  the  Duke  of  York,  you  will  see  that  it  is  his  Majesty's  New  *>uth 
commands  that  the  New  South  Wales  Regiment  should  be  forth-  WaiwCorpa. 
^th  augmented  to  ten  companies  of  eighty-five  rank  and  file  each. 
You  will  therefore  immediately  communicate  with  Major  Paterson 
on  this  subject^  and  concert  with  him  the  best  means  of  carrying 
his  Majesty's  commands  into  effect  with  all  possible  expedition. 
In  order  to  facilitate  the  speedy  completion  of  the  regiment  to  the 
above  establishment,  you  will,  in  addition  to  such  individuals  as 
sball  be  willing  to  inlist,  and  who  are  not  otherwise  employed  or 

*  The  taasport  here  referred  to  wm  doubtlem  the  Lady  Shore,  which  aaOed  from  Englaad 
m  JUy  loUowinK,  *nd  ww  leised  by  the  soldiers.— Post,  p.  391  et  ieq.,  418  et  ieq. 
tXhe  Duke  of  York's  letter  is  not  »vwlablo. 

VOL.  Ill — N 
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1707      engaged  in  the  public  service  of  the  settlement^  emancipate  such 
»  Feb.     convicts  as  are  ready  to  inlist^  and  vhose  good  conduct  since  their 
Emandpiflts  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  intitle  them  to  such  an  indulgence.      Four  com- 
as aoidien.    panies  of  the  regiment,  to  be  augmented  to  the  above  estabHshment 
of  eighty-five  per  company,  are  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for 
actual  service^  under  the  command  of  Major  Faiersony  who  will 
receive  the  necessary  directions  for  that  purpose,  on  the  arrival  at 
the  settlement  of  a  naval  force,  which  will  have  orders  to  receive 
Major  Paterson  and  the  detachment  on  board. 

Seventy  recruits  and  three  subaltern  officers  will  arrive  in  the 
Lady  Shore. 
Food  for  the  As  it  is  probable  that  flour  or  wheat  may  be  wanted  on  this 
*^  occasion  towards  supplying  the  armament  which  will  arrive  at  the 
settlement,  you  will  not  fail  to  furnish  them  with  such  quantities 
as  can  be  spared  without  causing  a  scarcity  of  those  articles,  or 
rendering  it  necessary  to  send  any  more  flour  from  hence  to  the 
settlement)  which  must  be  particularly  guarded  against. 

Ten  compaDies  at  85  R.  and  F.  per  company 850 

A  detachment  of  4  companies  of  85  per  company,  to  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  under  Major  Paterson 340 

WiU  remain  in  the  settlement 510 

Portland. 

The  Hoir.  W.  Windham  to  The  Patmaster-Gbkkral. 
84  Feb.         Gentlemen,  War  Office,  24th  February,  1797. 

Augmentar  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  his  Majesty  has  been 

southwl?M  pleased  to  direct  that  the  K  S.  Wales  Corps  of  Ft,  commis'd  bj 
^Jorpe.  Lieut.-Col.  Fraa.  Grose,  should  be  augmented  by  the  addition  of 
1  capt.,  1  rt,  1  ens'n,  1  assistant  surgeon,  13  serg'ts,  23  corp'ls,  2 
drum'rs,  and  197  p.  men,  so  as  to  consist  of  the  numbers  specified 
in  the  annexed  state ;  and  that  the  said  augm'n  sh'd  take  place 
on  the  estab'ment  from  the  24th  ins't  inclusive. 

I  have,  &c., 

W.  WnroHAK. 

Brtabliflh-     EsTABLiSHMEMT  of  the  N.S.  Wales  Oom  of  Foot,  from  24th  Feb*y,  1797, 
ment  of  the  indnsive— Ten  Companies. 

1  lt.-coL  comm'ant  and  eaptain  1  sargecm 

2  majors  and  captains  2  assistant  snxgeons 
7  captains                                           42  sergeants 

10  lieutenants  50  corporals 

10  ensigns  20  drummers 

1  diai^n  800  private  men 

1  adjutant  

1  quarter-master  948 

*  It  Is  not  known  on  what  senice  then  four  compeniet  were  to  be  eiiipl<i7edL    The  at^ 
was  countermanded  on  6th  March,  1797.— Port,  p.  19S. 
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GiPTESKMSST  AKB  GENEaA.L  ObDEB.  1707 

27th  February,  1797.         ti  Fit. 
Parole — ^Hull.  €k>anteTsign — Humber. 

The  repeated  Orders  which  have  been  given  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Sydney  rektive  to  the  ringing  and  yoking  of  hogs  g^^" 
before  they  permit  them  to  run  so  much  at  large,  and  the  little 
attention  which  daily  expmence  shows  has  been  paid  to  these 
dififerent  Orders,  as  well  by  the  numbers  which  are  now  seen 
running  about  without  those  checks  to  their  ravages,  as  from  the 
complaints  which  have  been  made  of  the  mischiefs  done  to  the 
diferent  gardens  and  other  inclosures  about  the  town  : 

Tbe  Governor  has  come  to  the  resolution  of  taking  some  effectual 
step  for  preventing  these  mischiefis,  and  has  therefore  issued  this 
Order  as  a  hint  that  he  would  recommend  it  to  those  who  have 
&rms  to  send  their  hog^  thither  immediately,  and  those  who  have 
no  fanns  to  provide  a  boy  or  some  person  to  herd  their  stock,  and  Hevdinf 
to  take  care  that  the  directions  formerly  given  on  this  subject  be 
strictlj  oomply'd  witL  This  advice  the  Governor  has  thought  it 
proper  to  give  before  he  issues  any  other  Order  on  this  occasion, 
and  to  prevent  that  loss  to  individuals  which  it  is  highly  probable 
thejr  will  suffer  if  they  continue  to  think  that  any  inattention  to 
the  Public  Orders  of  the  colony  will  be  suffered  to  pass  without 
notioe.  Jno.  Hunter. 

The  Duke  op  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  WhitehaU,  2nd  March,  1797.         «M»r. 

Since  I  wrote  my  last  letter  to  you  of  the  Slst  January* 
last,  I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  King  yours  of  the 
3rd  of  March,  1796.t 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  find  that  your  harvest  has  been  The  harvest, 
so  abundant,  and  I  should  hope  that  until  sufficient  storehouses 
are  built  to  receive  the  grain  it  may,  as  is  the  case  in  this  country, 
be  kept  in  stacks,  so  as  to  prevent  any  material  loss. 

The  Lady  Shore  carries  out  all  such  articles  as  you  have  asked  Sj^^  **** 
for  in  your  letter  now  before  me,  namely,  tools  and  naval  stores,      ^    ^^ 
conformably  to  the  within  list,  X  with  an  hundred  stand  of  arms  for 
the  use  of  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  you  shall  judge  proper  to 
be  entrusted  with  them.      I  am  very  sorry  to  observe  that  your 
application  for  these  arms  is  made  upon  account  of  the  disorders 
and  depredations  which  have  been  committed  by  a  gang  or  two  of 
banditti,  who  have  lately  formed  themselves  in  the  settlement, 
and  have  frequently  joined  the  natives  in  plundering  the  defence- 
lea*  settlers.     I  cannot  too  forcibly  impress  upon  you  the  necessity 
of  your  inunediately  employing  the  most  vigorous  means  for  sup-  SaopretBloa 
pressing  those  gangs,  and  bringing  the  persons  who  shall  be  found  SJngwi!.' 
g^ty  of  these  robberies  to  speedy  and  examplary  punishment 

•Ante, p.  190.  f  Ante, p.  80.  }Not*T»i]Able. 
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1797  You  must  be  particularly  sensible,  from  the  nature  and  cir- 

2  Mar.      cumstances  of  your  government,  that  nothing  can  endanger  it  so 

much  as  an  idea  of  its  being  possible  that  such  a  banditti  can 

exist  in  it  with  impunity,  or  that  punishment  does  not  tread  upon 

the  heels  of  every  offence. 

You  have  acted  with  great  propriety  in  ordering  the  demolition 
Private  of  stills  for  distilling  spirits,  the  use  of  which  must  be  pernicious 
■**''*•  in  the  extreme,  and  should  be  prohibited  throughout  your  govern- 

ment ;  and  no  attention  or  pains  should  be  spared  to  prevent  and 
guard  against  the  consumption  of  an  article  no  less  destructive  of 
the  minds  than  of  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

I  have  transmitted  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  that  pan 

of  your  letter  which  relates  to  the  careless  manner  in  which  the 

lists  of  the  convicts  have  been  sent  from  thence  ;  and  I  have 

J .  given  directions  that  an  account  of  all  the  convicts  who  have 

of  Irish        been  or  shall  be  sent  from  that  kingdom  shall  be  r^ularly  made 

convict§.      q^Ij^   together  with  the  terms  of  their  transportation  and  the 

assignment  of  their  services. 

I   enclose  you  the  copy*  of  the  Advocate-General's  opinion 

relative  to  the  difficulties  you  conceive  to  exist  in  convening  a 

.T^geof  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court.     If  I  find  by  the  enquiry  which  I  have 

Admiralty    directed  to  be  made  that  Col.  Ross  has  not  left  any  person  as  his 

Court.         surrogate  in  the  settlement,  I  will  apply  to  the  Lords  of  the 

Admiralty  to  grant  a  Conunission  of  Judge  of  the  Vice- Admiralty 

to  such  person  resident  in  the  settlement  as  you  shall  point  out 

to  me.  Portland. 

The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

GMar.         My  Lord,  Parliament-street,  6th  March,  1797. 

It  having  been  determined  that  the  service  upon  which  it 

was  in  contemplation  to  employ  a  detachment  of  the  corps  at 

present  stationed  in  the  settlement  of  New  South  "Wales  should 

An  onier      ^^^  proceed,  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  acquainting  jour 

^^°dcd       ^race  with  this  determination,  which  renders  it  necessary  that  I 

should  request  of  your  Grace  to  receive  his  Majesty's  pleasure 

for  countermanding  any  orders t  which  may  have  been  given  in 

consequence  of  my  letter  of  the  21st  ultimo,  for  augmenting  the 

said  corps,  and  for  holding  a  detachment  thereof  in  readiness  for 

embarkation.  I  have,  <fec., 

Henry  Dundas. 

Government  and  General  Order. 
10  Mar.  10th  March,  1797. 

At  the  particular  wish  and  desire  of  the  settlers  in  eveiy  part  of 
the  colony,  who  have  long  suffered  themselves  to  be  most  shame- 
fully imposed  on  by  such  people  as  they  have  had  occasion  to  hire 

*  Not  available. 

t  See  Portland's  letter  to  Hunter,  2and  February,  ante,  i>.  19S> 
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to  perfoim  the  various  kinds  of  labour  which  their  farms  required,       1797 
the  Governor  had  thought  proper,  in  order  to  deliver  them  from     lo  Mat. 
a  practice  so  injurious  to  their  industry,  to  direct,  by  an  Order  of  li^j,^JJJ;„. 
the  14th  of  January  last,^  that  the  settlers  inhabiting  the  different  ciwrget. 
districts  should  call  a  meeting,  and  forward  to  him  their  several 
opinions  relative  to  the  rate  of  wages  for  the  different  kinds  of 
labour  which  their  farms  might  require,  and  which  they  were  of 
opinion  they  could  reasonably  afford  to  pay. 

His  Excellency  has  therefore,  from  the  rates  delivered  to  him  ^i'^^'^ 
from  the  different  districts,  been  enabled  to  fix  a  mean  rate,  which 
he  conceives  to  be  fair  and  equitable  between  the  farmer  and  the 
labourer,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : — 

Falling  forest  timber,  per  acre       

Ditto  bmsh  ground,  per  do.  

Bnming  off  open  ground,  per  do 

Ditto  brash  ground,  per  do 

Breaking  up  new  ground,  per  do 

Chipping  fresh  ground,  per  do 

Chipping  in  wheat,  per  do 

Breaking  up  stubble  or  com  ground.  Id.  3  farthings  per 

rod  ;  or,  per  acre  

Planting  Indian  com,  per  acre       

Hilling  ditto,  per  do.  

Reaping  wheat,  per  acre      

Thieshing  ditto,  per  bushel 

Ming  and  husking  Indian  com,  per  do 

Splitting  paling,  7  feet  long,  per  hundred 

Ditto,  5  feet  long,  per  do 

Ditto,  3  feet  long,  per  do 

Sawing  plank,  per  hundred  feet 

Ditching,  per  rod,  3  feet  wide  and  3  feet  deep 

Carriage  of  wheat,  per  mile,  per  bushel 

Ditto  Indian  com,  neat,  per  do 

Yearly  wages  for  labour,  with  board        

Wages  per  week,  with  provisions,  consisting  of  4  lb.  of 

salt  pork,  or  6  lb.  of  fresh,  and  21  lb.  of  wheat, 

with  vegetables 

A  day's  wages,  with  board 

Ditto,  without  hoard 

Do.,  a  Government  man  allowed  to  officers  or  settlers  in 

their  own  time 

Price  of  an  axe  

New  steeling  ditto     

Anew  hoe       ...        

A  sickle  

Hire  of  a  boat  to  carry  grain,  per  day      

It  may  not  be  improper  to  remind  the  settlers  that  in  order  to 
prevent  any  kind  of  dispute  between  the  master  and  servant,  when 

«  Ante,  p.  189. 
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1797      they  have  oocasion  to  hire  a  man  for  any  length  of  time,  that  they 

lOMtf.     "^^^  ^cL  it  highly  proper  and  oonvenient  to  hire  for  a  quarter,  a 

Advi — to     li*lf-year,  or  year,  and  to  make  their  agreement  in  writing,  from 

empioyvxB.    which,  should  any  dispute  arise,  a  Bench  of  Magistrates  will  at  all 

times  be  able  to  settle  it,  the  English  law  b^ng  very  full  and 

dear  on  this  subject. 

Jho.  Hunteb. 


The  Escape  op  Muib.* 

13  Biar.     Thoieas  Muir,  transported  by  the  British  Government  to  Botaoy 

Bay,  reached  Cuba  about  the  beginning  of  this  year.     The  vessel 

The  escape    in  which  he  escaped  carried  him  only  to  Nootka  Sound,  &om 

Mairl**™*"    whence  he  travelled  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  west  coast  of 

America,  and  reached  Panama,  the  Governor  of  which  shewed 

him  every  civility. 

He  crossed  the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  and  went  in  a  ^Moiish 
frigate  to  Cuba ;  but  the  Governor  of  that  place  had  received  a 
letter  from  the  Governor  of  Panama  expressing  doubts  how  far  it 
was  proper  to  suffer  a  man  of  his  pnnciples  to  be  at  large,  and  he 
is  now  confined  on  the  north  side  of  Cuba  till  a  proper  opportunity 
occurs  of  sending  him  to  Spain,  to  let  the  Spanish  Govenunent 
decide  on  his  fate. 


The  War  Office  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Grose. 
Sir,  War  Office,  13th  March,  1797. 

Augmenta-  I  have  the  honor  to  acqt.  you  that  H.M.  has  thought  fit 

NewSouth    ^  countermand  the  orders  given  in  my  letter  of  the  24th,  last 
Wales  Corpe  month,  for  augmenting  the  troops  under  your  command. 

The  officers  who  have  been  appointed,  in  consequence  of  the 
intended  augmentation,  are  to  be  second  in  their  respective  ranks, 
and  are  to  fall  into  vacancies  in  the  establishment  as  they  shall 
occur.  I  am,  <fec., 

W.  Windham. 

GrOVERNMENT  AND   GENERAL  ORDER. 

20  Mar.  20th  March,  1 797. 

Parole — Europe.  Countersign — ^Asia. 

Intercourse  As  great  evils  continue  to  be  felt  from  the  frequent  and  unre- 

ooSdote.      strain'd  passing  and  repassing  of  idle  and  disorderly  persons  from 

one  district  of  the  settlement  to  another,  in  order  to  check  so 

great  a  nuisance  as  much  as  possible,  and  to  break  that  chain 

of  iniquitous   correspondence  which  is  too  frequently  kq>t  up 

•  Reprinted  from  the  OracU  and  Publie  Advertiter  of  ISth  March,  1797. 
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tiiroagh  such  means,  the  Governor  judges  it  necessary  to  remind      17f7 
every  inhabitant  of  the  oolony  that  he  issued  an  Order  against     ^ukt. 
this  impropo*  practice  on  the  2nd  of  Octr.,  1795,"*  in  which  the       — 
constables  and  watchmen  of  the  districts  of  Sydney,  Parramatta,  pMsport 
Tooogabbe,  and  the  Hawkesbory  were  strictly  enjoyn'd  to  examine  v*^vi, 
all  male  and  female  convicts,  and  all  suspicious  persons  whom 
they  might  find  in  either  settlement  not  belonging  thereto,  and 
▼ere  anthoriz'd  to  confine  them  if  not  provided  with  a  written 
pass  signed  by  the  officers  then  authoris'd  to  give  them ;  as  the 
same  evils  then  oomplain'd  of  do  still  prevail,  the  €U>vemor  finds 
it  neoeasary  to  revive  the  above  Order,  and  to  inform  those  who 
may  require  passes  that  they  will  receive  them  from  Captain 
Johnston  (the  Cvovr's  aid-de-camp),  the  officiating  magistrate  of 
Sydney  and  Parramatta,  and  commanding  officer  at  the  Hawkes- 
boiy.    Officers'  servants  will  receive  them  from  their  respective  offloen* 
masters.   And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  when  the  person  having  ■«"^** 
occasion  for  such  pass  shall  arrive  at  the  place  for  which  he 
received  it,  he  is  to  shew  it  immediately  to  the  chief  constable  of 
that  district,  who  will  date  and  countersign  it,  as  a  proof  to  any 
magistrate  who  may  see  it  that  it  was  presented  upon  arrival. 

Jno.  HtniTEiL 


Captain  James  WiLLcocKst  to  Under  Secretary  Eikg. 

No.  4y  Old  Broad-street,  Boyal  Exchange, 
Sir,  24th  March,  1797.         u  lUr. 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  the  ship  Lady  Shore,  chartered 
by  Government  for  the  puqx)ee  of  carrying  convicts  and  troops  to 
Xev  South  Wales,  is  now  lying  at  Ckiivesend,  with  the  female 
oonvicts  on  board,  and  expect  to  receive  the  troops  on  board 
immediateLy.  Finding  there  is  no  sui^eon  appointed  to  go  in  a  mrgoon 
the  ship,  or  medicines  yet  provided,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  ^J^gt^ore, 
aeqosint  you  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  for  fear  of  any  fever 
ngi&g  in  the  ship  amongst  those  people,  that  medicines  and 
medi^  assistance  should  be  provided  for  so  long  a  voyage,  for 
the  welfare  of  the  troops  as  well  as  the  convicts. 

I  have,  &c.^ 
James  Willoocm. 

GovERHOB  Hunter's  Warrant  for  Courts-martial. 

George  R  asMar. 

Whereas  an  Act  has  been  made  and  passed  in  this  present  The  Mutiny 
MBsion  of  Parliament,  entitled  "An  Act  for  Punishing  Mutiny  ^^ 
ftnd  Desertion,  and  for  the  better  Payment  of  the  Army  and 

*VoLU,i».322. 

t  GapUin  Wllkxxte  wu  maiter  and  owner  of  the  tnngport  Lady  Shore. 
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1707 

25  Mar. 


Authority 
to  assemble 
Courts- 
martial. 


The  Articles 
of  War. 


The 

uxecution 
or  remission 
of  the 
sentence. 


Appoint- 
ment of 
Provost- 
Marshal. 


their  Quarters."*  And  whereas  we  have  this  day  been  pleased  to 
establish  Articles  of  War  for  the  better  government  of  all  our 
forces,  which  Act  of  Parliament  and  Articles  of  War  are  hereunto 
annexed ;  we,  for  the  more  effectuallj  carrying  the  purposes  of 
the  said  Act  and  Articles  of  War  into  execution  within  the  limits 
of  your  command,  have  thought  fit  to  direct^  and  wo  do  hereby 
authorize  and  empower  you  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may 
require,  to  convene  or  cause  to  be  assembled  General  Courts- 
martial  for  the  tiial  and  punishment  of  mutiny  and  desertion,  or 
any  other  offence  committed  against  the  rules  of  military  discipline 
by  any  officers  or  soldiers  of  our  forces  under  your  command 
And  we  do  hereby  further  empower  you  to  direct  your  warrant 
to  any  officer,  not  under  the  degree  of  a  Field  Officer,  having 
the  command  of  a  body  of  our  said  forces,  authorizing  him  to 
convene  Courts-martial  for  the  trial  of  offences  committed  by 
any  officer  or  soldier  under  his  command,  every  of  which  Court- 
martial  shall  consist  of  a  president  and  of  a  competent  number 
of  other  officers  who  can  be  conveniently  summoned  to  attend  the 
same,  regard  being  always  had,  as  well  in  the  appointment  of  such 
president  as  in  the  rank  and  quality  of  the  other  officers  composing 
such  Courts-martial,  to  the  rules  prescribed  by  the  said  Act  of 
Parliament  and  Articles  of  War.  And  we  do  hereby  authorize 
and  empower  such  Courts-martial  to  hear  and  examine  all  such 
matters  and  informations  as  shall  be  brought  before  them  touching 
the  misbehaviour  of  any  commissioned  officer,  non-commissioned 
officer,  or  soldier,  by  mutiny,  desertion,  or  otherwise,  as  aforesaid ; 
and  to  proceed  in  the  trial  of  such  charges,  and  in  giving  sentence 
and  awarding  punishment  according  to  the  powers  and  directions 
contained  in  the  said  Act  of  Parliament  and  Articles  of  War. 
And  we  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  you,  when  and  as  often 
as  any  sentence  shall  be  given  and  passed  by  a  General  Court- 
martial  legally  constituted  as  aforesaid,  to  cause  such  sentence  to 
be*  put  in  execution,  or  to  suspend,  mitigate,  or  remit  the  same, 
as  in  your  discretion  your  shall  see  cause.  And  as  there  may  not 
in  any  case  be  a  failure  of  justice  from  the  want  of  a  proper 
person  authorized  to  act  as  Judge- Advocate,  we  do  hereby  further 
empower  you,  in  default  of  a  person  appointed  by  us  or  deputed 
by  the  Judge-Advocate-General  of  our  forces,  or  during  the  ill- 
ness or  occasional  absence  of  the  person  so  appointed  or  deputed, 
to  nominate  and  appoint  a  fit  person  from  time  to  time  for 
executing  the  office  of  Judge- Advocate  at  any  such  Court-martial 
for  the  more  orderly  proceedings  of  the  same.  And  for  enforcing 
the  adjudication  or  sentence  of  every  such  Court-martial  ve  do 
also  give  you  authority  to  appoint  a  Provost-Martial,  to  use  and 
exercise  that  office  as  it  is  usually  practised  in  the  Law  Martial 
And  for  executing  the  several  powers,  matters,  and  things  herein 
expressed,  these  shall  be,  as  well  to  you  as  to  the  said  Courts- 

•  87  Geo.  Ill,  c.  xxxiii. 
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martial  and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  a  sufficient  warrant.  1797 
Given  at  our  Coart  at  St.  James's,  this  25th  day  of  March,  1797,  ssxar, 
in  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  oar  reign. 

To  oar  trasty  and  well-beloved  John  Hunter,  Esq.,  General 
and  Govemor-in>Chief  in  and  over  our  territory  of  New 
South  Wales;  or,  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  our  forces 
there  for  the  time  being. 

By  his  Majesty's  command, 
Portland. 

The  Hon.  W.  Windham  to  The  Patmaster-General. 
Gentlemen,  War  Office,  25th  March,  1797. 

A  detachment  belonging  to  the  corps  serving  in  New 
South  Wales,  consisting  of  the  numbers  specified  in  the  margin,*  Reinforce- 
having  been  ordered  to  embark  for  that  settlement,  I  have  the  ^*^^^ 
honor  to  acquaint  you  therewith,  and  to  signify  to  you  the  King's 
pleasure  that  you  do  issue  subsistence  for  the  said  detachment  for 
twelve  months  in.  advance.  I  have,  &c., 

W,  Windham. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

27th  March,  1797.         27  Mar. 
Parole — Spain.  Countersign — Portugal. 

The  repeated  Orders  which  have  been  given  for  preventing  the  mis- 
chiefs done  to  the  gardens  and  other  inclosurs  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Sjdney,  by  the  hogs  which  have  been  permitted  by  their  owners  to  Destructive 
run  loose  without  yokes  or  rings,  having  produc'd  no  other  effect  than  »"*"»»J«- 
the  shutting  them  up  for  a  day  or  two,  the  Governor  has  thought 
proper,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  better  of  such  public  nuisance, 
to  direct  that  a  pound  be  erected,  into  which  all  hogs  found  in  the  The  fint 
describ'd,  and  forbidden  in  former  Orders,  will  be  driven,  where,  if  p*>**"^- 
not  claim'd  in  twenty-four  hours  after  confinement,  and  the  damages 
either  immediately  paid  or  security  given  to  the  sufferer  (exclu- 
sive of  the  expence  of  pounding  and  feeding),  they  will  be  sold  as 
public  property,  and  the  damages  paid  as  far  as  the  value  of  the 
animal  will  go.     All  pigs  which  may  be  too  young  to  ring  or  yoke 
are  not  to  be  suffer'd  to  go  at  large ;  if  any  person  or  persons  are 
80  inattentive  to  the  Public  Orders  as  to  suffer  them  to  run  loose 
they  will  be  liable  to  the  expence  of  the  damages  they  may  have 
done. 

It  is  necessary  to  add  that  all  hogs  which  may  be  yok'd  and  The  penalty, 
ring'd,  if  found  in  any  garden  or  inclosure,  or  doing  mischief  to  the 
concerns  of  the  inhabitants,  will  be  pounded,  and  the  damages 
they  may  have  done  must  be  paid  by  the  owners. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

*  1  adjutant,  3  serjeanta,  07  priTate  men. 
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Sib  Joseph  Banks  to  Goyerbtor  Hunter.     (Baxiks  P&per&) 

My  Dear  Sir,  Soho  Square,  30th  Mardi,  1797. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  state  in  which  you  found  your 
colony,  and  I  felt  infinite  satLrfaction  in  reading  your  aecoont  of 
it.  I  know  it  will  prove  an  incentiye  to  you  to  press  forward  the 
improvements.  The  climate  and  soil  are  in  my  own  opinion 
superior  to  most  which  have  yet  been  settled  by  Europeans.  I 
have  always  maintained  that  assertion,  grounded  on  my  own 
experience,  but  have  been  uniformly  contradicted  except  by  Govr. 
Philips,  till  your  last  favors  have  taken  away  all  doubts  from 
the  minds  of  those  who  have  been  permitted  to  peruse  theuL 

You  have  a  prospect  before  you  of  no  small  interest.  To  the 
feeling  mind  a  colony  just  emerging  from  the  miseries  to  which 
new  colonists  are  uniformly  subjected,  to  your  abililnes  it  is  left 
to  model  the  rising  State  into  a  happy  nation,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  you  will  effect  your  purpose.  Here  matters  are  different 
We  have  of  late  seen  too  many  symptoms  of  declining  prosperity 
not  to  feel  an  anxious  wish  for  better  times.  I  keep  up  my 
spirits  and  those  of  my  family  as  well  as  I  am  able,  but  in  troth, 
my  dear  sir,  could  it  be  done  by  Fortunatus's  ydshing-cup,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  I  should  this  day  remove  myself  and  family  to  your 
quarters  and  ask  for  a  grant  of  land  on  the  banks  of  the  Hawks- 
bury.     My  next,  I  hope,  will  state  better  hopes. 

The  recovery  of  your  cattle — for  I  consider  them  to  be  recovered 
tho'  they  are  not  caught — is  a  matter  of  no  inconsiderable  importr 
ance  to  you.  I  see  the  future  prospect  of  empires  and  dominions 
which  now  cannot  be  disappointed.  Who  knows  but  that  England 
may  revive  in  New  South  Wales  when  it  has  sunk  in  Europe. 

Whenever  prosperity  returns,  I  shall  solicit  the  King  to  estab- 
lish a  botanist  with  you.  The  plants  we  have  received,  which 
are  now  tolerably  numerous,  make  a  most  elegant  addition  to  the 
gardens.  I  trust,  good  sir,  that  when  you  make  your  excursions, 
or  when  you  send  parties  into  new  districts,  you  will  not  forget  that 
Kew  Garden  is  the  first  in  Europe,  and  that  its  B.oyal  Master  and 
Mistress  never  fail  to  receive  personal  satisfaction  from  every  plant 
introduced  there  from  foreign  parts  when  it  comes  to  perfection. 

Respecting  the  political  state  of  things  here,  it  \a  nearly  the 
same  as  when  you  left  it.  Pit  rules.  Fox  grumbles,  the  French 
beat  all  whom  they  attack,  and  the  King  of  Prussia  threatens  ail 
who  assist  the  Emperor  The  chief  change  is  made  by  the  death 
of  the  Empress  of  Russia.  The  new  emperor  seems  honest  and 
inclined  to  peace.  The  best  hope  we  have,  however,  is  that  he 
wUI  keep  the  King  of  Prussia  in  some  check.  From  Prussia, 
however,  peace  is  to  come  at  last,  for  he  is  the  only  power  situate 
near  the  seat  of  war  who  is  not  exhausted.  As  soon  as  it  comes 
you  shall  hear  from  me.  I  am  a  bird  of  peace.  My  business  as  an 
encourager  of  the  transport  of  plants  from  one  country  to  another 


A.  USTTEB  EEOM  SYDNEY.  ^3 

is  sBflpended  daring  war,  and  then,  as  I  am  no  politiciaiiy  I  am  the      1717 
hast  employed  vhen  all  other  people  are  in  huny  and  bostla  soiur. 

Accept  my  best  thanks  for  the  favor  of  your  oorrespondenoe. 
Be  assured  I  pat  a  full  value  upon  the  continuance  of  your  friend- 
ship, and  believe  me,  as  I  in  truth  am,  with  real  regard  and 
esteem.  Yours,  &c,        Jos.  BAirKS. 


Unbbr  Secbetaby  Kikg  to  The  Transport  Commissioners. 
Gentlemen,  Whitehall,  2nd  April,  1797.         2Aik1L 

Ensign  Prater,  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  being  under  Enaign 
orders  to  join  the  said  corps  at  New  South  Wales,  I  am  (Greeted  ^*"*"- 
by  the  I>uke  of  Portland  to  desire  that  you  will  agree  with  the 
captain  of  the  Lady  Shore,  transport,  to  convey  Ensign  Prater  to 
New  South  Wales  on  board  that  ship,  if  she  has  not  already  sailed. 

I  am,  &a,        J.  Ejlng. 

Letters  prom  Sydney.* 

London,  8th  ApriL         8  April. 
The  settlement  of  Sydney  prospers.     They  are  constantly  ex-  promat 
tending  their  boundary  of  cultivation.     Their  last  harvest  has  °*«^^,^^^ 
been  most  abundant,  and  they  say  they  will  want  nothing  from 
EtLTope  but  salt  meat.     They  have  unexpectedly  recovered  a  most 
Talnable  prize  of  live  stock.     A  boat's  crew  having  landed  some 
^e  ago  in  a  creek  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  Cove 
in  search  of  fresh  water,  were  surprised  by  a  voice  in  English, 
directing  them  where  they  might  find  a  spring.     They  found  a 
convict  man  who  had  run  away  from  the  settlement  five  years 
before,  and  resided  with  the  natives  ever  since,  t     They  took  him 
back  to  the  Cove,  but  he  gave  them  the  important  information 
that  a  number  of  stray  cattle  herded  in  a  valley  near  to  where 
he  was  found.     Five  cows  and  two  bulls  had  strayed  from  the  The  lost 
settlement  in  1788,  and  it  was  of  the  utmost  consequence  to^***** 
recover  them. 

In  consequence,  the  Governor  and  a  select  party  set  out  in 
aeardi.     After  three  days'  march,  when  halting  during  the  night, 
as  they  lay  on  the  grass  they  heard  the  bellowing  of  cattle,  and 
at  the  dawning  of  day  discovered  a  herd  of  bulls  and  cows, 
amounting  to  sixty-one  in  number,  a  wonderful  increase  in  eight 
years.    They  were  extremely  wild  and  vicious.     They  had  taken 
possession  of  a  most  fertile  valley,  and  they  seemed  determined  ibe  onr- 
to  refflst  all  invaders.     A  bull,  fierce  and  of  great  size,  made  an  JJJ^J^ 
attack  on  the  party  with  such  obstinacy  that  they  were  obliged  Hunter, 
to  shoot  him.     He  took  six  balls  through  the  body  before  they 
dnist  approach  him ;  but  in  revenge  they  eat  a  beef-steak  cut 

*  Reprinted  from  Saunderi^s  Newt-Letter,  Wedneeday,  12th  April,  1797. 
t  Thita  man's  name  waa  Wilaon.    C:k>llina  alludes  to  him  frequently. 
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from  his  rump  on  the  spot.  The  Governor  would  not  suffer  them 
to  be  removed  from  the  place  they  had  chosen  for  their  habitation, 
as  a  few  years  will  give  them  a  wonderful  increase ;  but  in  the 
meantime  they  are  carefully  watched. 


Penalty  for 
disobedience 


Government  and  General  Order. 

11th  April,  1797. 
Parole — Law.  Countersign — Justice. 
Many  complaints  having  been  made,  not  only  of  the  exorbitant 
demands  made  by  the  public  bakers  upon  those  who  are  under  the 
necessity  of  employing  them,  but  of  the  impositions  practised  in  the 
quality  as  well  as  quantity  of  the  bread  returned  in  lieu  of  the 
flour  or  grain  delivered  to  them,  the  Governor  has  directed  that  the 
Judge-Advocate  and  two  other  magistrates  do  hold  n  meeting  for 
the  purpose  of  investigating  this  business,  as  well  as  for  examining 
and  regulating  the  weights  and  measures  at  present  in  use  thro'out 
the  colony.  Jno.  Huntkb. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

Uth  April,  1797. 
Parole — Cropping.  Countersign — Season. 

The  rate  of  wages  for  the  different  kinds  of  labor  having  been 
established  agreeable  to  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  the  settlers  In 
all  the  districts  in  the  colony,'*  it  becomes  necessary  that  the 
strictest  attention  be  paid  by  all  who  are  concerned  in  farming  to 
those  established  rates,  and  no  longer  to  suffer  themselves  to  be 
imposed  upon. 

The  Governor,  having  much  reason  to  suspect  that  there  are 
some  settlers  in  the  colony  who,  notwithstanding  the  bond  they 
have  given  that  they  will  rigidly  attend  to  the  rates  of  wages 
already  establish'd,  do  attempt  in  some  way  or  other  to  evade  this 
necessary  regulation,  which  evasion  must  operate  to  the  injury  of 
other  industrious  men. 

The  Governor  has  therefore,  the  more  readily  to  detect  so 
shamefuU  a  practice,  judged  it  requisite  to  hold  out  a  reward  to 
those  who  will  come  forward  and  give  such  information  as  may  be 
sufficient  to  convict  those  who  shall  act  so  improper  a  party  by 
promising  that  one-third  of  the  forfeit  money  shall  be  paid  to  the 
informer.  This  is  a  regulation  which,  his  Excellency  is  of  opinion, 
the  settlers  cannot  but  approve. 

It  is  also  desired  that  any  settler  or  other  person  having 
occasion  to  hire  laborers  do  give  immediate  information  of  any 
laboring  man  who,  offering  himself  for  hire,  shall  refuse  to  axsoept 
the  regulated  prices  for  labor  already  settled ;  such  persons,  being 
incapable  of  living  in  this  country  without  work,  will  be  immedi- 
ately apprehended  and  prosecuted  as  a  vagrant  who  has  no  visible 
means  of  living.  Jno.  Hunter. 

•  Ante,  pp.  189, 197. 
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War  Office  to  The  Paymaster-General.  vm 

Sir,  War  Office,  24th  April,  1797.        a*  April. 

Lt.-Col.  Grose  having  been  entitled  by  the  terms  of  his 
letter  of  service  for  augmenting  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  under  Augfinenta- 
his  comm'd,  to  the  nomination  of  officers  in  augmentation  thereof,  south  Wales 
in  aid  of  the  expence  of  this  levy,  and  there  being  a  supernumerary  Corps, 
captain  in  that  corps,  it  has  been  thought  expedient  that  the 
company  now  vacant,  and  to  which  the  commandant  was  to  have 
recommended  as  above  mentioned,  should  be  appropriated  to  the 
supernumerary  captain,*  and  that  the  com't  should  be  indemnified 
for  the  value  of  the  promotion  thereto ;  I  am  therefore  to  signify 
to  you  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  you  do  issue  to  Messrs.  Cox 
and  Greenwood,  agents  to  the  corps  before  mentioned,  the  sum 
of  £900,  and  that  you  do  charge  the  same  against  the  account 
thereof  for  the  current  year.  I  have,  &c., 

W.  Windham. 

The  Soldiers  on  the  Ladt  Shore.  iMa.y. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  purser  of  the  Lady  Shore,  on  her 
way  to  Port  Jackson,  addressed  to  his  father,  the  Rev.  John 
Black,  May  1st,  1797. 
I  sincerely  wish  (as  do  all  the  ship's  company)  that  we  were  now 
laying  at  Port  Jackson,  delivering  our  precious  cargo,  instead  of 
Torbay,  for  the  soldiers  are  the  most  disagreeable,  mutinous  set  of  soidien  on 
TiUains  that  ever  entered  into  a  ship.      Two  of  the  Serjeants  Ibon^^ 
behared  so  ill  that  Captain  Willcocksf  was  obliged  to  insist  upon 
tlieir  commanding  officer  confining  them  in  irons,  for  they  have 
their  own  officers  on  board,  and  the  captain  and  officers  of  the  ship 
have  no  power  over  them.     Major  Semple^  is  a  quiet  sort  of  man,  ici^or 
and  I  have  no  doubt  will  behave  like  a  gentleman,  and  give  us  no  ^®°*p'®' 
trouble.     He  was  some  days  since  applied  to  by  two  of  the  villains 
to  know  if  he  would  head  them  in  an  attempt  to  seize  the  ship 
after  they  should  get  well  out  to  sea,  and  had  left  the  convoy,  one 
of  them,  at  the  same  time,  telling  him  this  was  the  eighth  time  he 
had  embarked  for  Botany  Bay  without  reaching  it,  and  he  was 
determined  he  would  not  this  time,  and  that  he  was  sent  on  board 
by  force  from  a  police  officer.     This  was  immediately  reported  to 
the  officers  of  the  ship  by  Semple,  in  consequenee  of  which  the 
soldiers  vow  vengeance  against  him,  threatening  to  throw  him  over- 
board the  first  opportunity. '^§ 

*  Csptalii  Prentice. 

t  Uasfeer  of  the  Lady  Shore. 

I  Uajor  Semple  (or  aa  he  tAgned  himself,  Major  Semple  Lisle)  was  a  notorious  swindler 
wiu>  had  held  Commissions  in  the  French  and  Austrian  armies.  Upon  conviction  for  some 
pett^  crime  he  waa  sentenced  to  transportation,  and  endeavoured,  unsuocenfully,  to  commit 

I  The  soldiers^  mutiny  on  board  the  Lsdy  Shore  took  place  1st  August^  1797.  Post,  pp. 
3ei-897attd41S-415. 
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GOTSSNUENT  AJffD  GbHBRAL  OkDER. 

2nd  May,  1797. 
Parole — Margate.  Countersign — Sandwich. 

The  paling  in  of  the  spring,  a  work  of  much  advantage  to  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sydney,  being  now  completed,  this 
public  notice  is  given  that  none  may  plead  ignorance.  Whoever 
shall  be  known  to  loosen  or  take  down  any  of  the  paling  at  the 
bottom  of  those  gardens  which  are  near  the  spring,  or  any  part  of 
that  which  surrounds  it,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  fr^  water 
without  going  to  the  tanks  for  it,  or  for  any  other  purpose  whal^ 
ever,  the  house  to  which  that  paling  belongs,  or  is  nearest  to, 
shall  be  immediately  pull'd  down,  let  who  may  be  its  owner; 
and  whoever  shall  be  known  to  take  water  from  the  stream  in  any 
other  way  than  at  the  tanks  will  be  secur'd  and  carried  before  a 
magistrate,  who  will  order  that  punishment  which  a  disobedience 
of  Public  Orders  and  regulations  may  deserve.  Particular  persons 
will  be  directed  frequently  to  inspect  the  fences  all  round  the 
streams ;  it  will  therefore  be  necessary  that  all  who  live  oppc^ite  or 
near  it  should  every  day  examine  the  fences  of  their  gardens,  keep 
them  in  constant  repair,  and  endeavour  to  prevent  that  filth  and 
dirt  which  has  so  often  been  found  in  and  about  the  tanks,  and 
which  may  have  been  the  chief  cause  of  some  of  those  fluxes  and 
other  disorders  of  which  several  have  lately  died.^ 

Jno.  Hunteb. 

LlEUTEWAlfT-GoVERNOR  KiNG  TO   SbCRETABY  NkPEAIT. 

Sir,  London,  9th  May,  1797. 

Considering  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information 
of  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  of  my  reasons  for 
returning  to  England,  I  have  enclosed  Governor  Hunter's  official 
letter  on  that  subject,  which  I  hope  will  meet  your  Lordship's 
approbation. 

The  benefit  I  have  already  derived  from  the  voyage,  and  the 
advice  of  the  faculty  here,  I  hope  will  soon  enable  me  to  continue 
my  utmost  efforts  in  any  situation  that  his  Majesty's  service  may 
require. 

The  Britannia  being  chartered  by  Governor  Hunter  to  return 

to  England,  he  allowed  that  ship  to  call  for  me  at  Norfolk  Island. 

The  voyage.  I  embarked  from  thence  the  22nd  last  October,  arrived  at  the  Cape 

the  15th,  and  left  it  the  26th  Jan'y,  in  the  Contractor,  East  India 

ship,  and  arrived  at  Plymouth  the  6th  inst't.     I  have,  kc, 

Philip  Gidley  Kikg. 

[Enclosure.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  Lieutenant-Governor  King. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  7th  August,  1796. 

Captain  Trotter,  of  the  American  brig,  Susan,  having  very 

obligingly  offered  to  land  any  dispatches  I  might  have  for  Norfolk 

Ante,  pp.  10|  11. 
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Island,  I  aTul  myaelf  of  that  opportnnitj  to  acknowledge  tlie      19f7 
leoeipt  of  jonr  letters  of  the  14th  Julj,  bj  the  Francis,  Colonial      tn^,, 
schooner,  together  with  your  pablic  dispatcheB   for  hia   Grace  ^^^^r^ 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  which  shall  be  forwarded  by  the  earliest  letten. 
conyepuice. 

I  am  eztremelj  concerned  at  the  very  distressing  state  of  jonr 
health,  and  much  as  I  shall  regret  joor  departure  fr<Hn  the  island,  ?J^^^? 
on  which  you  have  so  long,  and  with  so  much  zeal  in  the  public 
aervioe,  commanded,  I  cannot  refuse  my  perfect  c(m8ent  to  your 
embTadng  any  opportunity  which  may  offer  for  your  early  return 
to  England.  Tou  will  leave  with  the  officer  who  may  succeeed 
to  the  command  such  copy  of  your  instructians  as  will  be  requi- 
site for  his  guidance  in  the  direction  of  the  public  concerns  of  the 
island  and  ci  his  Majesty's  service  generally. 

Ph>per  attention  shall  be  paid  to  the  recommendations  yon  have 
offered  in  favour  of  particular  persons,  and  that  pardon  extended 
which  yon  think  them  so  highly  meriting.       I  am,  ifca, 

John  Hunteb. 

GOVBRNMENT  AND  GbHERAL  OrDSB. 

13th  May,  1797.         izmy. 
Parole — Respect  Countersign — ^Lawa 

Whereas  John  Jeweson,  Joseph  Saunders,  John  Wilson,  and 
Moses  Williams  have  at  various  times  and  opportunitys  absconded  Absoonden. 
from  the  situation  in  which  they  have  been  placed,  and  from  the 
work  which  it  was  then  their  duty  to  have  performed,  and  are  at 
this  time  emplo/d  in  committing  depredations  upon  defenceless 
settlers  «id  others  who  live  at  a  distance  from  any  protection: 
And  whereas,  in  the  many  robberys  and  crueltys  which  have 
lately  been  practised  upon  the  above  defenceless  people  by 
nmnerous  bodys  of  the  natives,*  in  depriving  them  of  their  live 
stock,  burning  their  houses,  and  destroying  in  a  few  minutes  the 
▼hole  fruits  of  their  former  industry,  as  well  as  wounding  and 
sometimes  murdering  them,  there  is  some  reason  to  believe,  from 
white  men  having  been  seen  frequently  at  such  times  amongst  in  imgae 
them,  that  soch  acts  of  violence  have  generally  been  advis'd  and  ]j[^y^* 
assisted  by  the  abovenam'd  deserters,  who,  having  absconded  from 
their  duty,  can  have  no  other  means  of  living. 

This  public  notice  is  given  from  an  opinion  that  it  may  reach  . 
the  knowledge  of  those  who  are  the  subject  of  it.  That  the 
said  John  Jeweson,  Joseph  Saunders,  John  Wilson,  and  Moses 
Willutms  do  not  within  the  space  of  fourteen  days  from  the  date 
hereof  deliver  themselves  up  to  the  nearest  peace  officer  they  will 
be  oQDsider'd  as  having  lost  the  protection  of  his  Majesty  and  the 


*  CoDins  (toI.  2,  ]i.  M)  ttetes  that  Hunter  Mmooneed  hit  intention,  if  ray  of  the  nmtlves 
coold  be  ceoglit  In  the  act  of  robUnr  the  lettlen,  to  hang  one  of  them  in  dieina  npon  the 
*pot  ■•  a  terror  to  the  others.    Bat  thie  intention,  apparently,  was  not  acted  upon. 


208 


HISTORICAL  BECOBDS  OP  NEW  SOUTH  WALBS. 


1797 

13  Hay. 
Outlawed. 


Efforts  to 
aR60tthe 
absoonden. 


aid  of  the  law  ;  consequently,  if  taken,  will  be  considered  not  only 
accessory  to  the  death  of  those  natives  who  may  suffer  in  the 
unlawful  plunder  already  mentioned,  but  as  accomplices  yriik 
them  in  the  mischiefs  and  crueltys  so  frequently  committed  by 
them,  and  be  liable  to  be  immediately  executed  without  the  form 
of  a  trial,  having  by  their  unlawful  conduct  forfeited  the  protec- 
tion of  those  wholesome  laws  under  which  they  have  been  bom 
and  bred. 

It  is  scarsely  necessary  to  advise  all  the  inhabitants  of  this 
colony  to  do  their  utmost  to  secure  or  to  give  information  how 
those  villians  may  be  secur'd,  who  are  so  great  a  pest  to  the 
industrious.  It  is  to  be  hop'd  and  believ'd  that  every  honest  man 
knows  it  to  be  a  duty  he  owes  to  the  whole  community  to  do  so ; 
and  they  are  hereby  strictly  enjoyn'd,  as  they  value' the  peace  and 
security  of  their  respective  dwellings,  to  use  every  meanK  in  their 
power  for  the  detection  of  the  abovenam'd  peopla* 

Given  at  Sydney,  13th  May,  1797.  Jno.  Hunteb. 


Secretary  Nepean  to  Lieutenant-Governor  King. 
15  May.        Sir,  15th  May,  1797. 

Lieut-  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  with  its  enclo- 

Oovernor      sures,  accounting  for  your  return  to  England,  and  I  have  laid  the 
same  before  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'ty.     I  am,  &c, 

E.  Nepean. 


Certificates 
of  freedom. 


17  May. 


Sursfeon 
Balmain. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

15th  May,  1797. 
Parole — Sobriety.  Countersign — Diligence. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  certificates  will  be  granted  at  the 
Commissary's  office,  at  Sydney,  on  Friday,  the  2nd  June,  to  such 
as  appear  to  have  completed  their  term  of  servitude  in  this 
country ;  as  soon  after  which  as  possible  such  slops  as  the  store 
can  afford  will  be  issued  to  those  who  continue  in  the  service  d 
Government,  of  which  time  public  notice  will  be  given. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

17th  May,  1797. 
Parole — Ganges.  Countersi^ — Britannia. 

His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  by  Commission,  t  Wm. 
Balmain,  Esq.,  to  be  the  principal  surgeon  to  this  colony  and  its 
dependencies,  in  the  room  of  John  White,  Esq.,  who  has  resigned. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

*  One  of  the  convicts  in  the  followinjc  month  gave  himself  up,  and  another  wm  taken  and 
lodged  in  confinement ;  they  appeared  to  be  half-starved.— Collins,  vol.  ii,  p.  40. 
t  Ante,  p.  70. 
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19th  May,  1797.         wn^-. 
Parole— Long  live.  Countersign — ^The  Queen. 

The  inoonvenience  which  we  daily  experience  through  the  want 
of  that  assistance  necessary  for  completing  the  public  gaol  obliges  T>ie  PjbUc 
the  GoFemor  to  call  a  second  time  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Sydney  ^n«y. 
for  their  aid  in  the  finishing  this  necessary  building.  Thatch  being 
the  article  principally  wanted,  his  Excellency  requires  that  the 
inhabitants  of  each  house  do  furnish  twenty-four  large  bundles  of 
grass,  and  bring  them  to  the  goal  in  the  space  of  ten  days ;  the 
officers,  civil  and  military,  havina^  servants  from  Grovemment  to 
ftimish  each  fifty  bundlesj and  such  of  the  non-commissioned  officers 
and  others  of  the  military  who  have  servants  allowed  will  furnish 
the  same  quantity  as  the  other  inhabitants.  Jno.  Hunter. 


Sib  Johk  Sinclair  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 
Board  of  Agriculture, 
My  Loid  Duke,  Whitehall,  20th  May,  1797.         aonny. 

The  Board  of  Agriculture  being  desirous  of  procuring  an 
accoont  of  the  improvements  that  have  taken  place  in  his  Majesty's  The 
colony  of  New  South  Wales  during  the  last  four  years,  and  some  JJSSSSirL 
memhers  of  the  Board  having  informed  us  that  your  Grace  has 
i^<^ived  various  returns  from  that  country  containing  the  acres 
planted  in  oom  and  other  provisions,  the  number  of  cattle,  sheep, 
<^e.,and  certain  experiments  made  upon  [MS.  torn]  and  other  objects 
of  caJtiTation,  I  am  requested  to  make  application  to  you,  desiring 
to  be  favoured  with  copies  of  any  such  communication  as  you  may 
think  proper  to  be  laid  before  the  Board ;  and  as  it  may  possibly  be» 
ui  our  power  to  suggest  some  hints  which  may  be  of  use  to  the 
progress  of  the  colony,  I  trust  your  Grace  will  consider  it  to  be  of 
public  service  to  oommunicate  to  us  that  information  which  can  ba 
oar  only  object  in  making  the  application.     I  have,  <fec., 

John  Sinclair. 

GoYEKNOR  Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  King. 
Bear  Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  Ist  June,  1797.         i  Jan«- 

My  public  letters  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  passing  thro' 
your  hands  will  very  fully  inform  you  of  aX\  the  circumstances 
▼hich  I  have  judged  it  necessary  his  Grace  shon'd  be  made 
acquainted  with  relative  to  the  concerns  ci  this  colony.  I  have 
complained  of  the  innumerable  difficultys  which  have  somehow  Hwiter'8 
or  other  been  placed  in  the  way  of  my  endeavours  to  fulfil  his  ^w^^^i"*"- 
Majesty^  commands,  and  altiio'  I  have  not  said  near  so  much  on 
thofle  unpleasant  subjects  as  the  magnitude  of  my  embarrass- 
ments wou'd  have  warranted,  yet  I  trust  his  Grace  will  observe 

VOL,  III — 0 
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1797       that  there  has  been  great  cause  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  dis- 

ijune.     coverys  I  have  made,  and  place  them  to  that  account  only  to 

which  they  properly  belong,  for  the  whole  of  my  time  has  been 

occupied  in  struggling  to  surmount  them  for  the  present,  and  in 

suggesting  means  for  removing  them  finally  in  due  time  from  the 

colony. 

Expeiyesof       When  you  come  to  examine  the  expences  of  this  settlement 

ecoon>.    g'j^^^  j^  numbers  became  considerable,  or  since  1792,  you  will 

say  it  has  not  answer'd  the  expectation  of  Government.     But,  sir, 

I  feel  no  difficulty  in  declaring  it  to  be  my  opinion  that  such 

disappointment  lias  not  proceeded  from  the  nature  of  the  country, 

but  from  other  causes.     There  has  not  been  any  land  cleared  on 

the  public  account  since  the  above  period ;  the  people  had  been 

otherwise  dispos'd  of,  and  the  best  lands  now  in  cultivation  is 

the  property  of  individuals.     I  have  already  said  what  were  the 

advantages  derived  to  the  colony  by  the  aid  afforded  from  the 

public  servants  to  oflicers  upon  their  farms — the  labourers  were 

better  looked  after,  and  the  live  stock  was  preserved.     But  there 

Improper     were  at  the  same  time  considerable  numbers  of  convicts  dispersed 

o?conv!ct8.  about  in  various  ways,  so  as  to  have  been  completely  lost  to  the 

public.     Had  those  who  had  been  so  improperly  dispos'd  of  been 

employed  on  Government's  land  already  cleared,  and  in  clearing 

more  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  there 

would  not  now  have  been  the  occasion  to  purchase  so  much  grain 

as  we  find  at  this  time  unavoidable  ;  but  had  that  been  the  case, 

it  wou'd  have  ruin'd  the  expectation  of  officers  and  settlers,  whose 

interest  appears  to  have  b€«n  more  considered. 

Hunter's  When  I  arrived  in  the  country  I  saw  only  the  fair  side  of 

impreasions.  everything,  and  wrote  from  what  I  saw ;  but  after  I  had  been 

long  enough  to  look  round  me  and  to  give  some  occasional  orders, 

it  had  been  observed  by  some,  who  might  not  probably  have  been 

pleas'd  with  the  discovery,  that  the  public  interest  and  a  strict 

attention  to  my  instructions  were  my  principal  objects.     It  was 

also  observed  that  I  had  no  intention  to  employ  the  servants  of 

Government  in  clearing  and  laying  out  a  valuable  farm  for  my 

own  advantage  and  emolument,  a  circumstance  which  was  once 

recommended  to  me,  and  which  I  might  in  due  time  have  dispos'd 

He  of  for  my  own  benefit.     It  was  consequently  thought  improper 

of'want'of    that  I  should  receive  any  more  information  relative  to  the  colony 

support       than  I  might  be  able  to  collect  from  my  own  observation  ;  this 

none  cou'd  prevent,  and  this  I  have  been  oblig'd  to  depend  upon 

and  to  act  from.    To  account  for  the  want  of  that  information 

which  wou'd  have  enabled  me  to  act  with  the  more  certainty,  it  is 

only  necessary  to  say  that  the  interest  of  Government  and  that  of 

many  of  its  officers  here  were  in  direct  opposition  to  each  other, 

and  my  not  chusing  to  follow  the  prevailing  practice  was  enough 

to  create  jealousy. 
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Bj  the  steps  which  I  have  lately  taken,  and  which  when  I      1797 
can  receive  sufficient  strength  I  mean  to  pursue,  if  no  change     uune. 
takes  place  in  my  instructions,  I  trust  I  shall  soon  have  as  much  q^^JJ^  „* 
ground  in  cultivation  on  GJovemment  account  as  will  prevent  the  fanning, 
necessity  of  purchasing  to  such  an  extent  from  individuals  grain 
of  any  kind. 

Had  the  numbers  which  I  have  found  had  been  so  long  scat- 
tered about  the  country,  and  employed  by  private  persons,  been 
kckily  kept  together  and  employed  in  raising  the  buildings  for  Public 
public  use  so  much  wanted  at  this  time,  much  expence  would  ^"^^'^^'^^ 
have  been  sav^d  to  Grovemment ;  but  as  you  will  see  by  some  of 
the  official  letters  how  far  this  important  consideration  has  been 
delay'd,  I  need  not  say  more  upon  it  here. 

You  will  admit,  my  dear  sir,  that  I  might,  with  ease  to  myself, 
if  I  thought  it  right,  represent  the  fair  side  only  of  what  I  have 
to  mention,  and  leave  his  Majesty's  minister  in  the  dark  respect- 
ing many  matters  highly  proper  for  his  information,  and  to  the 
enabling  him  with  the  more  ease  and  certainty  to  give  necessary 
instructions  to  the  Governor  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony  ;  but  I 
have  thought  it  an  indispensible  part  of  my  duty  to  be  clear  and 
candid  in  what  I  represent.  I  have  done  so  without  exaggeration  CJandid 
and  without  any  wish  to  censure  the  manners  of  others,  but  "^ 
determined,  as  far  as  integrity  and  truth  will  go,  to  defend  my 
own  endeavours  against  all  bombastical  speculative  opinions,  of 
which  some  disappointed  person  has  taken  the  liberty  of  sending 
one,  I  understand,  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  of  which  you  will 
observe  I  have  taken  public  notice.  There  is  not  a  person  in  this 
colony  whose  opinions  I  hold  in  greater  contempt  than  I  do  this  Hunter  and 
busybody's,  because  I  have  ever  observed  that  under  the  most  ***  ^' 
specious  and  plausible  of  them  there  has  always  been  covered  a 
self-interested  motive.  No  man  can  possibly  defend  him  in  this 
instp^ice,  because  it  was  his  duty  to  have  laid  his  opinions,  if  for 
*^  J  good  of  this  colony,  before  me ;  but  it  is  clear  that  he  was 
unwilling  my  observations  upon  them  should  at  the  same  time  be 
laid  before  his  Maj's  minister,  lest  they  should  appear,  thro'  them, 
of  less  weight.  I  know  not  what  they  are,  but  I  will  venture  to 
say  that  his  conduct  on  this  occasion  is  such  as  to  merit  the  most 
mark'd  reproof,  for  it  is  an  attempt  to  undervalue  the  authority 
of  the  Governor,  an  authority  which  I  trust  his  Majesty's  minister 
will  not  suffer  to  be  diminished  to  gratify  any  man  in  this  country 
who  may  be  engaged  in  the  ruinous  traffic  so  much  complained  of 
in  my  public  letters,  and  which  I  am  doing  all  I  can  to  get  the 
better  of.* 

The  introduction  of  this  destructive  trade,  which  took  place  The  liquor 
since  the  departure  of  Gov'r  Phillip,  has  done  immense  mischief,  ****^- 

^  See  Captain  Macartbur's  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  ante,  p.  181,  to  whlob,  evidently, 
Hmitw  here  refers 
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Officers 
as  traders. 


The 

correction 
of  abuses. 


Phillip's 
regulations, 


abolished 
by  Qrose. 


Revival  of 
thedvil 


and^  by  the  ruin  of  many  of  the  oldest  settlers,  has  retarded  the 
progress  of  industry  aaiongst  that  class  of  people,  who  were  befcMre 
sober  and  laboured  hard  ;  but  spirituous  liq^uors,  which  has  been 
a  principal  article  of  trade,  has  completed  the  ruin  of  many  who 
might  have  been  perfectly  independent.  This  spirit  for  trade, 
which  I  must  ever  consider  in  the  manner  it  is  carried  on  here  to 
be  highly  disgraee&dl  to  men  who  hold  in  their  hand  a  Commission 
signed  by  his  Majesty,  has  been  carried  so  far  that  it  has  now 
reached  all  the  inferior  appointments,  so  that  it  has  absorbed  all 
their  time  and  attention,  and  the  public  duty  of  their  respective 
offices  are  entirely  neglected,  to  the  no  snu&ll  injury  of  kia 
Majesty's  service  ;  but  although  I  may  lose  popularity  amongst 
the  traders,  their  recommendation^  be  assur'd,  I  am  not  covetous 
of.  I  have  resolved  to  correct,  as  far  as  I  can,  many  such  abuaes. 
I  have  not  assistance  sufficient ;  it  is  too  much  for  any  one  man 
to  manage  in  our  extended  state,  and  with  our  abandoned  and 
profligate  manners  and  conduct  to  see  and  direct  every  little 
department. 

The  last  summer  having  been  excessively  sultry  and  dry,  my 
anxiety  induced  me  to  attempt  travelling  more  than  my  strength 
was  equal  to,  and  I  have  but  lately  recover'd  from  a  dangerous 
fever,  which,  having  fallen  into  my  left  leg,  was  probably  the  means 
of  saving  my  life,  but  has  made  me  a  cripple  for  some  little  time 
to  come. 

Had  the  original  regulations  of  Gov'r  Phillip,  as  they  atood 
when  I  left  the  colony  in  1791,  remained,  with  such  alterations  or 
amendments  as  the  various  existing  circumstances  might  have 
rendered  necessary,  I  should  have  known  at  once  what  I  had  to 
do  ;  but  to  find  upon  my  arrival  in  1795  that  the  whole  had  been 
abolish'd  as  soon  as  he  departed,  I  own  surprized  me.  There 
surely  were  some  good  rules  amongst  those  he  had  established ; 
and  I  can  venture  to  say  from  my  own  knowledge  that  there  was 
order  and  discipline  in  the  colony  then,  and  not  near  ao  many 
robberys.  But  by  this  rather  too  sudden  and  indicate  abolition 
of  those  regulations,  which  certainly  had  the  appearance  of  a 
reflection  on  the  conduct  and  measures  of  that  gentleman,  we 
wou'd  suppose  there  had  not  been  one  fit  to  be  continued. 

The  whole  concerns  of  the  colony,  i£  I  have  been  rightly  in- 
formed, were  taken  into  the  hands  of  the  military.  Appearances 
when  I  arrived  indicated  this  to  be  the  case ;  but  as  soon  as  I 
had  time,  not  approving  of  this  system,  and  considering  it  as 
not  agreable  to  the  intention  of  his  Majesty,  and  contrary  to  the 
design  of  Parliament,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  alter  it,  and  to  reinstate 
the  civil  magistrate.  But  even  this,  and  any  other  alterations 
which  I  conceived  necessary  to  make,  I  neither  did  in  so  sudden 
or  so  indelicate  a  manner  as  to  reflect  upon  those  who  might  hare 
thought  proper  to  establish  that  which  I  now  alter'd.      This 
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determinatian  or  measiire  we  cou'd  soon  perceive  was  iU-relish'd  by      1X97 
seTeral,  and  they  began  to  show  a  disposition  to  annoy  the  civil     ^  a«M. 
pow&r  by  every  indirect  means  they  oou'd  contrive.     They  have, 
however,  &iled  in  their  endeavours,  and  I  trust  the  civil  power 
is  now  as  firmly  established  here  as  in  any  part  of  his  Majesty's 
dominions. 

I  will  not  fatigue  you  with  an  account  of  what  steps  I  anr  A  turbulent 
pursuing  for  bringing  back  this  turbulent  and  refractory  colony  ^^fnctoiy 
to  a  proper  obedience  to  the  laws  and  regulations  established  for  people, 
the  general  welfare.     You  will  see  what  I  have  thought  it  right 
to  say  in  my  public  letters.     I  will,  however,  mention  a  circum- 
stance which  has  just  happened,  and  which  may  serve  to  show 
how  great  a  number  of  trusty  people  are  necessary  for  looking 
after  the  worthless  villains  we  have  here  to  manage.     Our  wind- 
mill, which  has  been  finished  and  is  now  at  work,  was  the  other 
day  employed  grinding  some  wheat  for  people  who  had  some  time 
past  been  obliged  to  pay  almost  one-half  their  grain  to  have  the 
other  ground.     Whilst  the  miller  was  absent,  and  left  these  very 
people  for  whom  the  mill  was  then  at  work  in  care  of  it,  during  ^j^,. 
his  absence  they  were  clever  enough  to  steal  away  some  of  the  disabled, 
sails  from  the  vanes  or  fans,  and  we  have  not  been  yet  able  to 
discover  the  thiel    The  mill,  for  want  of  its  sails,  was  consequently 
stop'd. 

Since  I  b^an  this  letter  I  received  by  the  arrival  of  the  »wtcbeB 
Ganges  your  private  letter  enclosing  two  copies,  for  which  accept 
my  thanks.  I  have  also  received  the  official  opinions  of  the 
Lnd  Advocate  and  Lord  Justice-Cllc  upon  the  sentences  of  our 
seditionisits,  whose  number  you  will  learn  before  you  receive  this 
hare  been  reduced. 

I  will  send  you  some  fresh  seeds  of  our  flowering  shrubs  by  the  Native 
first  opportunity,  and  I  am  concerned  to  say  that,  by  the  manner  ^^*"' 
in  which  all  the  ships  are  chartered  which  come  to  this  country, 
we  can  have  no  prospect  of  getting  the  warata  plant  home,  because 
those  sMps  have  a  circuitous  voyage  to  perform,  and  to  load  and 
unload  a  cargo,  exclusive  of  the  length  of  time  the  plants  must 
continue  on  board.  I  have  long  wanted  to  send  some  for  the  King's 
gardens,  but  the  want  of  favourable  opportunitys  have  constantly 
prevented  me.  Whenever  a  fair  one  may  offer  I  will  not  forget 
that  you  want  some.  Whatever  other  oonmiands  you  may  have 
I  have  to  desire  that  you  will  give  them  without  ceremony,  as  I 
shall  be  at  all  times  ready,  as  far  as  in  my  power,  to  attend  to 
them ;  if  I  cannot,  I  will,  without  ceremony,  say  so. 

An  anonimous  paper  having  lately  been  dropt  in  the  streets.  An 
in  which  its  author  is  endeavouring  to  lug  my  name  into  that  J2m^d^ 
vortex  of  dirty  traffic  which  I  have  been  labouring  to  put  a  stop 
to ;  this  you  will  perceive  by  a  Public  Notice*  and  reward  I  have 
offered  for  the  discovery  of  the  author  or  adviser  (21st  June),  but 

•Poet,  p.  281. 
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1797       I  have  not  succeeded.     The  reward  is  such  that  had  it  been  wholly 

1  June,     amongst  the  lower  classes  it  would  have  had  effect.     I  feel  m3rsel{ 

so  invulnerable  from  such  attacks  that,  altho'  they  make  me  angry, 

I  most  heartily  dispise  them,  but  will  not  fail  to  search  after  its 

author  as  long  as  I  remain  here. 

I  will  no  longer  fatigue  you,  but  as  you  will  see  our  Judge- 
Advocate,  our  Commissary,  and  Lt.-Gov'r  King,  I  must  refer  you 
to  them  for  much  information  relative  to  this  country  and  it« 
inhabitants.  lam,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 
J*'e9ent8  p.S. — I  hope  you  may  have  received  safe  a  cage  of  birds  I  sent 

Hunter.  you  by  the  Britannia,  Capt.  Raven.  There  will  be  a  box  address'd 
to  you,  on  service,  which  contains  a  small  chart,  which  I  will 
thank  you  to  forward  to  Mr.  Dempster.  Having  been  able  to 
collect  a  few  seeds  for  you,  I  send  by  the  ship  Britannia  (Mr. 
Dennet,  master)  a  small  box  address'd  to  you,  upon  service  ;  it 
contains  about  thirty-five  different  kinds,  together  with  specimens 
of  the  plants  dried,  which  are  marked  with  numbers  corresponding 
to  those  on  the  parcels  of  seeds.  I  hope  they  may  arrive  safe,  and 
turn  out  worthy  your  acceptance. 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 
(Banks  Papers.) 

2  June.         Sir,  ,  Custom  House,  2  p.m.,  2nd  June,  1797. 

With  this  you  will  receive  the  boxes.  The  pines  are  in 
pknta.  very  excellent  order,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  one  warata  in  the  small 
box,  from  which  I  am  hopeful  those  planted  in  the  gi*ated  box,  as 
well  as  those  in  the  box  with  the  pines,  will  grow,  as  those  in 
smaller  box  were  planted  first  ;  but,  from  its  being  kept  in  a 
closer  place  than  the  others  (to  give  it  every  possible  chance),  it 
has  come  up  sooner.  The  open  box  has  been  so  ill-used  and  sowed 
so  long  that  I  despair  of  any  coming  up  there,  but  still  it  may  be 
tried.  I  should  have  done  myself  the  honor  of  waiting  on  you 
to-day,  but  that  I  have  been  so  compleatly  drenched  and  rather 
limping.  I  am,  <fec., 

Philip  Gidley  King. 
Having  informed  Lord  Sydney  that  I  have  one  tree  for  him,  I 
hope  there  will  be  no  impropriety  in  my  requesting  your  advice  at 
what  time  it  may  be  seperated  from  the  rest. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 
10  June.         My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  10th  June,  1797. 

By  the  ship  Prince  of  Wales,  which  left  this  port  on  her 
Hunter's      way  to  China,   24th  November  last,  I  did  myself  the  honor  of 
"^         writing  your  Grace  some  account  of  the  steps  I  was  pursuing  for 


letters. 
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removing  many  obstacles  which  I  had  observ'd  with  pain  stood      1797 
much  in  the  way  of  the  public  concerns  of  this  colony.*     I  also,  in    ^q  j„q^ 
a  letter  mark'd  separate,!  by  the  same  conveyance,  enter'd  more 
particularly  into  the  changes  which  had  taken  place  in  the  settle- 
ment since  it  had  been  left  by  Grovernor  Phillip.     Duplicates  of 
those  letters  were  sent  by  the  Sylph,  storeship. 

Altho'  upon  the  subject  of  those  changes  I  could  have  very  Their 
much  enlarged,  I  considered  that  in  the  very  extensive  line  of  ^J^^ted 
jour  Grace's  present  avocations  to  be  minutely  circumstantial  on  for. 
such  matters  might  not  have  been  convenient,  and  would  readily 
be  dispensed  with.     I  should  not  have  ventured  to  touch  upon 
them  at  all  did  I  not  feel  them  of  some  consequence  in  accounting 
for  the  various  alterations  which  an  anxious  attention  to  the 
concerns  and  for  the  prosperity  of  this  territory  had  rendered  it 
necessary  for  me  to  make.     In  that  separate  letter  I  have  given 
your  Grace  a  short  sketch  of  the  different  changes  and  some  of 
the  customs  which  had  taken  place  in  the  above  period,  and  of 
which  I  saw  it  absolutely  necessary  as  early  as  possible  to  get  the 
better,   because  such  customs  were,   in  my   opinion,  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  public  interest,  and  served  only  to  favor  the 
designs  and  interests  of  individuals. 

When  I  received  the  honor  of  his  Majesty's  Commission  as  The 
Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  in  this  country,  I  considered  Jj^?"**^" 
it  my  indispensible  duty  to  give  to  his  Majesty's  minister  from 
time  to  time,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  the  most  clear,  distinct,  and 
perfect  information  relative  to  the  concerns  of  my  command.     In 
fulfilling  this  part  of  my  public  duty,  which  has  hitherto  been, 
and  will  continue  to  be,  with  a  conscientious  zeal  for  the  service 
and  interests  of  the  public,  I  am  sometimes  under  the  painful 
necessity  of  drawing  your  Grace's  attention  to  a  number  of  dis-  not  always 
agreeable  circumstances  from  which  I  have  received  much  annoy-  Jne***"' 
anoe  and  embarrassment  since  I  entered  on  the  dutys  of  my  office, 
and  which  had  been  gradually  increasing  for  some  time  before  my 
arrival,  and  from  various  causes  had  reached  a  state  which  required 
an  immediate  remedy. 

Your  Grace,  I  trust,  will  see  that  I  can  have  no  wish  or  inten- 
tion to  censure  the  measures  of  others.  Every  officer  may  have  a 
manner  peculiar  to  himself  in  carrying  on  that  public  service 
entrusted  to  his  care  and  direction;  but  as  the  various  steps  which 
I  have  seen  it  necessary  to  pursue  imply  that  I  have  not  approv'd  f^^^^^"*»' 
of  the  last  general  system  for  managing  the  concerns  of  this  colony,  r^ime. 
and  from  which  I  have  found  so  much  to  surmount  before  I  cou'd 
venture  to  lay  down  any  permanent  plan  for  my  own  endeavours, 
I  feel  it  encumbent  on  me  to  state  from  time  to  time  the  altera- 
tions which  appeared  to  me  essentially  necessary,  and  to  give  my 

•  See  Hunter's  letter  to  Portland,  12th  November,  1796,  ante,  pp.  174-177. 
1  Ante,  pp.  1».174. 
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reasons  for  such  necessity.  This,  my  Lord,  is  a  daty  I  owe  to 
his  Majesty's  service,  to  your  Grace,  under  whose  knmediate  direc- 
tions I  am  plac'd,  and  to  my  own  situation  and  character. 

Whenever  I  have  an  opportunity  of  laying  before  your  Grace 
an  account  of  any  material  changes  which  have  appelEur^d  to  me 
necessary  to  be  made,  I  trust  the  reasons  I  shall  give  will  be 
such  as  to  justify  the  measure  I  have  pursued,  or  may  propose, 
and  that  such  steps  as  I  have  already  taken  will  not  appear 
unnecessary.  It  is  my  wish,  therefore,  where  I  may  differ  hnmx 
others,  to  explain  as  clearly  as  I  can  my  motives  for  such  difier- 
ence,  and  to  prevent  any  error  or  mistake  of  another,  shou'd  any 
such  appear,  from  being  placed  to  my  account^  who  have  been 
involved  from  various  causes  in  a  scene  of  continual  difficulty 
since  my  arrival,  and  these  vexations  proceeding  from  ihe  im- 
pediments which  I  have  found  in  the  way  of  correcting  and 
removing  abuses,  which  were  I  to  be  indifferent  about  I  should 
expect,  as  I  shou'd  merit,  your  Grace's  censure  ;  it  is  from  those 
various  circumstances  of  which  I  have  complained  in  my  various 
letters,  particularly  the  separate  one  already  mentioned,  that  the 
vast  expences  of  the  colony  have  originated.  The  farther  I 
investigate,  the  greater  I  perceive  is  the  necessity  of  a  thorough, 
an  immediate,  and  a  general  correction,  without  which  our  errors  - 
and  our  crimes  wou'd  be  such  as  wou'd  proclaim  us  a  disgrace  to 
the  country  under  whose  protection  we  live,  considered  either  in 
a  moral  or  political  point  of  view,  and  a  continual  load  upon  her 
shoulders. 

Our  principal  numbers  being  composed  of  characters  of  such  a 
description  as  renders  uniform  order  and  regularity  in  all  we  do 
indispensible,  it  has  been  to  establish  that  uniformity,  to  compel 
an  obedience  to  Public  Orders,  to  encourage  to  industry,  to  pro- 
mote decency,  to  stimulate  to  good  actions,  and  to  deter  from,  the 
practice  of  bad  ones,  that  my  endeavours  have  been  much  directed 
and  exerted  for  some  time  past;  and  1  have  the  satisfaction 
to  say,  not  wholly  without  effect,  it  being  now  the  unreserved 
opinion  of  all  ranks  (except  those  whose  private  interest  it  may 
be  to  wish  for  a  continuance  of  confusion  and  profligacy),  that, 
from  the  regulations  I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  establish, 
our  police  is  now  such  that  we  have  no  disturbanoes  or  cries  of 
alarm  in  the  night,  the  time  generally  chosen  for  the  perpetration 
of  every  wicked  and  villainous  action ;  the  people  are  in  no  fear 
of  having  their  houses  rob'd  or  plunder'd,  and  their  Hves  endan- 
gered, as  I  found  was  so  very  often  the  case  after  my  arrival;  that 
a  proper  respect  is  paid  to  the  Sabbath  day,  which  it  had  been 
long  the  custom  here  to  neglect  and  dispise,  and  from  which  neglect 
much  of  our  profligacy  have  originated ;  and  that  there  is  some 
appearance  of  more  alacrity  on  public  duty.  These  principal 
points  being  once  accomplished  and  established,  I  have  no  fear  or 
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doaht  inr  bringing  about  all  the  other  dtitys  which  his  Majesty's      1797 
iiistnicti<»is  to  the  Governor  point  out  for  my  attention.  lo  Jaw. 

It  vill  now  be  necessary  that  I  shou*d,  in  as  brief  a  manner  as 
possible,  mention  a  few  steps  which  have  been  taken  lately,  and 
the  efiect  they  have  produe'd. 

I  have  mention'd  in  former  letters  the  musters  I  was  about  to  oeMni 
have  made,  and  I  ^ttter^d  myself  that  the  manner  I  meant  to  "^^''^^ 
pursue  in  making  them  woud  be  attended  with  advantage,  having 
abeady  discovered  some  of  the  impositions  to  which  former  musters 
have  been  liable.  It  had  generally  been  the  custom  to  advertise 
that  a  muster  was  to  take  place  at  Sydney  on  a  certain  day,  and 
in  three  or  four  days  after  at  Parramatta,  and  after  an  interval 
of  a  few  days  more  at  the  Hawkesbury.  This  mode  gave  good 
time  lor  imposters  and  other  villains  to  practise  their  tricks  and 
ingenuity  by  answering  the  first  call  at  Sydney,  where  they  have 
reoeiv'd  provisions  and  slops  as  one  resident  in  that  district ;  on 
the  day  of  call  at  Parramatta  they  have  appeared  there,  have  i>eoei\inir 
been  entered  on  ihe  muster  list  of  that  place,  and  have  been  again  £^^^ 
vietual'd  and  sometimes  cloathed ;  the  attempt  has  sometimes  been 
made  (and  not  always  unsuccessfully)  at  the  third  muster.  All 
this  originated  in  the  want  of  regularity  and  order  in  the  disposal 
of  the  people,  each  going  without  restraint  wherever  it  was  most 
agreeable  to  his  wishes.  By  this  means  they  have  been  so  scat- 
trar'd  over  the  colony  that  they  were  completely  lost  to  the  public ; 
1^  consequent  expence  to  Qovemment  through  these  impositions, 
eieksive  of  the  loss  of  labour,  is  really,  my  Lord,' beyond  my 
cakdation. 

To  prevent  such  tricks,  I  directed  that  the  musters  might  be 
made  at  all  the  three  districts  on  the  same  day  and  hour,  a  cir-  A  new 
comstanoe  which  it  had  been  believ'd  cou'd  not  conveniently  take  jSiMuoed. 
plaee;  it,  however,  was  put  in  practice,  the  whole  attended  at  once, 
aiid  was  the  most  perfect  and  complete  ever  made  here.     Proper 
persons  were  appointed  to  superintend  those  at  Parramatta  and 
the  Hawkesbury,  whilst  I  attended  myself  at  Sydney.     But  in 
order  that  this  enquiry  might  be  the  more  complete,  I  made  a 
second  call  of  the  settlers,  at  which  I  chose  to  be  present  myself,  j^^JS*** 
and  questioned  them  relative  to  the  time  they  had  been  settled,  ^^ 

the  mdulg^ices  reoeiv'd  from  Gov't,  the  labouring  servants  they 
employed,  on  or  off  the  public  store,  the  quantity  of  ground  in 
cultivation,  &c.,  <Scc.  By  these  enquiry s  I  found  that  there  were 
150  settlers  without  any  grant  of  land,  or  any  authority  whatever, 
but  such  as  I  mentioned  in  my  separate  letter  of  the  1 2th  Nov'r 
last,*  viz.,  "  A.B.  has  my  permission  to  settle,"  and  sign'd  by  ["nJ"™** 
the  commanding  officer.  Many  who  were  here  for  life  settled  grants, 
^bont  any  conditional  emancipation  or  deed,  and  some  who 
had  several  years  to  serve  the  public  had  been  permitted  to  caU 
themselves  settlers.    Such  of  those  as  were  good  and  industrious 

*  Ante,  p.  107 . 
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characters,  I  was  unwilling  to  recall  to  public  work,  after  having 
laboured  hard  to  establish  themselves  on  a  farm;  others  of  less 
worth  our  necessitys  obliged  me  to  order  in  and  to  work  for  the 
public.  Thus  you  will  discover,  my  Lord,  how  impossible  it  was 
for  me  to  do  anything  on  Grovemment  account  for  want  of  public 
servants.  By  these  means,  however,  and  the  recall  of  men  from 
many  settlers  who  have  been  allowed  to  retain  them  too  long  and 
to  little  purpose,  by  many  who  have  been  sheltered  from  public 
knowledge,  and  employed  by  private  individuals,  we  have  got 
together  a  gang  of  about  250  men  who  are  now  on  public  labour 
of  various  kinds,  and  by  whose  assistance  we  make  some  progress 
in  forwarding  what  has  been  long  wanted. 

The  recall  of  such  a  number  to  public  labour,  and  the  conse- 
quent  loss  of  that  labour  to  private  persons,  your  Grace  will 
readily  suppose  may  have  occasioned  some  ferment — those  who 
have  lost  them  are  displeas'd ;  the  men  are  turbulent  and  refrac- 
tory, and  do  frequently  desert  from  their  work.  There  is  much 
reason  to  believe  that  their  present  conduct  is  much  instigated 
by  those  who  feel  their  concerns  affected  by  such  regulations,  regu- 
lations which  a  few  interested  persons  will  no  doubt  condemn  in 
proportion  to  the  effect  they  may  have  had  on  their  concerns.  Such 
opinions,  however,  I  shall  continue  to  hold  in  the  contempt  they 
deserve;  let  the  public  concerns  speak  for  themselves;  let  them  be 
examined  since  I  have  attempted  to  improve  them  by  these  r^ula- 
tions.  The  inclos'd  paper  will  shew  your  Grace  what  has  been  done 
with  the  men  I  have  recovered  to  the  public  since  October  lajst. 

It  will  cost  me  some  time  and  much  labor  to  fix  those  settlers 
who  have  been  left  for  so  long  a  time  in  the  uncertain  manner 
above  describ'd  ;  they  ought  to  have  been  so  secured  at  first  as  to 
prevent  their  being  liable  to  be  removed  from  their  farms  at  the 
will  of  any  person,  nor  ought  they  to  have  been  left  in  this  state, 
which  must  be  an  additional  embarrassment  to  those  who  have 
the  various  concerns  of  the  colony  to  attend  to. 

Your  Grace  will,  I  hope,  pardon  me  if  I  refer  to  my  letters  Xo- 
1  and  9,^  in  which  I  took  the  liberty  of  remarking  upon  the  diffi- 
cultys  which  must  attend  farming  in  this  distant  country,  where 
no  market  can  be  found  by  an  industrious  man  who  may  raise 
more  grain  or  stock  than  his  family  may  require.  This  reference 
I  am  the  more  desirous  of  pressing,  because  the  steps  which  I  am 
at  present  pursuing,  and  mean  to  follow  up,  for  fulfilling  his 
Majesty's  commands,  by  attempting  to  raise  from  the  labor  of  the 
convicts  as  large  a  proportion  of  grain  as  possible,  and  to  render 
the  purchase  of  that  article  from  others  the  less  necessary,  seems 
to  have  awaken'd  the  jealousy  of  all  who  have  extensive  farmsy 
and  who  are  certainly  not  well  pleas'd  at  any  appearance  of  a 
saving  to  the  concerns  of  the  public,  altho'  they  owe  their  success 
to  the  assistance  they  have  receiv'd  from  that  public. 

•  Vol.  li,  p.  327,  and  ante,  p.  41. 
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Were  GoTemment  to  establish  a  public  store  for  the  retail  sale      1797 
of  a  variety  of  articles — such  as  cloathing,  or  materials  for  cloath-    lo  jnne. 
ing,  hardware,  tools  of  every  kind,  sugar,  soap,  tea,  tobacco,  and,  ^  j^ 
in  short,  every  article  which  labouring  people  require  ;  and  to  in-  store, 
damnify  the  public  for  freight,  insurance,  the  sallary  of  a  respect- 
able storekeeper,  who  should  produce  regular  accounts,  and,  in 
short,  every  other  expence  attending  the  sending  those  articles 
here,  to  charge  an  advance  on  the  first  price  to  that  amount,  the 
people  wou'd  get  what  they  wanted  with  ease,  and  at  far  less 
expence  than  in  any  other  way.     Payment  might  be  made  in  such 
articles  as  the  settler  may  raise — either  grain  or  stock.     Such  a 
store  wou'd  be  a  most  comfortable  thing  to  that  description  of 
people,  and  wou'd  put  an  effectual  stop  to  the  impositions  practis'd 
upon  them  but  too  often. 

I  shall  now  only  trouble  your  Grace  further  by  mentioning 
that  there  are  a  considerable  number  ^f  the  marines,  who  were 
the  first  troops  sent  to  this  country,  and  who  upon  the  recall  of  £f"®jJL-jn^ 
that  corps  from  hence  were  allow'd  to  enlist  for  five  years  in  the  oorpa 
New  South  Wales  Corps,  some  of  them  having  completed  this  last 
engagement,  are  desirous  of  settling  in  the  country,   and  are 
entided  to  a  double  proportion  of  land  in  consequence  of  a  double 
tour  of  duty.     I  have  been  examining  some  part  of  the  banks  of 
the  Hawkesbury,  where  I  had  understood  there  was  much  good  hJ^^JJ.**** 
ground,  but  I  found,  altho'  the  land  was  good,  its  limits  were  too  buiy. 
confined  for  this  purpose,  not  admitting  of  a  number  of  settlers 
snSicient  for  mutual  protection  and  security  against  the  natives, 
who  travel  in  numerous  bodys ;  it  is  therefore  my  intention  to 
examine  another  place,  where  I  have  reason  to  believe  there  is 
much  excellent  land,  and  to  fix  them  there.    The  necessity  of  these 
detach'd' districts  will  point  out  to  your  Grace  the  propriety  of 
my  requesting  an  addition  to  the  medical  and  commissary  depart- 
ments. 

I  am  sorry,  my  Lord,  to  add  to  this  letter  that  we  have  this  last 
summer  experienced  the  weather  so  excessively  sultry  and  dry  that  The 
from  the  very  parch'd  state  of  the  earth  every  strong  wind  has 
occasioned  conflagrations  of  astonishing  extent,  from  some  of  which 
much  public  and  much  private  property  has  been  destroyed.  Some 
of  the  settlers  have  bc^n  ruin'd  by  losing  the  whole  produce  of 
their  harvest  after  it  had  been  stack'd  and  secured ;  others  have 
lost  not  only  their  crops,  but  their  houses,  bams,  and  a  part  of 
their  live  stock,  by  the  sudden  manner  in  which  the  fire  reach'd 
and  spread  over  their  grounds.  Trains  of  gunpowder  cou^d  scarcely  Boah-flres. 
have  been  more  rapid  in  communicating  destruction,  such  was  the 
dry'd  and  very  combustable  state  of  every  kind  of  vegitation, 
whether  grass  or  tree. 

The  loss  of  Government  has  been  about  800  bushels  of  wheat,  aovernment 
and  we  are  now,  for  want  of  grass,  obliged  to  feed  some  of  our 
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17B7  cattle  with  grain  ;  but  the  expence  through  this  neoeasity  ^nU  be 
10  June.  ^^^  8ma]l,  as  the  young  grass  will  soihi  be  up.  The  people  in 
general  have  been  too  careless  in  securing  their  crops  when  reap'd 
against  those  vast  and  tremendous  blazes  to  which  this  country  in 
its  present  state  is  so  liable  in  dry  and  hot  summers.  It  is  to  be 
presumed  that  such  experience  will  in  future  produce  more  care  ; 
and  I  shall  not  fail,  in  such  seasons,  to  remind  them  in  Public 
Orders*  of  the  necessity  of  greater  attention  to  concerns  of  so  mudi 
value.  As  we  clear  and  lay  open  the  country  we  shall  get  the  better 
of  such  accidents ;  in  the  meantime  their  frequ^nc^  this  last  sum- 
mer has  been  very  alarming,  and  their  appearance  truly  dreadfuU. 
atSSiJ"  ^  ^^  ^^^'^  ^^*  **  ^^*  lately  at  Parramatta,  and  inform'd  that 
matta.  a  vast  fire  was  quickly  approaching  a  field  in  which  Govemment 
had  several  stacks  of  wheat.  All  the  men  who  cou'd  be  found 
were  order'd  out.  The  field  was  near  a  mile  out  of  town.  I  went 
thither  mysell  The  niglft  was  dark,  the  wind  high,  and  the  fire, 
f rcmi  its  extent,  and  the  noise  it  made  thro'  lofty  blazing  "woods, 
"was  truly  terrible ;  we.  however,  gave  it  a  direction  which  aavd 
our  grain,  and  we  are  busily  employed  in  thrashing  it  out.  This 
brings  me  to  mention  that  the  common  method  of  thrashing  out 
grain  is  very  tedious — ^that  it  wou'd  be  a  great  advantage  faere^ 
where  we  are  so  subject  to  fire,  if  we  had  a  few  of  the  horae  thrash- 
ing-machines invented  and  us'd  in  Scotland  I  understand  they 
are  very  expeditious  in  this  operation. 

I  need  scarcely  mention  to  your  Grace  that  I  must  continue 
to  employ  such  free  artificers  as  I  can  hire  untill  we  can  complete 
w^\a.  ^^^^  works  as  are  essentially  necessary.  To  get  the  better  of  as 
much  of  this  expence  as  possible,  we  frequently  substitute  for 
corporal  punishment  a  certain  time  to  labour  for  thepublip,  accord- 
ing to  the  degree  of  the  crime  committed,  and  this  is  more  felt  by 
the  criminal  than  any  other  punishment,  for  it  is  those  only  who 
are  upon  their  own  hands  that  we  punish  in  this  way. 

I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 
[EncloBore.] 

Work  performed  since  October,  1796. 

^1^  1.  Built  a  strong  log-prison  at  Parramatta,  of  100  feet  long,  fitted  with 

Ac.,  crated,  separate  cells  for  prisoners. 

2.  Built  a  strong  double-log'd  prison  at  Sydney,  60  feet  long,  and  fitted  as 
above. 

3.  Built  a  windmill  at  Sydney  with  a  strong  atone  tower ;  it  ia  nofw  at 
work. 

4.  Built  a  granaiy  at  Sydney,  which  will  contain  from  10  to  12,000 
bushels  of  wheat. 

6.  Repaired,  cover'd  with  a  oomplete  coat  of  lime,  and  whitewaah'd  all 
the  military  barracks,  storehouses,  hospital,  officers'  dwelling-honaea,  and 
other  brick  buildings  belonging  to  Govemment  at  Sydney,  wmch  were  in  a 
state  of  rapid  decay,  but  are  now  as  perfect  as  ever,  and  will  last  many 
years. 

•  See  Hunter's  GenenJ  Order  bearingr  on  this  subject— Post,  pw  90&. 
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6.  Widen'd  and  repaired  the  pubUcroftdfl  for  the  more  6My  and  ezpeditioaa       1797 
kavelin^  between  the  different  diBtricts  of  the  colony. 

7.  Boilding  an  additional  storehouse  at  Sydney.  lOime. 

8.  Twent3F-foar  men  constantly  employ'd  making  bricks  and  tiles  for 
pnUicnse. 

9.  Preparing  materials  for  a  laiffe  windmill  at  Parramatta,  with  a  stone 
tower;  most  of  the  materials  ready,  and  the  building  will  be  immediatly 
set  about. 

10.  Built  two  new  stockyards  for  the  live  stock  of  Government — one  at 
Panamatta,  the  other  at  Toongabbe. 

11.  Rebuilt  several  of  Govt*a  boats,  which  were  become  mere  wrecks  and 
oaeless. 

12.  Prepar'd  ground,  and  have  sown  upwards  of  300  acres  of  wheat  for 
Gcvenmient. 

13.  Built  qnartezB  for  two  assistant  surgeons ;  those  f ormeriy  bnilt  intirely 
decay'd. 

14.  The  town  of  Sydney  has  been  portioned  out  into  four  divisions,  in 
each  of  which  are  watchmen,  who  call  the  hour  of  the  night  (no  nocturnal 
robberys)  ;  the  houses  are  numbered,  and  their  inhabitants  are  registered. 
The  boate  are  alao  namber^d  and  re^pster^d. 

15l  Many  other  works,  less  oonspionoos,  but  equally  necessary,  have  been 
completed. 


LiEfnsNA3nvGk>vERNOR  King  tto  Thb  Duke  of  Portland. 
(Banks  Papers.) 

My  Lord,  London,  15th  June,  1797.         isjune. 

The  situation  in  which  I  stand  I  hope  will  excuse  any 
impropriety  in  thus  intruding  myself  on  your  Grace's  more  im- 
portant engagements;  but  seeing  that  the  pressure  of  public 
affairs  may  have  caused  my  late  request  to  escape  your  Grace's  King's 
recollection,  I  humbly  hope  that  my  inducement  to  repeat  that  '^i"®"*- 
request  will  be  accepted  as  some  apol(>gy  for  thus  trespassing  on 
jour  Lordship's  patience  by  a  repetition  of  what  I  trust  will  not 
appear  importunate,  but  in  some  measure  pardonable. 

1  have  already  had  the  honor  of  giving  your  Grace  a  detailed 
statement  of  my  services  in  the  Navy  from  the  year  1770  to  His  aervioM. 
1788,  viz.,  ten  years  as  a  midshipman,  and  eight  years  as  a  lieu- 
tenant, during  which  time  I  served  in  the  East  Indies,  America, 
aad  on  the  Home  station,  in  all  which  stations  I  was  so  fortunate 
as  to  meet  the  approbation  of  my  superiors. 

In  February,  1788,  I  was  appointed  by  Captain  Phillip,  then 
OoYemor  of  New  South  Wales,  to  settle  and  command  on  Norfolk  Comioand- 
Island,  where  I  remained  until  March,  1790,  when  I  was  sent  J^^bik 
to  England  with  dispatches.     During  my  command  I  deceived  iai^<i- 
Governor  Phillip's  repeated  approbation  of  the  exertions  that  had 
been  made ;  and  on  my  arrivsJ  in  England  T  found  his  Majesty 
had  been  pleased  to  appoint  me  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Norfolk 
Island,  and  soon  after  I  was  honored  with  the  rank  of  a  com- 
mander in  the  Navy.     My  stay  in  England  was  only  eight  weeks 
(four  of  which  I  was  confined  to  my  bed  by  sickness),  when  I 
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returned  to  Norfolk  Island  with  my  wife,  where  I  arrived  in 
November,  1791  ;  and  previous  to  Governor  Phillip's  departure 
for  England  in  1793  I  received  the  most  flattering  marks  of  his 
approbation,  and  it  is  from  his  representations  in  my  favor  that 
I  am  indebted  to  your  Lordship's  goodness  for  the  increase  of 
my  salary,  which  has  become  very  acceptable  to  the  wants  of  my 
increasing  family. 

In  consequence  of  the  successfuU  regulations  I  had  adopted  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  inhabitants,  I  was  honored  with  the 
pointed  approbation  of  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  by  his  letter  to 
Lieutenant-Governor  Grose,  dated  1 6  February,  1 794.*  It  has  been 
in  consequence  of  these  regulations  that  plenty  has  abounded  in 
Norfolk  Island  since  Sept.,  1792,  while  the  greatest  want  has 
been  repeatedly  felt  at  Port  Jackson,  whither  we  could  have  sent 
great  supplies  of  animal  food  at  a  time  they  had  not  a  pound 
of  meat  in  store,  if  we  possessed  the  means  of  transporting  it 
thither.  The  consequent  advantage  has  followed  of  being  able  to 
support  a  part  of  the  inhabitants  (who  are  necessarily  maintained 
by  the  Crown)  with  grain  and  animal  food  at  one-tenth  part  of 
the  expence  that  it  would  have  cost  if  carried  from  India  or 
England,  which  ultimately  made  the  difference  of  1,052  tons  of 
the  provisions  sent  from  England  being  appropriated  to  the  colony 
at  Port  Jackson  alone. 

This  saving,  and  the  numbers  who  have  supported  themselves 
without  any  expence  to  the  Crown,  since  Sept.,  1792  (which  has 
been  nearly  a  third  of  the  inhabitants),  has  made  a  saving  in  the 
public  expence  of  £28,772  since  Nov.,  1791. 

The  erection  of  a  very  compleat  water-mill,  and  a  very  usefnil 
durable  wharf,  with  several  other  necessary  public  buildings  and 
works,  amounting  to  the  value  of  £6,249  (calculating  the  labor  of 
each  convict,  with  his  maintenance,  at  £20  per  ann.),  has  been 
constructed  at  no  other  expence  to  the  Crown  (as  no  artificer  has 
been  paid  in  money)  than  the  labour  of  the  convicts. 

Having  already  been  honored  with  your  Grace's  opinion  respect- 
ing my  conduct  in  suppressing  the  mutiny  among  the  soldiers  on 
Norfolk  Island  in  1794,  t  and  of  the  orders  Uien  given  by  lieutenant- 
Go  vemor  Grose  by  your  Grace's  letter  to  Governor  Hunter,  I  shall 
forbear  troubling  your  Lordship  with  the  conclusion  of  that  event, 
which  terminated  in  a  satisfactory  manner  to  myself,  the  reinstate- 
ment of  order  among  the  soldiers,  and  the  tranquillity  of  the  in- 
habitants, and,  excepting  that  temporary  interruption,  the  utmost 
regularity  and  good  order  has  prevailed  from  the  time  the  island 
was  settled  in  1788  until  my  departure  in  1796,  which  will  be 
farther  secured  by  the  establishment  of  a  Criminal  Court,  the 
Patent  for  which  was  not  received  until  April,  1796,  previous  to 
which  all  complaints  were  settled  and  determined  on  by  myself 
as  a  magistrate. 

•  Vol  U,  p.  UO.        t  Vol.  U,  pp.  108-110, 125-181, 186-178, 178-191,  258-808. 
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To  trouble  yoor  Grace  with  any  farther  particulars  of  my  conduct  1707 
would  be  too  great  a  trespass  on  your  time,  particularly  when  I  X5  June, 
reflect  that  your  Grace  and  predecessors  in  office  have  been  con- 
stantly informed  from  time  to  time  by  myself  and  the  Governors 
of  the  territory,  not  only  of  such  events  as  have  occurred  in  the 
progressive  steps  of  the  charge  I  was  honored  with,  but  also  of  my 
conduct^  and  that  of  those  under  me. 

Permit  me  to  assure  your  Lordship  that  a  severe  and  long  illness  Forced 
alone  induced  me  to  solicit  Governor  Hunter's  permission  to  return  ^  Engfauid 
to  England  for  the  re-establishment  of  my  health,  which  is  so  far  byiu-h«aith. 
recruited  as  to  renew  my  hopes  of  being  long  usefull  in  any  situa- 
tion that  his  Majesty's  service  may  require.     And  I  trust  not  to 
be  thought  presuming  in  stating  in  the  most  respectful  manner 
that  the  only  savings  I  have  been  able  to  make  from  my  pay  does 
not  exceed  J^650,  which  is  in  the  four  per  cents.     I  have  also  due 
to  me  about  J&400  for  the  sale  of  my  effects  previous  to  my  leaving 
the  island,  to  which  may  be  added  the  valuation  of  my  private 
stock  of  sheep  and  goats,  amounting  to  £652,  which  I  left  for  the  Kinff'f 
use  of  Government,  the  whole  of  which,  amounting  to  about  £1,700,  p,^!S!rinnn 
I  can  assure  your  Grace,  in  the  fullest  extent  of  truth,  is  every 
farthing  I  am  possessed  of,  excepting  my  pay,  to  support  my  wife, 
four  children,  and  an  aged  parent.    I  should  not  have  presumed  to 
trouble  your  Grace  with  this  account  of  my  private  concerns  but 
Uiat  I  consider  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  his  Majesty's  service  and  myself 
to  submit  that  statement  to  your  Grace's  notice. 

The  situation  I  stand  on  the  list  of  commanders  is  so  high  up  as  His  lank 
to  preclude  any  chance  of  my  name  being  included  in  any  general  *°  ^*  ^**^' 
promotion.    My  not  having  served  immediately  in  the  Navy  during 
tiie  last  nine  years  I  hope  will  not  be  an  objection  to  my  obtaining 
Additional  rank  in  the  service  I  have  spent  so  great  a  part  of  my 
life  in,  and  in  which  it  has  ever  been  my  ambition  to  rise  in. 

But  as  I  have  ever  considered  it  my  bounden  duty  to  serve  his 
Majesty  in  any  situation  that  my  services  might  be  thought  usefull, 
I  trust  it  will  so  far  appear  to  your  Grace  that  I  have  faithfully 
and  honestly  discharged  the  trust  reposed  in  me  for  the  last  nine 
years  that  any  impropriety  I  may  fall  into  in  humbly  requesting 
your  Grace's  influence  in  my  behalf  to  obtain  the  rank  of  post-captain  ^^  '^f 
will  be  excused  from  the  motives  that  has  induced  me  to  request 
this  mark  of  your  Grace's  approbation  of  my  conduct,  if  I  should  be 
so  fortunate  as  to  appear  deserving  of  it. 

I  have,  dec, 
Philip  Gidlet  King. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  20th  June,  1797.        20  Jme. 

The  many  subjects  I  have  occasion  to  trouble  your  Grace  Hunter's 
upon  increases  the  number  of  my  letters  on  the  concerns  of  this  ^^^^^"' 
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colony  to  much  greater  length  than  I  cou'd  wish ;  but  I  am  in 
hope  that  the  number  will  be  less  inconvenient  than  letters  oi 
greater  length  and  containing  much  variety  of  subject 

In  the  various  steps  which  I  am  regulariy  pursuing  for  bringing 
into  order  the  perplexed  concerns  of  the  settlement,  I  have  seme- 
times  occasion  to  mention  the  same  matter  mGre  than  once,  and 
that  happens  from  its  being  next  to  an  impossibility  to  discover 
all  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  have  a  knowledge  of  in  one  day, 
or  in  one  month. 

Our  present  expenditure  in  wheat  is  at  this  time  very  con- 
siderable, and  no  doubt  occasions  an  appearance  of  great  expence, 
but  your  Grace  will  observe  that  it  is  occasioned  by  the  want  of 
those  articles  which  have  generally  been  sent  us  from  Tgnglimd, 
and  which,  being  a  part  of  the  allow'd  ration,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  substitute  some  other  article  in  lieu  ;  having  no  other,  we 
serve  an  additional  proportion  of  wheat.  Pease,  rice,  and  sugar 
have  been  sometimes  expended.  They  are,  therefore,  replac'd  by 
an  additional  quantity  of  wheat.  One  of  the  ships  jiwt  arrivd, 
having  touched  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  has  brought  from  thence  for  sale 
a  quantity  of  sugar,  which  I  have  considered  at  a  less  price  than 
Government  could  possibly  at  this  time  send  it  from  "P^gUnH. 
I,  therefore,  have  purchased  ten  tons  at  one  shilling  per  pouid, 
which  I  trust  your  Grace  will  not  disapprove.'^  Thero  are  several 
other  articles  which  have  been  long  applied  for,  without  which  we 
shall  be  intirely  at  a  stand.  As  far  as  I  can  procure  them  from 
such  ships  as  call  here,  I  feel  myself  compelled,  much  against  my 
inclination,  to  purchase; 

I  have  already,  in  my  separate  letter  of  the  12th  Novranber, 
1796,t  mentioned  the  consequences  to  the  public  service  of  that 
rage  for  specxdation  and  traffic  which  seems  to  pervade  the 
majority  of  those  holding  situations  under  the  Crown,  and  that 
this  evil  has  descended  to  superintendants,  storekeepers,  and 
various  other  descriptions  of  people,  so  that  the  public  duty  was 
intirely  neglected.  Every  day  convinces  me  more  and  more  that 
many  of  those  people,  if  they  cannot  be  prevailed  on  to  make 
their  public  office  their  first  consideration,  shou'd  be  remov'd. 
Their  private  concerns  occupy  all  their  time,  and  j£50  per  annum 
seems  to  be  no  object  when  X300,  £400,  or  £500  is  to  be  gained 
by  trade.  The  farms  in  the  hands  of  some  individuals  are  very 
extensive.  I  pretend  not  to  judge  how  far  this  may  prove  a 
public  benefit ;  but  I  am  very  sensible  that  those  who  possess 
them  will  ever  be  found  inimical  to  the  success  of  Government  in 
agriculture,  because  such  success  afiects  their  main  object. 

I  have  formerly  given  an  opinion  on  the  advantages  derived 
to  the  colony  by  the  officers,  civil  and  military,  having  token  to 
farming  and  rearing  of  stock.  I  have  never  changed  that  opinion ; 
but  I  have  discovered  what  I  cou'd  not  foresee  when  I  gave  it : 

*  The  Duke  of  Portland  did  not  approve  of  this  purchase.— Post,  pi  518.      t  Ante,  p.  106. 
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that  the  advantages  deriv'd  from  their  exertions  in  agriculture  1797 
has  enabled  them  to  pursue  a  more  extensive  field  in  the  way  of  so  Juno, 
trade,  which  has  been  as  injurious  to  industry  as  their  former 
endeavours  were  beneficial.  The  fanning  of  officers  whilst  they 
continued  to  hold  appointments  under  the  Grown  might  probably 
have  been  less  liable  to  create  the  inconveniences  we  Imve  had 
such  frequent  occasion  to  notice  had  they  been  granted  under 
certain  regtdations  and  restrictions.  It  may  be  found  difficult 
now  to  get  the  better  of  those  inconveniences  ;  but  some  regula- 
tions may  hereafter  be  adopted  which  may  answer  that  end. 

I  need  not  ofier  a  more  convincing  argument  with  your  Grace, 
to  prove  how  far  the  traffic  has  been  injurious  to  industry  in 
agriculture,  than  by  mentioning  that  the  vast  variety  of  debts  Debts 
which  were  sued ior  before  the  last  Court  of  Civil  Judicature,  held  **'  ■«^**«^ 
for  the  purpose  of  compelling  the  settlers  to  be  honest  and  to  pay 
their  just  debts,  has  been  the  complete  ruin  of  many  of  them ; 
they  have  been  obliged  to  sell  their  farms  and  throw  away  their 
labour  for  some  years  past  to  enable  them  to  pay  debts  most  of 
▼hich  had  been  contracted  by  drinking  spirits  at  a  most  exorbitant 
price,  from  thirty  to  sixty  shillings  per  gallon.  Your  Grace  will 
see  from  this  truth  what  are  the  description  of  people  our  settlers 
hare  been  composed  of ;  and  your  Grace  will  also  discover  what  a 
profitable  article  of  trade  spirits  have  been  smugled  into  the  colony  Spirits, 
in  direct  opposition  to  my  best  endeavours  and  Public  Orders,  and 
altho'  I  have  endeavoured  to  prevent  it  by  means  of  a  guard  on 
Ixnrd  aifed  every  other  caution,  I  have  not  succeeded.  The  stock 
of  tlus  destructive  article  in  ^le  colony  when  I  arrived  was  very 
oonsidenble. 

Hie  worst  characters  have  unfortunately  been  placed  at  the  Refnctoiy 
greatest  distance  from  head-quarters  (the  banks  of  the  Hawkes-  ^°°  ^^^ 
bmy),  where  a  considerable  number  of  them  refused  lately  to 
obey  a  Public  Order  I  had  occasion  to  issue,  and  did  not  hesitate 
to  aay  that  they  did  not  care  for  the  Governor  or  tlie  Orders  of  ths 
folony — they  were  free  tnen^  and  wou^d  do  a$  they  pleae'd,  I,' 
however,  very  soon  convinced  them  of  their  mistake,  and  they 
became  very  humble,  and  prc»nis'd  the  strictest  obedience  in 
futare  if  I  wou'd  pardon  this  offence.  This  turbulent  conduct 
coa'd  never  have  happened  had  these  people  been  kept  under 
proper  regulations  from  the  beginning.  I  trust,  however,  my 
Lon],  that  we  shall  in  time  bring  them  to  be  more  orderly  and 
obedient,  much  happier,  and  probably  more  <^lent  than  they  at 
present  are. 

Many  complaints  having  been  made  by  the  settlers  of  the  heavy 
expeuse  attoiding  the  hire  of  labourers,  I  have  considered  their 
grievance,  and  have  established  the  rate  of  wages*  for  the  diffisrent  The  nte 
kinds  of  labor  all  over  the  colony,  to  which  I  have  bound  the  ^  ^"^•^^ 

^  Ante,  pp.  197,  204 ;  post,  p.  298 
VOL.  Ill — P 
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20  June. 

Expirees. 


Hostility  of 
the  natives. 


A  burden 
on  the  store. 


Cominunica* 
tion  with 
England. 


Hunter  and 
Macarthur. 


settlers  hy  written  articles  strictly  to  adhere  under  a  certain 
penalty.  This  will  prevent  impositions  of  some  extent.  We  have 
no  less  than  700  men  out  of  their  time  and  off  the  public  store, 
and  we  have  many  more  whose  time  being  nearly  expir'd  will  be 
discharged  if  they  desire  it. 

Many  of  them  have  become  a  public  and  very  dangerous 
nuisance  ;  being  too  idle  to  work,  they  have  join'd  large  bodys  of 
the  natives,  and  have  taught  them  how  to  annoy  and  distress  the 
settlers,  who  have  many  of  them  been  murdered  by  them,  their 
houses  burnt,  and  their  stock  destroyed  They  have  threatened 
to  burn  and  destroy  our  crops  upon  the  ground,  and  to  kill  our 
cattle  wherever  they  can  find  them.  I  am  therefore  obUg'd  U) 
arm  the  herds,  and  it  distresses  me  to  say  that  I  fear  I  shall  be 
under  the  necessity  of  sending  arm'd  parties  in  all  directions  to 
scower  the  country.  I  have  been  out  myself  with  a  small  party 
of  officers,  and  I  shall  frequently  do  so,  and  prevent,  as  far  as 
pos£(ible,  the  destruction  of  many  of  those  people  who  are  led 
entirely  by  the  villians  who  have  got  amongst  them.  We  are 
much  in  want  of  some  small  arms  and  some  camp  equipage,  in 
order  to  take  particular  stations  for  preventing  these  mischief. 

The  vast  number  of  women  for  whom  we  have  very  little  work 
are  a  heavy  weight  upon  the  store  of  Gk)vernment.*  If  we  estimate 
their  merits  by  the  charming  children  with  which  they  have 
tiird  the  colony  they  will  deserve  our  care  ;  but  it  will  become  a 
matter  for  the  consideration  of  Government  whether,  after  the 
father  has  withdrawn  himself  from  the  service  of  the  public,  \a> 
children  are  to  continue  a  burthen  on  the  public  store.  I  have 
informed  several  that  when  they  quit  the  service  of  €rovemment 
they  must  take  their  family  with  them.  The  military  have  many 
children,  and  they  are  all  fed  and  cloth'd  at  the  public  expence ; 
the  pay  of  a  private  soldier  cannot  maintain  them,  and  I  cannot 
see  their  infants  in  want. 

Permit  me,  my  Lord,  before  I  conclude  this  letter,  to  observe 
that  our  vast  distance  from  England,  and  the  great  length  of  time 
which  must  elapse  before  I  can  be  gratified  with  your  Grace's 
commands  on  any  of  the  subjects  in  which  it  may  be  requisite  I 
should  be  instructed,  renders  my  time  of  suspense  exceedingly 
painful,  and  in  an  extraordinary  degree  so  when  I  have  had 
occasion  to  complain  in  my  public  character  on  the  attempt  made 
by  a  speculating  individual  on  the  authority  of  his  Majesty's 
Govt. ;  this  is  a  circumstance  which  an  honest  and  honourable 
pride,  and  a  determination  to  support  that  authority  by  every 
legal  and  proper  means,  will  not  as  a  public  concern  allow  me  to 
drop,  until  it  is  either  noticed  in  that  light,  or  is  reduc'd  to  that  of 
a  private  one,  for  I  cannot  suffer  such  a  piece  of  presumption  and 
impertinence  as  that  of  which  I  have  complain'd  to  pass  unnotic'd. 
I  trust  your  Grace  will  view  it  as  it  deserves.     Had  the  opinions 


*  Ante,  p.  182 ;  post,  pp.  60S,  685. 
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of  this  meddling  person,  however  founded  on  speculative  notions,      1707 
been  respectfully  laid  before  me,  as  they  ought  to  have  been,  and    90  June, 
it  was  his  duty  to  have  done,  your  Grace  wou'd  have  received 
them  through  me,  together  with  such  observations  upon  their 
practicability  as  I  might  have  seen  occasion  to  make,  but  it  was 
those  observations,  so  necessary  for  your  Grace's   more  perfect 
information,  that  he  was  unwilling  to  risk ;  he  wished  rather  to  lay  Macarthur'a 
before  your  Grace  some  plausible  opinion  founded  upon  his  own  portUuMi. 
speculative  ideas,  without  its  being  known  how  far  they  were  at 
this  time  practicable,  and  to  keep  me,  to  whom  they  ought  to  have 
been  submitted,  if  well  meant,  in  the  dark  respecting  their  nature. 
I  shall  continue  to  hope  that  your  Grace  will  so  represent  this 
complaint  to  his  Maj^ty  as  will  prevent  in  future  any  attempts 
of  this  nature,  which  may   be  felt  (if  not  discouraged)  by  the 
Governors  of  his  Majesty's  other  British  possessions  as  well  as 
this.* 

I  will  take  this  opportunity  to  inform  your  Grace  that  as  such 
American  ships  as  have  touch'd  here  from  time  to  time  have 
generally  taken  away  such  of  the  people  as  had  completed  their  Expirees 
term  of  transportation,  I  have  determined  that  during  this  time  of  J£^**'*^*^''* 
war  none  shall  be  permitted  to  leave  this  colony  in  a  foreign  ship. 
This  the  men  feel  as  an  hardship ;  but  I  consider  it  a  duty  I 
owe  my  country  to  prevent  the  loss  of  so  many  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  when  their  country  may  have  occasion  for  them.  In 
this,  altho'  it  may  be  thought  by  some  that  I  have  exceeded  my 
authority,  I  shall  hope  it  may  not  be  disapproved  by  your  Grace. 

If  ^e  commander-in-chief  of  the  King's  ships  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  had  sent  two  or  three  frigates  here  to  recruit  for  the  Recruits  for 
fleet  they  wou'd  have  returned  again  in  less  than  five  months,  ***®^***' 
taking  the  first  of  the  summer,  and  receive  as  many  men  as  wou'd 
be  felt  by  the  fleet  a  considerable  advantage. 

Your  Grace  will  have  understood  long  before  you  can  receive 
this  that  I  had  refus'd  my  sanction  to  an  officer  sent  from  the 
East  Indies  to  recruit  soldiers  here.t  I  did  not  then  think,  for  the  Recruits 
reasons  which  I  gave  your  Grace,  that  I  cou'd  with  safety  to  the '°'  '°^^ 
coucCTna  of  the  colony  allow  it ;  but  the  numbers  who  have  since 
been  discharged  from  the  victualling-books  in  consequence  of  their 
term  oi  transportation  being  expired,  and  the  men  whom  we  have 
since  receiv'd,  will  admit  of  those  who  are  upon  their  own  hands 
being  thin'd,  for  they  now  do  much  mischief. 

I  have,  ibc, 

Jno.  Hunter* 

*  See  Xacarthiir's  letter  to  tlie  Dulce  of  Portland,  to  which  Hunter  evidently  refers ; 
ante,  p.  131.     The  letter  was  forwarded  by  the  Ihike  to  Hunter  for  the  latter's  comments  ; 

t  Ante,  pp.  S,  00.   The  Duke  of  Portland  approved  of  Hunter's  action  in  refusing  to  allow 
the  Indiaa  aotbcrities  to  recruit  their  forces  from  the  ranks  of  the  expirees.-  Post,  p.  801. 
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tion. 


SlaveiT 
or  exile. 


Maurice  Margarot  to  Lieutekant^Govbeitor  Grose.* 

May  it  please  your  Honour, 

Brought  a  prisoner  to  this  colony  in  consequence  of  a  sen- 
tence of  transportation  passed  against  me  by  the  Lord  Justioe- 
Clerk  of  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary  in  Scotland,  and  approved 
by  his  Britannic  Majesty,  I,  with  all  respect  to  those  officers  who 
here  act  in  his  name,  claim  the  restoration  of  my  freedom- 
freedom,  the  common  birthright  of  Britons — and  to  which  I  feel 
myself  entitled,  inasmuch  as  I  conceive  my  sentence  to  be  fulfilled 
on  my  arrival  here,  that  sentence  being  transportation,  not  slaveiy, 
the  latter  unknown  to  our  laws,  and  directly  contrary  to  the 
British  Constitution  as  it  was  established  by  the  Revolation  of 
1688,  which  placed  the  present  family  on  the  Throne  for  the  imme- 
diate purpose  of  more  effectually  protecting  British  freedom.  It 
would  therefore  not  be  doing  justice  to  my  countrymen,  when 
cheerfully  undergoing  a  long  exile  for  their  sakes,  were  I  silently 
to  suffer  in  my  own  person  so  great  a  violation  of  their  charters. 

Unused  to  the  more  refined  language  of  a  courtier,  I  must  entreat 
your  Honour  not  to  be  offended  at  the  plain  manner  in  which  I 
here  express  myself.  This  case  applies  not  to  me  alone,  bat  to 
every  Briton,  for  if  the  Executive  power  can  make  one  slave,  it 
may  make  all  so.  Your  Honour  will  then,  I  hope,  perceive  the 
absolute  necessity  I  am  under  of  making  such  my  constitutional 
demand,  and  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  this  colony  you  will,  I 
trust,  officially  and  publicly  restore  to  me  my  freedom. 

Should  it,  notwithstanding,  prove  otherwise,  I  must  take  the 
liberty,  whatever  personal  danger  may  impend,  to  enter  a  formal 
protest  against  a  refusal,  which,  I  apprehend,  may  be  supported, 
but  am  certain  cannot  be  justified,  Hby  those  to  whom  the  Executive 
power  has  been  committed.  I  am,  &c., 

Maurice  Margarot. 


Groee's 
reply. 


Margnrot 
a  convict. 


Major  Grose  to  Maurice  Margarot. 

Mr.  Margarot, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  inst.,  which  I  sup- 
pose is  written  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  with  what  patience 
I  shall  bear  any  seditious  remarks  you  may  hereafter  see  fit  to 
entertain  me  with. 

I  hope,  sir,  for  your  own  sake,  our  correspondence  is  to  close 
here ;  that,  instead  of  the  President  of  6,000  persons,  idioin  you 
boast  to  have  harangued,  you  will  now  consider  yourself  as  the 
convict  from  whom  humility  is  expected,  and  to  whom  very  little 
ceremony  will  be  used  if  the  least  propensity  to  disturb  the  peace 
of  this  place  is  ever  discovered. 

*  PubUihed  in  the  Sdinimrffh  Ad»erH$er  of  20th  June,  1797.    The  letter,  which  bean  do 
date,  «M  evidently  written  in  the  year  17B4,  before  Qroee  emIiariEed  for  Eaglaiid. 
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There  is  everj  iadination  on  my  part  to  aocommodate  your  un-      1797 
fortunate  situation  so  far  as  it  consistently  can  be  done,  but  this     qq  jg^^ 
I  haye  some  idea  does  not  answer  your  purpose  so  exactly  as  if 
yoa  were  able  to  complain  of  fetters  and  severe  treatment.     If 
this  is  at  all  your  desires,  it  is  easy  to  be  furnished  with  materials  Grow 
for  a  very  long  lett^* ;  for  you  may  rest  assured  I  have  not  the  gutaoiBston. 
smaJiest  doubt,  neither  shall  I  have  the  least  hesitation,  of  forcing 
as  much  good  order  from  you  as  from  any  other  prisoner  in  the 
plaoeL  I  am,  &c., 

Francis  Gbose. 

Governor  Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  20th  June,  1797. 

The  uncertainty,  in  the  time  of  war,  of  my  different  letters  The  war, 
on  the  various  subjects  I  have  had  occasion  to  write  upon  coming 
duly  to  hand  will,  I  hope,  be  admitted  as  a  sufficient  apology  for  my 
considering  it  necessary  on  some  occasions  to  repeat  my  applications. 

I  have  some  time  past  wdtten  and  expressed  my  hope  that  a 
supply  of  slop  cloathing  wou'd  be  sent  us  as  early  as  possible.  Since  clothing, 
that  time  we  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  receive  a  supply  by 
the  Sylph,  victualing  ship,  which  serv'd  to  relieve  my  immediate 
wants,  and  not  sooner,  I  assure  you,  sir,  than  our  necessitys 
demanded.  I  have  now  to  intimate  that  we  have  (except  in  a  few 
trifling  articles)  completely  issued  that  supply. 

Pennit  me,  sir,  to  propose  a  change  in  die  article  of  breeches  a  change 
«nd  stockings  for  the  men,  and  instead  of  them  to  substitute  **'  ®'**'***"*f- 
either  blue  or  brown  long  woolen  trowsers,  which  are  far  more 
coQyenient  and  comfortable  to  the  people,  and  much  mcnre  desir'd 
hy  them.  If  the  materials  only  were  sent  out  the  expenoe  of 
making  might  be  sav'd,  as  the  men  wou^d  prefer  fitting  themselves. 
Such  a  pair  of  trowsers  answers  the  purpose  of  breeches  and 
storings  together,  so  that  very  few  of  the  latter  wou'd  be  neces- 
sary, and  none  of  the  former.  Amongst  the  different  particulars 
sent  out  with  the  slops,  none  has  been  more  usefull  than  the  raven 
duck  or  thin  canvas.  It  is  exceedingly  convenient  in  the  summer 
for  frocks  and  trowsers,  and  renders  the  issuing  of  woolens  at  that 
season  less  necessary. 

Nothing  oou'd  have  been  better  considered  than  the  sending  Shoes  and 
with  the  ^oes  a  quantity  of  sole  leather.     It  has  oocasion'd  our  ^***^*'- 
Spinning  out  the  proportion  of  shoes  to  near  twice  the  time  they 
wou'd  hxve  lasted.    And  here  I  will  take  an  opportunity  of  repeat- 
ing what  I  have  formerly  mention'd — ^that  the  shoes  are  exceedingly 
had ;  iiiey  will  nob  last  a  week. 

Allow  me,  sir,  in  this  place  to  say  that  you  can  have  no  idea  of 
the  distress  we  experience  thro'  the  want  of  a  supply  of  naval  Naval 
stores.     These  are  articles  which  my  own  professional  knowledge  **°'*'** 
serves  to  convince  me  you  have  in  these  times  a  great  demand 
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1707      for  at  home  ;  I  have  therefore  been  the  less  importunate  on  that 

20 June,     subject;  but  I  can  no  longer  delay  assuring  you,  sir,  that  such 

neoessarys  are  exceedingly  wanted  for  forwarding  many  works  upon 

which  my  whole  stock  of  i^esources  have  been  completely  expended 

long  ago,  and  boats  and  small  craft  nearly  wome  out  or  laid  up. 

Tools.  Tools  of  every  kind  I  must  not  omit  to  mention,  altho'  I  trust 

long  before  you  can  receive  this  you  will  have  seen  Mr.  Palmer, 
our  Commissary,  who  carried  with  him  all  our  demands ;  and  I 
hope  you  will  find  that  they  have  been  made  out  in  the  manner 
suggested  to  me  before  I  left  London  as  the  most  proper  form. 

stationery.  Qn  the  subject  of  stationery,  I  must  observe  that  unless  you 
were  acquainted  with  the  whole  process,  or  manner,  in  which  the 
various  concerns  of  the  colony  is  carried  on,  and  the  different 
channels  thro'  which  it  must  pass,  to  prevent  that  confusion  of 
which  I  have  had  so  much  cause  to  complain,  and  which  "wou'd 
often  be  found  to  involve  greater  expence,  you  can  have  no  idea 
of  the  vast  quantity  of  that  article  necessary.  You  know,  sir,  that 
I  am  allow'd  for  stationery  £20  per  annum,  which  for  my  own 
mere  letter-writing  and  correspondence  might  be  sufficient ;   but 

The  when  it  is  considered  that  I  must  supply  all  the  inferior  officers, 

insufficient,  or  those  whom  I  must  employ  on  the  public  business  for  keeping 
lists  of  working  partys,  for  making  out  daily,  weekly,  and  monthly 
reports  of  labour  and  other  necessary  returns,  it  will  be  found 
that  £60  does  not  defray  my  expenses.  I  am,  at  this  day,  obliged 
to  supply  everf/  department  in  the  colony,  and  it  is  fortunace  it 
has  been  so  long  in  my  power.  I  am,  however,  drawing  very 
near  to  the  end  of  my  stock  of  that  very  necessary  article.  I  have 
to  request,  sir,  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  represent  this 
circumstance  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  that  some  way 
may  be  suggested  for  remedying  this  inconvenient  expence,  either 
by  increasing  my  allowance  for  those  purposes,  or  making  a  sep- 
arate allowance  for  this  use,  or  in  any  way  which  may  appear  to 
his  Grace  to  be  the  most  proper.* 

^^*  victe.  Among  the  convicts  lately  arrived  by  the  Britannia  and  Ganges 

I  am  pleas'd  to  find  a  few  usefull  mechanicks.  This  will  enable 
me  to  discharge  from  wages  some  I  have  been  obliged  to  hire ; 
but  I  am  extremely  concerned  to  observe  that  our  repeated 
demands  for  tools  and  implements  of  husbandry  have  not  been 
answered,  nor  have  we  at  this  time  an  iron  pot  or  anything  to 
substitute  in  lieu,  and  when  those  people  are  divided  into  partys 

^^^  they  must  have  some  cooking  utensil.  Permit  me  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  assuring  you  that  if  the  various  articles  of  stores 
which  have  been  long  applied  for  are  not  soon  sent  us  we  shall 
be  completely  at  a  stand.  We  have  now  very  little  iron  left, 
having  been  oblig'd  so  long  to  manufacture  all  the  tools  wanted 
for  artificers  or  for  agriculture.  I  have,  <kc., 

John  Hunteb. 

•  Post,  pp.  494,  730. 
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Government  and  General  Order.  17«7 

21st  June,  1797.  21  June. 

Parole — Falsehood.  Countersign — Detect 
Whereas  an  infamous,  scandalous,  and  anonimous  letter*  addressed  An 
to  the  Governor,  has  been  picked  up  in  the  street  of  Sydney,  in  iSterl^^"* 
which  his  Excellency's  servants  are  accus'd  of  carrying  on  a  trade 
in  spirituous  liquors  under  the  sanction  of  their  master,  and  of 
imposing  upon  those  with  whom  they  are  said  to  have  dealt :  This 
is  to  give  notice,  that  if  there  is  a  man  in  the  colony  who  has  in 
any  respect  been  concerned  in  any  traffic  with  any  of  the  servants 
of  the  Governor,  and  who  has  in  way  been  wrong'd  by  them,  that 
if  such  person  will  come  forward  before  a  Court  of  Civil  Judica- 
ture and  solicit  an  inquiry  into  their  case,  and  for  that  justice  to 
which  every  inhabitant  is  intitled,  they  will  be  supported  and  pro- 
tected by  the  Governor  in  making  such  legal  claim  to  redress. 
And  whereas  the  peace,  regularity,  and  good  order  of  this  colony 
depends  much  on  the  respectability  in  which  its  magistrates  and 
other  officers  are  held,  it  becomes  necessary  that  the  authors  and 
advisers  of  such  &lse,  infamous,  and  scandalous  publications  be 
brought  to  light  It  is  therefore  hereby  promised  that  if  any  a  reward, 
person  will  come  forward  and  give  information  who  the  authors 
or  advisers  of  the  infamous  anonimous  paper  above  mentioned  are,i 
so  that  the  offender  or  offenders  herein  may  be  brought  before  a 
Court  and  prosecuted  to  conviction,  they  shall  receive  a  reward  of 
twenty  guineas ;  and,  &rther,  if  the  informer  is  a  convict,  such 
oiimct,  beside  the  above  reward,  shall  receive  a  full  and  absolute 
emancipation,  and  be  permitted  to  leave  the  colony  by  the  first 
opportunity  they  may  meet     Jno.  Hunter. 

Eeturn  of  Pay  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  of  Foot  for  182    24  June. 

days,  from  the  25th  December,  1796,  to  the  24th  June,  1797. 

23  sergeants,  at  Is. ;  21  corporals,  at  8d. ;  14  drummers,  at  8d.  ; 
390  privates,  at  6d 

Kecruits  joined — 3  sergeants,  3-  corporals,  2  drummers,  and  55 
privates. 

Recruits  discharged,  33 ;  deserted,  25 ;  died,  5. 

Total  pay,  £2,787  13s.  2d. 

W.  Foveaux,  Capt'n  Command'g  KS.W.  Corps. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  25th  June,  1797.         25  Juno. 

After  having  written  my  letters  No.  25  and  26,  which  will 
be  forwarded  herewith,  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Grace's 
dispatch  No.  4,t  and  the  letters  which  accompanied  it,  as  mark'd  in 

^  Ante,  pp.  213,  214. 

t  This  u  cTidently  the  letter  written  in  August,  1796,  but  not  dated,  which  will  be  found 
on  ppu  9&-9S,  ante. 
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25  June. 
Dsspatches. 


Stote  of  the 
colony. 


Farming^ 
operations. 


Huutei's 
difficulties. 


The  question 
of  expense. 


Importation 

Of.glfttO. 


the  margin.'^  Those  letters  were  received  b^  the  return  of  his 
Maj's  ship  Supply  from  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope,  her  commander 
having  taken,  them  out  of  the  Ganges,  transport,  just  arriv'd  there. 

It  is  matter  of  no  small  gratification  to  me  that  yoar  Grrace 
appears  satisfied  with  the  state  of  the  colony,  as  fit  as  I  kad 
an  opportunity  of  knowing  and  reporting  it  by  the  ship  Ybong 
William.  I  do  not  claim  to  myself  any  part  of  the  merit  which 
might  have  been  conspicuous  in  those  by  whose  means  that  state 
had  been  forwarded,  for  I  had  been  but  a  shore  time  arriVd. 

When  I  took  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  your  Grace  that 
encouragement  being  early  and  amply  afforded  to  settlers  and 
others  employ'd  in  farming  wou'd  be  the  sui^est  and  most  expedi- 
tious way  of  promoting  the  agriculture  of  the  country,  as  holding 
out  a  personal  motive  to  exertion,  and  in  which  opinion  your 
Grace  has  been  pleased  to  agree  with  me,  I  must  beg  to  assure 
you,  my  Lord,  that  in  offering  that  opinion  I  did  not  mean  to 
consider  the  public  interest  as  an  object  to  be  set  aside  for  a  single 
moment.  No,  my  Lord,  I  trust  your  Grace  will  do  me  the  honor 
to  believe  that  it  is  no  less  my  most  earnest  wish,  than  it  is  my 
indispensible  duty,  to  use  every  practicable  means  for  reducing 
the  heavy  expencea  of  this  colony.  In  the  short  time  I  have  been 
here,  and  the  innumerable  difiicultys  which  have  unfortunately 
been  somehow  or  other  plac'd  in  the  way  of  my  early  success  in 
so  desirable  a  consideration,  your  Grace  will  discov^  from  my 
successive  letters  (in  which  I  have  detailed  at  considerable  length 
what  those  difiicultys  were,  and  how  great  my  cause  of  complaint 
had  been)  that  it  is  not  the  work  of  a  day  to  establish  that  reform 
in  this  colony  so  highly  essential  to  order  and  good  government, 
and  which  must  be  preliminary  to  a  reduction  of  the  vast  expences 
which  it  occasions  to  the  mother  country.  To  say  that  I  am  con- 
cerned those  expences  should  be  so  great  is  but  faintly  to  express 
the  anxiety  which  I  have  felt  on  that  account  since  my  arrival ; 
and  I  must  request  that  the  original  cause  may  be  recurr'd  to  and 
considered,  in  order  that  the  censure  (if  any  shall  be  oonsider'd  as 
deserved)  may  fall  where  it  may  be  thought  merited,  for  I  must 
say,  my  Lord,  that  much  of  the  sums  drawn  for  in  my  name  were 
occasioned  by  circumstances  which  had  their  existence  before  my 
time,  and  were  unavoidable  on  my  part 

In  your  Grace's  letter  of  the  31st  August  lastf  it  is  particularly 
noticed  that  a  quantity  of  grain  at  a  very  great  expence  had  been 
imported  in  the  ship  Endeavour  when  she  brought  live  cattle  from 
India  to  the  colony.  It  is  impossible  for  me,  my  Lord,  to  form 
any  correct  judgement  on  the  then  necessity  of  ordering  that  grain 
to  be  received ;  but,  in  reply  to  your  Grace's  observation  relative 

*  Letters  —26th  September,  1796,  ante,  p.  138 ;  81st  Auf^ist,  ante,  p^  III ;  and 
22nd  August,  ante,  p.  98  (note), 
t  Ante,  p.  91. 
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to  the  receiving  cf  maize  from  Norfolk  Island  at  far  less  expence,  1797 
I  beg  teave  to  say  that  at  that  particular  time  it  might  not  have  js  June, 
been  in  the  power  of  the  conmianding  officer,  for  want  of  a  ship, 
to  have  sent  to  that  island  for  what  they  cou'd  spioce,  and  the 
Colonial  sc^iOQner,  which  is  a  mere  boat,  although  capable  of  ciury- 
ing  a  dispatch,  is  too  small  for  sach  purposef  I  will  take  the 
opportunity  of  obsraring,  my  Lord,  that  with  common  care  and 
attention  I  see  no  occasion  for  the  colony  ever  to  have  recourse 
to  Norfolk  Island  for  that  article,  because  maize  grows  with  equal 
Inxorianoe  here,  and  consequently  shou'd  be  sold  as  cheap. 

As  soon  as  I  can  have  a  sufficient  quantity  of  ground  in  culti-  GovennMirt 
vation  on  the  public  account,  which  shall  be  as  early  as  the  labor  ^™^°'' 
of  the  convicts  whom  we  receive  from  the  Ganges  and  Britannia 
can  effect  it,  I  trust  that  I  shall  not  only  be  able  to  lower  the  price 
of  every  kind  of  grain,  but  that  the  quantity  to  be  purchased  by 
Government  will  be  very  small.  I  will  then  reduce  the  private 
&rxDS  in  the  number  of  their  labourers,  unless  those  who  employ 
them  will  take  them  off  the  hands  of  Government  altogether ;  but 
to  do  that  before  I  can  ensure  bread  for  those  fed  at  the  public 
expence  would  be  a  very  dangerous  experiment,  as  likely  to  reduce 
us  to  want  in  that  necessary  article. 

The  salt  provisions  which  your  Gi-ace  has  mentioned  we  shall  s^* 
receive  from  the  above  two  ships  will  fully  complete  to  the  time  ^^^  ^^^ 
proposed  ;  but  I  must  take  this  opportunity  of  remarking  that  in 
tbe  lesource  mentioned  by  your  Grace  of  salting  fish,  I  fear,  my 
Lord,  that  those  who  may  have  hinted  the  matter  to  Government 
bave  been  rather  too  sanguine.  I  admit,  my  Lord,  that  there  are 
times  when  industrious  individuals  who  are  in  possession  of  a  small 
boat  may  frequently  furnish  their  family  with  fresh  fish,  which  '^J^'^y 
are  chiefly  caught  within  the  harbours ;  but  when  we  consider  this 
business  on  a  larger  scale,  as  intended  to  supply  several  thousand 
people  with  even  a  small  proportion,  and  take  into  our  recollection 
that  there  are  but  few  fish  of  a  size  fit  to  salt,  that  we  have  no 
fishiag-banks  upon  this  coast  like  those  of  the  North  Sea  or  New- 
foundland to  resort  to,  and  upon  which  we  wou'd  require  boats  or 
vessels  of  a  larger  size  than  small  row-boats,  we  shall  see  that  it 
will  not  promise  the  advantage  your  Grace  may  have  been  led  to 
expect — the  men  can  be  employed  to  far  better  purpose  in  the  field. 
If  we  were  even  provided  with  vessels  fit  to  navigate  along  the 
coast,  and  to  enter  the  different  harbours  for  this  purpose,  we 
wou'd  require  fishing-netts,  hooks  and  lines,  &c.,  <kc. ;  but  I  am  very  Ftohinpf- 
apprehensive  that  had  we  a  number  of  such  vessels,  having  none 
but  convicts  to  employ  in  them,  we  shou'd  frequently  have  cause 
to  regret  such  safe  opportunitys  of  leaving  the  colony  without  per- 
mission as  such  vessels  wou'd  afford.  Your  Grace  I  have  no  doubt 
will  pardon  my  taking  the  liberty  to  point  out  those  difficultys. 
I  did  it,  my  Lord,  because  I  have  often  known  opinions  of  this 
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Norfolk 
Islaud. 


Feeding  the 
herds. 


17©7  nature  given  too  much  at  random,  and  without  having  taken  every- 
25  June,  thing  necessary  into  consideration.  I  am  pretty  well  acquainted 
with  the  practical  part  of  such  business  myself.  I  therefore  -write 
the  more  confidently. 
Salting  fish.  A  Mr.  Boston*  was  sent  out  by  Government  in  consequence  of 
some  proposal  he  had  made  relative  to  the  making  of  salt  and 
curing  of  fish,  but  he,  soon  after  his  arrival,  chang'd  his  plan,  and 
he  now  speculates  in  some  other  way,  and  I  am  of  opinion  "will 
continue  to  be  one  of  those  whom  the  colony  will  not  derive  any 
advantage  from.  With  respect  to  what  your  Grace  remarks  upon 
the  swine  bred  upon  Norfolk  Island,  I  am  of  opinion  that  were 
that  spot  wholly  applied  to  such  particular  use  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable they  would  be  able  to  provide  a  considerable  quantity  of 
pork  for  this  settlement,  which  might  in  the  winter  season  be 
cured  there;  but  they  will  require  materials  for  this  purpose,  -which 
might  be  procured  from  the  East  Indies.  Salt  they  cou'd  make, 
but  sugar,  saltpetre,  and  some  spices  being  equally  necessary,  must 
be  sent  them  ;  without  these  articles  there  would  be  a  risk  of  great 
loss.  Indian  com  for  feeding  such  animals  they  can  grow  abund- 
ance of,  but  the  labor  attending  the  cultivation  of  this  grain  is 
so  great  that  they  have  hitherto  considered  sixpence  per  pound 
as  low  as  they  can  sell  it ;  as  I  am  not  immediately  acquainted 
with  the  expence  of  sending  this  article  from  England,  I  am  not 
prepar'd  to  draw  the  comparative  expences.  Wheat  being  a  grain 
which  does  not  succeed  so  well  on  that  island,  I  fear  they  must 
have  recourse  to  us  for  that  article ;  their  want  in  this  respect 
occasion'd  my  sending  thither  900  bushels  by  the  last  opportunity 
I  had. 

The  two  officers  and  sixty  private  soldiers  coming  out  in  the  two 
convict  shipst  will  be  a  considerable  relief  to  the  duty  of  the  troops ; 
and  I  am  extremely  glad  to  understand  that  an  addition  to  the 
medical  department  will  arrive  at  same  time,  and  that  your  Grace 
is  pleased  to  propose  an  addition  to  that  of  the  Commissary  also. 

I  beg,  my  Lord,  to  mention  that  you  will  find  that  I  have  antici- 
pated, many  months  ago,  the  desire  your  Grace  ha,s  express'd  that 
I  will  use  every  means  in  my  power  to  lessen  the  expences  of  the 
civil  establishment  by  discharging  every  useless  appointment.  I 
have  discharged  a  millwright  sent  out  by  Government  on  a  sallary 
of  £105  pr.  ann.  He  had  not  earned  £5,  altho'  he  had  cost  the 
public  £600  or  more.  Anxious  as  I  was  to  get  a  mill  erected,  I 
cou'd  not  effect  it  until  I  found  an  ingenious  Irish  convict,  who 
has  finished  a  very  good  one,  and  as  an  encouragement  I  gave  him 
£25  and  abolished  the  above  sallary,  an  appointment  I  saw  no 
occasion  for.     Be  assur'd,  my  Lord,  I  will  continue  to  discharge 

*  Mr.  John  Boston  accompanied  the  Scotch  Maityra  on  the  Surprize.— VoL  ii,  p.  SS5 ; 

post,  490.  r  -. 

t  The  ships  referred  to  were  the  Ganges  and  the  Britannia. 
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soldiers. 


Expense  of 
the  civil 
establish- 
ment. 
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from  the  victualing-books  of  the  colony  all  improper  persons.     I       1797 
have  remov'd  some  hundreds  since  I  arriv'd,  many  of  whom  should    05  jq^^ 
have  heen  discharged  before  they  were. 

The  ship  Britannia,  with  convicts  from  Ireland,  arrived  the  convicts 
27th  May.   From  the  extraordinary  manner  in  which  those  people  {^£1,^, 
are  sent  from  Irehind  hither,  I  must,  in  justice  to  those  convicts, 
repeat  my  hope  that  your  Grace  wiJl  give  directions  that  I  am 
furnished  with  proper  lists  of  all  those  that  have  come  from 
that  country  within  the  last  five  years,  noting  the  time  of  their 
conviction  and  the  term  they  are  to  serve.      I  have  no  official  list 
of  those  come  in  this  last  ship,  nor  any  account  but  such  as  the 
master  had  made  on  board.     It  is  necessarily  inconvenient  to  our 
concerns  here,  and  extremely  unjust  to  be  obliged  to  compel  the 
men  to  longer  servitude  than  the  law  has  directed :  but  such  is  Their 
our  situation  with  respect  to  the  Irish  convicts,  who  are  a  very  unknown, 
turbulent  description  of  transports.     They  have  more  than  once 
threatened  opposition  to  all  authority  if  they  are  not  liberated 
when  their  time  of  servitude  is  expired,  a  circumstance  we  con- 
tinue to  be  left  in  ignorance  of. 

I  am  sorry  I  cannot  say  much  for  the  health  of  those  come  out 
in  the  last  ship.     The  people  have  been  kept  in  irons  the  whole 
vojage  in  consequence  of  some  conjecture  that  they  meant  to  seize  a  suspected 
the  ship  and  to  murder  the  officers.     They  look  most  wretchedly  ™"**"y- 
from  the  long  confinement,  and  will  require  some  time  to  recruit 
before  we  can  set  them  to  work. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  my  Lord,  that  one  of  the  King's  naval 
officers,  or  some  person  properly  qualified,  is  not  sent  out  in  ships 
so  employ'd ;  the  convict  has  no  person  to  complain  to,  whatever 
cause  he  may  have.  Such  officer  wou'd  see  they  had  justice  done 
them  in  their  provision  as  well  as  their  treatment.  They  are  Traatment 
without  protector,  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  master  and  his  °^  «>n^  >cta. 
officers,  who  in  the  present  instance  does  not  appear  to  have  had 
much  lenity,  as  a  number  had  died  on  the  passage,  of  whom  some 
had  been  severely  punish'd.  I  shall  direct  an  inquiry  and  trans- 
mit the  result  herewith  for  your  Grace's  information.*  I  am  dis- 
appointed, my  Lord,  in  the  surgeon  whom  your  Grace  meant  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Irvine,  deceased,  no  such  person  having  arriv'd  in  the 
Britannia. 

The  Ganges  arriv'd  on  the  2nd  of  June.     The  convicts  arriv'd  The  Ganges, 
in  better  health  than  those  already  mention'd,  altho'  some  are 
highly  scorbutic. 

Altho'  this  recruit  of  strength  is  considerable,  and  will  enable 
me  the  sooner  to  effect  what  your  Grace  is  desirous  of,  I  must  at 
same  time  say  that  I  discharg'd  the  other  day  more  than  a  hundred 
whose  time  was  expir'd,  and  struck  them  off  at  their  own  desire  from  Expirees, 
the  victualing-books ;  and  I  must  observe  that  many  of  those  who 
are  just  arrived  have  not  more  than  eighteen  months  or  two  years 

*See  the  erldenee  taken  before  the  Judgpe- Advocate  and  two  nuslatrates.— Poet,  pp.  240  et  seq. 


236 


HISTORICAL  BECOBDS  OV  NEW  SOUTH  WAIiBS. 


1797 
26  June. 


The 

aasUUnt 

suigeons. 


Liveatock 
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H.M.a 
Sapply. 


An  unsea- 

worthy 
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Lieutenant 
Kent. 


to  serve,  having  been  convicted  in  1792  for  seven  yean.  This  is 
extremely  inconvenient,  and  fills  the  covntry  with  vagabonds. 
We  have  the  acquisition  of  an  assistant  surgeon  by  the  Ganges.*^ 

P«7nit  me  to  observe,  my  Lord,  that  in  all  the  ships  from 
Ireland  the  surgeon  sent  upon  that  service  is  refer'd  to  me  f <Nr  a 
passage  home ;  I  must  therefore  remind  your  Grace  that  as  all 
ships  sent  here  are  discharg'd  from  his  Majesty's  service  as  soon 
as  cleared,  and  are  engaged  under  another  contract,  I  have  it  not 
in  my  power  to  order  a  passage  for  any  person  from  hence. 

His  Majesty's  ship  Supply  has  landed  in  health  twenty-seven 
cows  and  thirty-five  sheep  ;t  eight  cows,  two  bulls,  and  tiiirteen 
sheep  having  died  upon  the  voyage.  The  ship  having  prov'd  in 
so  weak,  decayed,  and  leaky  a  state  as  to  have  been  thought  at 
the  Cape  too  bad  to  quit  that  port  upon  such  a  voyage,  her  com- 
mander, Lieut.  WilFm  Kent,  however,  considered  and  fielt  the 
design  of  her  voyage  as  of  so  much  importance  to  this  ookmy, 
determined  to  run  every  risk,  and  fortunately,  but  with  very 
great  difficulty,  succeeded.  I  fear  she  cannot  be  again  sent  to 
sea.  I  have  directed  a  most  minute  survey  may  be  held  on  her 
condition.  {  I  feel  a  vast  loss,  my  Lord,  from  this  unfortunate 
circumstance,  because  the  zeal  of  this  officer  has  been  a  souroe  of 
satisfaction  to  me  in  my  hope  of  being  able  vezy  soon  by  means 
of  this  ship  to  fulfil  the  command  of  his  Majesty  relative  to  the 
stocking  this  colony  with  cattle,  she  being  much  more  fit  for  this 
service,  than  the  Reliance. 

The  report  of  survey  is  at  this  moment  laid  before  me,  which 
declares  the  ship  unfit  to  risk  the  lives  of  the  men  in  at  sea. 
She  is  a  complete  mass  of  rotten  timber.  This  report  I  shall  by 
this  conveyance  forward  to  the  Admiralty  and  Navy  Boards,  to 
the  first  of  whom  I  hope  your  Grace  will  point  out  the  necessity 
of  sending  a  ship  instead  of  the  Supply,  whose  officers  and  com- 
pany, having  no  means  of  sending  to  England,  I  shall  detain  and 
employ  in  such  way  as  the  service  may  require. 

If  it  should  please  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  order  that  a 
ship  may  be  sent  us  as  early  as  possible,  a  small  compliment  of 
men  may  serve  to  bring  her  out,  and  that  number  may  at  same 
time  serve  to  complete  the  compliment  of  both  ships,  which  are  at 
present  very  difficient.  This  ship  wou'd  also  be  convenient  for  saving 
freight  for  such  stores  for  the  colony  as  have  been  applied  for. 

The  zeal  manifested  so  frequently  by  Lieut.  Kent  for  the  service 
of  this  colony  will  induce  me  to  take  the  liberty  of  soliciting  for  so 
deserving  and  capable  an  officer  a  step  in  tiie  line  of  his  profession. 
His  claim  is  great,  were  it  only  from  length  of  service  (twenty- 
seven  years,  seventeen  of  which  he  has  held  a  Commission  as 

*  Mr.  Assistant-Surgeon  Hileham.— Ante,  p.  96, 

t  AooonHnp  to  CoUlmi  (voL  U,  pi  35),  the  Supply  arrived  on  the  1Mb  May,  17V7,  barlDgeB 
board  **  31  cows,  6  mares,  and  27  ewe  sheep— all  of  them  in  good  health."  See  alao  post,  n.  277. 
{  Post,  p.  280. 
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lieutenant) ;  bat  it  is  the  dependance  I  haye  on  his  steady  and  1787 
active  oondact  on  which  I  rest  the  propriety  of  my  request  to  2s  June, 
their  Lordships.  Should  no  other  officer  have  been  recommended 
to  your  Grace  as  a  successor  to  Lt.-Govr.  King  on  Norfolk  Island, 
I  know  few  more  fit^  should  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  think 
him  deserving  the  rank  of  commander  in  the  Navy,  a  circum- 
stance which  I  oou'd  not  doubt  their  agreeing  to  were  it  in  the 
smallest  degree  countemanc'd  by  your  Grace.    I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 
P.S. — One  of  the  persons*  who  arriv'd  here  having  mentioned  coai  cuii. 
their  having  found  a  large  quantity  of  coal,  the  day  before  they 
were  taken  oS,  I  have  lately  sent  a  boat  to  that  part  of  the  coast. 
The  gentleman  who  went,  Mr.  Bass,  surgeon  of  the  Reliance,  was 
fortunate  in  discovering  the  place,  and  has  informed  me  that  he 
found  a  strata  of  six  feet  deep  in  the  fhce  of  a  steep  cliff,  which 
was  trac'd  for  eight  miles  in  length;  but  this  was  not  the  only  coal 
they  discovered,  for  it  was  seen  in  various  other  places. 

Impobtation  of  Live  Stock  fbom  the  Cape  of  Good  HoPE.t 

PrivaU  Stock  embarked  on  the  Reliance,  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  S6  June. 

Gapt.  Wateihouae. — 2  cows,  2  mares,  1  colt,  26  sheep,  8  wethers;  Uveitock 
3  of  the  sheep  for  Gov't  King.     Died  on  the  passage,  13  sheep  65i>.w.> 
of  diferent  kinds. 

Lieut.  Shortland. — 1  cow,  18  sheep.  Died  on  ye  passage,  5 
ewes ;  5  killed  on  the  passage. 

Xt.  Bass. — 1  cow,  19  sheep. 

Mr.  Palmer. — 1  cow  and  4  sheep,  a  goat  and  a  kid.  Died  on 
the  passage,  1  goat. 

Mr.  Gk>uldie. — 6  calves,  1  goat,  1  kid  ;  the  calves  for  the  mess. 

Mr.  Scott. — 1  cow,  6  sheep.     Died  on  the  passage,  1  sheep. 

Mr.  Biookless. — 1  cow.     Died  on  the  passage. 

Government  Stock  embarked  on  the  Reliance. 

33  cows,  3  bulls,  20  sheep.    Died  on  the  pass. ,  1 0  cows,  1 2  sheep.  % 

Government  and  General  Order. 

28th  June,  1797.  28  June. 

Parole — Fareham.  Countersign — Grosport. 

As  it  is  highly  probable  that  those  who  have  been  preparing  ground  Rapiers  of 
for  wheat  this  season  have  by  this  time  finished  the  cropping  their 
land,  the  Governor  has  jud^d  it  necessary  to  renew  his  Order  of 
the  1 1th  of  January  last§  relative  to  the  public  roads,  and  to 
appoint  Wednesday,  the  12th  day  of  July,  for  the  commencement 
of  the  necessary  work.  Jno.  Hunter. 

*  The  simivon  from  the  wreck  of  the  Sydney  Core.    Appendix  A 

t  The  fltetement  to  in  the  handwiftlDg  of  Oaptain  WeteAooee. 

t  OoUtu  (vol.  U,  p^  40)  etates  tlwt  the  stook  on  howd  the  ReUenee  on  GoverniMnt 
■oooont  was— 26  cows,  8  bulls,  end  about  60  sheep.  He  makes  no  reference  to  stook 
enheiked  on  pilvale  ecooont.— ?oet,  pp.  277,  i87.  |  Ante,  p.  ISflL 
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Government  and  General  Order. 

1st  July,  1797, 
Parole — Putney.  Countersign — ^Kingston. 

On  Saturday,  the  8th  instant,  the  following  slops  will  be  issued  to 
the  male  convicts,  viz.  : — 1  jacket,  1  waistcoat,  1  pr.  breeches  or 
trousers,  1  shirt,  1  blanket,  2  prs.  stockings,  1  cap,  1  hat,  1  pr. 
shoes,  1  lb.  soap,  and  J  lb.  thread  Jno.  Hunter. 


Government  and  General  Order. 
3  July-  3rd  July,  1797. 

Parole — Impartiality.  Countersign — Equity. 

Mwkeiiar*    I^^^^T.  K  Mackellar  will  continue  to  command  the  detachment 
of  the  military  doing  duty  at  the  Hawkesbury  until  farther  order. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


6  July. 


Trealjnent 
ofoonviciB 


Britannia. 


H.M.S. 
Reliance. 


The 

expenses  of 
the  colony. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portlan^d. 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  6th  July,  1797. 

In  my  letter.  No.  27,*  herewith  forwarded,  I  have  men- 
tioned that  reports  having  been  circulated  that  the  convicts  who 
were  brought  from  Ireland  in  the  ship  Britannia  had  been  treated 
with  so  much  severity  that  the  death  of  some  of  them  had  been 
occasioned  by  the  punishments  they  had  received,  I  directed  a 
Bench  of  Magistrates  might  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  an 
enquiry  into  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  these  reports,  in  order  that 
I  might  judge  how  far  there  might  be  ground  for  a  more  serious 
investigation.  The  enclos'd  paper.  No.  1,  is  the  examination  in 
full,  and  the  opinion  of  the  magistrates  who  made  the  enquiry. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Grace  that  his  Majesty's  ship 
Reliance  arriv'd  from  the  Cape  on  the  26th  ultimo,  and  has  landed 
the  cattle  she  brought  in  good  health.  The  enclosed  paper.  No.  2,t 
will  inform  your  Grace  what  we  have  received  by  the  two  ships. 
Each  officer  has,  on  his  own  account,  given  up  during  the  passage 
the  comforts  of  his  accommodation  on  board,  and  filled  them  with 
such  animals  as  their  respective  cabbins  were  capable  of  taking 
in.  This,  altho'  a  private  consideration,  is  nevertheless  a  public 
benefit  to  the  colony,  and  is  much  to  be  commended. 

Cautious  as  I  am,  my  Lord,  relative  to  the  drawing  of  bills  on 
account  of  the  colony,  your  Grace  will,  nevertheless,  find  that  I 
am  frequently  and  unavoidably  compell'd  to  this  most  unpleasant 
part  of  my  duty.  I  must  take  the  liberty  of  assuring  you,  my 
Lord,  that  a  part  of  these  sums  have  been  occasioned  by  the  want 
of  those  articles  without  which  we  should  nearly  stand  still, 
and  which  have  been  generally  sent  us  from  time  to  time  from 
England,  but  which  the  present  war  may  have  occasioned  our  not 
receiving  as  regularly  as  formerly.     I  will  not  fatigue  your  Grace 

*  Ante,  pp.  231  et  teq. ;  the  paaaage  referred  to  oocors  on  p.  285.       f  Post,  p.  277. 
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with  a  recapitulation  of  our  wants ;  our  demands  have  been  some      1797 
time  in  England,  and  I  trust  they  will  be  attended  to  as  soon  as     e  July, 
possible.     It  may  not  be  improper  to  remind  your  Grace  that  the 
concern  of  Government  relative  to  agriculture,  as  mentioned  in 
former  letters,  occasions  much  of  our  expence  to  be  for  grain.  Cortof 
This,  I  need  scarsely  say,  after  what  I  have  written  on  these  sub-  *^°" 
jects,  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  prevent,  but  I  will  venture 
to  assure  your  Grace  that  it  shall  be  prevented  hereafter  in  as 
short  a  time  as  the  strength  I  have  can  accomplish  it. 

I  have  determined  never  to  receive  more  grain  at  one  time  on 
the  public  account  than  it  may  be  probable  will  keep  in  good 
condition,  and  thereby  prevent  the  losses  formerly  sustain'd  by 
Government  in  this  article. 

I  find  that  settlers  and  others  who  have  been  at  the  trouble 
and  expence  of  rearing  hogs  have  begun  to  despair  of  any  market, 
and  are  giving  up  their  attention  to  this  usefull  stock.     Its  price 
has  hitherto  been  in  this  colony  one  shilling  per  pound.     I  pro-  cost  of  pork, 
pose  in  a  short  time,  by  way  of  encouraging  attention  to  this 
stock,  to  advertise  for  a  certain  quantity,  if  I  can  have  it  at  nine- 
pence.    I  hope  your  Grace  may  approve  of  this  measure,  as  I 
presume  it  is  less  expensive  than  our  salt  meat  can  be  sent  us.    In 
due  time  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  reduce  tlie  price  of  all  kinds  co«t  of 
of  stock;  but  your  Grace  will  consider  that  it  requires  time  to  '^^^^ 
make  those  alterations  which  are  so  very  much  wanted  here,  and 
vMch,  as  far  as  relates  to  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  stock,  we  can 
do  with  the  more  ease  when  our  stores  are  not  empty,  and  our 
dependence  plac'd  wholly  on  the  stock  rais'd  by  individuals. 

As  soon  as  the  Reliance  can  be  repaired  and  put  in  a  condition 
for  sea,  I  must  send  her  to  Norfolk  Island  with  such  quantity  of 
wheat  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  settlement  as  she  can  wheat  for 
conveniently  take  on  board.     They  live  at  present  on  bread  made  f^j^ 
&om  the  flour  of  maize,  and  appear  to  despair  of  being  able  to 
raise  wheat. 

I  enclose  for  your  Grace's  information  a  continuation  of  the 
Puhlic  Orders,  No.  3,*  I  have  seen  it  necessary  from  time  to  Public 
time  to  issue;  and  I  must  beg  for  a  moment  to  draw  your  Grace's  ^"*®"' 
attention  to  that  of  the  2 1st  June  last,  t  This,  my  Lord,  will  show 
in  a  clear  point  of  view  what  I  have  to  strugle  with  in  the  execu- 
tion of  my  public  duty,  and  in  my  endeavours  to  restore  that 
order  so  long  lost  and  so  much  wanted. 

The  last  ships  which  arrived  (as  is  too  commonly  the  practice)  spirits, 
have  brought  spirits  enough  to  deluge  again  this  colony,  and  to 
throw  it  into  such  state  of  fermentation  and  disobedience  as  wou'd 
>uido  all  I  have  been  attempting  to  bring  about  for  the  public 

*  The  Pablio  Orders  will  be  found  in  their  proper  places  in  older  of  date. 
\  Ante,  p.  281. 
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1707      good.    My  positive  refusal  to  suffer  this  poisonous  artade  to  he 
e  July,      landed  hsA  given  much  offence,  altho'  every  officer  has  been  per- 
mitted to  receive  what  he  wanted  for  his  private  acoommodatioiL 
The  reward  offered,  my  Lord,  in  the  Public  Notice  above  men- 
tioned was  such  as  wou'd,  I  conceive,  have  been  irresistible  to 
a  convict;  but  not  having  produced  any  information,  I  have  much 
reason  to  suspect  it  is  with  some  of  their  superiors,  engaged  in 
dest  cti      ^  destructive  trade,  and  whom  I  shall  not  oease  to  search  after, 
trade.  No  character,  my  Lord,  however  sacred,  however  immaculate,  is 

safe  here  in  the  present  state  of  this  colony  if  he  attempts  to 
oppose  that  disgracefull  traffic  which  has  done  so  much  mischief. 
The  anonimous  paper*  alluded  to  is  written  in  too  scurrilous  and 
too  mean  a  language  to  lay  before  your  Grace,  and  is  no  doubt  so 
written  to  prevent  detection. 

It  would  be  well,  my  Lord,  to  have  some  clause  in  the  charter- 
party  of  ships  sent  here  that  should  serve  to  deter  them  from 
attempting  to  land  anything  forbidden  by  the  Port  Orders  withoat 
a  regular  permit. 

I  am  concerned  to  have  to  report  to  your  Grace  the  death  of 
^^j^       Ensign  Brock,  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps.     He  arrived  here 
Brodk.         in  very  ill-health  on  board  the  Ganges,  and  died  the  6th  instant 
He  hsA  left  a  wife  and  family  much  distressed. 

I  have,  <&c., 

Jno.  Husteb. 
[Endcwore  No.  1.] 

The  Case  of  the  Convict  Yessel  The  Britannia. 

Proceedings  of  a  Bench  of  Magistrates  convened  by  order  of  his 
Excellency  Governor  Hunter,  &c,  &c.,  &c 

Present : — The  Acting  Judge-Advocatef  ;   Reverend  Richard 
Johnson;  Wm.  Balmain,  Esq. 
^IS?       Chakges   imputed  to   Captain  Dennott: — Ist.  For   having  by 
OMain        severity  of  punishment,  executed  by  your  order,  occasioned  ye 
Tv.«-^**       death  of  six  convicts  on  board  the  Britannia,  transport,  under  your 
command.     2nd.  For  your  general  conduct  not  having  been  suit- 
able to  ye  intention  of  Government  in  sending  them  here  in  health 
and  safety. 

Nos.  1 1  and  2§  having  been  read  in  Court  to  Captain  Dennott, 
Jvide^^  they  proceeded  to  swear  Mr.  Augustus  Beyer,  the  superintendant- 
"^^  surgeon  on  board  ye  Britannia,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  :— 
That  he  had  ye  charge  of  ye  troops  and  convicts  as  surgeon  on 
board  ye  Britannia ;  that  he  was  not  consulted  by  Captn.  Dennott 
when  punishment  was  inflicted  on  any  of  ye  convicts  except  J. 
Burke,  now  in  ye  hospital,  and  Lawrence  Dromed  ;  that  a  convict 
of  ye  name  of  P G received  four  hundred  lashes ;  tiiat 

*  Ante,  p.  281.    The  anonymofu  paper  hfts  not  been  pietrved. 
t  Richard  Atkins.  X  Post,  p.  271.  §  Poet,  p.  2ZL 
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t^  next  monung  the  man  was  found  dead  ;  that  Oaptain  Dennott      1707 
in  this  instance  never  consulted  him  whether  he  had  received  as     e  Joly. 
many  lashes  as  he  was  able  to  bear ;  that  je  man  was  in  a  good 
habit  of  body ;  that  to  ye  best  of  his  judgment  he  died  in  oonse* 
qnence  of  ye  punishment  he  received,  and  that  some  others  likewise 
died  from  the  same  cause. 

No.  3*  having  been  read  to  Captn.  Dennott,  he  acknowledges  to  ExhibUa. 
have  written  it  to  Mr.  Rieketts,  his  chief  mate. 

No.  4t  having  been  read  to  Gaptn.  Dennott,  he  acknowledges  to 
have  reeeived  it  from  Mr.  Beyer.  Mr.  A.  Beyer  further  says 
that  water-sweetners  and  ventilators  that  were  put  on  board  bj 
Government  were  not  made  use  of;  that  their  undermost  berths 
were  oonttmially  wet,  and  that  no  steps  were  taken  to  dry  them. 

The  k)g-book  being  produced,  and  that  part  of  it  respecting  ye  The 
punishment  of  the  convicts  being  read  to  the  Court,  he  (Captain  ^*^'*^*** 
Deonott)  swears  that  to  ye  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief  ye 
whole  of  it  is  true. 

Court  to  Mr,  Beyer. — On  the  punishment  of  those  convicts,  did  ^-  B«ywr. 
YOQ  ever  int^ere  and  tell  Captain  Dennott  that  they  could  not 
receive  any  more  ? , 

A. — ^No ;  because  in  consequence  of  ye  frequent  representations 
he  bad  made  to  Captn.  Dennott  he  thought  himself  under  restraint. 

lieutenant  Wm.  Bume,  New  South  Wales  Corps,  being  du]y  Lieutenant 
fiwom,  says  that  to  ye  best  of  his  knowledge  Mr.  Beyer  was  never  ^'"^•* 
(except  in  two  instances)  consulted  respecting  the  punishment  of 
the  convicts,  neither  was  he  himself  ever  consulted,  nor  were  any  of 
ye  officers  of  the  ship  ever  consul  ted.  He  further  says  that  he  heard 
Captain  Dennott  say  to  some  of  ye  men  under  punishment,  "  I 
▼ill  oat  bang  you,  it  is  too  gentle  a  death,  but  I  will  cut  you  to 
pieces." 

0-  by  Court — As  you  had  frequent  opportunities  of  seeing  tlie 
state  of  ye  convicts,  do  you  think  that  Captn.  Dennott  took  such 
steps  as  might  answer  ye  intentions  of  Gk>vemment  in  bringing 
them  to  New  South  Wales  in  health  and  safety  f 

A. — ^The  first  part  of  the  voyage  he  thinks  he  did,  but  latterly 
it  was  perfectly  neglected. 

Q'  by  Court. — Do  you  think  that  obstacles  have  been  thrown  Hampering 
in  ye  way  of  Mr.  Beyer  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  ?  ^^  mrgeou. 

i. — ^Innumerable  obstacles.  Mr.  Burne  farther  says  that  ye  pro- 
visions intended  for  ye  convicts  in  ye  island  at  Bio  Janeiro  were 
often  not  sent  before  2  or  3  o'clock,  but  in  general  at  1  o'ck>ck  ; 
that  Mr.  Beyer  was  never  ordered  on  d«ty  to  attend  ye  ponish- 
ment,  and  that  therefore  he  does  consider  him  as  a  medksaL  man 
nsponsable. 

Q'  hf  OdurL — Do  joo.  think  that  in  ye  punishing  the  convicts  The  duurge 
He  (Captn.  Dennott)  was  guided  by  motives  of  humanity  1  ^  '^'^^' 

*Foet,  pw  272.  t  Post,  p.  278. 
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17fl|7  A. — He  thinks  that  a  great  deal  of  inhumanity  was  used  towards 

6  July.      them. 

Q.  by  Captn,  Denriott  to  Mr,  Burne, — Whether  did  you  hear  me 

ask  ye  doctor  if  the  two  K s  were  able  to  receive  three  hundred 

lashes  ? 

A. — I  am  not  sensible  of  it. 

Q,  by  Court, — Did  you,  while  ye  punishment  was  going  forward, 
conceive  yourself  as  aiding  and  assisting  Captn.  Dennott  on  that 
duty,  or  merely  as  an  officer  at  the  head  of  your  troops  1 

A, — Merely  as  an  officer  unconnected  and  unconsulted  with  ye 
punishment. 

Q,  by  Mr,  Burne  to  Captn,  Dennott, — Did  you  ye  second  day 
after  punishment  hear  the  convicts  complaining  in  that  they  had 

no  water,  and  that  in  consequence  of  P G drinking 

his  own  urine  he  died  soon  afterwards  ? 

A, — He  did  hear  such  an  assertion,  but  that  it  was  redressed. 
?oonvict.         ^'  ^y  Captn,  Dennott  to  Mr,  Burne, — Do  you  recoUect  ye  body 

of  P G being  brought  to  the  gangway,  whether  you 

heard  ye  doctor  give  any  opinion  as  to  the  cause  of  his  death  ? 

A, — He  understood  that  ye  doctor  gave  an  opinion,  but  what  it 
was  cannot  say. 

A  question  being  put  to  Captn.  Dennott  whether  he  ever  con- 
sulted any  person  as  to  punishing  the  convicts,  he  answers  he 
never  did,  and  that  he  thinks  himself  responsable. 

Evidenoe  of       Mr.  Isaac  Froome,  3rd  mate  of  the  Britannia,  being  dulv 

the  third  '  "-»  ©  - 

mate.  SWOm  : — 

Q,  by  Dr,  -fieytfr.— Did  Captn.  Dennott  ever  order  me  on  duty 
to  attend  ye  punishment  of  any  convicts  punished  on  board  ye 
Britannia  1 

A, — To  ye  best  of  his  knowledge,  he  never  did. 

Q, — On  the  detection  of  the  conspiracy  to  take  ye  ship,  was  I 
ever  consulted  as  to  the  extent  of  ye  punishment  ? 

A, — Never  in  my  presence. 

Q, — Did  Captn.  Dennott  say  to  K and  T ,  convicts, 

"  Has  this  man  taken  the  oath  % "  On  their  answering  in  the 
affirmative,  did  he  not  order  them  to  be  tied  up  and  receive  a 
certain  number  of  lashes  1 

A.—Ke  did. 
Thccharsw        Q, — On  ye  second  day  of  their  being  punished,  did  Captn. 
of  cruelty.    pgu^Q^^  ask  or  oonsult  me  whether  they  were  capable  of  receiving 
any  additional  punishment  1 

A, — In  one  instance  he  heard  the  captn.  ask  him  whether  he  Tvas 
able  to  bear  any  more  lashes,  and  that  his  name  was  J — .  H 

Q, — Did  I  ever  meet  with  intentional  obstructions  in  ye 
execution  of  my  duty  ? 
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i. — ^In  some  few  instances  he  did.     On  your  asking  for  vinegar      1797 
it  was  refused,  but  believes  that  je  vinegar  was  not  at  hand.  e  j„iy, 

Q. — ^Was  the  ship  leaky  in  her  upper  works,  and  did  not  a  great  «^JJj^ 
deal  of  water  go  where  the  convicts  were  ?  of  the  ship. 

A. — ^She  was  leaky,  and  a  great  deal  of  water  went  on  ye  deck 
where  ye  convicts  were. 

Q. — ^Whether  when  the  deck  was  in  that  state  were  endeavours 
made  to  keep  it  dry  ? 

A. — At  first  it  was  done,  but  latterly  it  was  not,  there  not 
being  any  swabs. 

Q. — ^In  consequence  of  ye  water  coming  in,  were  not  many  beds 
destroyed,  as  well  as  cloathing,  and  several  of  ye  people  obliged 
to  sit  up  all  night  ? 

A. — ^There  were  several,  and  he  endeavoured  to  redress  it  by 
removing  many  to  the  upper  berths. 

Q. — ^Were  not  ye  convicts  extremely  filthy  and  dirty  ? 

A. — Latterly  they  were,  for  want  of  brooms  and  swabs. 

Q.—Did  I  not  express  a  wish  that  ye  old  people  should  come  ?******  ^ 
on  deck  at  all  times,  and  was  that  wish  complied  with  f 

i.— It  was  not  all  times,  and  Captn.  Dennett  had  given  orders 
lor  them  not  to  come  up  without  his  leave. 

&atement  by  Lieutenant  Bume, — Mr.  Bume  says  that  a  com- 
plaint was  made  to  him  by  Dr.  Beyer  for  that  his  corporal  would 
not  snfier  ye  old  men  to  come  up.  The  corporal  said  that  such 
Tehsal  was  agreeable  to  Captn.  Dennott's  orders  to  him ;  that  on 
pr.  Beyer  giving  directions  for  half  of  ye  grating  to  be  taken  off, 
in  order  to  give  air  to  ye  convicts,  the  chief  mate  said  it  should 
i^o\  be  done,  as  it  was  contrary  to  Captain  Dennett's  order. 

$.— Was  the  punishment  inflicted  on  the  convicts  severe  ?  Severity  of 

^.-Very  severe.  JSeT"*''^" 

§.— Did  you  consider  Captn.  Dennett's  orders  in  inflicting 
punishment  on  the  convicts  as  cruel  1 

i.— In  some  instances  he  thinks  it  was,  in  others  not. 

Q. — Do  you  consider  ye  general  conduct  of  Captn.  Dennett 
towards  ye  convicts  such  as  to  answer  ye  intention  of  Government 
in  bringing  them  here  in  health  and  safety  ? 

ii.— The  first  part  it  was,  but  ye  second  part  not. 

C- — ^In  what  instances  not  so  ? 

A, — By  ye  want  of  free  air  and  their  being  loaded  with  irons. 

Q. — ^Do  you  think  ye  rigid  measures  adopted  necessary  for  the 
security  of  ye  ship  1 

A, — It  was  not  absolutely  necessary. 

Q. — Did  not  Captn.  Dennett  order  J — .  B ,  a  convict,  on  The  captain 

the  first  day,  to  receive  300  lashes  %  ^,*iJ5, 

i.— He  did. 

Q.— Did  not  Captn.  Dennett  tell  B ^  after  he  had  received 

ye  300  lashes,  that  ye  next  day  he  should  receive  300  more  ? 
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I79f7  A. — He  tokl  him  tbat  if  he  did  not  oooless  ke  would  again  flog 

6  July.     ^iTn  to-morrow.  • 

ThelMh.  Q' — ^^^  B brought  up  ye  next  day,  and  did  he  not 

receive  500  lashes  ? 
it.— He  did. 

Q, — Did  you  hear  Captain  Dennett  say  to  B ,  while  under 

punishment  ye  second  day,  "  I  will  not  hang  you,  it  is  too  gentle  a 
death,  but  I'll  cut  you  to  pieces  f* 
A, — He  did  hear  him  say  so. 

Q. — On  each  of  ye  punishments  inflicted  on  ye  convicts,  was  ye 
doctor  consulted  ? 

A. — Not  in  all,  but  Captn.  Dennett  took  re^x>ii8abiUt7  on 
himself. 

Adjourned  to  Wednesday,  l^th  June. 

Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

ErUifliiDeof     Mr.  Jas.  Thos.  Bicketts,  ohief  mate  of  ye  Britannia,  being  dnlv 

sworn : — 

Q.  by  Captn,  Demiott. — Be  so  good  as  to  relate  to  ye  Corni 
the  circumstances  attending  ye  punishment  of  the  convicts,  and 
whether  the  sui^on  was  not  always  present  and  consulted  when 
ye  punishment  was  inflicted  1 

A. — He  was  sick  and  confined  to  his  cabbin  at  the  commence- 
ment of  ye  punishment,  and  that  he  can't  say  whether  the  doctor 
was  consulted  or  not;  but  afterwards — the  second  or  third  day- 
he  was  on  deck,  and  stood  by  Mr.  Burne  and  Doctor  Beyer,  and 
saw  Doctor  Beyer  keep  an  account  of  ye  number  of  lashes  given 
to  ye  convicts,  and  he  heard  Captn.  Dennott  ask  Dr.  Beyer  of  two 
men  who  appeared  sickly,  what  number  of  lashes  they  were  able  to 
receive,  and  in  consequence  of  what  Doctor  Beyer  said  to  Captn. 
Dennott  the  man  was  taken  down. 

Puntahment       Q. — Do  you  recolleot,  when  B was  punished  ye  second 

'^        '*'    time,  whether  Captain  Dennott  asked  Dr.  Beyer  what  number  of 
lashes  he  was  able  to  receive,  and  what  was  Doctor  Beyer's  answer  ? 

A, — ^To  ye  first  part  he  can't  answer,  but  recollects  Dr.  Beyer 
observing  that  his  hide  was  tough,  or  some  such  remark. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  wheu  ye  body  of  P G was 

brought  on  ye  deck  what  opinion  Dr.  Beyer  gave  as  to  ye  cause  of 
his  death  ? 

A, — To  ye  best  of  his  recollection  Dr.  Beyer  said  that  his  death 
was  not  occasioned  by  the  punishment  he  liad  received. 
gj^Jg^  Q. — Do  you  recollect  the  tenor  ctf  my  conduct  on  ye  daw  the 
men  were  punish'd,  and  whether  I  did  not  ask  ye  doctor's  opinion 
reefiecting  the  punishment  they  received,  or  whether  any  punish- 
ment was  inflicted  after  that  <^iinioii  was  given! 


of  CODVictB. 
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A, — To  je  wliole  e£  je  qneationy  can  only  answer  as  to  Mr.       I7t7 

Beyer  being  consnlted  respecting  ye  two  men  before  mentioned     eJvif. 
bemg  indisposed  and  frequently  going  to  bis  cabbin. 

Q. — Did  Mr.  Bume  take  an  active  part  in  ye  punishment  as  Ueutenant 
well  as  himself  and  others  then  on  the  deck  ?  BurtM. 

i.^He  dad. 

Q. — Do  you  consider  Mr.  Bume  simply  as  an  offioer  at  ye  head 
of  ye  troops  1 
i. — He  does  not,  but  active  in  encouraging  his  people. 
Q, — Did  Mr.  Bume  express  any  pleasure  and  satisfBkction  in 
seeing  the  men  punished  1 
A. — ^It  appears  to  him  that  he  did. 

I  The  letter  Na  3*  read  to  Mr.  Ricketts.]  |jj»5» 

Q. — ^Do  yoa  recollect  having  received  such  a  lett^  ? 
i. — ^I  do  perfectly  well 

Q. — ^Do  you  consider  this  letter  as  a  private  [one]  ? 
A. — He  does  so  consider  it. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  give  that  letter  to  any  person,  or  lend  it  to  any 
person? 
i. — He  never  did. 

Q.—hi  what  manner  do  you  suppose  that  that  letter  now 
appears  in  Court  as  evidence  against  me  ? 

i.— He  supposes  it  was  taken  off  ye  iSle,  which  was  sometimes 
in  ye  captain's  cabbin,  and  sometimes  in  his  own. 
Q.— Can  you  tell  by  whom,  and  when,  it  was  taken  off  the  file  ? 
i.—He  cannot  telL 

$.— Have  you  the  original  letter  now  in  your  possession? 
i.— He  has  not. 

ft— Did  you  ever  conceive  from  my  general  conduct  to  yeTh* 
officers  or  people  on  board  that  they  were  under  restraint,  and  TOnduS." 
not  permitted  to  offer  an  opinion  ? 
i.—He  never  did. 

Q.— Do  yon  think  that  Doctor  Beyer  at  ye  time  ye  men  were 
pBmshed  lay  under  such  restraint  as  to  deter  him  frcnn  giving  his 
opinion  from  any  overbearing  behaviour  of  mine  ? 
i* — ^He  does  not  think  he  waa 

Q. — Do  you  not  think  that  Dr.  Beyer  was  always  allowed  to  give  towanb  the 
iusopmion?  ***~*^'- 

i.—He  thinks  he  was. 

C.— Do  you  think  that  in  any  part  of  ye  voyage  my  conduct  to 
y^  priioners  was  brutal,  or  that  I  did  not  pay  proper  attention  to 
men  in  that  situation  ? 

i-— He  thinks  it  was  not  brutal,  but  that  he  did  pay  proper 
c^ntion. 

Q.— Whether,  when  at  Bio  Janeiro,  was  ye  provisions  ever  wil-  Provisions 
{qUj  detained  being  sent  on  shore  to  ye  prejudice  of  the  prisonevs?  ^*  ^^^* 
i.— It  was  not. 

•  Port,  p.  272. 
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Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  man  having  been  punished  on  ye 
island  by  Mr.  Burne  ? 

A, — He  does. 

Q» — Do  you  recollect  how  many  men  % 

A. — He  does  not. 

Q. — Do  you  know  for  what  reason  they  were  punished  \ 

A, — He  does  not. 

Q, — Was  Mr.  Burne  always  present  ? 

A, — He  cannot  tell. 

Q. — Do  you  think  that  Dr.  Beyer,  as  a  professional  man,  con- 
ducted himself  with  humknity  towards  ye  prisoners  1 

A, — Not  at  all  times. 

Q, — Relate  in  what  cases,  and  your  reason  for  thinking  sol 

A, — Many  of  ye  convicts  that  were  ill  and  required  hia  assis- 
tance were  afraid  to  speak  to  him.  He  generally  observed  him  to 
go  down  among  ye  prisoners  with  a  stick  in  his  hand,  and  some  of 
the  women  he  has  beat. 

Q, — Do  you  recollect  any  woman  in  particular,  and  what  was 
her  name  ? 

A, — He  does  ;  her  name  was  Rose  R . 

Q, — Do  you  know  the  reason  of  his  beating  her  ? 

A, — He  does  not. 

Q, — Did  you  ever  hear  ye  Dr.  refuse  his  attendance  to  the  sick 
when  called  on  so  to  do  ? 

A, — He  has  observed  him  at  times  veiy  dilatory. 

Q. — Do  you  think  he  neglected  his  duty? 

A, — At  times  he  thinks  he  did. 

Q, — Do  you  think  that  the  wine  and  other  articles  given  into 
his  charge  for  ye  use  of  ye  sick  were  given  to  them  or  perverted 
to  other  us^  1 

A, — He  can't  answer  that  question,  as  he  had  a  quantity  of 
those  articles  in  his  own  cabbin. 

Q, — Whether  in  the  latter  part  of  ye  voyage,  ye  convicts'  berths 
being  wet^  was  occasioned  more  from  bad  weather  than  any  neglect 
of  duty? 

A, — It  was  occasioned  by  bad  weather,  and  not  from  want  of 
attention. 

Q,  by  Dr,  Beyer. — Did  you  ever  see  any  other  person  except 
myself  put  the  number  of  lashes  on  ye  slate  ? 

J.— He  did. 

Q. — What  was  ye  view  of  myself  and  others  for  putting  ye 
number  of  lashes  on  ye  slate  ? 

A, — Simply  to  count  the  number. 

Q, — Do  you  conceive  that  ye  reason  of  my  marking  them  on  the 
slate  was  with  a  view  simply  to  tell  ye  number,  or  do  you  sup- 
pose it  was  done  with  a  view  of  attending  ye  punishment  as  a 
medical  man  ? 
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A. — He  does  conceive  it  as  a  medical  man.  17V7 

Q. — With  what  view  do  you  suppose  ye  other  persons  who  marked     e  Jniy. 
the  number  of  lashes  on  the  slate  had  ? 

A, — That  they  might  not  receive  any  more  lashes  than  ye  doctor 
ordered. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  me  order  the  men  to  receive  any  J 

A. — ^He  did  not 

Q. — Who  was  the  person  that  ordered  them  1 

A, — Captain  Dennott,  with  your  approbation. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  Captn.  Dennett  ever  asking  my  approba-  the  doctor 

tion  1  "*** 

oonralted, 

A. — Except  in  the  two  instances  already  mentioned,  he  does  not. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  Captn.  Dennott  asking  them  (K and 

T )  has  this  man  taken  ye  oath,  and  on  their  answering  in 

je  affirmative,  did  he  not  order  them  to  be  seized  up  without  any 
other  questions,  and  to  receive  a  certain  number  of  lashes — some- 
times 3,  sometimes  400  lashes,  as  stated  in  the  log-book  1 
A. — ^He  does  not. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Bume : — ^The  letter  Na  3,  do  you  consider  it  as  of  a  The 
private  nature,  and  did  you  always  keep  it  a^  such  1  iei^"^ 

A. — He  considers  it  as  of  a  private  nature,  and  always  kept 
it  as  such. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  that  when  you  received  that  letter  from 
CaptiL  Dennott  you  read  it  to  myself  and  to  other  persons^  observing 
tti&tfrom  Captn.  Dennett's  letter  he,  and  not  ye  surgeon,  was  to  be 
je  jadge  of  the  punishment  of  the  convicts  ? 

iL— He  does  not  recollect  reading  it  or  making  such  an 
obfierration. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  on  ye  letter  being  read  my  requesting  you 
not  to  mention  it  to  ye  doctor,  as  it  was  a  great  insult  to  him  ? 
A. — I  do  not 

Q,  by  Captn.  DennoU  to  Dr,  Beyer. — In  what  light  was  you 
to  be  considered  when  on  ye  quarter-deck  counting  the  lashes,  and 
whether  you  did  not  consider  yourself  on  duty  when  present  ? 

A, — ^He  does  not  consider  himself  on  duty,  not  being  ordered 
or  consulted  on  that  occasion. 

Q. — Did  any  person  supercede  you  in  your  office  as  surgeon  on  The  doctor 
ye  days  of  punishments  ?  supeweded. 

A, — Captain  Dennott  superceded  me,  as  he  did  on  all  occasions. 
(?.  by  Br.  Beyer  to  Mr.  JRicketts : — Do  you  recollect  my  giving 

an  opinion  as  to  ye  cause  of  ye  death  of  P G ,  and  what 

that  opudon  was  f 
il.— That  he  did  not  die  in  consequence  of  ye  punishment. 
Q. — Do  you  believe  No.  3  to  be  an  exact  copy  of  the  letter  you 
received  from  Captn.  Dennott  at  Cove  1 
A. — He  does. 
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1707  The  original  letter  oi  No.  3  produced,  when  it  appears  tbat  there 

0  Jiriy.     ^  ^  ^^^^  ^^  dash  under  ye  woni  '^  jon." 

©.  6y  Captn.  Dennott  to  Dr.  Beyer : — Did  yon  coaoetve  your- 
self as  aeting  as  surgeon  on  board  ye  Britannia  from  London  to 
Port  Jackson  ? 
A,—B.e  did. 

EvWenoe        "V^m.  Wharton,  2nd  mate  of  ye  Britannia,  being  duly  awom : — 
BMte.  Q,  by  Capin,  Dennott — Was  you  on  ye  quarter-deck  ye  days  ye 

pnsoners  were  punished  ? 

A. — I  was. 

Q. — Did  you  not  hear  me  ask  Dr.  Beyer  whether  ye  men  were 
capable  of  receiving  their  punishment  before  it  was  inflicted? 

A. — To  almost  every  man  I  did,  but  being  sometimes  absent 
from  ye  quarter-deck  can't  speak  as  to  ye  whole.  In  one  instance, 
in  particular,  he  recollects  Dr.  Beyer  pointing  out  that  a  man  of 
the  name  of  Grey  could  not  take  more  than  a  hundred. 
Puj^JjW?*^  Q. — Do  you  recollect  upon  Brannon's  being  brought  up  a  second 
time  to  receive  punishment  my  sksking  Dr.  Beyer  whether  ho  was 
capable  of  bearing  more  puniciiment,  and  what  was  his  answer  t 

A, — He  does ;  and  his  answer  was  that  he  could  receive  more. 

Q, — Do  you  recollect  any  remark  he  made  on  ye  man  ^when 
tied  up,  and  what  it  was  ? 

A. — He  does ;  that  his  hide  was  as  tou^  as  a  bull's. 
The  doctor        Q. — Doctor  Beyer  did  not  express  any  fear  of  his  from  his 
J^^"*^°«  punishment? 

A, — Neither  by  looks  or  expression. 

Q, — Do  you  recollect  my  asking  ye  Dr.  whether  S oould 

receive  any  more  punishment  ? 

A, — He  does  not. 

Q, — Do  you  recollect  my  asking  ye  doctor  if  B was  capable 

of  receiving  more  punishment  ? 

A, — He  does  recollect,  and  he  was  pumsfaed  wi^  ye  doctor's 
consent 

Q, — ^What  did  the  doctor  say  on  this  occasion  ? 

A. — He  said  B was  a  dam'd  raseal  and  seoondreL 

Q. — Do  you  recollect,  when  the  two  K were  punished,  the 

doctor  obs^nring  that  they  could  not  reoeiye  300,  but  mi^t  receive 
200  lashes  ? 

A. — He  does  not  recollect  it. 

Q, — Was  the  doctor  present  at  the  pnniidiment  9 

A. — At  most  of  them  he  was. 
Lieatenant       Q, — Was  Mr.  Bume  on  the  quarter-deck  when  ye  pimishmentB 
were  inflicted  1 

A. — He  was. 

Q, — ^Did  not  Mr.  Bume  assist  in  ye  punidtment,  as  well   as 
himself  and  others  ? 
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A. — ^He  ofder'd  two  of  his  men  to  aasiBt,  and  tock  plessure  in      17t7 
seeing  how  well  his  people  made  nae  of  the  cat.  e  j^^ 

Q> — ^Did  Mr.  Bume  assist  in  any  other  manner? 
A, — ^Yes ;  he  aasisted  me  in  tying  on  a  pieoe  of  a  hyde  to  a  The  cut. 
stick,  which  was  used  as  a  cat. 

Q. — Do  you,  on  ye  whole,  consider  Mr.  Bnine  as  aiding  and 
assisting? 
A. — ^He  ccDsiden  he  was  equally  so  with  others. 

Q. — ^Was  you  on  ye  quarter-deck  when  ye  body  of  P 

G was  brought  there  ? 

A, — ^He  wa& 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  my  sending  for  ye  doctor  to  give  li»][^n^!i^^ 
Qpinicxi  as  to  the  cause  of  his  death,  and  what  was  his  opinion  1 

A, — ^He  does.  The  doctor  gave  his  opinion  tiiat  he  was  a 
strong  muscular  man,  and  that  he  did  not  oonceiTe  he  died  in 
consequence  of  the  punishment  he  received. 

Q. — Do  yon  recollect  my  applying  to  the  doctor  to  see  ye  men's  i>i««in{^  the 
backs  dressed  after  punishment  ?  SSul*" 

A — He  does  recollect. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  ye  doctor's  saying  that  he  was  a£raid  to 
go  among  ye  prisoners  below,  for  he  might  get  his  throat  cut? 

A — He  does,  and  in  consequence  ye  men  were  brought  on  the 
deck  to  be  examined. 

Q. — ^Do  you  think  that  ye  doctor  paid  proper  attention  to  ye 
men  after  they  were  punished,  and  in  general  ? 
Ar— He  does  not  think  he  did. 
$.— For  what  reasons  ? 

jL — Because  he  had  heard  the  women  apply  to  him  for  medi- 
ciiia  and  he  has  dam'd  them ;  and  be  has  known  ye  doctor  not 
to  fp  below  for  two  or  three  days,  and  aonDtb  men  have  ap- 
plied to  him  for  plaisters,  as  they  could  not  get  any  from  the 
doctor. 

Q. — ^Do  yon  think  Ae  doctor's  conduct  towards  ye  convicts,  as 
a  professional  man,  humane  ? 
A — He  does  not. 

Q. — ^Do  yon  believe  ys  necessaries  for  ye  use  of  the  siok  put  MiMpro- 
mukr  his  charge  [were]  applied  to  that  purpose  ?  ^m°^ 

J—Not  all. 

Q. — ^Oan  you  mention  any  particular  article  misapplied  ? 
A. — Sugar  and  wine  was  misapplied. 

Q, — ^Do  yon  brieve  Be  Beyer  was  ever  prevented  from  giving 
his  opinion  or  making  any  application  in  consequence  of  any  over- 
bearing conduct  on  my  part  ? 
A — ^Not  that  he  ever  saw  or  heard. 

9- — ^Was  there  any  wilful  neglect  in  sending  ye  provisions  to 
ye  island  ? 
A, — ^There  was  not. 
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1707  Q, — Was  not  everything  that  was  necessary  for  the  use  of  the 

«  July.      people  on  ye  island  sent  on  application  being  made  for  them  f 

At Rto"  -^* — T^®*"®  '^*^- 

Janeiro.  Q. — Did  you  hear  of  any  persons  being  punished  on  shore  t 

A, — He  has. 

Q, — By  whose  order  1 

A. — He  supposed  by  the  order  of  Mr.  Bume. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  how  many  were  punished  there,  and  for 
what? 

A. — He  does  not  know. 
convictB*  Q, — Were  the  prisoners'  berths  wet  thro'  any  neglect  or  from 

ye  badness  of  the  weather  ? 

A. — Thro'  ye  badness  of  the  weather  and  the  leaking  of  the  ship. 

Q. — Was  the  ship  caulked  at  Rio  from  the  stem  to  ye  forepart 
of  the  main  chains  on  both  sides  and  part  of  the  decks  f 

A, — It  was. 

Q. — ^Was  ye  ship  on  leaving  Rio  in  good  condition  ? 

A. — It  was. 
The  Q, — Was  my  conduct  to  yourself  and  others  in  ye  ship  brutal 

ronduct       ^^  deficient  in  humanity  ? 

A, — It  was  not. 

Q, — Do  you  not  conceive  I  did  everything  in  my  power  to  make 
ye  situation  of  the  convicts  comfortable  in  proportion  to  their 
good  behaviour  ? 

A, — You  did. 
2J®  Q' — What  quantity  of  water  was  served  to  the  convicts  from 

water.         Rio  to  this  port  ? 

A, — Five  pints,  except  on  ye  first  day  of  punishment,  and  on 
that  day  half  that  quantity  owing  to  ye  confusion  of  ye  ship,  and 
on  anolJier  day  on  ye  doctor's  representation  he  order'd  water  to 
be  served  to  them. 

Q.  from  Mr,  Bume, — ^Who  order'd  you  to  search  ye  doctor's 
parcel  when  he  was  carrying  some  medicines  from  ye  Brittania  to 
another  ship  1 

A. — Captain  Dennott. 
^cuSnedb       ^'  ^  ^^'  ^V^- — ^^  7^^  conceive  that  the  captain  of  a  mer- 
Dr.  Beyer,     chantman  has  a  right  to  punish  and  to  hang  people,  and  to  act  as 
he  thinks  proper  ? 

A, — He  does  not  conceive  he  has,  without  he  had  orders  for  so 
doing. 

Q, — Does  Mr.  Wharton  recollect  his  having  asserted  a  few  days 
ago  ye  very  thing  he  now  denies  ? 

A, — He  does  not 

Q, — Previous  to  ye  severe  punishment,  do  you  conceive  Captain 
Dennott  asked  ye  advice  of  any  gentleman  how  to  act  on  ye  occa- 
sion— did  he  hold  a  consultation  ? 

A. — He  did  not  hold  a  general  consultation. 
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Q. — ^Do  yoa  conoeiYe  ye  captain  acted  on  that  occasion  as  he      1707 
thoQght  proper  ?  o  juiy. 

A. — ^With  ye  consent  of  Dr.  Beyer,  who  hindered  him  from  ^^  "^^i^^ 
flogging  several  men  as  much  as  he  intended  to  do,  he  conceives  mxI  the 
on  that  occasion  ye  captain  did  not  act  as  he  thought  proper.         doctor. 

Q, — Do  you  conceive  that  Gaptn.  Dennott  took  ye  whole  respon- 
sibility on  himself  ? 

A — He  conceives  he  did. 

Adjourned  to  Friday/,  ye  16th  inat,  ^  adjourn. 


Sydney,  ye  16th. — The  Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

John  Jonston,  boatswain  of  ye  Brittania,  being  duly  sworn,      Evidence  oc 

deposes  : —  boatswain. 

Q, — ^Was  you  on  ye  quarter-deck  when  ye  men  were  punished  ? 

A — ^He  was. 

Q,  hy  Captn,  Dennott — ^You  assisted  in  inflicting  ye  punish- 
ment? 

A.— I  did 

Q. — Did  I  not  ask  ye  doctor  the  number  of  lashes  to  be  given, 
and  ye  quantity  the  people  were  able  to  bear  ? 

A. — ^Tou  always  cQd. 

Q, — Do  you  think  ye  doctor  assisted  at  ye  punishment  ?  The  doctor  a 

A — He  was  there  during  the  whole  tima  puni^ent. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  ye  doctor  encourage  ye  men  that  were 
inflictiDg  the  punishment  ? 

A.—1  did,  by  hearing  him  say  flog  him  hard  and  hit  him  fair. 

Q. — Did  he  not  sometimes  call  them  villains  and  cut- throat 
rascals) 

A — He  cannot  recollect. 

Q. — Do  you  not  think  ye  Dr.  was  as  anxious  to  have  them 
ptinished  as  I  was  ? 

A — I  think  he  was. 

Q, — Did  I  ever  cause  a  lash  to  be  given  contrary  to  the  opinion  consulted 
of  ye  doctor  1  J^^^Su 

A — ^You  never  did. 

Q. — Did  I  at  that  or  any  other  time  attempt  to  supercede  him 
as  a  surgeon,  or  act  in  that  capacity  myself  ? 

A — ^You  never  did. 

Q. — Did  any  of  ye  prisoners  faint  under  the  lash  ? 

A. — ^Not  one. 

<?.— Was  water  given  them  after  they  were  taken  down,  and  Ji'^f"^ 
that  frequently  on  that  day  1 

A, — Always. 

Q. — ^Was  you  on  ye  deck  when  the  body  of  P G 

was  brought  up  t 

A, — I  was. 
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1707  Q, — Did  you  not  hear  me  send  €or  the  doc^nr  f 

6  July.  -4- — I  did. 

Q. — ^Did  not  ye  doctor  say  he  ooukl  not  have  died  from  ye 
panishmenty  as  he  wtm  a  strong  mosciihir  man  ? 
^.— He  did. 
Thet     ^  Q, — Did  you  ever  see  ainytfaing  in  my  oondnct  toiwvids  yoanelf 

^SS^t     &nd  ye  officers,  and  particularly  to  ye  Dr.,  that  conld  lay  then  or 
of  offlcen.     him  under  restraint  so  as  to  prevent  giving  an  opinion? 
A. — I  never  did. 

Q. — Was  ye  tenor  of  my  conduct  to  yourself,  officers,  or  convicts 
tyranical  or  hrutal  during  ye  voyage  1 
A, — It  was  not. 
The  attitiids      Q, — Did  not  Mr.  Bume  appear  to  you  to  take  an  active  part  in 
LdeateiMDt    u^icting  the  punishment,  as  well  as  myself  and  othecs  1 
Burno.  A. — He  did  ;  he  ordered  his  own  men  to  inflict  ye  ptmishment, 

and  encouraged  them  in  it. 

-  Q. — Did  not  Mr.  Bume  express  great  pleasure  in  punishing  the 
culprits  1 
A,—Ke  did. 

Q, — When  B was  punished  ye  second  time,  did  not  the 

doctor  say  that  "  his  hyde  was  as  tough  as  a  bvffiiloe's,  aoid  could 
not  be  taken  off,"  or  words  to  that  effect  ? 
A, — He  did  say  so. 

iJ|®doctor        Q, — When  J B was  punished  ye  second  time,  didnot 

with  ye  doctor,  when  I  acquainted  him  that  ye  prisoner  was  not  able  to 

severity.       bg^r  the  punishment  on  that  day,  say  that  B was  al^e,  and 

order'd  him  more  lashes  ? 

A. — He  did.    The  man  was  crying  o«t  several  times  for  ye  doctor 
for  God's  sake  to  let  him  down,  for  he  was  not  able  to  bear  aaj 

more.     The  doctor  replied,  "  You  be  dam'd,  you ;  you  are 

yet  able  to  bear  more." 

Q. — Do  you  think  ye  conduct  of  ye  doctor  to  be  humane,' and 
that  he  paid  that  attention  he  ought  to  have  done  ? 
A. — He  cannot  say. 
?h°S?*^  ^      ^' — ^^^^  **  Ri<>>  ^*s  not  ye  ship  caulked  and  put  into  good 
*'  ^'      condition? 

A. — It  was. 

Q. — Was  not  the  ship  well  washed,  cleaned,  and  aired,  and 
everything  made  comfortable  before  ye  convicts  came  on  board 
from  the  island  ? 
A. — It  was. 

Q. — Do  you  think  there  was  any  wilful  negleet  in  aeiiding  ye 
provision  on  shore  to  ye  island  ? 
A. — There  was  not. 

Q. — Do  you  not  think  ye  wetness  of  ye  ship  was  oeeasiOBed  bj 
ye  weather,  and  not  by  any  neglect  ye  latter  part  of  ^be  wyfage  f 
A, — It  was  by  ye  badness  of  the  weather. 
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Q. — Do  yooy  as  a  seaman,  and  knowing  ye  risk  of  keeping  the      1797 
hatches  open  in  the  gales  of  wind  we  met  with,  think  ye  tarpaulins     e  jniy. 
were  unnecessarily  kept  on,  or  do  you  think  they  were  ever  kept  ^^„Z^  ^i,^ 
on  to  deprive  ye  prisoners  of  air  ?  hSSbM  oa. 

A. — ^They  were  kept  on  for  ye  preservation  of  ye  ship. 

Q, — Do  you  not  think  ye  prisoners  were  as  humanely  treated 
by  myself  and  officers  as  circomstanoes  would  admit  ? 

A — I  think  they  were. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  or  know  me  to  deny  them  anything  in 
my  power  it  was  proper  for  me  to  grant,  or  in  my  power  to  give  ? 

A. — I  never  did. 

Q.  by  Mr  Burne. — Did  you  not  say  to  Captn.  Dennett  on  ye 

qnarter^leck  that  you  was  never  so used  in  any  ship  as  this, 

and  that  you  would  not  proceed  with  him  farther  than  Botany  Bay  1 

A — ^I  did  say  so. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  say  to  the  steward  that  Captn.  Dennott  and 
himself  were  dam'd  rascals,  and  that  he  would  report  tiieir  doings 
on  their  arrival  at  Botany  Bay  t 

A. — ^I  never  did. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Beyer. — ^Did  you  ever  say  to  the  steward  that  he  was 
a  damned  rascal  and  thief,  and  that  he  cheated  the  convicts  t 

A. — He  never  did. 

John  Gilbert,  ship's  steward,  being  duly  sworn : —  ThejWp's 

Q.  by  Captn.  Dennott. — When  I  first  shipped  you  at  D^tford 
wbkt  were  my  particular  instructions  to  you  respecting  your  oon- 
daet  as  steward  of  ye  ship  ? 

A — ^To  behave  with  justice  to  all  mankind,  and  not  to  let  ye 
ship  be  a  loser  or  the  captn.  a  gainer. 

Q, — ^Was  yon  on  ye  deck  part  of  ye  time  the  punishment  was 
inflicted? 

A. — ^I  was,  the  chief  part 

Q. — Did  I  sot  ask  ye  doctor  the  number  of  lashes  they  were  to  Paniahinfir 
receive,  and  what  quantity  they  were  able  to  bear  1  theooavicts. 

A. — You  did. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  see  ye  doctor  encourage  <iie  people  that  were 
inflicting  the  punuihment  ? 

A. — He  did,  and  desired  him  to  give  them  grog. 

Q. — ^Do  you  not  think  tiie  doctor  assisted  at  the  punishment,  as 
weU  as  others  on  the  quarter-deck  ) 

A. — He  did,  and  exerted  himself  as  well  as  any  of  the  officers. 

Q, — Did  I  at  that  or  any  other  time  endeavour  to  supercede  him 
w  a  sorgeon  ? 

A, — ^You  did  not  at  any  time. 

Q. — Did  I  ever  cause  a  lash  to  be  given  contrary  to  ye  opinion 
of  ysdoctor? 

A» — Not  to  his  knowledge. 


254 


HISTORICAL  KECOSDS  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


1797 

6  July. 


Death  of  a 
convict. 


The 

allowance 
of  water. 


Attitude  of 
Lieutenant 
Burne. 


Excessive 
punishment 


Q, — Did  any  of  the  prisoners,  >yithin  your  recollection,  fftint 
under  ye  lash  1 

A, — I  never  saw  them. 

Q, — ^Was  not  water  given  them,  and  that  frequently,  after  they 
were  taken  down  1 

A. — ^There  was.     I  gave  them  some  myselL 

Q. — Was  you  on  deck  when  ye  body  of  P G was 

brought  up  ? 

A, — I  was. 

Q, — On  ye  doctor's  opinion  being  asked,  did  he  not  say  his  deaih 
was  not  occasioned  by  his  punishment  ? 

A. — He  said  he  believed  he  died  from  thirst. 

Q. — In  ye  morning  of  that  day,  did  I  not  ask  you  the  reason  of 
the  prisoners  being  thirsty  ? 

A. — ^You  did,  and  I  told  you  ye  reason  proceeded  from  ye  con- 
fusion in  ye  ship,  as  they  had  had  but  half  allowance. 

Q, — Did  I  not  order  you  to  give  them  water  immediately,  and 
did  you  not  comply  with  that  order  1 

A, — You  did,  and  I  gave  them  nearly  double  allowance. 

Q. — What  quantity  of  water  was  served  daily  to  ye  convicts 
from  Rio  ? 

A. — From  two  quarts  to  five  pints. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  see  anything  in  my  conduct,  either  towards 
yourself  or  others,  and  particularly  to  ye  Dr.,  that  might  prevent 
giving  an  opinion  I 

A, — I  never  did. 

Q. — ^Was  ye  tenor  of  my  conduct  to  yourself  or  convicts  either 
tyranical  or  brutal  duiing  the  voyage  ? 

A. — 1  never  saw  you  act  tyranical  to  any  man. 

Hid  not  Mr.  Burne  appear  to  you  to  take  an  active  part  in 
iment  ? 
e  certainly  did ;  he  asked  one  if  Strachan,  one  of  his 
men,  did  not  flog  well ;  he  answered  that  he  would  not  chose  to 
come  under  his  cat. 

Q. — Did  not  Mr.  Burne  order  his  own  men  to  punish,  and  did 
not  he  encourage  them  in  it  1 

A. — He  believes  he  did  give  ye  order,  but  he  is  sure  he 
encouraged  them. 

Q, — ^Was  you  present  at  ye  punishment  of  B and  B 

ye  second  time  ? 

A, — I  was. 

Q. — Did  not  ye  doctor  say  that  B 's  hide  was  as  tough 

as  a  buffaloe's,  and  could  not  be  taken  off,  or  words  to  that 
effect  ? 

A. — I  heard  him  say  some  words  to  that  effect. 

Q, — ^When  J B was  punished  ye  second  day,  did  not  ye 

Dr.,  when  I  acquainted  him  ye  pris'r  complained  he  was  not  able 
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to  bear  ye  paniflhinent  on  that  day,  say  that  he  was  able,  and      1707 
ordered  him  more  lashes  1  e  July. 

A. — ^I  heard  him  say  he  was  a  strong,  able  man,  and  when  ye 
prisV  cried  to  him  for  his  assistance  he  made  him  some  abrupt 
answer. 

Q, — Do  you  think  ye  conduct  of  ye  doctor  to  be  humane,  and  that  Evidence 
he  paid  that  attention  to  all  descriptions  of  persons  he  ought  to  iS^y^ 
hare  done  ? 
A. — I  think  he  did  not  pay  that  attention  he  ought  to  have  done. 
Q — ^Were  ye  articles  served  out  by  you  to  the  Dr.  for  ye  use  of 
the  sick  appropriated  to  that  purpose  or  otherwise  disposed  of) 

J. — They  were  not  totally  given  to  ye  sick.  Water  he  has 
known  his  women  to  wash  with;  wine,  2  casks,  he  converted 
to  his  own  use ;  the  1  qr.-cask  he  gave  him  (15  gall's  of  brandy) 
&om  ye  soldiers'  store,  for  which  he  received  a  qr.-cask  of  wine, 
which  was  issued  to  ye  troops  in  lieu  of  brandy ;  the  2  qr.-casks  Medical 
▼ere  taken  out  of  ye  hold  in  small  casks,  and  was  carried  into  Mr.  «»>'ort«^ 
Bame's  cabbin  and  bottled  off ;  1  cask  of  sugar  I  gave  to  Mr. 
Bame  for  the  use  of  ye  sick,  which  cask  he  believes  was  never 
cfpened.  A  quantity  of  bottles  of  whiskey  (five,  he  believes)  for 
ye  use  of  ye  sick,  which  he  thinks  was  not  given  them.  I  asked 
Mr.  Beyer  how  those  articles  were  to  be  expended,  who  answered 
as  he  thought  proper;  that  he  had  friends  at  this  place;  that 
if  any  deficiency  should  arise  in  his  books  he  would  see  it  made 
up. 

Q.— Were  not  the  prisoners  in  general  afraid  to  speak  to  ye 
<loctor  when  they  stood  in  need  of  his  assistance  ? 
i.— The  men  he  cannot  speak  to,  but  ye  women  was  afraid. 
Q. — Did  yon  ever  know  ye  doctor  refuse  to  turn  out  of  a  night  The  doctor 
when  called  on?  Jft^Sdl'' 

A. — ^He  has,  particularly  one  of  Mr.  Bume's  men,  who  said  he  widier. 
should  die ;  he  went  to  ye  doctor  with  a  light  and  told  him  ye  man 
was  very  bad ;  the  answer  the  Dr.  gave  him  was  that  he  was  not  to 
he  disturbed  at  all  hours  in  the  night. 

Q. — ^When  at  Rio,  was  not  the  ship  caulked  and  put  in  good 
condition  to  perform  her  voyage  ? 
A. — She  was  caulked  and  put  in  good  condition. 

Q — .Was  not  ye  ship  well  washed,  cleaned,  and  aired  to  make  condition  of 
ye  prisoners  comfortable  when  they  returned  on  board  from  ye  ^*     ^ 
iskndf 
A. — It  was  well  washod. 

Q. — In  carrying  ye  provisions  to  ye  island,  did  you  not  go  to 
serve  them  out  ? 
A, — ^In  general  he  did. 

Q. — ^Did  you  not  get  ye  provisions  for  ye  island  as  early  as 
possible? 
i.— I  did. 
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1797  Q. — ^Were  ye  cdnvicts  served  anything  for  breakfast  previoos 

€  July.     ^  their  getting  their  fresh  provisions  ? 

A. — I  believe  th^  were,  for  the  caeks  were  exp^idM. 
Jui^  Q. — ^Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Bame  panished  any  men  en  ye 

island  ? 

A. — He  saw  kirn  punish  one,  and  others  were  poniahed. 

Q. — ^Was  the  doctor  present  at  the  time  1 

A, — He  was  not  present 

Q. — Do  you  know  for  what  reaaon  they  were  poniidied  1 

A. — I  do  not. 
The  ration.        Q, — When  ye  prijBoners  on  ye  former  part  of  the  voyage  applied 
for  something  for  breakfast,  did  I  not  order  you  to  serve  tbem  oat 
oatmeal,  and  did  you  not  obey  that  ovder  ? 

A, — Captain  Dennett  ordered  ye  ration  to  be  ahered  for  je 
better,  and  I  complied  with  his  ottier. 

Q» — Did  I  not  alter  ye  salt  provisioiis  for  their  comfort^  tfast 
they  might  have  it  four  days  instead  of  two  9 

A, — Instead  of  giving  them  8  pound  on  ye  Tueeday,  he  gave 
them  four,  and  four  on  Saturdays.  The  pork  was  served  3  lb. 
on  Thursdays  and  Sundays,  and  ye  other  ratioD.  was  so  divided 
as  to  make  it  more  comfortable  for  them. 

Q. — ^Was  there  not  always  plenly  of  fire  allowed  tor  ye  purpoie 
of  cooking  ye  convicts'  victuals  ? 

A. — There  was  as  much  as  they  chose  to  go  for,  a.nd  stsves 
of  beef  and  pork  casks. 
TheooD\iotB'      Q* — ^  s^ll  ^J  orders  to  you  respecting  ye  convicts'  victuals^  did 
food.  J  iiQt  order  you  to  be  careful  that  iktey  had  tbeir  allowance  ? 

-4.— You  did. 

Q. — Has  any  of  ye  convicts'  victuals  been  appropriated  to  my 
use? 
*  A. — ^No,  except  a  little  bread  ye  latter  part  of  ye  voyage. 

Condition  of      Q. — Do  you  not  tiiink  ye  wetness  of  ye  deck  proceeded  moK 
^»"^P-      from  the  weather  tiian  neglect  ? 

A— He  did. 

Q, — Do  you  think  ye  tarpaulins  were  umieoessarily  kept  on, 
so  as  to  deprive  the  prisoners  of  air,  or  for  ye  proBcrvatkn  of  the 
ship? 

A. — For  ike  preservation  of  the  ship. 

Q. — Do  you  think  ik»  prisoners  were  treated  humandy  by  me  as 
far  as  circumstances  would  permit  ? 

A. — I  think  and  am  sure  they  were. 

Q, — Did  you  ever  ksow  ye  prisoners  denied  anything  that  was 
in  my  power  to  give  and  proper  for  me  to  grant  ? 

A, — I  never  did. 

Q. — ^Did  I  ever  offer  you  anything  for  coming  forward  in  this 
business,  or  did  I  ever  endeavour  to  bias  your  opinion  ? 

A. — You  never  did. 
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J K ,  a  convict,  being  duly  sworn  : —  1797 

Q.  by  Captn.  DennoU : — ^Was  you  on  shore  at  ye  island  1*  6  J^. 

A. — I  was  there  for  three  weeks.  a  convict's 

Q. — ^Was  you  there  when  any  men  were  punished  ]  **  *"^' 

A. — ^I  was. 

Q. — Do  you  know  for  what  they  were  punished  1 

A. — For  breaking  a  canoe. 

Q. — Who  ordered  ye  punishment  ? 

A. — I  cannot  telL 

Q. — ^Who  was  present  at  ye  punishment  ? 

-4.— Mr.  Buma 

Q, — ^Was  ye  doctor  present  ? 

A. — ^He  was  not. 

Q. — ^Were  not  two  other  men  punished  ? 

A. — Only  one. 

Q. — ^Who  was  present  at  ye  punishment  ? 

A — Corporal  Frankliu,  and  he  thinks  it  was  ye  corporal  ordered  it  v"^!!*. 

Q. — ^Was  ye  doctor  present  ?  onier. 

A — ^He  was  not. 

Q. — How  did  you  conceive  yourself  to  be  treated  by  me  ? 

A, — ^Very  well  treated. 

Q. — ^Did  you  ever  hear  of  my  having  ill-treated  ye  prisoners  ? 

A. — ^I  never  did. 

Q. — ^Was  ye   doctor  in  ye  main  hatchway,  where  you   was,  The  doctor 
sufficiently  attentive  1  JSlfvtote. 

A— During  ye  first  part  of  ye  voyage  ye  doctor  was  often 
amoo^ye  prisoners ;  but  from  Bio  to  Sydney  not  more  than  three 
or  four  times. 

Q. — ^Were  ye  people  sickly  in  ye  main  hatchway  from  Rio  to 
Sydney! 

A. — ^Four  were  sickly. 

Q. — Did  ye  doctor  ever  ill-treat  any  of  ye  prisoners  before  for  compioinfce 
threatening  to  complain  to  the  captain  of  him  ?  ^  oonvicta. 

A. — ^He  did ;  he  struck  one,  and  told  him  if  he  had  any  com- 
plaints to  make  he  must  make  them  to  ye  Governor,  and  not  to 
ye  captain. 

Q. — Did  Captn.  Dennett  treat  the  prisoners  with  cruelty  and 
bhnmanity  ? 

A — ^He  never  did. 

Q. — ^Was  any  plot  formed  to  take  ye  ship  1  a  plot  to 

-4.-— There  was,  and  he  thinks  it  was  dropped  ;  but  ye  captain  Jji^**** 
and  officers  were  ignorant  of  that  circumstance. 

Q.— -Did  I  ever  offer  you  any  reward  to  come  forward,  or  attempt 
to  Inas  your  opinion  in  this  business  ? 

-A.— -You  never  did. 

*  An  Uhnd  in  the  harbour  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  the  oonvicts  were  landed. 
VOL.  Ill — B 
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17V7      Mr.  Froome,  3rd  mate  of  the  Britannia,  being  again  duly  sworn— 
6  July.  the  original  letter  of  No.  3  being  shewn  to  Mr.  Eroome  : — 

^J^***  Q.  by  Mr,  Bume  : — Do  you  remember  that  letter  being  leoeived 

recaUod.       by  Mr.  Rickettsi 

±—1  do. 
»  *tain'  ^'  — "^^  y^'^  remember  it  being  publicly  read  in  ye  cuddy  by  Mr. 

letter  to  the  Kicketts  ? 
chief  mate.         ^  _i  ^q. 

Q. — Do  you  remember  my  requesting  Mr.  Iti<^etts  to  keep  it  a 
secret  from  Mr.  Beyer,  as  it  was  a  gross  insult  towards  him  ? 

j4.— Ido. 

Q. — Do  you  conceive  Mr.  Ricketts  acted  as  judge  in  punishing 
any  convicts,  as  desired  by  Captain  Dennott  ? 

A— I  do. 

Q, — Do  you  conceive  that  Captn.  Dennott  has  perfectly  adhered 
to  ye  principles  which  is  laid  down  in  that  letter  respecting  the 
punishment  of  convicts  ? 

A.—l  do. 

Q, — Did  you  ever  know  that  Captn.  Dennott  objected  to  any 
men  ordered  out  of  irons  by  Dr.  Beyer  as  necessary  to  ye  preser- 
vation of  their  lives  ? 

A. — He  has. 
2jJ2Sdi  ^' — -^^  y^^  recollect  my  asking   Captain  Dennott's  advice 

wma.  respecting  ye  punishment  of  J B at  ye  island  for  seizmg 

the  sentinel's  arms,  and  how  I  asked  it  ? 

j4. — Mr.  Bume  was  absent  when  ye  a£&,ir  tran^ired.      I  saw 

B seize  ye  musquet,  for  which  I  struck  him  and  ordered  him 

in  irons.  On  Mr.  Burners  return  I  represented  the  afEur  to  him. 
Mr.  Bume  desired  me  to  acquaint  Captain  Dennott  with  ye  cir- 
cumstance, and  to  ask  him  how  he  should  act.  On  my  acquainting 
Captain  Dennott  of  it,  he  desired  me  to  tell  Mr.  Bume  he  might 
act  as  he  thought  proper  respecting  ye  punishing  the  convicts  at 
ye  island. 

Q. — Do  you  conceive  Captn.  Dennott  paid  that  attention  to  the 
viotoaUing   victualling:  the  soldiers  and  convicts  on  ye  island  which  his  sitoa- 
*r"""  tion  bound  him  to  perform  ? 
oonyicta.  j[^ — jje  does  not  conceive  he  did. 

Q, — In  what  respect  did  he  neglect  the  victualling  those  people  t 

A, — In  respect  to  his  not  sending  the  victuals  at  a  proper  tune, 
ye  boats  being  otherwise  engaged. 

Q. — How  were  those  boats  engaged  ? 

A, — In  Captain  Dennett's  business. 

Q, — Do  you  remember  that  ye  troops  and  convicts  on  ye  island 
were  without  water  when  that  on  ye  island  was  reported  by  Br. 
Beyer  as  unfit  for  use  ? 

.4.-1  do. 
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Q* — ^Do  joQ  eaacmre  that  that  neglect  aroae  from   Captain      1997 
Dennett's  emi^oying  the  boats  for  his  own  private  trade  ?  e  July 

A.—1  do. 

Q. — ^Do  yoa  know  if  any  convict  women  were  treated  nnmer- 
dfully  by  Captain  Dennett  personally,  and  by  Wharton,  whom 
Captain  Dennott  ordered  1 

A. — In  many  instances  he  conceives  they  were. 

Q. — State  to  ye  Coart  what  you  know  respecting  the  craeltiee  Craei 
exercised  on  the  women  individually  ?  offcnuUe^ 

A. — ^In  ye  first  place,  one  woman  of  the  name  of  Jenny  «>nv*cto, 

B ,  whose  hair  Captain  Dennott  himself  cutt  ojff,  and  gaged  her, 

afker  having  first  cruelly  beaten  her  with  a  cane  over  ye  back, 
shoulders,  and  face,  afterwards  ironing  her  with  both  legs  and 
chaining  her  with  a  chain ;  from  the  weight  of  irons,  she  com- 
plained to  me  that  she  was  not  ci^ble  of  going  to  perform 
necessary  occasiona     In  ye  second  place,  a  woman  of  the  name  of 

Mary  F ,  who,  from  the  uniformity  of  her  good  conduct,  had 

been  countenanced  by  every  officer  on  board,  was  confined  in  ye 
neck-yoke,  put  up  for  that  purpose,  for  two  hoars,  for  a  crime  which 
decency  alone  induced  her  to  commit.  In  ye  third  place,  the  women 
in  general  I've  seen  punished  with  three  and  four  doaen  at  the  bulk- 
head with  a  cane,  ironed,  and  shaved  for  many  trivial  offences. 

Q. — Do  you  remember  my  representing  to  Captn.  Dennott  ye 
cmelty  of  his  conduct  in  putting  Mary  F in  ye  neck-yc^ef 

A. — ^He  does.   One  day,  at  dinner,  after  Mr.  Bume  representing  ^^*®"' , 
ye  necessity  for  every  woman  of  decency  to  act  in  that  manner,  thocapuan. 
Captain  Dennott  then  said  he  was  captain,  and  that  he  would  put 
her  in  the  yoke. 

Q. — Did  not  Captn.  Dennott  say  that  should  I  represent  it  to 
Oovemment  he  did  not  care  a  damn,  that  he  was  agent  for  ye 
ship,  and  that  he  would  act  as  he  thought  proper,  and  said  I  had 
no  light  to  interfere  with  him  and  the  convicts  ? 

A, — ^He  did ;  and  to  which  Mr.  Bume  replied  that  he  should 
maik  it  in  his  journal  that  Captn.  Dennott  he  made  no  doubt 
had  the  interest  of  his  owners  at  heart,  and  that  he  likewise  had  ye 
interest  of  his  king  and  country. 

Q. — What  do  you  imagine  was  ye  cause  of  Mary  C putting  Soteideoi  a 

an  end  to  her  existence  1  convict. 

il. — From  the  threats  of  ye  proceeding  night  that  was  pub- 
lickly  held  out  by  Captn.  Dennott. 

Q. — Do  you  conceive  that  from  the  tenor  of  Captain  Dennett's 
conduct,  exclusive  of  ye  infamous  letter  he  wrote,  that  Dr.  Beyer 
conceived  himself  despised  on  board  in  his  capacity  of  surgeon  7 

A, — From  ye  whole  tenor  of  Captn.  Dennett's  conduct,  I  con- 
ceive he  did. 

Q.— Did  Captain  Dennott  make  use  of  any  improper  expressions 
on  the  quarter-deck  in  Mr.  Beyer's  official  capacity  ? 
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A. — Captain  Dennott  onoe  mentioned  to  me  that  he  conoeiTed 
Dr.  Beyer  the  same  as  a  ship's  steward,  for  that  they  hoth  equally 
belonged  to  the  ship,  and  that  he  would  be  damned  but  he  would 
let  him  know  so,  which  I  believe  I  mentioned  to  Dr.  Beyer.  The 
Dr.  has  frequently  lamented  to  me  that  he  was  not  allowed  to 
have  an  opinion  of  his  own  as  a  surgeon. 

Q, — What  reason  do  you  suppose  Captn.  Dennott  had  for  making 
use  of  such  expressions  on  ye  quarter-deck  ? 

A, — I  can't  pretend  to  say. 

Q, — Had  you  from  Bio  the  charge  of  a  watch  f 

A— I  had. 

Q. — Did  Doctor  Beyer  ever  apply  to  you  when  officer  of  the 
quarter-deck  to  give  orders  for  his  medicine-chest  to  be  cleaned, 
and  to  put  those  obstacles  out  of  his  way  which  almost  continually 
retarded  him  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  ] 

A. — He  did,  very  frequently. 

Q, — ^Were  any  particular  articles  applied  for  to  be  removed  I 

A, — ^The  Dr.  frequently  told  me  that  his  chest  was  lumbered 
with  sails  and  cordage,  which  I've  seen  myself. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  observe  that  ye  many  inconveniences  Dr.  Beyer 
laboured  under  were  laughed  at  by  Captn.  Dennott  1 

A. — I  have. 

Q, — ^Bave  you  any  reason  to  think  Dr.  Beyer  relaxed  in  his  duty 
respecting  the  sick  and  feeble  on  board  ? 

A. — I  do  not.     I  imagine  him  to  have  been  very  assiduous. 

Q. — Do  you  conceive  that  his  Majesty's  stores  that  were  in  Captn. 
Dennott's  care  to  have  been  embezzled  ) 

A. — I  have  known  two  firkins  of  butter  marked  G.R,  to  have 
been  sold. 

Q, — Did  the  steward  know  anything  of  it  1 

A. — He  did ;  he  was  the  person  that  sold  them. 

Q. — Do  you  conceive  any  other  provisions  to  have  been  embezzled  ? 

A, — I  do ;  beef,  pork,  and  whiskey. 

Q. — Did  Captn.  Dennott  ever  attempt  to  sell  any  of  his  Majesty's 
stores  that  was  put  on  board  for  ye  use  of  the  convicts  ? 

A, — He  did.  I  saw  ye  man  to  whom  he  wanted  to  sell  it. 
I  saw  G.B.  erased  out  of  one  cask.  I  received  orders  from  Captn. 
Dennott  to  get  nine  casks  of  flour  marked  G.B.,  and  I've  known 
two  samples  to  have  been  taken  out  by  the  cooper  for  Captn. 
Dennott. 

Q. — Was  Captain  Dennott's  name  in  ye  place  of  G.R.  ordered 
to  be  put  on  the  casks  ? 

A, — It  was,  but  never  executed. 

Q. — Did  the  steward  know  of  this  transaction  7 

A, — The  steward  erased  the  G.R.  himself. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  receive  any  complaints  from  the  convicts 
when  you  went  among  them  on  duty  ? 
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A — ^Frequently,  as  to  ye  badness  of  bread,  the  small  allowance  1707 
of  wheats  the  want  of  water,  the  dampness  of  ye  berths,  all  which  e  July, 
complaints,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I  told  Captn.  Dennett. 

Q. — ^Were  those  complaints  redressed  1 

A, — ^They  were  not. 

Q, — Did  you  ever  show  Captn«  Dennott  ye  small  allowance  of 
ineatf 

A. — I  did,  twice  and  more,  thro'  Mr.  Bume. 

Q, — Do  you  conceive  that  ye  convicts  were  allowed  five  pints  of  JJJj^np^  ^ 
vater  daily,  or  short  of  four  pints)  water. 

^.— I,  myself,  calculated  ye  whole  allowance  of  each  prison, 
and  ye  number  of  buckets  served  out  was  adequate  to  four  pints 
fiman. 

Q. — For  what  reason  [were]  ye  soldiers  obliged  to  sell  their  pease 
and  oatmeal  for  one  ^1  of-  whiskey  each  ? 

A. — I  imagine  from  the  want  of  water  to  boil  their  pease  and 
oatmeaL 

Q, — Was  any  additional  water  allowed  to  boil  their  pease  and  fiMfifti«  for 
oatmeal  i  food. 

A. — None. 

Q.— Does  it  not  appear  strange  to  you  that  ye  convicts  should 
be  allowed  five,  and  the  soldiers  only  four  pints  of  water  ? 

i.— It  does. 

Q.— Were  not  many  water-casks  broke  up  for  ye  convenience 
c{  stowing  Captn.  Dennett's  private  investment,  amounting  to 
about  60  tons,  which  ought  to  have  been  filled  at  Bio,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  troops  and  convicts  ? 

J.— Many  casks  were  broke  up,  but  what  number  can't  tell. 

The  Court  adjotimed  to  17th 

The  Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

F C ,  a  convict,  being  duly  sworn  : —  ^  ronyicfa 

Q.  hy  Mr.  Bume : — Was  yon  ever  punished  at  Rio  1 

A.—l  was. 

9.— Was  your  punishment  severe  1 

A.—'lt  was. 

^.— Was  Doctor  Beyer  present  ? 

-4.— He  was  not. 

Q.— Was  you  flogged  into  and  out  of  a  fainting  fit  ?  Tho  lash. 

-^.--He  was  flogged  into  a  fit,  and,  he  understood  from  his  com- 
panions, out  of  it,  and  when  he  recovered  he  found  himself  still 
under  punishment. 

§.— Was  you  flogged  on  account  of  a  plot  to  take  ye  ship  ? 

i.— I  was. 

$.— Who  ordered  you  to  be  flogged  1 

'^.—Captain  Dennott. 
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Q, — Did  he  order  yon  to  receive  300  lashes,  and  when  yon  bad 
received  them  did  he  say  you  should  have  300  more  ? 

A. — I  received  300  ladies,  and  Captn.  Dennott  told  me  I  had 
received  but  half  my  punishment. 

Q. — Did  he  (Captn.  Dennott)  ever  consult  ye  Dr.  an  your 
punishment  1 

A, — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q. — ^Did  you  ever  hear  your  companions  that  were  punished 
complain  among  themselves  that  their  punishment  was  cruel,  and 
that  it  was  hard  to  be  punished  so  severely  without  ye  advice  of  a 
surgeon  ? 

A^ — He  heard  his  companions  say  that  they  never  heard  of 
BO  severe  a  punishment  without  ye  assistance  and  advice  of  a 
surgeon. 

Q. — ^Was  Doctor  Beyer's  attention  to  the  sick  humane,  and 
constantly  so? 

A, — He  attended  when  sent  for,  and  frequently  when  not  aeaat 
for,  and  that  his  conduct  was  humane. 

Q' — Do  you  conceive  that  ye  Dr.'s  orders  were  frequently  not 
complied  with,  and  in  what  respect  they  were  not  attended  to  t 

A. — I  do,  for  he  frequently  ordered  us  water  and  vinegar,  which 
was  not  given  us. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  the  Dr.  complain  that  his  orders  were 
not  attended  to,  and  said  he  felt  for  them  ? 

A, — ^The  doctor  came  down  to  us,  and  frequently  lamented 
that  ye  things  he  had  ordered  us  were  not  given,  and  when  he  sent 
to  ye  stewaid  for  vinegar,  he  said,  " the  doctor." 

Q. — Do  you  conceive  that  the  same  rice  given  you  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  voyage  was  allowed  you  from  Rio  1 

A, — He  does  not — that  the  rice  was  fxdl  of  gravel,  and  ye  blacks 
refused  it. 

Q, — Were  you  under  ye  necessity  of  selling  your  soap  for  bread  ? 

A, — I  gave  my  soap  to  ye  steward,  and  expected  bread  in  return, 
but  never  got  any. 

Q, — Did  you  ever  know  any  whiskey  out  of  the  hold  sold  to  ye 
prisoners  ? 

A. — I  got  a  small  quantity  from  a  man  of  the  name  of  Ward, 
who  informed  me  he  had  given  two  shillings  for  it  to  ye  steward, 
and  that  he  himself  saw  it  brought  from  the  hold. 

Q.  by  Captain  Dennott : — What  was  you  punished  for  at  Rio  ? 

A, — ^For  attempting  to  escape  from  ya  ship. 

Q, — Did  you  not  cut  your  irons  ? 

A, — I  did  not,  but  they  were  cut. 

Q^ — ^Was  you  not  picked  up  in  the  water? 

A, — I  was. 

Q, — Had  you  not  some  doathes  and  bread  ? 

A,—l  had. 
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No.  5*  was  read  to  ye  witness,  and  he  sweara  ye  oontemt^  is  tlrue.       1797 

Q. — How  do  you  know  I  gave  S and  B orders  to  come     «  '«*y« 

on  deck  ? 

A. — I  saw  him  give  the  orders. 

Q. — Do  you  know  for  what  reason  they  were  ordered  on  deck? 

A, — He  imagines  to  be  put  on  ye  long  chain. 

Q. — ^Was  the  doctor  present  when  you  was  punished  ye  last  time  ? 

-i — ^He  was. 

Q. — ^Was  Mr.  Bume  present  ? 

J.— I  can't  telL 

Q. — Do  you  conceive  ye  whiskey  sold  was  by  my  orders? 

A. — He  can't  tell,  for  he  conceives  Captain  Dtonott  would  not 
give  such  an  order. 

J R J  a  convict,  being  duly  sworn : —  Evidenoeoi 

1^  ooovict. 

Q,  by  Mr.  Bume : — Was  you  punished  for  the  plot  ? 

A. — I  was. 

Q. — Who  order'd  you  to  be  punished  ? 

A — Captain  Dennett. 

Q. — How  many  lashes  did  you  receive  1 

A. — ^Three  hundred  lashes^ 

Q. — ^Was  Doctor  Beyer  present  at  ye  punishment,  and  was  he 
coDsoItedl 

i. — ^He  was.  present,  but  was  not  consulted,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  any  of  your  companions  that  were  pun-  Punishment 
iahed  complain  that  the  punishment  was  cruel,  and  that  it  Was  «^®'"^^«- 
hard  to  be  punished  so  severely  without  ye  advice  of  a  surgeon? 

A. — I  did,  and  ha  heard  some  of  ye  soldiers  say  that  it  was 
veiy  hard  to  see  such  murder  going  on  without  consulting  the 
Dr.  as  to  their  being  able  to  receive  it. 

Q, — ^Waa  Doctor  Beyer's  attention  to  the  sick  constant  and 
humane  ? 

A — ^It  was;  he  came  constantly  down,  and  complained  and  a   ^^^ 
lamented  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  do  anything  for  us — ^that  dM«or. 
bis  heart  bled  at  ye  situation  he  saw  them  in. 

Q. — ^Did  you  ever  hear  Dr.  Beyer  complain  that  his  orders  were 
not  attended  to  1 

A. — I  did.  I  have  heard  him  give  orders  to  ye  steward  to  give 
08  water  and  vinegar,  and  ye  steward  replied,  when  his  back  was 

turned,  " the  doctor,"  and  he  would  give  neither  one  or  the 

other. 

§. — Were  you  under  ye  necessity  of  drinking  your  own  urine  1 

-4.— I  was. 

Q, — ^How  much  water  did  you  receive  from  9  on  the  one  morning  The     ^  ^^ 
^til  7  ye  next  morning?  water. 

•  Poet,  p.  278. 
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A, — ^About  one  qnart. 

Q. — Was  you  in  the  fore-hatch  ? 

A. — I  was. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  see  me  come  down  among  you  and  oommisscr- 
ate  your  distressed  situation  1 

A.— You  did. 

Q, — Were  any  complaints  made  to  me? 

A . — There  was.    K complained  that  their  grog  was  stopped, 

and  that  we  wanted  some  more  water. 

Q.  by  Captn,  JDennott  to  Mr.  Bume. — ^Were  those  complaints 
ever  reported  to  me  by  you  1 

A. — ^They  were  not,  because  I  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  captain  would  think  me  officious,  having  before  told  me  that 
I  had  no  business  to  interfere  with  ye  convicts. 

J——  B ,  convict,  being  duly  sworn  : — 

Q,  by  Mr,  Bume, — Was  you  punished  on  account  of  the  plot  ? 

A. — I  was. 

Q, — Who  ordered  you  to  be  punished  ? 

A, — Captain  Dennott. 

Q. — How  many  lashes  did  you  receive  % 

A. — 300,  and  he  told  me  I  was  to  receive  300  more  ye  next 
day,  but  I  did  not  receive  them. 

Q, — Did  Captain  Dennott  tie  up  and  take  you  down  without 
consulting  the  doctor  as  to  the  number  of  lashes  you  was  to 
receive  1 

A, — The  Dr.  was  not  present  at  ye  time  I  was  punished. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  ask  Captn.  Dennott  for  a  drop  of  water  after 
you  was  punished,  to  cool  your  tongue  ? 

A, — I  did  in  ye  middle  of  ye  pumshment,  and  after  punisli- 
ment,  but  could  get  none.  The  captn.  then  order'd  me  to  be  taken 
down,  and  during  ye  punishment  the  captn.  was  smiling,  and 
when  I  asked  for  a  drop  of  salt  water  he  told  me  I  should  have 
none,  and  on  my  saying  I  should  die,  he  replied,  '*  Die  and  be 
damned." 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  your  companions  that  were  punished 
punishment,  complain  among  themselves  that  ye  punishment  was  cruel,  and 
that  it  was  hard  to  be  punished  so  severely  without  ye  advice  of  a 
surgeon  ? 

A. — I  did  hear  them  complain  that  they  were  punished  without 
ye  advice  of  ye  surgeon,  and  of  ye  hard  usuage  they  got  before 
and  after  punishment. 

Q, — Was  Doctor  Beyer's  attention  to  ye  sick  humane  and 
constant  ? 

A, — It  was  humane,  and  but  for  him  and  Mr.  Froome  himself 
and  others  would  have  expired ;  that  on  speaking  ye  sentinel 
threatened  to  shoot  them. 


The  doctor 
ignored. 


Severity  of 
the 
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Q. — Do  yon  conceive  that  ye  steward  sold  any  of  H.M.  stores      1TB7 
to  ye  convicts  for  money  ?  e  Jaiy. 

A, — He  sold  bags  of  bread,  cheese,  spirits  in  ye  ship,  and  butter,  jy|,J3j;   ^» 
pease,  and  pork  in  ye  island.  stores.  ^ 

Q. — Did  ye  steward  give  bread  to  ye  convicts  for  their  soap  ? 

A, — ^He  gave  rotten  bread  for  ye  soap. 

Q. — ^What  quantity  of  water  did  you  get  daily  from  Rio?  SSwance  of 

A — Sometimes  one  quart  and  half-pint,  sometimes  three  pints,  water. 
Adjourned  to  Monday^  ye  19th, 

The  Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

B E ,  convict^  being  duly  sworn  : —  The  cooks 

Q,  by  Captain  Bennett. — Did  you  act  as  cook  in  ye  island  of  Rio?  ^    ^^' 

^.-I  did. 

Q, — ^Did  ye  prisoners  feel  any  inconveniences  from  the  want  of 
profvislons  or  water  ? 

A — ^They  did  not,  for  I  gave  them  some  provisions  before  ye 
steward  came  with  their  rated  daily  allowance. 

Q, — What  number  of  prisoners  were  punished  in  the  island  ? 

A. — ^He  believes  six  or  seven. 

Q. — ^Was  ye  doctor  always  present  at  ye  punishment  ? 

A. — I  did  not  see  him  there. 

Q. — ^Was  you  on  ye  quarter-deck  ye  time  ye  prisoners  were 
punished? 

A. — ^I  was  at  ye  time  B and  H were  punished. 

Q.— Did  ye  doctor  rive  his  opinion  as  to  ye  number  of  lashes  The  doctors 

.1  ^  Li     X     v         a  treatment 

they  were  able  to  bear  ?  octhe 

-4.— He  did  give  his  opinion  on  being  asked  by  ye  captain.  oonvicto. 

§.— Was  you  on  deck  at  ye  time  the  body  of  P G 

was  brought  up? 

A. — I  was. 

Q. — Did  you  hear  ye  Dr.  say  that  he  could  not  have  died  from 
ye  punishment  he  received,  as  he  was  a  strong  man,  or  words  to 
thatefl^? 

A, — He  heard  him  say  he  was  a  strong  man. 

Q, — Did  you  ever  know  me  act  with  cruelty  or  inhumanity  to  2dS?***° 
any  of  ye  prisoners  ?  convicts. 

A — ^At  ye  time  we  were  detected  in  ye  conspiracy  we  were 
healthy  and  well  treated,  and  did  not  wish  to  be  bettor  used  than 
we  were  by  the  captain. 

Q. — ^Can  you  say  anything  respecting  ye  doctor's  treatment  of 
ye  prisoners  after  they  were  punished  ? 

A — ^He  went  down  at  different  times,  as  well  as  ye  man  under 
him. 

§. — Did  you  ever  hear  any  of  ye  prisoners  complain  of  ye 
doctor's  want  of  humanity  ? 

A» — Some  did,  and  some  did  not. 
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1797 

State  of  the 
vesseL 


A  oonvict's 
evideDoe. 


Q, — Was  not  ye  dampness  of  ye 
weather  than  to  neglect  1 

A. — ^The  weather  was  bad,  and  I 
scrapers  to  keep  it  clean  every  day. 

J B- 


Evidemeof 
A  female 
oonviot. 


Saicide  of  a 
womaD. 


pr]s<m  more  owing  to  bad 
men  ordered  down  with 


convict,  being  duly  sworn : — 

Q.  by  Captain  DennoU. — In  what  situation  was  you  at  ye  time 
you  was  accused  of  taking  the  sentinel's  arms  ?  Was  you  drunk  or 
sober  1 

A, — I  was  in  liquor. 

Q. — ^Was  you  flogged  for  it  ? 

Jt. — I  was. 

Q, — ^Was  ye  doetor  present? 

A, — He  was. 

Q. — ^Were  ye  berths  k^t  dean  during  the  voyage  ? 

A. — Mr.  Froome  came  down  every  day  and  order'd  them  to  be 
cleaned. 

Q. — Was  ye  doctor  often  down. from  Rio  to  Sydney  Gove  ? 

A. — He  was  six  or  seven  times  down. 

Q. — ^Who  dressed  ye  prisoners'  backs  ? 

A, — Sometimes  Sandford,  sa  old  man,  dressed  th^n,  and  some- 
times they  dressed  their  backs  thems^ves. 

Q. — How  many  days  before  our  arrival  did  Mr.  Byrne  go  down 
among  the  prisoners  ? 

A, — He  went  down  after  we  made  ye  land. 

Mary  B being  duly  sworn  : — 

Q.  by  Captain  Dennott. — Did  you  miscarry  on  board  ye  shipt 

A.—1  did. 

Q, — ^Relate  to  ye  Court  in  what  manner  you  was  treated  by  Dr. 
Beyer  on  that  occasion  ? 

A, — ^I  was  treated  very  badly  by  him.  I  was  sick  for  three 
months,  and  he  did  not  give  me  anything  during  that  time  except 

half  a  glass  of  wine.     I  sent  Peg  L for  a  drink  of  water,  and 

he  told  her  that  he  would  kick  her.  The  captain  sent  me  a  bottle 
of  wine  and  water,  and  but  for  that  I  should  not  have  been  alive. 

Q, — When  you  applied  to  ye  doctor  for  medicine,  did  he  not 
damn  you  for  a  bitch  ? 

A. — He  did;  and  did  not  give  me  any  medicine,  nor  did  he  give 
me  any  wine  sbfter  I  miscarried. 

Q. — Do  you  know  Mary  C 1 

A.—l  do. 

Q. — ^Do.  you  think  by  any  illusuage  of  mine  I  was  ye  cause  of 
her  throwing  herself  overboard  ? 

^.^— You  was  not,  for  she  was  always  deranged. 

Q. — Was  she  not  a  woman  of  bad  character  ? 

A, — She  was ;  she  attempted  to  cut  her  own  throat 
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Henry  JameB  Puroell,  a  private  aaklier  of  N.  S.  Wales  C!orp6,      1797 
being  duly  sworn : —  e  July. 

Q.  by  Captn.  DennoU. — ^Was  you  on  ye  quarter-deck  during  the  ^J?"*''* 
time  of  punisbment  ? 

A. — I  was  ye  greater  part  of  the  time. 

Q. — Did  I  not  ask  ye  doctor  as  to  ye  quantity  of  lashes  each 
man  was  able  to  bear? 

A — Some  discourse  passed  between  the  doctor  and  captain,  but 
cannot  say  what. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  ye  two  K s  being  punished,  and  did 

not  ye  doctor  say  that  they  had  been  sickly  on  ye  island,  and 
were  not  able  to  bear  300  lashes,  but  were  able  to  bear  200  lashes  ? 

A. — T  do  recollect  it 

Q. — ^Do  you  recollect  B being  tied  up  a  second  time  t 

±—I  do. 

Q. — Did  you  hear  the  doctor  say  his  hide  was  tough  T 

i.— I  did. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  the  doctor  encourage  the  men  to  flog  hard  f 

A, — I  did  not. 

Q, — ^Did  you  ever  liear  that  I  attempted  to  supercede  him  as  fftvoonbie 
a  surgeon?  ^^^ 

A, — I  never  did. 

Q. — ^Was  you  on  deck  at  ye  time  the  body  of  G was  brought 

on  deck  f 

A. — I  was. 

$.— Did  you  hear  the  doctor  say  he  did  not  die  in  consequence 
of  ye  punishment  he  received  ? 

A— I  did. 

Q. — Was  my  conduct  to  you  or  to  any  other  person  on  board 
bmtal  or  inhuman  ? 

A. — ^It  was  very  humane. 

Q' — ^Did  you  hear  any  complaints  against  ye  captain  by  the 
soldiers? 

i. — I  did  not 

Q* — ^Was  Mr.  Borne  on  deck  dming  the  punishment  ? 

A. — Sometimes  he  was. 

Q. — Did  Mr.  Bnme  appear  to  be  aotive  in  the  punishment  f 

i.— He  did. 

Q.— Watt  B drank  at  ye  time  he  seized  the  sentinel's  arms  ? 

A. — ^He  was. 

Q.— Did  you,  the  troops,  or  convicts  suffer  on  ye  island  for  His 
*«nt  of  water  or  provisions?  SrSSSi"*' 

^.— They  did  not  •nd^ 

Q. — Did  ye  troops  or  convicts  complain  tliat  ye  provisions  were  *^ 
not  sent  to  ye  island  at  a  seasonable  hour  ? 

A, — One  day  they  did. 
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1797  Q. — Bid  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Bume  complain  of  any  ill-usu^ 

6  July,      or  neglect  of  ye  troops  by  Captn,  Dennott  ? 

A. — I  do  not  recollect  I  did. 

Q, — Was  the  conduct  of  ye  doctor  humane  to  the  sick  ¥ 

A. — I  cannot  say. 

Q. — ^Was  Thos.  Mancell,  a  private,  paid  proper  attention  to  by 
the  doctor  1 

A. — I  think  not. 

Q. — ^Was  not  a  man  very  ill  of  ye  flux,  and  was  he  not  ordered 
on  deck  to  be  washed  by  cold  water,  and  by  whom  1 

A. — He  was  ordered  to  be  washed  by  ye  doctor. 

Q. — How  long  did  the  man  live  after  being  washed  ? 

A. — He  died  the  next  day. 
A  burial  at        Q. — ^In  what  manner  was  he  buried — was  any  prayers  used  over 
him? 

A. — He  was  thrown  overboard  without  ye  usual  prayers. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  know  ye  tarpaulins  unnecessarily  kept  on, 
and  whether  ye  lee  side  was  not  always  kept  up  to  give  air  to  je 
prisoners  1 

A. — I  never  did,  unless  when  necessary. 

Q. — ^Was  any  tarpaulins  on  ye  hatch  ye  first  night  of  ye  day  of 
punishment  ? 

A. — There  was  not. 

Q, — ^Bid  you  ever  hear  ye  prisoners  at  the  main  hatch  complain 
of  thirst  1 

A, — I  did  not. 

Q, — ^Was  you  ever  offered  any  reward  by  me  to  come  forward, 
or  did  I  ever  attempt  to  bias  your  opinion  ? 

A. — You  never  did. 

Thomas  Franklin,  corporal  of  N.  S.  Wales  Corps,  sworn  : — 

The      ^  Q.  by  Captn*  DennoU : — Was  you  on  ye  quarteiNdeck  at  ye  time 

^HGno^*     ye  people  were  punished  ? 

A. — I  was  looking  over  the  bulkhead. 

Q. — Did  you  hear  ye  Dr.  asked  as  to  the  quantity  of  lashes 
the  men  were  able  to  bear? 

A, — I  saw  ye  doctor  with  a  slate  in  his  hand  taking  down  je 
number  of  lashes  they  received. 

Q. — ^Do  you  not  conceive  the  doctor  as  much  concerned  in  ye 
punishment  as  myself  ? 

A, — I  think  he  was. 

Q, — ^Did  you  ever  know  me  to  supercede  ye  doctor  as  a  soigeon  1 

A. — I  never  did. 

Q, — Was  you  on  deck  when  the  body  of  G was  brought 

on  deck  ? 

A, — I  was. 
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Q — ^Did  Mr.  Barne  appear  to  you  to  take  an  active  part  in  ye       1707 
panishment  1  o  July. 

A — He  did ;  he  ordered  ye  party  up  two  days,  by  Mr.  Barne's       ~^i 

orders.  Borne  and 

Q. — ^Did  not  Mr.  Barne  order  his  own  people  to  punish  and  *>>««>n^'»«** 
encourage  them  in  it  1 

A — He  did  order  two  men  to  punish. 

Q. — ^When  B was  punished  the  second  time,  was  you  on 

deck? 

A — ^I  was. 

Q.— Did  the  Br.  say  he  could  bear  more  lashes  ? 

A. — He  did,  and  said  he  should  have  his  punishment  ye  next  day. 

Q. — ^Was  my  conduct  to  you  or  ye  troops  tyrannical  or  inhuman? 

A, — ^It  was  not;  any  fiavour  I  asked  was  always  granted. 

Q. — Was  the  doctor^s  conduct  to  ye  sick  humane  1 

A. — I  think  it  was  not. 

Q. — ^Was  ye  Dr.'s  orders  in  throwing  water  on  M ye  cause 

of  his  death  ? 

A. — He  thinks  it  was. 

Q. — ^In  what  manner  was  he  buried,  and  was  prayers  read 
o?er  him  f 

A. — He  was  thrown  overboad,  but  ye  weather  was  so  rough  A  burial  at 
as  to  render  it  impossible  to  read  prayers  over  him.     Mr.  Bume  "** 
regretted  that  it  could  not  be  done. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  know  ye  tarpaulins  unnecessarily  kept  on  ? 

-4. — I  never  did. 

Q.— Was  not  ye  wetness  of  the  prison  occasioned  more  by  bad 
weather  than  neglect  ? 

-^.— It  was. 

Q.— Was  not  two  men  appointed  to  keep  ye  prisons  and  hatches 
clean? 

-4.— There  was. 

C.— Did  I  ever  offer  you  any  reward  or  bias  your  opinion  in 
this  business  ? 

J-— He  never  did. 

Mr.  Wharton,  2nd  mate  of  Britannia,  recalled  — 
Q.  by  Oaptn.  Dennott: — For  what, reason  was  Jenny  B The  second 

put  in  irons  ?  recaUed. 

A, — ^For  attempting  to  throw  herself  overboard. 

Q.— Did  I  not  stop  her  throwing  herself  overboard  ? 

^.— You  did.  She  abused  you  very  much,  and  in  consequence 
JOQ  cntt  her  hair  off,  caned  her,  and  put  her  in  irons. 

Q.— Did  I  not  always  give  you  frequent  and  proper  orders 
to  keep  ye  prisoners  dry  and  clean,  and  did  you  obey  those 
oideist 

A— Yon  did,  and  I  obeyed  them. 
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1797  Q. — ^Did  I  not  often  complain  to  you  of  Mr.  Fnxnne's  mnt 

e  My.     o^  attention  to  his  duty  ? 

^._You  did. 

Q, — Do  you  think  those  complaints  originated  from  jMivate 
picque  or  malice,  or  thro'  my  situation  as  commander  of  ye  ship  1 

A. — Not  from  private  picque,  but  as  commander  c^  ye  ship. 

Q, — Was  not  Mr.  Froome  in  general  the  officer  ordered  to  see 
the  prisoners  kept  clean  ?  , 

A, — He  was. 

Margt.  L being  duly  sworn  : — 

oonJ^i  ^'  ^  Oaptn.  DennoU : — Did  you  know  Mary  0 in  Dublin    j 

cadence.       Oaol  ?  I 

A,— I  did.  I 

Q. — Did  she  attempt  to  bong  herself  there  ? 

A. — She  did  twice,  from  wickedness. 

Q, — ^Was  I  ye  cause  of  ber  throwing  herself  overboard  7 

A. — You  was  not. 

Q. — ^Was  she  a  woman  of  bad  character) 

A, — ^Very  bad. 

J B ,  a  convict,  duly  sworn : —  | 

a^^ot^  ©.  by  OaptTL  DermoU : — Did  not,  when  you  was  tied  up  ye  aeoond 
time,  the  Dr.  order  you  the  remaining  punishment? 

^.— He  did. 

Q. — Did  you  complain  that  you  was  not  able  to  bear  ye  punish- 
ment to  ye  Dr.,  and  what  did  the  doctor  reply  1 

A. — I  did.  He  said  I  could  bear  it,  and  in  consequence  I 
received  it. 

Q, — ^After  I  ordered  you  down,  did  not  ye  doctor  order  you 
eight  lashes  more  ? 

^.— He  did. 

Q, — Was  you  carefully  attended  after  punishment  by  ye  doctor ! 

A. — I  was  not  carefully  attended  by  the  doctor. 

Q. — ^Were  ye  other  persons  that  were  flogged  prqaerly  attended 
by  the  doctor  ? 

A, — They  were  not. 

Qy — Did  ye  doctor  often  come  down  among  you  ? 

A, — Three  or  four  times  in  nine  weeks. 

Q, — Were  there  any  bad  smells  among  you  ? 

A. — There  was  for  want  of  attention  in  the  doctor. 

Q, — How  many  days  before  ye  ship  came  into  Sydney  was  Mr. 
Burne  down  among  you? 

Jl — Since  we  made  Uie  land. 

Q. — Was  there  any  other  bad  smells  than  from  ye  backs  of  the 
men  punished  ? 

A. — ^There  was. 
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Q. — ^Did  any  persons  make  any  complaints  to  Mr.  Bume  ?  1707 

A, — ^They  complained  for  the  wont  of  their  grog.  tin^y. 

The  Oouri  adjourned  to  ye  21st 

The  Gonrt  met  punnant  to  adjournment. 
Two  letters  read  by  Captain  Dennott,  No.  6  and  7. 
Adjourned  sine  die. 

[Exhibit  No.  1.] 

SusoKON  Balmaik  to  Mr.  Beter. 

Sir,  Sydney,  1st  June,  1797. 

It  having  come  to  the  (lovemor's  knowledge  that  several  Death  of 
of  the  convicts  have  died  on  board  the  Britannia  in  consequence  ^ 
of  the  severe  punishment  inflicted  on  them,  I  am  commanded  by 
his  Excellency  to  desire  that  you  will  state  to  me  what,  according 
to  the  best  of  your  judgment,  you  believe  to  have  been  the  cause 
of  the  death  of  the  several  convicts  under  your  inspection,  and 
a]so  whether  you  consider  their  treatment  in  general  throughout 
the  voyage  to  have  been  proper  and  suitable  to  the  intention  of 
sending  them  hither  in  health  and  safety.         I  am,  dbc, 

Wm.  Balmain, 
Surgeon  to  the  Settlem't. 

[Exhibit  No.  2.] 
Mr.  Beyer  to  Surgeon  Balmain. 

Sir,  Sydney,  2nd  June,  1797. 

I  have  been  honored  with  yours  of  the  1st  instant,  desiring  The  doctor's 
me  to  state  to  you,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  Governor  ^^^^' 
Hunter,  whether  I  can  impute  the  death  of  several  convicts  who 
"were  punished  on  board  the  Brittania,  transport,  to  the  severity  of 
the  punishment  inflicted,  and  likewise  to  assign  (to  the  best  of  my 
judgment)  the  reasons  of  the  death  which  happened  in  the  course 
of  the  voyage  from  Ireland,  and  whether  the  treatment  has  in 
general  been  suitable  to  the  intention  of  sending  them  hither  in 
health  and  safety. 

In  reply  to  the  first  question,  I  have  to  observe  the  death  of  six 
convicts  is  imputed  by  me  to  the  severity  of  punishment,  having 
received  more  lashes  than  was  consistent  with  the  state  of  weakness 
in  which  they  at  that  time  laboured  under,  from  the  many  incon- 
▼eniencee  which  attended  the  previous  part  of  the  voyage ;  and  I 
hereby  declare,  upon  my  honor,  I  was  not  consulted  respecting  no^tlSleiu^ 
the  punishment  of  any  of  the  convicts  except  one  or  two,  which 
I  can  hereafter  mention  verbaly,  should  his  Excellency  require  it 

Secondly,  nine  convicts  died  of  various  complaints;  some  of 
tbem  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  scurvy,  flux,  and  debilitation.  Several 
of  aforesaid  complaints  proceeded  from  want  of  cleanliness  in 
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IW      apparel,  continual  wetness  in  their  berths,  foul  air,  bad  water  (as 

Q  July.     *£e  ventilators  and  water-sweetners  sent  .on  board  by  Grovemment 

for  that  purpose  were  not  made  use  of),  in  consequence  of  which 

a  number  of  their  beds  and  bedding  and  some  of  their  cloathing 

were  destroyed,  and  obliged  to  lay  without  beds. 

Treatment        On  our  arrival  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  I  reported  to  Captain  Dennott 

AtRia         the  state  of  the  troops  and  convicts,  pointing  out  the  means 

requisite  for  their  recovery  (a  copy  of  said  letter  I  have  annexed),* 

which  was  complied  with  in  as  far  by  landing  them  after  liie 

arrival  of  a  week,  by  granting  them  fresh  provisions  four  times 

in  the  week,  some  fruit  and  vegetables  only  on  said  meat-days. 

Lieut.  William  Bume,  finding  that  Captain  Dennott  did  not  chose 

to  comply  with  my  request,  thought  proper  to  grant  the  troops 

under  his  command  fresh  provisions  daily,  and  which  was  highJv 

requisite  for  the  recovery  of  their  health. 

Before  I  conclude,  to  prove  to  his  Excellency  how  far  my  advice 
was  to  be  considered  requisite  for  the  punishment  of  any  culprit^ 
I  herein  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letterf  written  by  Captain  Dennott 
previous  to  his  sailing  from  Ireland,  to  which  I  beg  his  Excellency 
will  pay  particular  attention,  and  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  the 
whole  of  his  conduct  with  regard  to  me  in  my  official  capacity  has 
all  along  coincided  with  the  tenure  of  his  letter. 

I  have,  ike, 

Augustus  Beyer, 

Superintending  Surgeon. 

[Exhibit  No.  3.] 
Captain  Dennott  to  Mr.  RiCKETTS.t 
Dear  Sir,  Cove,  2lBt  November,  1796. 

Regulations  As  the  convicts  will  be  on  board  to-day  or  to-morrow,  T 

the?S5w^^  shall  just  mention  a  few  points  to  which  I  must  beg  you  will  pay 
particular  attention  : — ^That  there  may  be  a  constant  guard  kept 
ever  them  during  the  day,  and  that  one  officer  with  ten  armed  men 
strengthen  that  guard  during  the  night ;  that  no  boat  be  allowed 
to  come  'longside  of  the  ship  with  things  for  sale,  but  what  is 
searched  very  strictly ;  that  no  weapon  of  any  kind  be  brought 
into  the  ship  ;  and  that  every  loaf  of  bread  that  may  be  brought 
on  board  for  the  convicts  be  either  cutt  or  broken  in  two,  least  any 
files,  knives,  or  anything  of  that  kind  be  concealed  therein,  as  has 
been  the  case  at  this  place  before ;  that  due  and  particular  care 
be  paid  in  keeping  them  clean  below,  and  that  an  officer  be  always 
ordered  on  that  duty,  and  see  that  any  scrapers  or  brooms  or 
other  utensils  be  handed  up  again ;  that  their  beds  be  ordered  on 
deck  every  morning,  without  it  should  be  very  bad  weather  to 
prevent  it ;  and  when^the  convicts  are  on  deck  that  they  are  to 
be  chained  to  the  side,  and  never  exceed  the  number  of  thirtVj 
who  are  to  be  relieved  every  two  hours,  that  the  men  may  be  all 

*  Exhibit  No.  4.        t  Exhibit  No.  8.        X  Mr.  BicketU  was  chief  mate  of  the  BritaDiuft> 
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on  deck  in  the  course  of  the  day ;  that  their  irons  ba  searched      1707 
tw^ice  every  day  with  the  greatest  minuteness,  and  in  case  any      eJuiy. 
convict  should  have  attempted  to  get  his  irons  offi  for  the  first  p    — 
offence  he  be  punished  with  no  les3  than  six  dozen  of  lashes,  with  caucionao' 
a  right  and  left  catt,  if  able  to  bear  so  much  ;  that  you  are  to  be  "»<»'"'«*• 
the  judge,  and  not  the  doctor;  daring  the  punishment  that  a  guard 
be  drawn  up  on  the  quarter-deck  with  bayonets  fixed  and  loaded 
musquets;  if  any  instrument  should  be  found  on  any  convict, 
that  he  be  immediately  punished  with  four  dozen  lashes,  and  if 
found  in  any  of  their  berths  that  the  whole  belonging  to  that  berth 
be  punished  in  like  manner,  without  they  declare  the  culprit ; 
if  the  convicts  should  refuse  to  clean  their  different  berths,  the 
person  so  offending  be  punished  with  two  dozen  lashes.     I  have 
also  to  request  that  a  proper  guard  with  arms  always  attend  when 
the  prison-door  be  opened,  and  that  ^hey  be  locked  down  during 
the  night,  and  if  you  think  it  necessary  during  the  day ;  and 
that  you  will  always  take  care  of  our  own  boats,  that  they  be  so 
secured  that  no  attempt  can  take  them  from  the  ship. 

I  have,  <fec., 

Thohas  Dbnnott. 
[Exhibit  No.  4.] 
Surgeon  Beyer  to  Thomas  Dennott. 
Dear  Sir,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  12th  February,  1797. 

Duty  commands  me  to  inform  you  the  state  of  health  of  Fresh 
our  troops  and  convicts  is  at  present  of  such  a  nature  as  requii*es  SJJ^tel* 
immediate  assistance.     If,  on  the  contrary,  a  great  mortality  car- 
tainly  will  take  place. 

To  obviate  said  symptoms,  potent  adjuvants  are  requisite, 
m : — 

To  supply  the  troops  and  convicts  during  our  stay  here  at  Rio 
de  Janeiro  with  fresh  provisions  daily. 

To  allow  them  two  oranges  each  per  diem,  or  any  other  fruit, 
80  highly  essential,  as  the  scurvy  is  making  a  rapid  progress,  and 
for  which  extra  expence  I  doubt  not  Government  will  not  only 
indemnify  you,  but  return  you  thanks  on  the  occasion  so  justly 
due  to  you. 

Lastly,  as  there  is  opportunity,  to  send  all  the  troops  and  con- 
victs on  shore  for  the  benefit  of  their  health  as  soon  as  possible. 

All  I  have  to  add  is  as  your  sagacity  will  easily  discover,  so 
am  I  confident  it  will  coincide  with  your  approbation. 

I  am,  <fec., 

Augustus  Betbr. 
[Exhibit  No.  5.] 

The  Deposition  of  F C . 

^ C ,  a  convict  on  boa^-d  the  Britannia,  says  that  after  The  ^^^^^  ^ 

^ G had  been  punisi.ed  he  was  put  down  among  the  a  oomirtl** 
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other  prisoners,  with  additional  bdts  «nd  haiidc«&,  and  aalDed  €or 
a  drink  of  water,  when  Mr.  Wharton,  the  2nd  mate,  told  him  he 

would  give  the  rascal  poison  first.     That  P— —  O lay  on 

his  back  handcuffed  to  another  man,  still  crying  oat  and  (^fenng 
a  guinea  for  a  drink  of  water  or  aa  orange,  which  he  ooold  not 

procure.     He  then  cried  out  to  give  him  some  wine,  whidi  S j 

another  of  the  convicts,  did,  and  he,  € — ^  sweetened  it  with  aogar. 
This  was  given  him  in  the  night  about  3  o'clock ;  he  hdd  till  ahanat 
7,  and  then  expired.  Many  of  the  convicts  cried  out  conttiiually 
£ar  water,  but  none  was  suffered  to  be  given  them   tiii  after 

G had  expired,  when  they  sent  down  a  budcett  of  water, 

from  7  to  8  gallons ;  the  men  being  so  thirsfy,  they  scrambled  who 
should  get  a  drink  firsts  on  which  Mr.  Wharton,  Mr.  Froome,  and 
the  steward  jumpt  down  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  and  the 
eaptain  orderod  them  to  knodc  down  any  person  that  w«b  ont  of 
his  berth,  and  that  if  any  of  the  rascals  spoke  a  word  h&  wouU 

blow  their  brains  out.     A  convict  of  the  name  of  O ^  who 

had  been  punished,  stooping  down  to  take  a  disnk  of  wmter,  Mr. 
Froome,  by  the  captain's  orders,  struck  htm  across  the  loins.  The 
man  from  that  time  faultered  his  speech,  and  expired  the  next 

morning.      B and  S ,  two  men  who  had  the  day 

before  leceived  300  lashes,  were  called  up  and  ordered  to  receive 

300  more.     B expostulated  with  the  captain,  b^^ng  he 

would  minutely  enquire  into  the  affair,  and  it  would  be  found  that 
he  was  not  so  culpable  as  it  appeared  to  him ;  that  he  had  been 
a  recruiting  seijeant ;  that  he  had  raised  a  number  of  mm,  and 
had  been  a  faithful  servant  to  his  Majesty  King  George.  The 
captain,  in  return,  dam'd  his  Majesty  and  himself,  and  then  ordered 
him  to  be  tied  up,  and  looking  at  the  catt  observed  that  they  were 
not  sufficient  to  open  his  skin.  He  then  got  a  piece  of  horse^skin, 
and  made  the  boatswain  get  another  piece,  and  then  the  boatswain 
tied  them  to  a  short  stick,  and  the  captain  took  it  and  stood  by 
while  the  boatswain  tied  knots  on  the  leather.  He  then  ordered 
the  men  some  grog  before  they  began  to  flog  them,  saying,  ^  jDam 
your  eyes,  this  will  open  your  carcase."     8  ■  lived  three  or 

four  days,  and  B some  time  longer. 

[Exhibit  No.  6.] 
Isaac  Froohb  to  Oaptain  D«kott. 
TocR  goodness  will,  I  trust,  excuse  the  liberty  of  this  address 
when  kindly  considering  my  present  situation,  and  the  motives  that 
induced  me  thus  far  to  presume  will,  I  trust,  be  sufficient  apology 
for  the  liberty  of  this  intrusion. 

To  palliate  my  crime,  I  do  not  mean,  neither  shall  I  attempt, 
to  vindicate  my  conduct.  I  must  own  it  has  been  such  as  but 
too  jttsily  merits  your  displeasure  and  disregard,  and  it  is  with  a 
due  sense  of  the  impropriety  of  it  that  I  now  most  snbmisBively 
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leqatBrtTomrforfiveiMflBi.  lown,  nr,  I  ha^e most  groariy  offanded,  I!9f7 
In^  I  trust  n«t  exceeded  the  limits  of  pardon.  Oonld  yon,  sir,  e  joiy. 
kioity  look  over  the  past,  it  shall  ever  be  my  chief  study  and 
dtedre  so  to  conduct  myself  as  to  merit,  if  possible,  your  esteem 
And  protection,  and  I  am  well  convinced  after  what  has  transpired, 
tocher  with  your  kind  and  friendly  advice,  that  I  shall  not  fail 
in  the  ftttemptw  Be  pleased  then,  sir,  to  oUiterate  the  past^  and 
restore  me,  pray,  to  your  once,  I  believe,  good  opinion,  and  the 
onifiormily  ol  my  future  conduct  shedl  be  such  as  I  trust  will  give 
atiaftK^on,  as  also  prove  to  you  the  sincerity  of  my  professions. 
I  agun  beg  you  will  excuse  this  liberty,  and  believe  me  to  be,  ifec, 

Isaac  Froomb. 

Captain  DsimoTT's  Addrsss  to  the  Court. 
Ge&tl^noBy  Sydney,  21st  June,  1797. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  take  up  your  time  with  a  tedious  The 
reeapitalation,  yet  I  think  it  neoeasary  I  should  mention  some  SrtracJons 
circumstances  in  explanation.     When  the  convicts  were  embarked  '»in  the 
in  Ireland,  I  enquirod  of  Mr.  Sainthill,  the  resident  agent^  if  the  ^^ 
(jovenunent  of  Ireland  did  not  give  orders,  how  I  should  conduct 
mjaelf  towards  the  prisoners.     I  was  informed  by  him  that  he 
knew  of  noiie,  xk^ther  had  he  any  instructions  whatever  to  give, 
and  that  I  was  to  act  as  circumstances  might  require.      Left  then 
alone  in  a  situation  entirely  new,  I  was  determined  if  the  con- 
duct of  those  committed  to  my  charge  would  but  permit  to  make 
them  as  comfortable  aa  it  was  possible,  but  at  the  same  time  if 
they  behaved  ill  to  have  them  punished  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
deter  others  from  being  guilty  of  similar  offences.     I  have  always 
been  of  opinion  that  severity  in  some  instances  is  lenity  in  general. 
It  never  was  my  wish  to  punish  at  dl,  and  I  presume  that  my 
«ndact  to  the  prisoners,  both  before  and  after  the  plot,  will  con- 
vince you  of  that,  as  a  very  few  were  punished,  and  those  but 
slightly.     Prior  to  my  Writing  the  letter  No.  3,  I  had  understood  Exhibit 
that  a  punishment  ai  some  soldiers  had  taken  place  on  board,  ^^'  ^ 
^hich  appeared  to  me  so  very  riight  that  I  thought  it  by  no  means 
adequate  to  the  character  of  those  I  had  to  deal  with,  and  in  con- 
aeqoence  wrote  to  Mr.  Bicketts.     I  knew  ye  man  to  whom  I  wrote 
to  be  humane,  and  that  there  was  not  the  least  danger  of  the  con- 
^ts  being  ill-treated  or  wantonly  punished.      I  am  confirmed  in 
that  opinion  by  the  humanity  he  has  always  shown  them.      By 
neatioaiag  the  punishment  of  the  prisoners  at  the  island  I  do  not 
niean  to  blame  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Bume ;  only  that  if  it  were 
improper  for  me  to  punish  men  in  the  absence  of  the  doctor,  it 
^^^  equally  so  in  him  to  do  so,  who  now  stands  forth  as  my 
•ttsnaer.     When  I  was  convinced  that  the  prisoners  had  deter- 
mined to  sebe  the  ship  and  destroy  the  lives  of  a  number  of  JJ^ny  j^j 
nnoeent  men,  I  conceived  it  my  duty  to  have  them  punished,  but  ■everity. 
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1797  it  was  never  my  intention  to  affect  their  lives.  In  the  hurry  and 
6  July,  (confusion  of  the  day  I  did  not  think  of  holding  a  consultation, 
particularly  as  I  found  every  one  on  deck,  and  every  one  willing; 
aiding,  and  assisting.  No  objections  were  made  or  even  hinted, 
either  on  that  day  or  either  of  the  days  of  punishment ;  every- 
body attended  and  appeared  to  me  to  be  as  earnest  in  their 
punishment  as  myself.  The  conduct  of  my  youngest  officer  (Mr. 
A  negligent  Froome)  has  ever  been  negligent  and  inattentive,  consequently  I 
officer.  found  fault  with  him.  To  prove  that  he  once  thought  so  himself, 
I  beg  that  the  annexed  letter,  No.  6,*  may  be  read.  His  actions 
since  have  never,  in  my  opinion,  corresponded  with  the  promises 
he  has  made.  The  mode  the  prosecutors  have  taken  to  establisli 
their  assertions — by  robbing  private  papers,  breaking  thro'  the 
laws  of  hospitality  by  bringing  forth  private  conversation,  ran- 
sacking every  private  concern,  and  every  unguarded  expression 
stretched  to  the  utmost  to  make  it  appear  in  the  worst  light- 
will,  no  doubt,  have  its  effect  with  you,  gentlemen,  in  the  decision 
you  are  to  give. 

My  defence  I  leave  to  the  evidence  already  produced  before 

you.     I  trust  myself  with  confidence  to  you,  and,  from  the  candour 

and  patience  you  have  shown  in  elucidating  the  charges  exhibited 

An  error  or  against  me,  I  have  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  youl  impute  crimes 

a  enme.       ^  ^^  when  I  may  have  been  only  guilty  of  error. 

Humanum  eat  errare^  and,  whether  I  am  condemned  or  acquitted, 
I  shall  ever  feel  myself  under  the  greatest  obligation  to  this  Goart 
for  the  manner  they  have  conducted  this  enquiry.  I  beg  leave  to 
subscribe  myself  with  the  greatest  respect,     Yours,  &c., 

Thos.  Dennett. 

Decision  op  the  Court. 

wnsuredT^"  After  maturely  considering  the  evidence  on  both  sides  that  has 
been  brought  before  us  on  this  occasion,  we  are  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  Captain  Dennett's  conduct  in  punishing  the  convicts 
in  the  manner  he  did  for  conspiring  to  take  the  ship  was  impru- 
dent and  ill-judged,  inasmuch  as  he  did  not  take  the  sense  of  the 
officers  and  ship's  company,  individually,  as  to  the  steps  necessary 
to  be  adopt-ed  for  the  preservation  of  the  ship  and  the  lives  of  the 
people  therein,  for  although  they  might  have  been  all  present,  and 
many  of  them  assisting  on  that  occasion,  yet  their  not  having 
been  formally  consulted  renders  it  questionable  whether  the 
captain's  proceedings  would  have  met  their  unanimous  approba- 
tion, and,  so  far,  his  conduct  in  this  instance  may  be  regarded  as 
bordering  on  too  great  a  degree  of  severity ;  but  we  also  clearly 

Jf»e  doctor  concur  of  opinion  that  the  surgeon  (Mr.  Beyer)  was  beyond  all 
the  other  bystanders  particularly  culpable  in  not  steadfastly  pro- 
testing against  the  cruelties  which  he  charges  Captain  Dennott 
with,  and  was  therefore  inexcusably  negligent  and  indifferent  in 

*  Ante,  pp.  274,  275. 
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the  performance  of  his  duty,  and  consequently,  in  an  eminent  1707 
degree,  accessory  to  the  inhumanities  he  complains  ol  Such  is  « jQ]y 
our  opinion  as  to  the  first  charge. 

With  respect  to  the  second,  we  believe  that  (unless  in  the 
instance  of  the  ventilators,  water-sweetners,  and  swabs,  not  having 
been  made  use  of)  Gaptn.  Dennott  gave  proper  orders,  and  did 
not  omit  taking  the  necessary  steps  for  bringing  the  troops  and 
convicts  hither  in  safety,  especially  when  the  refractory  state  of 
the  people  he  had  in  charge  and  the  coertion  he  was  obliged  to 
make  use  of  towards  them  for  the  preservation  of  the  ship  and 
the  people  is  considered. 

Before  we  conclude,  we  here  beg  leave  to  offer  to  his  Excellency  a  reoom- 
our  opinion  that  all  ships  coming  to  this  port  with  transports  ™«™*»^*^"- 
should  have  on  board  an  officer  of  the  Crown,  who  should  be 
invested  with  proper  power  and  authority,  as  well  for  the  con- 
ducting of  the  ship  as  tlie  particular  inspection  and  direction  of 
the  management  of  the  convicts  on  board. 

Richard  Atkins,  J.A. 

W.  Balmain,  J.P. 

Richard  Johnson,  J.P. 

[EncloBure  No.  2.] 
LivB  Stock,  6  July,  1797. 

Account  of  Live  Stock  received  into  the  colony  from  the  Cape 
Good  Hope  by  his  Majesty's  ships  Reliance  and  Supply, 
July,  1797.* 

Liveitock. 


1 

Cows. 

Cow- 
calves. 

Mares.  >  Sheep. 

j  On  acooant  of  Government     

1  On  account  of  the  officers  of  the  ships  in 
their  own  appartments        

53 

13 

7 

37 

7        84 

j                Total 

66 

7 

7    :  121 

1 

Jno.  Hunter. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 
My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  6th  July,  1797. 

A  ship  nam'd  the  Sydney  Cove  having  been  loaded  with  The  Sydney 
&  cargo  of  goods  upon  speculation  from  Bengal  to  this  port,  was 
^rectd  in  February  last  upon  this  coast,  in  latitude  40"  37'  South,t 
or  about  408  miles  to  the  southward  of  Port  Jackson.     Seventeen 

tThe  vend  wae  wrecked  on  one  of  the  islands  of  the  Furneaux  Gnmp,  which  is  still 
Known  MPreserratioD  Island.— Appendix  A. 
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1797      of  her  crev  embarked  in  the  longboat  in  order  to  reach  the  harbor, 
G  July.      ^^^  ^  procure  whatever  assistance  could  be  had  here ;  bat  they 
—       were  also  wreck 'd  upon  the  coast  220  miles  to  the  soathward  <i 
shipwrecked  this  port.*     They  all  got  cm  shore,  and  travel'd  along  the  coasts 
crew.  ^Q^  ^  -^^y  j^^  ^  small  row-boat,  fishing  to  the  southward  of 

Botany  Bay,  discovered  three  people  on  the  shore,  M^om  tbej  took 
into  the  boat  and  brought  hither  scarsely  alive.  The  remainder  of 
the  seventeen  have  undoubtedly  perished  or  been  kill'd  by  the 
natives,  these  survivors  having  been  much  annoy'd  and  wovnded 
by  them.  On  their  arrival  they  gave  an  account  of  two  others 
whom  they  had  left  a  small  distance  from  the  place  where  they  met 
the  boat)  but  too  weak  to  proceed  farther.  TJpcm  this  information 
A  relief  I  immediately  sent  a  whaleboat  well  mann'd,  and  put  on  tMiard 
\enei  ^^^  everything  which  cou'd  be  necessary  for  people  in  that  con- 
dition, as  well  cloathing  as  nourishing  articles  of  food,  and  sent 
the  same  fishermen  who  had  taken  up  the  others  in  this  boat ;  but 
these  unfortunate  men  were  not  to  be  found.  Some  artides  they 
had  were  pick'd  up  cover'd  with  blood,  so  that  we  have  reason  to 
believe  they  have  been  murder'd  in  this  helpless  state. 

As  soon  after  as  possible  I  dispatched  the  Colonial  schooner  to 
the  southward,  together  with  a  deck'd  longboat,  fin  order  to  take  off 
The  rescued  the  people  who  had  been  left  upon  the  island  on  which  they  had 
^'®*^'  been  wrecked.      The  schooner  is  just  arrived,  and  has  brought  the 

commander  (Mr.  Hamilton),  the  only  surviving  European,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  Lascars.  The  commander  has  left  six  of  his 
own  people  in  charge  of  the  property  sav'd,  one  of  whom  is  one 
of  the  three  who  reached  this  place,  and  who,  being  well  i^ecover^d, 
returned  to  the  wreck  in  the  schooner.        I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 


GovEKNOR  Hunter  to  Secretary  Nepban. 
10  July.         Sir,  Sydney,.  New  South  Wales,  10th  July,  1797. 

Having,  in  the  end  of  September  last,  order'd  his  Majesty's 

ships  serving  on  this  station  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  the 

service  of  the  colony,  of  which  I  appris'd  you  for  the  information 

of  their  Lordships,  I  have  now  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to 

H.M.S.         inform  their  Lordships  that  the  Supply  returned  to  this  port  on  the 

opp>-        26th  of  May  in  a  most  distressing  and  dangerous  condition.    Such 

has  prov'd  the  state  of    that  ship  that  had  her  defects  been  so 

complained  of  by  her  commander  at  the  Cape  as  to  have  oocasion'd 

An  unsoa-    an  examination  of  them,  she  would  have  been  found  unfit  to  leave 

y^f        that  bay ;  but  he,  well  knowing  the  importance  to  this  oolony  of 

*  The  longfboat  uppeArs  to  have  been  wrecked  in  the  vicinity  of  Point  Everard. 

f  The  decked  longboat,  The  Eliza,  was  in  chaive  o(  Alexander  Armstrong,  master  ot 
H.M.S.  Supply.  She  separated  in  a  gale  from  the  Francis  shortly  after  the  raseos  ci  tbe 
shipwreeiEed  crew  of  the  Sydney  0»Te,  and  neither  her  nor  her  crew  wm  afterwanls  heaxd 
of.— Post,  p.  309. 
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the  service  he  was  employed  upon,  wou'd  not  apply  for  a  survey,  1797 
but  chose  rather  to  nsk  everything  in  an  attempt  to  fulfill  the  xo  Jviy. 
design  of  his  voyage.  He  did  f ultill  it,  altho'  with  much  difficulty 
and  very  considerable  danger,  as  their  Lordships  will  readily  admit 
on  examining  the  enclosed  report  of  a  survey  which  I  had  ordered 
upon  her  arrival,  and  into  the  truth  of  which  I  have  myself  very 
scrupulously  examined — to  say  that  I  am  concerned  at  the  decay 
and  oonseqneKit  loos  of  the  serrioes  of  this  ship  is  but  faintly  to 
express  the  maxiebj  I  bftTO  expmanc'd  in  consequence  of  it,  as 
depridng  me  of  the  power  ci  fulfilling  the  oomuands  id  his 
Majesty  relative  to  the  stocking  this  colony  with  live  cattle,  the 
Supply  being  of  a  construction  and  equipment  so  well  fitted  for 
.  that  service. 

I  have  made  known  this  unfortunate  circumstance  to  the  Duke  The  supply 
of  Portland,  and  have  informed  his  Grace  how  necessary  it  will  be  ^^IJ^iUhip. 
to  have  a  ship  sent  out  instead  of  the  Supply,  which  ship  I  can 
only  now  use  as  a  guard-ship  in  the  port,  and  employ  her  officers 
and  crew  as  the  service  here  maj  require,  having  no  means  of 
sending  them  to  England.    I  trust  their  Lordships  will  approve 
of  my  doing  so  untill  such  time  as  it  may  be  determined  whether 
a  ship  shall  be  immediately  sent  instead,  and  which  I  h<^  thur 
Lordships  will  pardon  me  for  suggesting  might  be  done  with  the 
(xmipliment  o€  a  merchant  ship,  and  to  be  fill'd  with  such  stores 
as  the  eolony  has  applied  for ;  the  stoses  of  the  Supply  (an  account 
of  which  will  be  sent  to  the  Navy  Board)  will  render  the  equip- 
ment  of  another  ship  less  expensive,  the  officers  and  crew  to  be  nitpoMi  of 
turnd  from  the  one  ship  to  the  other,  and  the  mea  necessary  for   ^'^'^^' 
bringing  this  ship  out  will  conq^kte  the  compliments  of  the  two 
stationed  ships. 

I  shou'd  do  great  injustice  to  the  seal  and  mmts  of  an  excel- 
lent, able,  and  steady  officer  were  J  not  to  express  the  gratifi- 
cation I  shott'd  experience  wou'd  their  Lordships  condescend  to 
wuntenance  my  reconmiendation  of  Lieut.  William  Kent,  comr.  ^jiuiSr^* 
of  the  Supply,  an  officer  who  has  serv'd  seventeen  years  as  lieu-  K«nt. 
tenant,  and  to  put  whatever  ship  may  be  order'd  here  in  the  room 
of  the  Supply  on  the  establishment  of  a  sloop  and  this  officer 
her  commander.  I  am  unwilling  to  solicite  anything  which 
might  occasion  expence;  my  present  request  cou'd  not,  because 
the  Supply  is  in  every  respect  but  that  of  being  commanded  by  a 
lieutenant  the  same  as  a  sloop  with  a  peace  compliment.  I  shall 
in  no  oiiier  respect  trouble  their  Lordships  with  the  claim  of  Lieut. 
Kent  but  that  of  a  diligent  service  of  twenty -seven  years. 

Shou'd  their  Lordships  disapprove  of  the  liberty  I  have  taken 
in  favor  of  this  deserving  officer,  I  hope  and  ti-ust  they  will  pardon 

^^  I  have,  Ac, 

Jno.  Hunter. 


Supply. 
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1797  [Enclosure.] 

10  July.  Survey  of  the  Supply. 

Pursuant  to  an  order  from  his  Excellency  John  Hunter,  Ebqr., 
Captain-General  and  Govemor-in-Chie£  in  and  over  Ids 
Majesty's  tenitory  of  New  South  Wales  and  its  Depen- 
dencies, <S:c.,  ko. 

We  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed  have  taken  a  strict 
and  careful  survey' on  his  Majesty's  arm'd  vessel  Supply,  Lieut 
William  Kent,  commander,  and  find  as  follows  (viz.): — 
Uiuea-  The  hawse  timbers  and  night-head,  from  the  top  to  light  water- 

TOiJdStionof  mark,  rotten. 

Hi^iv  ^^®  stem  and  stomach  piece  decayed  and  rotten  to  light  water- 

mark. 

The  breast-hooks  two-thirds  rotten. 

The  timbers,  from  the  plank  sheare  to  light  water-mark,  many 
rotten  and  others  much  decayed. 

The  bulwarks,  waterways,  and  upper  planks  all  rotten. 

The  beam-ends  two-thirds  rotten. 

The  riders  and  knee-bolts  all  loose,  the  beams  working  in  the 
clamps  very  much. 

The  stern  quarter  timbers  rotten,  and  by  examining  below  the 
light  water-mark  we  found  the  principal  timbers  rotten,  and  we 
are  unanimously  of  an  oppinion  that  many  others  are  in  the  same 
state. 

That  the  above  ship  is  irreparable  in  this  port  or  any  other, 
and  in  our  oppinion  unfit  to  proceed  to  sea. 

And  we  do  further  declare  that  we  have  taken  this  survey  with 
such  care  and  equity  that  (if  required)  we  are  ready  to  make  oath 
to  the  impartiality  of  our  proceedings. 

Given  underour  hands,  at  Sydney,  in  New  South  Wales,  this 
second  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety  seven. 

JnO.    LrVINOSTTON. 

Jno.  Coldwell. 
J.  Moore. 
William  Stevenson. 


Government  and  General  Order. 
19  July.  19th  July,  1797. 

Parole — Hood.  Countersign — Howe. 

Fresh  pork.    The  Commissary  will  on  Saturday,  the  22nd  instant,  begin  to 
issue  weekly,  until  further  orders,  half  the  ration  of  fresh  pork. 

Jno.  Hunter. 
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Transport  Comxissionbrs  to  Under  Secretary  Kino.  1797 

Sir,  Transport  Office,  22nd  July,  1797.         « July. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  of  June  last,  signify- 
ing his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland's  desire  that  we  would  engago 
a  vessel  to  convey  from  hence  300  male  convicts  to  New  South  victualling 
Wales,  and  to  contract  for  their  victualling  during  the  voyage  Si5?*°'* 
thither,  we  beg  you  to  inform  his  Grace  thafr,  having  procui*ed  a 
suitahle  ship  for  this  service,  we  would  humbly  submit  for  con- 
sideration whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  for  Government  to 
supply  the  victualling,  rather  than  to  engage  for  it  apon  contract, 
many  inconveniences  having  formerly  arisen  on  this  mode  of  sub- 
sisting the  convicts,  and  probably  may  be  expected  again,  where 
the  interest  of  certain  individuals  is  concerned  in  this  respect  to 
pervert  the  intentions  of  Government.    We  are,  <fec., 

Rdpt.  George. 
Ambrose  Serle. 
______  John  Marsh. 

The  Case  of  Sir  Henry  Browne  Hates. 
f '^.   4.-  ^  Ai.     n-i.      £  i  The   joint  and    several   information  of  information 
Sa  to  ^  ^      1  Mary  We,  of  the  City  of  Cork,  epinster,  '-f.^^ 
'  *  (  aged  about  twenty-one  years,  only  daughter 

and  heiress  of  Samuel  Pike,  late  of  the  City  of  Cork,  banker,  and 
Ann  Penrose,  daughter  of  Cooper  Penrose,  of  Woodhill,  in  the 
North  libertys  of  the  said  City  of  Cork,  spinster,  aged  about 
twenty-six  years,  taken  and  sworn  before  Jasper  Lucas,  E.sq.,  one 
of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  city  and  county  of 
the  City  of  Cork,  the  twenty -second  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven. 

These  deponents  being  severally  sworn  and  examined  on  the  Depotition« 
Holy  Evangelist,  depose  and  say  as  follows : — That  about  the  ^^^. 
hour  of  two  o'clock  this  morning,  inform'ts  being  in  the  said 
Cooper  Penrose's  carriage,  in  company  with  Ann  Pike,  the 
wife  of  Richard  Pike,  of  the  said  City  of  Cork,  banker,  on  the 
Strand,  leading  from  the  said  city  to  Glanmire,  near  the  brick- 
fields in  the  North  Libertys  of  the  said  city,  on  their  way  to  the 
dwelling-house  of  Catherine  Pike,  the  mother  of  informant  Mary 
(in  consequence  of  a  letter  received  at  Woodhill  aforesaid,  by 
the  Haid  Cooper  Penrose,  about  one  o'clock  this  morning,  pur- 
porting to  be  a  letter  from  Doctor  Gibbings,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing: "Dr.  Sir, — Our  friend,  Mrs.  Pike,  is  taken  suddenly 
ill  She  wishes  to  see  Miss  Pike.  We  would  recommend  dis- 
patch, as  we  think  she  has  not  many  hours  to  live.  Y'rs  &c., 
Rot'y  Gibbings" ;  but  which  letter  informants  have  since  heard 
and  verily  believe  to  be  a  forgery,  and  sent  to  said  Cooper  Penrose 
—merely  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  inform't  Mary  Pike  to 
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Abducting 
an  heiress. 


1797  Cork  at  so  unseasonable  an  hour — by  Sir  Henry  Browne  Hayes, 
22  July.  ^^  Vernon  Mount,  in  the  South  Liberties  of  the  City  of  Cork, 
Knighty  that  he  may  carry  off  the  informant  Mary),  the  said 
carriage  was  stopped  by  a  number  of  men,  armed  with  pistols, 
one  of  whom  was  muffled  and  disguised  by  having  a  handkerchief 
round  his  face,  but  who  informants  believe  to  be  the  said  Sir  Henry 
Browne  Hayes,  and  the  others  of  said  men,  to  the  number  at 
about  five,  utterly  unknown  to  informants;  the  said  Hayes,  as 
informants  believe,  being  so  muffled  and  disguised,  with  a  pistol  in 
his  hand,  opened  the  door  of  the  said  Bsnrose's  carriage,  and  in  a 
peremptory  manner  ordered  inform'ts  and  the  said  Ann  Pike 
out  of  the  said  carriage,  and  informants  being  terrified  at  such  a 
salute,  asked  what  was  wanted,  and  received  for  answer  they  must 
be  searched.  Inform'ts  and  the  said  Ann  Pike  came  out  of 
the  said  carriage,  and  the  inform't  Mary  Pike  was  then  and  there, 
on  the  Strand  aforesaid,  against  her  will  and  consent,  forceably, 
feloniously,  and  without  any  colour  of  law  or  authority  what- 
soever, carried  off  and  put  into  a  carriage  (prepared  for  that 
purpose  as  inform'ts  believe)  by  said  Hayes  and  his  party,  after 
having  first  cut  the  traces  of  the  said  Penrose's  carriage.  And 
the  informant  -  Mary  Pike  further  saith  that  she  was  lifted  into 
the  carriage  (prepared  as  aforesaid)  by  the  said  Hayes,  and  in 
which  carriage  she  was  drove  from  the  said  Strand  to  Vernon 
Mount  aforesaid.  At  the  avenue  leading  thereto  informant  saith 
she  was  taken  out  of  said  carriage  by  the  said  Hayes,  and  led  into 
the  said  house  called  Vernon  Mount,  where  inform't  had  not  long 
continued  when  said  Hayes  brought  a  man  dressed  Hke  a  clergy- 
man into  the  room  where  inform't  was  in  company  with  two 
women,  to  inform't  unknown,  and  said  Hayes  then  and  th^re,  at 
Vernon  Mount  aforesaid,  by  threading  to  shoot  himself  and  such 
language,  against  the  will  and  consent  of  informant,  and  f orceably, 
unlawfully,  and  feloniously  against  the  statute  in  such  case  made 
and  provided,  did  force  a  ring  on  one  of  the  fingers  of  inform't, 
whilst  the  man  dressed  in  the  habit  of  a  clergyman  (who  inform't 
heard  was  a  priest)  read  some  ceremony,  partly  in  English  and 
partly  in  a  language  unknown  to  informant,  but  wliidi  tAie  believes 
to  be  French,  which  the  s'd  Hayes  called  a  marriage  ceremony, 
on  forcing  of  which  ring  on  the  finger  of  informant,  informant 
screeched,  and  immediately  after  said  Hayes  drew  a  pistol  from 
his  pocket  and  flung  it  on  a  chair  near  him.  And  informant  saith 
that  during  the  repeating  of  said  ceremony  she  never  by  any 
speedi  or  conduct  shewed  any  sign  of  consent  to  such  a  pro- 
ceeding, but,  on  the  contrary,  expressed  dissatisfaction  at  being 
The  absence  forced  from  her  friends,  and  particularly  on  the  rings  being  forced 
"'  — *  Qn  Ijgj.  finger  drew  it  off  and  flung  it  from  her ;  and  inform't 
further  saith  that  she  was  so  foroeably,  feloniously,  and  against 
her  will  detained  by  said  Hayes  from  the  time  of  being  pat  into 


A  marriage 

under 

compulsion. 


of  consent. 
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the  canjage  prepared  bj  liim  from  about  tlM  boor  of  two  this  1797 
morning  until  aboot  the  boor  of  ten  this  morning,  a  period  of  about  j^  July. 
»ght  hfion^  when  the  was  releaaed  and  brought  home  by  her  friends. 
Informants  seyerally  boand  to  our  SoTeveign  Lord  the  King  in 
£100,  laid  to  prosecute  at  the  next  General  Assizes  and  General 
Gaol  Delivery  to  be  holden  in  and  for  the  city  and  county  of  the 
City  of  Cork.*  Mary  Pike. 

Cork,  22nd  July,  1797.  Annk  Penrose. 

FrvE  HuvDKBD  Guineas  Reward. 
Whereas  informations  have  been  given  on  oath  before  Jasper    24  July. 
Lucas,  Esq.,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the 
city  and  county  of  the  City  of  Cork,  against  Sir  Henry  Browne 
Hayes  and  several  others,  who  with  force  and  arms  feloniously 
stopped  a  carriage  belonging  to  Cooper  Penrose,  Esq.,  of  Wood-  ^^^^01, 
bill,  between  the  hours  of  one  and  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
SatQiday,  the  22nd  of  July  inst,  ordered  the  ladies  out  of  the 
carriage,  cut  the  traces  thereof  and  feloniously  forced  Miss  Mary 
Pike,  daughter  of  the  late  Samuel  Pike,  Esq.,  of  the  City  of  Cork, 
banker,  from  two  other  ladies  that  were  with  her,  and  put  her 
into  another  carriage,  and  drove  off  with  her  to  the  house  of 
the  said  Sir  H.  Browne  Hayes,  at  Yernon  Mount,  in  the  South 
Liberties  of  Cork,  and  there  detained  her  several  hours,  with  an 
intent  to  force  her  to  marry  the  said  Sir  Henry  Browne  Hayes. 
Now,  I,  Richard  Pike,  uncle  to  the  said  Mary  Pike,  and  executor 
to  her  ^ther,  do  hereby  offer  a  reward  of  five  hundred  guineas  to  Rcwani  for 
any  person  or  persons  that  shall  lodge  the  said  Sir  Henry  Browne  ^^S^^* 
Hayes,  within  six  calendar  months,  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  gaols 
in  this  kingdom. 

The  said  Sir  Henry  Browne  Hayes  was  lately  a  lieutenant  in  Detcripuon 
his  Majesty's  regiment  oi  militia,  commanded  by  Lord  Doneraile,  ^  ^*y*- 
is  straight-made,  rather  fresh-coloured,  a  little  pock-marked,  and 
brown  hair,  with  remarkable  whiskers ;  about  five  feet  seven  inches 
bigh,  and  about  forty  years  old.  Richard  Pike. 

Cork,  24th  July,  1797.  

Government  and  General  Order. 

24th  July,  1797. 
Parole — Hampton.  Countersign — Kensington. 

A  return  of  live  stock  in  the  possession  of  officers,  settlers,  and  uve  stock, 
others  in  the  several  districts  to  be  given  in  as  early  as  possible. 

*  Sir  Hemy  Browne  Hmm  evMted  wimC  until  April,  1801.  Or  the  lOth  Avgwk,  1801,  he 
«ifl  mtcnoed  to  death ;  Doi  '*  upon  eome  favourable  curcwmetanoee  heinir  repieeented  to  w 
in  behalf  of  htan,"  his  senteiiGe  wm  oomniated  by  George  III,  on  4th  September,  1801,  to 
hMipeffletloii  for  life.  He  <rae  allowed,  on  aandraX  m  the  ootoay,  to  wide  et  apletuieeqae 
pert  of  the  harboaur  oi  Fort  Jachioo«  now  known  ap  Vandaae.  In  1812  he  wm  paidoned 
MtdftDowcd  to  letom  to  Ireland. 
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1797      The  officers  will  forward  their  account  to  Captain  Jolinston,  and 
34  July.     *^6  constables  of  the  different  districts  will  collect  the  account  of 
the  stock  in  possession  of  the  settlers  in  their  neighbourhood,  and 
forward  them  to  the  above  officer.*  Jno.  Huntbb. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

25  July.  25th  July,  1797. 

Parole — Clapham.  Countersign — Hammersmith. 

Ground        In  addition  to  the  Order  of  yesterday,  relative  to  a  return  of  live 

cultivation,   stock,  the  Governor  also  desires  that  he  may  be  informed  what 

quantity  of  ground  the  officers,  settlers,  and  others  engaged  in 

farming  may  have  now  sown  with  wheat  or  other  grain,  and  what 

may  be  intended  for  maize  the  ensuing  season. '^ 

The  above  returns  to  be  forwarded  to  Captain  Johnston. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Transport  Commissioners  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

26  July.         Sir,  Transport  Office,  26th  July,  1797. 
Arrh-aiof                  The  Britannia,  296  tons,  W.  Haven,  master,  being  just 
Britannia  in  a^^rived  in  the  river  from  Botany  Bay,  we  transmit  to  you  the 
England.      inclosed  list  of  persons  brought  home  in  her,  for  the  information 

of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  are,  drc, 

Rupt.  George. 
Ambrose  Serle. 
John  Marsh. 
[Enclosure.] 

List  of  Persons  now   victualled  by   Government  on  board  the 
Britannia,  transport,  Wm.  Raven,  master,  25th  July,  1797 : — 

Fifteen  mvalids  belonging  to  the  New  South  Wales  Corps. 

Four  Holdiers'  wives. 

Nine       do      children. 

Two  invalids  from  H.M.  ship  Reliance. 

Mr.  Leeds,  late  assistant  surgeon,  New  South  Wales. 

Samuel  Pritchard,  from  New  Soath  Wales. 

Henry  Phillis,  Mr.  Palmer  the  Commissary's  servant. 

Mary  Love,  from  New  South  Wales. 

Three  French  prisoners  from  the  Cape. 

Mr.  Wheatly,  ensign  of  84th  Regt.,  from  do. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 
14  Aug,         My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  1 4th  August,  1 797. 

I  have  just  received  the  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Balmain, 
the  principal  surgeon  to  the  colony,  and  I  think  as  he  does  rela- 
tive to  the  duty  of  the  surgeons  who  arrive  here  in  the  care  of 
Hospital       the  convicts  sent  to  this  colony.     The  hospital   stores  put  on 
con'!^;t8.'^      board  for  the  use  of  the  sick  during  the  voyage  are  not  so  strictly 
accounted  for  as  they  ought  to  be,  nor  do  we  ever  receive  any 

*  See  the  account  of  live  stock  and  culti\*ation,  under  date  19th  August.— Post^  p.  387. 
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account  of  tbeir  practice,  which  should  no  doubt  be  delivered  here       1797 
as  well  as  on  their  return  to  England.     On  this  account  it  may     14  au^t. 
probably  be  found  necessary  that  those  surgeons  should  with  their 
appointments  receive  instructions  for  this  purpose. 

With  Mr.  Balmain's  letter  your  Grace  will  receive  a  demand  for 
hospital  stores,  which  we  now  feel  the  want  of,  and  also  a  return 
of  births  and  deaths  during  the  last  year.* 

I  have,  Ac, 

Jno.  Hunter. 

[EndOfurc.] 

Sir,  General  Hospital  at  Sidney,  14th  August,  1797. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  laying  before  your  Excellency 
the  inclosed  listf  of  wants  for  the  general  hospital  and  other  de-  storw  for 
tached  settlements  in  this  colony,  and  as  I  have  been  careful  to  hI^m.^^ 
avoid  making  any  unnecessary  demand,  I  respectfully  request  you 
will  be  pleased  to  represent  the  propriety  of  our  being  furnished 
with  these  supplies  by  such  conveyances  as  shall  be  judged  the 
most  speedy  and  convenient. 

It  may  be  proper  also  here  to  observe  that  it  seldom  happens 
any  particular  account  of  the  surgeon's  treatment  of  the  sick  on 
the  voyage  from  England  is  given  in  on  the  ship's  arrival  at  this 
port,  and  little  or  no  notice  taken  of  the  expenditure  of  the  ai»x 
necessaries  and  other  articles  put  on  board  by  Government  for  '^  *"' 
their  use ;  and  as  the  service  is  greatly  injured  by  this  neglect, 
I  trust  your  Excellency  will  take  steps  to  enforce  the  strictest 
attention  in  future  to  these  circumstances,  so  highly  necessary  for 
economy  as  well  as  for  the  diseased  individual. 

I  have,  4&c., 
W.  Balmaix. 

Under  Secretary  King  to  The  Transport  Commissioners. 
Gentlemen,  Whitehall,  18th  August,  1797.         18  Aug. 

The  persons  mentioned  in  the  annexed  list  having  obtained 
permission  to  become  settlers  in  his  Majesty's  colony  at  New  Free 
South  Wales,  I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  desire  "^**'*«"- 
that  you  will  give  the  necessary  directions  for  giving  them  a 
passage  from  hence  in  the  ship  now  about  to  depart,  for  victualling 
them  during  the  voyage,  and  for  making  such  accommodations  on 
board  as  you  may  think  necessary  for  their  convenience. 

I  am,  &c , 

John  Kiho. 
LUe. 
John  Bowman,  his  wife,  two  Bons,  and  one  daughter. 
Andrew  McDongall,  hia  wife,  fonr  sons,  and  one  daughter. 
John  Smith,  hia  wife,  threo  lonF,  and  one  daughter. 

*Post,p.  452  tThellstismisdiig. 
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1797  LiRUTBiTAiiT  Kent  to  SacRvrABY  NEVBAir. 

w  Aof.        Sir,  H.M.S.  Supply,  Port  Jackson,  19th  August,  1  ;97. 

H.MisT  ^*  ^*8  my  intention  to  have  sent  you  from  the  Cape  of 

Supply.        Good  Hope,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 

Admiralty,  a  particular  statement  of  the  condition  of  his  Majesty's 

armed  vessel  under  my  command ;  but  being  driven  out  of  that 

bay  from  my  anchor  in  a  violent  gale  of  wind  a  day  or  two  before 

I  intended  to  have  departed,  and  from  the  badness  of  the  weather 

not  beii^  able  to  regain  it,  the  opportunity  was  lost.     I  have 

now  to  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  their  Lordships  the 

enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  me  on  my  arrival  in  this  port 

to  his  Excellency  Governor  Hunter,  by  which  they  will  see  every 

particular  relative  to  the  Supply  in  her  late  voyage  round  the 

world.     Governor  Hunter  will  inform  their  Lordships  of  the  event 

of  a  survey  held  on  the  Supply.  I  have,  &c., 

lEoolosure.]  ^"-  ^«^- 

Sir,  Simply,  Port  Jadcaon,  16th  May,  1797. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  concern  I  inform  you  of  tlie  vm 
decay 'd  state  of  his  Majesty's  armed  vessel  under  my  oonmand. 
During  our  route  between  Port  Jackson  and  Cape  Horn,  aevsnd 
of  the  timber  heads  forward  having  tumbled  o^  we  had  an  oppat- 
tunity  of  looking  into  that  part  of  the  ship,  where,  alas,  hardly 
appeared  an  atom  of  sound  wood. 

Well  knowing  your  Excellency's  anxiety  to  forward  the  settle- 
ment under  your  command,  and  being  aware  of  the  importance  of 
the  service  on  which  we  were  employed,  I  declined  making  any 
application  for  a  survey  at  the  Gi^  of  Good  Hope,  but  put  to  set 
from  thence,  after  having  taken  on  board  the  cattle,  &u.,  in  a  ship 
apparently  in  the  most  deplorable  state.  On  the  morning  of  the 
A  perilous  sixth  day  after  our  departure  the  stern  worked  loose  and  play'd 
▼oyage  y^\^Y^  ^he  hadden-ends,  at  least  half  an  inch  down  as  low  as  the 
bends  ;  at  the  same  time  every  part  of  the  sides  open'd  and  took 
in  considerable  quantities  of  water,  so  as  to  oblige  us  to  keep 
almost  constantly  pumping.  Thus  situated,  every  precaution  for 
the  safety  of  the  ship  was  taken ;  the  jibboom  and  spriteail  yard 
were  got  in,  the  topgallant  masts  taken  on  deck,  the  bows  covered 
all  over  with  new  canvas,  tar'd,  two  holes  were  cut  through  the 
decay'd  knight  heads,  a  top  chain  rove  through  them  round  the 
stem,  then  brought  to  the  bitts  that  secure  the  heel  of  the  bowsprit, 
and  set  upon  as  much  as  it  wou'd  bear,  after  they  had  been  backed 
with  a  seven-inch  hawser  to  the  windlass. 

Notwithstanding  these  dreadful  appearances,  a  knowledge  of 
the  vast  extent  of  ocean  that  lay  between  us  and  Port  Jackson, 
and  the  many  storms  we  shou'd  be  likely  to  enoountar  at  such  an 
advanced  season  ai  the  year,  we  still  came  forward,  imploring  the 
protection  of  the  Great  Author  of  the  univfne. 


IJ[yB  SlIOCK. 


287 


Our  endeftvooTS  h»T6  been  crowned  witb  mooess.   I  now  ooiifiMier      19V7 
it  a  duly  I  owe  tbe  officers  and  eeanen  (whoee  uniform  good     ^  ai^ 
oondact  and  great  exertioBs  throng  the  whole  of  thia  truly  trying  g^^^^^j,, , 
voyage  deaenrea,  at  leaat  from  me,  the  highest  commendation)  to  SI!co^  *  ^ 
pray  you  to  order  an  examination  into  the  gtate  of  the  ahip.  piu^xnt. 

ShoB'd  ahe,  upon  inspection,  be  found  unfit  to  perform  any 
further  serrioe  for' the  settlement^  it  will  be  a  circumstance  greatly 
lamented  by  me,  because  I  shall  210  longer  have  it  in  my  power 
to  show  how  much  I  am  inclined  to  exert  myself  for  the  service 
in  general,  and  particularly  for  the  territory  under  your  Excel- 
lency's Autiiority.  I  have,  ^., 

Wm.  Kmkt, 

AcoouHT  of  live  Stock  and  Ground  under  Crop  in  New  South 
Wales,  19th  August,  1797. 

Live  stock 
ODitf  ration. 


GofwmMHt. 

iDdividnab.. 

Total   .. 

Chttto. 

SlMp. 

Oonte 

1 

Offtin. 

!■ 

1 

1 

1 
1 

H 

1:1 

h 

1 

1 

1 

1 

li 

15 
48 

8 

28 

118 

77 

104 

28 

158 

586 

225 
1,479 

54 

7jrr 

80 
1,415 

41 

4,206 

MO 

8,021| 

26* 

11 

H 

150 

i.8n 

Sfi 

26 

105 

132 

748 

1.704 

781 

1,405 

4,247 

3,a6U 

264 

11 

8* 

1,527 

N.B. — A  considerable  quantity  of  ground  clear'd,  exclusive  of  the 
above,  but  not  yet  prepared  for  cropping.  Jno.  Hunter. 


Captain  Waterhousb  to  his  Father. 
My  Dear  Father,  Sydney,  20th  August,  1797.         20  auk. 

I  left  the  Cape,  as  my  letters  will  have  inform'd  you,  the 
Uth  of  April,  and  with  a  ship  most  compleatly  full,  having  on  board 
ferty-uine  head  of  black  cattle,  three  mares,  and  one  hundred  and 
seven  sheep.     I  believe  no  ship  ever  went  to  sea  so  much  lumber'd.  gute  of  the 
The  passage  to  Port  Jackson  is  generally  made  in  35  or  40  days —  Reliance. 
we  were  78— ^ne  of  the  longest  and  most  disagreeable  passages  I 
ever  made.     We  met  with  one  gale  of  wind,  the  most  terrible  I  ever 
saw  or  heard  of,  expecting  to  go  to  the  bottom  every  moment ; 
something  more  than  I  can  account  for  preserved  us.     Possible,  I 
Biay  be  intended  to  be  hung  in  the  room  of  being  drown'd.     We 
arrived  safe  at  Port  Jackson  with  forty  head  of  black  cattle,  three  catue 
mares,  and  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  sheep  alive,  but,  like  camelions,  iAn<>^* 
they  liv'd  upon  air  part  of  the  time-^out  of  which,  three  cows,  two 
mans,  and  twenty-lour  sheep  beloag'd  to  myself.*     But  our  ship 
was  so  leaky  when  we  got  in  Uiat  we  have  taken  everything  out 
of  her  in  hopes  of  repairing  her.     Altho'  at  this  moment  there  is 
scarcely  a  thing  in  her,  and  the  water  as  smooth  as  a  mill-pond, 

^  a  dlght  diacrepMioy  ocean  between  this  ftocount  and  the  return  printed  on  p.  2S7. 
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Water- 
house's 
fanu. 


Distracted 
Htate  of  the 
colony. 


Lonl 
Sydney. 


"Little 
Maria." 


A  relative. 


she  keeps  our  whole  ship's  company  pumping  from  three  to  four 
hours  a  day.  How  she  will  be  patched  up  I  do  not  know;  it  will 
take  near  a  twelvemonth,  and  then  I  shall  dread  going  to  sea  in 
her.  You  may  expect  me  here  [?  home]  soon  after  that,  but  depend 
on  it  I  shall  do  nothing  rash. 

In  consequence  of  having  so  much  stock,  I  thought  it  necessary 
to  get  a  farm,  and  found  the  cheapest  way  was  to  purchase  one. 
I  have  therefore  given  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds  for  one,  with 
a  good  house,  &c.,  on  it.  I  am  at  present  so  well  pleased  with  it 
that  I  do  not  mean  ever  to  part  with  it.  Just  as  I  was  beginning 
to  write  to  England  a  Criminal  Court  was  ordered,  which  lasted 
live  days,  so  that  you  will  account  for  the  shortness  of  this  ;  bat 
having  wrote  a  long  letter  to  L'd  Sydney  and  Gov'r  Phillip,  I  have 
enclosed  Gov'r  Phillip's  to  you,  which  having  perus'd,  seal  it  up 
and  dispatch  it.  But  all  that  is  said  about  the  colony  I  beg  you 
to  keep  secret,  for  from  the  distracted  state  we  are  in,  altho'  so 
very  concice  as  I  have  been  with  him,  I  should  wish  that  not  to 
transpire.  Something  serious  will  happen  here  shortly.  Luckily 
for  me,  I  am  out  of  all  partys  and  scrapes,  and  as  the  soag  says, 
^*  I  am  well,  so  I  will  keep."  I  had  very  great  satisfaction  on  my 
arrival  here,  in  addition  to  the  other  letters  from  my  friends,  to 
find  a  very  long  one  from  L'd  Sydney,  couched  in  the  most  friendly 
and  flattering  terms,  desiring  me  to  command  him  in  any  way  that 
may  be  most  pleasing  or  interesting  to  myself.  Once  there  was  a 
time  had  he  wrote  such  a  letter — but  that  is  now  over.  I  have  wrote 
him  a  long  answer,  which  most  probably  you  will  see,  as  he  says 
he  sees  all  the  family.  I  have  not  said  anything  about  promotion, 
as  I  am  convinced  he  will  exert  himself  whenever  an  opportunity 
offers.     I  am  much  pleas'd,  and  thank  you,  respecting  the  votes. 

I  am  come  to  the  more  interested  part.  What  would  I  not 
sacrifice  to  know  of  the  safety  of  little  Maria.  If  in  England,  I 
know  she  is  safe  and  under  a  kind  protecting  hand — ^hope  to  God 
she  is  there.  How  anxiously  I  wish  for  a  letter  from  England. 
I  trust  the  first  letter  from  yon  will  inform  me  of  her  health. 
Should  you  see  Major  Paterson  or  his  wife,  tell  them  I  have  wrote 
to  them,  to  Palmer  I  have  not  time,  and  to  Collins  less  inclination. 

Should  any  opportunity  offer  of  your  sending  out  articles  similar 
to  what  you  sent  out  in  the  trunk  to  me  by  the  Ganges,  I  would 
wish  to  direct  them  to  Mr.  Thos.  Smyth,  Provost-Marehal,  Sydney, 
only  putting  an  account  of  the  articles,  their  prices,  and  my  name 
to  them.  Should  I  not  be  there,  he  will  dispose  of  them  to  the 
best  advantage. 

Some  time  before  we  sailed  I  rec'd  a  letter  from  you,  inclosing 
one  from  Mr.  Brewer,  my  grandfather,  mentioning  a  relation,  a 
Serjeant  Haven,  of  the  N.  S.  Wales  Corps.  He  is  here,  a  very 
decent  and  respectable  man,  and  paymaster-serjeant  in  Captain 
Foveaux  Company.  H.  Watbrhouse. 
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[Extract]  1707 

Gaobgb  Bass  to  Lisutbnant-Colonel  Patbbson. 
(Banks  Papers.) 
H.M.S.  Beliance,  Sydney  Cove,  20th  August,  1797.         ^Avg. 
This  vein  of  coal,  or  at  least  the  northernmost  end  of  it  that  we  a  rein  of 
coald  see,  commences  about  twenty  miles  to  the  southward  of  <'^' 
Botany  Bay.    The  land  there  is  nearly  twice  the  height  of  the  north 
bead  of  Port  Jackson,  not  a  steep  cliff  like  it,  but  has  here  and 
there  small  slopes  and  lodgments  on  which  trees  and  shrubs  grow. 
The  sea  washes  up  so  close  to  the  foot  of  it  that  it  is  no  more  than 
barely  passable  without  some  danger  in  blowing  weather.     About 
twenty  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  sea,  and  within  reach  of  your 
band  as  you  pass  along,  is  a  vein  of  coal  of  about  six  or  seven  feet 
in  thickness;  the  rock  below  it  is  slaty,  but  above  it  is  of  the  com- 
mon rockstone  of  the  country.     The  vein  does  not  lay  perfectly 
horizontal,  but  goes  on  declining  as  it  advances  to  the  southward, 
until  at  the  end  of  about  two  miles  it  becomes  level  with  the  sur- 
f&ce  of  the  sea^  and  there  the  lowest  rock  you  can  see  when  the 
sarf  retires  is  all  coal    Here  the  bold  high  land  gradually  retreats  CkMi  cuff. 
hack,  and  leaves  in  its  front  a  lower  sloping  land,  which,  keeping 
the  line  of  the  coast,  meets  the  sea  with  sandy  beaches  and  small 
blaf  heads  alternately.     In  the  land  at  the  back  of  the  beaches 
and  in  the  small  bluff  heads  we  traced  for  about  six  miles  along 
the  coast  four  strata  of  coal  from  fifteen  inches  to  three  feet  in 
thickness,  with  intermediate  spaces  of  slaty  rock  of  a  few  inches 
in  thickness. 

These  veins  extend,  I  think,  much  further  along  the  coast  than  A  sunnise. 
we  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  them  ;  how  far  they  were  inland 
I  can't  tell,  but  it  is  probable  they  extend  a  considerable  way,  for 
I  am  much  mistaken  if  it  willnot  be  found  that  the  Blue  Moun- 
tains wind  round  to  this  place,  and  of  course  end  there.  If  so,  this 
stratum  of  coal  may  possibly  run  through  the  whole  range.  Coals, 
you  know,  have  been  found  washed  down  the  Grose  and  Tench. 

You  will  find  yourself  assisted  in  forming  an  idea  of  the  situa- 
tion of  these  coals  by  applying  to  the  sketch*  of  our  excursions  done 
bv  Flinders,  where,  in  pursuing  l^e  track  home  of  our  little  boat,  Sy^  ^^ 
you  will  find  it  run  upon  the  beach  near  two  rocky  heads  about 
half-way  between  Saddle  Point  and  Providential  Ck>va  That  place 
is  m  about  the  middle  of  the  two  considered  as  one.  You  will 
perceive  also  in  the  sketch  that  the  high  mountainous  land  etched 
^ith  a  pen  aU  the  way  along  from  the  northward  for  a  considerable 
^ay  there  falls  back,  as  I  have  already  described.  Of  the  nature 
of  the  coal  you  will  best  judge  by  the  specimen,  which  was  unavoid- 
ably taken  from  the  outside,  consequently  is  rather  injured  by 
the  weather.  Access  to  the  veins  is  rather  difficult ;  there  is  no 
kmding  within  several  miles  of  them,  except  upon  the  little  beach 

*  This  tketch  is,  unfortmiately,  miming, 
VOL,  III — T 
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between  the  two  rocky  heads,  and  even  there  no  boat  ongbt  to  lay 
except  one  that  can  be  beached.  In  summer,  however,  when  the  sea 
and  land  breezes  are  regular,  and  gales  of  wind  uncommon,  a  boat 
might  lay  there  for  several  days  together,  and,  of  course,  in  that  time 
load  a  large  craft,  which  might  stand  off  and  on  in  the  meanwhile. 
You  will  be  surprized  to  see  how  different  the  vegetation  is  to 
that  about  Sydney,  or  any  other  place  we  have  ever  before  seen. 
Upon  the  sloping  land  in  the  front  of  the  high  bold  [««?],  I  observed 
there  several  cabbage-trees  nearly  in  resemblance  a  plantain  but  vet 
a  true  cabbage,  and  a  fern  which  I  can  no  otherwise  describe  than 
by  calling  it  a  cabbage  tree  fern,  for  it  is  to  distant  appearance  a 
cabbage,  but  upon  a  close  inspection  the  leaves  are  found  to  be  fern, 
and  beautiful  fern.  There  were  many  trees  that  I  am  certain 
have  never  yet  been  known  in  this  country ;  one,  the  most  re- 
markably new,  was  about  twelve  feet  in  height,  its  leaves  large, 
broad,  and  hairy,  or  rather  woolly — I  think  their  shape  would 
be  called  cordate — and  the  smaller  branches  of  it  covered  most 
thickly  with  long  sharp  prickles.  Well  I  remember  them,  for  in 
the  blindness  of  my  eyes  I  seized  one  of  the  branches  and  w&^ 
handsomely  repaid  for  my  hasty  curiosity  by  a  handfull  of  them. 

George  Bash. 

Mr.  Cherry  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

24  Aug.         Sir,  Victualling  Office,  24th  August,  1797. 

As  attorney  to  Governor  Hunter,  of  New  South  Wales, 

I  pray  leave  to  present  you  an  account  of  money  paid  by  him  for 

Benniiong.    necessaries,  <fec ,  for  the  use  of  Benilong,  a  native  of  New  South 

"Wales,  and  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  cause  payment  to  U' 

made  of  the  amount  thereof,  being  thirty  pounds  eighteen  shillings. 

I  have,  &c,, 
Geo.  Cherry. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

26th  August,  1797. 
Parole — Folkestone.  Countersign — Deal. 

A  return  of  the  names  of  the  male  and  female  servants  employed 
by  the  officers,  civil  and  military,  is  desired  to  be  immediately  for- 
warded to  Captain  Johnston,  and  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
troops  is  requested  to  direct  a  non-commissioned  officer  to  eollei't 
the  names  of  those  who  are  employed  amongst  the  militAry. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

28th  August,  1797. 

Parole — Brighthelmstone.  Countersign — Chichester. 

The  public  roads  being  now  nearly  completed,  and  the  season 

for  cropping  the  gi*ound  with  Indian  com  not  far  distant,  the 

Governor  is  desirous  of  giving  the  settlers  as  much  time  as  possible 


25  Aug. 
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to  attend  to  their  private  concerns;  he  does  not,  therefore,  expect  1707 
their  assistance  on  the  roads  any  longer,  until  it  may  for  the  28  Aug. 
general  good  be  found  necessary  at  some  future  period.  After 
the  general  muster,  which  will  very  soon  take  place,  those  settlers 
who  have  so  readily  come  forward  agreeable  to  Public  Orders  and 
afforded  their  assistance  will  receive  the  provision,  kc,  which  had 
been  by  the  former  Order  relative  to  the  roads  promised  them. 

Jnoi  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

29th  August,  1 797.         29  Aug. 
Parole — Grant.             Countersign — Certificate. 
Mant  of  the  women  whose  term  of  servitude  in  this  colony  is  Female 
expired  having  applied  to  be  allowed  to  withdraw  themselves  *'^P*'*** 
from  a  dependence  on  the  public  store,  in  order  that  they  might 
be  at  liberty  to  employ  their  time  to  their  own  advantage,  this 
public  notice  is  given  to  inform  all  those  women  whose  full  time 
is  expired  that  it  is  intended  they  shall  in  future  receive  certifi- 
cates from  the  Commissary  simUar  to  those  given  to  the  men,  and 
that  the  first  will  be  issued  on  Monday  next,  the  4th  of  September, 
at  the  Commissary's  office,  in  Sydney,  where  those  intitled  to  them 
will  apply.  Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

30th  August,  1797.         so  An?. 
Parole — General.  Countersign — Muster. 

A  general  muster  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  is  intended  ^  general 
to  take  place  at  Sydney,  Parramatta,  and  the  Hawke^bury,  and  °^ 
to  commence  at  each  of  those  places  on  Wednesday,  the  1 6th  of 
September,  on  which  day  all  the  laboring  men,  whether  free  or 
otherwise,  are  to  appear  and  answer  to  their  names ;  on  the  follow- 
ing day  (Thursday)  all  the  settlers  will  be  called  ;  and  on  Friday 
the  women  will  be  mustered.  It  is  expected  that  every  person  shall 
strictly  attend  at  the  store  of  the  district  in  which  they  reside ; 
any  failure  on  their  part  will  be  considered  as  a  determined  dis- 
obedience of  Public  Orders.  The  person  so  offending  will  be  im- 
mediately secured,  and  ordered  to  hard  labor  for  six  months,  or 
longer,  according  to  the  degree  and  manner  of  their  offence. 

The  surgeon  will  account  for  the  sick  who  may  be  unable  to 
attend.  Jxo.  Hunter. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  30th  August,  1797. 

I  have  taken  into  consideration  your  letters  separate  of 
the  dates  mentioned  in  the  margin.* 

*  15th  Aoff.,  ante,  p.  09 ;  20th  Aug.,  ftQte,  p.  75  ;  S6th  Aug.,  ante,  p.  87 ;  Ist  Sept.,  ante, 
P-  ^ :  Ist  Sept.,  not  available ;  5th  Sept.,  ante,  p.  102 ;  14th  Sept., ante,  p.  129 ;  15th  Sept., 
mtankilable. 
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X707  The  first,  with  its  inclosures,*  relative  to  the  requisition  frooi 

30  Aug.     ^^^  Governor  and  Council  of  Bengal  to  allow  recmitB  to  be  raised 

—       in  New  South  Wales  for  our  troops  in  the  East  Indies,  I  have 

for  tibe  ^°^    transmitted  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  for  his  sentiments  upon  it, 

wrray."         with  which  I  will  acquaint  you  if  I  receive  them  frmn  him  before 

the  sailing  of  the  Harwell,  transport,  t    I  asi  inclined  to  think  with 

you  that  such  a  mode  of  disposing  from  time  to  time  of  the  most 

restless  and  unquiet  persons  in  the  colony  may  be  of  mutual 

service  to  the  publick  interests  both  in  New  South  Wales  and  in 

the  East  Indies. 

LieutenADt-       In  answer  to  yours  of  the  20th  August,  J  I  have  to  observe  that 

Kbi^        Lieut. -Governor  King's  health,  since  his  arrival  here,  is  so  much 

re-established  as  to  give  me  hopes  of  his  being  able  to  resume  his 

«tation  in  due  time. 

I  trust  I  shall  be  able  to  send  one,  if  not  two,  subaltern  officers 
with  the  detachment,  which  will  form  the  guard  of  the  convicts 
who  go  by  the  Harwell. 
A  dvU  case.  I  vill  refer  the  consideration  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court 
of  Civil  Jurisdiction,  inclosed  in  yours  of  the  26th  of  August,§  to 
the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General.  It  i&  evident  that  every 
attention  was  duly  paid  by  the  Court  to  the  matter  beforo  th«n ; 
and  I  am  very  sorry  to  observe  that  the  want  of  respect  to  the 
Court  on  the  part  of  the  defendants  was  equally  evident.  It 
therefore  behoves  the  Court  in  all  future  proceedings  to  repress 
the  like  disposition  whenever  it  shall  appear,  by  immediately  com- 
mitting the  parties,  and  punishing  them  by  fine  and  imprison- 
ment, according  to  the  magnitude  of  their  offence  ;  for  I  need  not 
Reroectdue  point  out  to  you  how  material  it  is  to  the  effectual  administration 
tot  e law.  ^£  justice  that  nothing  should  be  suffered  to  pass  uncensured 
which  can  tend  to  lessen  the  respect  and  reverence  due  to  the 
persons  by  whom  it  is  administered.  I  cannot  but  say  that  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  proceedings  were  carried  to  a  greater 
length  than  the  case  required,  and  that  much  extraneous  matter 
was  gone  into  by  the  parties  which  was  wholly  irrelevant  to  the 
fact  in  question.  I  mention  this  upon  account  of  the  effect  which 
your  first  proceedings  may  have  upon  the  mode  of  conducting  the 
business  ci  the  Court  in  future.  And,  with  that  view,  nothing 
certainly  can  tend  so  much  to  the  true  and  impartial  administra- 
tion of  justice  as  a  strict  adherence  to  the  point  at  issue,  and  to  the 
evidence  produced  by  the  parties,  without  suffering  the  attention 
of  the  Court  to  be  diverted  by  any  foreign  or  extraneous  matter. 
CommlsBaiy  j  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  communicating  with  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of   the  Tree^sury  on  the  subject  of  Mr. 

*  Ante,  pp.  2,  09. 

t  Post,  p.  801.    It  will  be  seen  that  Dundas  did  not  look  upon  the  project  with  ftvonr. 
I  Ante,  p.  76. 

ft  Ante,  p.  87.    The  oaoe  waa  that  of  Boston  v.  Faittafull  and  othara.     The  laain  tM;ti» 
issue  will  he  found  particularised  in  Vol.  ii,  p.  839  (note).   . 
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Eahner'a  application,  inclosed  in  yours  of  .September  Ist,  for  some      1797 
further  allowance  or  provision.  30  Aug. 

It  certainly  would  be  impossible  for  Mr.  Palmer,  without  ade- 
quate assistance,  to  continue  to  conduct  the  lists  of  the  issues  Tbe 
from  the  stores  in  the  present  manner,  supposing  the  number  of  ^^^^'^^ 
convicts  to  be  supplied  from  them  to  encrease  as  stated  in  your  the  cam- 
letter.     But  I  trust  that  the  convicts  to  be  supplied  from  the  °*'~'***- 
stores  will  not  only  never  exceed  a  certain  number,  but  that  there 
will  be  a  progressive  diminution  in  the  number  of  those  who  are 
entitled  to  be  victualled  from  the  public  stores ;  for  when  the  settle- 
ment attains  that  degree  of  forwardness  which  will  enable  it  to 
maintain  itself  in  provisions,  the  settlers  will  probably  be  vying 
with  each  other  for  the  possession  of  the  convicts,  so  as  to  take  into 
their  service  all  those  who  are  sent  from  hence  as  soon  as  they  arrive. 

As  Mr.  Balmain's  Commission  as  chief  surgeon  to  the  settlement  Baimatn'fl 
is  dated  the  16th  August,  1796,*  he  is  certainly  entitled  from  that  Co«>n^*on. 
time  to  all  the  emoluments  of  that  appointment.     As  to  what  he 
may  be  entitled  to  before  that  period  I  am  not  sufficiently  in- 
formed, but  I  will  direct  an  enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  matter. 

You  are  certainly  right  in  thinking  that  the  proper  channel  of 
conveyance  for  Captain  McArthur's  representation!  was  that  of 
the  Governor,  and  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  that  you  would  have 
felt  it  your  duty  to  have  transmitted  it  to  me,  accompanied  by 
such  observations  upon  it  as  you  judged  the  nature  of  the  case 
and  the  justification  of  your  own  proceeding  might  require.  For 
this  purpose,  therefore,  I  now  return  you  Captain  McArthur's  Macarthur 
letter,  and  I  will  transmit  you  the  answer  I  shall  judge  proper  to  •"**  «""*•'• 
return  to  him,  when  I  shall  have  heard  from  you  upon  the  subject. 
I  have  at  the  same  time  so  high  an  opinion  of  your  penetration 
and  judgment  as  to  leave  no  doubt  upon  my  mind  of  your  availing 
yourself  of  every  suggestion  contained  in  Captain  McArthur's 
letter,  which  appears  to  you  to  tend  to  the  advantage  of  the 
colony,  and  to  the  diminution  of  the  publick  expences. 

Portland. 


The  Duks  of  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  31st  August,  1797.  3i  Aug 

I  have  laid  before  the  King  your  letters  numbered  from  Hunter's 
13  to  21  inclusive.  {  '****"' 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  the  departure  of  the  Barwell,  trans- 
port, with  three  hundred  convicts,  to  give  you  such  answers  to 

*  The  Oommiaelon  will  be  found  on  p.  70,  ante. 

t  Ante,  pi  13L  See  aleo  Hnnter'i  comments  on  MacuthuT'e  action  in  sendingr  his  state- 
mmt  direct  to  tbe  Duke  of  Portlaod— Ante,  p.  172.  Hunter  repUed  at  length  to  the 
ciunsesmade  f^atnst  him  by  ICaearthnr,  and  forwarded  letters  In  support  of  his  statemente 
^m  sereral  leading  ofilcers  and  others.  See  bis  letter  to  the  Dulce  of  Portland  of  26th 
July,  1798^  and  ita  endoniree,  post,  pp.  418  to  44ft. 

:  These  si«  the  lettendsted  10th  Augoat^  ante,  p.  64,  to  20th  SeplMnber,  ante,  p.  187. 
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1797       them,  and  such  further  directions  as  his  Majesty's  service  appears 
;ji  Auff.     to  require. 

I  have  transmitted  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Yoi-k 
Baughan'8  copies  of  number  13  and  its  inclosures.  The  conduct  of  the  mili- 
*'*'*■  tary  as  therein  stated  is  of  so  flagrant  a  nature,  and  so  directly 

tending  to  endanger  the  safety  of  your  Government,  that  I  cannot 
well  imagine  anything  like  a  justifiable  excuse  for  not  bringing 
the  four  soldiers  who  were  deposed  against  to  a  Court-martial, 
and  punishing  them  with  the  utmost  severity.* 

Without  entering  for  the  present  into  the  detail  you  give  of 
the  nature  and  description  of  the  persons  of  whom  the  New 
The  South  Wales  Corps  is  composed,  their  general  character  is  cer- 

oftheN.s?"  tainly  an  additional  reason  for  maintaining  amongst  them  the 
Wales  strictest  discipline,  and  for  enforcing  the  most  orderly,  regular, 

and  soldierlike  deportment.  Their  refusal  of  such  rations  as 
were  issued  to  the  rest  of  the  settlement  is  a  great  aggravation 
of  their  misconduct,  and  I  cannot  think  it  right  under  such  cir- 
cumstances to  recommend  it  to  his  Majesty  to  make  them  an 
allowance  in  lieu  of  short  rations,  which  they  ought  to  be  made 
sensible  is  a  mere  matter  of  favour,  and  not  to  be  yielded  to 
representations  made  in  the  manner  in  which  it  appears  by  yonr 
letter  they  have  been  urged  by  them. 

As  numbers  14,  15,  and  18  relate  to  the  present  state  and 
expences  of  the  colony,  I  shall  consider  them  together;  and  I 
must  confess  to  you  that  I  cannot  observe  without  infinite  sur- 
Heavy  prize  and  regret  the  very  hea\y  expences  which  have  been  in- 
th?!SiSl>^  curred  from  the  1st  of  June,  1796,  to  the  31st  August  following, 
which  I  find  amount  to  upwards  of  £10,000,  exclui^ve  of  the 
very  large  supplies  which. have  been  sent  fix)m  hence.  From 
this  it  appears  that  the  expence  of  maintaining  the  convicts  in 
New  South  Wales,  without  including  that  of  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary establishments  of  the  colony  or  the  supplies  sent  from  hence, 
is  more  than  two-thirds  of  what  they  would  have  been  kept  for 
in  this  countiy. 

Upon  a  very  attentive  examination  of  the  subject,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  greatest  part  of  this  expence  arises  from  not 
adverting  to  the  original  purpose  for  which  this  colony  was  estab- 
Sc^OTiv&te'  ^^^»  *^^  from  the  manner  in  which  the  convicts  and  publick 
'  provisions  are  disposed  of. 

Your  Instructions  were  framed  with  a  view  to  recall  your  atten- 
tion to  that  object,  and  I  am  confident  that  it  cannot  but  be 
attained  by  a  strict  adherence  to  them.f 

*  See  Hunter's  letter  to  Paterson  of  7th  February,  179G,  ante,  p.  17  ;  and  Hunter's  Orden 
of  the  8th  and  14th  February,  1796,  ante,  pp.  17,  18,  and  19.  See  also  Hunter's  letter  to 
Portland,  10th  August,  ante,  p.  64. 

t  See  clause  15  in  the  Royal  Instructions  to  Hunter,  Vol.  ii,  p.  282,  where  he  wasdliected 
to  allow  settlors  to  employ  convicts  on  the  understanding  that  they  dothed  and  fed  them. 
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Yoa  will  observe  that  no  part  of   the  publick  provisions  or      1797 
Rtores  Ls  to  be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  civil  or  military  officers,     ji  xag. 
or  to  that  of  any  other  individual  of  the  colony,  except  what  they 
themselves  consume  ;  that  every  convict  you  cloath  and  subsist 
for  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  officers,  or  of  any  other  indi- 
vidual whatever,  costs  Government  at  least  £'20  per  annum,  and  ^^^•J^*^* 
consequently  the  allowance  of  thirteen  convicts  to  each  officer  is  c^ern- 
an  expence  of  £260  per  annum  to  Government,  which  is  to  be  ■**°^ 
multiphed  according  to  the  number  of  persons  to  whom  that  quota 
of  convicts  is  allowed.     Hence  the  expence  becomes  as  enormous 
.^s  it  is  unreasonable,  and  the  publick  gets  nothing  in  return  for 
it,  1)ecause  the  convicts  are  neitlier  cloatlied  nor  subsisted  by  the 
produce  of  the  farms  on  which  they  are  employed  ;  but  tliat  pro- 
duce is  sold  to  the  Crown,  and  becomes  the  clear  profit,  or  nearly 
so,  of  the  civil  or  military  officer  or  other  individual  to  whom  the 
convicts  are  allowed. 

Your  general  idea  respecting  the  employment  of  the  convicts  Fann. 
by  individuals  is  perfectly  well-founded,  provided  the  convicts  are  ["J^SJ^d** 
cloathed  and  maintained  by  the  individuals  who  employ  them ;  *{^***  ^^ 
but  the  terms  on  which  they  have  been  hitherto  employed  totally  masten. 
alter  the  case,  as  tlie  individual  has  all  the  profit,  and  the  publick 
experiences  nothing  but  loss. 

The  individual  should  pay  by  his  crops,  at  the  market  pnce,  for 
the  provisions,  cloathing,  and  implements  of  husb«mdry  which  he 
receives  from  the  publick  store  for  the  convicts  he  employs,  by 
which  a  gi-eat  saving  would  accrue  to  the  publick,  and  at  the 
^ame  time  very  sufficient  encouragement  would  be  held  out  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  land.* 

I  see  no  objection  to  the  allowance  of  implements,  seed,  and  of 
a  few  convicts  (to  be  subsisted  for  a  limited  time  from  the  store), 
as  an  encouragement  to  actual  resident  settlers ;  but  that  prin-  Encouwge- 
ciple  can  by  no  construction  be  made  applicable  to  the  length  of  ^Ser^ 
time  for  which  the  civil  and  military  officers  have  been  indulged 
with  the  labour  of  thirteen  convicts,  who  have  been  fed  and  cloathed 
at  tiie  publick  charge  long  after  the  crops  raised  by  them  for 
their  master  were  sufficient,  not  only  for  the  subsistence  of  such 
convict  laborers,  but  to  leave  such  a  surplus  as  would  produce  the 
master  no  inconsiderable  profit,  and  I  believe,  should  I  estimate 
that  profit  at  £20  a  convict,  it  would  not  exceed  its  real  amount. 
I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  no  more  than  two  convicts,  main-  Twoconvicu 
tained  at  the  expence  of  Government,  should  be  allowed  to  any  i"ow«i^ 
civil  or  military  officer   within  the  settlement,  and  that  none  ^^^  offcer. 
should  be  allowed  to  any  other  description  of  persons  whatever, 
except  the  Governor,  who  will  use  his  own  discretion  in  the 

*  Hunter  did  not  comply  with  the  repeated  instructioni  he  received  on  thii  point  until 
^  >Iay.  179a  See  his  Order  of  that  date,  post,  p.  384,  and  his  letter  to  Portland  of  25ih 
of  that  month,  post,  p.  36a 
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number  he  will  chiue  to  employ  in  his  own  service  for  domestick 
or  agricultural  purposes,  of  which,  in  the  account  he  transmits  of 
them,  he  will  distinguish  the  manner  in  which  they  are  respectiv^y 
employed.  A  circumstance  which  most  strikingly  points  out  the 
propriety  of  such  a  regulation,  and  urges  the  necessity  of  its 
immediate  adoption,  is  the  observation  you  make  in  your  F^>ort 
of  the  live  stock  and  land  in  cultivation  in  the  hands  of  Govern- 
ment, and  the  officers,  civil  and  military,  which  you  transmit  in 
your  letter  No.  20,*  where  you  state  that,  although  the  land  in 
cultivation  belonging  to  the  Crown  is  one-third  more  than  that 
in  the  possession  of  all  civil  and  military  officers  taken  together, 
your  weakness  in  publick  labourers  is  such  that  the  many  buildings 
you  are  so  much  in  want  of  find  employment  for  all  of  them,  and 
occasions  all  the  land  cleared  by  Gk>vemment  to  be  unemployed  this 
year,  while  four-fifths  of  that  which  is  iu  the  hands  of  ^le  civil 
and  military  officers  are  sown  with  wheat.  I  am  far  from  meaning 
to  assert  that  the  Crown  lands  would  have  been  rendered  as  pro- 
ductive as  those  in  the  hands  of  individuals  by  the  employment  of 
the  same  number  of  labourers ;  but  I  shall  insist  that,  at  all  events, 
they  would  have  produced  much  more  than  would  have  been 
sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  the  labourers  occupied  in  the 
cultivation  of  them,  and  consequently  a  saving  would  have  been 
made  in  favour  of  the  publick  by  keeping  down  the  price  of  com, 
and  thereby  holding  out  encouragement  for  the  encrease  of  the 
quantity  of  live  stock.  I  have  entered  the  more  particularly  into 
the  detail  of  this  subject,  not  only  because  it  is  the  principal 
feature  of  that  part  of  your  coiTespondence  which  is  now  before 
me,  but  because  it  calls  for  such  a  radical  reform  as  may  effect  a 
system  of  real  and  substantial  economy,  and  confine  the  issues 
from  the  stores,  both  in  quantity  and  method,  within  such  bounds 
as  may  prevent  the  extravagance  and  abuses  which  have  attended 
their  delivery. 

ffis  Majesty  is  pleased  to  approve  of  your  recommendation  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Smyth  to  be  Provost-Marshal  in  the  room  of  Henry 
Brewer,  and  I  have  accordingly  directed  his  Commission  to  be 
made  out.  I  shall  recommend  in  the  next  year's  estimate  an 
allowance  to  be  made  to  Mr.  J.  Drummond,  who  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  act  as  beach-master  in  Norfolk  Island  ]  and  the  inten- 
tion I  signified  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  11th  August,  1796,  of 
recommending  an  additional  deputy  commissary  and  two  addi- 
tional storekeepers  to  be  provided  for,  has  been  fulfilled,  as  you 
will  see  by  the  within  estimate,  which  1  now  transmit  for  your 
information  and  direction. 

I  must  not  omit  to  observe  to  you  that  the  chartering  the 
Britannia  (as  stated  in  No.  17)t  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  home 

*  Ante,  p.  99. 

t  See  Hunter's  letter  of  27th  Aug:ust,  1796,  ante,  p.  89. 
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the  CLYil  and  militaiy  officers  and  the  invalid  soldiers  jou  mention  179V 
is  a  measure  by  which  it  appears  to  me  that  the  pnbUck  has  been  si  Auy. 
put  to  a  greater  expenee  than  the  occasion  warranted.  It  is  not 
usual  to  pay  the  expences  of  officers  of  the  Crown  who  return 
home ;  but  granting  that^  in  so  remote  a  colony  as  New  South 
Wales  this  rule  will  admit  of  some  relaxation.  The  proper  mode 
of  doing  it  would  have  been  to  have  taken  a  passage  home  for  the 
invalids  in  any  ship,  and  to  have  made  an  allowance  for  their 
passage  to  those  officers  only  whose  state  of  health  required  their 
return  to  England. 

By  the  supply  of  proWsions  purchased  from  an  American  vessel,  Provisioni. 
as  stated  in  your  letter  No.  19,'*'  and  the  very  large  quantities 
sent  out  in  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Sylph,  transports,  together 
with  the  provisions  in  store,  such  a  dep6t  must  have  been  formed 
as  must  be  quite  sufficient  for  the  use  of  the  colony  untill 
the  spring  of  the  year  1799,  or  thereabouts,  and  by  that  time  I 
should  hope  the  live  stock  of  the  colony  will  amount  to  such  a 
number  as  to  make  a  material  diihinution  of  the  quantity  of  salt 
provisions  which  it  may  be  necessaiy  to  send  from  hence. 

With  respect  to  the  want  of  artificers,  as  stated  in  No.  21,t  I  ArUflcers. 
will  endeavour  to  send  as  many  convicts  of  that  description  by  « 

the  present  opportunity  as  possible. 

I  should  recommend  it  to  you  to  place  under  the  artificers  you 
liave  those  convicts  whose  behaviour  and  abilities  render  them 
most  deserving  of  attention,  and  who,  by  means  of  encouragement 
held  out  to  them,  may  soon  render  themselves  tolerably  expert  in 
the  several  trades  they  apply  to. 

Yott  will  receive  by  this  opportunity  the  several  articles  con-  Aiticles  for 
tained  in  the  list  inclosed,!  with  the  prime  cost  of  each  added  '^^ 
thereto,  and  you  are  to  distribute  them  to  such  individuals  as  you 
shall  judge  proper  at  the  price  so  specified,  in  return  for  which 
you  will  take  grain  or  live  stock  to  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the 
articles,  according  to  the  price  annexed  ;  you  will  not  fail  to  do 
the  same  with  respect  to  such  articles  as  remain  in  store,  in  all 
cases,  except  where  they  are  applied  to  publick  purposes  or  given 
as  an  encouragement  to  new  settlers.  This  will  relieve  the  colony 
from  a  considerable  degree- of  expenee,  and  will  at  the  same  time 
he  the  means  of  furnishing  the  laborious  and  industrious  indi- 
viduals with  such  articles  as  they  may  want  at  the  lowest  possible 
price.  I  must  add  t^at  it  appears  to  me  that  the  price  paid  as 
▼ell  for  grain  as  for  pork  received  into  store  has  been  considerably 
higher  than  it  ought  to  have  been. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  repeating  to  you  the  Necewityfor 
necessity  my  duty  pointed  out  to  me  of  calling  your  most  serious  ^^"^'"y- 

•  Hunter  to  PATtkod.  2nd  Septembv,  17M,  ante,  p.  101. 
f  Hunter  to  Portland,  20th  September,  1796,  ante,  p.  137. 
X  Ths  enclosure  is  not  available. 
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1707       attention  to  the  correction  of  that  fundamental  and  destructive 
31  Aug,     error  by  which  the  public  expences  of  your  Government  have 
grown  to  such  enormous  bulk. 

But  I  rely  with  confidence  on  your  immediate  and  most  efFectual 
endeavours  to  restrain  them  in  future  within  the  narrowest  limits, 
and  to  prevent,  as  far  as  human  foresight  can  enable  you,  the 
possibility  of  future  excess.  Portland. 


11  Sept. 


Corporal 
punlshmeut 
and  life* 
Bervice. 


18  Sept. 


Rates  of 
wages. 


Inattentive 
settlers. 


Secretary  Nepean  to  The  War  Office. 
Sir,  1 1  th  September,  1 797. 

John  McGinnis,  a  private  marine  of  the  Plymouth  Divisioii, 
having  been  tried  at  a  General  Court-martial  for  mutiny  and  sedi- 
tion, and  sentenced  to  receive  1,000  lashes  and  to  serve  for  life  in 
the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  and  Major-Genl  Bowater,  command  g 
the  said  division,  having  represented  to  my  Lords  Comm's  of  the 
Adm'ty  that  the  roan  has  received  the  whole  of  his  corporal  punish- 
ment,*! am  commanM  by  their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you  therewith, 
and  to  request  you  will  please  to  give  the  necessary  directions  for 
the  man's  being  received  into  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  in  order 
that  the  sentence  of  the  said  Court-martial  may  be  fully  carried  into 
effect.  I  am,  «fcc., 

Evan  Nepkax. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

18th  September,  1797. 
Parole — Cork.  Countersign — ^Waterford. 

In  consequence  of  complaints  from  the  settlers  in  different  parts  of 
the  colony  relative  to  the  great  expence  they  are  at  in  giving  very 
high  wages  to  hired  servants,  the  Governor,  by  an  Order  issued  ou 
the  14th  of  January  last,t  directed  that  the  settlers  in  the  different 
districts  should  hold  quarterly  meetings  amongst  themselves  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  the  rate  of  wages  for  all  the  different 
kinds  of  labour.  This  Order  has  been  attended  to  in  one  instance 
only,  no  meetings  having  been  held  for  this  necessary  pui-pose 
since  the  first,  when  each  district  reported  their  opinion,  and  the 
Governor  published  on  the  10th  of  March  J  a  table  of  the  rates  to 
be  paid  by  the  settlers  to  their  laborers.  But  as  the  same  cause 
of  complaint  still  exists,  it  is  clear  that  the  settlers  have  not  strictly 
complied  with  that  useful  regulation.  His  Excellency  therefore 
informs  all  those  who  are  engaged  in  farming  that  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  him  to  remove  the  grievances  of  which  they  complain 
unless  they  are  strictly  attentive  to  the  regulations  which  are  from 
time  to  time  established  for  their  good,  and  that  he  expects  the 

*  It  is  evident  from  the  severity  of  the  punishment  inflicted  on  this  man  that  the  excesire 
use  of  the  lash,  one  hundred  years  ago,  was  not  confined  to  convict  settlements.  The  latter 
nart  of  this  sentence  (relative  to  service  in  the  New  South  Wales  Corpe)  was  not  carried 
into  effect.— Post,  p.  519. 

t  Ante,  p.  189.  X  Ante,  p.  197. 
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meetiQgs,  which  he  had  recommended,  be  more  particularly  attended      1767 
to  hereafter,  and  their  purpose  be  more  strictly  adher'd  to.     This     is  sept. 
becomes  the  more  necessary  as  the  price  of  grain  cannot  continue 
much  longer  to  be  so  very  high  as  it  at  present  is. 

Every  general  muster  which  takes  place  convinces  the  Governor 
more  and  more  of  the  necessity  of  those  musters  being  frequently  Necessity  tot 
repeated  to  prevent  the  impositions  which  are  so  often  practised  Sfurtcrs. 
upon  Government ;  and  altho'  he  is  at  all  times  well  disposed  to 
encourage  the  industrious  farmer,  he  nevertheless  finds  it  necessary 
to  inform  the  settlers  generally  that,  as  they  all  know  the  terms 
upon  which  they  have  been  allowed  to  settle,  he  is  surprised  to  find 
so  many  complain  of  their  want  of  ability  to  provide  for  them- 
selves and  familys,  after  having  been  victualled  and  cloathed  at 
the  expence  of  Government  for  eighteen  months,  which  is  six 
months  longer  than  was  at  first  intended.  He  trusts  that  the 
justice  and  necessity  of  depriving  them  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  of  those  indulgencies  will  diow  them  the  necessity  of  being 
prepared,  and  serve  as  a  spur  to  sobriety  and  industry,  which  if 
they  attend  strictly  to  they  cannot  fail  to  prosper  and  be  happy. 

John  Hunter. 

Captain  Hog  an*  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

My  Lord  Duke,  London,  23i-d  September,  1797.         sssopt 

Knowing  the  great  advantage  to  be  derived  by  Government 
sending  a  large  quantity  of  cattle  to  the  colony  of  New  South  Uve  aioek. 
Wales  as  early  as  possible,  knowing  also  that  Government  are 
building  ships  for  that  purpose,  which  cannot  accomplish  the  object 
in  less  than  eighteen  months,  and  then  at  enormous  expence,  I  am 
enduced  to  hope  your  Grace  will  excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in 
sabmiting  the  following  proposal  to  your  consideration  : — 

My  object  is  not  gain  from  Government ;  should  it  tend  to 
promote  the  publick  good  it  will  be  sufficient  recompence  for  any  a  <i»«-^ 
personal  trouble  I  may  have  in  it ;  but  should  your  Grace  be  captain, 
pleased  to  approve,  I  shall  hope  that  you  will  direct  a  letter  to  be 
written  from  your  office  to  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  East 
India  Company,  stating  that  the  ship  Marquis  Cornwallis,  of  six 
hundred  and  fifty-four  tons  register,  is  employed  by  Government 
on  particular  service  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  New  South 
Wales,  and  request  them  to  give  her  a  cargo  home  from  China  on 
the  same  terms  as  the  Harwell,  which  is  employed  by  the  Trans- 
port Board  to  carry  out  convicts. 

Reference  to  the  amount  of  the  cattle  and  fodder  fix>m  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  in  his  Majesty's  ships  Reliance  and  Supply,  will 

*  Captain  H<)gan,  nmster  of  the  transport  Marquis  Cornwallis,  when  at  Sydney  in  1796  had 


1796,  ante,  pi  «. 
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shew  your  Grace  tbat  thiere  is  nothing  to  be  expected  in  fatwtmr  d 
the  ship  from  the  following  statement. 

I  think  my  ship  would  stow  one  hundred  and  forty  head  of 
homed  cattle. 

St^tehsmt.' 


1797 
28  Sept. 

Btatement 

Hve  rt^^'  140  head  prime  cattle  on  board  ai  the  Cape,  fodder  (t.e.,  hay, 
barley,  oats,  wheat,  and  bran)  inclusive,  at  £20  p.  head 

140  leagars  to  hold  water  for  the  above,  @  £4  ea.    

10  men  to  attend  the  cattle,  exclusive  of  ship's  compy.,  at 

£2  lOs.  p.  mo.,  for  12  mos.  

20  p.  cent,  deaths  and  accidents  on  the  above  nnmber  of 
cattle  on  the  voyage,  at  least        


Insurance  from  Cape  to  Port  Jackson  on  £4,220,  @  6  p.c.. 
Do.      on  block  of  ship,  value  £1,500,  @  4  p.  cent 


£     s.  d. 


llogan'e 
terms. 


2,800 
560 


300    0   0 


560 

0   0 

£4,220 
253 
600 

0   0 
4   0 

0   0 

Total        £5,073    4   0 

Should  140  head  land  alive  and  well  at  iNTew  South  Wales,  at 
£35  p.  head,  at  which  I  would  agree  to  carry  them — £4,900. 

Altho'  there  appears  a  loss  upon  my  propoaed  by  a  fair  statement, . 
I  would  readily  agree  to  it,  on  condition  of  getting  the  Company's 
freight  home,  and  would  only  require  from  Government  one  thou- 
sand pounds  in  advance,  and  put  it  in  practice  immediately.  The  ship 
has  already  a  small  freight  from  the  Transport  Board  to  the  Capa 
The  amount  of  the  cattle  to  be  paid  on  my  agents  producing  the 
Governor's  receipt  at  your  office,  without  any  risk  or  expence 
whatever  to  Government,  except  the  thirty-five  pounds  per  head 
for  all  that  is  landed  at  New  South  Wales.  I  trust  your  Grace 
will  be  pleased  to  take  it  into  consideration,  and  favor  me  with  an 
answer  when  convenient.  I  am,  <&c., 

Michael  Hooan. 


The 

Transport 

CommiS' 

sioners' 

Report. 


The  Transport  Commissioners  to  Tub  How.  Charles  Grevillk. 
26  Sept         Sir,  Transport  Office,  26th  September,  1797. 

We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  23rd  instant,  indoaiiig 
to  us,  by  direction  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  a  proposal 
from  Captain  Hogan,  of  the  ship  Marquis  Comwaliis,  for  supply- 
ing the  colony  of  New  South  Wales  with  cattle,  and  desiring  our 
opinion  thereupon,  and  we  request  you  to  inform  his  Grace  that 
we  have  duly  considered  the  said  proposal,  and,  upon  the  whole, 
are  inclined  to  believe  that  the  price  and  freight  of  £35  per  head 
for  cattle  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  actually  delivered  at 
New  South  Wales,  is  not  unreasonable.  We  return  the  original 
letter,  and  are,  iSsc.,'^ 

EuPT.  George.  John  Schank. 

Ambrose  Sbrle.        Wm.  Ay«  Otway. 


*  Notwithstandinsr  tiiis  endoiwment  of  the  Tmnaport  Covaaoia^Ummm,  GapMa  HegwlB 
oner  was  not  acted  upon. 
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The  Dukb  of  Fortlaxd  to  Govebkob  Hunter.  1797 

Sir,  Whitehall,  —  September,  1797.         -Sept. 

I  inclose  jou  a  list  of  convicts  which  go  by  this  con-  UstroT 

veyancc,  with  the  original  contracts  entered  into  by •,*  «>nv*<^- 

the  owner  of  the  Barwell,  for  their  safe  delivery  in  New  South 
Wales,  together  with  his  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  for  the 
transportation  of  those  convicts  whose  sentences  required  such 
order.  I  also  transmit  to  you  a  list  of  those  convicts  who  are 
artificers,  and  concerning  whom  I  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the 
31st  ulto.,t  and  also  a  list  of  the  several  articles  for  the  settlement 
sent  in  the  Barwell,  with  the  prime  cost  opposite  to  each  article. 
With  respect  to  the  manner  and  the  terms  on  which  these  articles 
are  to  be  disposed  of,  I  have  only  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  above 
mentioned. 

You  will  also  receive  in  a  separate  cover  the  plan  of  a  com-  a  oom-mui. 
mill,  with  the  books  mentioned  in  the  margin.  {  The  under- 
mentioned persons,  who  are  carpenters,  but  who  have  lately  been 
attending  to  the  building  and  construction  of  corn-mills,  go  as 
settlers  by  this  conveyance,  on  the  terms  specified  in  Lieut-Gov*r. 
King's  letter  to  you,  which  is  inclosed. 

Since  writing  my  letter  to  you  of  the  30th  ult.,  I  have  received 
Mr.  Dundas's  sentiments  with  respect  to  permitting  recruits  for  Recruiting 
our  forces  in  India  to  be  raised  in  New  South  Wales ;  and  as  it  {SdUfn 
is  conceived  that  upon  the  whole  the  inconveniences  of  such  a  ftrniy. 
plan  would  more  than  counterbalance  its  advantages,  you  will 
signify  to  the  Presidency  at  Bengal  that  such  permission  cannot 
be  granted.g  Portland. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

7th  October,  1797.  7  0ct. 

Parole — Solebay.             Countersign — Yarmouth. 
The  Commissary  is  directed  to  issue,  on  Saturday  next,  to  such 
of  the  women  and  children  as  are  intitled,  such  slop  cloathing  dothing  for 
as  the  present  state  of  the  public  store  can  afford  ;  and   such  children!"^ 
men  as  have  fully  completed  their  term  of  servitude  in  this 
country  are  hereby  informed  that  certificates  will  be    granted 
them  at  the  Commissary's  office,  in  Sydney,  on  Friday  next,  the 
13th  instant  Jno.  Hunter. 

LiBUTBNANT-GoVERNOR   KUTG   TO   BiR  JoSSPH   BaNKS. 

(Banks  Papers.) 
Sir,  London,  7th  October,  1797. 

1  received  your  note,  with  the  enclosures,  and  saw  Mr. 
King  on  the  subject,  who  entirely  agrees  with  your  ideas  on  the 

•HinklDllS.  t  Ante^  p.  897.  }  The  maiKin  is  blMik. 

9  The  cDoIotiire*  to  this  dflB|iMch  are  miming.    Conoeniag  the  temu  of  settlement,  soc 
poflt,  PPL  866,410,411. 
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1707  propriety  of  sending  out  settlers.  The  first  three  men  who  applied 
7  Oct.  &i'6  iiow  on  board  the  Barwell,  with  their  familys,  amounting  to 
Setti —  eighteen  people.  As  they  proposed  a  capacity  to  make  them- 
selves useful  in  constructing  mills,  Government  has  supplied 
them  with  books  and  plans  to  go  by  ;  and  as  they  were  pecuharlj 
situated,  I  also  obtained  for  each  family  £20,  to  fit  them  and  pay 
their  debts,  also  £5  each  on  their  passage  ;  and  from  the  character 
of  these  people  I  do  not  doubt  but  a  reciprocal  advantage  will  be 
obtained  both  by  them  and  by  Government. 

Respecting  those  who  are  now  the  subject  of  application,  Mr. 
K.*  has  authorised  me  to  settle  that  arrangement,  but  does  not 
wish  any  more  money  to  be  advanced  as  to  the  first  three.  None 
to  go  but  those  with  familys,  and  of  good  character,  and  to 
be  given  fully  to  understand  that  all  they  are  to  expect  from 
A  free  Government  is  a  free  passage  out,  to  have  a  grant,  of  land,  to  be 

^'^^'  supported  twelve  months  from  the  stores,  and  to  have  the  labour 
of  two  convicts  assigned  them  for  that  time,  after  which  period 
they  are  to  maintain  themselves.  This,  you  will  see,  puts  a  stop 
to  any  money  being  given  them,  as  to  the  first  three  settlers.  I 
Lon5on  ^®^^  ^^  family  in  the  west  last  week.  I  came  to  town  with  an 
intention  of  being  relieved  from  the  very  uncertain  state  of  sus- 
pense I  have  been  in  for  this  some  time  past.  I  wish  I  could  say 
that  I  was  at  all  assured  of  what  my  future  motions  are  to  be  ; 
but  everything  has  been,  and  will  be,  done  by  the  department 
with  whom  I  am  connected  ;  but  that  which  I  belong  to — and 
which  I  alone  wish  to  be  considered  by — seems  to  look  upon  me 
as  an  alien.  This,  I  must  confess,  hurts  me  not  a  liltle,  exclusive 
of  the  anxiety  it  occasions  me  on  account  of  my  family ;  but 
patience,  I  hope,  will  work  a  certainty  in  my  favor.  Indeed,  my 
dear  sir,  I  sometimes  think  most  seriously  of  resigning  my  Lieut.- 
iii«  posiuon  Government,  and  throwing  myself  on  the  Admiralty.  If  I  can 
ienice.  got  employed,  and  endeavour  to  merit  my  rank,  it  will  be  well ; 
if  not,  I  must  go  into  Wales  or  Cornwall,  and  take  up  my  spade. 
This,  I  fear,  will  be  the  case,  as  I  cannot  help  saying  that  from 
the  advanced  situation  I  am  in  on  the  list  of  commanders,  I  look 
upon  it  some  professional  disgrace  is  attached  to  those  who  are  of 
such  standing. 

I  beg  your  pardon  for  thus  troubling  you  with  my  concerns : 
but  I  know  your  goodness  and  humanity  will  excuse  that  and 
many  other  liberties  that  are  daily  taken  with  you,  and  which 
your  philanthropy  and  urbanity  has  drawn  on  you.  The  ships  to 
th"cV**iai  ^^^®^®  *^®  Reliance  and  Supply  are  not  yet  launched.  When 
station.  they  are,  and  commissioned  by  the  Admiralty,  I  shall  know  my 
doom.  But,  in  confidence,  I  was  told  by  one  great  man  that 
another  had  said  that  he  did  not  see  any  objection  to  my  getting 
the  step  in  those  ships,  but  that  he  apprehended  a  professional 
objection  from  the  circumstance  of  my  having  been  so  long  in 

*  John  King,  Under  Secretarj  of  the  Home  Depariment 
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what  is  called  a  civil  service ;  but  if  it  is  so,  why  require  the  ser-  1797 
vices  of  a  naval  officer  on  it  ?  On  this  my  pretensions  and  success  ^  q^, 
vfiW  hang. 

Having  had  some  business  the  other  day  with  Mr.  Rose,  I 
mentioned   the  circumstance  about  Gordon's  charts,   dbc,  which 
he  had  so  far  forgotten  that  he  scarcely  remembered  the  applica- 
tion that  had  been  made  to  him,  and  expressed  much  concern  that 
the  then  pressure  of  public  afiairs  made  him  not  pay  that  attention 
to  it  which  the  subject  appeared  to  deserve ;  and  after  expressing 
a  great  desire  to  obtain  them,  I  informed  [him]  that  the  charts  and  S"?*^** 
drawings  of  natural  history  were  in  a  box  under  Captain  Biou's  secretary' 
charge.     He  wished  me  to  introduce  Captain  Riou  to  him,  which  xi^u^j. 
1  did  the  next  day,  and  after  much  conversation  the  result  was 
that  Riou  was  to  write  to  Mrs.  G.  as  from  himself,  and  to  ask 
her  what  she  valued  the  charts,  <&c.,  at ;  and  that  if  the  sum  was 
anjTways  reasonable.  Government  would  make  the  purchase. 

I  b^  my  best  respects  to  Lady  Banks,  and  am,  &c., 

Philip  Gidley  Kino. 

I  shall  leave  town  next  Thursday,  but  if  you  have  any  com- 
mands, a  letter  will  find  me  directed  to  James  Sykcs,  Esq.,  22, 
Arandel-street,  who  is  my  agent. 


Government  and  General  Order.* 

9th  October,  1797.  ooct. 

Parole — Justice.  Countersign — Truth. 

The  many  boats  which  have  been  permitted  to  be  built  for  the  Boat- 
convenience  and  accommodation  of  various  descriptions  of  people  *^*^^^"^- 
within  this  settlement  having  frequently  been  employed  in  carry- 
ing on  a  traffic   which  has  been  repeatedly  forbidden  in  Public 
Orders,  as  well  as  having  been  but  too  frequently  laid  up  in  situa- 
tions from  which  they  cou'd  with  ease  be  removed  undiscovered, 
many  idle,  worthless,  and  ignorant  persons  have  been  encouraged 
by  this  carelessness  and  want  of  attention  to  the  security  of  their 
hoats  to  meditate  an  escape  from  the  colony,  and  from  an  intire  Escapees, 
ignorance  of  the  dangers  to  which  they  expose  their  lives  in  such 
miserable  vessels  they  have  ventured  to  sea,  from  which  it  is  more 
than  probable  they  will  never  return  to  any  shore  whatever.    The 
Governor,  as  well  from  motives  of  humanity  and  a  concern  for  the 
life  of  a  fellow-creature,  as  from  a  duty  he  owes  to  the  public  concerns 
of  this  colony,  considers  it  proper,  in  order  to  prevent  any  unneces- 

*  This  Order  was  published  in  consequence  of  a  number  of  convicts  having  seized  a  boat 
u  Fjffnmatta,  on  the  ni^rht  of  the  2nd  October,  and  succeeded  in  makings  their  escape  from 
^^  wboar.  It  was  surmised  that  the  boat,  which  Collins  described  as  a  very  bad  one, 
»a  foundered  at  sea ;  but  three  months  after  their  escape  the  fugitives  stole  two  boats 
"^  the  Hawkesbury,  in  the  larger  of  which  they  were  supposed  to  have  sailed  northward. 
In  March  following,  however,  they  forwarded  to  Hunter  a  request  for  pardon  and  an  offer  to 
||Te  themselves  up ;  but  as  it  was  suspected  that  they  had  for  some  time  been  Infesting  the 
nawkesburv,  they  were  placed  upon  thehr  trial  for  piracy,  and  two  of  them  executed. 
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1797      mry  applications,  strictly  to  forbid  hereafter  the  building  of  any 
9  Oct      boats  whatever  for  the  use  of  private  persons,  and  to  inf ona  iknosb 
- —       who  are  now  in  possession  of  such  boats  as  are  capable  of  pafssing 
buiidinjyr       between  this  harbor  and  the  Hawkesbury  River,  as  well  as  smaller 
forbidden,     i^oats  which  may  be  employed  within  the  harbor,  that  as  it  is  his 
Excellency's  intention  to  direct  some  trusty  persons  constantly  to 
inspect  the  manner  in  which  boats  are  liud  up  on  shore,  or  are 
secured  afloat,  if  any  are  found  with  oars,  masts,  sails,  or  rudder 
in  them,  when  laid  up  for  the  night,  or  these  mafcerials  not  properl? 
secured  in  the  dwelling  of  the  owner,  he  will  direct;  that  such  boat 
be  immediately  scuttled  and  sunk,  or  laid  on  shore  and  bunt 
And  if  any  boats  ai*e  found  without  a  number  on  their  stem,  or 
Registering  are  not  registered  in  the  list  kept  by  the  Provost-Marshal,  she  shall 
^'*****'          be  destroyed.*     No  person  whatever,  except  the  offieers,  civil  and 
military,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  send  boats  to  ihe  Hawkesbuiy  or 
to  Botany  Bay  without  a  pass  from  the  Oovemor  or  officer  com- 
manding the  military,  or  from  Captain  George  Johnston  or  offici- 
ating magistrates.     The  persons  applying  are  to  give  an  account  of 
their  business,  and  to  deliver  a  list  of  their  boat's  crew,  b^ore  they 
obtain  such  permission. 
Roguiations.      They  are  also  (if  going  to  the  Uawkesbury)  to  show  their  pus 
to  the  commanding  officer  there,   who  will  be  directed  to  seize 
them  if  without.     The  centinels  on  the  wharfs  and  other  places 
where  boats  pass  will  be  directed  to  call  all  boats  which  may 
attempt  to  move  in  the  night  to  then*  post,  and  to  produce  their 
authority  for  moving  such  boat.     All  persons  are  hereby  informed 
that  unless  they  strictly  comply  with  these   Orders  they  will  be 
liable  to  be  £red  at,  as  well  by  the  centinels  as  by  his  Majesty's  ships 
and  veasels,  who  have  each  of  them  similar  instructions.     Those 
persons  who  have  been  at  some  expence  in  providing  boats  for  their 
own  benefit  and  accommodation  are  hereby  informed  that  if  they 
do  not  pay  proper  attention  to  this  Order  their  boats  will  be 
ordered  to  be  laid  up  on  shore,  and  never  after  permitted  to  be 
launched  again.  Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 
14  Oct.  14th  October,  1797. 

Parole— Traced.  Countersign — Dangerous. 

Forgeries.  The  different  forgerys  which  have  lately  been  committed  within 
this  colony,  and  the  means  which  have  been  used  to  prei^ent  asy 
discovery  of  the  principal  persons  concerned  in  so  dangerous  and 
inequitous  a  practice,  renders  it  necessary  that  some  public  notice 
be  taken  of  so  heinous  an  offisnce  against  the  laws  of  this  and  of 
every  other  country,  and  as  the  person  last  convicted  of  this 
dangerous  crime,  and  who  received  sentence  of  death  for  the  same, 
appears  to  be  ignorant  of  the  danger  to  which  be  was  exposing  his 
life,  by  an  attempt  to  utter  or  pass  such  forgery  :    The  Governor 

*  Ante,  p.  <X>. 
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)ias  jadged  it  proper  to  give  out  this  paper  as  a  caution  to  those       1797 

who  for  want  of  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  criminality  of  this     14  oct. 

dangerous  practice  are  too  frequently  made  the  tools  or  instruments       — 

of  those  who  are  more  deeply  skilled  in  such  villainous  transactions,  forced   "^ 

Those  who  can  neither  write  nor  read,  it  has  been  observed,  are  p*p®"- 

frequently  chosen  as  the  fittest  persons  to  be  employed  on  such 

infamous  pnrposes  as  the  uttering  or  passing  those  forgerys,  and 

the  principals  have  contrived  to  remain  undiscovered.     If  there 

are  any  in  the  colony  who  are  really  so  very  ignorant,  they  are  a  cauUon 

hereby  cautioned  to  be  careful  how  tliey  suffer   themselves  to  jL^iJint 

be  led  astray  by  those  who,  more  experienced  in  every  infamous 

transaction,  feel  little  concern  for  the  danger  to  which  they  expose 

those  who  suffer  themselves  to  be  governed  by  such  council ;  or  if 

there  are  any  who  are  either  so  abaudon'd  or  so  thoughtless  and 

incautious  as  not  to  be  aware  of  the  deep  designs  of  their  more 

wicked  and  more  knowing  companions,  they  are  hereby  informed 

that  the  person  who  shall  be  convicted  of  uttering  or  passing  any  * 

bill  or  paper,  knowing  it  to  be  a  forgery,  with  design  to  defraud 

any  other  person,  will  be  as  liable  to  receive  sentence  of  deatli  as 

the  person  who  may  have  forged  it.    The  Governor  earnestly  hopes 

that  this  paper,  which  is  chieiiy  intended  as  a  caution  to  those  who 

maybe  unacquainted  with  the  enormity  and  dangerous  consequences 

of  such  a  crime,  may  have  the  effect  it  is  designed  to  produce  ;  and 

it  is  meant  farther  to  assure  them  that  altho'  pardon  has  been 

upon  more  occasions  than  the  present  extended  to  criminals  of 

this  description,  they  must  not  deceive  themselves  with  an  expec-  no  mercy  to 

tation  that  such  mercy  in  such  cases  will  continue  to  be  shewn —  offenders. 

no,  the  law  shall  take  its  course,  and  justice  be  satisfied. 

'  Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

28th  October,  1797.         28  Oct 
Parole — Avoid.  Countersign — Infamy. 

The  last  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature  which  was  assembled  having 

upon  the  most  clear  and  full  evidence  found , , 

and guilty  of  that  shocking  and  most  heinous  of  crimes  Perjury. 

wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  they  will  this  day  suffer  a  part  of  the 
sentence  which  the  law  directs  to  be  inflicted  upon  criminals  of 
so  dangerous  a  description. 

The  Governor  has  thought  proper  to  mention  this  circumstance 
in  this  public  manner  in  order  that  it  may  serve  as  a  caution  to 
those  who  may,  either  from  real  or  pretended  ignorance,  be  led  or 
advised  to  the  commission  of  a  crime  so  certainly  ruinous  to  both 
their  temporal  and  eternal  welfare.  The  Governor  thinks  it  also 
necessary  to  say  that,  as  he  has  had  frequent  occasion  to  think,  this  JJ^JJ^®"^* 
horrid  practice  has  been  but  too  frequently  resorted  to  in  this  practice, 
vou  III — u 
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28  Got 


Intamous 
for  Uf e. 


colony  for  the  wont  of  all  purposes — ihaii  <A  screemng  gniiiy  pe^ 
sons  from  those  punishments  whidi  our  excellent  lawsicUrect  to  be 
inflicted  on  offenders.  He  is  determined,  wherever  time  is  an 
appearance  of  any  evidence  having  so  far  lost  all  concern  for  the 
danger  to  which  he  exposes  both  his  sonl  and  body  as  to  attoapt 
to  mislead  the  judgement  of  a  Court  by  having  recourse  to  false 
evidence,  he  will  exert  every  just  means  of  bnnging  him  to 
punishment. 

His  Excellency  trusts  that,  as  every^  man  convicted  of  this 
dangerous  breach  of  the  law  is  thereby  rendered  mfamons  as  \<m% 
as  he  lives,  that  no  man  who  has  a  ehaimeter  to  lose  will  associate 
with  such  criminals  least  he  endangers  his  own  reputation,  and  be 
considered  as  a  voluntary  appcover  and  partaiDer  in  Idie  infamy. 

Jko.  HmrrsB. 


4  Nov. 


Ration  of 

wheat 

reduced. 


€U)VBRlfMBNT  ASrO  GsiTERAl.   ObDBB. 

2nd  Novendser,  1797. 
Parole — Promises.  Countersign — Perform. 

The  great  quantity  of  wheat  which  has  long  been  issued,  not  only 
as  bread,  but  as  a  substitute  for  some  otiier  articles,  together  widi 
the  disappointment  experienced  by  the  public  granaiy  in  the  not 
receiving  those  quantities  which  had  been  reported  to  be  ready  for 
delivery  when  called  for,  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  reduce  the 
weekly  ration  of  that  article  to  nine  pounds  pV  man,  whether  free 
or  convict,  and  proportionably  to  women  and  children. 

The  Grovemor,  desirous  of  being  perfectly  understood,  thinks  it 
proper  upon  this  occasion  to  say  that  those  who  may  have  thought 
it  right,  from  whatever  motive  m  this  instance,  to  disappoint 
Government,  he  hopes  will  in  future  have  no  occasion  in  any  way 
to  solicite  its  aid  for  their  own  accommodation. 

Jno.  Hunteb. 


6  Nov. 


An 

attempted 

escape. 


GoVERiriffBNT   AND  GENERAL  ObDER. 

6th  November,  1797. 
Parole — Diligence.  Countersign — Recommends. 

The  Governor  hopes  that  what  he  has  had  occasion  to  say  this  daj 
to  those  ignorant  and  infatuated  people  who  were  detected*  in  an 
attempt  to  escape  from  the  colony  may  have  its  effect  upon  others, 
and  prevent  scliemes  which,  taken  in  any  point  of  view,  aa«^  ever 
pregnant  with  infinite  danger. 

*  The  inddent  referved  to  ia  thua  deacribed  by  CSoUiot  (vol.  ii,  p.  58) :— "  The  tmcmss  with 
which  the  seiiure  of  the  Cumberland  had  been  aooompliflhed,  and  the  sabseqnentescspe  <rf 
tnro  parties  of  oonviots,  induoed  fourteen  othera  to  form  a  ^an  for  takinir  a^'«T  >  bear  lad 
making  a  similav  attempt  at  liberty.  Having  made  a  depot  of  all  the  stores  which  tbey 
meant  to  carry  with  them-,  at  a  place  oonvenlent  for  their  purpose,  tiie  night  was  fixed  ft«r 
tbeir  dapadnrs,  and  they  wereon  the  point  of  embarking  when  to  their  gnat  snzprisstlie? 
found  themselves  surrounded  by  a  party  of  magistrates  and  constables  armed,  who  took 
them  and  their  property  into  ctutody."  On  the  following  day  they  were  sereraly  ponislttd, 
and  sent  up  to  Parnunatta  to  hard  labour. 
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Ignomnt  of  the  danger  to  which  their  lives  are  eaqxMed  iqwn      1797 
tbe  ooeaa  in  a  miaerable  boat,  ignorant  of  the  risk  which  attends     «  Nov. 
them  if  tak«i  in  the  attempt,  and  ignorant  of  the  deep  and  wicked 
designs  of  those  who  pretend  to  a  greater  share  of  wisdom,  a  few 
simple  and  ill-informed  people  have  been  led  into  those  ill-ooncertod 
pians^  in  which  it  will  but  too  often  be  ^und  that  the  sacrifice  of 
those  few  who  are  thought  of  lees  consequence  to  the  general  plan, 
or  are  less  capable  of  rendering  themselves  useful  when  embarked, 
is  a  part  of  the  main  design.    If  near  the  land,  they  are  forced  on  The  folly 
shore  amongst  a  Savage  people,  when  death  is  inevitable ;  or,  if  at  ^u^pta. 
asa^  thrown  ovedboard  to  lighten  their  miaerable  vessel*  and  pre- 
vent, if  possible^  her  foundering.     Let  those  who  are  invited  to 
sach  mad  and  inconsiderate  undertakings  reflect  upon  these  things, 
and  they  will  easily  discover  the  risk  attending  such  wicked  and 
ill-judged  enterprises.  Jno.  Hunter. 

QoYRvemxiST' ASD  GBNBRaii  Obxnbb, 

1  Ith  November,  1797.         u  Nov. 
Parole — LeadenhalL  Countersigiif — Bishopa§pate. 

The  time  for  the  election  of  constables*  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  EiacMon  of 
year  being  arrived,  the  Governor  desires  that  the  inhabitants  <rf  ^^o™***^'"- 
the  diflbrent  town  and  country  districts  do  meet  immediately  and 
proceed  to  the  choice  of  those  men  whom  ihej  are  desirous  shou'd 
take  upon  them  that  <^ce  in  their  respective  districts  for  the  next 
twelve  months,  and  make  their  return  of  the  names  so  chosen  to 
the  magistrates  by  Wednesday,  ye  15th  instant. 

Jno.  Hunteb. 

GoVERlfOR   HUNTBB  TO   SBCBBTARY   NePBAN. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  19th  Nov.,  1797.         iqnov. 

Having  in  my  letter  of  August  lastf  written  you,  for  the 
iofonoation  of  their  Lordships,  an  account  of  the  very  decayed 
state  of  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Supply,  and  her  consequent  con- 
demnation, I  have  now  the  additional  concern  of  requesting  you 
will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  their  Lordships  the  enclosed  report  of 
a  survey  which,  in  consequence  of  the  feeble  and  leaky  state  of  ^"JJf- 
the  Reliance,  I  had  found  it  necessary  to  direct  might  be  held  TOndition 
upon  her  defects.     She  returned  from  the  Cape  to  this  port,  as  ^^Smce. 
the  Supply  had  done,  with  her  pumps  going.     I  have,  as  well  as 
our  intire  deficiency  of  every  article  of  naval  stores  would  admit, 
hove  down  the  ReUance,  and  found  that  several  of  her  butts  in 
the  guard-board  streak  were  intirely  destitute  of  oakham,  and 
that  there  is  much  reason  to  believe  from  her  weak  condition  that 
she  will  be  frequently  liable  to  spring  leaks  of  this  nature.     I 

*  Ante.  yp.  les,  182;  post,  pp.  489,  SIS. 

t  The  letter  in  which  Hunter  reported  the  UDMaworthy  condition  of  H.H.S.  Supply  was 
<hted  l«h  July,  17OT.- Ante,  p.  278; 


308  HISTOEICAL  BECOEDS  OF   NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

1797  mean,  however,  to  give  her,  by  a  complete  set  of  riders  fore  and 
19  Nov.  &ft,  as  much  strength  as  possibla  My  chief  anxiety  proceeds 
from  the  disappointment  of  her  services  for  the  present  season, 
and  the  intire  loss  of  those  of  the  Supply,  the  fittest  ship  of  the 
two  for  this  service. 
Ka^al  stores.  I  know  it  to  be  improper  in  this  way  to  request  a  supply  of 
naval  stores  for  the  use  of  our  floating  craft  in  this  colony,  and 
that  my  ^plication  shou'd  be  to  his  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State; 
but  I  am  apprehensive  a  multiplicity  of  business  of  more  imme- 
diate importance,  and  the  being  less  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 
that  distress  which  the  want  of  such  indispensible  necessaries  occa- 
sions, my  applications  ali^eady  made  may  have  been  overlooked. 

I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 
[Enclosure.] 
Survey  of  Reliance. 
In  pui-suance  of  an  order  from  John  Hunter,  Esqr.,  first  captain 
of  his  Majesty's  ship  Reliance,  &c.,  &c.,  <fec., — 
Survey         We  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  having  taken  a  strict 
Reliance,      and  careful  survey  on  his  Majesty *s  ship  Reliance,  do  find  as 
follows : — 

The  hull  being  in  a  weak  and  feeble  state  it  is  necessary  to 
have  riders  fore  and  aft,  and  standers  between  the  riders  to  each 
deck,  additional  bolts  to  the  brest-hooks  and  transoms  where  they 
can  be  got  in,  some  hanging  knees  in  the  after  part  of  the  quarter- 
deck to  support  the  stern. 

The  topside  waterways  timber  head  stantions,  <kc.,  in  want 
caulking ;  one  of  the  beams  in  the  fore  cockpit  sprung  and  in 
want  of  securing.  After  the  whole  of  the  shipwright's  work  is 
compleated  to  have  her  compleatly  caulked. 

A  leak  close  to  the  keel  in  the  gar  board  streak  on  the  larboard 
side,  which  will  render  it  necessary  to  have  the  ship  hove  down. 
The  plank  sheer  so  much  split  and  decayed,  together  with  the 
quarter-deck  stantions,  that  it  is  necessary  the  whole  of  the  plank 
sheer  and  those  stantions  should  be  replaced  with  new  ones. 

Until  the  plank  sheer  is  taken  off  we  are  unable  to  assertain 
whether  the  waterways  are  fit  to  remain  in  the  ship. 

Thos.  Moore. 
Jno.  Coldwell. 
William  Stevensox. 
Robert  Scott. 

Captain  Kent  to  Secretary  Nepean. 

Supply,  Port  Jackson,  New  South  Wales, 
Sir,  19th  November,  1797. 

I  beg  you  will  inform  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  on  the  first  of  July  last,  by  permission  of  his  Excellency 
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Oovenior  Hunter,  I  sent  Mr.  Archd.  Armstrong,  master  of  his      1797 
Majesty's  ai-med  vessel  under  my  command,  in  a  small  sloop  of     19  i^ov. 
about  ten  tons,  in  company  with  the  Francis,  Colonial  schooner,  j^Zf]u 
to  bring  away  the  crew  of  a  ship  from  Bengal,  called  the  Sydney  master  of  ^ 
Cove,  which  was  wrecked  upon  the  eastern  coast  of  tliis  island,  ***®  supply, 
in  latitude  40"  37'  S.*     After  having  taken  on  board  the  com- 
mander and  those  who  remained  alive,  they  sailed  together  for 
this  place,  but  being  overtaken  by  a  violent  storm  and  seperated, 
the  Francis  arrived  alone  about  the  end  of  the  month,  since  which 
time  the  sloop  has  never  been  heard  of,  in  consequence  of  which 
I  have  every  reason  to  believe  Mr.  Armstrong  and  the  whole  on 
board  have  perished.      I  am  extremely  sorry  to  add,  this  unfor- 
tunate man,  in  his  endeavour  to  make  himself  of  use,  has  left  three 
infant  orphan  children.  I  have,  ikc, 

Wm.  Kent. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

24th  November.         24  Nov. 
Parole — Reaping.  Countersign — Wheat. 

The  harvest  being  now  in  its  commencement  throughout  the 
different  districts  of  the  colony,  the  Governor  judges  it  necessary 
to  remind  those  who  are  particularly  engaged  in  it,  of  the  accidents  Accidents 
which  befel  many  last  year  from  the  very  careless  manner  in  S]^.  **"***' 
which  they  attended  to  the  security  of  their  wheat-stacks  from 
iircf  He  therefore  recommends  to  their  particular  attention  in 
the  present  season  to  be  cautious  by  enclosing  their  stacks  with  a 
paling  or  wattle  hedge,  or  any  means  which  may  stop  the  progress 
of  fire,  and  to  hoe  up  and  clean  rake  the  ground  and  dig  a  small 
ditch  at  some  distance  round  their  grain  and  dwellings. 

These  precautions,  which  will  not  be  attended  with  much  labor, 
may  serve  to  prevent  those  losses  by  which  so  many  suffered  incendiaries 
severely  last  year.  His  Excellency  considers  it  also  neces.sary  to 
inform  the  settlers  in  general,  as  well  as  all  others  concerned  in 
fanning,  that  some  of  those  villains  who  are,  and  have  been,  a 
pest  to  the  industrious  ever  since  their  arrival  in  the  colony, 
have  again  absconded  from  their  works,  and  have  betaken  them- 
selves to  an  idle  and  mischievous  life  amongst  the  natives;  it 
therefore  becomes  necessary  that  they  be  narrowly  watched,  and 
secured  as  early  as  possible.  For  this  purpose,  all  constables, 
watchmen,  and  othera  are  hereby  strictly  enjoy ned  to  use  every 
possible  diligence  in  detecting  them,  and  if  by  any  means  they  can 
convey  information  to  them,  and  to  the  natives  with  whom  they 
may  associate,  that  wherever  they  are  found,  if  they  cannot  be 
immediately  secured,  they  will  be  fired  at  as  the  only  means  left  to  be  taken 
of  preventing  the  mischiefs  and  i-obberys  they  commit ;  and  the  **'  "**^** 
natives  will,   in  consequence  of  the  encouragement  they  afford 

*  Ante,  p.  S78  (note) ;  and  Appendix  A.  t  Ante,  p.  219,  and  post,  pp.  491,  ri4. 
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24  Nov. 


20  Nov. 

Collins 
willing  to 
return. 


Would 
prefer  to 
remain  in 
England. 


80  Nov. 
Civil. 


Military. 


them,  be  liable  also  to  be  fired  at  if  white  men  are  seen  a 
them.  This  caution  to  the  natives  may  be  conveyed  to  them  by 
such  of  their  countrymen  as  live  amongst  us,  and  may  prevent 
their  suffering  those  vagabonds  from  continuing  amongst  them, 
to  the  danger  of  the  loss  of  life  to  many  inoffensive  people. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Judge-Advocate  Collins  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  No.  6,  Poland-street,  29th  November,  1797. 

Since  I  had  the  honour  of  a  conference  with  your  Grace,  I 
have  seriously  weighed  the  tendency  of  your  question  respecting 
my  objection  to  climate.  I  now  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Grace  the 
consideration  of  climate  shall  not  interfere  with  ray  accepting  such 
a  situation  as  you  may  be  pleased  to  think  my  long,  and  I  trust 
I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  faithful  services,  have  merited,  in  a 
country  where  little  more  than  dangers  and  hardships  have  been 
my  reward. 

I  must  at  the  same  time  acknowledge  that  as  I  have  been  so 
many  years  exiled  from  my  country  and  dearest  connexions,  I 
should  greatly  prefer  an  employment  in  England  ;  but  if  such 
cannot  be  my  good  fortune,  I  must  submit  and  throw  myself  upon 
your  Grace's  goodness  for  sending  me  abroad  in  such  a  manner  as 
may  in  some  measure  repay  me  for  the  loss  of  my  so  lately-regained 
happiness,  as  well  as  that  I  sustain  from  being  deprived  of  my 
rank  in  the  Marine  Corps,  with  several  other  unlucky  circum- 
stances which  my  unfortunate  detention  in  New  South  Wales 
occasioned. 

I  shall  not  longer  intrude  upon  your  Grace's  valuable  time  than 
to  assure  you  that  whatever  employment  you  may  hold  me  worthy 
of  shall  be  discharged  with  the  most  unremitted  attention  to  the 
interest  of  my  Sovereign  and  credit  to  your  patronage. 

I  have,  &c., 
David  Collins. 

State  of  the  Settlement  on  Norfolk  Island,  November  30th,  1797. 


Lieiitttiiant-Govenior  of  Norfolk 

Isknd 

Deputy  Judge- Advocate 
Dej>uty  Provost-Marshal 
Assistant  Surgeon 
Deputy  Conimissary 


Captain  Commandant 
Lieuteaants 


Civil  Departmmt. 


Serjeants  .. 
Corporals  . 
Dnimmtti 


Saperintendants,  Storekeepers, 

1            Ac 4 

1  Women 1 

1  Children  above  10  years  old  ...  2 

1  Children  above  2  years  old    ...  4 

1  Children  under  2  years  ^d    ...  1 

MilUary  Department, 

...       1  Privates 88 

...       1  Women  ...        2 

3  Children  above  10  years  c^d  ...  1 

2  Children  above  2  years  old    ..  ^ 
2  Children  under  2  years  old    ...  2 

...      2 


State  of  the  Settlement  on  Korfolk  laknd,  Nov.  30 — cofUd 


311 


Men         

Women 

Childnn  Above  10  yean  old 


Men 
Women 


People  not  VidualUd/rom  the  Public  Stores, 

159      Children  above  2  years  old 

66     Children  under  2  years  old 
2 


Free  People 


Men 


Men         

Women 

Children  above  10  yean  old 


Free  People, 

...    33      Children 

...      3 

SetUers  from 
...    17      Convicts 

JBmemeipaied. 

...     18      Women 

Oonviete, 

335      Children  above  2  yean  old 


1997 

aoiTor. 

31  Free  people. 
19 


10 


45 


Convict*. 


151 
13 


Children  under  2  yean  old 


115 

49 


J^umbers  on  the  difermt  BaJtmnn^ 

Whole      367  Nnmber  victualled   from   the 

Two-thirdfl          120         Stores 

Half         97  Wholenumberat  Full  Ration 

Quarter 35  Number  in  the  Settlement     ... 


495 
875 


Weeks  Provisions  in  the  Stores  eU  tJie  Established  JRcUion, 

Floor,  0 ;  maize,  0         0      Peaae      

Beef         14      Sugar      

Pork        18 

Zaohh.  Clark,  Dcpy.  Commissary. 


Keturn  of  Stock,  public  and  private,  on  Norfolk  Island,  30th 
November,  1797. 


i 

1 

S 

1 

A^ 

1 

1 

SwtaiG. 

•2 
1 

1 

Do          onPhimplalaiid  .... 
<^vn  -ml  MiHtery 

6 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 

20 

24 
126 
94 

28 

126 
176 
128 

40 
Unknown. 
266 
3,772 

•• 

6 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 

sni 

462 

4.078 

Live  stock. 
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1797  Government  and  General  Order. 

.2  Dec.  2nd  December,  1797. 

Parole — Preserve.  Countersign — Stock. 

The  great  number  of  useless  dogs  which  the  people  in  and  aljout 

A  public       *^^^'  town  of  Sydney  have  thought  proper  to  rear  have  now  become 

nuisance,      a  public  nuisance,  and  as  the  many  complaints  which  have  been 

made  to  the  Governor  of  the  mischiefs  they  are  daily  committing 

renders  it   necessary  that   some  notice  be  taken  of  them,  the 

inhabitants  are  hereby  informed  that  they  are  not  to  rear  more 

of  those  animals  than  may  be  necessaiy  for  the  protection  of  their 

dwellings  and  gardens,  and  that  they  are  to  be  careful  to  keep 

them  at  home  for  that  purpose,  as  they  will  be  liable  to  pay  for 

^ih'^^^k  *^^  *^®  injury  they  commit  upon  the  live  stock  of  others,  which 

'  it  has  been  observed  they  have  of  late  destroyed  considerable 

quantitys  of,  particularly  poultry  and  goats.     If  they  are  at  any 

time  seen  pursuing  stock  of  any  kind,  except  when  it  may  he 

necessary  to  hunt  them  out  of  gardens  or  other  enclosures,  those 

who  may  discover  them  are  hereby  enjoyned  to  shoot  or  otherwise 

destroy  them ;  and,  if  possible,  to  discover  their  owner,  in  order 

that  the  sufferer  may,  by  the  decision  of  a  magistrate,  recover 

damages.  Jno.  Hunter. 


THE  DISCOVERY  OF  BASS  STRAIT. 

3  Dec.      Mr.  Bass's*  Journal  in  the  Whaleboat,  between  the  3rd  of 
December,  1797,  and  the  25th  of  February,  1798. 

[Printed  from  a  manuscript  in  the  possession  of  the  Hon.  P.  G.  King, 

M.L.C.] 

The  start.  Sunday,  Deer.  3rd. — At  6  p.m.  we   rowed  out  between  the 

Heads,  and  finding  the  wind  at  N.E.  by  E.  set  the  sails  and  stood 

*  Georgfc  Bass,  suroeon  of  H.M.S.  Reliance,  was  permitted  by  Hunter  to  take  six  seaoien 
and  six  weeks'  provisions  in  a  whaleboat,  to  explore  the  coast  south  of  Sydney.  He  wvs  absent 
twelve  weeks,  and  before  his  return  demonstrated  the  existence  of  a  strait  between  Tasniania 
and  Australia.  At  the  time  he  undertook  this  journey  he  was  thirty-four  years  of  a|^,  and 
yna  deroribed  by  his  father-in-law  in  a  letter  to  ihc  British  Government,  written,  it  is  sup- 
posed, in  1813,  as  "Six  foot  high,  dark  complexion,  wears  spectacles,  a  very  penetrating 
countenance."  In  February*,  1803,  he  sailed  from  Port  Jackson  in  the  brig  Venus,  for  South 
America,  to  procure  salt  meat  and  live  cattle  for  the  setUement  He  infooned  his  brother- 
in-law.  Captain  Waterhouse,  of  H.M  S.  Reliance,  in  a  letter,  written  a  few  hours  before  he 
sailed  on  the  voyage  from  which  he  was  destined  never  to  return,  that  he  proposed  to  call  in 
at  Dusky  Bay,  New  Zealand,  where  the  wreck  of  the  Endeavour  lay  ;  Ihenproceed  for  seal- 
skins to  the  islands  lying  farther  south,  and  finally,  to  makJa  the  coast  of  Chili  in  search  of 
•rovisions,  &c.,  for  New  South  Wales.  With  this  last  object  in  view,  he  informed  Wate^ 
_jousc  that  he  had  been  provided  by  Governor  King  with  a  "very  diplomatic-looking  certifi- 
cate.'* Amongst  a  number  of  papers  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Pownall,  solicitor,  of  RusseQ 
Square,  London,  is  the  following  statement  :— 

"  London,  May  10th,  1811. 

"In  or  about  the  year  1803,  a  brig  named  the  Harrington,  Captain  William  Campbell, 
master,  arrived  at  Port  Jackson  from  the  coast  of  Peru,  and  brought  Intelligence  that  the 
Venus  had  been  taken  by  the  Spaniards  -  that  Mr.  G.  Bass  and  Mr.  Scott,  mate,  bad,  to- 
gether with  the  crew,  been  sent  either  to  the  mines  or  further  inland.  A  Spanish  gentleman 
with  whom  Captain  Campbell  was  trading  told  him  that  Mr.  Bass  was  taken  when  landin^^ 
in  his  boat,  and  that  the  vessel  was  seized  afterwards.  Captain  Campbell  had  been  to  Quito, 
to  Valparaiso,  and  to  Valdivia ;  but  it  is  uncertain  at  which  of  those  places  the  uSair 
happened." 
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to  the  southward.     At  9  we  anchored  in  Little  Harbour,*  three      1797 
miles  on  this  side  of  Botany  Bay,  for  the  night  looked  squally  s  to  o  Dec. 
and  uncertain,  and  things  had  not  yet  found  their  proper  places  » ..4,"^ 
in  the  boat 

At  5  a.in.t  we  sailed  to  the  southward  with  a  light  bi-eeze  at 
north  At  8,  when  within  3  or  4  miles  of  Watamowley,  the  wind, 
after  wavering  about  for  some  time,  flew  round  to  W.S.W.  and 
blew  violently ;  we  therefore  took  in  the  sails  and  pulled  in  under 
the  cliffs  in  expectation  of  reaching  Watamowley,  but  the  wind  ^^  ^^ 
coming  round  further  to  the  southward  we  bore  up  and  went  into 
Port  Hacking. 

Monday,  4th.— P.M. :  Gales  at  W.S.W.  A.M.  5:  Being  mode- 
rate, we  sailed,  but  at  8  the  wind  headed  in  flurries  ;  we  therefore 
vent  into  Watamowley,  being  then  abreast  of  it. 

Tuesday,  5th. — P.M.  :  At  1  sailed  with  a  fresh  sea-breeze  at 
N.R,  and  at  sunset  passed  the  five  islands  laying  off  Hat  Hill.  Hat  niii. 
It  was  calm  all  night,  but  in  the  morning  we  stood  along  the  land 
with  a  light  air  almost  at  east,  which  continued  until  noon,  when 
our  latitude  was  34"  36'. 

Wednesday,  6th. — P.M.:  At  1  the  air  of  wind  freshened  up 
into  a  breeze,  and  at  the  same  time  southemed  so  much  that  we 
could  not  lay  along  the  land ;  we  therefore  went  into  a  bight  and 
anchored.  J 

The  shore  in  this  bight,  and  also  for  some  distance  on  each  side 
of  it,  bears  evident  marks  of  volcanic  fire.  Several  of  the  little 
beads  and  points  are  of  a  basaltic  nature ;  some  irregular,  others 
columnar  basaltis.  Upon  landing,  I  perceived,  near  the  extremity  ^t^^^ 
of  one  of  the  heads,  the  rocks  laying  scattered  about  in  a  very 
irregular  manner,  and  upon  examination  it  appeared  that  a  volcanic 

Endorsed  upon  the  back  of  the  foregoing^  statement  is  the  following  inemoraDdum  in 
another  hand  :— 

"  Ueat't  Fitnnaurice  was  at  Valparaiso  and  St  Jago  de  Chili  in  the  months  of  September 
aad  October,  1808,  and  at  Lima  from  November  follonving  till  April  of  the  next  year.  The 
vbole  of  the  British  priaoneiB  remaininfp  in  the  Vice-Royalties  of  Peru  and  Chili,  and  the 
Pronnoes  of  Conception,  were  released,  mhI  eent  to  Europe. 

"  If  such  a  penon  had  been  taken  at  Valdivia,  he  would  have  been  sent  to  one  of  the  above- 
mentioned  places. 

"A  person  of  the  name  of  Bass,  as  well  as  I  can  recollect,  I  heard  of  being  in  Lima,  five  or 
nx  yean  before  I  went  there.  Wm.  Fftziiaurick.'' 

The  foUovinjf  letter,  the  original  of  which  is  in  the  Record  Ofilce  in  London,  throws  some 
liRht  on  the  probable  fate  of  this  imfortunate  navigator  ;— 

*'  Liverpool,  New  South  Wales,  15th  December,  1817. 

"  I  have  just  heard  a  report  that  Mr.  Bass  is  alive  yet  in  South  America.  A  captn.  of  a 
ve«el  belonging  to  this  port,  trading  among  the  islands  to  the  cast,  fell  in  with  a  whaler, 
ukI  the  captn.  informed  he  had  seen  such  a  person,  and  described  the  person  of  Mr. 
^an.  The  captn.  of  a  vessel  out  of  this  port  knowing  Mr.  Bass  well,  he  is  of  a  belief,  the 
uaciiption  that  the  master  of  the  whaler  gives  of  him,  it's  certainly  Mr.  Bass— being  a  doctor 
^^which  is  still  a  stronger  reason.  I  am,  &c.,         Tiios.  Moorb. 

Some  interesting  particulars  concerning  Bass's  early  life  are  given  in  Sidney's  "Three 
Colonies  of  Aostealia,"  p.  80  (noteX 

Itftill  be  noticed  that  Bass  makes  no  allusion  In  this  Journal  to  the  seven  escaped  conviota 
vbom  Collins  states  (voL  ii,  p.  94)  he  found  on  an  island  when  returning  to  Port  Jackson. 

*  Now  known  as  LitUe  Bay. 

t  In  following  Bass's  movements,  it  must  he  borne  in  mind  that  the  times  given  in  this 
joanial  are  those  of  the  nautical  day,  which  was  reckoned  from  noon  to  noon. 

{evidently  the  bight  of  which  Point  Bass  forms  the  southern  extremity. 
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1707      eruption  bad  formerly  taken  place  there.    The  earth  for  a  Gonsidcr- 
0  to  7  j}ec.  &bl®  distance  round,  in  a  form  approaohing  to  that  of  a  oiiQle, 

seemed  to  have  given  way  ;  it  was  now  a  green  slope. 
voi^oT  ^'  Towards  the  centre  was  a  deep  ragged  hole  of  about  26  or  3fi 
action.  feet  in  diameter,  and  on  one  side  of  it  the  sea  washed  in  through  a 
subterraneous  passage  with  a  most  tremendous  noise.  The  pieces 
of  rodk  that  lay  scattered  about  had  all  been  burnt,  bat  some  were 
in  a  state  of  sooria. 

Nothing  can  be  said  as  to  the  soil,  for  the  easternmost  part  of 
the  Blue  Mountains  comes  to  the  sea  here.*  At  10  p.m.,  the  wind 
coming  at  east,  we  stood  to  the  southward. 
JervisBay.  Thursday,  7th. — P.M  :  At  1  passed  Long  Nose  Point,  to  the 
southward  of  which  the  coast  bights  backs  considerably  to  the 
westward,  and  forms  a  long  bay,  whose  southern  extremity  is 
terminated  by  Gape  St.  George,  t 

At  5,  seeing  an  opening  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay,^  we  judged  it 
to  be  an  inlet,  and  ran  down  to  it,  but  found  it  to  be  a  shallow 
lagoon,  with  a  bar  breaking  all  across  the  mouth ;  we  therefore 
rowed  on  along  the  bay  for  a  rooky  projecting  point  that  promised 
fair  for  affording  shelter,  and  at  6  came  up^  with  it,  and  found  a 
small  river,  into  which  we  went.  This  litde  place,  which  deserves 
no  better  a  name  than  Shoals  Haven,  for  it  is  not  properly  a  river, 
is  very  narrow  at  the  entrance,  the  south  side  of  which  is  formdd 
by  the  rocky  point,  and  the  north  by  a  breaking  spit  of  sand  that 
runs  out  from  a  sandy  point ;  within  it  widens,  but  the  channel, 
though  deep,  is  very  small,  the.greater  part  being  filled  up  by  shoals 
of  mud  and  sand. 

The  country  round  it  is  in  general  low  and  swampy,  and  the  soil 
for  the  most  part  is  rich  and  good,  but  seemingly  much  subject  to 
extensive  inundations. 

There  are,  however,  at  6  or  8  miles  back  from  the  head  of  ^ 
west  branch,  many  thousand  acres  of  open  ground  which  never 
can  be  overflowed,  whose  soil  is  a  rich  vegetable  mould. 

These  extensive  openings  must  formerly  have  been  swamps,  hut 
now  filled  up  by  repeated  floodings  and  the  annual  decay  of  vege- 
table growth. 

Patches  and  points  of  trees,  the  islands,  and  points  of  the  former 
swamps  still  remain  to  shew  what  the  country  has  once  been. 

The  vicinity  of  that  body  of  mountains  wMch  we  call  the  Blae 
Mountains  does  not  a  little  contribute  towards  keeping  this  part 
of  the  low  land  wetter  than  it  would  otherwise  be.     From  Long 

*^  This  range  of  mountains,  which  Ban  regarded  as  a  ooattanianoe  of  the  Bhie  HoDBtete 
is  now  known  ss  the  IHMnna  Range,  and  nms  in  a  N.E.  direction  from  Kaagalooii  to  bk 
coast-line  near  Coal  aiif. 

t  Captain  Cook  first  sighted  the  cape  now  known  as  C^ie  St.  Oeoi|re  on  S4th  Aixil,l770. 
Hawkesworth  (vol.  iii,  p.  487)  states  that  the  name  given  to  the  point  wss  Ospe  Qeom ;  tot 
in  all  Cook's  maps,  and  In  that  which  Hawkesworth  published,  it  appears  osCipe  Sk  (kap. 

t  It  will  be  seen  by  the  memonndnm  at  the  oondiiston  of  this  journal  (post,  p.  SSS)unt 
Bass  had  been  misled  by  Bowen's  oaloolatioBs.  l!lie  point  Bass  hsre  refers  to  aslov  N«k 
Point  is  evidently  that  at  the  oorttiera  extmnity  of  SereB-mile  BmOx. 
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Nose  Point  they  nm  inland  about  S.W.,  and  form  to  the  country  17V7 
here  as  oompiete  a  barrier  to  the  north  and  west  as  they  do  at  7  to  lo  Dec. 
Port  Jaokson  to  the  south  and  west  Here,  indeed,  their  southern 
extremity — l^at  is,  that  point  of  them  which  is  formed  by  their 
turning  off  sharp  to  the  north-west — ^is  perfectly  distinct,  whereas 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  we  are  as  completely  shut  in 
by  them  to  the  northwavd  as  to  the  southward,  though  that  part 
has  not  yet  been  traced. 

The  Blue  Mountains,  in  short,  appear  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  Sapposed 
body  of  mountains  that,  getting  up  somewhere  to  the  northward —  Sie^ioe 
where,  we  cannot  tell,  but  not  very  far,  I  am  well  convinced,  on  Mountains, 
the  north  side  of  Port  Stephens,  perhaps  at  Cape  Hawke — run 
southerly  in  about  a  S.b.W.  or  S.S.  W.  direction  as  far  as  the  Cow 
Ptettties,  and  then  turn  away  eastward  and  come  to  the  sea  18 
or  20  nules  to  the  southward  of  Botany  Bay.      Their  breadth 
where  they  come  to  the  sea  is  about  25  or  30  miles,  but  I  suspect 
that  as  they  advance  northward  their  breadth  decreases. 

During  my  examination  of  the  country  back  of  Shoals  Haven  shoAis 
I  fell  in  with  an  arm  of  water  that,  upon  tracing  down  to  the  sea,  ^y^^ 
I  found  to  be  the  main  stream  of  the  barred  lagoon  that  we  had 
in  vain  attempted  to  enter.  It  runs  about  9  or  10  miles  west- 
ward until  it  strikes  upon  the  mountains  laying  S.W.,  and  then 
enters  them  with  high  rocky  banks  similar  to  those  of  the  Grose, 
Tench,'*  and  George's  Rivers,  on  this  side  the  mountains.  The  south 
bank  of  this  arm  is  a  slip  of  soil  exactly  resembling  the  banks  of 
the  Hawkesbury.  At  its  ba<^  lie  the  extensive  plains  already 
spoken  of. 

However  capable  the  soil  of  this  country  might,  npon  a  more 
accurate  investigation,  be  found  to  be  of  agricultural  improve- 
ment, certain  it  is  that  the  difficulty  of  shipping  off  the  produce  Absence  of 
must  evei*  remain  a  bar  to  its  colonization.      A  nursery  of  cattle  hwrbouw. 
might  perhaps  be  carried  on  here  with  advantage,  and  that  sort 
of  produce  ships  off  itself. 

The  tide  in  Shoals  Haven  rises  7  df>  8  feet,  and  flows  full,  and  The  tide, 
changes  about  half-past^.     Hie- ebb  shoots  down  strong.     The 
latitude  of  it  I  made  to  be  34**  52'. 

Sunday,  lOtfa. — ^P.M. :  ^,  sailed  to  the  southward  with  a  strong 
hreeze  at  N.E.  At  2  paned  Oape  St.  George,  in  which  I  suspect 
there  is  a  vein  of  coal,  but  altho'  I  took  some  pains  when  at  Port 
Jervis  to  get  down  upon  the  face  of  the  cliff,  yet  I  never  could 
approach  near  enough  to  aseertain  whether  it  was  coal  or  only  slate. 

At  3  entered  Jervis  Bay.     This  is  a  wide  open  bay  of  a  very  Jcnis  Bay. 
unpTomirfug  appearance  upon  first  entering  it.    On  the  north  and 
K.E,  aide,  ftnom  Point  Perpendicular  to  Cuckold's  Point,!  the  shore 

*  Nov  known  u  the  Nepean  River. 

t  Itvflt  be  eeei^  from  ttie  mMnoHaBdum  aiteeiied  to  Od«  Joanal  that  Ctaokold'B  Point  waa 
denUcal  with  the  Long  Nose  Point  of  Oaptain  Cook.-  Poat,  p.  S82. 
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1797  is  steep  rocks ;  one  beach  and  a  little  cove,  which,  from  being  the 
10  Dec.  only  place  we  found  fresh  water  in,  I  have  called  Freshwater  Cove, 
excepted.  There  are  two  streams  of  water  in  this  cove,  and  large 
holes  like  tanks,  seemingly  always  full  Any  launch  might  at  half- 
tide  fill  her  casks  with  a  hose,  baling  it  out  of  the  tank  into  the 
Point*^^*  mouth  of  the  hose.  Between  Cuckold's  Point,  which  is  a  loDg 
rocky  point  like  an  artificial  pier,  and  the  northernmost  beach  ou 
this  north  side  is  what  appears  to  be  the  most  proper  place  for 
anchoi*age.  Even  here  ships  are  not  landlocked ;  but  I  conjecture, 
from  a  comparison  of  the  large  swell  rolling  into  the  mouth  of  the 
bay  with  the  smoothness  of  the  water  in  this  anchoring-place  at 
the  time  we  were  there,  that  they  might  at  most  or  all  times  ride 
in  safety,  and  even  with  ease  to  themselves  and  ground-tackling. 
The  N.  W.,  west,  and  south  sides  are  all  shoal  beaches,  with  a  heavy 
surf  breaking  upon  them. 
Bowen'8  Bowen's  Island  lies  about  a  fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  south 

point  of  the  bay,  but  nothing  larger  than  boats  can  pass  between, 
on  account  of  reefs  that  run  out  from  each  and  nearly  join.    Oif 
a  little  beach  upon  the  inner  part  of  the  island  there  appears  to 
be  shelter  for  shipping,  with  the  wind  as  far  round  as  S.E.,  in 
about  8  fathoms,  on  a  firm  sandy  bottom. 
Nature  of         The  country  round  the  bay  is  in  general  barren.     The  north 
conntiy.^"  sido  is  rocky,  brushy,  and  heathy.     The  west  is  low  and  swampy, 
but  sandy.      In  patches  of  a  few  score  acres  the  ground  runs 
tolerably  good,  but  these  are  distant  from  each  other,  and  too 
much  intersected  by  lagoons  and  salt  swamps  to  promise  any  ad- 
vantage by  cultivation.    The  south  is  grassy  and  brushy,  and  might 
serve  for  the  pasturage  of  cattle.      The  bay  near  its  mouth  seems 
at  some  past  period  to  have  undergone  a  change  of  form  by  the 
operation  of  volcanic  fire.     The  rocks  on  the  N.E.  side  bear  strong 
marks  of  it,  and  being  disposed  in  parallel  layers,  their  declination 
from  the  horizontal  line  is  sufficiently  evident.     Their  fall  has 
Pumice-       been  to  the  westward.     Great  quantiti^  of  pumice-stone  are  lying 
^^^^'  scattered  about  to  some  distance  along  the  shore.     Bowen's  Idand 

has  altogether  suffered  an  alteration  by  the  earth  under  its  western 
side  giving  way.  The  parallel  strata  now  make  with  the  surface 
of  the  sea  an  angle  of  not  less  than  14  or  18  degrees. 

The  north  part  of  the  bay  bights  in  so  far  that  all  the  N.E. 

shore  of  it,  together  with  the  coast  on  northward  as  far  as  Cape  St. 

Supposed      George,*  a  distance  of  14  or  15  miles,  is  nothing  more  than  a  very 

K!pe*st.^     narrow-necked  peninsula  ;  the  south  part  of  the  bottom  of  the  bay, 

Georife.        between  Long  Nose  and  Cape  George,  being  not  more  than  three 

or  four  hundred  yards  distant  from  the  north  part  of  Jervis  Bay. 

In  the  sketch  Capt.  Bowen  has  given  of  this  bay  he  lays  down 

a  conjectural  river  10  or  11  miles  north  of  Point  Perpendicular. 

*  Bass,  misled  by  Bowen's  daU,  placed  Cape  St.  George  to  the  north  instead  of  to  the 
Bouth  of  Jervis  Bay.— Post,  p.  332. 
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I  walked  over  and  examined  this  place,  but  found  it  to  be  only  a       1797 
Jeep  notch  in  the  cliffs,  without  landing-place  or  shelter  for  vessels  lo  to  n  Dec. 
of  any  kind. 

Wednesday,  13th. — At  9  a.m.  sailed,  with  a  fresh  N.R  sea- 
breeze.  At  noon  our  latitude  was  35^  16',  the  Pidgeon  House 
l/eariug  west. 

Thursday,  14th.— P.M. :  Wind  fresh,  N.E.  At  3  passed  an 
island,  laying  S.E.  from  the  Pidgeon  House,  upon  which  we  p™«»j 
observed  a  pole  or  stump  sticking  on  so  high  and  conspicuous  a 
part  that  we  had  every  reason  to  believe  some  shipwrecked  persons 
had  erected  it  there.  There  was  too  heavy  and  fiery  a  following 
sea  for  us  to  dare  to  haul  up  for  it  now ;  we  therefore  left  it  for 
our  return.* 

At  5  we  entered  Bateman  Bay. 

Bateman  Bay  falls  far  short  of  that  respectable  figure  it  makes  Batenmn's 
in  the  charts,  for  its  depth  back  is  not  more  than  a  mile,  and  its 
length  a  mile  and  three-fourths  or  two  miles.  It  has  a  high  steep 
north  head,  behind  which  it  runs  in  northerly  about  a  fourth  of  a 
nule,  but  there  is  no  she]ter  except  merely  from  northerly  winds. 
Even  in  the  furthest  comer  there  is  too  much  surf  upon  the  beach 
for  any  boat  to  lay  without  constant  attendance. 

The  north  and  south  sides  are  hilly.  Grass  grows  tolerably  Description 
luxuriant  upon  them,  but  they  seem  only  fit  for  feeding  cattle.  TOuntrj-. 
The  land  on  the  west  side  is  low  and  wet,  but  a  few  grassy  risings 
might  afford  good  sites.  The  vallies  and  the  slopes  of  several  of 
the  little  hills  at  some  distance  back  are  capable  of  cultivation, 
some  of  them  to  great  advantage.  The  only  difference  remarkable 
in  the  vegetable  productions  is  the  increased  size  of  the  she  and 
^wamp  oaks. 

Friday,  loth.— P.M. :  10,  sailed'  with  a  sea-breeze  at  K  N.E.  At 
noon  our  latitude  was  35*  43',  two  or  three  small  islands  lying 
cl»jse  under  the  shore ;  bore  west.' 

Saturday,  16th. — P.M. :  At  J  anchored  for  the  night  under  the  Anchored 
lee  of  a  point.  JJJ^^Jj® 

A.M. :  Daylight,  sailed  with  an  air  at  west.  At  6  the  wind 
flew  round  to  south,  bore  up,  and  laid  the  boat  upon  the  end  of  a 
little  beach  under  the  same  point  we  had  started  from. 

Sunday,  17th. — P.  M  :  Employed  in  examining  the  country  round 
about  us.  The  form  of  the  ground  in  general  is  either  low  and 
Sswampy  or  at  once  inclining  to  the  mountainous,  there  being  little 
or  none  upon  a  plane.  The  whole  is  intersected  by  extensive  salt 
swamps  and  the  arms  of  a  branching  lagoon  that  comes  to  the  sea 
about  a  mile  to  the  northward  of  the  point,  t     A  ridge  of  low  bat  xuroe  Lake. 

*  ^  w  apiiarently  Bnuh  Isluid,  about  sixteen  miles  north  of  Bateman*8  Bay. 

u  f *^^  appear  from  this  that  the  point  under  which  Bass  anchored  was  that  now  knonii 
ds  Marica  Point  II  is  situated  about  a  mile  to  the  south  of  the  entrance  of  the  larqfe  salt- 
*awr  taifoon  into  which  the  Twros  River  empties  itaclf.  Ba«  in  the  course  of  this  day 
Pwied  wiwtiG«d  the  entrance  of  the  Moruya  Wver. 
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hnmmookj  hills  is  passing  along  to  the  southward,  at  the  distence 
of  about  8  or  9  miles  back. 

The  qualities  of  the  soil  are  but  very  indifferent.  S<»ine  of  the 
best  of  the  low  ground  before  you  approadi  the  edges  <^  the 
swamps  is  thickly  covered  with  long  grass  and  fern,  but  the  soil  is 
sandy  and  light.  A  wet  salt  marsh  then  leads  you  down  into  the 
swamps.  The  sides  of  the  hills  where  they  do  not  lise  up  from 
the  lake  or  swamp  side  very  suddenly  are  really  meadows,  but 
these  are  few  in  number.  The  tops  of  some  of  the  lower  hills  are 
well  grassed,  but  the  soil  is  too  poor  and  sandy  for  cnltiiration. 

The  country  seems  to  be  at  all  times  but  sparin^y  watered,  but 
it  is  now  in  a  state  of  drought.  In  the  course  of  our  round  of  not 
less  than  12  or  14  miles  we  could  not  find  a  drop  of  fresh  water, 
altho'  the  heat  of  the  day  made  us  search  for  it  wiiii  extreme 
eagerness.  We  met  with  numbers  of  native  huts  deserted,  the 
cause  of  which  appeared  when  we  traced  down  tiiieir  paths  to  the 
dried  up  waterholes  they  had  dug  in  the  veiy  heart  of  the  lar^gest 
of  the  swamps.  We  saw  here  the  only  grey  kangaroo  we  ever 
met  with  during  our  whole  absence.  The  latitude  of  tliis  point 
is  36*»  OC. 

A.M.  :  The  wind  came  strong  at  N.N.W.,  therefore  as  soon 
as  we  had  daylight  enough  to  get  the  boat  through  the  surf 
we  launched  her  and  proceeded  on  to  the  southward.  At  11 
passed  Mount  Dromedary.  There  is  an  island  laying  oft*  Has 
mount,  of  about  2  miles  in  circuit,  and  about  the  same  distance 
from  the  main.     At  noon  our  latitude  was  36^  23'. 

Monday,  18th. — P.M.  :  4,  after  falling  away  gradually  to  a  light 
breeze  at  N.N.  W.,  the  wind  suddenly  burst  out  at  south  and  blew 
hard ;  we  therefore  hauled  in  for  a  break  in  the  land  that  we 
had  just  before  bore  away  for.  At  5  landed  in  a  sheltered  little 
beach  at  the  mouth  of  an  inlet  that  broke  across.  At  10  am., 
seeing  the  mouth  of  the  inlet  did  not  break,  we  went  in  and  ex- 
amined it.  Were  it  not  for  the  extreme  diailowness  of  the  bar 
this  little  inlet  would  be  a  complete  harbour  for  small  craft,  but  a 
small  boat  even  must  watch  her  times  for  going  in.  At  high  water 
there  is  not  more  than  8  or  9  feet.  The  upper  part  of  this  place 
is  a  kind  of  lagoon,  or  at  least  a  flat,  but  the  lower  part  downwards, 
as  far  as  the  bar,  is  one  of  the  prettiest  little  harbours  as  to  form 
that  was  perhaps  ever  seen.  One  would  take  it  to  have  been 
intended  as  the  model  of  some  large  deep  harbour.  Every  small 
bight  has  its  little  white  sandy  beach,  and  eveiy  turning  its  firm 
rocky  point,  the  depth  of  the  water  holding  a  corresponding  pro- 
portion to  the  size  of  the  model 

The  ground  round  it  as  far  as  I  examined  is  rocky  and  barren 
in  front,  and  low  and  salt  at  the  head  of  it. 

I  have  named  the  place  Barmouth  Creek  ;  its  latitude  by  eom* 
putation  is  about  36''  47'. 
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Taeaday,  19tfa.— A  M.  :  Sailed  at  daylight  with  a  light  breeze  at  1797 
N.N.  W  ;  at  7  rounded  the  north  point  o£  a  bay  which  seemed  ig  to  cs  Dee. 
capable  of  affording  security  for  shipping.  At  9,  the  sea-breeze 
ooming  at  N.R,  we  ccmtinued  sailing  round  the  bay,  and  then 
stood  away  to  the  soutiiward ;  for  I  thought  it  better  to  leave 
this  bay  for  further  examination  at  our  return  than  lose  a  iair 
opportunity  of  getting  to  the  southward.* 

Wednesday,  20th. — P.M. :  Wind  N.E.     At  5,  the  wind  coming  Cape  Howe, 
at  SlS.W.,  we  anchored  under  the  lee  of  a  point,  but  could  not 
land. 

AM. :  Daylight,  with  a  light  air  at  north ;  10,  sea-breeze  at 
EN.E ;  11,  passed  Cape  Howe ;  at  noon  our  latitude  37"*  30*. 

Thursday,  21st. — P.M. :  5,  landed  in  a  little  bight t  upon  the  end 
of  a  little  beach  about  a  mile  north  of  the  Ram  Head  to  fill  as  much  Bam  Heait. 
water  as  we  could  cask,  for  as  the  coast  was  now  very  rapidly 
l)ecoining  more  sandy  and  low  as  we  advanced  to  the  southward, 
and  we  had  every  reason  to  believe  the  country  at  this  time  to  be 
everywhere  unusually  dry,  I  was  under  some  apprehension  that, 
unless  we  had  a  stock  of  water  to  serve  for  several  days,  we 
might  be  obliged  to  return  to  the  northward  from  the  difficulty  of 
meeting  with  it,  and  so  lose  the  object  of  our  research. 

Friday,  22nd. — A  gale  set  in  at  S.  W.  b.  W.,  which  continued  for 
ten  dayi  Th&  country  here  is  in  general  low,  sandy,  and  not  A  sterile  soil, 
without  lagoons,  yet  in  figure  hilly,  but  the  hills  are  little  else 
than  sand ;  they  have  indeed  a  patched  covering  of  green  which 
might  deceive  the  eye  at  a  distance,  but  the  usued  sterility  of  soil 
still  prevails.  The  best  1  have  been  able  to  find  is  like  what  at 
Port  Jackson  is  reckoned  so  favourable  for  potatoes,  which  is  a 
mixture  of  sand  with  a  very  small  proportion  of  vegetable  earth. 

The  general  productions  are  short  deformed  gum-trees,  the  The  timber, 
tea-tree,  some  small  shrubs,  and  patches  of  an  almost  impenetrable 
underwood  of  small  brush,  ground  fern,  and  vines.  The  foliage  of 
the  underwood  is  rich  and  greeo,  but  the  trees  are  far  more  dusky 
and  brown  than  I  have  seen  anywhere  else.  A  luxuriant  crop  of 
grass  may  occasionally  be  found  in  places  where  the  underwood 
has  thinned  off,  but  the  soil  is  still  the  same.  Where  thick  grass 
bellj-high  and  fern  plants  are  growing  together  one  might  expect 
a  better  soil,  but  it  is  only  a  blackish  sand  like  the  rest. 

It  18  but  very  few  mUes  that  I  have  been  able  to  penetrate  into  Theinurior. 
this  close  country,  but  by  the  sand  patches,  which  when  I  ascended 
the  Bam  Head  I  could  distinctly  see  peeping  out  of  the  sides  of 
the  back  hills,  I  can  conclude  no  otherwise  than  that  the  soil  to 
a  great  distaiace  inland  is  equally  [as]  poor  as,  if  not  worse  than, 
that  which  I  have  already  trodden  over. 

^TUi  «w  evidantly  Twofokl  Bay.     Sae  tha  eotnr  nador  data  .15th  Fabra»mIT09L- 
t  BoQHIesB  thai  now  known  aa  Wlngan  Inlet. 
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1797-8         We  had  remarked  at  every  stage  from  Jervis  Bay  to  Barmouth 
30  Dec.  to  Creek  that  the  fresh  water  kept  increasing  hoth  in  hadness  and  in 

1  Jan.      difficulty  of  procuring  it. 

The  supplies      On  this  ooast  of  almost  mere  sand  we  expected  the  difficulty  to 

S'aten**        increase  in  a  still  greater  proportion,  but  we  were  deceived,  for 

there  are  here  many  little  runs  of  excellent  water  that,  draining 

out  of  the  sandhills,  trickle  over  the  focky  spots  at  their  feet  or 

sink  through  the  beaches  into  the  sea. 

Saturday,  30th. — The  gale  broke  up,  and  we  had  a  light  breeze 
at  E.N.E.  The  boat  had  never  been  becu^hed  all  the  time  we  bad 
been  here,  for  at  high  water  the  surf  washed  up  over  the  beach  to 
the  foot  of  the  sand-cliffs,  but  she  lay  off  at  an  anchor  in  a  place 
where,  though  a  swell  came  in,  no  breaking-water  could.  When 
An  anchor  we  attempted  to  weigh  the  anchor  to  go  out  we  found  it  so  com- 
^ '  pletely  buried  in  the  sand  that  the  boat  could  not  lift  it ;  we  there- 

fore waited  till  low  water,  and  then  attempted  with  our  feet  and 
with  sticks  to  scrape  away  the  sand  from  it,  but  in  vain.  We 
tried  at  the  next  low  water,  when  the  cable  parted  at  the  clinch, 
and  after  some  further  ineffectual  attempts  we  gave  it  up  as  irre- 
coverable, unless  that  at  our  return  the  sand  that  the  late  gale  had 
thrown  into  the  conier  should  be  by  that  time  worked  out  again. 
The  anchor  was  not  buried  less  than  4  or  5  feet. 

Sunday,  31st. — A.M. :  Daylight,  got  out  and  steered  along  to  the 
southward  in  anxious  expectation,  being  now  nearly  come  upon  an 
hitherto  unknown  part  of  the  coast  The  wind  was  at  E.N.E. ; 
our  course  up  till  noon,  when  our  latitude  was  37  °  42',  was  abont 
W.S.W.;  we  had  then  run,  according  to  our  rough  way  of  reckon- 
Ap^arance  ing,  about  30  miles,  the  land  all  the  way  being  of  nearly  the  same 
ecoaa.  j^^jgj^^  ^^  about  the  Ram  Head — in  front,  long  beaches  at  the 
bottom  of  bights  of  no  great  depth,  lying  between  low  rocky  pro- 
jecting points — there  might  be  about  three  of  these  in  the  whole 
distance;  in  the  back  land  lay  some  short  ridges  of  lumpy  irregular 
hills  at  a  little  distance  from  the  sea. 

Monday,  Jan.  1,  1798. — P.M. :  The  wind  continued  at  EKE., 
and  we  steered  along  close  in  with  the  land.    By  9  we  supposed  our- 
selves to  have  gone  upon  a  nearly  W.S.  W.  course  about  from  30  to 
36  miles,  but  we  here  and  there  observed  a  draining  of  a  current 
which  increased  the  uncertainty.     The  land  in  the  whole  of  this 
Nhicty-miie  distance  was  nothing  but  a  low  beach — a  very  small  hummock 
^^^^'         appeared  indeed  every  now  and  then  inland.     There  were  many 
large  smokes  behind  the  beach,  as  we  conjectured  by  the  sides  of 
lagoons,  of  which  there  was  reason  to  believe  the  back  country 
was  full. 
Amooniijfht      At  10,  being  bright  moonlight  and  the  sky  without  a  cloud,  we 
"'^  could  see  the  land  distinctly  ;  it  was  still  low  and  level.     At  11*30 

we  lost  the  distinct  sight,  so  as  not  to  be  able  to  judge  of  any  gap 
or  breaks  there  might  be  in  it ;  it  was  low,  however,  but  a  haze 
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had  arisen  over  it.     At  12,  the  haze  thickening,  we  could  scai*cely       1708 
see  the  land  at  all.     At  2  a.m.,  the  sea  becoming  more  hollow  and  luti  jan. 
loftj,  we  judged  ourselves  to  be  getting  into  shoal  water,  or  that 
the  beach  was  altering  its  direction ;  we  therefore  hauled  out  to 
S.W.  b.  S.,  having  since  9  ran  about  S.W.  10  or  12  miles.     At 
3  10  sufficient  day  had  broken  in  upon  the  sky  for  us  to  see  the 
land ;  it  was  still  low  and  level  sand,  and  seemed  to  trend  in  nearly 
the  direction  of  our  course.     At  7  we  were  surprised  by  the  sight 
of  high  hummocky  land  right  ahead,  but  at  a  considerable  distance,  wuaon's 
We  steered  for  it,  but  that  did  not  oblige  us  to  quit  the  beach,  for  £1?^***" 
it  also  appeared  to  be  making  the  same  way  in  nearly  as  straight  a 
course  as  it  was  able.    At  noon  our  latitude  was  38"  41';  the  high 
land  was  now  abreast  of  us;  its  northernmost  end  bore  W.  b.  N.,  2 
or  3  miles.  There  were  several  small  islands  laying  in  various  direc- 
tions to  the  southward.     Vast  flights  of  petrels  and  other  birds 
flying  about  us.  Our  course  and  distance  since  3*10  had  been  about 
S.W.  b.  S.  from  35  to  40  miles  or  more,  the  beach  keeping  by  the 
side  of  us  until  within  a  few  miles  of  the  high  land,  where  it 
bighted  back  in  two  or  three  places  that  had  the  appearance  of 
inlets.    I  now  found  we  had  filled  up  the  before  unexplored  space 
between  what  is  called  Point  Hicks,  a  point  we  could  not  at  all  dis-  P»int  Hick* 
tingnish  from  the  rtst  of  the  beach,  and  the  land  seen  by  Furneaux 
in  latitude  39**  00',  for  this  high  hummocky  land  could  be  no  other 
than  the  land  seen  by  him. 

Tuesday,  2nd. — P.M. :  We  stood  in  to  the  southward  along  by  the 
high  land,  with  the  wind  fresh  at  E.N.E.  At  2  steered  down  for 
a  large  hummock,  bearing  S.  i  K,  that  had  just  risen  out  of  the 
water,  and  from  its  being  so  much  larger  than  the  rest,  I  suppose 
might  be  the  main  continued  on  by  very  low  land  from  the  back 
part  of  Fumeaux's  Land.  At  4  the  hummock  proved  to  be  an  RoondlnK 
island.  Fumeaux's  Land,  too,  appeared  like  an  island;  we  could  *J«  Promon- 
see  no  land  joining  to  it,  either  on  the  east  or  west  sides.  We 
continued  standing  on  for  the  hummock  island,  expecting,  as  it 
seemed  large,  to  get  shelter  there,  or,  perhaps,  landing. 

At  6  we  anchored  under  its  lee,  but  could  not  land.  Vast  num- 
bers of  petrels,  gulls,  and  other  birds  were  roosting  upon  it,  and 
on  the  rocks  were  many  seals  with  a  remarkably  long  tapering 
neck  and  sharp-pointed  head.  At  daylight,  the  wind  being  very 
strong  at  N.E.  b.  E.,  and  apprehending  we  should  not  fetch 
Fumeaux's  Land,  I  judged  it  best  to  steer  about  S.  i  E.  for  the  Jj^ 
islands  lying  to  the  northward  of  Van  Dieman's  Land.  Accord- 
ingly, we  sailed,  but  at  6  the  wind  shifted  to  E.  b.  S.,  when  I 
presently  found  from  the  sea  that  was  going,  and  the  lee  way  the 
boat  was  making  by  being  obliged  every  now  and  then  to  launch 
ber  off  to  tho  westward  before  the  heaviest  of  the  breaking  seas, 
that  we  should  not  fetch  near  the  land  we  were  steering  for.  I 
stood  on,  however,  with  an  intention,  as  we  were  thus  far  from  the 
VOL.  in — X 
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1798      main,  to  endeavoar  to  make  the  north  coast  of  Van  Dieman's 

8  to  5  Jan.  I^nd,  and  coasting  it  along  to  the  eastward,  return  to  the  nordi- 
ward  by  Cape  Barren.  I  had  hopes  too  of  being  able  to  procure 
rice  at  the  island*  the  Sydney  Cove's  wreck  is  laying  on,  and  by 
that  means  be  enabled  to  lengthen  our  stay  from  Port  Jackson, 
which  would  in  some  measure  do  away  the  effects  of  the  persecution 

Out  of  sight  we  had  so  much  experienced  from  foul  winds.    At  noon  our  latitude 

**'^"  was  39"  5\\  no  land  in  sight  The  south  part  of  Fumoaux's  Land 

I  computed  to  bear  N.N.E.  or  N.E.  b.  N.,  the  north  part  of  Van 
Dieman's  Land -about  S.S.K  or  S.E.  b.  S.  We  were  therefore  at 
the  back  of  the  island  laying  to  the  southward  of  the  Sisters,  and 
might  be  distant  from  it  about  20  or  26  miles  or  more. 

Wednesday,  3rd. — P.M.  :  We  stood  in  south,  the  wind  K  by  S. 

biwS^^  At  3  the  water  was  observed  to  gush  in  through  the  boat's  side 
pretty  plentifully  near  the  water-line  abaft  We  had  frequently 
remarked  in  the  course  of  the  morning  how  much  looser  the  boat 
had  become  by  the  last  two  or  three  days'  working.  As  there 
appeared  to  be  some  risque  of  a  plank  starting,  I  determined, 
notwithstanding  the  north  part  of  Van  Dieman's  Land  could  now 
be  at  no  very  great  distance,  to  stand  back  for  Fumeaux's  Land, 
and  coast  along  from  it  in  which  ever  way  the  land  might  trend, 
for  the  state  of  the  boat  did  not  seem  to  attow  of  our  quitting 
the  shore  with  propriety.  At  4  wore  and  stood  to  the  northward, 
keeping  the  boat  close  to  the  wind.  It  was  at  this  time  so  clear 
to  the  southward  that  we  judged  ourselves  capable  of  seeing  land 
a  moderate  height  full  4  or  5  leagues,  had  there  been  any  at  t^at 
distance.  From  the  time  of  the  observation  until  this  time  we 
had  steered  due  south  at  the  rate  of  2^  or  3  knots  per  hour;  we 
must  therefore  now  have  been  in  the  latitude  40^  00',  at  least 
At  6  the  wind  back  to  E.S.E.,  and  by  9  blew  hard.     A  great 

Aheavj'sea.  sea  got  up,  and  ran  very  hollow  and  irregular.  We  had  a  bad 
night  of  it,  but  the  excellent  qualities  of  the  boat  brought  us 
through.  Soon  after  daylight  we  saw  the  island  we  Irft  the 
morning  before,  bearing  N.E.  b.  E.,  16  or  18  miles,  and  at  6  saw 
Furneaux's  Land,  and  steered  in  for  it.  At  noon  no  observation, 
there  being  too  much  sea  flying  about. 

-At anchor.  Thursday,  4th. — P.M. :  At  2  we  were  standing  in  under  the 
land  and  looking  out  for  some  place  of  shelter,  and  at  8  anchored 
in  one  of  the  bights,  not  being  able  to  land. 

A.M.  :  At  daylight,  the  wind  being  at  N.E.,  we  stood  round  a 
kind  of  bay  lying  along  from  Fumeaux's  Land,  about  west  or  W. 
b.  N.  At  noon  no  observation,  the  sun  being  too  much  over  the 
land. 

o/i^'^.  Friday,  5th. — P.M. :  We  continued  running  along  the  shorealwut 
W.N.  W.  The  shore  in  the  bights  is  low  and  sandy,  but  wherever 
a  rocky  point  comes  down  to  the  sea  a  ridge  of  high  land  extends 
from  it  backwards  as  far  as  can  be  seen. 

*  Preservation  Island.— Appendix  A. 
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At  7,  seeing  a  lar^  break  in  the  land,  we  stood  in  for  it  and      1796 
Icrnnd  a  strong  outset  of  tide.     Many  shoals  were  breaking  in     g  ji^. 
different  parts  of  the  entrance,  so  that  we  could  not  then  see  where 
the  channel  was.     I  therefore  landed  to  look  for  it,  and  found  we 
were  at  the  back  of  a  long  spit  which  we  could  not  now  round,  as 
the  tide  of  flood  was  beginning  to  make  in  strong ;  we  therefore 
waited  until  high  water,  and  then  crossed  the  spit  and  entered  a  An  extensive 
very  extensive  harbour.    Our  course,  independent  of  the  bights  we  *»"*»«'• 
had  sailed  round  from  Fumeaux's  Land  to  this  place,  hsid  been 
about  W.  b.  N.  ^  N.,  some  60  or  more  miles. 


We  stayed  here  until  the  1 7th,  for  what  from  the  weather,  the  A 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  harbour  itself,  and  the  necessary 
re-equipment  ol  our  boat  and  gear,  I  did  not  find  myself  able  to 
make  up  my  mind  concerning  it  sooner. 

I  have  named  the  place,  from  its  relative  situation  to  every  other 
known  harbour  on  the  coast,  Western  Fort.  It  is  a  large  sheet  of  Western 
water  branching  out  into  two  arms  which  end  in  wide  flats  of  ^^"^ 
seyeral  miles  in  extent,  and  it  was  not  until  we  had  been  here 
some  days  that  we  found  it  to  be  formed  by  an  island,  and  to  have 
two  outlets  to  the  sea — an  eastern  and  a  western  passage.  We 
went  in  and  came  out  by  the  former,  whi<^  is  winding  and  narrow. 
The  latter,  the  western  entrance,  is,  in  the  present  imperfectly 
known  state  of  them,  the  preferable  one.  As  the  weather  would 
not  allow  us  to  go  through  it,  I  walked  along  the  west  side  of  the 
isknd  at  a  time  when  it  was  blowing  fresh  from  the  S.W.  and  a 
heavy  surf  going  upon  the  shore,  so  that  I  must  have  seen  every- 
thing that  broke,  but  saw  no  breakers  except  those  I  have  marked 
in  the  sketch,  which  I  am  sorry  to  say,  after  all  the  vexation  I 
have  had  with  it,  is  but  very  imperfect.  The  general  rise  of  tide  The  Ude. 
is  from  10  to  14  feet.  It  flows  on  the  full  and  change  days  about 
ha]f-past  twelve.  The  soundings  are  frequently  irregular,  which 
is  perhaps  occasioned  by  the  cross-setting  of  the  tide  out  of  the 
two  arms  into  the  two  outlets,  and  by  the  softness  of  the  bottom, 
which  is  chiefly  mud  with  a  little  sand;  mud  abounds  so  much  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  points  are  not  approachable  except  towards 
the  top  of  high  water,  and  then  at  the  risque  of  having  your  boat 
left  until  the  next  tide,  for  the  mud  runs  out  far  and  flat,  and  Mad-flat  and 
so  soft  that  there  is  bo  walking  the  boat  over  it.  There  are  indeed  '*°^'* 
in  some  places  sand-shoals,  and  those  tolerably  hard,  but  even 
they  tail  off  in  mud.  I  have  not  in  the  sketch^  attempted  to  lay 
down  all  the  shoals,  except  in  that  place  where  any  vessel  would 
be  the  most  likely  to  anchor,  or  their  exact  direction.  Accuracy, 
independent  of  its  being  altogether  out  of  my  reach,  would,  I 
believe,  to  anyone  be  the  labour  of  months. 

*  UnfoTtanatelv,  the  sketch  Bass  made  has  been  lost ;  and  no  copies  of  it  are  known  to 
existi    The  traok  of  his  whaleboat  is  shown,  hi  part,  in  a  chart  by  FUoders.— Appendix  B, 
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5  to  18  Jan. 

Nature  of 
the  soil 


and  timber. 


Scardty  of 
fresh  water. 


The  natives. 


The 

entrance  to 
Western 
Port. 


The 

homeward 

voyage. 


The  land  round  Western  Port  is  low  but  hillj,  the  hills  rising 
as  they  recede,  which  gives  it  a  pleasing  appearance.  Upon  the 
borders  of  the  harbour  it  is  in  general  low  and  level.  In  the 
different  places  I  landed  I  found  the  soil  almost  uniformly  the  same 
all  round — ^a  light  brown  mould  free  from  sand,  and  the  lowest 
lying  grounds  a  kind  of  peaty  earth.  There  are  many  hundred 
acres  of  such  sort  of  ground.  The  grass  and  ferns  grow  luxuri- 
antly, and  yet  the  country  is  but  thinly  and  lightly  timbered. 
The  gum-tree,  she  and  swamp  oaks,  are  the  most  common  trees. 
Little  patches  of  brush  are  to  be  met  with  everywhere,  but  there 
are  upon  the  east  side  several  thick  brushes  of  some  miles  in  extent, 
whose  soil  is  a  rich  vegetable  mould.  In  front  of  these  brushes 
are  salt  marshes.  The  island  is  but  barren.  Starved  shrubs 
grow  upon  the  higher  land,  and  the  lower  is  nothing  better  than 
sandy  brushes,  at  this  time  dried  up. 

We  had  great  difficulty  in  finding  good  water,  and  even  that 
which  was  brackish  was  very  scarce.  There  is,  however,  every 
appearance  of  an  unusual  drought  in  the  country. 

The  head  of  the  winding  creek  on  the  east  side,  which  I  have 
marked  with  Fresh  Water  in  the  sketch,  was  the  only  place  we 
could  procure  it  at  free  from  a  brackish  taste.  At  half-tide  there 
is  water  enough  over  the  shoals  for  the  largest  boat,  and  within 
the  creek  there  is  at  all  times  a  sufficient  depth. 

There  seem  to  be  but  few  natives  about  this  place.  We  saw 
only  four,  and  that  the  day  after  we  came  in,  but  they  were  so 
shy  we  could  not  get  near  them.  There  are  paths  and  other 
marks  of  them  in  several  places,  but  none  very  recent.  The  want 
of  water  has  perhaps  driven  them  further  back  upon  the  higher 
lands.  We  saw  a  few  of  the  brush  kangaroo,  the  wallabah,  but 
no  other  kind.  Swans  may  be  seen  here,  hundreds  in  a  flight, 
and  ducks,  a  small  but  excellent  kind,  fly  in  thousands.  There  is 
an  abundance  of  most  kinds  of  wild  fowl. 

The  eastern  entrance  of  this  place  has  so  conspicuous  an  appear- 
ance by  the  gap  it  makes  in  the  land  that  it  cannot  fail  of  being 
known  by  any  one  coming  from  the  eastward. 

The  point  of  the  island,  which  is  a  high  cape,  like  a  snappers 
head,  forms  an  island.  The  entrance  appears  like  a  passage 
between  it  and  the  main.  The  latitude  of  it  will  be  founa  to  he 
somewhere  about  38**  25'.  • 

As  the  seventh  week  had  now  expired,  our  reduced  stock  of 
provisions  forced  us  to  turn  our  heads  homewards.  We  did  it 
very  reluctantly. 

Thursday,  18th. — At  5  a.m.  we  left  Western  Port  with  a  fresh 
of  wind  at  W.  b.  S.,  and  ran  along  the  shore  eastward  for  Fur- 
neaux's  Land.  By  10  the  fresh  of  wind  had  increased  to  a  gale, 
and  the  sea,  which  we  found  running  rather  high  when  we  came 
out,  now  began  to  be  very  troublesome.     A  long  S.W.  swell  that 
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set  in  upon  the  land  made  it  cross  and  irregular.     This  long  swell 

we  had  observed  in  going  to  the  westward,  when  for  several  dajs  ig  to  27  Jan. 

before  that  time,  and  almost  ever  since,  the  winds  had  been 

northerly,  and  at  times  verj  strong.    At  noon  heavy  squalls,  with 

rain,  fed  the  gale. 

Ynd&j,  19Ui. — At  3  p.m.  we  got  the  boat  in  upon  a  little  beach  Beachin^r 
under  the  weather  shore  of  the  bight  west  of  Furneaux's  Land,  ^**®  *^*' 
the  islands  bearing  E.S.E.  12  or  14  miles. 

Monday,  22nd. — At  «5  a.m.,  the  gale  having  broke  up,  and  the  sky 
become  of  a  favourable  appearance,  we  launched  the  boat  and 
went  over  to  the  islands  (lying  on  the  west  side  of  Furneaux's 
Land). 

At  10,  after  having  variable  light  airs  all  the  morning,  it  set 
in  and  blew  strong  at  S.W.  Seeing  a  kind  of  bend  in  one  of  the 
islands  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  main,  which  was  a 
weather  shore  with  this  wind,  we  went  in  there  and  landed  to 
collect  a  stock  of  petrels  for  our  homeward  supply.  Pro^iaiors. 

Tuesday,  23rd. — P.M. :  The  S. -wester  soon  became  a  gale,  but  it 
was  still  good  laying  off  the  rocks  under  its  lee.  I  therefore 
resolved  upon  staying  there  all  night,  that  we  might  be  able  at  once 
to  procure  what  birds  we  could  salt  down,  and  then  be  ready  for 
the  first  smooth  day,  and  afterwards  make  the  best  of  our  way  to 
the  northward.  At  1  a.m.  the  wind  flew  round  to  south  and  blew  A  southerly 
stronger  than  before.  The  sea  now  rolled  in  between  the  island  ^  ** 
and  the  main,  and  our  station  was  no  longer  tenable,  so  at  day- 
break we  stood  over  towards  the  west  side  of  the  bight  for  the 
little  beach  we  had  last  left,  for  there  was  too  much  surf  going 
upon  the  beaches  under  Fumeaux^s  Land  to  put  the  boat  on  shore 
unless  in  a  case  of  extremity.  At  8  laid  the  boat  upon  the  beach 
on  the  west  side,  having  passed  through  a  sea  that  for  the  very 
few  hours  it  had  been  blowing  was  incredibly  high. 

Wednesday,  24th. — P.M. :  The  gale  broke  up  at  south  as  suddenly  A  change  of 
as  it  came  on,  and  a  strong  breeze  then  set  in  KS.E.     A.M.  :  **'*"^* 
Gales,  E.S.E. 

Thursday,  25th.— P.M. :  Hard  gales,  E.S.E.  A.M. :  More  mode- 
rate,  but  still  a  wild  unsettled  appearance. 

Friday,  26th. — P.M.:  It  was ahnost  calm,  and  the  sky  seemed  to 
be  getting  more  favourable  ;  therefore,  at  4  we  rowed  over  towards 
the  island,  and  at  9  brought  up  undeif  one  of  them  for  the  night. 
By  11,  the  wind  blowing  up  fresh  at  west,  bore  away  round 
Fumeaux's  Land. 

Saturday,  27th. — At  4  p.m.  came  to  upon  a  beach  on  the  east  Thevo3-a;fc 
side  of  Fumeaux's  Land,  in  order  to  wait  for  a  favourable  oppor-  "*"™*  • 
tunity  of  examining  Seal  Island,  to  see  if  any  commercial  advan- 
tage might  be  expected  from  it.    It  appears  to  lie  about  8  or  9  miles 
to  the  northward.     A.M.  :  Wind  N.E.     Off  the  rocks  I  observed 
the  latitude  to  be  38'  50'. 


326  HISTORICAL  BECOBBS  OP  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

vm  Sunday,  28th.— P.M. :  Wind  KE.      A-M. :  10,  having  aKght 

28  to  30  Jan.  ^^  ^^  ^^^  l&i^<^  ^^  went  out  towards  the  Seal  Island.     At  noon 
^   ,7T-  ^    our  latitude  was  38'*  43' :  the  island  bore  N.E.  b.  N.  2  miles. 

Monday,  29th. — P.M. :  3,  brought  up  under  the  Seal  Island  in  a 
little  bight  where  boats  may  lay  when  the  wind  has  any  southing 
in  it.  This  island  is  the  northernmost  of  four  that  lie  about 
S.S.E.  and  N.N.W.  of  each  other  at  about  half  a  mile  apart^  the 
north  end  of  Furneaux's  Land  bearing  N.W.  b.  N.  It  is  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  in  circuit,  and  is  of  a  very  moderate  height, 
sloping  up  gradually  to  a  hill  in  the  middle.  There  is  neither  tree 
or  shrub  upon  it,  but  a  great  deal  of  thick  tufted  grass,  in  which 
the  seals  have  everywhere  made  paths  and  the  petrels  have  bur- 
The  seals,  rowed.  The  number  of  seals  was  by  no  means  equal  to  what  we 
had  been  led  to  expect  It  is  certain,  however,  that  great  numbers 
had  been  destroyed,  and  probably  more  frightened ;  but  as  the 
pups  seem  now  to  be  nearly  full-grown,  many  of  the  seals  may 
have  gone  off  to  sea;  as  is  their  custom  when  the  pupping-time  is 
past 
The  From  the  quantity  I  saw  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  a 

specuhbtioD.  speculation  upon  a  small  scale  might  be  carried  on  with  advantage. 
There  are  seals  more  or  less  upon  all  the  islands  on  both  sides 
of  Furneaux's  Land  ;  but  as  some  are  not  so  well  formed  for 
their  landing  as  others  they  are  less  frequented  by  them.  Any 
island  to  be  a  true  seal  island  must  have  in  some  one  part  of  it 
a  landing-place  of  easy  access,  on  account  of  the  pups. 

At  6  a.m.,  the  wind  setting  in  from  the  E.N.E.,  with  a  foul  and 
cloudy  sky,  we  hastened  to  get  in  our  stock  of  seals'  flesh,  and 
then  stood  over  for  a  little  cove  under  the  land.     At  10  landed 
there.      This  cove,  which  from  the  use  it  may  be  of  to  anyone 
Sealers'        coming  here  to  seal  will  bear  the  name  of  Sealers'  Cove,*  is  large 
Cove.  enough  for  a  small  vessel  to  swing  in,  and  of  depth  sufficient  for 

any  ship  to  ride  in  safety.  It  is  shut  from  all  but  the  winds  from 
RS.E.  to  E.N.E.,  and  these,  as  we  had  afterwards  occasion  to 
see,  throw  no  great  swell  into  it..  There  is  plenty  of  fresh  water, 
and  wood  enough  at  hand  to  boil  down  any  quantity  of  blubber 
they  might  procure.  Its  latitude  is  38°  60',  and  it  bears  from  the 
northernmost  seal  island  S.  W.  J  S. 

Tuesday,  30th. — Hard  gales  at  E.KE.     The  water  in  the  cove 

keeps  smooth.     This  gale  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  examining 

the  surface  of  Fumeaux's  Land. 

Wilson's  Fumeaux's  Land,  or  that  land  seen  by  Captain  Fumeaux  in 

Pramon-       ^|^^  latitude  of  39"  00',t  is  a  lofty  hummocky  promontory  of  hard 

*  This  inlet,  on  the  eaetem  ode  of  Wilson's  Promontory^  stall  bean  this  name. 

t  The  latitude  assigned  by  Furneaux  to  the  land  he  saw  lying  to  the  N.N.E.  of  Fuxnmaxis 
Island  is  identical  with  that  of  Wilson's  Promontory,  but  the  longitude  in  which  he  pUced 
it  is  more  than  a  degree  in  error.  Wilson's  Promontory  was  so  named  by  Qovemor  Hunter, 
upon  the  suggestion  of  Flinders  and  Bass,  in  honour  of  Thomas  Wilson,  of  LondoD.' 
Flinders*s"Terra  *     '       " 


Terra  Australis,"  voL  i,  p.  cxv  (noteX 
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granite,  of  about  20  miles  in  length,  and  varying  from  6  or  7  to      17M 
12  or  14  miles  in  breadth.     Its  firmness  and  vast  durability  make    ^  j^.  to 
it  well  worthy  of  being,  what  there  is  great  reason  to  believe  it      2  Feb. 
is,  the  boundary  point  of  a  large  strait  and  a  comer-stone  of  this 
great  island,  New  Holland     It  is  joined  to  the  mainland  by  a 
low  neck  of  sand,  which  is  nearly  divided  by  a  lagoon  that  runs 
in  on  the  west  side  of  it,  and  by  a  large  shoal  inlet  on  the  east. 

Notwithstanding  the  heighth  of  this  land  is  not  such  as  would  J^^^*^^ 
be  by  seamen  reckoned  at  all  remarkable,  yet  it  appears  strikingly  *  ^""  ^' 
so  by  being  contrasted  with  the  low  sandy  land  that  joins  to  it, 
and  by  having  no  high  land  in  its  neighbourhood  except  a  single 
ridge  of  mountains  to  the  northward  of  from  12  or  18  miles  in 
length,  which,  getting  up  at  some  considerable  distance  from  the 
sea,  comes  down  southing  in  a  direction  for  Fnrneaux's  Land,  and 
slopes  away  gradually  to  a  termination,  leaving  about  12  or  16 
miles  of  this  sand  and  saltwater  inlets  between  them. 

There  is  but  little  soil  upon  Fumeaux's  Land;  it  is  chiefly  barren;  The  boH 
the  rocks  are  hidden  indeed  by  brush  and  dwarf  gums  and  other  *°^  **"»*>«'• 
smaller  vegetation,  which  gives  a  deceitful  appearance  of  fertility 
to  the  eye  of  a  distant  observer.  The  myrtle,  so  common  about 
Sydney,  grows  not  only  here,  but  also  in  several  places  to  the 
westward,  much  larger  than  it  is  ever  seen  to  the  northward. 
The  brushes  are  generally  formed  of  it  entirely. 

The  tide  of  flood  runs  along  from  the  northward  along  the  east  The  tidei. 
side  of  Fumeaux's  Land,  and  then  sweeps  to  the  westward  round 
the  end  of  it  with  considerable  rapidity.  The  day  on  which  we 
more  particularly  had  occasion  to  observe  it  was  the  eighth  of  the 
moon's  age,  and  it  then  ran  full  2  knots  or  more.  The  ebb  tide 
sets  principally  oflT  to  the  eastward.  It  rises  on  the  east  side 
about  Sealers'  Cove  10  or  11  feet,  and  flows  full,  and  changes 
about  10  o'clock. 

Whenever  it  shall  be  decided  that  the  opening  between  this  and 
Van  Dieman's  Land  is  a  strait,  thb  rapidity  of  tide,  and  that  long 
S.W.  swell  that  seems  to  be  continaaUy  rolling  in  upon  the  coast 
to  the  westward,  will  then  be  accounted  for.**^ 

There  are  no  natives  upon  Fumeaux's  Land,  but  the  sandy  neck 
is  inhabited  near  the  inlets. 

Friday,  February  2nd. — P.M. :  2.  The  gale  having  broken  up,  Betumkig 
and  the  wind  coming  to  the  westward,  we  coasted  along  the  east  *°  ^3^**^* 
side  of  Fumeaux's  Luid,  and  at  night  came  to  within  the  entrance 
of  a  shoal  inlet  that  we  found  to  run  in  by  the  north  end  of  it. 
AM. :  Daylight. — ^We  proceeded  up  the  inlet  which  can  be  called 
little  else  than  a  large  flat,  for  the  greater  part  of  it  dries  at  low 
^ater.   Off  the  monSi  lies  a  long  breaking  shoal,  on  the  west  side 

^  *  U  ift  evident  from  this  PMHige  that  Bmb  wm  not  fully  conscious  of  Che  great  diaoovery 
be  bad  a    * 
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1793  of  which  is  the  channel.  The  deepest  water  will  be  found  by 
2  to  10  Feb.  keeping  well  over  to  the  south  shore,  and  when  within  the  entrance 
close  by  the  rocky  points  on  that  side,  but  there  is  nowhere  more 
than  2  or  2  J  fathoms  at  low  water,  except  in  holes  off  these  points, 
where  the  tide  sets  by  strong.  A  vessel  that  could  lay  in  this 
draught  of  water  might  be  completely  landlocked  on  the  south 
side  under  Fumeaux's  Land,  from  off  which  there  are  two  or  three 
The  tides,  j^rge  runs  of  most  excellent  water.  The  tide  here  rises  8  or  9 
feet,  and  what  is  remarkable,  flows  full  and  changes  a  full  hour 
later  than  it  does  in  Sealers'  Cove,  notwithstanding  the  flood  comes 
from  the  northward.  I  was  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this  circum- 
stance until  I  became  acquainted  with  the  lay  of  the  coast  to  the 
eastward  and  northward  of  the  inlet,  when  it  appeared  to  be  owing 
to  its  being  situated  in  the  bottom  of  a  bight^  across  and  not 
directly  into  which  the  grand  shoot  of  the  flood  passes  in  its  way 
from  the  long  beach  down  upon  Furneaux's  Land.  As  a  general 
remark,  I  would  observe  that  the  flood  tide,  after  ranging  along 
from  the  eastward  by  the  side  of  the  long  beach,  leaves  it  at  that 
part  where  the  beach  ceases  to  trend  in  an  N.E.  and  S.  W.  directiou. 
and  from  thence,  keeping  the  course  it  has  received  by  the  N.E 
and  S.  W.  lay  of  the  land  it  last  struck  against,  strikes  off  for  the 
Seal  Islands  and  the  south-easternmost  part  of  Furneaux's  Land. 

ncJthward  Friday,  9th. — A.M. :  The  wind  at  last  came  from  the  westward. 
We  went  out  of  the  inlet  and  steered  along  shore  about  E.N.E., 
with  the  wind  strong  at  S.W.  At  the  distance  of  5  miles  we 
passed  the  mouth  of  an  inlet  out  of  which  the  tide  was  setting.  It 
had  the  appearance  of  being  of  the  same  shoal  kind  as  that  we  were 
come  out  of.  We  were  too  short  of  provisions  to  go  up  it  and 
risque  the  loss  of  the  wind  we  had  for  several  days  been  anxiously 
waiting  for.  A  large  half-moon  shoal  stretches  to  the  N.E.  from 
it,  full  2 J  or  3  miles,  over  which  the  ebb  out  of  the  inlet  sets  very 
strong.  Four  or  five  miles  farther  eastward  we  passed  the  mouth 
of  a  small  very  shoal  lagoon,  and  by  noon,  when  our  latitude  was 
38°  34',  we  had  come  to  the  part  of  the  beach  from  which  we  had 
struck  off  upon  coming  down,  and  had  steered  for  the  high  land 
that  we  afterwards  found  to  be  Fumeaux's.  Tliese  inlets  and 
lagoon  were  the  bights  we  then  observed,  but  did  not  examine. 

Ninety-mile  Saturday,  10th.— P.M. :  We  steered  along  the  beach  about  N.E., 
^  '  with  a  fresh  gale  at  S.W.  b.  W.,  and  a  heavy  following  sea.  At 
sunset  it  became  more  moderate.  At  9  we  hauled  out  E.N.E.,  for 
I  judged  we  must  then  have  nearly  ran  down  that  part  of  the 
beach  that  lies  N.E.  and  S.W.  At  1  a.m.  the  moon  got  up,  but 
being  too  much  obscured  by  clouds  to  give  a  continuance  of  light 
sufficient  for  us  to  stand  down  upon  the  land  with  safety,  we  kept 
on  till  2-30,  and  then  bore  away  E.N.E.  At  daybreak  the  beach 
was  distant  2  miles.      It  trended  E.N.E.  and  W.S.W.,  and,  upon 
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recollecting  this  part  of  the  shore,  I  found  that  we  had  after  we      1796 

liaaled  out  ran  along  about  10  miles  of  it  lying  in  the  same  lo  to  le  Feb. 

<iirection.     The  wind  having  died  away  gradually,  a  short  inten^al 

of  calm  succeeded.     At  10  it  set  in  strong  from  the  E.N.E.     As 

^'6  had  no  part  to  bear  up  for  nearer  than  the  inlets,  and  the 

boat  was  in  no  condition  for  keeping  the  sea  with  a  foul  wind,  I 

thought  it  most  proper,  although  there  was  a  heavy  surf  going 

upon  the  shore,  to  hazard  her  taking  the  beach  ;  accordingly,  BMchiiur 

having  tripped  her  off  and  on  until  noon,  in  order  to  get  the  ****  *^*' 

latitude,  which  was  37"*  47',  we  pushed  in  through  the  surf  and 

landed  her  safely. 

Sunday,  11th. — ^The  country  at  the  back  of  this  place  is  nothing  ' 
bdt  dried  up  swamps  and  barren  sandhills.     Some  natives  came  Natives. 
to  us  with  very  little  hesitation,  the  usual  signs  of  friendship  being 
offered  and  accepted  on  each  side.     By  their  manner  we  concluded 
they  had  never  seen  white  people  before,  or  ever  heard  of  them. 
In  the  evening  the  wind,  at  KN.E.,  died  away. 

A.M.  :  At  2  the  wind  and  clouds  came  away  strong  from  the 
S.  W.,  and  seemed  to  threaten  us  with  a  gale.  As  with  this  wind 
the  surf  must  very  speedily  rise  so  much  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  us  to  leave  the  beach  until  some  time  after  the  gale 
was  over,  we  determined  to  try  if  the  boat  could  get  through  it. 
There  was  no  time  to  be  lost ;  therefore  we  immediately  dragged 
the  boat  down  to  the  water's  edge,  got  everything  into  her,  and,  as 
soon  as  we  had  light  enough  to  see  what  we  were  about,  launched 
her  into  it,  and  succeeded  in  getting  her  out ;  then  bore  away  to 
the  northward.     At  noon  the  Ram  Head  was  just  come  in  sight.  R«n  Head, 

Monday,  12th. — P.M. :  At  4  went  into  the  bight  at  the  Ram 
Head,  to  endeavour  at  the  recovery  of  our  anchor,  supposing  the 
sand  thrown  in  by  the  gale  which  buried  it  might  by  this  time 
have  worked  out  again.  A.M. :  Looked  for  it,  but  in  vain;  wind 
EN.E. 

Thursday,  15th. — P.M. :  At  4,  the  easterly  winds  being  done,  a 
strong  breeze  set  in  suddenly  at  S.W.  We  immediately  stood  to 
the  northward  with  it  At  10  passed  Cape  Howe.  AM.  :  At  Cape  Howe, 
noon  we  were  off  the  mouth  of  the  bay  we  had  sailed  round  on 
the  19th  December,  and  found  the  latitude  to  be  36"  53'.*  Stood 
into  the  bay. 

Friday,  16th. — At  1  p.m.  landed  in  th«  upper  part  of  the  bay. 
I  employed  myself  until  sunset  in  examining  the  country  round, 
and  had  the  mortification  to  find  that  the  same  sterility  we  had 
almost  everywhere  witnessed  upon  the  coast  still  attended  it. 

The  figure  of  the  land,  especially  on  the  N.W.  and  west  sides,  ivofold 
is  hilly  in  hummocks.     The  hills  are  stony ;   the  sides  of    the  ^^' 
gullies  between  them  and  some  little  low  land  at  their  foot  is  well 
covered  with  soil,  in  patches,  at  the  expenceof  the  higher  ground. 
The  natural  productions  are  the  general  ones  of  the  country.    The 

•  Twofold  Bay.    The  correct  latitude  b  ST  5'.— Ante,  p.  319. 
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1706      nautical  advantages  of  this  bay,  notwithstanding  the  anchorage  is 

M  to25  Feb.  ^^^  small,  Seem  to  be  superior  to  any  we  have  been  in.    It  may  be 

known  by  a  red  point  on  the  south  side  of  the  peculiar  bluish  hue 

Eed  Point    of  a  drunkard's  nose.     Mount  Dromedary  bears  norfch-eaatwly 

about  8  or  10  leagues. 

I  had  taken  a  sketch  of  the  bay  as  we  sailed  it  round  on  our 
way  to  the  southward;  therefore,  as  there  was  little  else  to  be  done 
and  our  stock  of  provisions  was  now  become  very  shorty  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  use  every  moment  of  fair  wind.  At  sun- 
set we  bore  away  to  the  northward  with  the  strong  breeze  that 
yet  continued  at  S.W.  At  1  a.m.  Mount  Dromedary  bore  west 
6  or  7  miles.  Squally  and  a  heavy  sea.  At  10  passed  Bateman 
Bay,  and  about  noon  landed  upon  the  small  island  7  or  8  mile^to 
the  northward  of  it^  where  we  had  observed  a  pole,  like  a  fiagBkafi^ 
on  the  14th  December. 

Saturday,  17th. — P.M. :  The  pole  proved  to  be  a  dead  stamp  of 
a  tree,  but  much  taller  and  straighter  than  any  now  growing  there. 
The  island,  however,  is  too  near  to  the  main,  and  too  much  fre- 
quented by  natives  for  any  shipwrecked  persons  to  have  remained 
long  upon  it. 

The  wind  having  crawled  round  so  far  to  the  eartward  that  we 
could  not  weather  the  outermost  part  of  the  land  to  the  north- 
ward, we  stayed  here  the  night.  At  8  a.m.,  a  sea-breeze  setting 
in  at  S.E.,  we  stood  on  to  the  northward.  At  noon  our  latitude 
was  35°  14',  the  Pidgeon  House  bearing  W.  by  S. 

Sunday,  18th. — At  1  p.m.,  the  wind  shifting  so  far  to  the  east- 
ward that  we  could  not  lay  along  the  land,  we  stood  into  Jervis  Bay. 

Monday,  19th.— P.M.  and  a.m. :  Wind  stnmg  at  N.N.R 

Tuesday,  20th.— P.M.  :  N.N.E.  A.M.  :  At  3,  the  wind  being 
down,  we  got  out  and  rowed  to  the  northward.  At  8,  off  Gape 
St.  George,  we  caught  a  breeze  at  N.N.E.,  with  which  and  the 
oars  we  made  shift  by  noon  to  fetch  into  Shoals  Haven. 

Friday,  23rd. — A.M.  :  At  8,  the  wind  coming  round  to  south,  we 
sailed     At  9  passed  Long  Nose  Point.*     Noon  :  No  observatioa 

Saturday,  24th.— P.M.  :  At  6,  Hat  Hill  bore  west  At  9  it 
fell  calm.  A.M.  :  At  8  we  got  into  Port  Hacking,  after  a  most 
fatiguing  night's  rowing.     The  wind  light  at  N.N.E. 

Sunday,  25th. — P.M.  :  The  wind  burat  out  at  south  and  blew 
violently.  We  immediately  saDed.  Off  Botany  Bay  it  fell  calm 
all  at  once,  and  then  a  light  air  sprung  up  at  E.N.R  The  people 
seeming  inclined  to  push  for  home  rather  than  go  up  to  the  PVench- 
Arrival.  man's  Garden,  we  got  upon  the  oars  and  rowed  up  to  Port  Jackson 
by  10,  when  we  entered  the  Heads,  t 

*  See  BftBB's  memoranduxD,  poet,  p.  382,  in  which  he  corrects  this  and  the  preceding  day's 
entry. 

t  Hughes,  in  his  *'  Australian  Colonies,"  states  (p.  »)  that  the  whaleboafc  in  whidi  Bsa 
made  l£is  vovage  was  long  preserved  as  a  curiostty.  and  that  snuff-boxes  and  other  artides 
made  out  of  its  iceel  were  considered  of  peculiar  vslue. 


Jervis  Bay. 
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General  Bemarks.  17M 

Amongst  the  general  remarks,  I  would  first  observe,  that  extra-  »  Fefc» 
)rdiiiarj  as  it  majappear,  that  in  the  length  of  coast  we  have  sailed 
ilongno  more  harbours  should  be  found.  I  will  venture  to  affirm  v^^SSSL*** 
Jiat  whoever  may  in  future  look  there  for  any  will  look  in  vain, 
nth  tbe  exception  of  those  lagoons  whose  mouths  may,  perhaps, 
it  wet  seasons  be  unbarred.  We  were  frequently  passing  those 
places,  and  for  some  time  examined  them  with  care,  but  linding 
them  all  barred,  and  in  every  other  respect  perfectly  similar  to 
each  other,  we  at  last  paid  no  attention  to  any  one  we  saw  after 
having  once  ascertained  the  certainty  of  its  breaking  across. 

The  country  is  too  low  and  the  ridges  of  hills  too  smaU  for  rivers  and  livenL 
d  any  size  to  be  formed,  it  being  a  well-known  truth  that  moun- 
tains are  the  parents  of  rivers,  and  that,  as  is  the  parent,  so  is  the 
(^riog.  Aa  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  it  may  be  said  that  it 
is  either  swampy  or  sandy,  for  the  small  lulls,  notwithstanding 
they  are  incapable  of  forming  rivers,  have  nevertheless  the  power 
of  forming  swamps,  into  which,  when  after  heavy  rains  they  over- 
flow and  break  through  the  beaches,  the  sea  enters,  and  thus 
hetween  them  are  made  lagoons  of  salt  or  brackish  water.  Those  salt-water 
lagoons,  into  which  there  is  a  constant  drain  of  fresh  water,  keep  ^■***°'* 
their  inlets  always  open,  but  have  not  force  enough  at  all  seasons 
to  cleax  away  from  their  mouths  the  sand  that  is  constantly 
accumulating  there  by  the  washing  up  of  the  surf.  Others  again, 
being  situated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  smaller  hills,  aiid  having 
at  dry  times,  especially,  little  or  no  drain  of  freshes  into  them,  have 
their  outlets,  made  in  the  wet  seasons,  very  soon  choaked  up  by 
the  suri,  and  in  time  banked  in  even  with  the  rest  of  the  beach. 

In  the  vegetable  productions  I  could  observe  but  little  variety,  vegetable 
There  are,  however,  several  plants  not  to  be  found  about  Port  P^^i"*^ 
Jackson,  some  of  which  I  collected,  but  lost  by  wet  and  damp  in 
the  boat. 

The  uiimals  have  nothing  new  in  them  worth  mentioning,  with  The  aninua 
these  exceptions — ^that  the  men,  though  thieves,  are  kind  and  k*n8*>™- 
friendly,  and  that  the  birds  upon  Fumeaux's  I^nd  have  a  sweet- 
ness of  note  unknown  here. 

Of  what  the  mineral  productions  may  be,  as  I  am  not  able  to  ifinends. 
speak  with  precision,  I  will  say  nothing ;  but  if  ever  a  mineral- 
ogic&l  expedition  should  be  undertaken  to  the  southward,  whoever 
went  would  do  well  to  examine  more  particularly  the  coast  between 
the  islands  lying  off  Hat  Hill  and  Long  Nose  Point,  especially  in 
those  places  where  the  surface  of  the  earth  has  been  disturbed  by 
subterraneoQs  fires,  and  likewise  the  whole  of  Fumeaux's  Land 
aad  tbe  isles  adjacent.  Even  in  those  places  the  prospect  of  a 
Buccessfull  research  is  but  very  doubtful. 

Geobge  Bass. 
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1798 

25  Feb. 

Latitude  of 
Cape  SI 
Qeoi^eand 
LonorNose 
Point. 


Cook 
discovers 
Cape  St. 
Geoi*gre 


and  Long 

Nose. 


Captain 
Bowen's 
computa- 
tions. 


Longf  Nose 
Point. 


Cuckold's 
Point 


Memorandum, 

A  MEMORANDUM,  intending  to  point  out  the  errors  Capt.  Bowen 

seems  to  have  fallen  into  respecting  the  positions  of  Cape 

George  and  Long  Nose  Point ;  and  serving,  likewise,  to  correct 

the  mistakes  I  have  unavoidably  been  led  into  by  taking  \m 

latitudes  of  those  places   as  their  true  latitude,  not  then 

knowing  the  latitude  in  which  their  discoverer,  Capt.  Cook, 

had  laid  them  down. 

In  Capt.  Cook's  voyage  to  this  coast  (vol.  2,  page  48)  we  read  :— 

**  Tuesday,  April  24th. — At  this  time  our  latitude  by  observation 

was  35*  10'  S.      A  point  of  land  which  I  had  discovered  on  St 

George's  Day,  and  which  therefore  I  called  Cape  George,  bore  west 

19  miles,  and  the  Pidgeon  House  (the  latitude  and  longitude  o! 

which  I  found  to  be  30'  19'  S.,  and  209'  42'  W.)  S.  75  W." 

"Wednesday,  25th. — About  2  leagues  to  the  northward  of 
Cape  George  the  shore  seemed  to  form  a  bay  which  promised 
shelter  from  N.K  winds,  but  as  the  wind  was  with  us  it  was  not 
in  my  power  to  look  into  it  without  beating  up,  which  would  have 
cost  me  more  time  than  I  was  willing  to  spare.  The  north  point 
of  this  bay,  on  account  of  its  figure,  I  named  Long  Nose.  Its 
latitude  is  35°  6'." 

Now  for  Capt.  Bowen.  To  the  sketch  of  what  he  has  called 
Jervis  Bay  he  has  run  on  a  coast-line  for  a  few  miles  to  the 
northward  of  that  bay.  In  that  coast-line  he  places  Cape  George 
in  lat.  34'  55',  and  Long  Nose  34'  50' — the  former  15  mil^  north 
of  its  true  place,  and  the  latter  16  miles  ;  but  he  names  a  point 
Cuckold's  Point,  and  fixes  it  in  the  precise  latitude  of  the  trae 
Long  Nose.  Now  this  Cuckold's  Point  happens  to  be  of  a  form 
answering  the  description  of  Long  Nose,  for  it  is  long  and  low. 
It  must  be  allowed,  however,  that  it  is  not  the  extreme  point  of 
the  bay,  for  Point  Pei-pendicular  is  its  extrema  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  must  be  readily  granted  by  any  one  who  has  seen 
the  place  that  when  to  the  southward  of  the  bay,  which  was  Capt 
Cook's  situation  when  he  speaks  of  Long  Nose  as  forming  its 
northern  extremity,  then  Point  Perpendicular  has  no  visible 
appearance  of  a  projection  or  point,  but  seems  to  be  in  a  line  with 
the  rest  of  the  cliffs ;  whereas  Cuckold's  Point,  as  Capt.  Bowen 
has  called  it,  is  so  conspicuous  as  not  to  fail  of  being  remarked  as 
a  point,  notwithstanding  its  being  at  some  distance  within  the 
entrance  of  the  bay. 

It  may  therefore,  I  imagine,  be  fairly  concluded  that  the 
Cuckold's  Point  of  Capt  Bowen  is  the  Long  Nose  Point  of  Capt 
Cook,*  and  that  Jervis  Bay,  altho'  not  named  by  him,  was  dis- 
tinctly seen  to  be  a  bay,  and  was  spoken  of  as  such.     As  further 

*  The  point  Cook  called  Long  Noee  Point  and  Bowen  Cuckold's  Point  is  now  called  Dart 
Point.— Admiralty  Chart. 
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proof,  it  might  be  observed  that,  at  about  the  distance  to  the  south-       1798 
ward  of  Jervis  Bay  which  Capt.  Cook  fixes  his  Cape  George,  there     25  Feb. 
is  a  high  mountainous  point  or  cape  that  forms  the    northern 
extreme  of  the  bight  at  the  back  of  which  the  Pidgeon  House  is 
situated. 

About  2  miles  to  the  southward  of  this  cape  I  had  an  obser- 
vation which  gave  latitude  35'  14',  but  I  then  had  no  idea  of  its 
being  Cape  George,  having  always  judged  of  the  latitude  of  that 
place  and  of  Long  Nose  from  Capt.  Bowen's  sketch,  which  I  had 
with  me  in  the  boat.  Being  now  convinced  of  the  error  of  that  captain 
sketch  it  will  be  necessary  to  correct  the  mistakes  it  has  led  ^JJty  ' 
me  into.  sketch. 

In  my  sketch*  of  Shoals  Haven  I  have  struck  off  from  the 
south  point  of  that  place  the  extremes  of  the  bay  in  which  it  is 
situated — the  one,  Long  Nose  Point,  N.  12'  E. ;  the  other,  Cape 
George,  S.E.  These  must  now  be  considered  as  the  northern 
extreme,  N.  12*  E. ;  another  southern  extreme,  S.E. 

George  Bass. 


Memo  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks.     (Banks  Papers.)  1797 

1 1  th  December,  1 797.         11  Dec. 

George  Sutter  [Suttor],!  23  years  old,  intends  to  marry  before  Free 
he  goes  out.  ■*'**^*'"- 

His  father  is  a  farming  gardener ;  he  wishes  to  go  out  because 
he  sees  no  prospect  of  establishment  here,  as  he  has  an  elder 
brother. 

Has  some  property,  enough  to  fit  him  out,  not  enough  to  fit  out 
himself  and  wife;  expects  a  passage  out,  a  hundred  acres  of  land 
stocked,  and  a  house,  and  two  men  to  work  it  for  one  year,  and 
maintenance  from  the  stores. 

The  parents  will  help  them. 

Wishes  to  go  in  the  ship  with  Mr.  Rowe. 

Captain  Hebbot,  Mr.  Rowers  friend. 

Jas.  Rowe,  of  Kensington,  a  farmer's  son,  with  a  child,  is  to  go 
in  the  next  ship. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

13th  December,  1797.         13  Doc 
Parole — Tinemouth.  Countersign — Exmouth. 

fflE  Commissary  is  directed  to  issue  6  lb.  of  maize  to  the  convicts  Rations. 
"1  addition  to  their  ration  of  wheat. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

*  This  sketch  cannot  now  be  found.  t  Post,  p.  382. 
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A  weaver's 
plant. 


17  Dec 


Ration. 
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To  a  new  deal  linnen  loom 

To  6  winding- wheels,  6  swifts  and  spires 

To  4  pr.  of  pulleys  and  16  hooks 

To  1  gross  bobbins     

To  tackle  for  table-linnen 

To  9  vatows 

To  12  pr.  of  best  temples 

To  a  pr.  of  fly  battens,  a  fly  shuttle,  and  6  pr.  of  extra 

drivers  

To  3  thousand  pipes 

To  carriage  for  the  above  articles,  to  be  delivered  at  the 

King's  stores,  Deptford 


£     & 

d. 

7    7 

0 

2  11 

0 

e  14 

0 

0  18 

0 

0  12 

0 

2    4 

0 

1  11 

6 

1     6 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  12 

0 

£18    5    6 


Government  and  General  Order. 

17th  December,  1797. 
Parole — New.  Countersign — Crops. 

The  Commissary  is  directed  to  issue  on  next  Satuixlay  the  ration 
of  wheat  agreeable  to  the  proportion  served  before  the  late  re- 
duction. Jno.  Hunter. 


22  Dec. 


Incen- 
diaries. 


A  common 
danger. 


Government  and  Grneral  Order. 

22nd  December,  1797.     , 
Parole — Watchman.  Countersign — Constable.  I 

Whereas  an  attack  was  made  on  Wednesday  night  last  on  thej 
house  of  John  Mitch  am,  a  settler,  in  the  district  of  Concord,  bv 
three  men,  two  of  whom  it  has  appeared  had  their  faces  black 'd 
to  prevent  discovery,  and  after  beating  the  man  they  set  fire  to 
bis  honse  and  to  the  whole  produce  of  his  last  year's  labor — one 
stack  of  wheat  which  he  has  just  secured. 

This  is  an  offence  of  so  serious  a  nature  to  the  colony  at  lai^c 
that  the  Governor  has  thought  proper  to  call  upon  every  man 
who  values  the  safety  of  his  house  and  security  of  his  iMX)pertv 
to  use  their  utmost  vigilence  in  discovering  the  above  oflPenders, 
that  the  law  may  have  an  opportunity  of  shewing  its  ability  to 
defend  the  property  of  every  inhabitant  of  the  colony  by  the 
punishment  of  those  who  dare  to  attack  it.  His  Excellency  also 
judges  it  necessary  to  observe  that  the  whole  inhabitants  of  tlie 
settlement  cannot  fail  to  see  the  danger  of  suffering  mischiefs  of 
this  kind  to  pass  unpunished,  as  the  most  ignorant  must  know 
that  every  reduction  of  the  quantity  of  wheat  must  be  attended 
with  a  reduction  of  the  ration,  which  cannot  fail  to  be  felt  by  the 
whole  of  the  people,  whether  on  or  off  the  public  store. 

*  Forrarded  by  Mr.  B.  Merrick,  of  14,  Orey  Eagle-street,  Spltatllelds,  London,  to  Tndcr 
Secretary  King.  The  articles  were  required  for  the  manufactare  of  ooane  <doth  and  eonbjre 
from  the  flax-plant,  by  the  convicts  at  Sydney  and  Norfolk  Island.  Ante,  pi  191,  and  pok^ 
p.  375. 
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Any  person  who  shall  come  forward  and  lead  to  such  discovery  1707 

of  the  above  offenders  as  may  serve  to  convict  them  before  a  Court  22  Dec. 

of  Criminal  Judicature,  if  a  convict^  shall  receive  a  conditional  ■— 
emancipation,  that  is,  to  be  made  free  in  this  country  and  have 
permission  to  become  a  settler.                               jNa  Hukter. 


Minute  of  The  Board  of  Trade. 
At  the  Council  Chamber,  Whitehall,  the  26th  of  December,  1797.     ^  ^^' 
Read — ^A  memorial  of  the  merchant-adventurers  in  the  southern 
vrhale-fisherj,  stating  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  vessels  whaling 
employed  on  the  southern  whale-fishery  should  put  into  some  ports  i£>ath  Seas. 
or  isl^ds  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  for  the  purpose  of  refreshing  their 
crews,  which  they  are  prevented  from  doing  by  the  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain ;  representing,  at  the  same  time,  that  they 
have  strong  reason  to  suppose  that  the  spermaceti  whale  and  seal 
fishery  might  be  carried  on  to  gi*eat  advantage  at  Kerguelen's 
Land,  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  off  the  coasts  of  New  Holland,  the  New 
Hebrides,  New  Caledonia,  New  Zealand,  the  Phillipine  Islands,  and 
Formosa,  but  that  by  the  Act.  of  Parliament  of  th^  35th  of  his  35  Geo.  iti, 
present  Majesty,  cap.  92,  sec.  19,*  such  vessels  are  restrained  from  °*  ^ 
proceeding  further  north  than  tbe  Equator  and  further  east  than 
51  degrees  of  east  longitude,  and  consequently  from  carrying  on 
tbe  fishery  at  and  near  the  places  above  mentioned,  where  they 
might  procure  the'  refreshments  they  stand  in  need  df,  and  conse- 
quently escape  the  risque  of  capture ;   and  therefore  praying  that  sututory 
the  restriction  above  mentioned  may  be  taken  off,  and  that  a  Bill  restrictions, 
may  be  immediately  brought  into  Parliament  for  that  purpose,  or 
that  such  relief  may  be  given  them  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Parliament 
shall  seem  fit 

Ordered — That  a  copy  of  the  said  memorial  be  transmitted  to 
William  Ramsay,  Esquire,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Court  of 
Directors  of  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading 
to  the  East  Indies,  with  a  letter  expressing  the  hope  of  the  The  rigbts 
Lords  of  this  Committee  that  the  Court  of  Directors  will  not  be  a^jj^ndia 
avei'se  to  a  compliance  with  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  for  the  Compony. 
benefit  of  the  southern  whale-fishery  (which  is  become  a  very  im- 
portant branch  of  commerce),  as  far  as  they  conceive  may  be  done 
consistently  with  the  security  of  their  commercial  rights ;  and 
desiring  that  the  Court  of  Directors  will  report,  with  all  convenient 
expedition,  their  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  said  memorial, 
suggesting,  at  the  same  time,  in  case  of  a  compliance  with  the 
wqnest  of  the  memorialists,  such  regulations  and  restrictions  as  may 
be  thought  necessary  for  preventing  the  ships  engaged  in  the  south- 
em  'whale-fishery  from  interfering  with  any  of  the  essential  rights 
to  which  the  East  India  Company  is  entitled  under  its  charter. 

* "  An  Act  for  farther  enoonraglng  and  regnlatingr  the  Southern  Whale  flsheriee,'* 
I>MNd2Sad  June,  179&.— See  Baithby's  Statates  at  Large,  voL  ix,  p.  747. 
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17«7 

31  Dec. 

N.S.~wiae8 
Corps. 


New  South  Wales  Corps. 


Aank. 

Name. 

Date.        i 

Lt-CJoLComm... 
Major      

Captains  . .        ^ 

( 
Lieutenants       ..       -^ 

Ensigns  .. 

Chaplain 

Adjutant 

SuMfeon 

Assutant-Burg 

Francis  Grose          ..        ..        

William  Paterson 

Joseph  Foveauz 

George  Johnstone 

JohnM'Arthor       

JohnTownson         

Edward  Abbott        

Thomas  Rowley       

John  Tho.  Prentice 

Wailam  Beckwith 

William  Cummlngs  . . 

JohnClephane        

John  Piper 

NeUM*Kellar           

Thomas  DaTies        

James  Hunt  Lucas 

Anthony  Fenn  Kemp 

Wmiam  PatuUo       

John  Brabyn           

William  Moore         

John  Lenigar  Brock          

William  Burno        

JamesBain 

William  Minchin 

Thomas  Layoock     ..        ..-       

John  Harris 

15  July,  1796 

4  Not.,  1795 

6  Apr.,  1791 
25  Sept,  1793 

6Mv,    1795 

6       da 
11  Nov. 
20  Sept,  1796    j 

6  Apr.,  1791 
6         do. 

25  June,  vm 
6May.    1795   > 
6        da 

11  Not.             f 

29  Sept,  1796 

30  da 

24  July,  1798 
15  Jan.,    179« 

6  May.    1795 

7  do. 
SO  Dec. 

5  June,  1739 

6  Jan.,   1791 

26  Jan.,   1791 

Return  of  Labour  at  Sydney,  Parramatta,  and  Toongabbe, 

1797. 


Men  Employed. 


Work  Executed. 


I 


Carpenters.  Eight  carpenters,  wheel 
Wrights,  barrow-makers, 
and  labourers. 


At  Syd:«by. 

Made  sashes  and  furniture  for  Goverumenl 
House,  wheels  for  the  windmill,  a  rope- 
walk,  stocks  for  the  gun-carriages;  bnilt 
two  houses  at  the  hospital ;  set  up  a  bell  for 
assembling  the  people  to  work  ;  made  bed- 
steads for  both  the  hospitals ;  repaired  and 
altered  the  inside  of  Mr.  BaUnain's  hoose ; 
made  furniture  for  the  different  officerB' 
barracks ;  pailed  in  a  yard  for  the  cooper  to 
work  in  adjoining  the  store ;  pailed  m  the 
military  barrack,  exercising-ground,  Ac, 
&c.  ;  made  8  new  casks  and  2  timber 
carriages ;  repaired  and  fitted  up  the  old 
ones  ;  took  dbwn  the  wooden  hospital  and 
removed  it  in  a  line  with  the  other  bnirgs ; 
pailed  round  the  spring  and  cleared  out 
the  tanks. 


PUBLIC  WORKS. 
Bbtu&n  of  Labour  at  Sydney,  Ssc. — coniimied. 


Hen  Emptoytd. 


Sixteen  shipwrights, 
caulicera,  bost-boildera, 
labourers,  and  watch- 
men in  titt  dockyard. 


Xioeteen  brick  and  stone 
layers,  plaisterera,  and 
Isboorers. 


Foar  tailon 

Five  shoemakers  ... 

One  overseer  and  ioor  man 


Work  Executed. 
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IJMLtO 

nDsc 


Built  a  new  pinnace,  a  whaleboat  for  Para-  Ship- 
matta,  a  burthensome  punt  for  dischargiug  wiigMi. 
ships  with  the  more  expedition,  a  boat  for 
H.M.  ship  the  Reliance,  a  longboat  for 
H.  M.  ship  the  Supply ;  repaired  the  Francis 
schooner,  the  hospital,  and  South  Head 
boats ;  erected  a  steamer  for  seasoning  of 
plank ;  pailed  in  the  dockyard,  hung  gates, 
Diiilt  sheds  for  boats  and  for  the  sawyers ; 
lined  the  inside  of  the  provision  store ; 
remounted  upon  new  carriages  the  two 
brass  field-pieces  ;  made  sheds,  hacks, 
barrows,  molds,  &c.  for  the  brickmakers, 
the  former  ones  having  been  sufOTered  to  go 
to  decay  ;  layed  the  keel  of  a  new  brig  of 
150  tuns  burthen  ;  built  a  new  wood  wiat 
for  the  hospital. 

Built  the  brickwork  of  two  houses  in  the  BrlcUayen. 
hospital,  built  oveos  for  thepublick  bakers, 
erected  a  tower  150  feet  high  for  a  town- . 
clock,  a  rsnge  of  chimnies  at  the  hospital, 
a  new  granuary  with  two  floors,  shingled 
compleat ;  a  new  goal  for  felons,  double- 
lo^ed  and  thatched  ;  a  new  stone  wind- 
mill that  turns  two  pair  of  stones ;  a  new 
blacksmith's  shop,  70  feet  long  and  20  feet 
wide ;  a  new  goal  for  debtors ;  repaired, 
plaistered,  and  whitewashed  the  nouses 
of  the  Lieut. -Governor,  the  Rev'd  Mr. 
Johnston,  Mr.  Balmain,  Mr.  Grimes,  the 
Commissary,  Cap't  Rowley,  Lieutenants 
Prentice  and  Patullo ;  fitted  up  a  house  for 
the  reception  of  Adjutant  Brock ;  do.  for 
a  school  ;  repaired  the  well  and  stock- 
houses  at  Government  House ;  cut  a  drain 
all  round  and  repaired  the  provision  store  ; 
layed  the  foundation  of  a  new  house  for  the 
master-shipwright. 

Made  311  pair  of  trowsers,  31  coats,  83  iaokets,  lUlon. 
20  pair  of  breeches,  19  pair  of  drawers, 
29  waistcoats,  and  24  suits  of  children's 
deaths  ;  repaired  300  pair  of  trowsers,  240 
jackets,  15  pair  of  breeches,  and  72  waists 
coats. 

Made  240  pair  of  shoes,  sealed  609,  and  repaired  Shoemakers. 
240  do. 

Ck>ttstantly  collecting,  cleaning,  and   burning 
shells  into  lime. 
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Men  Emploj'od. 


Work  Executed. 


Fifteen  blacksmiths,  tin 
and  copper  do.,  hammer 
men,  tile-grinders,  far- 
rier, locksmiths,  and 
labourers. 


Two  cutlers 


Cue  cooper . 


Eight  sawyers 


Miscel-  Twenty-four  menmakeing 

laneous.  ^f  bricks. 

Six  do  makeiog  of  tiles  ... 

Two  overseers  and  twelve 
men  to  two  timber  car- 
riages. 

One  overseer  and  ten  men 
to  four  carts. 

Three  men  splittingof  laths 

Two  do.  splitting  of  shinele 

Three  barbers,  one  saddler 
and  harness-maker,  one 
bellman. 

One  bookbinder    ... 

One  sexton 

One  miller  and  one  assist- 
ant 

Two  basket  and  sieve- 
makers. 

One  watchmaker 

One  gardiner  and  two  la- 
bourers. 

One  printer  

One  millwright     

One  master  and  five  men . . . 


One    master    and    eleven 
men. 


Made  ironwork  for  the  different  pabUck 
buildings  and  boats  in  the  dock ;  hook^ 
hinges,  and  staples  for  the  Govt.  hntU; 
1  forge  and  4  men  constantly  employe^l 
makemg  and  repairing  tools  for  the  stone- 
cutters, quarrymen,  and  wellsinkers ;  made 
63  door  locks  and  keys,  43  padlocks  and 
keys;  repaired  140  locks  and  335  keja: 
made  586  hoes,  45  shovels,  33  spades,  46 
picks,  230  axes,  133  kettles,  and  276  frying- 
pans. 

One  constantly  emp'd  by  the  principal  surgeon 
in  keeping  the  surgical  instruments  in  oraer. 
The  other  makeing  and  grinding  knives, 
scissors,  &c.,  &c. 

Constantly  employed  by  Mr.  Layc€>ck,  the 
storekeeper,  in  the  provision  store,  his 
dwelling-house,  &c.,  &c. 

Cutting  boards,  rafters,  girders,  &c.,  for  the 
different  boats  and  buildings ;  sunk  pitts 
at  Long  Cove  for  the  conveniance  of  timber. 

Made  12,000  bricks  ^  week. 

Made  3,000  tiles  ^  week. 

Bringing  in  timber  for  the  sawyers,  dockyard, 

Bringing  bricks  to  the  several  buildings,  grain 

to  the  store,  kc. 
Split  2,000  laths  ^  week. 
Split  2,000  shingles  ^  week. 
Shaveing    all  the    servants    of    Government : 

makeing  and  repairing  harness,  collars,  &c, ; 

giving  publick  notices. 
Bindmg  books  for  the  Commissary's  office. 
Tolling  the  bell,  dimng  graves,  &c ,  &c. 
Attending  the  windmill,  grinding  wheat    for 

the  store. 
Makeing  and  repairing  baskets  and  sieves. 

Repairing  and  keeping  in  order  watches,  Ac, 
&c. 

Employed  in  the  garden  belonging  to  Govern- 
ment House. 

Printing  public  orders,  notices,  &c.,  &c. 

A  disablea  man ;  superintending  the  building  of 
the  windmill. 

In  the  Sydney,  schooner,  canning  proTissiona 
to  the  Hawkesbury,  bringing  grain,  cedar, 
&c. ,  from  thence. 

In  H.M.  schooner  the  Francis. 


PUBLIC  WORKS. 
Bkturn  of  Labour  at  Sydney,  ^c. — e4mtinued. 


Men  Employed. 


Work  Executed. 
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1  Jan.  to 
81  Doc 


Thirty-six  constables  and 

watchmen. 
Tvo  OTerseera  and  twenty 


One  eoxswain  and    eight 

men. 
One  coxswain     and    four 


One  ropemaker    and   one 


One  ezeeationer   and  one 
assistant. 


At  Sydney,  the  brickfields,  and  all  the  adjoin- 
ing districts. 

Cutting  posts,  rails,  and  rafters,  splitting  of 
palling,  loading  and  unloading  of  ships, 
longboats,  repairing  the  roads,  stowing  the 
store,  Ac,  &c. 

Belonging  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor's 
boat. 

In  the  longboats,  carrying  of  provission  to 
Paramatta,  and  bringing  of  grain,  boards, 
ftc,  from  thence. 

Makeing  of  cordage  out  of  curryjong. 

This  man  had  two  people  allowed  to  his  farm 
for  his  services,  he  being  a  free  man. 


At  PARBAMATfA,   1797. 


Nine  carpenters,  wheel- 
wrights, barrow-makers, 
and  labourers. 


Thirteen  blacksmiths,  tin 
and  hammermen,  file- 
grinders,  locksmiths, 
and  laboorers. 


Made  a  new  felons'  goal,  donble-logsed  and  Carpenters, 
thatched  a  bam  at  the  Ninety  Acres,  a 
new  stockyard  compleat,  with  a  picket 
fence,  and  penns  for  diseased  cattle;  re- 
paired the  intire  of  the  park  fence ;  built 
a  new  bridge  over  Duck  River,  which  was 
before  impassable;  built  a  house  in  the 
Governor's  garden,  25  feet  long  and  12 
feet  wide,  for  the  gardiners ;  made  doors 
and  window-shutters  for  the  military  bar- 
rack; built  a  skilling  to  Mr.  Atkins's 
house  ;  repaired  the  inside  of  the  common 
hntts  ;  repaired  and  new  floored  the  bam 
at  Constitution  HiU. 

Made  44  steel  mills,  220  hoes,  57  shovels,  43  Black- 
spades,  38  draught  chains,  15  feet  long  "^^^^ 
each,  120  breeching-chains,  212  grubbine- 
hoes,  400  fallinff-axes,  1,800  harrow- teeth, 
408  pair  of  hooks  and  hinges,  127  tommo- 
hawks,  47  bricklayers'  trowels,  6  survey- 
ing chains^  47  chimney  and  pott  barrs,  24 
clawed  hammers,  37  thatching-knives,  227 
syckles,  4  sett  of  weights  compleat  (from 
one  pound  to  fifty -six)  for  the  store,  15 
broad  axes  for  the  carpenters,  157  sawyrs' 
dogs,  24  sledge-hammers,  37  cart  axle- 
trees,  27  pitchforks,  47  pair  of  beetle  rings, 
28  saw  tillers,  27  shingling-hammers,  15 
door  locks  and  keys,  45  padlocks  and  keys  ; 
repaired  76  padlocks;  made  streaks  and 
nails  for  the  carts,  timber  carriages,  and 
waggons. 
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RsTniCN  of  Labour  at  Sydney,  <&c. — canimuecL 


Men  Employed. 


One  mason,  one  plaisterer, 
and  two  Ubourers. 


Woric  Executed. 


One  overseer  and  foar  men 

One  overseer  and  four   do. 
£ightsawyorB 

Three  tailors         

Two  shoemakers 

One    overseer     and    '^ten 


Twelve    men   makeing  of 

bricks. 
Six   men,   with    oxen,   to 

two  timber  carriages. 
Four  men,  with  oxen,  to 

two  carts. 

Two  barbers  

Two  bakers  

One  gardiner  and  two  a8< 

sistants. 
One  man     

Eighteen  men       

Eight  men 

One    do 

One    do 

Eighteen    constables   and 
watchmen. 


Plaistered  and  whitewashed  the  house  of  tlie 
Rev'd  Mr.  Marsden,  the  hospital  and 
surgeons'  houses,  Mr.  Livingston  a,  and  all 
Gov't  hutts  ;  built  a  chimney  and  r^aired 
a  house  for  the  residence  of  the  Provost- 
Martial  when  at  Parramatta  upon  duty; 
do.  for  Mr.  Barrington,  tiie  High  Cos- 
stable  ;  whitewashed  the  erannary  ;  paved 
a  yard  for  Mr.  Atkins ;  ouilt  a  ^dunmey 
and  repaired  the  house  of  Mr.  Brougfaton ; 
repaired,  plaistered,  and  whitewashed  the 
military  barrack  and  guard-hdose ;  do.  the 
houses  of  Messrs.  Hume  and  Jameson, 
superintendents  ;  made 63  grindstonea,  and 
broke  out  stone  for  various  usea. 

Constantly  collecting,  cleaning,  and  burning 
shells  into  lime. 

Burning  chnrcoal  for  smiths,  &c 

Cutting  boards,  scantling,  girders,  &c.,  for 
various  uses. 

Made  76  pair  of  trowsers,  148  frocks,  28  jackets, 
15  pair  of  breeches,  and  400  bags ;  occasion- 
ally at  other  work. 

Made  98  pair  of  shoes,  soaled  147,  and  repaired 
312  do. 

Bringing  timber  to  the  saw-pitts,  charcoal  to 
smith's,  loading  and  discharging  of  boats 
to  and  from  Sydney,  mangrove  for  the 
wheelwrights,  provissions  to  Toongabbee, 
&c.,  &c 

Made  6,000  bricks  per  week. 

Bringing  timber  to  the  saw-pitts,  boards  from 
thence,  &c. 

Bringing  wood  to  the  guard-houses  and  bar- 
racks, brick  to  the  several  buildings,  gnin 
to  the  store  and  to  the  wharf,  for  Sydney. 

Shaveing.all  the  servants  of  (government. 

Bakeing  for  do.  do. 

At  the  garden  belonging  to  Government  House. 

Att'g  to  ring  the  bell  that  assembles  the  people 

to  work. 
Jn  care  of  Goverment  cattle. 

Old  and  feeble,  taking  care  of  hutts  when  the 

people  were  at  work. 
Made  6  dozen  of  brooms  per  week. 
Makeing  and  repairing  sieves  and  baskets. 
At  Parramatta,  the  north  boundaries,  and  the 
adjacent  districts. 
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Ilea  Enployed. 


Seventy-four  men 


One  barber 
One  thatcher 
One  miller  ... 
Seven  men... 
Four  men  ... 

One  shoemaker 
Onctaylor  ... 
One  man    ... 
£ight  constables 

One   do.    ... 
Four  do.    ... 


Work  Executed. 


IJMLto 
81  Dec. 


At  Toonoabbie. 

Made  a  large  shed  for  cattle  ;  bailt  a  new  bam,  Work  %t 
80  feet  long  and  20  wide ;  shingled  and  Toongabbie. 
weather-boarded  it ;  made  and  put  np 
corn-binns ;  repaired  tbe  hoose  of  Mr. 
Fitzgerald,  the  snperintendant  ;  bnilt  an 
oven  for  the  public  baker ;  built  chimnies 
and  repaired  all  the  Qoyerment  butts ; 
hoed  up,  burned  off  the  weeds,  and  pre- 
pared for  wheat  299  acres  2  r.  19^  p. ;  do. 
for  maize,  112  a.  2  r.  23  p.  ;  sowed  642^ 
bushels  of  seed  wheat ;  the  women  weed- 
ing, &c. 

Shaveing  all  the  servants  of  Goverment. 

Thatching  of  butts,  wheat-stacks,  Ac.,  &c. 

In  charge  of  the  steel  mills. 

Takeing  caro  of  Goverment  cattle. 

Old  and  feeble,  takeing  care  of  the  butts  when 

the  people  were  at  work. 
Repairing  shoes. 

Repairing  jackets,  trowsers,  &c.,  &c. 

Getting  wood  and  water  for  the  guard-house. 

In  charge  of  tbe  bams,  wheat-stacks,  grannaries, 

storehouse,  preserving  the  peace,  &c.,  Ac. 
At  George's  River. 

At  the  Hawkesbury. 


Jno.  Hunteh. 


LivR  Stock. — Slst  December,  1797. 


Uve  stock. 


Honci. 

ICaree. 

Homed  Gbttte. 

Hogfc 

Sheep. 

GoatB. 

BuUand'  ^^^ 
Oxon.      *^** 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

»     1     » 

1 

in 

IW 

4,247 

748 

1,714 

781 

1,496 

Lamd  15  Cultivation. — 31st  December,  1797. 


A«n8  in  Wheat. 

AciesforMaixe. 

AensinBariey. 

8^i 

1,M7 

«8| 

Land  in 
culti>'ation. 
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1798  Memorial  op  Commissary  Palmer.* 

4  Jan.      The  memorial  of  John  Palmer,  Commissary  of  Stores  and  Pro- 
visions to  his  Majesty's  settlement  in  New  South  Wales, — 
Sheweth — 

Commirtarj'  That  your  memorialist  was  appointed  Comm'y  as  aforesaid  on 

Palmer.  ^j^^  ^^th  of  April,  1790,  by  Arthur  Phillip,  Esq.,  then  Govemor- 
(^neral  of  the  said  territory,  and  confirmed  in  that  appointment 
by  his  Majesty  the  2nd  day  of  June,  1791. 

That  your  memorialist  prior  to  that  appointment  had  servetl 
twenty-two  years  in  his  Majesty's  navy,  during  which  period  he 

His  services,  had  suffered  considerably  by  having  been  captured  in  the  course 
of  the  American  war,  and  by  the  loss  of  his  Majesty's  late  ship 
Sirius,  of  which  your  memorialist  was  at  that  time  purser. 

That  your  memorialist,  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  in  April, 
1790,  as  aforesaid,  was  assured  by  Governor  Phillip  that  he  was 
not  to  consider  the  salary  annexed  thereto  as  permanent,  but  that 
after  a  few  years  discharge  of  the  duties  of  Commissary  (which  at 
that  time  were  far  less  extensive  and  important  than  they  now 
are)  he  would  then  have  a  claim  upon  Government  for  an  increase 
of  salary,  or  some  emoluments  adequate  thereto. 

Expansion        That  your  memorialist,  from  the  encreasing  numbers  in  the 

department  colony  since  his  first  appointment,  and  from  the  many  settlements 
smce  established  (so  distant  from  the  seat  of  Government)  whei'e 
provisions,  stores,  <fec.,  are  obliged  to  be  deposited,  and  regularly 
issued,  and  where  considerable  purchases  of  grain  are  of  necessity 
made  yearly,  has  been  compelled  to  entrust  the  management  thereof 
to  persons  who  are  by  no  means  qualified  for  the  same,  or  capable 
of  keeping  their  accounts  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  your  Lord- 
ships, which  has  been  the  source  of  infinite  confusion  and  trouble 
to  your  memorialist. 

That  your  memorialist,  not  having  the  assistance  necessary  to 
enable  him  to  discharge  the  various  duties  of  the  department 
committed  to  his  trust  (now  become  very  extensive,  and  of  great 
importance)  is  prevented  from  paying  that  personal  attention  to 

setticmeiits.  *^®  different  and  distant  settlements  which  he  has  ever  been 
anxious  to  do,  and  which  he  conceives  would  be  highly  conducive 
to  the  interests  of  his  Majesty's  sei'vice. 

That  your  memorialist,  previous  to  his  departure  from  New 
South  Wales,  in  September,  1796,  by  letter  of  the  29th  of  August 

Hiinter  of  that  year,  represented  the  above  circumstances  to  his  Excel- 
lency Governor  Hunter,  requesting  at  the  same  time  that  he 
would  be  pleased  to  lay  the  same  before  your  Lordships,  which 
your  memorialist  has  every  reason  to  suppose  his  ExceUency  has 
complied  with. 

*  This  memorial  was  addressed  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  CommMoners  d  ht9 
Majesty's  Treasury'.    It  was  dated  4th  January,  1708,  at  which  time  Palmer  was  in  London. 
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That  your  memorialist  hopes  your  Lordships  will  take  into       1798 
consideration  what  is  above  stated,  and  see  the  necessity  of  his      4  jm], 
having  such  assistance  in  his   department  afforded  him  as  will 
enable  him  to  comply  strictly  with  your  Lordships'  directions  for 
the  good  of  his  Majesty's  service. 

That  your  memonalist  now  prays  your  Lordships  will  be  pleased 
to  consider  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  his  situation  and  his  past 
services,  and  grant  him  such  addition  to  his  present  salary,  and  An  increase 
such  assistance  in  his  department,  as  those  services  and  that  situ-  ^"  ^^'' 
ation  may  to  your  Lordships  seem  to  merit. 

And  your  memorialist,  &c.  John  Palmer, 

Commissary. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland.* 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord  Duke,  10th  January,  1798.         10  Jan. 

Since  I  had  the  honor  jof  writing  your  Grace  upon  the 
concerns  of  the  colony  by  the  ship  Britanniaf  {vid  Canton),  dupli- 
cates of  which  letters  I  herewith  ti*ansmit,  I  had  occasion  to  send 
the  small  Colonial  schooner  to  Norfolk  Island,  and  I  have  heard 
from  thence. 

The  commanding  officer  J  there  complains  that  they  are  without  condition  of 
wheats  and  informs  me  that  the  settlers  on  the  island  are  afraid  f^ll^^^^ 
to  risk  any  attempt  to  raise  that  grain,  from  the  ill  success  which 
lias  heretofore  attended  all  their  efforts  ;   that  in  consequence  oi 
their  endeavours  to  increase  their  breed  of  swine  their  consump- 
tion of  maize  has  been  so  great  that  they  are  become  short  of  that 
grain  also.     For  these  re€usons  he  requests  that  I  will  give  him  a 
discretional  power  occcisionally  to  raise  the  price  of  fresh  pork,  by  The  price 
way  of  encouraging  a  proper  attention  to  and  care  of  that  stock  ;  **'  ^'^' 
but  this  desire  I  have  not  judged  expedient  to  comply  with,  con- 
ceiving it  may  insensibly  lead  to  inconveniences  of  some  extent. 

The  settlers  have  petitioned  me  to  the  like  effect,  and  also  to 
be  permitted  to  build  a  vessel  for  navigating  between  the  island  shiu- 
and  this  place ;  but  as  I  do  not  think  the  reasons  urged  in  their  "  "^' 
petition  are  of  sufficient  weight,  and  I  supix)se  that  the  same  rage 
for  traffic  which  prevails  here  has  already  reached  that  island,  and 
will  in  due  time  effect  the  ruin  of  the  settlers  there,  as  it  has  done 
many  here,  I  have  positively  forbid  the  building  a  vessel. 

Enclosed§  is  my  letter  to  the  commanding  officer  on  the  subject 
of  his  complaints,  and  paper  No.  2,  which  I  have  sent  to  be  made 
public.  They  certainly  labor  under  very  great  inconveniences, 
and  are  exposed  to  numerous  impositions  in  the  purchase  of  such 

*  The  Duke  of  Portland's  reply  to  this  and  subf  equent  letters  of  Governor  Hunter  M-ill  be 
found  under  date  5th  November,  1799.— Post,  p.  738. 
t  The  Britannia  soiled  from  Svdne3'  in  company  with  the  Ganges,  in  August,  1707. 
X  Captain  Townson.  f  The  enclosures  are  missing. 


344 


HISTORICAIi  BECOBBS  OP  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


1798 

10  Jan. 

Profits  of 
merchants. 


Advantage 
of  a  public 
store. 


Improvising 
implements. 


Survivors 
from  the 
Endeavotir 


landed  at 

Norfolk 

Island. 


articles  as  are  occasionally  sent  from  hence  lor  sale  there;  bat 
that  is  an  hardship  which  I  hare  it  not  in  mj  pover  to  reiiiedj 
or  remove.  True  it  is  that  they  generally  exact  an  advaaoe  ci 
fire  hundred  per  cent,  upon  the  price  charged  here,  and  that  is 
seldom  less  than  an  equal  increase  on  the  original  value,  so  HuA 
the  labor  of  twelve  months  will  go  but  very  little  way  in  the  par- 
chase  of  those  trifling  comforts  which,  nntil  they  arrived  here,  th^ 
may  have  been  all  their  lives  accustomed  to  receive.  This,  your 
Grace  will  see,  is  a  very  hard  case,  and,  no  doubt,  fornishes  grounds 
for  discontent. 

If  what  I  have  said  and  taken  the  liberty  ic  suggest  in  mj 
letter  No.  25,*  relating  to  the  establishment  of  a  public  store  on 
account  of  Government,  should  be  adopted,  a  branch  of  that  store 
might  be  fixed  upon  Norfolk  Island,  and  I  am  convinced  that 
Government  might  be  very  moderate,  and  by  a  very  small  advan- 
tage might,  thro'  the  means  of  such  a  store,  lessen  the  expence  of 
maintaining  the  convicts ;  and  was  such  a  store  established,  I 
would  recommend  that  a  certain  quantity  of  spirits  be  sent,  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  an  entire  and  decided  stop  to  the  importa- 
tion of  that  article  by  any  but  through  the  immediate  channel  of 
Government.  In  short,  my  Lord,  I  confess  myself  at  a  loss  what 
means  to  devise  for  preventing  the  importation  of  this  article  in 
large  quantities  by  individuals. 

The  public  labor  on  Norfolk  Island,  as  well  as  at  this  place,  is 
now  very  slowly  carried  on,  for  want  of  a  supply  of  those  stores 
which  have  been  long  solicited.  At  this  time,  my  Lord,  I  am 
obliged  to  order  the  iron  bars  fi'om  the  windows  of  various  build- 
ings to  work  up  into  tools  and  implements  of  husbandry,  and  we 
make  nails  from  old  iron  hoops.  These  various  wants  your  Grace 
will  pardon  my  mentioning  so  often.. 

In  the  accounts  received  from  Norfolk  Island,  I  am  informed  of 
an  American  snow,t  which  had  refitted  here,  having  called  there 
and  landed  thirty-five  people  who  had  been  left  at  Dusky  Bay,  in 
New  Zealand,  when  the  ship  Endeavour  was  wrecked  there,  aboat 
twenty  months  before.  As  I  had  long  been  apprehensive  that  some 
of  these  people  might  still  be  in  that  melancholy  situation,  upon 
the  master  of  this  American  having  offered  to  go  thither  and  take 
off  such  people  as  he  might  find,  and  land  them  upon  Norfolk 
Island,  on  condition  that  I  would  permit  his  taking  from  the 
wreck  what  stcH-es  he  might  want,  I  refused  my  sanction  to  his 
taking  anything  from  the  wreck,  but  said  he  might  make  what 
terms  he  could  with  the  people  he  might  find  belonging  to  her,  and 
that  I  would  give  him  a  letter  to  the  commanding  officer  upon 
Norfolk  Island  to  permit  his  landing  these  people  there.     This 

•Ante, p.  210. 

t  The  American  vessel  was  called  the  Bfercary  (Ck^ns,  voL  11,  p.  48)l  The  EndeaTOor,  in 
consequence  of  her  unseaworthj  condition,  was  abandoned  at  Dusky  Bay,>  by  CkptDO 
Bampton,  in  October,  1796. 
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service  lie  has  performed  under  many  difficnlties,  and  has  sent  I3t6 
me  a  copy  of  his  agreement  with  those  unfortunate  people  whose  uhb. 
deploTshle  situation  for  so  long  a  time  had  given  me  much  conoem. 

I  have  now  to  inform  jour  Grace  that  on  the  fifth  day  of  Sep- 
tember last,  as  our  largest  and  best  boat^*  belonging  to  Government, 
wu  on  her  way  to  the  Hawkesbury  River,  carrying  thither  a  few 
stores,  and  to  bring  from  thence  some  articles  wanted  here,  a 
service  on  which  she  was  constantly  emplojredy  she  was  taken  Rumway 
poGsession  of  by  a  part  of  the  crew,  assisted  by  a  few  men  in  «»vi<^- 
another  boat,  who  threatened  the  life  of  the  coxswain  and  all  who 
dared  to  oppose  them.  They  put  him  and  three  others  on  shore  at 
Broken  Bay,  and  went  off  with  the  boat  we  know  not  whither. 
And  as  another  party  of  those  villains  went  off  some  time  after  in 
another  boat,  and  the  very  men  who  were  landed  from  the  iirst,  as 
unwilling  to  go,  were  a  part  of  the  second  gang,  I  am  of  opinion 
it  had  been  a  long  concerted  plan.  Not  having  any  fit  vessel  to 
porsBe  upon  such  occasion,  I  dispatched  two  row-boats,  well 
armed ;  the  one  went  about  sixty  miles  northward t  along  the  coast, 
and  the  other  forty  miles  southward,  but  without  success,  a  gale 
blowing  soon  after  the  escape  of  the  second  boat,  which  obliged 
the  officer  in  pursuit  to  land  upon  the  coast.  There  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  last  party  have  perished,  as  the  vessel  was  very 
feeUe.}     Most  of  those  people  were  of  the  last  Irish  convicts. 

Having  very  little  land  carriage  yet,  for  want  of  a  sufficiency  of 
Urge  cattle,  all  our  business  between  the  different  districts  is  w^ter- 
necessarily  carried  on  by  boats.     We  shall  consequently  be  liable  cwri^ff^* 
to  sach  desertions  for  want  of  fit  craft  to  send  in  pursuit.     I  am 
now  eBdeav<n*ing  to  build  one. 

A  third  attempt  was  preparing  soon  after  the  second,  of  which, 
iisving  gained  some  private  information,  I  was  enabled  to  take 
steps  for  counteracting  them.  They  were  suffered  to  make  their 
preparations  until  the  night  on  which  they  were  to  have  departed, 
and  I  then  collected  the  whole  of  the  constables  and  seized  a  party  An  abortive 
of  fourteen,  together  with  a  large  deposit  of  sea  stores.  I  sent  for  ^^^  *^ 
them  the  next  day,  and  spoke  to  them  in  public  upon  the  madness 
^  folly  of  their  scheme.  They  received  a  severe  oorp<Mral  punish- 
inent,  and  are  now  kept  to  hard  labor.  I  trust  this  disappointment 
^  serve  to  discoarage  similar  attempts  in  future. 

These  desertions  will  in  some  degree  serve  to  show  your  Grace 
that  the  opinion  whidi  I  ventured  to  give  in  my  letter,  No.  27, 
relative  to  the  proposed  plan  for  catching  and  curing  fish  for  the 

*  the  GnnbMiml.  An  aceoma  of  the  Mixore  ie  given  by  CoIHne  (vol.  ii,  n.  47X 
t  Thit  boftt  VBs  in  chaise  of  Lientenftnt  John  ShorUaod,  eon  of  Ueutemuit  Shortland,  the 
■^  osmt  in  ohai;^  of  the  tnuisports  of  the  First  Fleet.  It  was  on  this  trip  that  he 
^KQvered  Hunter  River.  As  early  as  June,  1796,  the  existence  of  coal  at  what  is  now 
«o«n  as  KevcasUe  had  been  deBioiittnited  by  some  fisbtimen  who  had  been  forced  to 
«Ke  ihelter  there.  For  Lieutenant  Shorthmd's  subsequent  movements  see  the  Naval 
tlironide,  vol.  xxiv. 

.J  ?^  people  remained  at  laige  until  Mardi,  179&    For  an  aceonnt  of  their  movements 
•EC  CoUwtt,  VOL  ii.  pp.  52,  78,  94,  99. 
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use  of  the  colony,  is  not  wholly  without  foundation.*  I  must  also 
beg  permission  to  observe  that  the  lenity  and  compassion  ex- 
pressed in  England  for  the  survivors  of  those  who  went  off  with 
the  King's  boat  in  the  year  1791,t  I  fear  may  have  contributed  to 
encourage  similar  attempts  now.  Had  those  people  been  sent  back 
and  tried  in  this  country  for  taking  away  ike  boat,  and  for  the 
perpetrating  of  other  robberies  upon  that  occasion,  we  should  not 
have  any  schemes  of  that  kind  projected  now. 

I  send  enclosed,  No.J3,  a  list  of  the  deserters  J  respect'g  whom  I 
have  written  to  the  commander-in-chief  of  his  Majesty's  ships  in 
the  Ecust  Indies,  because  I  think  it  probable  they  may  have  directed 
their  course  that  way. 

In  my  letter  No.  27  I  mentioned  the  entire  condemnation  of 
his  Majesty's  ship  Supply.  I  am  now  sorry  to  add  that  the  very 
infirm  and  leaky  state  of  the  Reliance  has  obliged  me  to  careen 
her,  and  to  give  her  such  repairs  as  our  strength  admitted.  My 
chief  concern  is  that  the  length  of  time  requisite  for  such  repairs 
has  completely  lost  the  season  for  returning  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  for  another  cargo  of  live  cattle,  and  has  much  retarded  many 
other  public  works.  My  complaints  relative  to  the  state  and 
condition  of  those  two  ships,  from  which  I  expected  to  derive  so 
much  benefit  to  this  colony,  I  have  made  to  the  Admiralty  and 
Navy  Boards.  It  is  therefore  not  necessary  to  trouble  your  Grace 
further  upon  that  subject. 

I  enclose  for  your  Grace's  perusal  a  letter.  No.  4,§  which  I  Lave 
lately .  received  from  the  settlers  in  one  of  the  districts.  I  have 
also  received  similar  petitions  from  those  of  the  other  districts,  in 
which  they  complain  of  the  prices  charged  them  by  the  different 
dealers  to  be  still  higher  than  those  in  the  enclosed  |)aper.  Those 
being  out  of  all  reason  exorbitant,  what  may  we  call  the  prices  on 
Norfolk  Island  1 

From  this  paper,  my  Lord,  you  will  discover  how  necessary  it  is 
that  their  distresses  be  considered,  and  that  some  means  be  devised 
for  relieving  them  in  the  purchase  of  such  European  articles  as 
they  require. 

Notwithstanding  the  vast  number  of  settlers  as  appears  upon 
the  register,  I  see  clearly,  my  Lord,  that  unless  some  mode  is 
established  for  putting  an  effectual  stop  to  the  trading  of  the 
officers  and  others,  and  consequently  to  the  immense  prices  from 
time  to  time  imposed  upon  the  articles  in  requisition,  instead  of 
our  cultivation  encreasing  I  fear  we  shall  raise  less  grain  every 
year.  The  settlers  are  so  frequently  ruined,  their  crops  mortgaged, 
their  persons  imprisoned,  and  their  families  beggared,  and  falling 

"  Ante,  p.  234. 

t  Hunter  evidently  refers  to  the  escape  of  William  Bo't^nt  and  his  companions,  in  March, 
1791. 

t  This  list  is  mlssinfi:. 

f  The  letter  from  the  settlers  Is  misranfir,  hut  one  apparently  of  similar  purport  wOl  be 
found  at  p.  967,  post. 
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back  upon  the  public  store  to  prevent  starving  through  the  heavy       1796 
debts  they  contract,  having  no  other  means  to  which  they  can     lojan. 
apply,  that  their  ground  by  this  means  becomes  useless  for  the 
want  of  strength  to  work  it. 

These  considerations  have  determined  me  to  use  every  effort  in  Efforts  to 
my  power  to  render  Government  as  far  independent  as  possible  of  '®'<*""* 
the  farms  of  individuals  ;  but  to  accomplish  that  completely  will 
require  many  years,  and  many  hands  with  many  additional  officers, 
particularly  when  it  is  considered  what  was  the  state  of  the  colony 
when  it  fell  into  my  hands ;  however,  the  efforts  of  vigorous  exer- 
tions are  every  year  more  and  more  apparent,  and  I  shall  conse- 
quently raise  all  the  grain  I  can. 

I  have  began  with  such  strength  as  I  am  possessed  of  to  clear 
some  ground  for  Government,  the  distance  of  near  three  miles 
from  Farramatta,  in  a  very  beautiful  situation ;  and  a  few  of  the 
marine  settlers  are  fixed  upon  the  banks  of  a  river  which  empties  settien  on 
itself  into  Botany  Bay,  where  the  land  promises  well ;  but  as  I  Oeoi^e's 
shall  now  furnish  your  Grace  with  a  small  chart,  originally  con- 
structed by  myself,  and  which  I  have  corrected  in  an  excursion 
I  have  lately  made  to  the  southward,  your  Grace  will  find  these 
places  pointed  out.* 

On  this  excursion  I  was  highly  gratifyed  to  fall  in  with  an  herd 
of  our  wild  cattle,  in  which  sixty-seven  in  number  were  counted ;  wna  Attic, 
but  having  the  former  year  seen  a  greater  number  together,  I  am         I 
of  opinion  they  divide  into  separate  herds.    This  conjecture  was  con-         ) 
firmed  soon  after  by  the  return  of  a  few  officers,  who  had  taken  the 
same  rout.    They  fell  accidentally  upon,  I  believe,  the  whole  herd 
together,  for  they  were  too  numerous  to  be  ascertained,  but  they 
judged  them  to  be  about  one  hundred  and  seventy.    This  is  highly 
probable. 

A  small  river  has  been  lately  discovered  by  a  boat  I  had  occa-  Hunter 
sion  to  send  northward  in  pursuit  of  the  deserters ;  it  is  about 
sixty-five  miles  from  this  part ;  on  its  south  shore  and  near  the 
water  a  considerable  quantity  of  coal  was  discovered,  and  speci- 
mens were  brought  hither.  As  soon  as  the  public  service  will 
admit  of  my  absence  from  hence,  I  propose  to  go  thither  in  a 
boat  and  examine  this  discovery  myself,  after  which  your  Grace 
shall  be  more  particularly  informed. 

There  was  a  considerable  quantity  of  coal  discovered  to  the  Cooi  ciiff, 
southward  of  this  harbour,  t  and  I  directed  it  to  be  examined ; 
specimens  were  accordingly  brought,  which  I  sent  to  Sir  Joseph 
Banks  by  the  last  China  ship.      This  coal  is  very  good,  but 
difficult  to  attain,  being  a  strata  or  vein  of  an  immense  steep  cliff, 

*  The  chart  is  reproduced,  with  the  eicepUon  of  the  lettering,  which  has  been  made  more 
legible ;  with  this  exception  It  Is  an  exact  reproduction,  on  a  reduced  scale,  of  the  origitial. 

t  Ante,  pp.  237,  289.  The  coal  was  originally  discovered  in  May,  1797,  by  three  survivors 
of  the  party  which  left  the  wreck  of  the  Sydney  Cove  and  attempted  to  walk  to  Sydney.— 
Appendix  A. 
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m%      ne&r  the  sea^  extending  eight  or  nine  miies  along  the  coast  south- 
10  Jan.     ward,  nor,  unless  we  can  find  aom»  little  harbour  near,  can  we 
hope  to  derive  any  great  advantage  from  it. 

Were  I  to  close  this  letter  without  begging  permission  to  draw 
your  Grace's  attention  for  a  moment  to  a  matter  which  I  conceive 
of  some  importance  to  this  colony,  I  should  accuse  myself  of 
neglect  of  duty.     I  mean  to  observe,  my  Lord,  that  if  so  large  a 
iriBh  proportion  of  these  lawless  and  turbulent  people,  the  Irish  convictts, 

convicts.  gj.g  ggjj^  ^^  ^Yns  country,  it  will  scarcely  be  possible  to  maintain 
that  Older  so  highly  essential  to  our  well-being.  Those  whom  we 
have  received  from  that  country  within  the  last  year  have  com- 
pletely ruined  those  whom  we  had  formerly  received  from  England, 
who,  although  extremely  bad,  were  by  no  means  equal  in  infamy 
and  turbulence  to  the  others  until  mixed  with  them,  which  it  is 
Perjoiy.  impossible  to  avoid.  The  shocking  crime  of  perjury  is  now  become 
so  common  that  it  is  difficult  to  bring  the  most  atrocious  crimimds 
to  justice.  Permit  me  to  hope,  my  Lord,  that  your  Grace  will 
consider  this  evil,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  have  it  corrected  by  a 
less  proportionate  supply  of  such  characters.  Our  numbers,  and 
the  infant  state  of  this  colony,  will  not  admit  of  its  being  filled  up 
wholly  with  the  very  worst  of  characters. 

I  hope  that  such  of  the  civil  officers  of  the  colony  as  are  absent 
from  their  duty  may  by  this  time  be  on  their  return,  for  I  am 
exceedingly  in  want  of  the  assistance  of  the  whole  of  them.  My 
The  fatigues  task  has  become  so  extremely  arduous  and  fatiguing  that  I  clearly 
®  ^  ***  see  the  impossibility  of  a  single  individual  being  capable,  with 
justice  to  Government,  to  attend  to  the  whole  of  the  intricate 
concerns  of  this  colony. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  your  Grace  will  soon  discover  the  neces- 
sity (if  Government  is  to  continue  to  farm  so  extensively  and  to 
oovemmont  have  numerous  herds  of  cattle)  that  some  very  respectable  persons 
heMs."*^     ^  appointed  to  have  the  immediate  care  and  superintend  the 
management  of  those  respective  and  valuable  concerns;   for  to 
suppose   it  possible  that,  in  the  extended  state  and  concerns  of 
this  colony,  the  Governor,  who  has  so  multiplyed  a  variety  of 
duties  to  do,  can  possibly  attend  those,  will  only  be  found  to  occa- 
sion much  loss,  and  create  an  expence  fiar  beyond  the  value  of 
such  appointments. 
Expend!-  Permit  me,  my  Lord,  before  I  conclude  this  letter  to  recur  to  tlie 

tare.  expences  which  your  Grace  has  observed  is  occasioned  by  this  colony, 

and  on  which  subject  I  also  some  time  past  heard  from  the  Treasury. 
Suffer  me  to  assure  your  Grace  that  the  drawing  of  bills  for 
expences  incurred  in  this  colony,  however  necessary  and  unavwd- 
able  they  have  hitherto  been  on  my  part,  is  the  only  duty  which 
in  a  long  service  of  his  Majesty  I  ever  performed  with  reluctance ; 
it  occasions  to  me  a  labour  and  anxiety  of  mind  which  very  far 
surpasses  all  the  fatigues  of  the  body. 
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It  fell  to  my  lot^  my  Lord,  to  undertake  the  busineafi  and  man- 
agement of  this  colony  at  a  most  unfortunate  period,  not  only  on     lo  jmi. 
acoonnt  of  the  mother  country  being  engaged  in  an  expensive  .    — 
war,  but  that  its  own  internal  concerns  were  in  a  state  that  I  do  explanation, 
not  wish,  after  what  I  have  already  said,  to  repeat,  further  than 
tliat  they  have  occasioned  much  expenoe  to  the  nation,  which  no 
human  wisdom  could  put  an  immediate  stop  to  ;  indeed,  my  Lord, 
it  requires  time  to  conquer  the  difficulties  I  allude  to. 

I  have  in  a  former  letter  stated  generally  from  whence  those 
expences  arise.  I  must  again  take  the  liberty  of  adding  to  those 
remarks  that  your  Grace  may  not  have  adverted  to  the  original 
allowance  of  provision  issued  to  the  people  having  been  composed  PiovIbIoiis. 
of  various  articles.  Now,  having  nothing  to  issue  but  the  salt 
provision  sent  from  England  and  the  wheat  rais'd  in  the  country, 
it  liecomes  necessary  to  cover  every  other  deficiency  with  an 
additional  quantity  of  wheat,  which  makes  the  expenoe  of  that 
article  very  consiclerable.  For  this  expence  bilk  must  be  drawn 
here.  Tou  will  discover,  my  Lord,  that  whilst  we  continue  to 
have  so  great  a  demand  for  this  grain  we  cannot  expect  so  early 
as  we  could  wish  to  reduce  its  price ;  but  were  those  articles  which 
originally  constituted  a  part  of  the  common  ration  sent  ub  from 
EngUnd  as  formerly,  we  should  have  less  occasion  to  purchase  so  ^^^S^^  ^' 
krge  a  quantity.  But  I  must  beg  to  be  \inderstood,  my  Lord,  em  ^^'^^ 
not  wishing  that  Govemm't  should  be  at  this  expcuoe  whilst  we 
can  raise  a  substitute  in  this  country,  but  merely  to  explain  that 
if  the  articles  were  sent  this  expence  would  not  appear  in  the 
name  of  the  Governor ;  but  from  this  vast  demand,  occasioned  by 
the  chief  part  of  the  ration  l^eing  wheat,  the  produce  of  the  whole 
season  is  scarcely  sufficient  to  bring  round  the  fresh  crops.  I  was 
this  last  season  on  that  account  obliged  to  Morten  the  allowance 
for  a  time;  As  isac  as  I  can  venture  to  speak  from  my  own  jndg-  ^l^^uve. 
ment  and  observation,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  consider  this  country 
for  the  produce  of  wheat,  and  probably  much  other  grain,  as  good 
as  any  I  ever  knew  ;  and  that  capable  and  industrious  people,  as 
farmers,  instead  of  the  worthless  set  we  have  had,  would  have 
made  wonderful  progress  in  a  very  few  years. 

I  must  beg  that  your  Grace  u  ill  take  into  consideration  another 
great  cause  of  the  expence  with  which  your  Grace  appears  dis- 
satisfied. That  instead  of  those  buildings  which  were  necessary 
being  raised,  whilst  there  were  artificers  in  the  colony,  and  at  the 
disposal  of  Government,  I  found  those  formerly  erected  for  various  SSwac** 
purposes  in  ruins ;  the  whole  towns  of  Parramatta  and  Toongabbee,  baiidings. 
which  were  built  for  the  reception  of  convicts,  upon  their  arrival, 
vere  absolutely  in  decay.  If  these  undeniable  truths  are  not 
sufficient  to  account  for  much  of  our  expenoes,  I  must  be  at  a  loss 
what  arguments  to  use.  What  was  therefore  left  for  me  to  attend 
to  was  evident.  I  njust  repair  and  build  without  delay,  to  prevent 
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1708      that  distress,  that  loss  and  expence,  which  must  certainly  have 

10  Jan.     attended  any  indifference  on  my  part.    These  facts  are  too  obvious 

to  many  on  the  spot  to  render  any  studied  arguments  of  mine 

TOnaequence  ^^o^^ssary  to  prove  what  vast  sums  might  have  been  saved  by  a 

of  ii^ect.    timely  attention  to  matters  of  so  much  importance.     My  hands^ 

through  these  and  other  means,  have  been  most  completely  tied 

up  from  those  concerns  which  your  Grace  has  recommended  an 

attention  to,  and  which  I  well  know  the  importance  of ;  in  short 

my  Lord,  I  can  only  repeat  my  observation  that  the  colony  fdl 

under  my  direction  at  a  most  unfortimate  period,  and  in  a  very 

unpleasant  state,  from  various  causes,  all  of  which  1  trust  I  shall  get 

the  better  of,  if  I  keep  my  health  and  your  Grace  is  satisfied  that 

nothing  will  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  promote  the  public  interest. 

The  opinions*  of  the  Lord  Advocate  and  the  Lord  Justioe-Clerk 

^eSootch    of  Scotland  relative  to  the  men  sent  from  thence  for  sedition  were 

^''^""       highly  satisfactory  to  me. 

Enclosed  is  a  petition  from  Norfolk  Island,  No.  5,t  which  I  beg 
to  lay  before  your  Grace. 

I  cannot  help  observing,  my  Lord,  that  this  colony  has  now 
been  a  long  time  established  without  a  proper  building  for  the 
clergy  to  perform  divine  service  in,  which  is  really  a  disgrace  to 
us  as  a  Christian  colony,  and  had  not  my  hands  been  so  tied  up 
A  church.  ^  church  should  have  been  raised  long  since ;  but  being  weak  in 
public  labour,  and  in  danger  of  considerable  loss  for  the  want  of 
proper  public  buildings,  1  have  not  been  able  to  attend  to  so  neces- 
sary a  work,  except  by  involving  considerable  public  expense.  I 
trust,  however,  that  I  shall  very  soon  be  able  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  a  church.  J 

The  ship  Supply  being  completely  condemned,  I  have  taken 
b^'Bi  *^®  liberty  to  lay  down  the  keel  of  a  small  brig,  for  the  purpose  of 

"*  ***  keeping  up  the  necessary  intercourse  with  Norfolk  Island  in  the 
absence  of  the  Reliance;  but  we  shall  want  stores  if  I  should  be 
able  to  complete  her,  which  I  have  no  doubt  off.  She  will  be 
from  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons 
burthen.  I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

10th  January,  1798. 
Parole — Java.  Countersign — Malacca. 

SrJrwdwM  ^^TiCE  is  hereby  given  that  certificates  will  be  granted  at  thf 
Commissary's  Office,  in  Sydney,  on  Friday,  the  26th  instant,  to 
such  people  as  appear  to  have  completed  their  time  of  servitude 
in  this  country.  Jno.  Hunteb. 

•  Ante,  p.  Ill  et  seq.         f  This  petition  is  missinfr. 

t  The  first  church  was  burnt  down  on  Mondav,  1st  October,  1798;  (post,  p.  49&)l  It  vMthe 
one  built  by  the  Chaplain  during  Grose's  Lieutenant-Oovemorship.  See  also  Oolliiis, 
vol.  li  p.  129.  ,         ^ 
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GoYERXOR  Kino's  Commission.*  1708 

LlEUTENANT-GOYERNOR  KiNO,  of  Norfolk  Island,  is  to  go  out  to       lOJan. 

New  South  Wales  with  a   dormant  Commission   as   Governor-  ueuteUint 

General.  governor 

Kingr. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

1 9th  January,  1 7  98.         lo  Jan. 
Parole — Amiable.  Countersign — Virtuous. 

The  severe   sufferings   of  those  infatuated  people  "who  carried  Escapecii. 
awaj  a  boat  belonging  to  Ramsay,  a  settler,  have  been  such  as 
xpB  hope  will  deter  others  from  making  any  such  attempt  here- 
after,  t     One  of  the  men  who  did  belong  to  the  boat,  and  was 
carried  away  against  his  will,  having  returned  to  this  place  in  an 
extraordinary  way  and  wretched  condition,  has  given  us  a  cir- 
cumstantial account  of  their  sufferings.      Finding  it  impossible 
to  agree  amongst  themselves  (which  will  ever  be  the  case  where 
engajged  in  a  bad  design),  and  being  in  a  most  melancholy  situa-  T***!'. . 
tion  for  want  of  food,  one- half  the  crew,  through  the  principle  andproSbie 
of  self-preservation,  have  deceived  the  other,  and  have  left  them  '•**^- 
upon  a  desolate  island  on  some  part  of  this  coast,  the  situation  of 
which  we  cannot  ascertain,  where  therefore  they  must  inevitably 
perish.   It  is  well  known  that  the  whole  wou'd  gladly  have  returned 
to  Sydney,  and  submitted  to  any  punishment  short  of  death  ;  but 
they  had  forfeited  their  lives  by  the  ill-advised  step  they  had  taken. 
Those  who  have  got  possession  of  the  boat  belonging  to  Owen 
(Venagh  will,  in  all  human  probability,  share  a  similar  fate. 

The  Governor,  desirous  of  opening  the  eyes  of  many  of  the 
ignorant  people  of  this  colony  to  their  own  interest  and  happiness, 
particularly  those  who  have  lately  arrived  in  it  (for  he  does  not  ^^^.^^^ 
find  any  others  so  wicked,  so  lost  to  a  sense  of  their  own  comforts, 
as  to  be  concerned  in  such  mad  and  extravagant  schemes),  has 
thought  proper  to  state  briefly  the  situation  of  those  ill-fated  people, 
and  also  to  shew  that  he  is  desirous  of  giving  every  information 
which  can  contribute  to  render  them  contented  with  their  present 
lot,  and  dispose  them  to  that  industry  which  in  this  country  will 
insure  them  every  moderate  enjoyment.  His  Excellency,  from 
having  understood  that  some  of  those  people  lately  arrived  here 
from  Ireland,  and  whose  ignorance  makes  them  the  sport  of  more 
wicked  and  designing  knaves,  have  picked  up,  some  how  or  other, 
an  idle  story  of  the  possibility  of  travelling  from  hence  to  China,  Then-ay  to 
or  finding  some  other  colony  where  they  expect  every  comfort 
without  the  trouble  of  any  labour,  has,  to  convince  them  of  the 
^olly  and  absurdity  of  such  opinions,  and  also  as  far  as  possible  to 
prevent  that  loss  of  life  which  must  certainly  attend  every  attempt 

•  Beprinted  from  the  TtJte  Briton  of  leth  Juomry,  17«8.    The  text  of  the  CommUwlon 
'?J?  '®""<*  <»  P-  881.  poet. 
\  Thto  was  the  seizure  made  on  the  tod  October,  1798.— Collins,  vol.  2,  p.  52. 
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ms      to  discover  this  fancied  paradise,  ordered  from  among  those  dis- 

19  Jul     contented  people  four  men  of  theii*  own  dioioe,  and  on  whose 

story  they  can  depend,  to  be  supplied  with  what  provision  they 

can  take,  and  to  travel   into  the  country  as  far  as  they  are 

capable. 

But  to  prevent  their  perishing,  which  would  certainly  be  their 
fate  if  left  to  themselves,  he  has  ordered  two  men,  long  accustomed 
to  the  woods  and  intimate  with  many  of  the  natives,  to  accompany 
them,  that  in  case  of  their  repenting  of  their  attempt  they  may 
be  brought  back  to  tell  their  own  story.*  It  may  not  be  improper 
to  mention  that  one  of  these  men  who  now  go  as  a  guide,  f  when 
living  many  months  amongst  the  mountain  savages,  fell  in  witJi 
Dying  in  the  many  dead  bodies  of  men  whom  the  natives  assured  him  were 
buBh.  white  men  who  had  perished  there,  and  we  know  they  were  some 

of  those  ignorant  people  who  had  left  this  place  in  search  of  some 
other,  where  they  idly  supposed  and  believed  they  would  be  more 
happy. 

The  Governor  judges  it  necessary  now  to  declare,  that  after 
having  taken  so  much  pains  and  trouble  to  prevent  those  ignorant 
men  from  being  misled  by  more  wicked  and  mischievous  villains, 
and  to  convince  them  wherein  their  real  interest  and  happiness 
lays,  that  if  his  endeavours  prove  ineffectual^  and  any  such  wild 
A  warning,  and  madlike  plans  are  hereafter  laid  or  attempted,  that  whoever 
are  concerned  shall  receive  such  seventy  of  punishment  as  may 
probably  prove  a  stronger  argument  against  such  schemes  than 
any  other  he  can  use,  and  he  wiU  find  for  such  people  a  situation 
in  which  they  will  not  have  much  time  to  employ  in  hatdiing 
mischief.  Jno.  Hukteb. 


UabiliU«e. 


€k)VEBNHENT  AKD   GeNBBAL  ObDEB. 

22  Jan.  22nd  January,  1798. 

Parole — Pay.  Countersign — Honestly. 

lAtjourers'    SEVERAL  complaiuts  having  been  made  to  the  €k)vernor  by  people 
"      who  are  in  the  habit  of  giving  credit  to  such  artificers  as  are  hii'ed 
into  the  service  of  Government,  that  they  find  much  difficulty  in 
recovering  payment  of  those  debts  contracted  by  those  people,  and 

*  Hunter  fnt  this  adicme  into  execatknr.  On  the  14th  Jmaaiy,  1796,  the  pwty,  aooon- 
panied  by  a  guard  of  fuur  aoldiere,  started  from  Pammattx.  They  reached  as  oir  as  the 
foot  of  the  mountains,  when  three  of  the  oonyicts,  oonvinoed  of  their  error,  returned  with 
the  soldiers,  alter  an  absenoe  of  ten  days.  The  ffuides,  evidently  acting  under  inelrvetioni, 
pushed  on,  and  did  not  return  imtil  the  9th  February.  Aooordlng  to  the  account  of  one  of 
the  party,  a  freeman,  "who  was  capable  of  giving  an  account  of  the  obcurrenoes  of  ttie 
Journey"  (Collins,  vol.  ii,  p.  87),  they  started  from  Mount  Hunter  on  the  2tth  Januaiy,  and 
during  two  duys  travelled  fourteen  miles  in  a  S.  8.  W.  direction.  From  thence  they  ooimnued 
for  Ave  days,  taldnga  W.S.W.  direction  for  ninety-two  miles  until  they  vers  ttopped  by 
hunger  and  "  the  head  of  a  river  very  nearly  as  large  as  the  Hawkesbury,  appearing  to  run 
from  8.E.  to  H.W."— lb.,  p.  90.  The  Journal  of  one  of  the  party  wUl  be  found  in  Appendix 
C,  post. 

t  Evidently  tlie  man  Wilson,  to  whom  Collins  frequently'  allndee. 


DEFAULTING  DBBTOBS.  363 

as  many  of  them  are  far  less  honest  than  they  ought  to  be,  they  17M 
frequently  contract  debts  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  the  earn-  22j«n. 
ings  of  their  labour  can  discharge. 

This  Public  Notice  is  therefore  given  for  the  prevention  of 
impositions  of  this  nature,  that  the  Grovemor  has  given  direc- 
tions that  such  men  be  paid  their  wages  at  the  Commissary's 
office  on  the  last  Saturday  of  eveiy  month.  Such  persons  as  have  a  manWfy 
any  claim  upon  them  are  at  liberty  to  attend  on  those  days  and  v^-^^* 
take  such  steps  for  the  recovery  of  their  just  debts  as  the  law  will 
hraish. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


LlEUTBNANT^OVERNOE  KlSQ,'*^  27  Jan. 

LiEOTEKANT-GoYBRNOR  KiNG,  of  Norfolk  Island,  is  shortly  to  go  Lieutemyii- 
out  to  Botany  Bay  with  a  dormant  Commission  as  Governor-  2ing  mS" 
General,  in  case  of  either  the  resignation  or  death  of  the  present  Groee. 
Governor  Hunter.     Lieutenant-Governor  Grose,  whose  right  it 
was  to  succeed  to  the  Chief  Governorship,  is  made  a  colonel  in 
the  Army,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  Mr.  King's  appointment, 
which  he  receives  thro'  the  interest  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  whose 
collection  he  has  much  enriched. 


GOVERNMBNT   AND    GENERAL   ObDBR. 

29th  January,  1798.         29Jwi. 
Parole — St.  Lawrence.  Countersign  —Quebec 

A  GENERAL  muster  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  is  intended  ^SS^ 
to  take  place  at  Sydney,  Parramatta,  and  the  Hawkesbury,  and 
to  commence  at  each  of  those  places  on  Wednesday,  the  14th  of 
February,  on  which  day  all  the  labouring  men,  whether  free  or 
otherwise,  are  to  appear  and  answer  to  their  name&'  On  the 
following  day  (Thursday)  all  the  settlers  will  be  called,  and  on 
Friday  the  women  will  be  mustered.  It  is  expected  that  every 
person  do  strictly  attend  at  the  store  of  the  district  in  which 
they  reside.  Any  failure  on  their  part  will  be  considered  as  a 
disobedience  of  Public  Orders ;  the  person  so  offending  will  be 
immediately  secured,  and  ordered  to  hard  labour,  in  proportion  to 
the  manner  and  degree  of  their  offence. 

The  surgeon  will   answer  for  such  sick  as  are  uncapable  to 
attend. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

^  *BipilMri  from  the  JhMin  Btmimff  PoH,  Sttonliiy,  37th  Jmvuy,  1708.     Slag^ 
doinumt  OomiiilaBlon,  dated  lot  May,  1796,  wiU  be  found  on  p.  881,  post. 

VOL.  Ill — Z 
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1798  Judge-Advocate  Dore  to  Sir  Michael  le  Fleming.* 

6  Feb.       Table  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  from  on  Board  the  Barwell, 
Dear  Sir  Michael,  Monday,  5th  February,  1798. 

Having  done  myself  the  honor  of  writing  you  previous  to 
my  departure  from  England,  informing  the  result  of  my  applica- 
T^j^js         tions  to  Government,  in  being  apointed  Judge- Advocate  of  New 
nlent."         Soutli  Wales,  to  which  destination  I  am  with  my  son  Richard 
thus  far  on  our  passage,  I  trust  you  will  not  be  surprized  at  re- 
ceiving a  letter  from  me  at  this  distance,  nor  deem  it  a  liberty 
that  I  should  obtrude  on  you  my  further  correspondence,  since 
your  silence  to  the  last  letter  above  aluded  to,  of  him  you  always 
honored  with  your  friendship  and  esteem.     I  much  wished  that 
you  had  been  in  London  at  the  time  this  apointment  was  proposed 
to  me  by  Mr.  Baldwin,  as  you  might  have  furthered  my  prospects. 
moniSa!       However,  the  references  given  by  me  for  my  professional  know- 
ledge and  my  moral  character  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portlanil 
was  pleased  to  approve,  and  the  King  signed  my  Commission. 

Thus  far  have  I  embarked  in  a  cause  for  those  where  ray  own 
comforts  must  sacrifice  to  their  future  welfare,  which  must  con- 
sole my  lot. 

The  Buccleugh,  East  Indiaman,  sails  from  Simon's  Bay,  Capt. 
Hall,  to-morrow,  and  the  short  notice  I  have  of  forwarding  my 
letters  for  England  by  that  conveyance  precludes  me  the  oportunity 
of  premising  a  more  formal  letter  to  you. 

Impelled  from  motives  of  humanity,  I  submit  to  your  considera- 
Ad^rving  ^Jqj^  j.jjg  peculiar  hardship  of  a  transport  convict,  William  Lindsay, 
now  on  board  this  ship  under  sentence  to  Botany  Bay  for  life.  lie 
was  a  farmer  near  Kendal,  and  the  cause  of  his  complaint  in  the 
present  instance  is  invariably  true.  The  cruel  injustice  he  stiffers 
from  the  nefarious  villainy  of  William  B usher,  gaoler,  of  Appleby, 
Westmorland,  calls  aloud  for  the  interposition  of  that  justice  it 
remains  with  your  magisterial  authority  and  power  to  dispense 

Lindsay  has  been  informed  that  at  the  time  of  his  trial  you 
interested  yourself  for  him,  as  also  the  Duke  of  Queensberry 
(having  a  sister  in  his  Grace's  service),  and  from  his  beiog  capitally 
convicted  hence  his  sentence  was  mitigated.  He  further  has  been 
informed  (and  he  believes)  that  this  interest  procured  him  a 
conditional  pardon  for  his  serving  in  his  Majesty's  navy.  The 
A  wdi.  man  has  conducted  himself  with  great  propriety  on  board,  and 
^^i^  deserved  well  of  confidence ;  insomuch,  that  he  is  at  liberty  in  the 
ship,  and  entrusted  with  care  of  the  live  stock,  considered  as  one 
of  the  captain's  servants. 

The  case  I  have  briefly  stated,  with  no  farther  comments  than 
the  facts  he  now  details  to  me  at  writing  this ;  from  whence  the 

•  Printed  from  the  Rydall  Hall  MSS..  No.  6,092.  The  IIS.  wu  obUgingly  copied  and 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Magnath,  Provost,  <^een's 
College,  Oxford. 
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eondact  of  Busher,  the  gaoler,  is  extremely  reprehennble,  and  his       1796 
vilainy  cannot  be  too  severely  punished.  ,  g  Yeh, 

Should  you  incline  to  mention  this  business  to  your  att'y,  Mr. 
Harrison,  he  will  remember  Lindsay,  and  the  active  part  he  took 
at  the  trial ;  also,  intimating  your  benevolent  endeavour  to  save 
him  from  death. 

From  your  humane  cognizance  of  this  man's  distressed  situation, 
I  beg  leave  further  to  add,  that  should  you  prove  the  means  to 
recover  the  property  thus  cruelly  withheld  from  and  justly  duo  A  convict's 
to  Lindsay  from  Busher,  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  order  the  P'<>p«'*3" 
payment  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  Mr.  Sykes,  Arundel- 
street^  Strand,  London,  my  agent,  to  be  transmitted  through  his 
liands  to  my  accounts,  and  forwarded  me  to  Port  Jackson  in  specie, 
for  the  use  of  Wm.  Lindsay,  a  convict,  which  must  prove  a  com- 
fortable alleviation  to  his  sentence. 

I  will  enclose  you  the  particulars,  and  with  my  best  wishes  that 
yonr  influence  may  prove  propitious  in  assisting  this  oppressed 
man,  and  bring'g  the  miscreant  gaoler  to  proper  account,  I  conclude 
the  subject  I  have  thus  tediously  troubled  you  upon. 

However  unwilling  I  am  to  trespass  on  you  with  my  prolixity, 
yet  it  may  probably  be  expected  I  should  say  something  on  my 
change  of  scene.      My  apoin't  bears  date  9th  September,  1797* 
Monday,  6th  Novem. :   The  Harwell   sailed  from  Portsmouth,  Particoian 
bound  for  Botany  Hay,  with  296  male  convicts,  eighteen  free  ^oj9^. 
settlers  for  the  colony,  thirty-one  soldiery,  crew,  &c. ;    422  total. 
We  all  arrived  with  the  loss  of  three  convicts  only,  after  a  passage 
of  the  finest  weather  ever  known,  in  Table  Bay,  Gape  Town, 
Jan'iy  20th,  1798,  where  we  are  expected  yet  to  remain  a  month 
longer.     All  healthy  and  well,  and  no  reason  for  tarry  or  detainure. 
But  the  private  trade  of  the  master  of  these  transports  and  the  Prirate 
mates,  &C.9  takes  place  of  prosecuting  their  Governm't  contract,  *'^^' 
and  here  are  we  kept  till  they  vend  their  European  comodities  at 
the  Cape  at  three,  four,  and  five  hundred  per  cent  profit. 

We  sailed  under  convoy  of  the  Niger,  frigate,  and  sevl  other  The  convoy, 
sail,  all  of  whom  we  left  at  the  Madeiras,  but  the  Barwell  being 
a  remarkably  fast  sailer  we  got  here  long  before  them,  altho'  witJi 
cabns  and  adverse  winds  we  lost  a  fortnight.    Sunday  before  last, 
however,  the  Yirginie  (one  of  them),  Adm'l  Christian,  having  on 
board  Lord  Momington  for  India,  arrived  ;  and  on  Saturday  the 
Belridere  came  in,  with  Sir  John  Anstruther  for  India,  &c.     The 
Carron  is  also  come  in;  but  the  Anne  of  Bombay,  the  Anna  of 
Bengal,  Serat  Castle,  and  two  or  three  other  sail  are  not  yet  cast 
Tip.    The  fate  of  the  Lady  Shore*  (Wilcox,  master  and  owner),  the  The  Lady 
last  transport  from  England  before  us,  with  female  convicts,  before  ®**®"- 
this  reaches  you  will  be  known  in  London.     The  soldiers,  chiefly 
Foreigners,  rose  and  murdered  the  capt.  and  chief  mate  ;  took  the 
ship  for  Spain,  J:c. 

*  Po«t,  p.  413. 
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1786  The  Hope,  brig,  alongside  us,  is  {preparing  as  a  cartel  to  demand 

5.Fob.      hoi'  ^^^  crew,  which  the  Spanish  Gov't  has  officially  written,  to  the 

Gape  shall  be  restored,  having  secured  all  pnsonera     From  the 

The  river  Piatt  the  mutineers  in  the  boat  turned  adrift  the  second  mate« 

Midtheir     ^out  and  En.  of  the  soldiery,  with  some  of  their  wives,  and  otheis, 

victims.        who  reached  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  they  are  secure  and  sent  ti^ 

England,  except  the  mate,  who  has  bro't  this  acco't  to  the  Gape. 
a!^  Semple,  the  notorious  major,*  and  Knowles,  ilie  pardon-vendor, 

were  the  only  male  convicts  on  board,  who,  with  a  soldier  serv't 
of  Golonel  Grose's,  are  said  to  liave  been  the  chief  instigators  of 
the  revolt.  We  have  not  yet  experienced  anything  very  refrac- 
tory— ^twenty-five  in  number  had  meditated  a  rise,  when  the  sailors 
were  aloft,  to  seize  our  cuddy  arms  and  take  the  ship,  &c.,  by  th^ 
murder  of  us  all — but  one  impeached  the  preceding  evening,  and 
in  the  mom  they  were  call'd  up  and  every  soul  double-ironed  and 
coupled  in  pairs. 

I  have  the  best  accommodations  possible.  The  starboard  side 
of  the  round-house,  stern  gallery,  dca,  for  self  and  Rich.t  I  took  an 
hairdresser's  serv't  from  London  with  me.  Have  a  good  mess 
Dore'B  with  the  captain,  and  plenty  of  black  strap  and  fresh  provisions^ 
^^l^^ti.^^^  which  every  day  is  served  throughout  the  voyage;  pigs,  sheep, 
and  poultry  of  all  kinds  being  plentifully  stored  from  the  Isle 
of  Wight  when  we  embarked.  Cape  living  is  most  vile — ^beeL 
carrion;  mutton,  soft  and  oily ;  nothing  good,  fruit  excepted,  which 
is  in  great  abundance  and  cheap ;  cheese  and  butter,  intQlerahlj 
bad.  Some  charming  women,  admirable  walkers,  and  expert  in 
Habits  dancing  and  music.  The  men  are  Jews  in  nature ;  eating,  drink- 
inblkbitRnts.  ^^Si  smoaking,  and  slewing  is  their  whole  employ.  Horses^  tlie 
vilest  of  their  kind.  Multitude  of  soldiery,  horse  and  foot.  Lord 
Macartney,  the  Governor,  on  whom  I  waited,  is  ill  of  the  gout, 
is  about  to  leave  the  place  and  not  liked — said  to  take  part  witfa 
the  Dttt(di,  and  is  not  held  in  high  favor  with  his  own  countiy- 
men.  We  were  the  first  to  bring  the  news  of  Duncan's  victoiy, 
and  the  Dutch  here  were  hard  of  belief  until  the  Gasette  Extra. 
was  produced  by  us  from  England.  The  Gape  is  now  enlivened 
with  English  cbusequenoe — Lords  Macartney,  Mornington,  Sir 
John  Anstruther,  Admirals  Pringle  and  Christian — ^the  latter  on 
arrival  here  shifted  his  fiag  from  on  board  the  Yirginie  to  tlie 
Sceptre,  and  has  since  changed  again  to  the  Stately. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  Cape  Town,  &c.,  will  be  given  up  to  the 
East  India  Company  by  Government. 

*  Major  Semple  was  almost  as  notorious  a  swindleras  Georye  Banington.  Dore  was  vrb^ 
in  statuiflr  that  Semple  was  concerned  in  the  mutiny.  He  was  turned  adrift  with  tbe  offlocn 
in  the  ship^  boat,  and  his  conduct  dorinfc  and  after  ite  mntiny  wm  highly  spoken  of  by  ike 
survivors.  Frcuu  Brazil,  Semple  proceeded  to  Barhaiy,  and  entered  the  service  of  tbe 
Emperor  of  M oroooo.    In  1790  he  offered  to  surrender  himself  to  the  British  anthorities,  sad 

StMoeded  to  England  for  that  purpose.    Prior  to  his  conviction  he  had  held  Oommistions  to 
e  French  and  Austrian  armies.— Ante,  p.  205  (note),  and  post,  pp.  388,  414. 
t  Dore's  son  Richard. 
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The  English  here  say  that  the  Dutch  inhabitants  are  opulent  in  11W 
the  extreme,  and  here  is  a  fine  field  for  rai8in(g)  taxes,  of  which  59^ 
they  are  at  present  free. 

The  houses  are  spacious  and  good,  with  a  multiplicity  of  windowe  AppeMuice 
in  each.     The  town  ill^paved  or  sandy,  and  streets  narrow  and  ^Sn!* 
confined ;  no  inns  or  taverns.     Private  familys  take  boarders,  so 
that  anyone  going  on  shore  pays  two  dollars  (six  shillings  English 
enrrency)  for  meat,  drink,  washing,  and  lodging. 

The  incohereiit  acco't  I  here  give  is  hastily  written,  and  being 
to  dine  with  Cap,  Wall,  who  will  take  my  letters  in  charge  for 
England,  I  must  pr^Mure  for  shore.  Allow  me  to  presMit  you  my 
most  cordial  and  sincere  respects,  with  best  comp'ts  to  all,  aad 
believe  me,  as  in  truth  I  am,  dec,  R.  Dobe. 


The  Duke  of  Portland  to  Govebnor  Hunter. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  6th  February,  1798.  «f'«b. 

You  will  receive  this  by  the  Britannia,  transport,  which  The 
carries  out  ninety-six  female  convicts,  with  provisions  with  them  ®"*^"**' 
for  nine  months  after  their  arrival  in  New  South  Wales.  I  have 
written  to  you  so  fully  upon  all  matters  relating  to  the  settlement 
in  my  letters  of  the  31st  August  last^  (a  duplicate  of  which  goes 
hy  this  conveyance)  that  nothing  further  occurs  to  me  to  be 
noticed  at  present,  except  to  repeat  to  you  the  instructions  you 
hare  received  not  to  permit  any  spirits  whatever,  without  previous  spirito. 
licence  specifying  the  quantity  first  obtained,  to  be  landed  from 
any  ship  that  may  arrive  within  the  limits  of  your  Government, 
and  to  take  such  measures  as  shall  be  most  effectual  for  preventing 
and  punishing  any  attempts  that  may  be  made  to  smuggle  spirits 
on  shore.  To  guard  more  particularly  against  such  a  proceeding, 
I  have  apprized  the  Transport  Board  of  the  instructions  in  this 
particular,  in  order  that  they  may  give  such  directions,  or  enter 
into  such  covenants  with  the  master  of  the  transport,  as  may  secure 
his  obedience  to  the  orders  you  may  give  in  this  behalf. 

You  will  receive  under  a  separate  cover  a  list  of  the  convicts  ConTicta. 
which  go  by  this  conveyance,  with  the  original  contracts  entered 
into  by  the  owner  of  the  Britannia  for  their  safe  delivery  in  New 
South  Wales,  together  with  his  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  for 
the  transportation  of  those  convicts  whose  sentences  required 
sach  order. 

The  Britannia  will  be  almost  immediately  followed  by  the 
Buialo,  armed  ship,  which  is  to  relieve  one  of  his  Majesty's  ships  H.M.S. 
now  under  your  command.  The  Buffalo  carries  out  (exclusive  of  ®""*^®' 
one  year's  provisions  for  the  two  sloops  on  your  station,  and  some 
live  cattle  for  the  use  of  the  settlement,  which  she  is  to  take  in 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope)  the  several  articles  specified  in  the 
inclosed  invoice,  t  for  the  use  of  the  settlement.     Opposite  to  each 

*  Ante,  p.  298.  f  The  invoice  is  misdng. 
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OFeb. 

BtOKS. 


Settlen. 


An  artist. 


8etU«n. 


Fr«e 


Granttof 
land,  food, 
and  clothM. 


Stock  and 
•eed. 


article  is  set  down  the  prime  cost  of  each  article,  and  you  will 
take  particular  care  that,  in  disposing  of  any  of  the  articles  to 
individuals,  the  same  shall  be  sold  at  the  price  at  which  they  hare 
been  purchased  here,  free  of  any  charge  for  freight.  In  thus 
disposing  of  any  of  Uie  said  articles  you  will,  of  course,  consider 
yourself  at  liberty  to  take  grain  or  live  stock  in  return  to  tht" 
amount  of  the  valae  of  the  articles. 

The  settlers  of  the  trades  particularized  in  the  within  list,^ 
with  their  wives  and  families  as  also  therein  specified,  will  sail  in 
the  Ba&lo ;  and  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  terms  upon  whidi 
they  all  go  out  as  settlers  (except  Mr.  Lewin),  and  which  terms 
you  will  not  fail  to  fulfill. 

Mr.  Lewin  is  a  painter  and  drawer  in  natural  history,  and 
being  desirous  of  pursuing  his  studies  in  a  country  which  cannot 
fail  to  improve  that  branch  of  knowledge,  you  will  allow  him  tLt^ 
usual  Grovemment  rations  during  his  residence  in  the  settlement. 

I  am,  &c, 
Portland. 
[Enclosure.] 

Terms  of  Settlement. 

London,  10th  January,  1798. 
We  whose  names  are  hereunk)  signed  do  acknowledge  that  at  our 
own  request  we  have  offered  ourselves  as  settlers  to  go  to  Xew 
South  Wales,  with  our  families,  on  the  following  terms : — 

To  have  a  passage  found  and  our  families  to  be  victualled  by 
Government  during  the  voyage.  On  arrival  in  the  colony  to  have 
the  grant  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land  at  Port  Jackson,  or  Hfty 
acres  at  Norfolk  Island.  To  be  victualled  and  clothed  from  the 
public  stores  for  the  term  of  twelve  months  after  being  put  in 
possession  of  our  respective  allotments,  and  to  be  allowed  tbe 
labour  of  two  convicts  (maintained  by  Government)  for  the  same 
term ;  after  which  we  and  our  families  are  to  be  of  no  further 
expense  to  the  Crown. 

To  have  the  same  proportion  of  stock,  seed,  grain,  and  agri- 
cultural tools  as  have  been  furnished  to  other  settlers,  together 
with  such  other  assistance  as  the  Governor  may  judge  proper  to 
afford  us. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  on  the  d^v 
above  written. 

James  Thomas. 
John  Bean. 
John  Hanson. 
William  Wbller. 
Thomas  Bradlef. 


*  This  lirt  is  missing. 
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Government  and  General  Order.  1796 

9th  February,  1798.  »Feb. 

Parole — Philadelphia.  Countersign — Delaware. 

The  Governor  thinks  it  necessary  to  take  some  notice  of  an 
anonimous  paper  lately  picked  up  of  an  infamous  tendency.*  As 
far  as  his  name  is  mentioned  it  merits  no  attention,  but  for  the  anonj-mou* 
sake  of  truth  and  justice  he  thinks  it  proper  to  say  that  the  reward  i*P®'* 
which  he  formerly  offered  for  the  detection  of  the  authors  or 
advisers  of  such  false  and  scandalous  publications  he  now  again 
offers.  This  last  paper  being  a  libel  upon  the  officers  in  this  colony 
generally,  it  becomes  an  object  of  general  concern  to  discover 
its  author,  in  order  that  the  law  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
shewing  its  detestation  of  crimes  of  so  dark  and  diabolical  a 
complexion.  Jno.  Hunter. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord  Duke,  15th  February,  1798.         is  Feb. 

I  have  for  some  time  been  in  doubt  whether  the  repre-  a  public 
sentation  I  am  about  to  make  to  your  Grace  should  be  private  or  ***'**'• 
public,  but  on  considering  that  it  might  occasion  the  adoption  of 
some  measure  interesting  to  the  concerns  of  this  colony,  I  have 
preferred  the  latter  mode. 

In  order  that  your  Grace  should  have  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  taking  into  consideration  the  subject  I  am  about  to  introduce, 
I  cotdd  have  wished  to  have  been  enabled  to  communicate  it 
immediately. 

To  come  without  further  preface  to  the  point  in  question,  I  The  irUh 
have  to  inform  your  Grace  that  the  Irish  convicts  are  become  so  "w*^^*'**- 
turbulent,  so  dissatisfyed  with  their  situation  here,  so  extremely 
insolent,  refractory,  and  troublesome,  that,  without  the  most  rigid 
and  severe  treatment,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  receive  any  labour 
.  whatever  from  them.  Your  Grace  will  see  the  inconvenience  which 
so  large  a  proportion  of  that  ignorant,  obstinate,  and  depraved  set 
of  transports  occasion  in  this  country  by  what  I  shall  now  state, 
and  which  has  taken  place  since  I  wrote  my  letter  No.  30,  here- 
with forwarded,  t 

In  addition  to  their  natural  vicious  propensities  they  have  Their 
conceived  an  opinion  that  there  is  a  colony  of  white  people  in  ^^**  ^ 
some  part  of   this  country  in  which  they  will  receive  all  the 
comforts  of  life  without  the  necessity  of  labour.     They  have  lately 
taken  away  two  of  our  breeding-mares  to  carry  them  towards 

*  CoUins  (toI.  ii,  p.  86)  stated  that  in  this  "  in&unous  and  seditious  anonymous  paper"— 
"the  Governor  and  every  officer  in  the  colony  were  most  scurrilously  abused  andTlioelled, 
and  accused  of  pnctisAng  extortions  in  the  way  of  trade."  A  similar  paper  was  "  picked  up 
in  the  street  of  Sydney"  in  June,  1797.— Ante,  p.  2S1. 

t  Ante,  p.  348. 
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tion  between 

CODTICU. 


Escape 
by  seft. 


The  way  to 
CUua. 


Gaptore  of 
inteodincr 


Fate  of 
escapees. 


that  part  of  the  oountry,  uid  have  made  sereral  attempts  to 
possess  themselves  of  others.  This,  my  Lord,  is  a  serioiu  incon- 
venience to  the  colony.  The  loss  of  any  part  of  our  smidl  stock  of 
these  useful  animals  is  a  matter  of  peculiar  coneem. 

A  correspondence  it  seems  has  been  carried  on  by  l^ese  people 
from  one  district  to  another,  and  plans  have  been  projected  for 
their  escaping  from  the  colony,  and  a  few  have  atbempted  by 
land,  as  well  a&  by  water,  and  for  the  want  of  our  having  early 
information  they  have  succeeded*  I  have  found  it  neoeasary  to 
divide  them  as  much  as  posuble,  to  prevent  such  schooies  being 
formed ;  but  by  this  separation  iAiey  have  a  better  opportunity 
of  irritating  and  inflaming  the  minds  of  titiose  convicts  who  faefove 
such  acquaintance  have  been  found  of  better  disposition. 

Having  already  mentioned  in  my  letter,  No.  30,  the  escape 
of  those  who  had  taken  away  two  of  our  boats,  and  the  dis- 
appointment of  another  gang  and  similar  attempt,  I  have  now 
to  inform  your  Grace  of  a  far  more  numerous  gang,  who  had 
provided  what  they  thought  necessary  for  their  expedition,  had 
fixed  upon  the  place  of  general  rendevouz,  and  were  furnished 
with,  a  paper  of  written  instructions  how  they  were  to  travel  in 
point  of  direction  from  hence  to  this  fancaed  paradise,  or  to 
China.  This  paper  of  directiotn^  will  warrant  my  suspicion  that 
some  wicked  and  disaflfected  person  or  persons  lurk  acNnewhere 
in  this  colony,  and  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  discover 
them,  but  hitherto  without  success.  Having  received  early 
information  of  ihe  intention  of  this  party,  who  were  said  to 
have  encreaeed  to  about  sixty,  I  planted  a  party  of  armed  eon- 
stables,  on  whose  vigilance  I  could  depend,  and  they  secured  a 
gang  of  these  Defenders  of  about  twenty^  and  brought  them  to 
prison.  The  next  day  I  spoke  to  them,  but  observing  a  coDsider- 
able  degree  of  obstinacy  and  ignorance  about  them,  I  conceived 
there  could  be  no  better  argument  used  to  convince  them  of  Uieir 
misconduct  than  a  severe  corporal  punishment,  which  was  inflicted, 
and  they  have  since  been  strictly  looked  after  at  their  work. 
Some  of  those  fellows  had  been  provided  with  a  figure  of  a  com- 
pass drawn  upon  paper,  which,  with  written  inatructions,  was  to 
have  assisted  them  as  their  guide.  The  ignorance  of.  these  d^uded 
people,  my  Lord,  would  scarcely  be  credited  if  such  positive  proof 
of  it  were  not  before  us,  and  yet  (which  seems  to  imply  a  kind  of 
contradiction)  it  is  extraordinary  with  what  art  and  cunning  they 
form  their  horrible  plans  of  wickedness  and  villainy. 

In  their  schemes  of  desertion  from  the  colony,  their  own  death, 
if  they  succeed  in  getting  away,  is  inevitable;  but  their  minds 
have  been  worked  up  to  such  a  pitch  of  folly,  rashness,  and 
absurdity,  that  nothing  but  experience  will  convince  them ;  if  "^ 
suffer  them  to  escape  into  the  country  they  are  lost,  not  only  to  us 
but  to  the  world,  for  perish  they  must. 


BXFLOHATIOK.  Ml 

For  the  sake,  therefore,  of  humanity,  and  a  strong  desire  to      IM 
save  these  men,  worthless  as  they  are,  from  impending  death,  I     15  ^^ 
ordexed  four  of  the  strongest  and  hardiest  of  their  numbers  to  be       — 
selected  by  the  people  th^ouielves,  and  to  prepare  for  a  journey  of  them  a  ^ 
discovery  for  the  satisfaotion  of  their  assoeiafces,  in  order  that  they  ^""^°- 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  relating,  upon  their  return,  what- 
ever they  saw  and  met  with.     I  had,  farther,  for  the  safety  and 
preservation  of  those  four,  directed  three  people,  long  accustomed 
to  the  woods,  and  acquainted  with  some  of  the  mountain  savages, 
to  accompany  them ;  these  men  had  also  a  little  knowledge  of  the 
language  of  the  savages,  from  having  lived  some  months  amongst 
them,  and  they  were  iniBtructed  to  lead  them  back  when,  fatigued  ^^,editi<w 
and  exhausted  with  their  journey  over  steep  and  rooky  mountains,  into  the 
through  tiiick  and  extensive  woods,  and  fording  deep  and  rapid  ^^  ^' 
riyeis,  they  should  feel  disposed  to  abandon  their  journey.     This 
plan  was  no  sooner  settled  than  I  received  information  that  a  party 
of  these  nuscreants  had  agreed  with  the  four  above  mentioned  to 
meet  them  at  a  certain  place  absolutely  to  murder  the  very  persons 
intended  to  be  their  guides,  and  to  possess  themselves  of  their  arms 
and  provisions,  in  addition  to  what  each  was  supplied  with,  and 
to  take  their  own  rout.   These  circumstances  will,  no  doubt,  appear 
to  jour  Grace  wild  and  extravagant ;  but  after  having  mentioned 
their  ignorance  in  the  manner  I  have,  it  may  serve  to  convince 
your  Qrace  that  there  are  improper  persons  in  this  colony  who  work 
upon  that  ignorance  to  a  dangerous  degree.     In  consequence  of 
the  information  of  this  design  against  their  guides,  I  ordered  four 
soldieTs  to  attend  them  to  the  foot  of  the  first  mountain,  with  ^^^\ 
orders  how  to  act  if  any  others  attempted  to  join  them;  none  SSfiiefB.^ 
•appeared,  and  the  whole  of  the  men  returned  with  the  soldiers,  most 
completely  sick  of  their  journey.* 

Our  flocks  and  our  crops,  my  Lord,  are  all  I  feel  any  concern  Fiodki  mm! 
about;  strict,  rigid,  and  just  punishment  shall  constantly  hang 
over  these  delinquents,  and  this,  I  trust,  they  are  already  convinced 
of.  I  hope  the  return  of  the  above  three,  and  the  story  they  can 
tell,  will  serve  to  make  them  more  contented  with  their  present 
lot,  and  open  their  eyes  to  the  comforts  which  in  this  country  they 
may  derive  and  enjoy,  and  which  are  certainly  superior  to  any 
they  ever  possessed  in  their  own. 

Strange  as  such  instances  of  human  ignorance  and  depravity  a  p>i^ot 
are,  I  have  to  inform  your  Grace  that  a  small  party  of  those  very  eacm  and 
peojde,  some  short  time  after,  actually  contrived  to  make  their  ^g°  y  Bay. 
«8cape,  and  after  travdUing  for  many  weeks  through  the  country, 

*  CoUiua  {rol.  U,  p.  78)  states  that  only  thne  of  the  men  returned  with  the  aoldien.   One 
"M  exprwring  a  reeolutfon  to  penevere      '         "  ^   -^^-^ .—  -»-  *—  1^  i--^ 

with  the  pddee.  Firani.  the  aooount  ' 
penetrated  aboot  106  milee  8.8. W.  an_ 
mer  nuiiring  fktmi  8.E.  to  N. W.— Ante,  p.  352  (note) ;  and  Appendix  C. 
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1798  made  shift,  to  reach  the  sea-coast,  near  Botany  Bay,  but  in  a  part 
15  Feb.  where  no  boat  had  ever  been  seen.  Providentially,  however,  a 
boat  had  lost  her  way  in  going  to  Greorge's  River,  and  found  those 
unhappy,  deluded  wretches  on  a  place  where  they  had  been  nine 
days,  and  where  they  must  soon  have  perished  but  for  this  mir- 
aculous event.  They  were  brought  back  almost  exhausted  for  want 
of  food,  and  from  sad  and  powerful  conviction  have  promised  to 
warn  their  countrymen  against  such  wild  excursions  in  future. 
re^aU)  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^®  *^  opportunity  of  mention'g  that  those  men 

Broken  Bay.  who  had  left  a  part  of  their  crew  upon  an  island  to  the  southward, 
and  had  returned  and  taken  a  larger  boat  at  Broken  Bay,  and  had 
been  wrecked  upon  the  coast  to  the  northward,  built  out  of  the 
ruins  of  their  vessel  a  small  boat,  in  which  they  reached  the  above 
bay ;  but  not  being  able  to  possess  themselves  of  another  fit  for 
their  purpose,  were,  for  want  of  food,  driven  to  the  necessity  of 
travelling  across  the  country ;  they  wrote  to  me,  but  it  was  im- 
possible to  listen  to  their  feigned  story ;  they  were  armed,  and 
carried  some  appearance  of  an  intention  to  defend  themselven: 
they,  however,  surrendered  themselves  up,  and  were  tried,  and 
severally  pleaded  guilty  of  the  robberies  wherewith  they  were 
An  ftwful  charged,  and  two  out  of  the  six  suffered  death — an  awful  example, 
ezunpie.  ^hich,  I  hope,  will  have  a  proper  effect,  and  prevent  such  attempts 
in  future.  Several  of  them  assured  me  they  had  seen  the  wreck  of 
the  first  boat— whi^-^  !  mentioned  in  my  letter  No.  30 — and  it  is 
very  probable  the  crew  have  perished.        I  have,  <kc., 

Jno.  Hunter. 


Government  and  General  Order. 
10  Feb.  19th  February,  1798. 

Parole — Canning.  Countersign — King. 

The  ration.    There  being  no  more  sugar  in  store,  the  Commissary  is  directed 
to  issue  a  pound  and  half  of  wheat  in  lieu.  Jno.  Hunter. 


Government  and  General  Order. 
24  Feb.  24th  February,  1798. 

Parole — Stewart.  Countersign — Galloway. 

The  Commissary  is  directed  to  issue,  on  Saturday  next,  the  3rd 
aothinir.  of  March,  the  following  slop  cloathing  to  such  men  as  are  in  tlie 
service  of  the  Government  or  intitled  to  them  from  some  other 
circumstance  : — 1  jacket,  1  shirt,  2^  yards  of  duck,  1  pair  of  shoes, 
\  lb  of  thread,  and  ^  cake  of  soap.  As  after  this  issue  the  store 
will  be  destitute  of  every  article  of  cloathing,  it  is  hoped  and 
expected  that  those  who  receive  them  will  endeavour  to  make 
them  last  as  long  as  possible.  Jno.  Hunter. 
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Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland.  1798 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord  Duke,  1st  March,  1798.         iMwch. 

The  tedious  repaii-s  which  his  Majesty^s  ship  Reliance  neces- 
sarily required  before  she  could  be  put  in  a  condition  for  going 
again  to  sea  hav'g  given  an  oportunity  to  Mr.  George  Bass,  her  bmb's 
surgeon,  a  young  man  of  a  well-informed  mind  and  an  active  dis-  theX^th. 
position,  to  offer  himself  to  be  employed  in  any  way  in  which  he 
could  contribute  to  the  benefit  of  the  public  service,  I  enquired 
of  him  in  what  way  he  was  desirous  of  exerting  himself,  and  he 
informed  me  nothing  could  gratify  him  more  effectually  than  my 
allowing  him  the  use  of  a  good  boat  and  permitting  him  to  man 
her  with  volunteers  from  the  King's  ships.     I  accordingly  furnished  SJjjpm^nt 
him  with  an  excellent  whaleboat,  well  fitted,  victualled,  and  man- 
ned to  his  wish,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  along  the  coast 
to  the  southward  of  this  port,  as  far  as  he  could  with  safety  and 
convenience  go.     His  perseverance  against  adverse  winds  and 
almost  incessant  bad  weather  led  him  as  far  south  as  the  latitude 
of  40-00  S.,  or  a  distance  from  this  port,  taking  the  bendings 
of  the  coast,  more  than  of  six  hundred  miles.     He  coasted  the 
gi-eatest  part  of  the  way,  and  sedulously  examined  every  inlet 
along  the  shore,  which  does  not  in  these  parts  afford  a  single  har-  The  absence 
hour  fit  to  admit  even  a  small  vessel,  exp**^t  a  bay  in  latitude  ®    '^   ^^"• 
35-06,  called  Jarvis's  Bay,  and  which  was  so  named  by  one  of  the 
transport  ships,  bound  here,  who  entered  it,  and  is  the  same  called 
by  Captain  Cook  Longnose  Bay.*     He  explored  every  accessible 
place  until  he  came  as  far  as  the  southermost  parts  of  this  coast  The  wrath 
seen  by  Captain  Cook,  and  from  thence  until  he  reached  the  nor-  *^**'*' 
thermos t  land  seen  by  Capt.  Furneaux,  beyond  which  he  went 
westward  about  sixty  miles,  where  the  coast  falls  away  in  a  west- 
north-west  direction.     Here  he  found  an  open  ocean  westward, 
and  by  the  mountainous  sea  which  rolled  from  that  quarter,  and 
no  land  discoverable  in  that  direction,  we  have  much  reason  to 
conclude  that  there  is  an  open  strait  through,  between  the  latitude 
of  39  and  40-12  S.,  a  circumstance  which,  from  many  observations 
made  upon  tides  and  currents  thereabouts,  I  had  long  conjectured.! 

It  will  appear  by  this  discovery  that  the  northermost  land  seen 
by  Captain  Furneaux  is  the  southernmost  extremity  of  this  coast, 
and  lays  in  latitude  39-00  S.     At  the  western  extremity  of  Mr.  p^^!*™ 

*LoiMr  Noee  Point  was  the  name  Captain  Cook  gave  to  the  inner  north  head  of  Jenris 
Bay.  The  point  is  that  given  in  the  Admiralty  Charte  as  Dart  Point.  Cook  noted  in 
pMring  that  a  bav  existed,  but  did  not  give  it  any  name.  Lieutenant  Bowen,  when  he 
entered  the  bay  in  August,  1791,  in  the  transport  Atlantic,  named  it  Jervis  Bay,  after  Sir 
John  Jervis,  under  whom  he  had  seen  considerable  active  service  in  the  Navy. 

t  When  commenting  upon  his  voyage  in  the  Sirius,  from  Sydney  to  the  Cape,  for  provisions, 
in  1788-89,  Hunter  remarked  that  no  land  was  seen  to  the  westward,  between  Furneaux 
Group  and  the  southernmost  known  part  of  the  coast  of  New  Holland  ;  and  he  surmised, 
from  the  fact  that  they  had  an  easterly  set  of  current  with  a  N.W.  wind,  that  there  was 
niher  a  veiy  deep  gulf  or  a  strait  which  separated  Van  Diemen's  Land  from  New  Holland. 
-Hunter's  Journal,  pp.  126, 126. 
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Bass's  ooasting  voyage  he  foond  a  very  good  liaibour ;  but,  unfor- 
tunately, the  want  of  provision  induced  him  to  return  sooner  than 
he  wished  and  intended,  and  on  passing  a  small  island  laying  off 
the  coast  he  discovered  a  smoke,  and  supposed  it  to  have  been 
made  by  some  natives,  with  whom  he  wished  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  conversing.  On  approaching  the  shore  he  found  the 
men  were  white,  and  had  some  clothing  on,  and  when  he  came 
near  he  observed  two  of  them  take  to  the  water  and  swim  off* 
They  proved  to  be  seven  of  a  gang  of  fourteen  who  escaped  from 
hence  in  a  boat  on  the  2nd  of  October  last,  mentioned  in  letter 
No.  30,  t  and  who  had  been  treacherously  left  on  this  desolate 
island  by  the  other  se^en,  who  returned  northward.  The  boat,  it 
seems,  was  too  small  for  their  whole  number,  and  when  they  arrived 
at  Broken  Bay,  and  they  boarded  another  boat  in  the  ITawkes- 
bury  with  fifty-six  bushels  of  wheat  on  board,  they  went  off  with 
her  northward,  leaving  the  old  boat  on  shore. 

These  poor  distressed  wretches,  who  were  chiefly  Irish,  would 
have  endeavoured  to  travel  northward  and  thrown  themsehes 
upon  his  Majesty's  mercy,  but  were  not  able  to  get  &om  this 
miserable  island  to  the  mainland.  Mr.  Bass's  boat  was  too  small 
to  accommodate  them  with  a  passage,  and,  as  his  provision  was 
nearly  expended,  he  could  only  help  them  to  the  mainland,  where 
he  furnished  them  with  a  musket  and  ammunition  and  a  pocket- 
compass,  with  lines  and  fish-hooks.  Two  of  the  seven  were  very 
ill,  and  those  he  took  into  his  boat,  and  shared  his  provision  with 
the  other  five,  giving  them  the  best  directions  in  his  power  how 
to  proceed,  the  distance  being  not  less  than  ^ye  hundred  miles. 
He  recommended  them  to  keep  along  the  coast  the  better  to  enable 
them  to  get  food ;  indeed  the  difficulties  of  the  country  and  the 
possibility  of  meeting  hostile  natives  are  considerations  which  will 
occasion  doubts  of  their  ever  being  able  to  reach  us. 

When  they  parted  with  Mr.  Bass  and  his  crew,  who  gave  them 
what  cloaths  they  could  spare,  some  tears  were  shed  on  both  sides. 
The  whaleboat  arrived  in  this  port  after  an  absence  of  twelve 
weeks,  and  Mr.  Bass  delivered  to  me  his  observations  on  this 
adventur'g  expedition.  I  find  he  made  several  excursions  into 
the  interior  of  the  country  wherever  he  had  an  opportunity.  It 
will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  he  found  in  general  a  barren,  un- 
promising country,  with  very  few  exceptions,  and  were  it  even 
better,  the  want  of  harbours  would  render  it  less  valuable.  J 

Whilst  this  whaleboat  was  absent  I  had  occasion  to  send  the 
Colonial  schooner  to  the  southward  to  take  on  board  the  remaining 
property  saved  from  the  wreck  of  the  ship  Sydney  Cove,  and  to 
take  the  crew  from  the  island  she  had  been  cast  upon.§    I  sent  in 


*  Bass  did  not  make  any  allusion  to  these  escapees  in  his  JooxnaL— Auto, 
t  Ante,  p.  346.  %  See  Bass's  own  aooount  of  this  voyage.—Ante,  pp. 

§  See  a  full  account  of  this  shipwreck,  Appendix  A. 
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the  schooner  Lieut.  Flinders,  of  the  Reliance  (a  young  man  well      1798 
qoalifyed),  in  order  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  making  what    xMacdt 
observations  he  could  amongst  those  islands ;  and  the  discovery 
which  was  made  there  by  him  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  master  of 
the  wrecked  ship,  shall  be  annexed  to  those  of  Mr.  Bass  in  one 
chart,  and  forwiurded  to  your  Grace  herewith,*  by  which  I  presume 
it  will  a{^>ear  that  the  land  called  Van  Dieman  s,  and  generally 
supposed  to  be  the  southern  prmnontory  of  this  country,  is  a  group 
of  islands  separated  frcmi  its  southern  coast  by  a  strait,  which  it  Bmb  straito. 
is  probable  may  not  be  of  narrow  limits,  but  may  perhaps  be 
divided  into  two  or  more  channels  by  the  islands  near  that  <m 
which  the  ship  Sydney  €k>ve  was  wrecked. 

Having  had  occasion  in  my  letter  No.  31  f  to  mention  the 
peraons  sent  to  the  interior  of  the  country  with  a  few  of  the  dis- 
contented Irishmen,  I  have  further  to  observe  that  after  the  return 
of  those  men  the  three  guides  whom  I  had  directed  to  proceed 
into  and  to  make  what  observations  they  could  upon  the  country  Exploration 
they  travelled  over,  they  informed  me  when  they  arrived,  from  a  ^||^or. 
journal  which  I  had  given  them  directions  to  keep,  and  to  mark 
every  day,  that  they  had  beeh  to  the  south-west  of  Parramatta 
more  tluui  one  hundred  miles,  and  found  several  hills  in  which 
were  consideiable  veins  of  salt,  of  ten  and  twelve  feet,  and  they 
described  the  country  to  be  in  some  places  highly  beautiful  and 
fit  for  cultivation  ;  in  others  very  poor  and  sterile,  frequently  inter- 
sected with  narrow  but  rapid  branches  of  fresh-water  rivers,  over 
some  of  which  they  were  oUiged  to  swim ;  others  were  fordable. 

I  have  had  occasion  to  send  a  second  time  thro'  this  part  of  the 
countiy  in  search  of  our  herd  of  wild  cattle,  which  it  was  reported  The  wUd 
liad  been  by  these  lawless  deserters  driven  from  their  former  station 
or  feeding-place.  To  insure,  therefore,  such  information  on  this  . 
head  as  I  could  depend  upon,  I  sent  a  person  in  whose  account 
I  could  place  confidence,  and  I  understand  from  him  that  they 
found  the  cattle  a  few  miles  from  their  former  spot,  and  distinctly 
counted  a  flock  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  in  number^  nor  was 
that  the  whole  of  them,  as  appeared  by  their  meeting  afterwards 
with  a  few  stragglers. 

They  brought  specimens  of  the  salt,  which  appeared  to  be  a 
good  deal  impregnated  with  the  earth  in  which  it  was  discovered. 

I  have,  <kc.,        Jno.  Huktbb. 

€k>VBBNOR  HUNTSB  TO   ThE   DuKE  OF  POBTXAND. 

My  Lofd  Duke,  Sydney,  N.  S.  Wales,  2nd  March,  1798.         2  Xarch. 

After  what  I   have  communicated   with  respect  to  the  circmn- 
frequent  nusfortunes  and  ruin  of  many  of  our  most  established  £^^^ 

*Pnlwtuii«lciv,  this  thaxt  bM  not  bMn  uitiwoii ;  but  one,  opparantiy  by  FViiden, 
ibOTiiBf  fartoC  the  tneke  of  Bms  in  the  wlMleboat,  Flinden  to  the  Fraooie,  and  FUnden 
and  Bam  in  ttie  itoop  Korfolk,  is  reproduced.— Appendix  B. 

t  Ante,  p.  350. 
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settlers,  it  may  be  thought  unnecessary  to  add  anything  farther 
on  that  subject ;  but  the  consequences  which  attend  the  meeting 
of  our  Court  of  Civil  Judicature  every  time  it  has  occasion  to  be 
assembled  affect  our  prosperity  as  a  colony  in  this  distant  part  of 
the  world  so  much  that  I  have  conceived  it  right  your  Grace 
should  have  the  most  unreserved  information  respecting  our  con- 
cerns, and  also  of  the  steps  I  conceive  proper  to  pursue  for  the 
general  good.  Having  found  from  the  frequent  bankruptcy  of 
some  of  our  oldest  settlers  that  they  have  labored  under  he&vj 
grievances  and  distresses,  at  the  last  general  muster  (February)  I 
called  the  settlers  together,  and  desired  they  would  lay  a  clear, 
candid,  and  just  statement  of  their  distresses  and  hardships  before 
me  in  writing,  in  order  that  I  might  be  enabled  to  consider  of 
the  best  mode  of  relieving  them  as  far  as  it  might  be  in  my  power. 
They  were  thankful,  and  assured  me  that  their  distresses  were 
great.  I  directed  two  gentlemen  (the  Reverend  Mr.  Marsden  and 
Mr.  Amdell)  to  visit  the  different  districts,  to  convene  a  meeting  of 
the  settlers  to  hear  their  grievances,  and  to  take  them  down  in 
writing. 

Your  Grace  will,  therefore,  judge  of  them  by  the  enclasetl 
paper,  which  was  drawn  up  by  themselves  and  laid  before  those 
gentlemen,  to  be  forwarded  to  me.*  From  every  district  I  have 
received  a  similar  representation  of  hardships,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  their  opinions  respectively  of  the  most  effectual  means  of 
relieving  them.  I  have  since  met  and  informed  them  what  steps 
I  had  taken,  and  what  measures  I  intended  further  pursuing  for 
their  relief  and  happiness.  They  were  thankful  and  pleased  witL 
the  proposals  I  made  to  them. 

You  will  observe,  my  Lord,  how  impossible  it  is  for  people 
laboring  under  such  circumstances  ever  to  prosper  or  become 
independent  and  happy;  nor  will  the  expences  of  this  colony 
be  reduced  whilst  the  price  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life  are  so 
immoderately  high.  I  am  in  hopes  that  such  a  step  as  I  have 
suggested  (if  adopted)  will  be  found  to  reduce  the  weighty  ex- 
pences of  the  colony,  and  render  the  people  more  happy,  stimulate 
them  to  industry,  and  make  them  more  opulent. 

At  this  time,  my  Lord,  we  have  many  dealers;  those  and  such 
of  the  officers  as  are  concerned  in  trade  pocket  the  whole  prodace 
of  the  laboring  part  of  the  settlement,  by  the  extravagant  prices 
charged  for  those  commodities — indeed,  they  are  but  too  much 
engaged  in  this  way — I  wish  it  were  otherwise ;  but  whilst  this 
destructive  system  prevails  the  unfortunate  laboring  man  has  no 
means  of  relief. 

Your  Grace  will  also  receive  herewith  the  observations  of  the 
two  gentlemen  upon  the  different  districts  they  visited  and  collected 
from  the  questions  which  I  had  desired  them  to  put  to  the  settlers, 
and  their  own  remarks  upon  the  spot.f 
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It  is  my  intention  when  the  present  excessive  heat  of  the  sun  is      1796 
a  little  abated  again  to  visit  the  respective  districts  in  jierson,  and    2  lurrh. 
to  do  all  I  can  to  encourage  the  settlers  to  perseverance  and       — 
patience  until  your  Grace  shall  have  pointed  out  the  most  efficient  visits  in 
means  for  alleviating  their  distresses,  and  exonerating  the  colony  v^^*^^- 
of  such  a  combination  of  dealers,  a  circumstance  as  truly  essential 
to  its  well-being  as  any  step  that  can  be  taken,  and  this,  I  apprehend, 
will  be  best  done  by  carrying  into  execution  some  of  the  measures 
I  have  submitted  to  your  Grace's  consideration.     I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 
[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Settlers'  Petition  to  Hunter. 
The  grievances  and  complaints  of  the  settlers  of  the  Field  of  Marrs 

stated,  the  19th  February,  1798  :— 
We,  the  settlers  of  ye  above  district,  being  this  day  convened  The  settlers* 
before  the  Revd.  Samuel  Marsden  and  Mr.  Thomas  Amdell,  sur-  ■**'«*"*"*^- 
geon,  they  having  been  appointed  by  his  Excellency  Governor 
Hunter  to  attend  for  the  purpose  of  learning  what  grievances  we 
labour  under.  His  Excellency,  in  order  to  remove  every  difficulty 
and  obstacle  that  mars  the  happiness  of  settlers,  have  directed 
them  to  give  in  a  fair  and  candid  state  to  him  of  such  difficulties 
as  they  complain. 

The  settlers  of  ye  above  district  beg  leave  to  approach  yV  Their 
Excellency,  and  most  gratefully  acknowledge  y'r  goodness  on  this  JJ  Hunter, 
occasion,  as  y'r  immediate  interposition  will  save  us  from  gliding 
down  that  precipice  on  which  we  have  so  long  stood  You  have 
confidently  informed  us  that  you  will  pursue  every  method  that 
may  be  likely  to  conduce  to  our  happiness  and  interest.  We  will 
therefore  point  out  to  y'r  Excellency  ye  source  of  our  misfortunes, 
and  what  has  almost  entailed  upon  us  beggary.  We  will  also  point 
out  the  method  by  which  they  can  be  effectually  abolished,  and 
which  in  a  short  time  will  relieve  us  from  that  load  of  misery  under 
which  we  are  groaning.  It  rests  with  y'r  Excellency  alone  to 
remove  every  evil  of  which  we  complain,  and  as  they  are  many  in 
number  we  flatter  ourselves  that  a  specific  statement  of  them  will 
be  most  satisfactory.  We  will  therefore  begin  by  observing  ye 
exorbitant  prices  that  are  charged  for  every  article  that  a  settler 
lias  occasion  to  use. 

Tobacco. — ^This  is  an  article  that  is  more  in  use  in  this  colony  Tobwco. 
than  even  in  Virginia,  where  it  grows  ;  ye  consumption  in  one  yr. 
Hmounts  to  some  thousand  of  pounds.  A  wholesale  dealer  in  this 
colony  purchases  it  at  from  eightpence  to  one  shilling  and  sixpence 
per  pound,  yet,  shameful  to  be  told,  he  never  retails  it  at  less  than 
iive  shillings  per  pound,  and  at  this  moment  none  can  be  had  for 
less  than  from  ten  shillings  or  fifteen  shillings  per  pound,  and  still 
there  is  abundance  in  the  colony. 
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Sugar. — 'Hub  very  eflsential  article  is  pnrdiafled  from  the  cap- 
tains of  ships  at  seve&pence  and  from  that  to  thirteen  pence  p^ 
pound,  and  it's  a  £act  not  to  be  denied  that  heioire  sack  captains  is  a 
fortnight's  sail  from  Fort  Jackson  ye  very  same  sugar  is  retailed 
at  two  and  axpeace  and  thuee  ^nllings  per  pound,  and  at  this 
time  can't  be  had  for  less  than  five  shillings  per  pound. 

Tea, — Not  less  essential  than  the  former  artide,  and  wkiefa 
comes  to  ye  hands  of  ye  wholesale  dealer  at  from  five  shillii^ 
to  ten  shiUiiigs  per  pound;  Wi^  equal  extortion  is  this  article 
vended — ^fifteen  shillings  and  twenty  shillings  as  soon  as  it's  landed, 
and  at  this  period  can't  be  had  for  less  than  forty  shillings  per 
pound,  even  common  Ix^ea. 

It  has  been  observed  by  opulent  men  in  this  colony  that  tea 
and  sugar  were  luxuries  to  which  a  settler  ought  not  to  aspire. 
A  most  egregious  error  indeed,  because  the  settlers  who  can 
obtain  those  articles  upon  moderate  terms  use  but  little  animal 
food,  and  consequently  is  enabled  to  employ  additiooial  assistanoe  to 
cultivate  his  ground,  and  it  is  not  to  ye  settler  alone  to  vhcno 
sugar  and  tea  becomes  useful,  but  ye  labourer  also. 

Soap. — That  is  necessarily  wanted  by  everycme,  and  which  is 
generally  purchased  by  the  traders  from  on  board  of  ships  at  from 
ninepence  to  one  shilling  and  sixpence  per  pound,  is  no  sooner 
landed  in  their  stores  than  they  retail  it  at  two  sh^ings  and  six- 
pence, and  now  can't  be  had  for  less  than  three  shillings  and 
sixpence  per  pound. 

Cloatkmg  of  eveiy  kind  decency  requires  us  to  use,  and  of 
which  there  is  an  abundance  in  ye  colony;  but  at  such  extor- 
tionate prices  tiiat  settlers  can't  attempt  to  buy  them.  GoAne 
callico  purchased  at  about  tenpenoe  per  yard  ye  retailer  consideis 
It  moderate  at  three  shillings  per  yud.  Cape  goods,  hardly  fine 
enough  for  horse-wrappers,  not  less  than  from  &ve  shillings  to 
seven  shillings  per  yard. 

Spirits. — Generally  purchased  at  from  five  shillings  to  ten 
shillings  per  gallon  is  now  vended  at  fifteen  shillings  per  bottle. 

Having  thus  far  observed  to  y'r  Excellency  ye  price  for  which 
ye  different  articles  that  we  neoessarily  want  asre  boujg^t  and  sold, 
you  will  readily  perceive  that  our  grievances  are  great,  and  that 
ruin  has  been  pending  over  our  heads  too  long  unperceir«i 
and  by  far  too  long  without  redress.  Heaven  has  now  sent  fr 
Excellency  as  the  angel  of  our  deliverance ;  you  will  abohsh  ye 
evils  of  which  we  complain,  and  by  so  doing  you  will  raise  xa^  to 
y'rself  a  pillar  of  fame ;  you  will  also  raise  us  up  from  min  ^xA 
distress;  y'r  humanity  wiU  for  ever  be  extolled;  y'rpeneferatioo 
and  love  of  justice  will  be  rooorded  down  to  future  ages.  To 
you  all  the  avenues  of  our  hearts  are  opened,  and  we  fear  sa 
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reproaches.     You  have  desired  us  to  speak  our  sentiments  with-       179B 
out  reserve ;  you  have  by  so  doing  merited  our  candour,  and  we     2  iiaroh. 
trust  in  y'r  protection  if  our  sentiments  appear  bold. 

Thus  confiding,  we  beg  leave  to  proceed  and  lay  before  you  a  plan 
by  which  in  future  ye  grievances  complained  of  never  will  appear. 
Suffer  us,  therefore,  to  say  that  as  the  colony  is  now  infested  with 
dealers,  pedlars,  and  extortioners  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  extir-  JlSSiS^®" 
pate  them.    We  hope  to  prove  to  y'r  Excellency  the  real  necessity       P®*"*^*^ 
of  their  abolition  ;  they  are  the  engines  of  our  destruction.     Can 
it  be  otherwise ;  their  extortion  appears  from  what  we  have  already 
stated.    They  are  snares  for  settlers;  some,  for  want,  entreat  of 
them  to  give  credit  for  a  pound,  and  if  he  succeeds  it  is  at  ye 
expence  of  drinking  £5,     This  perhaps  will  point  out  to  you 
want  of  conduct  in  ye  settlers,  yet  let  necessity  plead  his  excuse. 
But  by  what  means  has  a  publican  in  his  power  to  give  credit  ] 
Is  the  property  he  sells  his  own,  or  is  he  agent  for  a  better  man,  Their 
or  rather  a  richer  man  than  himself  ?     Let  the  colony  bear  testi-  ^wSition. 
luony  of  this.     It's  well  known  there  is  not  one  amongst  them 
brought  a  penny  to  the  colony,  and  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 
years  they  can  mount  a  saddle-horse,  ride  out  to  a  farm  and  reckon 
three  or  four  hundred  of  goats  which  they  call  their  property. 

Your  Excellency  no  doubt  would  wish  to  be  informed  how  it  is 
possible  for  them  to  amass  such  a  fortune.  It's  partly  accounted  ^fv*^"** 
for— and  further,  when  the  labouring  man  receives  his  hire  in  fortunes, 
wheat  he  goes  to  ye  publican  to  obtain  articles  in  exchange.  It 
is  then  observed  to  him  with  a  sneer,  "  I  don*t  want  wheat,  but 
I'll  take  yours  at  seven  shillings  and  sixpence  per  bushel,  and  give 
you  tobacco  at  fifteen  shillings  per  pound."  This  is  the  only  place 
where  such  an  article  can  be  had,  and  ye  crafty  dealer  knowing 
this  holds  to  his  price. 

At  this  rate  a  labouring  man  pays  at  least  thirteen  shillings  The  price  of 
per  bushel  for  wheat,  and  sells  it  for  half  the  sum ;  ye  prime  cost  ^**®**" 
is  ten  shillings,  and  by  going  any  distance  ye  loss  of  his  day's  work 
is  equal  to  three  shillings  more.     This  same  wheat  is  resold  at 
twenty  shillings  per  bushel. 

It  is  from  this  evident  to  y'r  Excellency  that  if  settlers  had 
articles  to  pay  for  labour  in  lieu  of  grain,  ye  lab'r  would  not 
only  save  the  above  difference,  but  ye  settlers'  work  would  not  be 
neglected.  It  is  also  productive  of  another  evil — ye  labourer  not  obstacles  to 
hieing  able  to  live  by  industry,  he  resorts  to  his  former  line  of  life  honesty, 
and  plunders  the  honest  settler.  The  sober  and  honest  settler, 
who  ought  to  be  considered  as  the  chief  support  of  the  colony,  is 
by  such  means  often  in  want  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life, 
while  an  illiterate  grog-shop-keeper  is  rolling  in  every  luxury  that 
the  colony  can  afford. 

To  put  an  end  to  such  practices,  let  us  request  of  your  Excellency 
to  permit  us  to  become  the  purchasers  of  a  proportionable  part  of 
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a  ship's  caigo.  We  will  place  in  tlie  hands  of  an  agent  what  little 
payments  remain  from  our  ruined  property  for  that  purpose,  aod 
should  it  not  be  sufficient  for  to  pay  for  a  proporttoBable  part  d 
the  cargo,  your  Excellency  can  run  no  risk  in  advandng  in  tiie 
name  of  Government  what  may  be  deemed  deficieiit ;  our  graio 
we  will  make  forthcoming  to  you  as  your  security.  Our  long  state 
of  oppression  reduced  us  to  raise  the  whole  sum  at  onr  first  onset, 
yet  if  y'r  Excellency  will  but  secure  to  yourself  our  grain  there  is  ao 
manner  of  doubt  but  that  a  short  time  will  enable  us  to  snnmiouot 
all  our  difficulties.  It  may  be  said  that  some  few  are  indebted  u> 
individuals  upon  the  colony  who  would  be  rigorous  in  enforciD| 
payment,  but  if  such  a  mode  as  we  have  pointed  out  should  be 
adopted  no  doubt  but  we  should  soon  be  enabled  to  satisfy  tbor 
demands. 

If  it  meets  y'r  Excellency's  approbation  to  adopt  this  pbn  vt 
have  no  doubt  but  you'll  afford  us  some  house  room  for  the  Gtrgo» 
and  when  an  agent  is  appointed  that  will  give  sufficient  secori^ 
for  his  conduct  and  management,  that  he  will  follow  such  directioB 
as  to  you  shall  seem  meet  consistent  with  our  contract^  and  £nt 
we  beg  leave  to  observe, — 

That  it  appears  highly  necessary,  when  the  purchase  is  nwk 
that  y'r  Excellency  be  furnished  wit^  an  inventory  or  invoice  of 
the  cargo  and  price,  and  that  agreeable  to  such  price  yoa  will 
establish  a  fixt  price  by  which  it  is  to  be  retailed  by  settlers  and 
dealers  (if  any  there  be). 

That  no  settler  ought  to  draw  more  from  the  stores  so  to  be 
erected  than  what  will  be  necessary  for  cultivating  his  ground 
and  for  the  use  of  his  family;  and  in  order  to  asoertain  vitii 
precision  what  articles  may  be  wanted  for  that  purpose,  thateveiy 
settler  do  give  in  an  account  of  what  number  of  acres  he  intends 
to  cultivate,  and  that  this  plan  be  followed  throughout  the  colony, 
extending  to  the  opulent  as  well  as  tiie  indigent ;  the  meoBodtjd 
this  will  soon  appear  to  y'r  Excellency,  for  if  trade  is  gnSend  to 
be  carried  on  as  formerly  all  our  hopes  will  soon  vanish. 

We  hope  y'r  Excellency  will  view  this  representation  in  i^ 
proper  light,  and  give  such  instructions  in  future  as  to  yw  u^ 
your,  direction  may  appear  proper. 

We  beg  leave  to  subscribe  oursdves,  <kc.. 

The  SerrLBRS  oir  the  Fibld  of  Mars. 


[Badosure  No.  2.] 
Repoht  op  The  Rev.  Samuel  Mabsden  and  AsslSTA2f^ 

SUKGBON   ArNDELL. 

General  Remarks  on  tfie  District  of  ParratnaUa. 
Md  n^**    "^^^  settlers  of  this  district  are  in  better  circumstances  in  general 
Parraniatta.  than  any  other  in  the  colony,  but  this  is  altogether  owing  to  their 
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bcalsitnatiaii.   That  they  laboar  under  the  same  general  grievances      1798 
u  the  reet  of  ye  farmers  is  evident  from  their  own  statement.  t  mmcIi. 

From  their  vicinity  to  ye  town  of  Parramatta  they  derive  some 
very  material  advantages  as  farmers.  They  can  cultivate  their 
knd  at  a  much  less  expence  than  ye  inland  farmers,  as  the 
prisoners  employed  by  Gov't  about  ye  town  are  very  ready  to 
work  for  them  when  their  Govem't  task  is  done,  not  having  any  Local 
distance  to  go  to  their  labour;  it  is  well  known  this  is  a  very  ^^^ 
great  advantage. 

They  are  also  near  ye  market  with  their  grain,  and  at  a  very 
trifling  expence  they  are  able  to  lodge  it  in  his  Majesty's  store, 
while  the  inland  farmer  is  sometimes  at  a  great  loss,  and  always 
at  a  great  expence,  in  bringing  his  grain  to  markett. 

They  have  another  essential  advantage  from  their  situation — ^ye 
▼ending  of  their  vegetables — potatoes,  turnips,  &c — to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Parramatta  ;  hence  it  is  evident  that  their  local  situation 
gives  them  such  advantage  over  ye  inland  farmer,  which  makes  all 
the  difference  in  their  circumstances,  and  no  other  cause  whatever. 

General  Remarks  on  the  Districts  of  Concord  and  Liberty  Plains. 

The  knd  in  Concord  District  is  more  rich  and  fertile  than  any  we  Fertnit}-  of 

have  visited,  the'  not  so  good  in  liberty  Plains.     The  settlers  at    ^ 

Concord  inf(Mined  us  that  they  had  from  twenty  to  thirty  bushels 

per  acre  of  wheat  this  season.    Tho'  their  ground  in  genend  is  very 

rich,  yet  the  farmers  in  it  are  very  poor  and  greatly  involved  in 

debt,  and  are  now  living  upon  credit.     Most  of  them  have  no  seed 

wheat,  and  have  every  appearance  of  approaching  ruin.    Should  a 

ship  arrive  with  any  articles  of  consumption,  they  can't  raise  a  Poverty  of 

angle  pound  in  the  two  districts.     We  have  found  no  district  so  ****  ****«"• 

▼ery  poor  as  those,  the  Ponds  excepted,  which  has  been  long 

setded.    Under  their  present  circumstances  they  will  not  be  able 

long  to  hold  their  lands,  but  must  shortly  come  to  ruin   and 

destmction. 

Memarks  on  the  IHstrict  of  The  Ponds, 
This  district  was  amongst  the  firdt  settled  by  Governor  Phillip.  Adv»nta««8 
It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  ye  original  settlers  in  this  district  settim 
received  more  live  stock  and  manual  labour  from  Government  to 
enable  them  to  clear  their  lands  and  cultivate  their  farms  than  it 
ltt«  been  in  the  power  of  y'r  Excellency  to  grant  to  others  who 
We  become  farmers  since  your  arrival.     Many  of  the  settlers  and 
^milies  were  maintained  from  the  public  store  for  the  space  of 
three  and  four  years,  and  bad  two  or  three  prisoners  allowed  them 
to  labour  on  their  farms  for  the  same  time,  who  were  both  fed  J^J™* 
«nd  cloatbed  from  his  Majesty's  stores  also.    Notwithstanding  the  aJiowwi  to 
great  assistance  these  settlers  received  in  stock,  provisions,  and  ^^'~~ 
labonr  from  Govem't,  many  of  them  have  been  long  since  ruined. 
That  nefarious  practice  (which  still  threatens  the  annihilation  of 
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this  settlement)  by  encouraging  their  idleness  and  dissipation 
wrought  their  destruction.  It  appears  from  the  report  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  district  that  amongst  sixteen  farmers  who  had 
grants  of  land  given  to  them  four  only  remain.  Part  of  those 
settlers  sold  their  lands  to  pay  their  debts,  and  others  rented  them 
from  total  inability  to  carry  on  cultivation.  Some  of  these  bank- 
rupt settlers,  in  consequence  of  their  desperate  circumstances,  are 
become  dangerous  pests  to  society,  and  others  remain  a  burthen 
to  Govern't  to  this  very  day.  These  are  facts,  and  the  fatal 
consequences  attending  upon  the  introduction  of  licentiousness 
and  disorder  amongst  those  unfortunate  people.  There  are  now 
seventeen  landholders  and  settlers  in  this  district,  and  320  acres  of 
land  cleared  This  land  has  been  cleared  at  an  immense  e3q)ense: 
ye  principal  part  has  fallen  upon  Government.  The  greatest  part 
of  this  land  now  lies  in  an  uncultivated  state,  by  reason  of  the 
poverty  of  those  people  who  now  iK)ssess  it.  When  we  called  the 
meeting  on  the  20th  of  Feb'ry,  amongst  the  whole  seventeen 
families  they  could  not  realize  more  than  eighty  bushels  of  wheat 
This  small  quantity  is  all  they  have  to  depend  upon  for  support 
and  seeding  their  ground  this  season.  It  may  be  alledged  by 
some  that  ye  land  in  this  district  is  poor,  and  that  ye  poverty  of 
ye  soil  has  been  the  ruin  of  the  settler.  In  one  or  two  instances 
this  probably  may  have  been  the  case,  but  it  is  by  no  means 
general.  Many  of  them  are  fertile,  fine  farms ;  have  produced 
good  crops,  both  of  wheat  and"  Indian  com.  It  is  our  opinion 
that  there  is  scarcely  one  single  farm  in  this  district  but  what 
would  maintain  its  possessor  and  family  if  he  was  in  a  capacity  of 
cultivating  it.  The  price  of  articles  and  labour,  which  they  so 
justly  and  loud  1|^ complain,  renders  it  morally  impossible  for  tiem 
to  get  forward  and  become  respectable. 

General  Remarks  on  tlie  Nortliem  Boundary  District, 
Some  of  the  settlers  in  this  district  were  settled  also  by  Oov'r 
Phillip ;  they  received  similar  indulgence  from  Government  with 
the  Pond  settlers.     There  is  only  one  of  the  old  settlers  now  I'e- 
maining — John  Martin,  a  sober  and  industrious  man,  yet  very 
The  original  poor;  ye  Others  are  gone  to  ruin.    Those  who  have  had  farms  given 
ruirie"        ^  them  a  little  before  or  since  y'r  Excellency's  arrival  still  posses 
them.     The  recent  advantages  they  have  derived  from  Gover'nt  in 
being  maintained  from  the  public  store  has  enabled  them  hitherto 
to  hold  their  lands,  but  unless  some  speedy  steps  are  taken  to  re- 
move their  grievances,  they,  in  the  course  of  a  short  time,  must  fall 
a  sacrifice,  like  their  neighbours,  to  avarice  and  extortion.    The 
Condition  of  present  state  of  the  cultivation  of  ye  farms  of  those  settlers  who 
the  fanus.     ^iavq  been  settled  for  two  or  three  y'rs  past  sufficiently  evince  that 
no  labour  or  industry  have  been  wanting  on  their  part  to  render 
themselves  easy  and  comfortable;  their  grounds,  in  general,  are 
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in  high  cultivation,  and  their  present  crop  of  Indian  corn  very      1788 
promising.     At  the  same  time,  under  such  oppi^ve  grievances  as    2  March, 
they  now  labour,  they  must  fall  headlong  to  ruin  and  destruction,  j^^Z^  ^^ 
and  instead  of  their  becoming  honest,  sober,  and  industrious  mem-  tarmen. 
bers  of  society,  aiding  and  assisting  in  their  respective  stations  to 
maintain  ye  good  order  and  quiet  of  the  settlement,  and  con- 
tributing by  their  hard  labour  towards  lessening  ye  expences  of 
Government,  they  will  be  drove  by  want  and  desperation  to  practice 
their  old  vicious  habits,  and  themselves  and  families  will  become 
again  a  burthen  to  the  Crown.     These  remarks,  as  they  strike 
us  forciabiy,  we  take  the  liberty  to  lay  before  y'r  Excellency ;  ye 
facts  stated  are  notorious,  and  ye  inferences  drawn  from  them  are 
such  as  the  wretched  experience  of  many  individuals  in  this  colony 
have  but  too  often  confirmed. 

General  Kemarks  on  the  District  of  Prospect. 
This  district  was  originally  settled  by  Governor  Phillip ;  there  The  ori^nai 
were  not  less  than  twenty  grants  of  land  given  by  him.    All  those  SSroect* 
persons  Governor  Phillip  indulged  with  a  farm  'tis  well  known 
were  selected  as  men  of  general  good  character ;  none  but  ye  in- 
dustrious and  sober  were  allowed  to  become  farmers ;  they  also 
received  similar  indulgence  with  ye  other  districts  from   Gov'r 
Phillip.     At  ye  time  he  left  the  colony  ye  settlers  in  every  district 
were  in  a  promising  way  of  doing  well  and  of  supporting  them- 
selves and  families,  but  upon  his  leaving  ye  settlement  a  material 
change  soon  took  place  in  their  circumstances.     Those  misfortunes 
were  first   occasioned  by  ye  introduction  of  spirits  and  traffic  Evils  of  the 
amongst  themselves.    Out  of  twenty  settlers  who  had  grants  of  land  gjjfito!" 
originally  given  them  by  Gov'r  Phillip  in  this  district  only  six  now 
remain;  the  rest  have  either  sold  or  rented  their  lands  from  total 
inability  to  carry  on  their  cultivation.     The  ground  in  this  district 
in  general  is  very  rich  and  fertile,  so  that  their  ruined  or  em- 
harrased  circumstances  cannot  be  attributed  to  the  barrenness  of 
ye  soil.     Amongst  ye  present  farmers  and  landholders  of  this 
district^  ten  of  them  had  no  seed  for  their  ground  with  this  season 
when  we  convened  ye  meeting :  from  this  circumstance  there  is 
little  reason  to  hope  that  they  will  be  in  a  better  state  ye  next 
year  than  what  they  are  this. 

General  Bemarks  on  the  District  of  the  Field  of  Mars, 
The  settlers  in  ye  Field  of  Mars,  who  had  grants  of  land  given  General 
them  by  Governor  Phillip,  are  in  no  better  circumstances  than  ^^^^ 
those  of  Prospect  and  ye  Ponds.     Many  of  them  have  sold  their 
farms,  and  those  who  still  hold  them  are  very  poor.     From  the 
whole  statement  of  the  settlers,  yV  Excellency  will  easily  perceive 
that  the  ruin  and  distress  of  the  farmer  has  been  general  in  every 
part  of  the  colony,  and  that  those  who  have  been  longest  settled 
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1798  are  either  ruined  or  most  involved,  witli  very  few  exeeeptioBS. 
2  icuch.  '^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^his  district  is  not  so  good  as  in  some  othera,  je 
banks  excepted,  which  have  been  granted  to  different  personB 
since  Governor  Phillip's  departure ;  but  the  old  settlers  in  eveiy 
district  are  nearly  upon  the  same  footing  with  respect  to  their 
ruined  circumstances. 


The  settie- 
mentftt 
KiflBing: 
Point. 


The  first 
■ettlers. 


General  Remarks  on  the  District  of  Kissing  PoinL* 
Ix  this  district  there  is  a  greater  number  of  settlers  than  in  any 
other.  In  general,  they  seem,  from  the  advanced  state  of  ye  culti- 
vation of  their  farms,  to  be  very  industrious  men.  This  district 
is  capable  of  producing  a  very  large  quantity  of  grain,  provided  the 
farmers  in  it  were  only  able  to  carry  on  their  cultivation. 

Your  Excellency  will  i)erceive  from  their  own  statement  ye 
difficulties  they  have  to  contend  with.  We  doubt  not  your  pene- 
tration will  view  their  representations  in  its  proper  light,  and  y'r 
goodness  adopt  such  measures  as  will  remedy  their  grievances  in 
future.     Many  of  the  old  settlers  in  this  district  are  also  poor. 

General  Remarks  upon  tlie  Wliole. 


Their 

impeodisg 

ruiD. 


Nomber  of              Number  of 
Original  Settlen.  SettlerBremaining. 

By  whom 
Settled. 

Name  of  District 

7 
10 
20 
16 

8 
12 

2 
1 
6 
4 

1 

Oovemor  Phillip 

PMTanmtta. 

Northern  Boundary. 

Proepect. 

The  Fonda. 

Field  of  HaiB. 

Eastern  Farms,  or  KissioflrPoioi 

73 

21 

The  foregoing  is  an  exact  statement  of  ye  old  settlers  as  we 
found  them  upon  this  enquiry.  It  may  be  proper  to  observe  that 
ye  first  settlers  were  considered  as  men  of  general  good  character ; 
the  cause  of  their  ruin  and  misfortunes  may  be  easily  traced  in 
their  own  representations  from  the  present  involved  state  of  the 
present  settlers  from  ye  enormous  sums  which  are  exhibited  against' 
them  at  the  different  Courts  of  Civil  Judicature  held  from  time 
to  time.  From  the  fall  and  ruin  of  their  predecessors  it  may  be 
fairly  inferred  that  many  of  them  can  have  nothing  but  approach- 
ing want  and  misery  in  view,  the  sale  of  their  farms,  and  the  nun 
of  their  families.  Under  such  circumstances  the  support  and 
prosperity  of  the  settlement  must  be  very  precarious.  Unless  soine 
speedy  and  salutary  measures  are  adopted  to  save  the  falling 
landed  interest,  it  is  our  joint  opinion  ye  expences  of  Government 
and  the  distress  of  the  facers  will  duly  accumulate.    The  settlers 

•Ante,  p.  188 (note). 
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are  considered  by  many,  who  probably  have  never  visited  their      1798 
•farms  or  impartially  weighed  the  difficulties  they  labour  under,  as    ^  Mfyrefa. 
idle,  worthless  characters,  and  that  their  own  imprudancies  are  the 
cause  of  their  misfortunea    This,  in  some  particular  instances,  may 
be  true ;  but  it  is  our  joint  opinion  that  it  is  by  no  means  general.  ^jJ^J^^J^ 
Many  of  the  farmers  are  sober,  industrious  men.  setuen. 

Their  own  representations  sufficiently  prove  ye  true  cause  of  Results  of 
their  grievances,  embarrassments,  and  bankruptcies,  and  that  their  t^e  inquiry, 
distress  is  more  to  be  attributed  to  the  hardships  they  labour  under 
than  their  own  imprudencies.  We  have  now  completed  ye  enquiiy 
y'r  Excellency  requested  of  us  to  make  to  ye  best  of  our  judgment, 
and  hope,  from  our  investigation  of  the  settlers'  complaints  and 
grievances,  you  will  be  able  to  derive  all  ye  information  of  those 
circumstances  and  situation  you  wished  for.  We  shall  therefore, 
with  all  due  respect,  lay  their  representations  before  you,  and  beg 
leave  to  subscribe  ourselves,         Your  Excellency's,  &c., 

Sahl.  Mabsden, 
Thob.  Arndell. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  16th  March,  1798.        w  March. 

You  will  receive  this  by  the  Buffalo,  armed  ship,  which, 
exclusive  of  the  several  articles  specified  in  my  letter  of  the  6th 
February  (a  triplicate  of  which  I  have  transmitted  to  you  by  this 
conveyance),  carries  out  the  cloaths  mentioned  in  the  margin^  for  Clothing, 
the  use  of  the  convicts,  t 

The  lists  of  the  female  convicts  which  went  in  the  Britannia,  Lists  of 
together  with    the   original  contract   entered   into   by   Samuel  *^"^<^- 
Enderby  and  his  Majesty's  Order-in-Council  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  those  female  convicts  who  required  the  same,  you  will 
receive  by  the  Britannia  under  a  separate  cover. 

The  PorpoLse,  armed  ship,  which  will  follow  the  BuJ0&ilo  early  The 
in  the  summer,  wiD  carry  out  several  complete  assortments  of  ^"^  * 
every  article  necessary  for  weaving  coarse  linen.  J  In  the  interim, 
therefore,  I  cannot  too  strictly  enjoin  you  to  take  every  possible 
means  for  encouraging  the  cultivation  of  flax,  and  learning  such  a 
number  of  persons  how  to  weave  as  the  number  of  looms  with  you 
and  in  Norfolk  Island  will  allow  of. 

Sailors'  frocks,  such  as  are  made  of  Russia  duck,  and  which  is  a  Sailors' 
dress  best  adapted  for  the  climate  of  the  settlement,  may  very  soon  ^  ^    "*^' 
be  provided  on  the  spot  by  these  means  without  the  necessity  of 
sending  them  from  hence.  I  am,  &c, 

Portland. 

P.S. — Since  writing  this  letter  I  am  informed  that  the  Buffalo  The  Buffalo, 
ia  already  full  and  lolled,  and  therefore  that  the  supply  of  shirts, 

•  7,778  shirts,  8,948  {MOrs  hose,  2,666  pairs  shoes,  3,848  hats. 
1 96  in  number.  X  Ante,  p.  884. 
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1796       hose,  shoes,  and  hats  mentioned  in  the  margin  cannot  be  sent  by 
16  March,    that  vessel ;  but  that  they  will  be  shipped  on  board  the  Porpoise,  • 
together  with  the  following  provisions  and  slops,  viz. : — Pork, 
208,600  lb. ;   sailors'  jackets,  No.   5,000 ;    ditto  frocks, 
duck,  5,000  j  trowsers  of  ditto,  5,000 ;  shoes,  pairs  of,  2,500. 


24  March. 


The 

Principal 
Surgeon's 
fialary. 


Under  Secretary  King  to  Principal  Surgeon  White, 

Sir,  Whitehall,  24th  March,  1798. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  acquaint  you, 
in  answer  to  your  letter  to  me  on  the  subject  of  your  salary  as 
Principal  Surgeon  at  New  South  Wales,  that,  according  to  the 
general  rule  laid  down  in  similar  cases,  you  are  entitled  to  one 
moiety  only  of  the  salary  during  your  absence  from  the  colony, 
and  that  the  other  moiety  should  be  received  by  the  person  who 
acts  in  the  colony  as  Principal  Surgeon  during  that  period  His 
Grace  therefore  conceives  that  you  should  pay  Mr.  Balmain  the 
moiety  that  he  has  applied  for,  as  you  state  that  you  have  received 
the  whole.*  I  am,  <kc., 

jr.  Kino 


transporta- 
tion. 


Statement  of  Expenditure. 
27  March.  Navy  Office,  27th  March,  1798. 

The  coBtof    An  Account  of  all  the  expences  that  have  attended  the  service  of 
~""      "  sending  convicts  to  New  South  Wales  and  Norfolk  Island 

from  the  year  1786  (the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the 
establishment  of  those  settlements)  to  the  year  1797,  so  far 
as  the  same  are  known  or  can  be  ascertained  at  this  office. 
Prepared  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  Right  Hon'ble 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty ;  signified  by  Mr. 
Nepean's  letter  of  the  27th  February,  1798,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  the  sura  of  £229,234  Us.  lOd. 
For  these  expences  bills  were  passed  in  the  yeara  under  men- 
tioned, viz.  : — 


In  the  year. 

Amountiog  to 

Number  o(    1 
Convicts  Bent 

1786         

1787         

1788         

1789         

1790         

1791         

1792         

1793         

1794         

1795         

£  s.  d. 
28,389  1  10 
23,779    7    1 

7,898  4  4 
89,588    3    4 

8,202  IS  11 
47,356  0  0 
34,238  14  11 
21,410  13  7 
15,362  11  10 

8,669    4    0 

l',25i 

2,029 

408 

412 

""82 

£229,284  14  10 

4,960 

•  See  Balmain's  letter  to  Hunter  of  the  6th  May,  1796.— Ante,  p.  49. 
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Memo. — In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  tLe  expences  incurred  on      1796 
his  Majesty's  ships  sent  on  service  to  New  South  Wales  is  estimated    27  March, 
to  be  as  under,  viz.  : — 

£       s.  d. 

Sinus      50,993    0    0  ^*P«!»S* 

Supply,  tender 20,685    0    0  ^^SSlncnt 

Gajurdian  22,924    0    0  shipe 

Gorgon 17,113    0    0 

^111,715  0  0 
To  which  mav  be  added  the  freight  paid  for 
the  hire  of  the  Batch  ship  WiMksamheyd 
to  bring  home  from  New  South  Wales  the 
officers  and  company  of  H.M's  late  ship 
Sinus 4,924    9  11 


£116,639    9  11 
This  is  exclusive  of  the  expences  paid  by  the  Commissioners  for 

the  yictualling  his  Maj's  navy,  of  which  a  separate  account  (it  is 

understood)  has  been  sent  by  them. 
N.B. — Since  the  31st  August,  1794,  this  business  has  been 

conducted  by  the  Transport  Board. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

10th  April,  1798.        10  April. 
Parole — Avoid.  Countersign — Infamy. 

The  Commissary  is  directed  to  issue,  on  next  Saturday,  to  the  The  stock 
women  the  few  remaining  articles  of  slops  which  the  store  can  ^  c*®*^*"?- 
afford,  and  it  is  recommended  that  they  use  every  means  for 
making  them  last  until  we  can  receive  a  supply  from  England. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

12th  April,  1798.         12  April. 
Parole — Eepentance.  Countersign — Contrition. 

Notice  will  be  given  in  a  day  or  two  what  quantity  of  maize  the  The  pnoe  of 
public  stores  at  Parramatta  and  Sydney  will  be  ready  to  take  in ;  "™*^"* 
but  it  becomes  necessary  to  inform  the  settlers  and  others  con- 
cerned in  raising  this  grain  that,  as  the  price  of  wheat,  which  is 
exceedingly  high,  has  been  continued  this  year,  in  consequence  of 
certain  representations  which  are  made  to  the  Governor,  he  now 
informs  them  that  Government  cannot  longer  continue  the  high 
price  of  maize  alsa  It  is  therefore  to  be  understood  that  four 
shillings  will  be  the  price  of  the  bushel  of  maize. 

Jno.  Hunter. 
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1796  Government  and  Genebal  Order. 

21  April.  2l8t  April,  1798. 

Parole — Patience.  Countersign — Contentment. 

Thecortof  The  Governor  having  received  a  petition*  from  the  settlers  in 
general,  in  which  they  have  represented  the  great  distress  they 
labor  under,  as  "well  in  the  high  wagest  of  hired  servants  to  work 
their  ground  as  in  the  immense  price  they  pay  for  every  article 
they  require  upon  that  service,  and  requesting  that  the  price  of 
maize  may,  on  that  account,  be  continued  as  last  year : 

The  Governor,  sensible  of  their  distresses,  and  desirous  of  listen- 
ing to  any  reasonable  application  those  distresses  may  induce 
An  order  them  to  make  to  him :  He  has  now  given  directions  to  the  Com- 
SJJ^dS^  missary  to  continue  the  last  year  price  of  maize  ;  but  as  it  is  no 
less  his  duty  to  reduce  the  heavy  expences  of  this  colony  to 
Grovemment  than  it  is  his  wish  to  render  the  situation  of  the 
industrious  farmer  easy  and  comfortable,  they  must  look  forward  to 
a  reduction  of  the  price  of  grain  of  every  kind  before  long. 

JnO.  H0NTER. 

Government  and  General  Order. 
23AprU.  23rd  April,  1798. 

Parole — Candid.  Countersign — Impartial. 

The  mki  of  The  settlers  having  at  different  times  complained  that  the  receiv- 
^run^mono-  .^^  ^£  grain  into  the  public  stores  when  open  for  that  purpose 
was  so  completely  monopolized  that  they  cou'd  have  but  few 
opportunitys  of  getting  the  full  value  for  their  crops;  that,  in 
oonsequence  of  their  being  so  frequently  thrust  out  and  disap* 
pointed  at  the  granary,  they  had,  from  their  poverty  and  distress, 
been  often  obliged  to  dispose  of  their  grain  for  less  than  half  its 
value,  and  that  they  were  thereby  constantly  involved  in  debt 
and  distress : 
The  Repeated  Orders  have  been  given  on  this  subject  that  those  who 

oSa»*on  *  raise  the  grain  shou'd  at  all  times  have  the  preference  in  the  public 
the  subject,  granary  ;  that  those  who  were  known  to  be  poor  and  industrious, 
but  distressed  by  having  large  familys,  shou'd  be  particularly 
favor'd  upon  such  occasions.  Such  Orders  have  but  too  fre- 
quently been  frustrated  by  circumstances  which  have  not  been 
known  to  the  Governor.  He  therefore  publishes  this  to  say  that 
he  desires  and  expects  a  more  constant  attention  to  it  in  the 
department  of  the  Commissary,  and  that  there  be  no  cause  givra 
in  future  for  a  repetition  of  complaints  of  such  real  grievances. 
If  there  are,  he  is  resolved  to  take  more  serious  notice  of  them. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

*  The  petition  has  not  been  preserved, 
t  Ante,  pp.  189, 107,  304,  398. 
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Stores  and  Implembnts  for  New  South  Wales.  098 

Articles  in  the  Transport  Storehouse  at  Portsmouth,  originally  ssAprU. 
purchased  for  the  coast  of  France,  and  now  proposed  to  he  stor^lbr 
sent  to  New  South  Wales.*  ti»«  colony. 


Description. 

Quantity. 

Price. 

Remarks. 

Hate        

10,030  ... 

at  28.  each 

These  are  strong,  round 
hats,  with  deepcrowns, 
with  the  brims  about 
twoandabalf  or  three 
inches  broad. 

Hatchets 

2  casks... 

at  l/-pV  hatchet 
at  2/10  pV  sett 

The  hatchets  are  small. 

Horseshoes      and 

20  „      ... 

Nails. 

Hose,  pain  of   .. 

3,992     ... 

at  ]/li  ea.  pair 

Common,  coane  hose. 

Hooks  and  eyes... 

30  gross 

at  1  Id.  p'r  groae 

Jackets 

12,470  ... 

at  15s.  each     ... 

The  whole  are  warm 
cloathing,  but  rather 
slight  of  their  kind. 

Pain    of     shoes, 

6,000     ... 

at  3/5 each       ... 

The  materials  for    the 

materials  for. 

shoes  are  in  good  con- 
dition. 

Shirts      

24,970  ... 

at  3/9  each 

The  shirts  are  all  white 
or  brownish  linnen, 
and  are  seemingly  of 
the  quality  usually 
supplied  to  soldien. 

Thread    .. 

isejib.... 

209        .. 

at  2/10  p'r  lb.  ... 
at  lOd.  p*r  doz'n 

Thimhlee 

An  Account  of  Implements  of  Husbandry,  shipped  on  board  the  impiementB 
Porpoise,  store^hip,  for  New  South  Wales,    consigned  to  ^i,,^^^ 
Governor  Hunter : — 
The  Honl>le  the   Ckimmissioner  for  managing  bis  Majesty's  Transport 
Service. 

Bo't  of  William  Jones,  No.  141,  New  Bond-street. 

Goods  for  New  South  Wales  delivered  at  Deptford,  to  the  care  of  Mr. 
D.  Martin  :— 

£    s.   d. 
3  casks,  containing  500  falling-axes 

for  clearing  ^und,  sorted,  at  2s.      50    0    0 
,  1  cask,  containing  100  pickaxes,  3/-      15    0    0 
,  2  casks,    containing    223    socket- 
spades,  sorted,  2/6  27  17    6 

1  cask  containing  222 reaping-hooks, 
sorted,  @1/-         11    2    0 


Jaly  6th,  1798. 
Mo.  A  1,  2  &  3  . 

No.  A  4  ... 
No.  A,  5  &  6 


No.  A,  7... 
A :  8  &  12 


5  bundles    plate  iron,  w'r,  5cwt. 
Iqr.  31b.,  32/-       


Carried  forward 


8    8  lOi 
...£112    8    H 


*' this  Kst  was  tent  to  Oovemor  Hunter  in  a  letter  ftrom  Under  Secretaxy  King,  dated 
^*<i^  April,  iTgs,  which  has  not  been  preMnred. 
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1798  An  Account  of  Implements  of  Husbandry,  Ac. — continued. 

26  April.  £       8.    d. 

Brought  forward  112    8    4^ 

A  :  13  &  17       ...  5  bundles  plate  iron,  double-rolled, 

5cwt.  Oqr.  01b.,  34/-         8  10    0 

A :  18     7    casks,    containing    250  reaping- 
hooks,  sorted,  @  lOd 10    8    4 

A  :  19  &  20       ...  2  casks,  containing  250  spades,  no 

handles— 30  at  2/6  ;  220  at  2/8...      33    1    8 

A  :  21     1  cask,  containing  27  spades  (500  in 

all),  2/8       3  12    0 

30reaping-hook8(o02inall),  lid....        17    6 

Ilca8ksat7/-  3  17    0 

Swede's  iron,  assorted,  in  flat  and 

square  bars,  77  bars,  w't  30cwt. 

Oqr.  01b.,  at  27/- 40  10    0 

Bod  iron  for  nails,  and  19  bundles, 

w't,  lOcwt.  Oqr.  211b.,  @  31/-   ...       15  15    9J 

Blistered  steel,  w*t,  lOcwt.  Iqr.  8lb., 

@42/.        21  13    6 

Paid  waterage  for  craft  and  men  ...        2  16    6 

£254    0    8 


IMay. 


The 

reported 
state  of 
Norfolk 
Island. 


Evil  effects 
of  trading. 


Advice  to 
the  settlers. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

let  May,  1798. 
Parole — Isle  Wight.  Countersign — Yarmouth. 

From  the  nature  of  those  difficulties  of  which  the  settlers  upon 
Korfolk  Island  having  complain'd,  difficulties  which  have  not  until 
very  lately  been  known  to  have  an  existence,  the  Governor  is  led 
to  suspect  that  the  same  rage  for  traffic  and  an  intemperate  indul- 
gence in  some  of  those  destructive  gratifications  which  have  so 
effectually  ruin'd  many  of  the  most  forward  and  promising  settlers 
in  New  South  Wales  has  reached  Norfolk  Island. 

His  Excellency,  from  an  earnest  desire  to  promote  the  prosperity 
of  that  island  and  the  true  happiness  of  its  inhabitants,  has,  since 
his  arrival  in  this  country,  avail'd  himself  of  every  means  or  oppor- 
tunity of  forwarding  for  their  accommodation  a  share  of  such 
little  comforts  as  accidental  ships  may  have  brought  hither ;  hut 
he  is  sorry  to  observe  that  instead  of  those  things  being  felt  an 
advantage  they  appear  only  to  operate  as  a  stimulus  to  more  exten- 
sive dealings,  a  circumstance  which  he  can  foresee  will  terminate  in 
the  ruin  of  many  of  the  settlers  for  whose  welfare  he  is  extremely 
anxious.  He  desires  therefore  that  they  will  not  suffer  them- 
selves to  be  led  away  from  their  real  interest  by  speculative  ideas 
or  a  desire  of  indulging  in  dangerous  amusements,  and  to  squander 
away  the  whole  produce  of  their  hard  labor  in  trifles  or  in  scenes 
of  dissipation,  which  must  eventually  end  in  their  complete  ruin. 
He  desires  they  will  persevere  with  patience  in  the  management 
of  their  farms  and  the  rearing  of  stock,  and  assures  them  that  be 
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has  taken  such  steps  as  he  flatters  himself  will  incline  the  Govern-  1796 
ment  at  home  to  consider  the  inconveniences  we  labor  under  in  i  May. 
this  distant  part  of  the  world,  and  induce  them  to  use  such 
measures  as  will  procure  us  before  long  every  European  article  we 
may  have  occasion  for  at  a  very  moderate  expence,  and  through 
that  means  put  an  effectual  stop  to  the  impositions  under  which 
the  industrious  settlers  have  too  long  labored. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


Governor  King's  Dormant  Commission.* 

George  R 

George  the  Third,  <kc.,  to  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Philip  Gidley 

King,  master  and  commander  in  our  Royal  Navy,  greeting : 
We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  loyalty,  courage  ^"^ 
and  experience  in  military  aflairs,  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  Hunter,  in 
and  appoint  you  (in  the  case  of  the  death  or  during  the  absence  ^ijj^n^*** 
of  Ca])tain  John  Hunter)  to  be  Governor  of  our  territory  called 
New  South  Wales,  extending  from  the  north  cape,  or  extremity, 
of  the  coast,  called  Cape  York,  in  the  latitude  of  ten  degrees  thirty- 
seven  minutes  south,  to  the  southern  extremity  of  the  said  territory 
of  New  South  Wales,  or  south  cape,  in  the  latitude  of  forty-three 
degrees  thirty-nine  minutes  south,  and  of  all  the  country  inland  to 
the  westward,  as  far  as  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-fifth  degree  of 
longitude,  reckoning  from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich,  including 
all  the  islands  adjacent  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  within  the  latitudes 
aforesaid  of  10"  37'  south  and  43'  39'  south,  and  of  all  towns, 
garrisons,  castles,  forts,  and  all  other  fortifications  or  other  military 
works  which  now  are,  or  may  be  hereafter,  erected  upon  the  said 
territory.     You  are,  therefore,  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  His  duUe» 
the  duty  of  Gk)vemor  in  and  over  our  said  territory  by  doing  and  *"^  voyr^n, 
performing  all  and  all  manner  of  things  thereunto  belonging ;  and 
we  do  hereby  strictly  charge  and  command  all  our  officers  and 
soldiers  who  shall  be  employed  within  our  said  territory,  and  all 
others  whom  it  may  concern,  to  obey  you  as  our  Governor  thereof, 
and  you  are  to  observe  and  follow  such  orders  and  directions,  from 
time  to  time,  as  you  shall  receive  from  us,  or  any  superior  officer, 
according  to  the  rules  and  discipline  of  war,  and  likewise  such 
orders  and  directions  as  we  shall  send  you  under  our  signet  and 
sign-manual,  or  by  our  High  Treasurer  or  Commissioners  of  our 
Treasury,  for  the  time  being,  or  one  of  our  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  we  hereby  repose  in  you. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James V.^^^  1st  day  of  May,  1798,  in 
the  thirty-eighth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majesty's  command, 
Portland. 

•  Ante,  pp.  351,  858. 
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MSbr  10th  May,  1798. 

Parole — Truro.  Countersign — ComwalL 

Tbe  iMdiaJ  Medical  DEPARTMENT. — Mr.  D'Atcj  Wentworth  will  embark  on 
board  his  Majesty's  ship  Reliance  for  Norfolk  Island,  and  relieve 
Mr.  Thomas  Jamison,  the  assistant  surgeon  there,  who  will  return 
in  the  Reliance  and  take  the  duty  here.  Mr.  Jas.  Mileham  will 
relieve  Mr.  Jas.  Thomson,  assistant  surgeon  at  Parramatta,and  Mr. 
Thomson  will  take  the  duty  at  Sydney.  Jno.  Hunter. 


staff. 


Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  Under  Secretary  King.    (Banks 
Papers.)* 
15  May.         My  Dear  Sir,  Soho  Square,  15th  May,  1798. 

I  have  been  rather  out  of  order  this  week  past^  and  hard 
work'd  beside  by  my  Lord  Liverpool,!  which  is  the  reason  I  have 
not  before  troubled  you  with  this. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  from  Capt.  King  that  you  have  agreed  to 
PiAnt-cabin   put  a  plant-cabbin  on  board  the  Porpoise.     I  have  consulted  Col 
Por^Sse.      Paterson  about  the  European  plants  and  fruit-trees  that  have 
been  already  introduced  into  the  colony,  and  I  find  many  of  great 
importance  still  wanting,  particularly  the  hop,  which,  by  enabling 
the  colonists  to  brew  bear,  will  diminish  the  consumption  of  un- 
wholesome spirits,  and  add  materially  to  the  health  and  comfort 
of  the  inhabitants. 
The  ooit  The  cost  of  framing  such  a  plant^sabbin  and  fitting  it  on  board 

the  vessel  will  be  under  £60,  and  if  a  sum  not  exc^ding  £50  is 
allowed  to  me  I  will  undertake  to  provide  all  the  plants  that  can 
be  wanted,  and  necessary  tools,  &c.,  for  the  gardener. 

I  have  met  with  an  ingenious  young  man,|  educated  as  a  kitcben- 
An^  gardener,  who  wishes  to  marry  and  carry  out  his  wife  to  settle  at 
*"'^'*"  Sidney.  His  character  is  excellent.  He  will  thankfully  under- 
take the  care  of  the  garden  on  board,  without  pay,  if  be  is  per- 
mitted to  go  out  as  other  settlers  have  done,  and  have  the  same 
indulgences  when  he  arrives.  He  wiU,  I  conclude,  set  up  there  as 
a  market-gardener,  and  no  doubt  become  an  usefull  inhabitant. 

So  much  for  my  first  speculation.     Now  for  my  second,  which 
I  confess  I  conceive  is  of  great  importance. 

We  have  now  possessed  the  country  of  New  South  Wales  more 
than  ten  years,  and  so  much  has  the  discovery  of  the  interior  been 
BzpiomtloD.  neglected  that  no  one  article  has  hitherto  been  discovered  by  the 
importation  of  which  the  mother  country  can  receive  any  d^pree 
of  return  for  the  cost  of  founding  and  hitherto  maintaining  the 
colony. 


*  This  letter  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Sir  Joseph  L 

t  Robert  Banks  Jenkinaon,  Earl  of  Liverpool,  was  one  of  the  membenof  the  India  Board 
He  was  subeequentlv  Prime  Minister  of  Eng;land  for  fifteen  years,  1812-1827. 

t  The  person  to  whom  Banlcs  here  refers  u  evidently  Geoi|ce  Sutter  (Suttor)  mentioned  in 
his  memo,  of  1  Lth  December,  1797.— Ante,  p.  883,  and  poet,  pp.  411,  485,  496  and  note. 
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It  is  impossible  to  conoetve  that  such  •  body  of  land,  as  large      ITM 
as  all  Europe,  does  not  produce  vast  rivers,  capable  of  being  navi-     ^  ^^y 
gated  into  the  heart  of  the  interior ;  or,  if  properly  investigated,       — - 
that  such  a  country,  situate  in  a  most  fruitful  climate,  should  not  results.  ^ 
produce  some  native  raw  material  of  importance  to  a  manufacturing 
oountiy  as  England  i& 

Mr.  Mungo  Park, — lately  returned  from  a  journey  in  Africa,  MungoPark. 
vhere  he  penetrated  farther  into  the  inland  than  any  European 
before  has  dcme  by  several  hundred  miles,  and  discovered  an  im- 
mense navigable  river  running  westward,  which  offors  the  means 
of  penetrating  into  the  center  of  that  vast  continent,  exploring 
the  nations  that  inhabit  it,  and  mtmopolising  their  trade  to  our 
settlement  at  Senegambia,  with  a  small  force  and  at  an  expenoe 
which  must  be  deemed  inconsiderable  when  compar'd  with  the  object 
to  be  attained, — K>fiers  himself  as  a  volunteer  to  be  employ'd  in 
exploring  the  interior  of  New  Holland,  by  its  rivei-s  or  otherwise, 
as  may  in  the  event  be  found  most  expedient.* 

His  moral  character  is  unblemished,  his  temper  mild,  and  his  His 
patience  inexhaustible.     As  he  has  proved  during  his  African  ^''^^^ 
expedition,  he  is  sufficiently  vera'd  in  astronomy  to  make  and  to  attainments, 
calculate  observations,  to  determine  both  latitude  and  longitude. 
He  knows  geography  enough  to  construct  a  map  of  the  countries 
be  may  visit,  draws  a  little,  has  a  competent  knowledge  of  botany 
and  zoology,  and  has  been  educated  in  the  medical  line. 

He  is  very  moderate  in  his  terms ;  he  will  be  contented  with  lOs.  Salary  and 
a  day  and  his  rations,  and  happy  if  his  pay  is  settled  at  1 2s.    The  ^^  ^"^^"  ' 
amount  of  his  outfit  for  incirumenta,  arms,  presents,  ika,  will 
not,  I  think,  exceed  XI 00.     He  will  want  a  deck'd  vessel  of  about 
30  tons,  under  the  command  of  a  lieutenant,  with  orders  to  follow 
his  advice  in  aU  matters  of  exploring.     Such  a  vessel  may  easily 
be  built  in  the  country  if  the  one  already  there,  which  is  found  to 
have  very  bad  qualities  as  a  sea-boat,  cannot  be  made  sufficiently  Lieutenant 
trustworthy ;  and  Lieutenant  Flinders — a  countryman  of  mine,  a  ^'*^^'*- 
man  of  activity  and  information,  who  is  already  there — will,  I  am 
sure,  be  happy  if  he  is  intrusted  with  the  command,  and  will  enter 
into  the  spirit  of  his  orders,  and  agree  perfectly  with  Park. 

The  crew  of  such  a  vessel  need  not,  in  my  opinion,  consist  of  Tiie  crew, 
more  than  ten  men — four  for  boatkeepers,  and  six  to  proceed  in 
the  country  with  one  or  both  the  commanders,  as  may  happen 
when  inland  joumies  are  to  be  attempted. 

If  either  or  both  these  projects  are  carried  into  execution,  I  p*"^"'" 
will  readily  undertake  to  draw  up  instructions  for  all  parties,  and  Jl  thT 
to  correspond  with  them  during  the  execution  of   their  plans,  P'^p***'- 
ttnder  the  superintendance  of  your  office ;  such  hopes  have  I  of 
material  discoveries  being  made,  and  such  zeal  do  I  really  feel  for 
the  prosperity  of  a  colony  in  the  founding  of  which  I  bore  a 
considerable  share.  Jos.  Banks. 

*  Mango  Ptuii  did  not  undertake  this  service.— Post,  ppi  481  and  note,  486  and  note,  491. 
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1798 

15  May 


Convict 
sawyera. 


Hours  of 
labour. 


Imposing 
on  the 
Govcm- 
uient. 


New  rules. 


Government  and  Gbnbba.l  Order. 

15th  May,  1798. 
Parole — Kamschatka.  Countersign — Otaheite. 

The  shameful  imposition  which  has  been  practised  for  some  time 
past  by  those  sawyers  whose  labour  is  the  property  of  the  Crown, 
and  which  has  been  overlooked  by  those  whose  duty  it  is  at  aU 
times  to  put  a  stop  to  everything  of  that  nature,  renders  it  neces- 
sary to  establish  some  regulation  which  cannot  be  misundertood. 

It  appears  to  have  been  the  custom  to  do  the  Government  work 
in  the  forepart  of  the  day,  but  if  the  weather  happened  to  belnd 
during  that  time,  altho'  fair  in  the  afternoon,  no  work  has  been 
done  for  Government,  but  that  time  employed  for  themselves,  and 
for  which  they  have  claimed  payment  as  if  they  had  done  so  much 
beyond  their  Government  task. 

From  this  shameful  practice  it  appears  that  if  the  forenoon  of 
every  day  in  the  week  shou'd  prove  bad  no  work  wou'd  be  done 
by  the  servants  of  the  Crown  as  their  public  duty,  but  all  con- 
sidered as  work  performed  in  what  is  called  their  own  time,  and 
for  which  payment  is  expected.  This  is  so  glaring  a  trick  practised 
at  the  expence  of  the  public  that  it  is  no  longer  on  any  account 
to  be  suffered.  .  Whatever  the  weekly  task  may  be,  that,  when 
the  weather  will  admit,  is  to  be  the  first  work  performed,  and  all 
that  is  done  over  that  may  be  allowed  for.  The  person  who  has 
the  direction  of  the  work  will  be  the  judge  when  it  can  be  done. 
It  is  perfectly  clear  that  if  no  work  can  be  done  for  Grovemment 
on  account  of  l>ad  weather,  none  can  be  done  for  private  persons. 

These  regulations,  if  necessary,  may  be  extended  to  field  labour, 
shou'd  any  imposition  of  this  nature  have  crept  in  amongst  the 
public  servants  lent  to  oflBicers  or  settlers  upon  their  farms.* 

Jno.  Huntek. 


IS)  May. 


20  May. 


Convict 
labourers 
i^anted  to 
officers 


Governor  King's  Appointment. f 

19th  May,  1798. 
Mr.  King,  it  is  finally  arranged,  succeeds  Mr,  Hunter  as  Grovemor 
of  Botany  Bay.  

Government  and  General  Order, 

20th  May,  1798. 
Parole — York.  Countersign — London. 

The  Grovernor  having  received  instructions  from  his  Majestys 
Secretary  of  State  relative  to  the  number  of  men  hitherto  granted 
to  the  officers,  civil  and  military,  J  and  others  upon  their  farms,  he 
has  now  to  inform  them  that  two  men  only  are  to  be  considered 
as  allowed  at  the  expence  of  the  public,  and  that  such  as  they 

*  Ante,  pp.  61,  79,  and  poet,  p.  406. 

♦  Reprinted  from  The  Star  of  19th  May,  179S. 
;  Ante,  p.  295. 
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may  have  over  thnfc  nnmber  are  to  be  maintained  and  clothed  at       ms 
the  expence  of  their  employer;  but  as  there  may  be  some  difficalty     20  Umy. 
on  many  of  the  fa,rtoa  in  furnishing  the  requisite  provision  for  such  n^j-JZ^-^ 
men  as  they  may  wish  to  employ,  as  well  as  in  providing  cloathing  of  assigned 
for  them,  the  Governor  proposes  that  the  value  of  the  ration  and  ■•'^*°^ 
cloathing  whieh  may  be  supplied  from  the  public  store  to  such 
people  be  paid  by  their  employers  in  the  produce  of  the  farm, 
either  grain  or  fresh  pork.     The  Grovemor  desires  a  return  may  be 
made  to  the  Commissary  of  the  names  of  such  men  as  the  different 
officers  and  others  vre  desirous  of  retaining  upon  their  respective 
farms.  Jno.  Hunter. 


GOVBRNOB  HUTfTBR  TO   ThB   DuKE   OF   PORTLAJfD. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  25th  May,  1798.         26  May. 

After  my  letters  named  in  the  margin*  were  written  and 
prepared,  in  orcler  to  be  forwarded  by  the  earliest  conveyance.    The 
ship  Barwell  arrived  (18th  May)  with  male  convicts  and  a  few  The 
stores  for  the  colony.    By  that  ship  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  ^•^•"• 
your  Grace's  dispatch  of  the  31st  of  August,  1797. 

I  acknowledge  with  concern,  my  Lord,  the  justice  of  your 
Grace's  remark  relative  to  the  lenity  I  was  induc'd  to  shew  to  the 
turbulent  and  refmetory  conduct  of  the  military  ;t  but  I  trusted  JfiflOMdnct 
the  reaaonB  I  gave  in  my  letter  on  that  subject  would  have  proved  mUitMy. 
satiafiKstoxy  to  your  Grace.    I  stated  that  it  was  my  intention  to 
have  inadtutod  a  criminal  proaecution  against  the  principal  parties 
concerned,  and  not  to  have  tried  them  by  a  Court-martial,  and 
that  I  had  actually  signed  a  warrant  for  the  apprehending  them, 
bat  at  the  instance  of  the  officers  of  the  corps,  the  Judge- Advocate, 
and  the  injured  party,  together  with  the  professions  of  contrition  ^«^ 
made  by  the  troc^is,  aa  reported  to  me  by  the  officer  who  delivered  ovwiooked. 
their  different  messnges,  I  was  prevailed  upon  to  withdraw  the 
warranty  a  Gireumstance  whieh  I  had  too  much  reason  afterwards 
to  consider  ill-judged  on  my  part  and  highly  unmerited  on  theirs, 
and  I  have  since  been  convinced  that  the  messages  I  received 
from  themp  by  Gaptn.  McArthur  were  of  a  more  moderate  nature 
than  they  had  authorized  him  to  deliver.     The  internal  discipline  ^trol^^' 
of  the  troops  being  a  duty  more  immediately  under  the  directicm 
of  thdr  own  officers,  I  ean  only  assure  your  Grace  that  the  more 
strict  it  is  the  more  satbfaciaon  I  shall  receive,  as  it  will  be  the 
means  at  saving  much  trouble  ami  anxiety  to  me  in  my  situation 
as  the  chief  magistrate. 

*  X(M.  30,  Unb  JfemiMy,  ante,  p.  349;  81»  19th  Kbnnury,  ante,  p.  868  ;  82,  Sod  SlMcii, 
nte,  pw  8B5;  and  aepante  of  lab  Mareh,  1798,  aute,  pi  363. 

t  The  allusion  ia  to  the  case  of  John  Banghan.  See  Honter'a  letter  to  Portland  of 
IfthioBort,  I2M^aat^  p.  M»  ruad  Perdawrft  reply,  Slat  Aagaalt,  17V7,  ante,  p.  286. 
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1798  Your  Grace  lias  expressed  much  surprize  and  regret  at  the 

26  May,     expences  of  this  colony  from  June,  1796,  to  the  August  following. 

—       And  I  can  assure  you,  ray  Lord,  that  I  am  particularly  hurt  when 

diture.         any  occasion  appears  to  your  Grace  for  calling  into  question  the 

want  of  (economy  in  the  affairs  of  this  colony. 

I  did  hope  that  I  had  accounted  in  the  most  clear  and  satisfac- 
tory manner  for  the  various  sums  which  had  been  unavoidably 
drawn  in  my  name,  but  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  neither  the 
Commissary's  vouchers  nor  the  manner  in  which  I  have  explained 
them  have  been  sufficient  to  satisfy  your  Grace  of  the  indispensable 
necessities  which  had  occasioned  them. 
Hunter  Your  Grace  can  scarcely  suppose  me  responsible  for  the  errors 

luSiiitiM      o^  a  system  established  for  the  management  of  this  colony  lon«j 
*"iSd"^  **y  before  it  fell  to  my  care,  and  which  I  am  concerned  to  have  had 
cessora.        occasion  to  say  so  much  to  shew  your  Gi*ace  that  to  get  the  better 
of  those  inconveniences  was  not  the  work  of  one  day  or  one  year 
I  certainly  shall  hold  myself  accountable  for  my  own  conduct :  but 
to  have  the  errors  or  mistakes  of  others  to  explain  away  is  surely, 
ray  Lord,  a  most  mortifying  consideration ;  and  I  am  confident,  if 
your  Grace  had  sufficient  leisure  to  look  minutely  into  my  com- 
plaints, I  should  presently  feel  relieved  from  the  anxiety  whieli 
that  circumstance  alone  has  occasioned  me. 
hicurre?  ^®  ^^"^  which  your  Grace  has  mentioned  did  not  accumulate, 

before  nor  was  it  incurred,  between  those  periods.     A  great  part  of  it 

JJlJl"^,'**  had  been  due  before  my  arrival  in  the  country,  and  under  a 
former  administration  here  ;  neither  had  it  been  consolidated  by 
bills  in  due  time,  but  was  left  to  be  drawn  for  after  my  arrival 
and  before  I  could  well  know  the  true  state  of  the  colony.  Nor 
was  this  all ;  considerable  part  of  this  sum  was  incurred  on 
account  of  Norfolk  Island,  and  had  been  refused  to  be  consoli- 
dated by  Lieut. -Governor  Grose.  This,  and  a  variety  of  other 
circumstances,  all  tending  to  the  same  effect,  are  within  my 
possession,  and  incontrovertibly  convince  me  that  a  plan  had  been 
Attempte  to  previously  concerted  for  bringing  the  odium  of  these  expences 
him.  upon  me.     But  you,  my  Lord,  will  deem  me  answerable  only  for 

my  own  conduct,  and  with  respect  to  the  concerns  of  this  colony, 
which  I  must  again  declare  were  on  my  arrival  in  the  most  per- 
plexed state.  Your  Grace  will  suffer  me  to  assure  you  I  had 
difficulties  and  embarrassments  to  wade  through  which  I  have 
hitherto  been  unwilling  to  particularize,  but  they  are  well  known 
to  many  in  this  colony,  and  it  is  also  well  known  what  scurrilous 
abuse,  and  what  infamous  and  cowardly  attempts  have  been  anony- 
mously made  to  asperse  my  character  for  the  steps  I  was  from  time 
to  time  taking  for  the  public  good,  and  in  oixler  to  relieve  the 
colony  from  the  confused  condition  in  which  I  found  it. 

These  matters,  my  Lord,  contemptible  and  frivolous  as  they 
must  ever  be  held   by   a    virtuous  and  upright  character,  are 
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nevertheless  irksome  and  vexatious.     Your  Grace  will  be  pleased       1796 
to  understand  that  there  are  at  this  time  two  distinct  interests     25  May. 
in  this  colony — that  of  the  public,  and  that  of  the  private  indi-       rj— : 
vidual ;  and  it  is  natural  to  infer  that  those  separate  interests  intenstsL^ 
have  constantly  been  in  direct  oposition  to  each  other.  In  pro- 
tecting the  first,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  have  generally  found  myself 
alone  ;  to  get  the  better  therefore  of  difficulties  which  stood  in  the 
way  of  that  interest,  I  have  unremittingly  exerted  every  means 
our  embarrassed  circumstances  admitted  of,  and  I  have  pleasure 
in  sajdng  that  they  are  now  drawing  to  a  close ;  but  I  must  add, 
my  Lord,  to  get  completely  the  better  of  all  those  embarrassm'ts. 
Government  must  lay  an  axe  tp  the  root  of  our  commercial  dealings,  commercUi 
and  order  its  officers  to  attend  less  to  those  private  considerations  <i«^*"ir- 
which  I  have  often  had  cause  to  observe  are  constant  sources 
of  jealousy  and  discontent  amongst  themselves,  as  well  as  being 
attended  with  much  pain  and  trouble  to  me. 

Your  Lordship  will  here  give  me  leave  to  observe  how  the  vast 
sum  which  your  Grace  has  noticed  appears  to  have  been  incurred 
in  so  short  a  time,  for  in  fact  it  was  not  virtually  so.  It  had 
been  the  custom  in  this  colony,  for  want  of  current  specie,  for 
the  Commissary  to  issue  in  his  own  name,  on  Government  account, 
notes,  payable  on  demand,  for  all  grain  or  other  articles  taken  oorernment 
into  the  public  store  from  individuals.  Those  notes  may  continue  °^*®"' 
for  any  length  of  time  in  the  hands  of  their  possessor,  or  pass  as 
money  for  their  value  in  the  colony,  and  at  any  convenient  time 
the  holder  may  bring  them  forward  and  receive  a  bill  upon  the 
Lords  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  for  their  amount. 

Considerable  part  of  the  sum  your  Grace  has  mentioned  will.  Outstanding 
as  I  have  already  observed,  appear  to  have  been  notes  of  this  °^'***' 
description  which  had  laid  dormant  for  a  length  of  time  before 
my  arrival,  consequently  the  propriety  of  such  issue  I  could  not 
be  any  judge  of,  although  it  was  so  managed  as  to  become  my 
duty  to  consolidate  them. 

It  had  been  also  customary  in  this  colony  for  the  notes  or  A  paper 
receipts  for  grain  of  the  very  storekeepers  to  pass  current  for  their  ^^'^^^^y 
value.     I  very  early  discovered  the  danger  of  this  custom,  and 
forbid  it  in  the  most  positive  manner  in  Public  Orders  issued  on 
the  15th  June,  1796.*     I  also  considered  it  improper  that  any 
notes  payable   by  Government   should   be   issued   without  the 
GovemoPs  approbation,  and  I  have  ever  since  subscribed  my 
name  to  such  notes,  without  which  none  of  them  are  valid.     This 
had  never  been  the  case  before,  but  I  conceived  that  no  money 
should  be  paid  on  the  public  account  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  commander-in-chief.     Whenever  any  number  of  notes  are  to  be  sygtem  of 
drawn  for,  they  are  laid  before  me  as  a  voucher  for  satisfying  me  of  ©JJ^nient 
the  necessity  of  such  bill,  and  the  notes  are  cancelled.  This  measure  notca. 
I  trust  your  Grace  will  approve,  and  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me, 

•  Ante,  p.  64. 
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my  I^rd,  i£  I  express  a  wish  that  the  expeaces  of  N^orfolk  Ishiad 
cx>uld  be  held  entirely  separate  from  those  of  this  coloiiyy  and  that 
the  Lieat.-Govemor  or  officer  commaiuliiig  there  should  be  con- 
sidered as  the  at  person  to  dcaw  the  requisite  bills,  instead  of 
giving  drafts  upon,  the  Commissary,  which  renders  it  neceaeary  for 
bUls  being  drawn  fur  those  sums  in  the  name  of  the  Govecnor  here. 
These,  I  fear,  my  Lord,  are  on  a  sHghtt  examination  too  often  ooor 
founded  with  the  expenoes  of  this  colony,  being  subscribed  by  the 
Governor;  by  such  means  the  officer  comanding  on  Idiab  island 
appears  to  have  created  no  expence,  whilst  the  Govemor-in-Chiel 
is  loaded  with  the  whole  sum  as  if-  for  this  colony. 

The  instructions  to  the  Crovemor,  my  Lordv  have  been  the- same 
from  the  beginning  ;  had  they  been  from  that  time  as  nniformly 
adhered  to,  or  as  little  deviated  from  as  I  hoped  to  have  found 
them,  I  should  have  discovered  upon,  my  arrival  everything  moving 
on  generally  upon  the  same  plan  which  was  at  itnt  established  i^n 
those  instructions,  but  your  Grace  will  have  discovered  iromt  some 
part  of  my  correspondence  that  this  was  not  the  case,  and  the 
change,  I  found,  was  such  ae  required  some  time  to  alter. 

The  colony  has  been  since  my  arrival  greatly  distreeaed  for 
stores  of  various  kinds,  and  I  have  been  imavoidably  driven  in 
some  instances  to  the  necessity  of  purchasing.  If  the  very  lijbeial 
supplies  which  seem  to  have  been  sent  out  formerly  were  lavidily 
used  and  improvidently  exhausted,  I  will  only  observe  that  1^  defi- 
ciency was  too  expensive  not  to  be  felt  with  anxiety  and  oonteeaty. 
as  well  by  myself  as  by  every  person  wishing  well  to  the  colony. 

I  have  formerly  mentioned,  my  Lord,  that  the  number  of  men 
lent  to  officers  was  a  measure  of  Lieut-Governor  Grrose's,  and  I 
gave  your  Grace  my  reasons  for  continuing  a  certain  number  of 
them,  which  were,  if  I  withdraw  them  the  colony  would  be  withr 
out  bread,  because  their  farms  could  not  be  worked  for  want  of 
Btrengdi.  I  have  now,  agreeable  to  your  Grace's  opinion,  ami 
directions,  offered  to  the  officers  such  number  of  men  as  they^  can 
affi)rd  to  maintain  and  the  public  service  can  spare,  exclusive  of 
the  two  which  your  Gvrace  is  pleased  to  allow  them  at  the  public 
expence.*  With  respect  to  myself,  aU  that  I  require  is  a  boKt*s 
crew  for  the  public  service,  and  a  few  domestics,  for  I  have  no 
concerns  of  a  private  or  particular  nature  which  require  any 
partial  indulgence^ 

I  will  here  take  an  opportunity  of  pointing  out  to  your  Grace 
that  as  there  are  seversd  officers  employed  in.  fatiguing  extra 
duties,  for  which  no  salary  or  allowance  whatever  is  made^  sach 
as  magistrates,  <bc.,  <&c.,.  I  hope  there  may  be  no  impropriety  in 
rewardfiig  their  exertions  by  such  additional  assistance  as  may  be 
thought  adequate  to  their  services. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  your  Grace  disapproves  of  my  having 
chartered  the  Britannia. t     Your  Ckace^s  humanity  will  no  doubt 


*  Ante,  pp.  296,  SftL. 


t-  Ante,  pp.  296,  2)7. 
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contrive  some  other  means  of  relieTing  people  laboring  in  Ms      17M 
distant  part  of  the  world  under  worn-out  constitutions  and  narrow     26  May. 
circumstances. 

The  salted  provision  which  your  Grace  has  mentioned  will  nearly 
last  the  time  pn^osed ;  but  I  beg  to  observe,  my  Lord,  that  the 
quantity  of  live  stock  in  this  colony,  as  will  appear  by  the  enclosed  Uvo  stock, 
return,''^  is  by  no  means  equal  to  the  feeding  the  number  of  people     . 
in  this  country.     I  fear,  my  Lord,  that  it  is  too  much  the  custom 
to  contrast  Norfolk  Island  with  this  colony.     I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say,  and  to  prove,  that  they  will  not  admit  any  comparison. 
Norfolk  Island,  to  which  I  am  not  a  stranger,  produces  a  food  for  ¥^^ 
hogs  which  grows  in  great  abundance  spontaneously ;  the  people 
there  can  inclose  such  grounds  as  produce  this  kind  of  food,  and 
run  no  risk,  even  without  an  herd,  of  losing  their  stock,  and  were 
they  even  to  stray  ihej  cannot  get  out  of  the  island ;  when  they 
design  them  for  slaughter  they  shut  them  up  in  styes  and  feed 
them  with  maize. 

In  this  country  we  have  no  food  for  the  sustenance  of  such  The 
stock  but  what  must  be  raised  by  hard  labour  ;  and  the  poverty  J^Sg**  ^ 
of  the  settlers,  who  are  deprived  an  opportunity  of  getting  what  uve  stock, 
they  want  at  a  moderate  price,  is  such  they  cannot  hire  the 
requisite  labourers ;  they  cannot  let  their  hogs  run  loose  because 
they  will  inevitably  lose  them  in  the  woods.     But  after  all  these 
difficulties,  my  Lord,  I  will  venture  to  a.sscrt  that  there  are  more 
people  fed  wholly  on  swine's  flesh  in  this  settlement  than  twice 
the  number  contained  on  Norfolk  Island,  exclusive  of  strangers,  New  South 
who  live  chiefly  on  fresh  food  whilst  here,  at  an  exorbitant  price,  no^,J"* 
'which  naturally  inclines  those  to  whom  it  belongs  to  prefer  that  island, 
kind  of  market  instead  of  bringing  it  to  the  public  stores  at  a  loss. 
But  your  Grace  may  probably  not  have  adverted  to  one-third  of 
the  numbers  in  this  colony ;  being  people  independant  of  the  public 
store,  they  consume  the  whole  of  the  fresh  provision  which  is  at 
present  raised.     If,  therefore,  we  are  left  without  the  necessary 
supplies  of  salt  provisions,  the  whole  live  stock  of  the  colony  would  The  meat 
he  destroyed  in  twelve  months,  and  the  colony  thrown  back  some  ""P'*^* 
years.    Were  it  possible  to  have  removed  from  the  colony  the  con- 
victs whose  term  of  transportation  niight  be  expired,  the  quantity 
of  swine's  flesh  raised  here  would  then  make  some  figure  in  feeding 
the  colony,  but  it  requires  the  whole  or  the  greatest  part  to  feed 
the  free  people ;  whenever  there  is  a  surplus  the  store  is  opened 
for  its  reception,  and  the  salted  provisions  saved. 

After  what  your  Grace  may  have  already  understood  relative  ^^^^ 
to  Norfolk  Island,  I  am  not  desirous  of  saying  anything  further 
upon  the  subject,  nor  will  I  press  my  opinions  more  than  I  have 
done  in  former  letters ;  suffice  it,  my  Lord,  to  observe  that  the 

^  *  Tbe  endosore  to  miMiiig.    A  letum  of  Uve  stock,  dated  SUt  December,  1797,  will  be 
Jonna  CO  p.  S41,  ante. 
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extent  of  this  island  appears  to  be  forgotten  in  the  advantage  of 
its  feeding  a  certain  number  of  swine.  I  am  inclined,  however^ 
to  believe  that  such  will  be  the  principal  or  only  object,  and  that 
as  often  as  we  have  opportunity  the  inhabitants  will  require  to 
be  supplied  with  bread  from  hence,  whereas  we  shall  not,  I  trust, 
be  necessitated  to  have  recourse  there  for  anything,  unless  they 
can  supply  a  little  salted  jDork,  which,  had  they  materials,  such  as 
proper  salt-pans,  saltpetre,  and  coarse  sugar,  I  am  of  opinion  they 
could. 

With  respect  to  the  employment  of  the  young  male  convicts,  I 
have  ever  made  it  an  invariable  rule  to  place  all  of  that  descrip- 
tion under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  superintendant  of  some 
artificer's  gang,  in  order  that  they  be  rendered  useful  mechanics  in 
time,  and  the  country  of  course  benefitted  by  their  labors. 

The  assortment  of  stores  sent  in  this  ship*  has  afforded  me 
some  pleasure,  as  the  settlers  will  be  thereby  enabled  to  receive 
the  necessary  tools  at  a  moderate  expence. 

It  has  also  given  me  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  find  that  your 
Grace  has  sent  out  a  professional  gentleman  of  the  law  in  the 
capacity  of  Deputy  Judge- Advocate  to  this  settlement.  Such 
a  character  was  highly  essential  to  the  interests  of  this  colony, 
and,  independant  of  my  personal  regard  for  Mr.  Dore,  I  have,  in 
honor  to  your  Grace's  recommendation,  apointed  him  my  secretary, 
and  he  will  in  future  have  the  regulation  and  direction  of  my 
dispatches  to  your  Grace. 

I  have  already  explained  to  your  Grace  in  another  letter  the 
cause  of  the  high  price  of  grain.  Should  my  idea  of  a  public 
store t  on  the  part  of  Government,  upon  an  extensive  plan,  for  the 
retail  sale  of  the  various  articles  of  comfort  and  convenience,  be 
adopted,  the  price  of  grain  must  immediately  fall,  and  in  the  end 
operate  as  an  encouragement  to  industry ;  but  without  some  such 
measure  the  settlers  cannot  live,  and  far  less  provide  for  a  family. 
The  speculators  who  call  here,  and  the  ruinous  traffic  which  is 
carried  on  through  those  monopolies,  which  are  made  in  opposition 
to  my  repeated  orders  and  endeavours  to  prevent,  will,  beyoud  a 
doubt,  without  the  interference  of  Government,  keep  the  settler^ 
Jec,  in  a  continual  state  of  beggary,  and  retard  the  progressive 
improvement  of  the  colony. 

The  artificers  which  have  arrived  in  the  Barwell  will  enable  me 
to  discharge  from  wages  those  whom  I  had  been  obliged  to  hire 
for  completing  the  granaries,  storehouses,  and  barns  which  I  have 
had  occasion  to  erect. 

From  the  long  continuance  of  the  war,  I  have  judged  it  requisite, 
as  far  as  our  small  force  could  admit,  to  erect  a  few  redoubts  for 
a  battery.  I  therefore  feel  myself  much  in  want  of  the  assistance 
of  an  engineer,  and  also  of  small  arms,  with  flints,  balls,  aud  other 


♦The  Barwell. 
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amunition,  for  fumishiDg  the  inhabitants  with  proper  means  of  1788 
defence.  I  understand  it  was  the  intention  of  Government  to  ssicay. 
appoint  an  engineer,  and  that  Lieutenant  Dawes  *  then  of  the  _ ,  - —  . 

•  ®  '      ,  1  XI  •  re   TLM      Lieutenant 

raannes,  was  the  gentleman  pi*oposed  on  the  occasion.  If  Mr.  Dawes. 
Dawes  could  bo  found,  I  shall  be  happj  to  have  his  assistance  as 
an  engineer,  conceiving  him  to  be  eminently  qualiiied ;  and  your 
Grace  may  be  satisGed,  fix>m  the  very  extensive  improvements  in 
this  colony,  if  such  an  appointment  was  deemed  expedient  in  the 
early  establishment  of  it,  how  far  more  necessary  must  it  now  be 
to  take  place.  I  have,  &c, 

Jno.  HuNTEa 

Transport  Commissioners  to  Under  Secretary  King. 
Sir,  Transport  Office,  28th  May,  1798.         as  May. 

We  transmit  to  you  inclosed,  for  the  information  of  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  copies  of  several  papers  detailing  the 
circumstances  which  attended  the  seizure  of  the  ship  Lady  Shore,  Seizure  of 
on  her  voyage  to  New  South  Wales,  by  part  of  the  soldiers  embarked  ^hoiCf^ 
on  board  her,  belonging  to  the  New  South  Wales  Corps. 

We  are,  <kc., 

RuPT.  George. 
Ambrose  Serle. 
John  Marsh. 
[Enclosure.] 

Mr.  Simon  Murchison  to  Mr.  James  Duncan. 
Sir,  Dartmouth,  22nd  May,  1798. 

I  arrived  here  on  the  17th  instant,  and  have  ever  since  The  leoond 
Wn  in  expectation  of  going  to  London,  but  I  now  find  it  will  be  fST^ids  an 
impossible  for  two  or  three  days ;  therefore  I  forward  to  you  the  Ig*^*5^*|n' 
sketch,  which  we  drew  out  at  Rio  Grande,  of  the  capture  of  the 
ship  Lady  Shore,  and  a  certificate  from  the  Frenchmen,  which  is 
all  the  papers  I  have  concerning  her.    Mr.  Black  has  all  the  restf 
I  left  all  those  who  were  turned  into  the  longboat  at   Rio 
Janeiro. 

The  captain  o{  the  whaler  that  I  went  to  the  Cape  in  would  only 
take  me,  nor  did  I  know  myself  where  he  intended  to  carry  me, 
only  he  told  me  he  would  put  me  in  a  way  to  get  home.  When  we 
got  to  sea  he  told  me  he  was  going  to  the  Cape,  where  I  took  the 
first  opportunity  of  coming  home  in  the  Hare,  brig.  You  may 
expect  me  in  town  in  the  course  of  the  week. 

I  am,  <fec.y 

Simon  Murchisox, 
Late  2nd  officer  of  the  Lady  Shore. 

•  Ante,  a  55.  t  A  lengthy  account  wa?  forwarrled  by  Mr.  Black,  purner  of  the  Lady 
oww,  to  his  father,  by  whom  It  was  publUhcd  in  England.    See  also  pp.  413,  414, 416,  pout. 
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28  May.  MuTiiinr  on  the  Lady  Shore. 

About  \  past  i  a..m.  on  the  let  of  August  we  were  alarmed  hy 
the  firing  of  musquets,  the  cries  of  murder,  &c.,  and,  to  our  great 
surprise,  found  tlmt  the  vessel  had  been  seized  by  the  French  and 
Irish  soldiers  united.*  Mr.  Lambert,  the  chief  officer,  who  had  the 
watch  upon  deck,  and  who  saw  the  men  loading  their  musquets 
and  making  other  preparations,  very  imprudently,  inatead  of 
alarming  the  captain  and  officers,  went  into  his  own  cabin  and 
loaded  his  pistols,  which  the  mutineers  immediately  took  advan- 
tage of  by  surrounding  the  doors  and  windows.  He,  seeing  this, 
iired  his  pistols ;  the  ball  of  one  of  them  entered  the  breast  of 
one  of  the  mutineers,  Delahay,  who  immediately  fell.  Several 
musquets  were  then  fired  into  his  cabin  thro'  the  windows,  and 
they  immediately  charged  upon  him  with  their  bayonets.  He 
was  wounded  in  several  places,  but  burst  open  his  own  door  and 
ran  into  the  cabin  of  Mr.  Black,  purser,  which  was  close  adjoining 
to  that  of  the  captain  and  had  a  communication  with  the  round- 
house. 

They  endeavoured  to  burst  open  that  door  to  get  into  the 
captain's  state-room.  While  attempting  to  do  this,  Mr.  Lambert 
received  another  shot  in  his  back,  and  the  men  on  the  quarter-deck 
continued  to  fire  into  the  purser's  cabin.  Finding  it  impossible  to 
enter  the  round-house  this  way  (the  key  being  on  the  opposite 
Bide),  Mr.  B.  ripped  open  the  lashing  of  the  canvas  screen  which 
divided  his  cabin  from  the  cuddy,  through  which  aperture  Mr. 
Lambert  immediately  went,  and  received  another  wound  from  the 
centry  at  the  cabin  door.  The  captain,  just  at  the  same  time,  ran 
The  captain  out  from  his  cabin,  and  at  the  door  of  the  cuddy  received  a  wound 
bayoneted,  j^^^^  below  the  heart  with  a  bayonet,  and  fell,  but,  immediately 
recovering  himself,  he  sprung  towards  the  after  hatchway,  down 
which  he  fell,  and  in  his  fall  received  a  wound  in  the  neck.  A 
musquet  was  fired  at  him  after  his  descent,  but  without  taking 
effect.  The  noise  of  his  fall  awoke  Mr.  Minchin,  commanding 
officer  of  the  detachment,  who  called  out  to  know  what  was  the 
matter,  and  was  answered  by  Captain  Wilcocks,  in  a  faint  voice, 
that  he  was  wounded,  and  that  his  men  had  seized  the  ship.  The 
hatches  were  now  laid  on  fore  and  aft.  Mr.  Lambert,  upon  enter- 
ing the  captain's  cabin  and  finding  him  gone,  ran  to  the  windows 
abaft  and  called  out  to  Mr.  Minchin  that  his  men  were  murdering 
the  officers.  One  of  the  mutineers,  who  had  undertaken  to  dis- 
i>eath  of  the  patch  him,  entered  the  cabin  and  shot  him ;  he  groaned  for  a  few 
chief  officer,  minutes  and  expired.  On  attempting  to  get  upon  deck  we  foond 
that  four  of  the  mutineers  were  placed  with  fixed  bayonets  at  tlie 
after  hatchway,  and  one  at  each  of  the  officers'  cabins  upon  deck. 
Several  were  parading  the  quarter-deck,  and  others  were  employed 
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b  {XMnting  two  of  the  gnat  gaiu  down  the  after  hatchway,  and      1796 
two  others  pointed  at  the  ronnd-house.    Mr.  Minchin  was  ordered     28  Hay. 
(through  the  mterpretation  of  Major  Semple*)  to  give  up  hia 
sword  and  pistols,  and  to  order  the  soldiers  to  deliver  up  their 
arms,  which  was  immediately  dona     They  also  demanded  all  arms  Amu 
fptWQ  ihe  officers,  and  informed  ail  who  were  between  decks  that  •^"^•'«* 
if  any  person  attempted  to  make  the  least  resistance  a  general  mutineers, 
massacre  would  take  place.     And  indeed  we  saw  that  all  resistance 
would  be  in  vain,  as  both  the  petty  officers  and  seamen  seemed 
united  with  the  mutineers,  aldio'  tliey  took  no  active  part  in  the 
ailray.     On  the  captain's  getting  into  the  great  cabin  he  called  out 
to  give  up  the  ship,  which  Lieut't  Minchin  repeated  several  times  A  general 
at  the  cabin  door,  upon  which  the  mutineers  gave  three  cheers.  '''^^'^***'- 
The  surgeon,  upon  examining  the  wounds  of  Oapt'n  Wilcocks, 
entertained  great  hopes  that  they  were  not  mortal ;  but  immedi- 
ately pronounced  the  man  who  had  been  wounded  by  Mr.  Lambert 
a  dead  man.      We  were  all  ordered  to  remain  in  the  great  cabin, 
at  the  door  of  which  were  placed  two  centries — vizt.,  one  inside 
and  the  other  on  the  outside ->to  prevent  any  communication 
between  us  and  the  soldiers,  who  were  amidships,  but  were  divided 
from  the  steerage  by  a  grating.      The  lattices  of  the  door  were 
always  open.     About  4  in  the  afternoon  of  the  2nd  Delahay  died. 
Captain  Wilcocks  was  at  this  time  much  better,  and  m'e  enter- 
tained great  hopes  of  his  recovery,  but  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
evening  he  became  very  restless.      About  midni^t  his  strength  Death  of  the 
wttB  quite  exhausted,  and  he  expired  about  4  in  the  morning  °^p***"- 
without  a  groan. 

The  mutineers  informed  us  that  they  intended  to  bury  the  body 
of  their  comrade  at  8  a.m.,  and  desired  that  we  would  also  bury 
the  hody  of  Capt'n  Wilcocks  as  soon  as  possible,  at  the  same  time 
informing  us  that  we  might  pay  any  honors  we  thought  proper  to 
the  corpse  of  our  late  commander.  This,  however,  we  declined, 
and  about  noon  committed  his  body  to  the  deep  with  the  usual  Hte  burial, 
ceremony,  at  which  all  the  officers  attended,  and  also  two  of  the 
ringleaders  under  arms  with  their  pistols  cocked  in  their  hands. 
They,  this  morning,  ordered  us  all  upon  dedc,  whore  we  found  the 
mutineers  drawn  up  under  arms  on  each  side  of  the  quarter-deck 
&nd  the  seamen  in  the  center.  One  of  the  ringleaders,  with  Major 
^mple  as  interpi^eter,  mounted  the  arm-chest  and  read  aloud  some 
nileR^hich  they  desired  we  would  follow  under  pain  of  death,  Ji^^eei?* 
**8uring  ihe  seamen  that  they  should  receive  a  gratuity  according 
*o  their  behaviour  on  their  arrival  at  Rio  de  la  Plata,  to  which 
place  they  now  informed  us  that  t^y  intended  to  take  the  ship, 
promifflng  that  they  would  put  the  officers  and  such  of  the  soldiers 
^^W  were  afraid  of  into  the  boats  as  soon  as  they  had  passed 
the  latitude  of  Rio  Janeiro.  They  then  informed  the  sailors  that 
t-hey  appointed  a  man  of  the  name  of  Dubois  [alias  Deliz"|  their 

*  Ante,  PT*  205  (note),  856  and  note. 
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captain,  and  Thomeo  [alias  Thierry]  their  lieutenant ;  that  if  any 
of  them  were  seen  conversing  with  any  of  the  d-devarU  officers  the 
guard  had  orders  immediately  to  shoot  both  j^arties.  They  also 
this  day  gave  us  canvas  to  make  sails  for  the  long-boat,  which  we 
were  obliged  to  do  in  the  cabin,  and  permitted  two  of  us  to  go 
upon  deck  at  a  time  for  the  purpose  of  getting  her  rigging,  kc, 
fitted  and  ready  for  sea,  in  doing  which  the  sailors  would  not 
give  the  least  assistance,  but  seemed  to  obey  all  the  orders  given 
by  the  ringleaders  of  the  mutiny  with  much  more  alacrity  than 
they  formerly  did  those  of  the  captain  and  officers.  The  carpenter 
had  charge  of  the  sails,  &c.,  in  one  watch,  and  the  boatswain  in  the 
other.  One  of  the  seamen  (George  Davis)  was  appointed  boatswain. 
The  mutineers  never  slept  but  in  their  cloathes  upon  deck,  with 
their  arms  by  their  side. 

On  Saturday,  the  5th,  they  made  a  requisition  to  the  officers  of 
cloathes  of  all  kinds  to  cloathe  the  mutineers  with ;  and  we  had 
the  mortification,  on  the  following  day,  to  see  them  all  dressed  in 
our  cloathes. 

On  Sunday  afternoon.  Ensign  Prater,  of  the  New  So.  Wales 
Corps,  having  said  to  one  of  the  seamen  that  it  would  be  an 
easy  matter  to  retake  the  ship  if  the  seamen  were  unanimous,  he 
immediately  reported  it  to  the  mutineers.  Thomeo  [alias  Thierryj 
then  came  down  into  the  great  cabin,  with  four  of  the  men  armed, 
and  carried  Mr.  Prater  upon  deck,  informing  us  that  they  would 
immediately  hang  him.  He,  however,  returned  in  about  ten 
minutes  in  irons,  and  an  additional  guard  was  placed  in  the  cabin, 
which  continued  there  all  the  time  we  remained  in  the  ship.  They 
had  told  Mr.  Prater  that  he  should  be  tried  by  the  council  in  the 
morning  (the  council  consisted  of  the  six  ringleaders,  and  sat  every 
evening  at  6  o'clock),  and  if  found  guilty  should  be  hanged.  They, 
however,  released  him  out  of  irons  at  daylight,  but  ordered  him 
not  to  appear  upon  deck  again;  and  repeated  their  threat  toslioot 
any  officer  who  should  be  seen  speaking  to  either  soldiers  or 
sailors. 

Nothing  material  occurred  until  Saturday,  the  12th'instanti 
when  they  informed  us  that  they  intended  to  send  us  away  on  the 
following  day.  It  was  now  blowing  hard  from  the  N.E'd,  as  it 
had  done  for  some  days.  One  of  the  soldiers  fell  overboard  and 
was  drowned,  without  their  attempting  to  save  him,  notwith- 
stand'g  that  he  was  seen  swimming  for  some  time.  In  the  evening 
of  this  day,  about  7  o'clock,  the  ship  was  taken  aback,  and  getting 
stemway,  a  high  sea  pooped  her,  stove  in  all  the  great  cabin 
windows,  and  washed  those  who  were  sitting  in  the  cabin  forward 
to  the  cabin  door,  which  was  also  burst  open  by  the  sea.  Our 
trunks,  beds,  &c.,  were  all  floating  about.  Two  or  three  of  us 
attempted  to  go  upon  deck  to  get  assistance,  but  found  several 
musquets  presented  at  us  down  the  after  hatchway,  and  the  centry, 
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ffrho  vras  in  the  cabin  at  the  time,  was  obliged  to  go  upon  deck  to      1706 
explain  the  matter  before  we  were  allowed  to  move.     Our  situation     ^  ^ay. 
low  appeared  dreadful ;  up  to  our  knees  in  water,  all  the  cabin       — 
urindows  stoye  completely  in,  the  ship  appearing  to  settle  fast  by  flooded, 
he  stem,  and  had  another  sea  broke  over  her  we  must  inevitably 
lave  all  perished.     The  tiller  was  flying  from  one  side  to  the  other, 
:he  man  at  the  helm  being  alarmed,  not  knowing  what  to  do^  and 
ID  person  to  command  him.     Not  a  word  that  was  said  upon  deck 
x>uld  be  understood,  for  the  great  confusion  of  tongues,  some  ^^"^ 
calling  out  in  French,  others  in  German,  and  others  in  English, 
Lhat  the  ship  was  going  down.     None  of  them  semed  to  know 
what  to  da     Our  first  consideration  was  to  get  up  the  dead-lights, 
w-hich,  by  the  assistance  of  two  seamen,  we  fortunately  accomplished 
in  time,  for  immediately  afterwards  two  very  heavy  seas  struck  her 
stem,  and  must  have  sent  her  to  the  bottom  had  they  not  been 
in.     We  got  some  buckets  between  decks,  and  baled  the  water  out 
as  fast  as  we  could,  as  the  pumps  which  were  upon  the  upper  deck 
were  not  cleared  for  above  an  hour.     They,  however,  informed  us 
that  there  were  but  eighteen  inches  water  in  the  ship,  it  not  having 
yet  found  its  way  to  the  pumps,  owing  to  the  ship's  being  so  much 
by  the  stem. 

On  Monday  morning  they  brought  us  some  certificates  to  sign.  Certificates. 
One,  that  we  would  none  of  us  serve  against  the  French  and  their 
allies  for  a  year  and  a  day ;  another,  that  we  had  surrendered 
the  ship  to  them  in  the  name  of  the  French  Republic ;  and  others, 
that  the  surgeon,  carpenter,  boatswain,  seamen,  <fec.,  had  been 
detained  by  them  contrary  to  their  inclination,  to  navigate  the 
ship.  We  at  first  objected  to  signing  these  certificates,  particularly  Signed  at 
to  the  carpenter,  boatswain,  cooper,  and  several  of  the  seamen,  as  J}[J  K}"*,et. 
from  their  conduct  we  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  were 
previously  acquainted  with  the  design  of  seizing  the  ship.  But 
they  insisted  upon  our  signing  them,  and  we  also  reflected  that 
such  certificates,  compelled  to  be  signed  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet 
and  muzzle  of  a  musket,  could  avail  but  little  hereafter.  They 
also  gave  us  a  certificate  that  they  had  not  been  induced  to  the 
measures  they  had  taken  in  consequence  of  any  ill-treatment  they 
had  received  from  the  captain  and  officers,  but  on  account  of  their 
having  been  trepanned  into  the  service  by  Colonel  Grose.  They  csaiwe  of  the 
assurwl  us  that  they  were  extremely  sorry  for  the  death  of  Capt'n  ""  ^' 
Wilcocks  ;  that  it  was  not  intentional ;  but  that  the  death  of  the 
chief  mate  was  determined  on.  They  informed  us  that  they  would 
send  us  away  on  the  following  day  in  the  long-boat  with  thirty- 
tvo  people,  and  that  we  should  have  a  cask  of  porter  and  as  much 
of  every  other  kind  of  provision  as  we  wanted.  The  sea  was  still 
running  very  high,  altho'  the  wind  had  fallen.  On  the  following 
day  (Tuesday)  we  bad  a  fine  breeze  from  the  northward,  and  smooth 
water;  had  soundings  about  forty-five  fathoms.     At  noon  they 
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inion&ed  «s  that  they  observed  m  34^  Sa  About  1  p.m.  tfae? 
hoisted  out  the  boat  and  got  her  rigged,  pat  into  her  three  flmall  casb 
of  water,  containing  aboict  ninety  gallons,  and  £oiir  bags  of  bread. 
This  they  informed  ns  was  as  much  provision  as  was  neoessary. 
and,  notwithstanding  their  former  promises,  this  was  a]l  we  oonid 
obtain  from  them.  The  steward  was,  however,  fortunate  en<m^ 
to  evade  the  searoh  in  the  confusion,  and  hove  into  the  boat  tvo 
cheeses,  two  hams,  some  pieces  of  beef  whicdi  he  had  got  bailed  for 
the  purpose,  and  a  small  keg  containing  about  five  gallons  of  min. 

They  would  give  us  no  compass,  and  it  was  with  a  great  deal 
of  intreaty  that  we  obtained  a  quadrant.  Had  not  Mr.  Drummond 
had  a  small  pocket-compass  fortunately  in  his  possession,  we  sbould 
not  have  known  what  to  have  done  with  the  boat.  About  half-past 
6,  having  put  twenty-nine  persons,  including  men,  women,  and 
children,  into  the  boat,  with  a  few  of  our  cloaths,  we  put  off  from 
alongside,  and  after  properly  stowing  the  boat  we  made  sail  to 
the  n'wd,  intending,  if  possible,  to  get  into  Rio  Grande.  We  lost 
sight  of  the  ship  about  8  o'clock,  it  being  now  dark.  We  cannot 
here  omit  mentioning  how  much  poor  Mr.  Fyfe,  the  surgeon, 
seemed  affected  at  parting. 

After  experiencing  almost  continual  bad  weather,  with  bca^j 
thunder,  lightning,  and  rain,  and  having  been  in  imminent  danger, 
being  surrounded  with  breakers,  we  were  obliged  to  lighten  the 
boat  by  throwing  over  some  of  our  baggage  and  provisions,  bm 
fortunately  got  into  Port  St.  Pedro*  about  4  o'clock  on  the  17th, 
having  been  in  the  boat  only  about  forty-six  hours. 

We  were  hospitably  received  by  the  Governor,  and  were  pro- 
mised a  passage  to  Rio  Janeiro  in  the  first  ship  that  sailed.  We 
also  obtained  the  Governor's  permission  to  sell  the  long-boat  here 
for  the  benefit  of  the  officers  of  the  ship,  who,  having  not  only  lost 
their  cloathes  but  some  property  in  the  ship,  thought  themsdv?* 
more  entitled  to  the  produce  of  the  boat  than  the  officers  and  soldiers 
who  accompanied  them,  as  their  losses  had  been  very  trivial,  and 
they  had  it  in  their  power  to  draw  upon  Government  for  cash  to 
pay  their  expences  home,  which  we,  as  private  men,  could  not  do. 
But,  however,  as  Mr.  Minchin,  tiie  commanding  officer  of  the 
troops,  seems  to  think  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  boat  as  mncJi 
as  ourselves,  we  have  entered  into  an  agreement  to  reserve  tJie 
produce  of  the  boat  until  our  arrival  at  Rio  Janeiro,  or  at  some 
place  where  we  can  find  an  English  officer  who  will  be  abJe  to 
decide  upon  the  justness  of  the  claim.  We  must  also  remark  here 
that  Mr.  Minchin  has  money  of  his  own,  which  the  Frenchmen  did 
not  take  from  him,  to  our  certain  knowledge  above  thirty  pounds. 
On  our  leaving  the  ship  the  Frenchmen  gave  us  a  paper,  making 
over  the  boat  to  Messrs,  Drummond,  Black,  and  Mi^or  Semple, 

*  Now  generally  known  m  Rib  Orande,  situated  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  at  the  loatfaeca 
extremity  of  Lake  Patos. 
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who  accompanied  us  in  the  boat ;  but  this  gift  from  pirates  cannot  1790 
1)6  conaidered  as  a  legal  one.  Time  will  not  permit  us  to  say  more  ssifaor. 
at  present^  but  a  fuller  account  may  be  expected  hei*eafter.  We, 
the  undersigned,  however,  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true 
account  of  the  principal  transactions  after  seizing  the  ship,*  which 
happened  about  150  leagues  to  the  N.-E'd  of  Cape  Frio,  and  we 
were  about  as  far  from  Cape  St.  Mary  when  we  left  the  ship  in 
the  boat  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  instant. 

Simon  Murchison,  2nd  officer. 
Gerrard  Drummond,  3rd  do. 
John  Black,  purser. 
P.S. — We  have  forgot  in  the  haste  of  drawing  up  the  foregoing  to  Cause  of  the 
state  that  we  are  fully  of  opinion  the  vessel  never  could  have  been  ^^    ^' 
seized  had  not  those  men  (who  were  sent  on  board  in  irons  and 
with  a  strong  guard)  been  allowed  to  keep  constantly  in  their 
possession  both  firearms  and  ammunition,  against  which  Captn. 
Willcocks   remonstrated  previous   to  leaving  Torbay,   and  was 
answered  by  Colonel  Grose  "  that  it  was  perfectly  proper.*' 

J.B.,  G.D.,  aM. 
[IboIo9ore.J 
Liberte.  EgaHte. 

Bepublique  Fran<^oise. 
Nous,  sonssignes,  attestons  que  Monsr.  le  Lt. -Colonel  Grose  est,  statement 
par  la  fraude,  la  force,  et  les  mauvais  traitemens,  joint  k  notre  JiniiSidcre. 
lUpublicanisme  le  plus  pure,  sunt  la  cause  eificiente  de  la  prise  da 
navire  de  la  Lady  Shore  ;  que  toutcs  les  voies  de  fait  qui  ont  ^t^ 
conimises  ne  I'ont  ^te  que  pour  satisfaire  a  la  vengeance  des  bons 
R^publicainB  Francois  qui  ont  ^t^  v^xes  et  opprim^  par  le  poids 
cie  la  m^hancet^  appui  du  cr^it  des  grands. 

Fait  k  bord  de  la  Lady  Shore  prise,  le  2  Aoust,  Tan  1797,  Tan 
5me  de  la  R^pabltque  Fran9oise,  une  et  indivisible. 

W.  G.  Thierry,  lieut.  k  bord  de  la  prise. 
Dkliz,  capitaine  de  la  prise. 

Par  expedition. 

Lb  Maillot  db  PRovEKCfHEB, 

Secretaire  a  bord  de  la  prise,  f 

'  The  Sev.  Wm.  Oreffoi)',  in  his  "  Journal  of  a  Captured  Missionary,"  p.  194,  states  that 
the  Lady  Shore  was  eold,  as  she  lay  dtomaiitied  in  Monte  Video  Harbour,  for  forty  thousand 
dollars. 

f  [TranriatUm,] 
UberifT.  Uqualit}'. 

Toe  Frenoh  nepublic. 
We,  the  undefsicned,  attest  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Grose  is,  through  fraud,  force,  and  Colonel 
ni-treatsnent,  together  with  our  purest  Republicanism,  the  material  cause  of  the  capture  of  Orose 
the  veesel  the  Lady  Shore }  that  the  acts  of  violence  which  were  committed  were  only  so  impuinied. 
committed  in  order  to  satlafy  the  vengeance  of  the  good  French  Republioans,  who  had  been 

vexed  and  oppressed  by  the  wiclcedness  which  supports  the  power  of  crrandeos.      

Sobecribed  on  hoard  the  captured  Lady  Shore,  on  the  2na  August,  in  the  year  1797,  and 
the  fifth  yeac  of  the  Prwieli  Kepablle,  one  and  indivisible. 

W.  G.  TtmaRT,  lieut.  on  beard  the  oaptarad  i^eesel. 
Dmot  Gaftean  of  the  ot^tnred  veeiel.  Engrossed  by 

Lb  iiMUdrt  DB  PsovHcniB, 
SMRtlaiy  on  board  the  captaved  veaaL 
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1796  Government  and  Genekal  Obdeb. 

1  June.  1st  Jane,  1798. 

Parole — Harwich.  Countersign — Oxford. 

Officers'  Ijj  addition  to  the  Order  of  the  20th,  relative  to  the  number  of 
servants  whom  the  officers,  &c.,  may  be  desirous  of  retaining  m 
their  service  upon  the  terms  therein  mentioned,  the  Goveraor 
desires  to  inform  that  he  wishes  to  have  their  respective  lists  sent 
to  the  Commissary's  office  by  the  20th  instant. 

Jno.  Huktbb. 

Governor  Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  King. 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
4  June.         My  Dear  Sir,*  4th  June,  1798. 

nunter'a  The  vast  multitude  and  variety  of  circumstances  which  con- 

tinually occur  in  this  Government  to  occasion  letters  to  the  Duke 
of  Portland  of  much  greater  length  than  it  is  either  pleasing 
or  convenient  to  me  to  write  or  to  trouble  his  Grace  with,  Iwve 
given  me  more  uneasiness  than  all  my  other  fatigues.  I  tnisr, 
however,  that,  after  what  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  say^  some 
steps  will  be  taken  for  relieving  some  of  those  anxietys,  and  for 
giving  me  less  occasion  to  dwell  so  frequently  upon  them. 
His  motives  An  anxious  desire  for  the  prosperity  of  this  colony,  at  the 
planting  of  which  I  was  present,  and  had  some  share  in,  doeti 
sometimes  occasion  my  saying  more  than  may  be  pleasrug ;  but  I 
shou'd  feel  myself  difficient  in  a  due  attention  to  the  pubhc  service 
were  I  to  be  perfectly  silent  upon  such  subjects. 

You  will  see,  my  dear  sir  (and  you  will  probably  not  thank  me 
for  it),  that,  unwilling  to  be  more  circumstantial  with  his  Grace 
than  may  be  absolutely  necessary,  I  now  and  then  take  the  liberty 
Private        of  insinuating  to  you  in  a  private  letter  what  I  trust,  when  you 
King.  find  it  convenient,  you  will  be  at  the  trouble  to  mentioa    You 

will  discover  in  my  letter  to  his  Grace,  No.  30,  t  a  variety  of 
matters  mentioned,  and  which,  I  must  assure  you,  require  to  be 
Digress  notic'd.  The  distresses  of  the  settlers  both  here  and  at  Norfolk 
setuere.  Island  are  circumstances  which  I  am  hopefull  Government  vill 
take  into  their  consideration.  You  will  observe  from  whence 
they  proceed  and  my  plan  for  relieving  them,^  and  you  will  also 
discover  that  a  considerable  saving  may  be  made  in  the  expenoc 
of  maintaining  the  convicts  by  the  adoption  •  of  some  such  ides. 
Government  in  a  business  of  this  nature  could  have  no  com- 
petitor, because  it  will  be  satisfied  with  very  small  advantages, 
and  will  accept  of  payment  in  the  immediate  produce  of  labour. 

•  a  private  letter.  f  Ante,  p.  848.  . 

t  The  pkn  Hunter  proposed  for  relieving  the  eettlers  from  the  extortionate  chMirtf  « 
monopoAste  was  the  establishment  of  a  public  store  at  Sydney,  and  a  branch  thereof  •tJ^' 
folk  Island,  in  which  clothing,  tools,  and  provisions  of  every  kind  oould  be  parcbssed  from 
Government  at  a  slight  advance  on  cost  price,  to  cover  freight,  insurance,  and  the  itoff- 
keepers'  salaries.— Ante,  pp.  219,  344,  890. 
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This  will  be  a  strong  stimulus  to  industry,  because  the  more  a      1798 

man  -labors  the  more  of  those  comforts  which  he  is  desirous  of     4  ju„e. 

baling  he  will  be  able  to  afford  himself ;  and  such  comforts  being       : — : 

at  hand  will  be  an  additional  spur  to  his  exertions.     Allow  me  to  indastry. 

here  to  observe  that  in  our  situation  last  harvest,  when  the  whole 

colony  were  engaged  in  securing  their  crops,  I  was  truly  concerned 

to  observe  that  private  persons  who  had  farms  cou'd  afford  that 

encouragement  to  their  laborers  which  surely  Government  ought 

not  to  keep  back.     I  mean  that  they  indulge  their  people  working  indui(cencei» 

in  the  field,  and  expos'd  to  the  sun  in  so  hott  a  climate,  a  little  ^boureVs. 

porter,  ale,  or  grog  on  such  occasions ;  and  it  really  performs 

miracles  of  exertion.     But  you  never  allow  us  anything  of  that 

kind  to  forward  the  work  of  Government;  and  if  we  were  for  such 

purpose  to  purchase  from  the  speculating  masters  of  ships  such  of 

those  articles  as  we  find  so  much  wanted,  and  pay  several  hundreds 

per  cent,  more  than  Govt,  could  send  them  out  for,  you  wou'd 

then  think  us  careless  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money. 

Why  not  then,  my  good  sir,  send  us  out  some  of  those  things 

call'd  comforts  ? 

Formerly  we  were  allowed,  for  the  convenience  of  the  officers  of  wines  aiKi 
the  colony,  civil  and  military,  our  port  wine  and  spirits  sent  out  ^Sjre.°' 
for  ns  at  prime  cost.  Now  we  must  purchase  those  articles 
wherever  we  can  get  them,  and  you  may  be  assured  always  at  an 
immence  price.  My  sallary  will  scarcely  afford  me  what  I  require 
of  those  things  for  public  days.  Were  my  station  a  private  one,  I 
should  be  perfectly  indifferent  to  such  matters,  for  a  very  small 
quantity  wou'd  answer  my  purpose ;  but  situated  as  I  am,  it  is 
inconceavable  the  expence  in  which  I  am  constantly  involved. 
You  wou'd,  really  and  truely,  my  dear  sir,  render  an  essential 
service  to  the  whole  of  us  if  you  cou'd  contrive  to  have  our  wine 
and  spirits  sent  us  out  as  formerly  ;  and  you  may  at  least  count 
upon  the  very  hearty  thanks  of  the  Governor. 

There  is  one  thing  just  come  across  my  mind,  and  which  being  The  increase 
uppermost  I  cannot  omit  to  mention.  You  may  have  taken  fiJe.^"^^' 
notice  of  what  I  have  in  various  letters  said  upon  the  expences  of 
the  colony,  but  I  am  very  apprehensive  that  whatever  arguments 
I  may  have  us'd  to  shew  from  whence  they  arise,  those  arguments 
are  not  immediately  recurred  to  when  bills  appear,  nor  is  it,  I 
fear,  always  taken  into  consideration  by  whom  or  under  whose 
direction  the  particular  expences  may  have  originated.  It  is  only 
notic'd  in  whose  name  the  bills  are  drawn ;  but  if  you  were  to  look 
hack  a  little  you  wou'd  discover  that  no  unnecessary  expence  has 
been  created  since  I  landed,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  sums 
which  were,  I  believe,  artfully  left  for  me  to  consolidate,  for  I 
think  gome  of  my  first  dutys  after  my  arrival  was  the  draw'g  of 
hills,  which  you  may  suppose  cou'd  not  so  very  soon  have  been 
created  by  any  measure  of  mine. 
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17M  Now,  Mr.  King,  whilst  on  this  subject  allow  me  to  male  another 

4  Jaae.  observation.  Formerly  the  common  ration  o£  jHSOYision  consisted 
of  various  articles,  as  beef  and  pork,  floor,  pease,  oatmeal,  rice,  oil 
or  btttter,  or  sugar.  Now  you  send  us  nothing  but  salt  meat ; 
that  and  the  wheat  we  grow  here  is  all  we  have  to  issue;  the 
difficiency  of  the  other  articles  is  therefore  covered  as  £ar  as  we 
can  by  an  additional  proportion  of  wheat.  Now,  sir,  let  it  be 
recollected  that  the  wheat  is  paid  for  here  by  bills  on  the  Treasuzy, 
and  when  the  articles  above  mentioned  were  sent  us  from  EDglaod 
we  had  no  such  additional  sums  to  draw ;  they  were  paid  for  there. 
Let  it  also  be  considered  that  superintendants,  storekeepers,  and 
vj^^uKi  hir^^  art'iiicers  are  all  paid  their  wages  here;  those  wa^^  are 
expenses,  therefore  to  be  repaid  into  the  Treasury  by  the  n^ent  for  the 
colony.  Those  sums,  however,  are  paid  here,  and  appear  m.  IhUs 
under  my  name.  Stores  purchased  on  the  spot,  when  in  distress 
for  want,  which  has  been  the  case  the  whole  time  I  have  beea 
here,  are  all  paid  for  by  bills  drawn,  here,  and  what  adds  greatly 
to  that  expence  is  that  such  articles  cost  some  hundreds  per  cent 
more  than  if  sent  us  by  Grovernment. 
DefuOi  of  You  will  therefore  see,,  my  dear  sir,  that  it  is  not  perfectly  just 
'**'  to  accuse  us  here  of  this  cause  of  expence.  We  cannot,  with 
all  our  care  and  (economy,  prevent  it.  At  this  moment,  were  a 
ship  to  arrive  here  with  a  cargo  of  iron,  steel,  pitch,  tar,  oil, 
paints,  cordage,  canvas,  tools  for  agriculture,  and  for  artificers  oi 
every  kind,  slop  cloathing,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  however  averse  I  am,  I 
shou'd  feel  myself  compelled  to  purchase  whatever  might  be  the 
expence,  or  let  the  affiiirs  of  the  colony  stand  still.  This  will, 
beyond  a  doubt,  be  the  case  very  soon,  for  there  is  not  a  store  of 
any  kind  now  in  the  colony.  If  they  have  ever  been  wantooly 
lavished  away,  I  now  feel  the  inconvenience,  being  at  this  moment 
obliged  to  take  the  iron  bars  out  of  the  windows  from  various 
public  buildings  to  convert  into  impliments  of  husbandry  and 
MakiiiKDaiis  other  uses,  and  we  are  now  making  nails  for  various  uses  out  of 
Sron!*'  ^^  ii'on  hoops.*  The  people  are,  for  want  of  cloathing,  indecmtlv 
naked.  Let  those  things,  my  dear  sir,  be  considered,  and  you  may 
judge  what  I  feel,  who  immediatly  upon  my  arrival  had  oecasion 
to  send  home  demands. 
An  There  is  no  part  of  my  duty  so  distressing  to  me  as  ihe  drawing 

du&r**"*  of  bills  on  account  of  the  colony,  but  I  must  submit  to  it,  and 
depend  upon  the  Commissary's  account  of  ihe  expenditure  as  my 
vouchers  for  the  sums  drawn.  It  is  not  possible  that  Gova*nmenS 
cou'd  do  so  much  to  lessen  my  anxiety  as  the  giving  me  little  or 
no  occasion  to  have  recourse  to  purehasing  stores,  and  consequently 
to  the  drawing  heavy  sums ;  but  that  is  not  altogetlier  possible, 
for  as  we  cannot  for  a  length  of  time  have  as  much  ground  in  cnlti> 
vation  on  the  pubho  account  as  would  furnish  bread  for  <^e  colony, 
we  must  purchase  from  those  who.  raise  grain  ;  and  wkenevsr  ice 

Ante,ift.S44. 
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can  do  without  such  purchase  there  will  be  an  end  to  piivate  1796 
farming  for  want  of  a  market,  and  the  colony  will  then  become  4  June, 
one  public  farm. 

You  will  observe  what  reasons  I  have  given  to  his  Grace  for  The  Wirh 
continuing  the  high  price  of  grain.     How  is  it  possible  to  lower  gn5n.° 
this  price,  when,  thro'  the  want  of  those  articles  of  provision 
fonnerly  allowed,  we  are  oblig'd  to  substitute  wheat,  which  renders 
the  whole  crop  of  the  colony  scarsely  sufficient  for  our  purpose  ? 
If  more  wheat  was  grown  in  one  season  than  we  cou'd  consume 
in  one  year  we  shou'd  soon  be  able  to  reduce  it  to  a  moderate 
price ;  but  whilst  this  grain  is  serv'd  in  lieu  of  so  many  other 
articles  it  will  take  some  considerable  time  to  bring  that  about. 
Last  season  our  expenditure  was  so  great  that  I  was  oblig'd  for 
a  time  to  reduce  the  usual  ration.     I  have  mentioned  what  a 
convenience  it  wou'd  be  to  us  if  the  East  India  Company  wou'd 
send  us  an  annual  ship  from  Bengal  with  rice,  sugar,  and  rum  on  Proviaiom 
Govt,  account.    This  wou'd  be  far  cheaper  to  Govt,  than  supplying     ^ 
those  articles  from  England,  or  than  substituting  wheat  here  at 
the  present  price. 

I  must  now,  my  dear  sir,  take  the  liberty  of  observing  to  you 
that  as  I  am  in  no  way  concerned  in  farming  as  a  private  con^ 
sideration,  and  as  all  the  officers  of  this  colony  are,  I  cannot 
be  interested  in  the  keeping  up  certain  prices.  No,  I  have  no 
concern  of  a  private  nature  to  occupy  my  time  or  thought.  No  ^*"*?L°b' 
man  shall  have  it  in  his  power  to  suspect  me  in  that  respect,  or  selfish 
doubt  what  were  my  chief  objects.  The  public  interest  has  been,  ™°**^«* 
and  will  continue  to  be,  my  principal,  my  only,  consideration ; 
but  I  must,  at  the  same  time,  express  my  concern  at  observing  the 
effect  which  seems  sometimes  to  be  produced  by  many  opinions 
at  home,  given  in  such  way  as  to  answer  such  ends  as  they  may 
have  been  design'd  for,  and  some  of  which  wou'd  not  cost  me  ten 
minutes,  were  I  upon  the  spot,  to  expose  the  futility  of.  I  have 
no  story  to  tell  but  a  fair,  honest,  and  honorable  tale.  I  claim 
no  commendation  but  such  as  an  upright  discharge  of  my  duty 
may  intitle  me  to  ;  and  no  man  liviug  can  say  that  in  this  or  in 
any  situation  I  have  ever  filFd  in  his  Maj's  service  that  anything 
but  the  good  of  that  service  ever  occupied  a  single  moment  of 

"^y^^^'  Ihave,&c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

P.S. — ^You  will  see  my  reply  to  that  scandalous  and  bombastical  a  "boinba»- 
letter  to  his  Grace  by  a  man  who  has  employed  the  whole  of  his  **     ^®^**'* 
time  in  this  country  in  sowing  discord  and  inriching  himself  by 
means  truely  disgracefull  in  my  opinion.* 

*  See  Hunter's  letter  of  25th  July,  1708.  and  its  endoeuies,  poet,  pp.  418  to  446,  in  which 
HitDter  replies  at  length  to  Macarthur's  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portfand  of  15th  September, 
l<W,ante,p.l31. 
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8  June. 


Appoint- 
ment of 
Richard 
Dore. 


9  Jane. 


Parchaaiiig 
goods  from 
dxips. 


OOVEBITHKNT  AND   GsKBBAL  ObDEB. 

8th  June,  1798. 
Parole — Love.  Countersign — Fowey. 

His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  Richard  Dore,  Esq.,  tri 
be  the  D'y  Judge- Advocate  to  this  colony,  in  the  room  of  David 
Collins,  Esq.,  who  has  resigned.  Jwo.  HrNTER. 


11  Jane. 


Disposal  of 
a  ship's 
car^o. 


GOYERVMEKT  AND   GENERAL   OrDER. 

9th  June,  1798. 
Parole — Pair.  Countersign — Equitable. 

Many  oi&cers,  as  well  as  other  persons,  having  complained  to  the 
Governor  of  the  distress  they  suffer  from  the  continual  monopoWs 
which  are  made  by  various  descriptions  of  persons  in  this  colony 
in  the  purchasing  of  such  articles  as  ships  arriving  here  may  hftvf 
for  sale :  To  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  this  highly  censurable  and 
unjust  proceeding,  it  is  hereby  strictly  ordei^  that  no  host  or 
person  whatever  do  attempt  to  board  any  ship  or  vessel  arriving 
in  this  port  until  she  shall  have  been  secured  in  Sydney  Cove^KQCi 
the  master  may  have  been  with  the  Governor  and  received  his 
Port  Orders ;  the  pilot-boat,  or  such  boat  as  the  Governor  maj 
send  with  an  officer  for  his  dispatches,  excepted.  It  is  hoped  and 
expected  that  after  this  Order  no  attempt  of  a  nature  so  extremelv 
injurious  to  the  comfort  of  others  will  be  made,  every  person  having 
an  equal  right  to  purchase  what  they  be  in  want  of. 

Jno.  Huntbe. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

11th  June,  1798. 
Parole — Ceylon.  Countersign — Colomba 

A  SHIP*  from  Bengal  having  arrived  yesterday  in  the  harbor  with 
an  assortment  of  such  articles  for  sale  as  the  colony  in  general 
may  be  in  want  of,  the  Grovernor,  in  order  that  every  inhabitant 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  purchasing  whatever  their  circum- 
stances can  afford,  has  given  directions  that  no  part  of  the  cargo  be 
disposed  of  until  he  has  heard  from  the  settlers  in  the  different  dis- 
tricts what  sums  of  money  they  can  raise.  For  this  end  he  desires 
that  they  will  give  him  information  on  that  subject  by  nextSator 
day,  or,  if  possible,  earlier,  and  that  they  fix  upon  some  cajpable 
person  to  manage  their  purchase,  and  into  whose  hands  they  can 
deposit  their  money,  which  it  is  to  be  understood  must  be  in  Govern- 
ment notes  now  in  their  possession,  and  not  upon  the  strength  of 
their  crops  which  they  can  purchase.  Jno.  Hunter 

*  The  snow  Hunter.     She  belonjred  to  the  same  proprietors  as  the  ill-f4ted  Sydwy  Ctoni 
and  was  named  in  compliment  to  Governor  Hunter. 
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QOYERNICSNT  AKD  GeNBRAL  OrDBR.  17M 

15th  June,  1798.        ^,^ 
Parole — Salset.             Countersign — Malabar. 
On  Friday,  the  22nd  instant,  oertificates  will  be  granted  to  such  CwiUicUm 
persons  as  have  completed  their  term  of  transportation.    Those  who  ^  ''^*'™• 
are  entitled  to  them  wiU  caU  at  the  Commissary's  office  in  Sydney 
on  the  above  day.  Jno.  Hcntbr. 

ACTINO-COMMISSART   WILLIAMSON  TO   GOVERNOR   HuNTER. 

Sir,  Sydney,  16th  June,  1798.         wJunc 

Being  informed  that  your  Excellency  has  been  told  imposi- 
tions and  frauds  have  and  are  very  likely  to  be  committed  at  the 
stores  where  the  wheat  and  maize  are  received  from  the  officers  and 
settlers,  &c.,  in  consequence  of  which  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay 
before  your  Excellency  the  manner  in  which  I  have  received  grain  Method  of 
and  maize  into  his  Majesty's  stores,  which  I  hope  will  convince  JJJ^^to 
Tonr  Excellency  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  of  the  store-  storM. 
keepers  to  commit  a  fraud  without  my  being  very  soon  able  to 
detect  them. 

Upon  my  receiving  your  Excellency's  order  to  receive  grain,  <kc., 
into  the  stores  for  a  limited  time,  I  immediately  calculate  what 
number  of  bushels  will  nearly  serve  the  issue  for  that  time,  after  The 
which  I  give  the  orders  to  the  Deputy  Commissary  and  store-  SJiremenu 
keepers  to  receive  the  quantities  so  calculated  at  the  different 
stores  in  their  charge,  with  particular  instructions  to  take  care 
that  the  grain,  <kc.,  is  clean  and  fit  for  the  store;  at  the  same  time 
I  send  them  blank  vouchers,  wherein  is  inserted  the  quantity 
received  from  the  different  people  by  the  Deputy  Commissary  and 
storekeepers  and  then  returned  to  me. 

From  these  vouchers  the  bills  are  made  out  by  me,  which  I 
carry  to  your  Excellency  for  approval  along  with  the  vouchers. 

Since  this  plan  has  been  adopted  it  is  evident  frauds  cannot  Prevention 
he  practised  without  immediate  detection,  as  the  issue  generally  **'  '^"^ 
agrees  with  the  quantities  received  for  the  time  limited,  making 
the  usual  allowance  for  the  grain  drying,  wastage  by  issue,  and 
the  distraction  made  by  the  rats  and  weevel. 

Your  Excellency  wUl  remember  that  I  some  time  ago  was 
informed  that  Mr.  Hume,  the  storekeeper  at  Parramatta,  had  Ohargee 
been  guilty  of  some  improprieties  at  the  granary,  upon  which  I  J^^Sbeeper. 
immediately  went  and  examined  the  stores  and  remeasured  the 
whole  wheat  on  hand  under  his  charge,  and  found  the  deficiency 
hetwixt  receiving  and  issuing  no  more  but  might  reasonably 
he  expected  for  the  limited  time.  Notwithstanding  this,  from 
several  charges  brought  against  him  to  me,  I  thought  it  prudent 
(to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  exculpating  himself  from  such 
gross  and  infamous  charges)  to  bring  him  to  a  criminal  trial, 
which  terminated  in  his  acquitaL    From  some  evident  irregularities 
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16  June. 

Discharged 
from  his 
office. 


of  conduct  in  him,  your  Excellency  thought  proper  to  discharge 
him  from  his  office  as  storekeeper.  The  frequent  visits  which  I 
pay  to  all  the  stores  in  the  settlement  puts  it  entirely  out  of  the 
power  of  any  particular  fraud  heing  committed.  At  the  same 
time  allow  me  to  observe  to  your  Excellency  that  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  at  this  time  with  the  present  storekeepers,  and  that  not 
one  of  them  would  be  guilty,  or  even  think  of  committing,  the 
least  fraud  against  his  Majesty's  stores. 

I  remain,  <kc., 

James  Williamson. 


Civil  Court 
required  at 
Norfolk 
Island. 


A  Court  of 
Arbitration. 


Stationer}-. 


LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOE  KiNG  TO   TJnDEB  SeCRETAKY  KiXG. 

Sir,  22,  Arundel-street,  Strand,  16th  .June,  1798. 

As  the  ship*  in  which  I  am  about  to  return  to  New  South 
Wales  is  getting  ready,  I  beg  permission  to  submit  the  following 
circumstances  to  your  consideration. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  repeat  the  great  necessity  there  is  for  a  Conrt 
of  Civil  Judicature  being  established  on  Norfolk  Island,  as  mach 
disquietude  has  been  occasioned  by  the  unavoidable  removal  of 
settlers  and  their  witneses  to  have  their  disputes  of  property  settled 
by  the  Civil  Court  of  Port  Jackson,  which,  from  the  uncertainty 
of  their  return  from  thence,  hsis  often  involved  many  industrious 
persons  in  ruin.  Anxious  to  prevent  these  inconveniencies  in  the 
year  1 796, 1  adopted  the  mode  of  endeavouring  to  settle  these  claims 
and  disputes  by  a  temporary  Court  of  Arbitration  and  Award  con- 
formable to  the  enclosed;!  ^^^  &^  experience  of  that  regulation 
did  not  promise  any  permanent  advantage,  which  induces  me  to 
request  that  a  Court  of  Civil  Judicature  may  be  established  on 
Norfolk  Island,  which  will  not  only  rescue  many  industrious  people 
from  eventual  ruin,  but  greatly  tend  to  conciliate  them  to  the 
island.  And  as  the  Judge-Advocate  is  unprovided  with  the  law- 
books which  are  absolutely  necessary,  I  beg  to  request  that  he  may 
be  allowed  an  assortment  similar  to  that  furnished  the  Ju(lg^ 
Advocate  of  New  South  Wales,  a  list  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose. 

As  an  assortment  of  stationary  will  be  necessary  for  the  puHick 
service  of  Norfolk  Island,  I  have  taken  tlie  liberty  of  procuring  a 
list  of  such  articles  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Stationary  Office, 
which  amounts  to  £25,  and  have  to  request  you  will  consider  hov 
far  that  allowance  may  be  proper.  And  as  I  can  procure  a  small 
printing-press  for  six  guineas,  which  will  be  useful  for  the  quick 
dispersion  of  necessary  orders,  &c.  (there  being  one  at  Port  Jackson), 
I  shall  be  much  obliged  by  that  indulgence  being  extended  to 
Norfolk  Island. 

"  H.M.S.  Porpoise.    She  was  subsequently  condemned,  and  a  vessel  purchased  to  Uke 
her  place.— Post,  p.  728  and  note, 
t  Not  available. 
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From  the  great  expence  of  fitting  my  family  with  necessaries,       1708 
not  only  for  the  voyage  to  but  also  for  my  residence  on  Norfolk    iq  ju„e. 
Island,  and  the  small  property  I  posess,  -which  I  can  assure  you,  ^^'T" 
sir,  in  the  fullest  extent  of  truth,  does  not  exceed  £1,500  in  the  4  expeDses. 
per  cents  (the  interest  of  which  must  pay  the  education  of  a  son  I 
leave  in  England),  compels  me  to  request  being  allowed  the  sum  I 
paid  for  my  passage  from  the  Cape  to  England  in  the  Contractor, 
India  ship,  which  amounted  to  the  sum  of  XI 70,  should  such  an 
indulgence  be  admissable. 

Previous  to  my  leaving  Norfolk  Island  my  private  stock  of  sheep  Hta  private 
and  goats  were  valued,  and  delivered  into  the  Comisary's  chaise  as  ^p  and 
stock  belonging  to  the  Crown,  directing  the  males  to  be  kill'd  and  s<»t8. 
issued  on  account  of  the  publick,  and  a  seperate  account  to  be  kopt 
of  that  expence  as  well  as  of  their  increase,  which  must  now  be 
trebled,  until  it  was  known  if  Government  would  purchase  it,  as 
was  done  with  the  private  stock  of  Gov'rs  Phillip  and  Grose,  and 
Colonel  Paterson,  &c.     As  I  am  returning  to  that  colony,  I  do 
not  wish  to  part  with  my  sheep  ;  but  as  it  will  be  of  the  greatest 
eonvenience  to  my  private  concerns  (for  the  reasons  above  given) 
to  receive  payment  for  the  goats,  whose  numbers  must  now  be  Asks  for 
considerably  increased,  I  hope  there  will  be  no  impropriety  in  my  JS|2!!*^  ^ 
requesting  your  consideration  of  the  causes  which  coni})el  me  to 
request  you  will  be  pleased  to  move  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland 
to  allow  me  the  indulgence  of  receiving  payment  for  the  goats, 
agreable  to  the  enclosed  voucher,  for  which  I  have  cancelled  the 
charge  for  sheep,  as  well  as  my  other  requests,  in  such  a  manner  as 
his  Grace  may  deem  proper.  I  have,  &c., 

Philip  Gidley  King. 

Agreement*  between  Officers  and  Others. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales.        is  June. 
We,  the  undersigned,  and  each  and  every  of  us,  do  hereby  covenant 
and  agree  with  each  other  that  on  the  arrival  of  any  ship  or  ships 
in  any  of  the  ports  within  the  limits  of  this  Government  having 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandizes  on  board  for  sale,  two  oflScers  be  ofHoereaa 
choaen  and  nominated  from  amongst  ourselves  who  shall,  on  the  traders. 
part  of  the  whole,  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  treat  with  the 
captain,  commander,  or  master  thereof  for  the  purchase  of  such 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  signifying  to  such  captain,  com- 
mander, or  master  by  whom  they  are  so  employed. 

And  we  severally  and  respectively  bind  ourselves  to  the  per- 
iormance  of  whatever  agreement  may  be  entered  into  by  such 
officers  so  chosen  and  nominated  as  aforesaid  in  our  names;  and 
^e  further  agree  and  engage  that  we  will  not  directly  or  in- 
directly, either  by  ourselves  or  by  any  persons  to  be  employed 
^y  ns,  attempt  to  make  any  purchase  of  such  goods,  wares,  and 
Dierchandizes  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  this  agreement,  or  that  shall 

*  Post,  p.  408  and  note.    See  algo  PoiUand'g  oommeDt  on  Hunter's  Order.— Post,  p.  734. 
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in  anywise  be  deemed  by  the  most  unlimited  interpretation  thoe- 
fore  [thereof  J  to  interfere  with  any  bargain  that  may  be  pending 
between  those  delegated  and  employed  by  us  as  aforesaid  and  the 
venders  of  such  wares  and  merchandizes. 

And  further,  that  at  no  time  after  it  shall  be  declared  to  us  by 
our  agents  that  no  bargain  has  been  or  can  be  made  by  them  on 
our  account  will  we  purchase,  individually  or  otherwise,  any  goods, 
The  disposal  wares,  and  merchandizes  which  they  may  have  declined  to  bay, 
^[jJJ^  or  will  we  connive  at  or  suffer  them  to  be  purchased  for  ourselves, 
our  families,  or  on  our  account,  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  even 
tho'  sucli  goods,  wares,  or  merchandizes,  or  any  part  of  them,  should 
be  landed  in  any  part  of  the  settlement,  and  be  reported  or 
declared  to  be  the  property  of  an  inhabitant,  and  exposed  for 
sale,  binding  ourselves  each  to  the  other  in  the  penalty  of  one 
thousand  pounds  sterling,  to  be  forfeited,  recovered,  and  paid  by 
these  presents  from  whomsoever  shall  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  majority  of  the  undersigned  to  have  departed  in  any  one 
instance  from  the  tenor  of  this  agreement. 

And  we  further  bind  ourselves  and  engage  for  ever  afterwards 
to  avoid  the  company  of  any  individual,  and  to  consider  him  an 
infamous  character,  who  shall  be  convicted  of  a  breach  of  these 
articles. 
A  binding  And  we  moreover  engage  and  bind  ourselves  "each  to  the  other 
that  no  person  who  shall  sign  and  subscribe  this  instrument 
shall  be  suffered  to  withdraw  his  name  therefrom  until  after  the 
expiration  of  twelve  months  from  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  and 
that  if  any  dispute  shall  arise  amongst  any  of  the  parties  hereto 
a  meeting  shall  be  assembled,  the  majority  of  which  shall  dedde 
upon  the  matter  in  question. 

As  witness,  our  hands,  this  18th  day  of  June,  1798. 
Si^ed  by  some  of  the  principal  inhabitants  and  the  whole  of 
the  military  officers.  

Government  and  General  Order. 

18th  June,  1798. 
Parole — Just.  Countersign — Honest. 

There  being  much  reason  to  suspect  that  the  owners  of  those 
boats  which  are  employ'd  by  the  settlers  at  the  Hawkesbuir  in 
bringing  round  to  Sydney  their  crops  of  wheat  and  maize  are  in 
the  habit  of  practising  the  most  unpardonable  impositions  upon 
those  settlers  by  the  use  of  false  measures,*  the  Governor,  desirous 
of  putting  an  early  stop  to  such  species  of  robbery,  desires  that  the 
magistrates  of  Sydney  and  Parramatta  will  issue  their  orders  that 
all  measures  be  brought  forthwith  to  the  public  store  at  Sydney, 
and  there  to  be  proved  and  stamped,  and  that  any  measure  which 
may  bo  used  without  such  stamp  or  mark  be  immediately  seis'd 
and  its  owner  prosecuted.  Jno.  Hunteb. 

•Post, p.  447. 


False 
measures. 
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Sib  a.  S.  Hamond  to  Sib  Joseph  Banks.    (Banks  Papers.)        1708 
Dear  Sir  Joseph,  Navy  Office,  20th  June,  1798.         20  June. 

We  are  getting  on  with  the  equipment  of  the  Porpoise  for  Equipment 
New  So,  Wales,  And  nothing  now  seems  to  require  deciding  upon  J^^;^; 
bat  the  mode  of  constructing  the  garden.  I  should  be  glad  to 
receive  some  plan  from  you  for  the  purpose,  but  I  rather  wish  it 
was  convenient  for  you  to  fix  some  day  to  meet  Sir  John  Henslow 
and  Govt.  King  at  Deptford  Yard  to  determine  upon  it.  Sir  John 
has  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  in  providing  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  various  passengers,  and  has  a  great  desire  to  make  the  ship 
as  compleat  for  the  purpose  for  which  she  is  intended  as  possible. 
Do  me  the  favour  to  let  me  hear  from  you  upon  this  subject.^ 

Ever,  Ac, 
A.  S.  Hamond. 

GOVEBNUENT  AND  GSKEBAL  ObDEB. 

22nd  June,  1798.  22  June. 
Parole — Devonshire.             Countersign — Cornwall. 

Richard  Dore,  Esq.,  is  appointed  Secretary  to  the  Governor.  GoJeraort 

Jno.  Hunter.  Moretwry. 


Under  Secbstary  Long  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.    (Banks  Papers.) 
Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  22nd  June,  1798. 

Having  laid  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's 
Treasuiy  a  letter  from  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  stating 
that  yon  have  represented  that  many  useful  European  plants  are 
still  wanting  at  New  South  Wales,  particularly  the  bop,  which, 
with  the  necessary  tools,  &c.,  for  the  gardiner  intended  to  be  sent 
with  them,  may  be  provided  for  about  £50,  and  desiring  that 
directions  may  be  given  for  erecting  a  small  plant-cabin  on  board  ^5?  oa?i? 
the  Porpoise,  armed  vessel,  now  on  her  departure  for  that  place,  the 
I  am  commanded  by  their  Lordships  to  desire  you  will  have  ye  *'*>n?otoe. 
goodness  to  provide  the  said  plants  and  tools  accordingly,  and 
transmit  the  bill  for  the  same  to  this  office  for  payment ;  and  I  am 
to  acquaint  you  that  my  Lords  have  directed  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Navy  to  cause  such  a  plant-cabin,  as  you  may  approve,  to  be 
erected  on  the  vessel  aforementioned.  I  am,  <bc., 

Charles  Long. 

.<u^^  following  memo.,  in  Sir  JoMph  Banks's  handwriting,  is  endorsed  on  this  letter  :— 
Met  ^r  John  Henslow,  June  28rd,  at  Deptford.  Agreed  that  the  dimensions  uf  the  plant- 
cabbm  ihould  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  Diiioovery,  only,  as  he  thought  it  right  to  place 
wu  upon  8-inch  [word  illegible],  that  8*inch  headwi^  was  to  bo  allowed  for  the  plants  more 
tbuk  in  the  Discoverie's,  which  stood  flat  on  the  deck,  the  whole  to  be  fitted  with  boxes  instead 
«  pots,  which  will  beaJghteen  in  all,  of  21  inches  square,  inside  measure,  and  13  inches  high, 
f  repestedly  asked  if  the  size,  6  z  1*2  feet,  would  not  be  too  large  for  the  ship,  and  produce 
mcmirenienoe  in  working  her,  in  which  case  the  dimensions  might  and  ought  to  ba 
^^^'''^lua^  baft  was  alimys  told  thai  it  wcrald  do  veiy  welL" 
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Hunter 
sanctions 
agreement 
of  officers. 


GOVEHNMENT  AND  GENERAL  OrDER. 

25th  June,  1798. 
Parole — Margate.  Countersign — Bamsgate. 

Several  misapprehensions  having  taken  place  thro'  the  appoint- 
ment of  improper  persons  as  agents  to  superintendants,  settlen, 
and  others  :  The  inhabitants  are  hereby  informed  that  the  Governor 
having  been  assured  by  the  officers  that  they  will  most  readily 
stand  forward  in  behalf  of  the  whole  colony,  and  purchase  from 
ships  calling  here  whatever  goods  or  comforts  they  may  have  for 
sale,  and  that  every  person  having  money  to  purchase  may  claim 
their  proportion  of  such  purchase  without  the  assistance  of  any 
other  agent,  which  will  be  the  means  of  their  receiving  the  articles 
at  a  much  lower  rate  :  This  being  the  case,  every  person  is  desired 
to  keep  the  possession  of  their  own  money  until  they  are  apprised 
by  public  notice  that  a  cargo  has  been  bought,  the  officers  having 
undertaken  the  trouble  of  officiating  as  agents  for  the  general 
benefit  of  the  whole  colony.*  Jno.  Hun'TEE. 


1  July. 


Norfolk 
Island. 


Colonists 

nearly 

naked. 


"  Fraternal 
Society." 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord  Duke,  1st  July,  1798. 

From  the  condemnation  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Supply,  and 
the  very  heavy  and  tedious  repairs  of  the  Reliance,  the  intercourse 
with  Norfolk  Island  has  been  less  frequent  than  I  could  have 
wished  it.  This  circumstance  gave  occasion  to  the  commanding 
officer  upon  the  island.  Captain  Townson,  to  build  a  decked  boat 
to  forward  his  letters  to  me,  and  that  boat  reached  this  port  on 
the  thirteenth  day  of  June  last,  with  an  account  of  their  distresses 
for  want  of  implements  of  husbandry,  cloathing,.  and  various  other 
stores.  I  am  concerned  to  say  that  these  their  distresses  are  of  a 
nature  which  we  have  not  had  it  in  our  power  to  relieve,  had  I 
even  been  in  possession  of  a  vessel  to  send  thither,  the  people  here 
being  nearly  naked,  and  the  convicts  which  arrived  in  the  last 
ship  being  put  on  shore  wholly  in  rags,  without  a  bed  to  lay  upon, 
the  Barwell  having  brought  out  nothing  adequate  to  supply  their 
wants. 

Captain  Townson  complains  of  the  settlers  and  others  upon  the 
island  having  entered  into  an  association,  which  it  seems  they  have 
called  the  Fraternal  Society  of  Norfolk  Island.  The  settlers  have 
written  to  me,  and  have  denied  having  given  any  name  to  their 
meeting,  but  complain  of  the  difficulty  in  getting  their  swine's  flesli 

*  Hnnter  appears  to  have  been  singularly  blind  as  to  the  natural  effect  which  nidi  an 
afi^reement  would  have  in  encouraging  officers  to  engage  in  trade,  a  practice  to  vhicfa  be 
attributed  many  of  the  troubles  of  the  settlers.  Portland,  in  commenting  on  this  Order  in 
his  letter  of  the  6th  November,  1709,  post,  p.  734,  expressed  his  surprise  and  his  fear  tbat 
otHcers  who  had  disgraced  his  Majesty's  service  by  engaging  in  trade  would  r^pard  tiieir 
conduct  as  sanctioned  by  this  Order.   'The  agreement  is  printed  at  pp.  405,  406,  ante. 
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taken  into  the  store,  through  improper  and  prevailing  monopolys.      17M 
Your  Grace  will  see  by  the  copy  of  my  letter  to  Captain  Townson     i  j^y 
(enclosed  in  No.  30)*  what  I  have  said  on  that  subject;  and  as  I 
conceive  that  there  is  something  extremely  improper  in  the  manner 
of  the  meeting  of  the  settlers  on  the  island,  enclosed  is  the  copy  of 
a  printed  paper  I  have  sent  there  for  the  information  of  the  in- 
habitants in  general.     The  variety  of  complaints  from  that  island 
induces  me  to  wish  that  if  Grovemor  King  does  not  return  a  a  succonor 
successor  may  be  apointed  as  early  as  possible ;  to  forward  those  *°  ^^^' 
complaints  to  your  Grace,  many  of  which  are  of  a  private  as  well 
as  of  a  local  nature,  may  not  be  necessary.     I  shfiJl  do  all  in  my 
power  to  render  justice  to  the  parties,  and  to  settle  all  differences. 
It  is  a  subject  of  real  concern  to  me  to  find  so  many. 

The  number  of  swine  on  the  island  being  more  than  sufficient 
for  the  consumption  of  the  inhabitants,  I  propose  to  offer,  if  they 
will  salt  down  their  surplus,  and  warrant  its  keeping  for  a  certain  Salting; 
time,  to  take  it  off  their  hands;  but  it  seems  they  have  not  sufficient  ^^^ 
salt-pans,  nor  have  they  saltpetre  and  coarse  sugar  for  properly 
earing  it.  I  am,  therefore,  fearful  that  this  project  will  not  have 
the  desired  effect. 

I  have  already  mentioned  their  having  often  failed  in  their  FaUure  of 
endeavors  to  raise  wheat.    I  now  understand  they  have  abandoned  i^orfoik^ 
the  attempt.    We  intend,  therefore,  as  frequently  as  possible,  to  i»iand. 
supply  what  we  can  spare.      The  Beliance  carried  thither  about 
twelve  hundred  bushels,  together  with  a  proportion  of  every  kind 
oi  store  in  our  possession.  I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 
[Enclosure.] 

Government  and  General  Order. 

12th  July,  1798. 
Parole — Dumfries.  Countersign — Galloway, 

It  is  with  much  astonishment  and  displeasure  that  the  Governor  A  **  Frater-^ 
has  been  informed  of  the  very  unwarrantable  association  entered  JfiSSoik  ' 
into  by  the  settlers  and  other  persons,  upon  Norfolk  Island,  and  island, 
which  he  understands  they  have  in  the  most  seditious  manner 
termed.  The  Fraternal  Society  of  Norfolk  Island. 

No  complaints  or  grievance  whatever  can  be  admitted  as  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  a  step  so  pregnant  with  danger  to  the  tranquility 
of  the  inhabitants  of  that  island,  nor  can  there  be  the  shadow  of 
an  excuse  for  such  an  association.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, if  they  feel  themselves  laboring  under  any  grievance,  whether 
real  or  imaginary,  to  lay  their  complaint  respectfully  before  the  g)mpiainte 
commanding  officer  upon  that  island,  and  this  representation  through 
should  be  made  by  one  or  two  persons  chosen  for  that  purpose,  JJJ^p^^l 

^  *The  endoeures  to  Hunter's  letter  to  PortUnd,  No.  30  (lOth  Januarj-,  1798),  are  miwing.— 
Ante,  p.  843. 
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illegal. 


and  not  by  a  nnmerous  body  of  people.  If  the  complaints  shonVl 
be  of  such  magnitude  as  cannot  be  completely  redress'd  by  the 
Commandant,  it  will  be  by  him  forwarded  to  the  Govemor-in- 
Chief,  who  will  pay  every  attention  the  circumstance  may  require. 
Every  other  mode  of  obtaining  redress  is  highly  illegal,  and  can 
only  serve  to  expose  those  who  may  be  concerned  to  a  very  con- 
siderable degree  of  danger,  as  every  step  which  is  in  our  dreum- 
stances  practicable  will  at  all  times  be  taken  to  remove  anythinv 
which  can  be  considered  as  oppressive  or  distressing  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Norfolk  Island.  They  must  recollect  that  their  represen- 
tations are  expected  to  be  made  in  the  most  peaceable,  decent, 
and  moderate  manner. 

The  Governor  hopes  he  may  understand  from  the  commanding 
officer  that  such  persons  who  were  concerned  in  this  unwarrant- 
able association  have  since  shewn  a  proper  degree  of  contrition 
for  their  highly  censurable  conduct  in  this  instance,  and  that 
they  endeavour  by  proper  attention  to  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the 
settlement  to  convince  him  that  this  improper  step  has  proceeded 
more  from  ignorance  than  from  want  of  that  respect  which  is  dae 
to  the  commander  and  the  officers  upon  the  island. 

Jno.  Huitter. 


2  July. 


Genenl 
muster. 


3  July. 


Temifl 
allowed  to 
■ettlen. 


GoVERlfMENT  AND  GENERAL  OrdER. 

2nd  July,  1798. 
Parole — Catwater.  Countersign — Hamoaze. 

A  GENERAL  muster  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  is  intended 
to  take  place  at  Sydney,  Farramatta,  and  the  Hawkesbury,  and  is 
to  commence  at  each  of  those  places  on  Monday,  the  16th  instant, 
on  which  day  all  the  laboring  men,  whether  free  or  otherwise,  are 
to  appear  and  answer  to  their  names;  on  Tuesday  all  the  settlers 
will  be  called,  and  on  Wednesday  the  women  will  be  musterU  It 
is  hereby  ordered  that  every  person  do  attend  strictly  at  the  store 
of  the  district  in  which  they  reside.  If  any  shall  disobey  this  Public 
Order  they  will  be  immediately  apprehended  for  such  disobedience, 
and  treated  as  the  nature  of  their  crimes  may  upon  enquiry  be 
found  to  deserve. 

The  surgeon  will  answer  for  such  of  the  sick  as  are  unable  to 
appear.  Jno.  Huntbb. 


Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  G.  Anfaere,  Esq.     (Banks  Papers.) 
My  Dear  Sir,  Spring  Grove,  3rd  July,  1 798. 

Governor  King's  illness  has  prevented  me  from  sooner  pro- 
curing the  statement  which  I  promised  to  send  you  of  the  terms* 
which  Government  allows  to  such  settlers  as  are  permitted  to  go 
to  New  South  Wales  in  the  character  of  honest  men. 


*  See  also  ante,  p.  358. 
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They  bave  a  house  built  for  them  at  the  expence  of  the  public.         17M 
They  have  a  grant  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  or  more  if  they     8  July, 
bave  money  sufficient  to  clear  and  cultivate  more. 

They  have  the  usual  instruments  of  husbandry  to  begin  with  Tools, 
issued  to  them  out  of  the  King's  stores. 

They  have  the  labor  of  two  or  three  convicts,  or  more  if  they  Convict 
have  money  to  clear  and  cultivate  a  larger  tract  of  land,  and  these       "'*"* 
convicts  are  fed  out  of  the  King's  stores  (or  nine  months. 

They  have  provisions  for  themselves  and  families  supplied  out  Provisioiia. 
of  the  King's  stores  for  twelve  months. 

They  have  a  free  passage  out,  and  provisions  during  the  passage  Free 
gratis,  with  a  decent  separate  cabin.  pm8«««- 

This  is  the  state  of  the  matter  as  well  as  I  can  learn,  and  these 
are  the  terms  offered  to  handycrafts  likely  to  be  usef ull  to  the  infant 
colony.    These  terms  Suter  [Suttor]  may  have  if  he  chuses  to  accept  ^°J^y 
them,  on  condition  of  his  employing  himself  during  the  passage  "^ 
out  in  taking  care  of  eighteen  boxes  of  plants  of  the  usef  ull  kinds 
which  are  to  be  sent  out  in  the  ship. 

Au  he  is  a  very  young  man,  and  as  I  suspect  that  his  motive  for 
going  is  the  love  of  a  very  young  woman,  I  would  still  have  him 
consider  carefully  what  he  does  before  he  finaly  resolves  to  engage 
himself.  I  do  not  insist  upon  his  offer  now,  but  he  must  in  a  very 
few  days  let  me  know  his  determination. 

The  reason  I  do  not  insist  upon  his  engagement  is  because  he  Oftpitoi 
tells  me  he  cannot  raise  above  £20,  and  it  appears  to  me  highly  "^n***^- 
imprudent  for  any  married  man  to  undertake  such  a  business  who 
is  not  possessed  of  one  or  two  hundred  at  the  least,  if  he  is  not  a 
handicraftsman. 

He  will  have  furniture  for  his  house  to  provide,  cloths  for  him-  Expenses  of 
self  and  family,  draught  cattle  to  purchase,  outbuildings  of  all  '***^*"- 
kinds  to  build  at  his  own  expence,  and  he  ought  to  carry  out  im- 
})lements  of  husbandry  of  the  best  kinds,  as  those  purchased  by 
Government  are  generaly  of  a  very  inferior  sort ;  and  if  he  looks 
forward  to  future  opulence  he  must  have  more  than  200  acres, 
which  will  not  be  granted  to  him  unless  he  carries  out  some  capital, 
and  can  shew  some  probability  of  his  being  able  to  bring  it  into 
cultivation  in  regular  course  of  business. 

Will  you,  my  dear  sir,  be  so  good  as  to  converse  with  him  on  the  Banks's 
subject  of  his  expectations.    I  am  quite  ready  for  him  if  he  chuses  jJ^Sto/" 
to  go,  and  the  cabbin  intended  for  him  and  his  wife,  which  I  have  emignmt. 
approved  of,  is  by  this  time  fixed  up ;  but  I  would  not  by  any 
means  wish  a  young  man  for  whose  family  you  seem  to  have  a 
regard  to  engage  without  sufficient  warning  of  the  difficulties,  as 
^ell  as  fall  ^owledge  of  the  benefits,  likely  to  accrue  to  him.     I 
shall  be  in  London  on  Thursday.    If  he  has  by  that  time  made  up 


412 


HISTOEICAL   BECORDS  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


1706      hifl  mind,  he  may  call  upon  me  at  9  o'clock,  and  I  will  finaly  agree 
3  July,     '^ith  him ;  if  not,  I  will  let  you  know  by  my  mother  when  I  shall 
next  be  there.  I  am,  Jec., 

Jos.  Banks. 

P.S. — He  may  be  sure  that  in  New  South  Wales,  as  in  all  new 
colonies,  produce  will  be  dog  cheap  and  Europe  trade  of  all  kinds 
exorbitantly  dear. 


4  July. 


Co]linB*8 
rank  in  the 
marines. 


Evan  Nepean  to  Captain  David  Collins. 
Sir,  4th  July,  1798. 

Hav'g  laid  before  my  Lords  Com'rs  of  the  Adm'ty  your 
letter  of  the  (Vth  of  last  mo'  requesting,  for  the  reasons  given,  that 
their  Lordships  will  restore  you  to  your  rank  and  situation  in 
the  marine  corps,  I  am  com*d  by  their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you 
that,  as  no  trace  appears  in  this  office  of  any  engagement  of  thf 
nature  you  mention,  their  Lordships  cannot  allow  of  your  being 
placed  on  full  pay.  I  am,  i&c, 

KN. 


Government  and  General  Order. 
6  July.  6th  July,  179S. 

Parole — Penzance.  Countersign — Cornwall 

hetJ^  The  land  carriage  between  Sydney  and  Parramatta  having  by  the 
Sydney  and  late  heavy  raius  been  render'd  almost  impassible,  the  officers  and 
arramatta.  Q^j^g,^  ^^^  have  at  present  any  of  the  public  servants  in  their 
service  are  desir'd  to  send  each  one  man  on  Monday  next  for  the 
purpose  of  repairing  the  road  above  mentioned  wherever  it  may 
be  requisite.  The  whole  to  be  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Divine. 
Those  laboring  at  Parramatta  will  begin  the  repairs  from  thence, 
and  be  under  the  direction  of  a  diligent  overseer,  and  they  will 
meet  those  from  Sydney  who  begin  their  repairs  from  thence. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


9  July. 


Sailors 
landing 
without 
permission. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

9th  July,  1798. 
Parole — Cork,  Countersign — Ireland. 

Several  complaints  having  been  made  to  the  Governor  that  the 
seamen  belonging  to  some  of  the  merchant  ships  in  this  harbor 
have  upon  various  occasions  insulted  the  sentinels  upon  their  post, 
and  that  they  make  it  a  practice  at  all  hours,  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  Port  Orders,  to  pass  to  and  from  their  ships  whenever  they 
please :  It  is  his  Excellency's  positive  orders  that  the  commanders 
of  the  different  ships  do  command  and  inform  their  men  that  they 
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ire  not  to  be  out  of  their  respective  ships  after  dark  ;  that  if  they      ITM 
ire  found  on  shore  at  an  improper  hour  they  will  be  liable  to  be     o  jtuy. 
:aken  up  and  confin'd,  and  that  if  they  are  noisy,  riotous,  or  insolent 
,hey  will  receive  such  punishment  as  their  crime  may  deserve. 

Jxo.  Hunter. 


The  Transport  Commissioners  to  Under  Secretary  King. 
Sir,  Transport  Office,  11th  July,  1798.        n  July. 

Captain  Campbell,  our  agent  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  The  leizure 
haviDg  transmitted  to  us  a  letter  which  he  has  received  from  shorel'^^ 
Simon  Murchison,  late  2nd  mate  of  the  Lady  Shore,  giving  some 
further  particulars  respecting  the  seizure  of  that  ship  by  the 
Boldiers  on  board  belonging  to  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  we 
inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  same,  for  the  information  of  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  are,  &c,,  Kupt.  George. 

Ambrose  Serle. 

Wm.  Ay.  Otway. 

[Enclosure.] 
S.  Murchison  to  Captain  Campbell.* 

On  board  the  Tobago,  Table  Bay, 
Sir,  21st  January,  1798. 

I  have,  according  to  your  request,  inserted  the  most  par-  Adjatant 
ticular  transactions  of  Mr.  Minchin's  bad  conduct  and  want  of  ^*°^^°* 
carrying  on  good  discipline  that  I  could  recollect  from  the  time 
the  troops  first  embarked  till  the  capture  of  the  ship. 

£nsign  and  Adjutant  Minchin  and  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand embarked  on  board  the  Lady  Shore  at  Gravesend.   He  being 
in  the  first  boat  that  came  alongside,  he  requested  of  me  to  shew 
him  the  place  that  was  fitted  up  for  the  soldiers,  which  I  did.  While 
we  were  viewing  the  apartments  he  told  me  that  we  must  look  very 
sharp  after  some  French  and  Irish  deserters  that  were  coming  on  Dant^erouf 
board  ;  that  one  of  the  Frenchmen  had  told  General  Fox,  prior  to  "^^'^^ 
their  leaving  Chatham  Barracks,  that  if  they  could  not  take  the 
ship  they  would  set  her  on  fire,  for  to  Botany  Bay  they  would 
not  go.     When  I  went  on  deck  I  found  the  boat  they  were  in 
alongside,  and  perceived  a  strong  guard  round  them.     When  the 
guard  delivered  their  charge  they  went  ashore,  and  the  deserters 
were  set  at  liberty  about  the  ship.      A  few  days  after  they  came 
on  board  Mr.  Minchin  had  two  chests  of  arms  out  of  the  hold,  and 
to  my  great  astonishment  I  saw  muskets,  bayonets,  and  cartridge- 
^x)xes  served  out  to  the  men  that  were  put  on  board  by  the  guards,  Served  with 
and  put  as  centinels  in  different  parts  of  the  ship,  the  same  as  the  "™*' 
regular  soldiers,  with  ammunition  in  their  boxe&     One  day,  while 

*  Captain  Donald  Campbell,  retident  agent  for  tnuiaports  at  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope. 
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11  Ju]y. 
A  dispute. 


Mftjor 

Semple 

interferes. 


Adjutant 
Minchin. 


Disorderly 
troops. 


Colonel 
Grose's 
report. 


laying  at  Portsmouth,  the  non-conmiiaedoiied  officers  took  up  both 
sides  of  the  quarter-deck.  Mr.  Lambert,*  the  first  mate,  ordei«d 
them  forward,  which  they  refused,  and  said  they  had  a  better 
right  to  walk  the  quarter-deck,  or  any  other  part  of  the  ship, 
than  he  had.  Mr.  Lambert  immediately  made  a  complaint  to  Mr. 
Minchin,  who  came  up  to  the  top  of  the  ladder,  and  told  then^ 
they  had  no  right  to  walk  the  quarter-deck.  Some  obeyed,  after 
a  deal  of  insolence ;  but  one  Serjeant  Hughs  absolutely  refused. 
Some  high  words  ensued  between  the  mate  and  him  (what  they 
were  I  do  not  know,  as  I  was  not  present)  till  Mr.  L.  came  x*) 
my  cabin  door,  and  told  me  to  arm  myself  and  come  to  his  assist- 
ance, which  I  did.  I  saw  Hughs  going  down  the  main  hatchway 
for  his  sword,  swearing  he  would  cut  a  limb  off  the  first  man  that 
would  stop  or  oppose  him  in  walking  the  quarter-deck,  but  was 
stopped  by  Major  Semple,  a  convict,  who  took  the  carpentef^ 
broad  ax,  which  was  laying  by,  and  told  him  he  would  split 
his  head  if  he  lifted  a  sword  or  any  other  weapon  against  sot 
officer  in  the  ship,  which  made  him  turn  back.  When  Captain 
Wilcocks  came  on  board  in  the  evening  we  told  him  what  had 
happened,  and  that  Mr.  Minchin  was  below  all  the  time,  and 
refused  to  check  or  punish  Hughs.  The  captain  went  immediately 
and  told  Mr.  M.  he  insisted  on  having  Hughs  punished.  He  for 
some  time  refused,  till  after  a  long  argument  he  consented,  and 
gave  orders  to  put  Hughs  in  irons — one  hand  was  put  in  till  day- 
light. On  our  passage  to  Torbay  the  captain  was  abused  by  another ! 
Serjeant  for  asking  him  what  he  wanted  when  the  captain  saw 
him  listening  to  hear  what  he  was  saying  to  the  sailors,  who  were 
all  collected  before  him.  While  we  were  in  Torbay  the  ship  wa* 
in  great  confusion.  The  captain,  finding  it  impossible  to  get  her 
into  any  good  order  (as  Mr.  Minchin  would  not,  nor  could  not, 
take  an  active  part  in  arranging  hb  men,  and  bringing  them  under 
good  subordination,  who  were  getting  more  riotous  every  day), 
wrote  to  General  Fox,  and,  I  think,  to  the  Duke  of  PortlaDd, 
about  the  disorder  the  troops  were  in,  who  sent  Colonel  Grose  to 
inspect  them.  He  stayed  on  board  a  few  minutes,  but  did  not 
give  the  captain  any  satisfaction.  On  the  contrary,  when  he  asked 
him  if  it  was  consistent  with  the  rules  of  transports  for  the  soldiers 
to  keep  fire-arms  and  ammunition,  and  particularly  the  men  vh> 
came  in  irons,  in  their  possession,  he  was  answered  by  the  Colonel, 
"  It  was  perfectly  right."  He  went  on  shore,  and  promised  Uf  he 
back  in  the  morning.  The  captain  went  on  shore,  and  found  that 
he  set  off  for  London  as  soon  as  he  landed.  A  few  days  after  ^e 
put  into  Falmouth  the  captain  received  a  packet  from  the  Transport 
Board,  enclosing  Colonel  Grose's  report  to  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
and  the  Duke's  letter  to  the  Transport  Board.  The  Colonel  in  his 
report  states  that  the  captain  he  found  was  a  passionate  overbear- 
ing man,  and  he  was  almost  positive  the  ship  would  never  reach 

*  Mr.  Lambert  wtm  kUled  by  the  mutineen.— Ante,  ppi.  aM-807. 
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^ew  Holland.     These  letters,  and  copies  of  all  the  letters  that      1798 
>assed  betwixt  the  captain,  Colonel  Grose,  and  Mr.  Minchin,  the    n  juiy. 
parser,  Mr.  Black,  has  in  his  possession.     A  few  days  before  we 
lailed  Mr.  liambert  was  very  grossly  insulted  by  one  of  the  corporals  The  flrtt 
iiid  his  wife  ;  the  former  knocked  him  down  twice,  and  the  other  JJJ^tcd. 
knocked  the  dirty  clothes  she  was  washing  about  his  face.     All 
this  Mr.  Minchin  was  going  to  pass  unnoticed,  had  not  Captain 
Willcocks  insisted  on  having  them  punished,  and  obser\'ed  if  such 
acts  of  mutiny  were  overlooked  he  and  all  the  ship's  officers  would 
lose  their  command  very  shortly.     Minchin,  after  many  equivo- 
cations, and  pleading  the  man  was  an  officer,  and  could  not  be 
punished  without  a  Court-martial,  had  him  confined,  and  a  Court-  ^  ^^^' 
martial  was  called,  which  were  two  boys,  who  were  officers  going 
to  the  West  Indies.     A  few  days  after  we  sailed  the  sentence  of 
the  Court-martial  was  read,  which  was  "that  the  man  was  to 
beg  Mr.  Lambert's  pardon";  but  this  was  never  done.     When 
at  Falmouth  one  of  the  female  convicts  told  me  she  heard  Mr. 
Minchin  intended  to  put  the  captain  in  irons  when  he  got  to  sea. 
This  I  paid  little  attention  to  till  I  enquired  concerning  her  author, 
whom  I  found  to  be  Minchin's  own  servant,  and  she  referred  me 
to  Mr.  Prater's  servant,  who  told  me  they  were  talking  publicly  a  rumour, 
about  it  at  dinner  before  all  the  servants.     When  I  told  it  to  the 
captain  he  informed  me  he  knew  it.     He  was  sent  for  by  a  Mr. 
Crof ton,  who  was  obliged  to  leave  the  ship,  and  was  at  table  when 
it  was  mentioned.     I  have  only  one  thing  more  to  state,  and  am 
hlly  of  opinion  it  operated  much  in  turning  the  minds  of  the 
seamen  against  the  captain  and  officers,  otherwise  they  would  never 
have  come  into  the  measures  of  the  mutineers  or  obey  their  orders 
in  navigating  the  ship.     For  some  time  after  we  left  England  the 
seamen  had  i^ee  intercourse  with  the  convict  women.    Th  is  offended  Seamen  and 
Mr.  Minchin,  as  the  passage  to  the  great  cabin  and  to  the  steerage  ^<^^. 
was  down  the  after  hatchway.     Mr.  M.  wrote  to  the  captain  to 
keep  the  women  forwards,  and  if  he  did  not  consent  he  would  give 
orders  to  his  men  not  to  put  hand  to  a  rope  while  they  remained 
in  the  ship.     Captain  W.,  to  make  it  as  agreeable  as  possible,  sent 
the  women  forward,  and  a  sentinel  was  put  on  the  fore  hatchway, 
not  to  allow  the  seamen  to  go  down  only  on  duty.     It  would  have 
been  impossible  for  the  Frenchmen  to  have  kept  the  ship  many 
hours  had  not  Mr.  Minchin  (before  I  was  let  out  of  my  cabin) 
called  out  to  his  men  to  make  no  resistance,  and  to  give  up  their 
arms,  which  was  done  before  daylight. 

His  conduct  while  on  shore  at  ilio  Grand  was  infamous.     He  Minchin  and 
passed  Major  Semple  as  a  Dutch  major,  and  sat  at  the  Governor's  8cmpi«. 
table  with  him.     The  above  is  the  most,  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection and  knowledge,  that  happened.  I  am,  <kc., 

Simon  Murchisok, 
Late  2nd  officer  of  the  Lady  Shore. 
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1788 

12  July* 


The  Kev.  Richard  Johnson  to  The  Duke  of  Fobtlaxd. 


The 

chaplain's 

health. 


My  Ix>rd  Duke,  Sydney,  New  S.  Wales,  12th  July,  1798. 
I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Grace  that  my  health  has  fw 
some  time  been  upon  the  decline,  and  that  at  present  I  am  in  so 
weak  a  state  as  not  to  be  able  to  discharge  the  duties  of  my  sacred 
office.  The  faculty  here  have  frequently  given  it  as  their  opinion 
that  the  only,  or  at  least  the  most  likely,  means  of  my  health  being 
restored  is  by  returning  for  a  time  to  my  native  country. 

On  this  account,  and  that  I  may  likewise  have  an  opportanitj 
of  settling  my  domestic  or  private  concerns  at  home,  I  hope  your 
Grace  will  be  pleased  to  represent  my  wishes  to  my  most  Gracious 
He  aaia  for  Sovereign,  and  that  his  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  grant 
absence.  me  leave  of  absence  from  the  colony  untill  my  health  is  better ;  in 
doing  this  your  Grace  will  confer  the  greatest  obligation  upon,  Ac, 
&c.  Richard  Johnson. 


17  to  20  July 

The  first 
theatre. 


19  July. 


Hours  of 
labour. 


The  Sydney  Theatre.* 

July  17th  to  20th,  1798. 
The  theatre  at  Botany  Bay  was  intirely  built  by  the  convicts, 
and  cost  about  an  hundred  pounds.  With  singular  propriety,  the 
gallery  is  the  largest  part  of  the  house.  The  admission  is  one 
shilling,  which  is  paid  either  in  money  or  in  flour  or  meat.  A 
benefit  for  the  widow  of  a  soldier  who  was  drowned 
twelve  pounds. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

19th  July,  1798, 
Parole — Britannia.  Countersign — England. 

The  officers  and  others  who  are  desirous  of  retaining  in  their 
service  at  their  own  expence  a  certain  number  of  labouring  people 
have  represented  to  the  Governor  that  by  the  present  mode  of  per- 
forming, which  is  called  taskwork,  the  labor  performed  is  not  near 
equal  to  the  expence  of  maintaining  the  labour.  It  is  therefore 
ordered  that  the  working  people  do  return  to  the  original  working- 
hours  as  regulated  in  October,  1795,  viz. : — From  daylight  until  S 
o'clock,  work ;  from  8  until  9,  rest ;  from  9  until  ^-past  1 1,  work : 
from  that  time  until  1,  rest;  from  thence  until  sunset,  workJ 
This  regulation  will  continue  until  it  shall  appear  that  by  the 
establishment  of  what  may  be  considered  as  fair  and  proper  task 
it  be  no  longer  necessary.  Jno.  Hunter. 

•  Reprinted  from  the  Edinburgh  AdveHiser  of  18th  May,  1798.  The  theatre  was  erected 
hy  an  ex-convict  named  Sidaway.  Saunder^  News-Letter  of  12th  September,  1797,  mentioo&l 
that  Sidaway  was  living  in  a  state  "  of  (?reat  respectability,"  and  mat  he  liad  a  contract  for 
8er\-ing  the  colony  with  bread,  and  a  free  grant  of  "  several  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  hr 
cultivated." 

t  These  hours  of  labour  do  not  quits  agree  with  those  notified  in  Hunter's  Order  of  m 
9th  October,  1795,  which  wereas  follows :— "  Prom  daylig-ht  until  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenooo, 
and  from  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  until  sunset."— Vol.  ii,  p.  823.  They  are,  however, 
identical  with  those  established  by  Government  and  General  Order  of  17th  November. 
1795.— lb.,  p.  388. 
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GOTBRXMBNT  AND  GENERAL  OrDER.  1796 

2l8t  July,  1798.         suuiy. 
Parole — Dake.  Ck)Uiiter8ign — Marquis. 

The  Governor  desires  to  have  a  return  of  the  live  stock  in  the  Live  itock 
possession  of  officers,  settlers,  and  others,  and  also  an  account  of  o^y^on. 
lands  cropp'd  with  wheat  and  what  may  be  intended  for  maize  this 
season.  The  officers  will  forward  their  returns  to  Captain  John- 
ston by  the  1st  of  August,  and  the  constables  of  the  different 
districts  will  collect  the  accounts  from  the  settlers  in  their  respeo- 
tire  districts,  and  forward  them  by  the  above  time  to  the  nearest 
magistrate,  who  is  requested  to  send  them  to  the  Governor  as  soon 
as  received.  Jno.  Hunter. 


Under  Secretary  King  to  The  Transport  Commissioners. 
Gentlemen,  Whitehall,  23rd  July,  1798.         28  July. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  has  received  a  letter  from  Gov.  The  traffic 
Hunter,  dated  6th  July,  1797,*  in  which,  after  stating  the  great  '°"P»rtt«. 
e^ils  arising  from  the  introduction  of  spirituous  liquors  into  the 
settlement  of  New  South  Wales,  he  proposes,  as  appears  by  the 
within  extract  of  his  letter,  a  mode  for  preventing  the  same  by 
mserting  a  clause  in  the  charter-party  of  any  ships  sent  there, 
which  would  serve  to  deter  them  from  landing  anything  forbidden 
by  the  Port  Orders  without  a  regular  permit  I  am  directed  by 
his  Grace  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  6th  Feb.  last,  and  to 
inform  you  that  his  Grace  particularly  desires  that  the  means  sug- 
gested by  the  Governor  may  be  taken,  in  order  to  secure  obedience 
to  his  orders  respecting  the  landing  of  any  spirituous  liquors  with- 
out his  license  or  permit  first  obtained.  I  am,  &c.y 

J.  Kino. 

The  Transport  Commissioners  to  Under  Secretary  Kino. 
Sir,  Transport  Office,  23rd  July,  1798. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  relative  to  the 
sailing  and  detention  of  the  Minerva,  convict  ship,  we  beg  you  to  The 
acquaint  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  that  we  are  informed  {3n«nS^ 
the  Minerva  sailed  from  Gravesend  on  Saturday  last,  from  whence 
she  would  have  proceeded  some  time  before  but  for  a  disagree- 
ment which  subsisted  between  the  committee  for  shipping  at  the 
East  India  House  and  the  owner,  relative  to  a  freight  homewards 
after  the  delivery  of  the  convicts  at  New  South  Walea  As  this 
difference  is  now  accommodated,  we  trust  no  further  delay  will 
ensue  to  the  ship  in  the  prosecution  of  her  voyage.     We  are,  <kc., 

RuPT.  Georoe. 

Ambrose  Serle. 

John  Morsbt. 

•  Ante,  p.  240.    See  abo  Portland's  reply,  ante,  p.  867. 
VOL.  Ill — 2  D 
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1798  Under  Sbcbitabt  Ejhg  to  Lob9  Oasilbbeagh. 

24  July.        My  Lord,  WhitehaU,  24th  July,  1798. 

Having  oommunicated  with  the  TraiiBport  Bcmrd  on  the 

Bubject  of  yoor  Lordship's  letter  to  me  of  tlM  10th  inst,  1  am 

directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portlaiid  to  transmit  your  Lordship,  far 

the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieatenaiit,  a  oopj 

of  a  letter  which  I  have  receired  from  the  Oommiasioiieni  of  tfalc 

Delay  of  the  Transport  Service,  stating  the  cause  of  the  delay  of  ihe  Minerva, 

^'^^'^^      convict  ship.     I  also  take  this  opportunity  of  indonng  to  your 

Lordship  an  extract  of  a  letter  whi<^  has  lately  bemi  received 

from  Qovemor  Hunter,*  for  his  ExceUency's  information,  urgiog 

the  necessity  of  having  lists  transmitted  to  him  of  all  such  convicts 

as  are  sent  to  New  South  Wales;  and  I  am  further  directed  by  the 

Duke  of  Portland,  after  referring  your  Lordship  to  my  letters 

to  Mr.  Cooke,  of  the  9th  of  February,  1797,  and  20th  of  March, 

1798,  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  sending  to  Governor  Hunter 

Lists  «f        correct  lists  of  all  the  convicts  who  have  been  transported  from 

ooDviots.      Lreland  to  New  South  Wales,  including  those  now  about  to  sail  in 

the  Minerva,  which  have  not  already  been  transmitted  to  him,  and 

also  the  propriety  of  sending  by  the  Minerva  duplicates  of  soch 

lists  as  have  already  been  transmitted  to  the  Governor. 

I  have,  &c, 

J.    KlJTG. 

Governor  HuimiE  to  The  Duke  of  PoBTLAiro.t 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

26  July.        My  Lord  Duke,  25th  Jidy,  1798. 

Banter's  I  have  been  highly  gratified  by  the  opportunity  which  jour 

cSajn^e?o(     Grace  has  afforded  me  of  replying  to  that  most  extraordinary  and 

maiadminis-  unjust  representation  of  the  measures  which  have  been  pursued 

^  ^°'        by  me  for  bringing  out  of  a  mass  of  the  most  unexampled  oonfosion 

and  disorder  which  have  surrounded  me  in  this  settlement  ever 

since  my  arrival,  that  order  upon  which  I  have  ever  oonceiTd 

Captdin        the  prosperity  of  the  colony  to  depend ;  by  a  man  whose  restless> 

*^    ^'    ambitious,  and  litigious  disposition  has  been  so  often  experienoed 

in  this  country  and  known  both  at  the  War  Office  and  at  joai 

Grace's ;  and  which,  had  it  been  as  fully  represented  as  it  merited 

and  ought  to  have  been,  wou'd  at  least  have  occasioned  his  removal 

from  it  long  ago,  to  the  great  comfort  of  private  society,  and  no 

small  advantage  to  the  public  service.    He  is  known,  my  I^rd,  to 

•  The  extnct  refierred  to  in  the  above  letter  is  from  Hunter^  deapsAcli  to  Portiand,  9^ 
June,  1797,  beginning— '*  The  ship  Brttonnk,  with  oonvicts  from  Ireland,  anlved  tbeSTtt 
May,"  and  ending— ^<  and  will  requira  some  time  to  recruit  before  we  can  set  them  » 
work-"— Ante,  p.  286.  .  «    ..    .     «   ,*  — 

t  This  letter  was  marlced  by  Governor  Hunter  as  "Scmarate  and  Particular.''  It«« 
written  shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  Harwell,  by  which  the  Duke  of  Portland  sent  w 
Governor  Hunter  Gh^ptain  Macarthur's  letter  of  the  16th  September,  1796  (ante,  p  ISl).  viu 
the  remark  that  the  "  proper  channel  of  conveyance  for  Captain  Macarthur's  reprasentaws 
was  that  of  the  Governor. ''--See  Portland  to  Hunter,  aoth  August,  1707,  anta,  p.  29S. 
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have  been  ihe  prompter  of  all  that  Tioleaoe  on  the  part  of  the      1798 
defend'ts  (military)  in  the  civil  prosecution  which  I  laid  before     25  j^iy, 
yoar  Grace,  and  which  you  so  severely  and  so  justly  oensur'd.* 

1  win  not,  my  Lord,  so  far  lose  sight  of  my  own  character,  nor 
the  high  respect  which  is  due  to  your  Qraoe,  as  to  follow  his  shame- 
fall  example,  and  to  substitute  empty  and  ill-founded  assertion 
for  positive  proof ;  but  I  will  reply  to  all  his  scandalous  insinua- 
tions and  opinions,  and  demonstrate  by  well-known  and  stubborn 
hcts  that  for  reason  which  I  will  not  attempt  to  develope,  he 
has  been  artfully  striving  to  mislead  your  Grace's  judgement,  A  chaise  of 
and  endeavoor'd  to  withdraw  from  others  that  censure  which  in  J^tftSSi. 
opposition  to  both  truth  and  justice  he  has  attempted  to  make 
over  to  me. 

I  must  here  request  permission  to  observe  that  I  have  been 
▼ell  inform'd  that  this  man  was  so  highly  captivated  by  the  A  nanonn 
frequent  reading  of  his  shamefuU  composition  to  your  Grace 
that  he  ventured  to  express  an  opinion  his  representation  would, 
■without  any  enquiry  into  its  truth,  occasion  the  removal  of  the 
€k)vemor. 

Pardon  me,  my  Lord,  if  I  observe  that  melancholy  and  distress-  Hunter's 
mg  indeed  nxust  be  the  situation  of  a  commander-in-chief  in  this  i^^^tu- 
distant  part  of  the  world  if  such  false  and  infamous  representations  ation." 
0!  his  management  by  designing  individuals  shall  pass  without 
notice.     No  man's  character  can  be  safe,  unless  he  shall  be  found 
to  suffer  the  public  interest  to  be  sacrifis'd  to  accommodate  that 
of  the  private  dealer ;  and  permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  say  farther, 
that  when  he  shall  be  known  to  do  that  with  his  eyes  open  and 
his  judgement  clear,  he  does  then,  in  my  opinion,  merit  being 
spnm'd  from  the  service  of  his  Sovereign,  and  cast  upon  the 
world  as  a  beggar. 

Shou'd  the  observations  which  I  may  have  occasion  to  make  UnwUiing  to 
implicate  in  the  smallest  degree  any  other  person,  I  shall  feel  ^)^^ 
concern ;  but  to  so  unmerited  and  unfounded  a  representation  of 
tiie  various  circumstances  which  have  fallen  under  my  direction 
in  this  colony,  I  trust  I  shall  be  excused  by  your  Grace  in  saying 
every  other  consideration  must  give  way. 

His  observations  relative  to  the  quantity  of  ground  which  may  Pradnotivs 
serve  to  maintain  one  man,  and  the  length  of  time  and  strength  |^£^ 
requisite  to  clear  and  bring  it  into  cultivation,  I  do  not  conceive 
it  necessary  to  pay  attention  to ;  it  is  foreign  to  my  present 
purpose  ;  shall  therefore  only  observe  that  I  have  been  long 
^UK]uainted  with  what  strength  is  necessary  for  that  kind  of  labour, 
and  also  that  I  have  had  the  opinion  of  very  superior  judges  on 
that  subject,  and  who  speak  from  real  experience.  Every  day's 
practise  in  this  country  serve  to  shew  the  absurdity  of  many  of 
his  arguments,  and  the  impracticability  of  his  theoretical  schemes. 

•  See  the  0U6  of  Bftughaa,  ente,  pp.  16,  le,  17  «<  wq.,  64, 06, 2M. 


420 


HISTOEIOAL  BECOBDS  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


1708 

25  July. 

Public 
fanning. 


Hacarthur's 
experience 
ana  know- 
ledge. 


Discredited 
by  Hunter. 


Maoarthur 
as  a  fanner. 


Land 
cultivated 
by  Govern- 
ment 


Misleading 
reports. 


He  says  he  is  no  advocate  for  farming  on  the  public  acooont 
In  that  particular  I  have  long  held  the  same  opinion ;  bat  my 
instructions  having  differed  from  such  opinion,  it  has  been  mj 
duty  to  attend  as  far  as  possible  to  them,  and  this  adherence  has 
been  one  source  of  discontent  to  many  here. 

He  informs  your  Grace  that  no  officer  has  had  more  ample 
means  of  informing  himself  of  the  produce  of  the  colony  and  the 
nature  of  its  soils  than  he  has.  His  knowledge  in  this  respect, 
I  must  assert,  can  have  extended  no  farther  than  the  ground 
already  in  cultivation.  I  therefore  conceive  very  limitted,  more 
confin'd  than  that  of  any  other  officer  in  the  colony,  for  he  has 
no  taste  for  exploring  the  interior,  consequently  what  know- 
ledge he  may  affect  to  have  beyond  the  land  already  wader  culture 
he  must  take  from  those  who  have  had  activity  enough  to  travel 
thro'  the  country.  I  will  farther  venture  to  assert,  my  Lord,  that 
the  very  limitted  knowledge  this  pretender  to  a  thorough  acquaint- 
ance with  this  country  has  can  in  no  respect  be  compar'd  to  tha^ 
which  I  do  possess,  and  which  I  have  labour'd  to  gain  for  the 
information  of  Government,  that  it  might  not  be  led  into  more 
expence  than  the  nature  of  the  country  and  prospect  of  succes 
might  warrant ;  but  when  traders  and  speculators  obtrude  their 
opinions  (which  will  ever  be  found  govem'd  by  self-interest)  upon 
his  Majesty's  minister,  there  can  be  no  safety  to  the  character  of 
that  commander-in-chief  who  shall  be  found  to  oppose  their  traffic. 

What  his  judgement  as  a  farmer  may  be  I  cannot  know,  because 
I  do  not  possess  such  knowledge  myself;  but  I  am  well  assured 
that  he  assumes  much  more  than  he  ever  possessed,  and  that 
whatever  share  of  that  usefull  information  he  may  possess,  it  has 
been  gained  here  in  so  very  short  a  period  as  not  to  warrant  the 
value  he  so  ostentatiously  sets  upon  it;  and  I  will  maintain, 
my  Lord,  that  there  are  officers  here  whose  judgement  is  so  far 
superior  (but  possessed  with  more  modesty)  that  they  will  not 
admit  a  comparison.  As  a  proof,  either  of  the  truth  of  this 
opinion  or  of  his  intention  to  deceive  me,  I  beg  leave  to  mention 
that,  upon  my  arrival,  having  found  this  person  in  an  office 
created  by  L'-Govr.  Grose  as  an  assistant  to  the  (Jovemor,  I  went 
with  him  over  the  public  grounds  cleared  by  order  of  Governor 
Phillip.  He  informed  me  that  there  was  scarcely  an  acre  fit  for 
cultivation — that  it  wou'd  be  a  waste  of  labour  and  of  seed  to 
work  it ;  this  was  evidently  designed  to  mislead  me,  who  did  not 
pretend  to  agricultural  judgement.  I  rested  my  opinions  there- 
fore upon  his,  and  gave  them  to  your  Grace  in  my  letter  No.  9.  , 
I  have  since  prov'd  that  such  opinion  was  erroneous,  and  given 
no  doubt  for  the  above  purpose,  by  the  quantity  of  wheat  and 
maize  I  rais'd  from  a  part  of  those  grounds  on  the  public  account 
last  year;  the  crops  were  superior  to  most  in  the  colony.  I  ^^ 
also  maintain,  my  Lord,  that  had  I  not  placed  so  much  confidence 

*  Ante,  p.  Sd. 
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in  this  very  man's  opinions  some  considerable  expence  might  have  1708 
been  avoided  ;  he  did  all  in  his  power,  whilst  he  found  himself  in  25  Joiy. 
possession  of  that  confidence,  to  give  my  opinion  on  such  matters 
as  I  had  not  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  myself  an  improper 
turn.  His  restless,  arrogant,  and  overbearing  turn  of  disposition 
occasion'd  me  much  vexation  in  complaints  from  others ;  the 
power  which  I  plac'd  in  his  hands  was  exercised  to  the  disturbance 
of  peace  and  harmony. 

The  Chief  Surgeon  complained  that  his  assistants  were  not  The  Chief 
permitted  to  manage  the  concerns  of  their  own  department  in  the  ^^J^"^^. 
public  hospitals,  thro'  his  improper  interference.  His  arguments 
were  that  he  wanted  to  correct  abuses  in  the  hospital.  But  it  was 
known  to  be  the  effect  of  malicious  prejudice.  He  had  nothing 
to  do  but  represent,  and  the  Chief  Surgeon,  whose  duty  it  was, 
wou'd  have  been  ordered  to  investigate  such  abuse. 

The  Commissary  complained  that  his  interference  with  his  duty  The  Com- 

minimi  1  '11 

was  such  as  cou'd  not  be  sufFer'd  unless  it  were  found  necessary  ool^Sint 

to  remove  him  from  his  office ;  that  he  issued  from  the  public 

store  in  the  most  lavish  manner  such  articles  of  stores  and  cloath- 

ing,  and  to  such  persons  as  he  pleased,  and  thereby  embarrassed 

his  accounts,  as  well  as  created  much  improper  expence  ;  that  he 

open'd  the  public  store  for  the  reception  of  grain  from  such  persons 

as  he  was  disposed  to  serve,  and  shut  it  against  those  who  were 

not  in  his  favour ;  that  the  Commissary  was  not  suffer'd  to  have 

a  share  in  the  duty  for  which  he  was  responsible.   A  voucher  for 

these  truths  your  Grace  shou'd  have  had  if  the  Commissary  had 

been  in  the  colony.     The  servants  of  the  Crown  were  given  away  AUeijed  mai- 

or  lent  in  considerable  numbers  to  whom  he  thought  proper,  and  P™'***^* 

he  had  in  his  own  service  whatever  number  he  cou'd  employ ;  it 

was  by  these  means  that  he  gain'd  his  superiority  over  others  on 

his  farms. 

I  must  insist,  my  Lord,  most  respectfully  that  it  was  the  reduc- 
tion of  this  unbounded  power  that  determined  him  in  tliis  dark 
and  unpardonable  manner  to  study  and  connive  in  the  most  art- 
fall  and  plausible  way  to  lay  to  my  account  those  errors  whicli 
the  whole  colony  know  shou'd  be  charg'd  to  others — those  errors, 
I  mean,  which  relate  to  the  expences  of  the  colony,  and  which  I  The 
hare  already  said  so  much  upon,  and  whenever  call'd  upon  can  thecwiOTy. 
shew  from  what  sourses  they  deriv'd  their  origin. 

I  trust  your  Grace  will  pardon  my  observing  that  highly  as  I 
feel  myself  honour'd  by  his  Majesty's  Commission  as  the  Governor 
of  this  settlement,  and  anxious  as  I  shall  ever  be  to*  do  my  utmost 
for  its  advancement,  or  for  any  other  part  of  his  Majesty's  service 
to  which  I  may  be  call'd,  had  I  known  the  plan  which  was  laid  f^^ 
for  my  embarrassment  (for  it  had  every  appearance,  and  I  shall 
ever  consider  it  as  a  meditated  uniform  plan)  I  shou'd  have 
doubted  the  safety  of  my  character  in  undertaking  it ;  and  excuse 
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1796      me,  my  Lord,  for  saying  that,  altho'  I  possess  not  a  shilling  in& 
25  Joiy.    world  but  my  Commission  in  his  Majesty's  navy,  the  siSarj  of 
my  present  appointment  won'd  have  been  to  me  no  object,  had  it 
been  ten  times  as  much  as  it  is. 

My  forbidding  those  interferences  with  the  dutys  and  depart- 
i^j»rthiir*s  ments  of  other  officers  occasion'd  this  man's  resignation  of  that 
gna  on.  ^^^y#  which  I  had  not  the  smallest  desire  he  should  condmie 
to  do,  for  his  great*  object  was  clearly  to  render  the  Governors 
authority  subservient  to  his  own  views  and  intrests,  tx)  the  grati- 
fication of  his  caprice  and  malice,  and  to  the  benefit  of  a  few 
sycophants  who  were  encouraged  and  constantly  employing  them- 
selves in  bearing  to  him  their  remarks  upon  the  private  conduct 
and  concerns  of  others.  My  situation  became  truly  irksome  thro' 
these  means,  and  I  was  glad  he  offered  to  resign,  because  I  was 
fully  of  opinion  I  should  have  found  it  necessary  to  have  said  I 
wou'd  dispense  with  his  farther  services. 

f^**iMi  *^  Mr.  McArthur  adverts  to  his  having  offered  to  maintain  one 
victBwith  hundred  men  with  bread  free  of  expence  to  the  Crown.!  This 
bread.  wonderful  offer  was  made  to  me  in  a  language  or  manner  which 

he  expected  wou'd  captivate  without  any  serious  consideration 
of  its  real  value,  and  he  says  I  declined  to  accept  of  it.  That  1 
declined  to  accept  it  is  a  fact,  and  he  knew  for  what  reasons,  hut 
he  has  carefully  conceal'd  them  from  your  Grace. 

The  labouring  servants  of  the  Crown  had  been  before  my  arrival 
ofoo^  tfc  in  this  colony  given  away,  were  scattered  all  over  the  country,  and 
were  employed  for  the  benefit  of  private  individuals.  I  was  not 
in  possession  of  the  number  he  ask'd  for,  which  I  am  oonvinc'd 
was  the  reason  he  apply'd  for  them.  Neither  had  this  advocate 
for  propriety  and  for  the  public  intrest  candour  enough  to  give 
me  the  necessary  information  which  might  have  enabled  me  to 
recover  them.  How  they  were  scattered,  and  under  whose  author- 
ity they  were  suffered  to  be  lost  to  the  public,  he  well  knows;  snd 
I  have  already  explained  in  my  separate  letter  of  the  12th  of 
Novr.,  1796.  t  The  offer  he  made  upon  this  occasion  I  shou'd  have 
conceiVd  myself  highly  censurable  had  I  paid  the  smallest  atten- 
tion to  it,  because  in  that  case  every  work  of  a  public  nature 
Th«  ocMfeot  must  have  stood  still.  But  I  will  submit  to  your  Grace  whether 
^nvi^^  the  public  or  private  individual  wou'd  have  been  the  gainer  hy 
this  absurd  offer.  The  daily  wages  of  a  labouring  man  (without 
providing  food)  was  at  that  time  ^^e  shillings,  or  something  more, 
and  the  price  of  bread  was  about  2|^d.  per  &.  Supposing  a  man 
to  receive  2  R.  per  day,  that  would  amount  to  fiyepenoe  ;  for  this 

*  The  post  of  Inspector  of  Public  Works  at  Parranuitta.— See  the  oorrespondenoe  betveeo 
Hunter  and  Hacarthur  relative  to  the  latter's  resignation,  uite,  pp.  86-89. 

t  Macarthur's  offer  will  be  foiuid  in  his  letter  to  Hunter  of  16to  Augnst^  1796»  ante,  p.C8. 
Hunter's  reply,  on  the  18th  idem,  ¥^1  be  found  on  p.  70,  ante. 

t  In  Himfcar's  separate  letter  ol  12th  November,  1796,  ante,  p.  166. 
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mighty  aaving  to  Government  of  fivepenoe  he  would  have  gaii^      I9W 
more  than  five  RhilltngB  in  laboar.     It  is  evident,  my  Lord,  that     » juiy. 
his  oflfer  upon  this  occaskm  ooald  only  have  been  intended  to 
answer  the  end  to  which  he  has  applied  it. 

The  many  errors  which  he  says  wants  correction  are  those  A  i^gftcy 
which  were  established  after  the  departure  of  Govt.  Phillip  and  Huoter's 
previous  to  my  arrival,  and  to  which  I  shall  never  cease  to  attri-  predaoMmr. 
bate  all  the  expences  complained  of,  and  I  am  prepared  to  prove 
this  to  be  the  case  whenever  it  may  be  necessary.     I  beg  to  say 
that  I  am  not  singular  in  this  opinion.     The  errors  were  :     The 
&udden  change  of  a  system  of  orderly  Government)  founded  upon 
his  Majesty's  instructions  to  the  Governor,  and  the  laws  estab- 
lish'd  for  such  Government.     This  plan  existed  when  I  left  the 
colony  in  1791 — in  the  end  of  1792,  or  beginning  of  '93,  another 
of  a  very  different  nature  took  place,  and  soon  after  that  licentious, 
abandon'd,  and  profligate  conduct  which  Mr.  McArthur  mentions 
and  affects  to  condemn  began  to  shew  itsell     The  officers  chartered  CharteriDcr 
the  Britannia;  a  large  quantity  of  spirits  were  imported,  and  a  Britanoia. 
trade  began  with  the  settlers  and  lower  orders  of  the  people,  the 
effects  of  which  will  be  long  felt^  and  was  the  ruin  of  many  before 
industrious  people,  the  distruction  of  all  moral  order.     And  this 
man  so  strenuous  an  advocate  for  such  order  and  good  manage- 
ment was  one  of  the  most  extensive  dealers  in  the  colony.     To 
this  unfortunate  system,  founded  upon  the  ruins  of  all  decency  introduo- 
and  civil  order,  all  our  misfortunes   and  expences  have  been  tl^e^by 
owing.    Your  Grace  may  probably  think  that  what  I  now  repre-  <  ~ 
sent,  after  what  I  have  formerly  written,  to  be  superfluous,  but 
I  am  desirous  of  making  it  clear  by  respectable  proofs  that  the 
letter  of  this  medling  person  to  your  Grace  is  an  artfull  attempt 
to  conceal  himself  from  that  notice  which  his  troublesome  dispo- 
sition in  this  settlement  may  have  expos'd  him  to. 

It  is  my  intention  to  lay  before  your  Grace  the  candid  opinion  opinions  of 
of  the  two  clergymen,  as  well  in  their  clerical  character  as  in  that  ciSyymen. 
of  the  civil  magistrate.  I  will  also  transmit  a  representation  of 
an  attack  made  upon  a  magistrate  by  this  very  man,  for  doing 
what  he  conceived  his  duty,  a  disposition  which  has  often  been 
conspicuous  in  him  ever  since  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  re-establish 
the  authority  of  the  civil  power,  a  power  which  it  is  known  has 
in  this  country  been  his  abhorrence. 

Your  Grace  will  also  receive  observations  made  by  a  gentleman 
long  resident  upon  the  spot  where  this  man's  duty  as  an  officer  lay. 
I  shall  likewise  transmit  replys  made  to  his  assertions*  against 
Mr.  Atkins,  whom  he  wish'd  to  have  prosecuted  criminally  for  a  j^^^JJIg^ 
letter  which  he  had  written  to  him,  a  copy  of  which  letter  it  may 
also  be  proper  to  inclose,  to  shew  the  occasion  he  had  for  desiring 
to  prosecute;  but  it  may  also  be  proper  to  observe  that  Mr.  Atkins 
W  previously  applied  to  prosecute  him  for  those  assertions 

*  These  diarges  will  be  found  on  pp.  128, 124,  ente. 
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17W  whjch  he  had  laid  before  your  Grace  as  a  proof  that  I  had  not 
25  July,  done  him  justice  in  his  difference  with  this  gentleman.  It  was  not 
convenient  to  the  public  service  that  Mr.  Atkins  shou'd  at  that 
time  be  gratified.  He  therefore  attempted  by  writing  the  letter 
alluded  to  to  make  it  a  more  private  matter,  for  which  he  was 
severly  censured  by  me. 
Frofligaoy.  He  well  knows  that  the  profligacy  he  has  mentioned  I  have 
from  the  beginning  exerted  every  means  in  my  power  to  get  the 
better  of,  but  in  vain,  whilst  he  and  others  supply  the  means  of 
keeping  it  alive. 

The  convict  prostitutes  he  mentions,  I  presume,  are  those  living 
with  some  of  his  brother-officers  and  others,  and  are  not,  as  he 
asserts,  furnished  with  servants  from  amongst  the  convicts ;  but 
more  probably  such  as  their  respective  keepers  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  supplying  them  with,  either  from  the  military  or  other 
quarters.  If,  therefore,  the  officers  have  soldiers  for  such  purpose, 
if  disapproved,  must  reflect  upon  those  who  permit  it;  he  has 
artfully  attempted  to  cast  this  censure  where  it  cannot  apply.  If 
he  means  women  servants,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  will  not  be 
considered  by  your  Grace  as  a  censurable  indulgence  to  allow  the 
officers  such  female  servants  as  may  be  requisite  for  washing  and 
cleaning  their  houses. 

To  repeat  what  I  have  already  so  fully  written  I  am  very 
unwilling,  and  will  endeavour  to  avoid. 

His  plausible  plan*  for  the  propagation  of  swine  is  one  of  his 
new  theorys,  and  he  is  not,  or  ought  not  to  be,  a  stranger  to  the 
impracticability  of  such  plan,  in  the  present  state  of  the  colony. 
Had  it  taken  place  in  the  beginning,  when  there  were  but  few 
settlers,  it  might  for  a  time  have  answered;  but  after  the  introduc- 
tion of  such  numbers  of  the  very  worst  description  of  convicts  it 
will  require  time  to  discoverwho  are  the  fittest  characters  to  intrust 
with  the  care  of  the  public  stock.  When  I  arrived  in  the  colony 
he  took  much  pains  to  convince  me  how  very  expensive  it  would 
prove  to  Government  to  attempt  the  rearing  any  number  of  such 
animals.  I  did  conceive  it  to  be  as  he  said,  and  I  shared  that  which 
Government  had  amongst  such  persons  as  he  recommended  for  their 
care.  I  am  yet  convinced  of  its  truth,  altho'  he  may,  probably, 
have  changed  his  opinion  to  answer  some  highly  improper  purpose. 

It  will  be  found  that  I  have  never  fail'd  upon  every  proper 
occasion  to  hold  out  every  possible  encouragement  for  the  rearing 
tliis  kind  of  stock,  as  well  as  of  every  other ;  but  I  cannot  sub- 
mit, my  Lord,  to  have  my  conduct  judg'd  of  and  represented  in 
this  treacherous  manner  by  every  impertinent  trader  in  this 
country,  of  whom  it  is  highly  necessary  it  shou'd  be  purg'd. 

*  See  Hacarthur'8  observations  on  stock-breeding,  enclosed  in  his  letter  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland  of  15th  September,  1796,  ante,  p.  135. 
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The  settlers  said  to  be  fix'd  upon  land  without  assertaining  the       1798 
nature  of  the  soil  was  an  act  of  his  own  commanding  ofSicer,  and     25  joiy. 
not  of  mine,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  settled  I  have  ^' — . 
already  ezplain'd  in  my  separate  letter  before  mentioned,  to  which  orofe'stime. 
upon  this  occasion  I  beg  to  refer  your  Grace.*     The  whole  of  that 
part  of  Mr.  McArthur's  letter  which  relates  to  the  settlers  is  a 
striking  r^ection  upon  both  those  officers  who  conmianded  in 
the  interval  between  Govr.  Phillip's  departure  and  my  arrival, 
and  cannot  in  the  smallest  degree  e£fect  any  of  my  arrangements. 
Your  Grace  is  already  in  possession  of  my  observations  upon  that 
subject. 

The  quantity  of  maize  which  he  says  was  purchased  by  my  ParchaMof 
order,  when  there  was  a  considerable  stock  in  store,  was  a  measure  "^^'^ 
which  took  place  a  few  days  after  my  arrival,  and  may  be  seen 
in  the  Public  Orders  of  the  29th  Septr.  and  2nd  October,  1795,t 
a  copy  of  which  your  Grace  is  in  possession.     This  purchase  was 
most  particularly  recommended  by  this  very  man,  and  reasons 
were  given  for  it  in  my  letter  No.  9.t     He  first  pointed  out  to 
me  the  possibility  of  accident  to  the  wheat  harvest,  which  occa- 
sioned the  first  Order  of  the  29th  Septr.     I  had  no  sooner  given 
out  that  than  he  inf orm'd  me  that  he  fear'd  the  settlers  would  not 
pay  attention  to  it  unless  I  wou'd  promise  to  take  the  crop  off 
their  hands,  and  that  in  case  of  a  failure  in  our  wheat  the  settle- 
ment wou'd  be  without  food,  for  at  that  time  we  had  no  salt  meat 
m  the  colony.     At  this  time  I  had  the  most  perfect  confidence  in  Hunter 
the  opinions  he  gave,  being  then  a  stranger,  without  the  necessary  Maollrthur's 
information  or  any  knowledge  of  the  man  I  confided  in.     The»<*^<»- 
whole  of  this  conduct  was  a  scene  of  imposition  and  duplicity. 
There  was  not  a  spark  of  candour  to  be  found.    All  were  absorbed 
in  their  own  interests  and  views,  and  none  more  so  than  this  man, 
who  possess'd  my  perfect  confidence  untill  I  discovered  what  were 
his  objects.     This  maize  was,  however,  not  attended  with  any 
loss,  but  such  as  all  grain  is  liable  to  in  granary,  and  it  has  pre- 
vented my  purchasing  any  since  untill  the  present  season.     It 
also  enabled  me  to  lend  to  those  whose  crops  fail'd  the  following 
season,  and  whose  live  stock  must  in  consequence  have  perish'd. 

The  receiving  of  grain  at  the  difierent  stores,  he  says,  is  The  receipt 
mtrusted  to  the  superintendants  who  assist  the  Commissary,  and  **'  ^^'^^ 
he  asserts  it  is  done  without  the  smaUest  attempt  to  guard 
against  imposition.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how  he  shou'd 
understand  what  steps  are  taken  to  guard  against  imposition; 
the  Commissary  certainly  does  neither  consult  him  how  his  duty 
is  to  be  done,  nor  informs  him  of  what  orders  he  may  receive  from 
time  to  time  relative  to  that  duty.  It  was  but  very  lately  that 
a  discovery  was  made  which  created  some  suspicion ;  directions 
were  immediately  given  that  the  proper  steps  be  pursued  for 
ascertaining  whether  there  were  just  grounds  for  such  suspicion  ; 

*  Ante»  p.  167.  t  Vol.  ii,  p.  322.  %  Ante,  p.  39. 
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it  prov'd  that  the  storekeeper  acquitted  himself^  but  am  there  had 
been  some  impropriety  in  his  general  conduct  I  dismias'd  him  froDL 
his  office.*  This  was  the  man  whom  he  says  is  autilioria'd  to  gsre 
receipts  to  any  amount  without  the  possibility  of  detecticm.  9aidi 
declaration  to  persons  unacquainted  with  the  manner  o£  sofih 
receipts  and  issues  might  carry  some  probability  with  it ;  but  1 
will  maintain  that  his  assertion  on  this  subject  is  wholly  un- 
founded, and  that  it  is  not  possible  a  fraud  of  this  nature  can.  pass 
without  detection,  unless  the  Oommissary  shall  prove  unworthy 
bis  office. 

The  quantity  of  grain  taken  into  the  store  is  calculated  to  aorve 
a  certain  number  of  people  for  a  certain  space  of  time.  If  it  is 
found  to  have  lasted  thc^  time,  and  fed  that  number  of  persons 
at  a  stated  ration,  there  cannot  have  been  any  fraud  committed ; 
if  it  should  not,  and  there  has  appeared  a  greater  defici^icy  than 
what  is  conmion  to  grain  kept  in  granary  in  a  warm  climate,  the 
loss  will  be  to  the  Commissary,  in  whose  charge  the  stores  in 
general  are.  I  will  beg  leave  for  one  moment  to  observe,  my 
Lord,  that  supposing  the  whole  of  the  officers  in  the  service  <^ 
GU)vemment,  acting  under  the  direction  of  tdie  Cravemor  in  this 
colony,  or  in  any  other,  shou'd  prove  unworthy  their  office,  how, 
I  might  venture  to  ask,  are  they  to  be  detected  if  those  who  pre- 
tend  to  know  they  are  fraudulent  do  not  st^  forward  and  bring 
them  to  justice  ?  This  I  conceive  to  be  the  duty  of  every  officer, 
whatever  his  station  or  profession.  If,  therefore,  he  suspected 
anything  of  this  nature  it  was  his  duty  to  have  given  information, 
and  not  to  have  insinuated  such  misconduct  without  more  certain 
grounds  against  the  officer  whose  duty  he  attacks. 

But  the  manner  in  which  the  public  stores  were  manag'd  by 
this  man  when  he  had  the  command  at  Parramatta,  and  wou'd 
not  suffer  the  Commissary  to  do  the  duty  he  was  responsible  for, 
did  certainly  expose  the  public  to  enumerable  impositions.  A 
person  of  respectability,  now  here,  assur'd  me  that  he  had  ofiered 
a  quantity  of  grain  to  the  public  store  during  that  arbitrary 
authority  over  the  Commissary  Department^  and  after  long  sc^ic- 
itation  for  its  being  received  he  was  inform'd  that  he  shou'd 
have  his  bill ;  but  the  grain  cou'd  not  be  received — ^it  might  con- 
tinue where  it  was  untill  wanted.  He  received  his  bill,  and  the 
grain  continued  exposed  to  the  weather  untill  it  was  destroy'd, 
and  that  this  was  the  case  with  some  others.  These,  your  Gi«oe 
will  allow,  were  impositions  upon  the  public  purse  of  a  most 
serious  nature,  and  are  not  mere  assertions,  but,  were  it  necessary, 
wou'd  be  deposed  to.  My  endeavours  to  put  a  stop  to  such 
shameful!  practices,  which  were  probably  convenient  to  many,  are 
the  chief  cause  of  those  false  and  ill-founded  representations  of 
circumstances  which  were  only  known  to  exist  to  the  public  dis- 
advantage during  the  time  in  which  the  original  regulations  and 

Ante,  pp.  408,  404. 
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civil  government  of  the  settlement  were  suspended,  and  which      ITOa 
have  oblig'd  me,  contrary  to  my  nataraJ  disposition,  to  mention     26  JUy. 
much  which  I  shou'd  not  otherwise  have  troubled  your  Grace 
upon. 

The  vessels  he  mentions  from  India  upon  voyages  of  specula-  Indian 
tion  he  has  good  cause  to  understand  what  their  cargos  consisted  ^'^^^^^- 
of,  because  it  is  known  here  that  part  of  those  cargos  were 
consigned  to  him,  and  his  whole  time,  having  no  professional 
duty  to  occupy  it,  was  engag'd  in  traffic.       The  circumstance  he 
mentions  respecting  the  purchase  of  sugar  is,  in  itself,  so  infa- 
mous, so  mean  an  attempt,  that  I  wou'd  not  condescend  to  take 
notice  of.  it  were  it  not  to  satisfy  your  Grace  that  I  have  not  the 
most  distant  recollection  of  it,  the  Commissary  not  being  on  the 
spot ;  but  it  must  appear  that  were  the  fact  as  stated  by  him 
it  must  have  proceeded  from  some  neglect  of  duty  in  the  proper 
officer,  and  not  a  matter  known  to  or  countenanced  by  me — ^in 
shorty  my  Lord,  this  man  is  so  engaged  in  a  low  mean  manner  of  A  wholesale 
carrying  on  a  disgracefull  trade  in  this  colony  that  he  is  desirous  ****^" 
of  implicating  every  character  in  the  settlem't,  however  respect- 
able and  beyond  hu  reach,  in  the  same  disgrace. 

The  papers  which  I  inclose  will,  I  trust,  shew  how  far  vice  and  The 

,.*i  1  ,  11  ij  enclosures, 

immorauty  have,  or  have  not,  been  countenanc  d  or  encouraged 

since  my  arrival ;  they  will  also  serve  to  place  in  a  conspicuous 

point  of  view  the  horrid  depravity  and  wickedness  of  this  man's 

heart.     His  observation  relative  to  the  vice  and  profligacy  of  the 

lower  orders  of  the  people  I  will  agree  in  the  truth  of,  and  your 

Grace  will  recollect  how  much  I  have  said  upon  it  in  my  public 

correspondence.     But  let  me  ask  him,  under  whose  authority 

were  the  people  suffered  to  indulge  in  licentiousness,  drunkenness,  UoentiouB- 

and  every  abominable  act  of  dissipation ?     When  the  clergy  were  SemimSy 

allowed  to  be  insulted  in  the  streets  without  receiving  any  kind  r6gime, 

of  redress,  and  rendered  incapable  of  performing  the  dutys  of 

their  sacred  office  on  the  Sabbath  Day,  from  the  numbers  of 

dnmken  soldiers  and  convicts  surrounding  the  outside  of  the 

place  of  public  worship,  and  often  engaged  in  card-playing  and 

riot ;  let  me  ask  this  pretended  advocate  for  the  moral  conduct 

of  the  people,  what  were  his  answers  to  the  clergyman  when  he 

compliuned  to  him  of  such  shamefull  and  unpardonable  excesses, 

and  on  the  spot,  too,  where  his  duty  lay,  and  where  he  commanded  ? 

Will  he  venture  to  say  that  such  shamefull  conduct  have  been 

permitted  in  my  time  ?    No,  my  Lord,  he  cannot ;  he  well  knows 

the  steps  which  have  been  unremittingly  pursued  by  me  for 

sappreasing  it,  and  the  dangerous  trade  which  occasioned  it,  and  in 

which  he  had  no  very  inconsiderable  share.      He  also  knows  the  ?2^. 

good  effects  of  my  endeavours  to  that  end ;  he  is  cautious  to  h*ve 

avoid  mentioning  any  act  of  mine  whidi  had  for  its  object  the  Jjjj^  * 

public  advantage  of  the  colony  3  he  is  carefully  silent  upon  the 
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1798      effects  of  the  civil  police  establish'd  by  me,  and  through  Tv^bich 
26  July,     every  inhabitant  can  now  sleep  in  secnrity. 
• —  His  observations  respecting  the  want  of  bams,  granarys,  and 

pubUc  other  public  buildings  is  a  circumstance  which  I  oou'd  not  have 
believed  any  man  in  this  colony  cou'd  have  had  the  effrontery  to 
charge  me  with.  This  attempt  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  stamp  all 
his  assertions  with  falsehood  and  malice.  Your  Grace  has  my 
very  early  complaints  upon  that  unfortunate  want  in  letters  !No6. 
6  and  S.*  I  saw  it  soon  after  my  arrival,  and  altho'  I  was  not 
then  so  fully  acquainted  with  the  danger  of  this  difficiency  as  I 
now  am,  yet  I  consider'd  it  at  that  time  a  very  great  misfortune. 

banuL  ^^®  ^^y  bam  ever  built  on  the  public  account  before  my  arrival 

was  by  Govt.  Phillip  at  Toongabbe;  it  was  blown  down  some 
time  before  I  reached  the  colony,  and  I  found  its  ruins  only,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  whole  little  town  of  Parramatta  and  Toon- 
gabbe, where  I  cou'd  scarsely  find  a  hutt  to  shelter  the  convicts. 
Why  this  bam  was  not  rebuilt  and  those  hutts  kept  in  repair 
this  man  who  had  been  allowed  the  whole  management  of  the 
public  works  in  that  district  can  best  tell,  and  I  am  convinced 
were  he  to  declare  the  fact  he  cou'd  only  reply  that  it  was  designed 
as  one  of  those  embarrassments  with  which  the  new  navcU  Governor  f 
was  to  contend. 

ije«truction       The  wheat  which  he  says  stood  in  stack  untill  it  was  destroyed 

explained,  by  vermin  is  not  a  fact,  but  was  what  this  man  assur'd  me  was 
not  worth  thrashing,  and  the  superintendant  who  reap'd  it  did 
corroborate  this  opinion,  and  said  farther  that  he  endeavoured  to 
prevail  on  the  then  commanding  officer  to  have  it  burned  up  on 
the  field  rather  than  to  reap  what  was  not  worth  cutting.  Yet 
this  very  crop  was  cutt,  and  the  secretary  assur'd  me  it  was  returned 
to  Government  at  the  rate  of  sixteen  bushels  an  acre,  and  left  to 
me  at  that,  altho'  we  received  only  about  one  hundred  bushels  from 
the  whole  crop,  which,  for  want  of  the  above  bam,  was  thrash'd 
upon  a  cloth  in  the  field.  I  had  after  those  reports  ordered  the 
stacks  to  be  puU'd  down  in  my  presence  to  ascertain  the  truth, 
and  found  little  but  straw.  But  it  was  then  the  custom  not  to 
receive  the  grain  of  Government  into  store  whilst  officers  had  any 
to  supply  untill  I  chose  to  alter  this  mode. 

•^SlnDer"^*  My  judgement  in  the  art  of  farming  or  the  management  of 
land  may  well  be  disputed,  because  I  have  been  bred  to  a  different 
profession.  But  my  integrity  and  zeal  in  the  public  service  I 
trust  most  confidently  will  not  yield  to  that  of  any  officer  bearing 
his  Majesty's  Commission,  however  high  their  rank.  If  those 
qualitys  of  which  I  boast  the  possession  shou'd  require  the  stamp 
of  other  authoritys  to  convince  your  Grace  as  to  their  truth,  to 

His  whom  I  can  only  be  known  from  my  present  situation,  I  might 

in%e  Nav}-.  i^fer  to  two-thirds  of  the  flag  officers  and  captains  on  the  naval 
list,  at  the  head  of  which  stands  a  noble  man  (Earl  Howe),  by 

•  Vol.  il,  p.  845 ;  ante,  p.  80.  t  The  italics  are  Governor  Hunter's. 
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whom,  it  is  my  pride  to  say,  I  have  been  patronised  for  many      1796 
years,  and  wholly  thro'  the  knowledge  his  Lordship  had  of  that     25  July, 
integrity  and  that  zeal  as  well  as  general  conduct  as  an  officer 
tinder  his  immediate  command. 

The  several  papers  I  inclose  for  your  Grace's  information  I  The 
most  particularly  request  may  be  read  in  your  immediate  presence;  ®°^  <»""*• 
by  them  I  trust,  my  Lord,  you  will  be  enabled  to  form  some  judge- 
ment of  this  artfull,  medling,  and  troublesome  person,  who  has 
taken  so  unwarrantable  a  liberty  with  the  dutys  of  the  Governor, 
who,  permit  me  to  assure  your  Grace,  desires  no  other  support  in 
his  public  character  than  his  conduct  and  situation  intitle  him  to  ; 
in  his  private  can  support  himself. 

I  shall  only  add,  farther,  my  Lord,  in  this  place  that  the  sacred 
character  of  our  Saviour,  were  he  to  appear  in  this  colony  in  its 
present  state,  wou'd  not  be  secure  from  the  dark  attack  of  those 
whose  private  views  he  might  oppose  in  favour  of  the  public  ^  tcoood 
interest.  There  are  people  here  who  wou'd  most  readily  prepair  Cnidflxion. 
for  His  sacred  head  another  crown  of  thorns,  and  erect  another 
cross  for  His  second  crucifixion  ;  and  none  I  am  persuaded  more 
so  than  the  person  of  whom  I  have  complained.     I  have,  izc, 

Jxo.  Hunter. 

P.S. — Two  letters  amongst  Capt.  McArthur's  inclosures  having 
escap'd  my  notice,  I  am  obliged  to  trespass  a  few  moments  longer 
upon  your  Grace's  time,  in  order  to  expose  the  shamefull  design  Mocarthur's 
of  those  letters.     The  one  is  address'd  to  Capt.  Faterson,  who  had  ^tSLm 
the  care  of  his  letter  to  your  Grace,  the  other  to  Col.  Grose  in  and  Oroee.  ' 
London  ;*  in  both  those  letters  he  indeavours  to  interest  those 
officers  in  the  extraordinary  conduct  he  has   pursu'd,  and   to 
impress  upon  their  minds  that  he  had  received  information  that 
it  was  my  intention  to  make  some  representation  to  your  Grace 
to  his  disadvantage.     I  know  it  to  be  impossible,  my  Lord,  that 
he  cou'd  ever  have  receiv'd  such  information,  because  I  was  wholly 
unacquainted  myself  with  any  such  design;  consequently  no  person  SSof** 
whatever  cou'd  have  had  it  from  me.    I  never  had  the  most  distant  action, 
idea  of  troubling  your  Grace  with  his  name  until  he  anounc'd  by 
a  letter  to  me  an  intention  of  writing  your  Grace  upon  the  con- 
cerns of  the  (Governor's  duty.     I  had  not  untill  then  bestow'd  a 
single  thought  about  him  of  sufficient  importance  to  trouble  your 
Grace  with,  although  I  have  long  been  of  opinion  that  his  trouble- 
some turn  of  mind  shou'd  have  been  made  known  much  sooner 
than  it  has  been ;  but  whilst  it  cou'd  be  avoided  it  has  been  my  dis- 
position to  take  no  notice  of  it  untill  his  conduct  and  interference 
with  my  duty  render'd  it  no  longer  possible  or  proper  to  be  silent. 

This  pretended  information  respecting  my  design  is  of  too 
flimsy  a  texture  not  to  be  seen  to  have  been  intended  to  cover 
that  part  of  his  conduct  which  is  not  defensible  in  any  other  way, 

*  Theie  letten  will  be  found  on  p.  110»  ante. 
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17BB      and  to  conceal  a  degree  of  malevolence  which  he  has  no  othnr 

S6  July.    '^^7  to  palliate.     Capt.  Paterson  dedar'd  to  me  in  Government 

rp       House  before  his  departure  that  he  endeavour'd  to  persuade  him 

p&tenon.      that  he  was  wrong  in  writing  such  a  letter  as  your  Grace  reoeiVd 

from  him.     And  I  am  convinced  that  he  did  so  from  a  conviction 

that  his  representations  oou'd  not  in  any  way  apply  to  me.     The 

copy  of  this  sentence  of  a  Begimental  Court-martial,*  by  which  two 

soldiers  had  been  tried  upon  a  complaint  of  having  been  detected 

Robbing  the  in  robbing  the  Government  garden,  which  he  chooses  to  call  the 

garden.        Gk>vemor's  garden,  is  clearly  an  artfull  attempt  to  influence  the 

c^inion  of  the  Lieut.-Colonel,  because  all  who  were  on  the  spot 

know  how  common  robberys  of  that  nature  were  at  that  time, 

and  upon  that  place,  although  under  the  care  of  the  military,  who 

had  a  guard-house  at  the  gate  of  it,  and  to  whose  use  great  part 

of  its  produce  was  applied  by  my  particular  orders.     They  bad 

not  industry  enough  to  cultivate  for  themselves  or  to  employ  their 

leisure  hours  to  so  good  a  purpose.  «r.H. 

[Einclosare  No.  1.] 
Chief  Surgeon  Balmaiv  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  Sydney,  18th  June,  1798. 

The  cMe  of  I  have  been  honor'd  with  your  letter  of  the  24th  ult.,  requir- 

Baoghu).  ing  me  to  assist  your  recollection  touching  improper  interferences 
in  the  immediate  line  of  my  duty  as  the  chief  surgeon,  and  also 
desiring  me  to  furnish  you  with  the  particulars  of  the  opposition 
and  personal  ill-treatment  I  met  with  in  attempting  as  a  civil 
magistrate  to  put  the  law  in  force  against  the  soldiers  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Coi*ps,  who  had,  in  defiance  of  all  suboitlination, 
assaulted  the  person  and  house  of  John  Baughan. 

In  obedience  to  your  commands,  I  have  to  state  to  your 
Excellency  that  soon  after  your  arrival  in  this  country  applica- 
tion was  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Thomson,  the  assistant  surgeon  at 
A  des^ving  Parramatta,  to  request  some  indulgences  for  Daniel  KeUy,  who 
attended  the  sick  at  Toongabbee  and  the  farms  adjacent  to  it 
This  man,  formerly  a  servant  of  his  Majesty's  in  the  medical  lioe, 
had  unfortunately  trespassed  against  the  laws  of  his  country,  and 
was  transported  for  seven  years  to  this  settlement ;  on  his  arrival 
he  was  recommended  by  the  surgeon  of  the  transport  in  which  he 
came,  and  at  his  request  was  taken  to  assist  at  the  hospital, 
where  his  assiduity  and  attention  soon  made  him  noticed,  and 
gained  him  the  favor  of  Governor  Phillip,  who  first  ordered  him 
to  the  post  which  he  now  occupies,  and,  as  an  encoun^ement, 
granted  him  a  portion  of  land  and  the  labor  of  three  men, 
promising  him  further  rewards  in  proportion  to  his  services  and 
merit. 

Those  favors  he  continued  to  enjoy  for  some  time  after  Governor 
Phillip  left  the  colony,  and  dischai^d  his  duty  with  fiaitiifialnesB 

•  See  theoomepondfliieewi  tUs  OMe.>-Aiito,  p.  110  et  teq. 
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and  attentioiL     Unfortunately  for  him,  however,  Mr.  McArthnr,      17M 
the  Inspector  of  Works  at  Parramatta,  took  exception  to  this  man,     35  j^iy. 
and  bj  his  particular  displeasure  rendered  him  in  many  shapes 
uncomfortable. 

These  circumstances  was  the  cause  of  my  seconding  Mr.  Thom- 
son's i^plioation  in  his  fayor,  but  in  which  your  Excellency 
will  recollect  I  was  most  yiolently  opposed  by  Mr.  McArthur, 
who  declared  he  wou'd  instantly  quit  his  situation  if  any  of  the 
points  which  I  urged  in  favor  of  this  man  were  established 
by  yon.  To  this  mortifying  and  in^roper  interference  of  Mr. 
McArthur's  I  was  obliged  to  submit  until  your  Excellency,  on  a 
second  request  from  me,  saw  the  expediency  of  restoring  Kelly  to 
his  comforts. 

The  conduct  of  Mr.  McArthur  in  particular,  and  that  of  the  The  cmc  of 
other  officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  to  me  on  account  of  Ba^han. 
the  advice  I  gave  to  John  Baughan  remains  only  to  be  stated, 
in  the  doing  of  which  I  have  great  difficulty,  because  I  feel  my 
honour  as  a  gentleman  pledged  to  forget  that  transaction. 

Your  Excellem^  will  remember  that  some  time  after  I  had 
addressed  you  on  service,  and  enclosed  copies  of  the  corespondence 
between  Mr.  McArthur,  the  officers,  and  myself,  proposals  were 
made  by  my  opponents  for  accommodation,  on  conditions  of  mutual  a  point  of 
forgiveness  .and  the  destruction  of  the  several  papers  that  passed  ^®"**^'' 
on  that  occasion,  to  which  I  acceeded,  purely  from  a  regard  to 
peace  and  quietness,  and  requested  that  your  Excellency  might 
suffer  me  to  make  this  sacrefice,  both  of  the  public  service  and  my 
own  feelings,  in  the  hope  of  its  eventual  operation  for  the  general 
good,  which  request  you  was  pleased  to  comply  with,  and  returned 
my  letter  with  its  enclosures. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  if  you  still  are  of  opinion  that  the 
service  requires  I  should  charge  my  memoiy  with  those  circum- 
stances, I  will  bow  with  submission  to  your  commands,  but  hope 
^t  the  breadi  of  faith  with  which  I  shall  be  chargeable  may  be 
imputed  to  the  force  of  your  Excellency's  orders. 

I  have,  &c., 

Wm.  Balmain. 
[Endomin  No.  2.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  Surgeon  Balmain. 
Sir,  19th  June,  1798. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday,  in  answer  to  mine  Hnntn^ 
<rf  the  24th  ult,  in  which  I  had  desired  you  wou'd  state  to  me  the  '•p'^- 
P^^oulars  of  a  complaint  which  you  found  occasion,  soon  after 
^y  arrival  in  this  country,  to  make  to  me  on  the  subject  of  some 
troublesome  and  improper  interferences  in  the  department  imme- 
^t^y  under  your  direction,  and  which  had  been  represented  to 
you  by  Mr.  Thomson,  one  of  your  assistants.   I  also  found  occasion 
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in  that  letter  to  desire  you  wou'd  relate  the  particular  circam- 
stances  attending  the  very  unwarrantable  attack  which  was  made 
upon  you  in  your  character  as  a  civil  magistrate,  at  the  time  that 
John  Baughstn's  house  was  destroyed  by  the  military. 

Altho'  I  conceive  the  above  circumstances  on  the  occaidoii  which 
induces  me  at  present  to  desire  them  from  you  might  be  applied 
for  o£Biciallyy  yet  I  will  not  press  anything  upon  you  wbi<^  you 
do  not  (after  the  manner  in  which  the  dispute  terminated)  feel 
perfectly  consistent  on  your  part  as  a  gentleman,  but  shall  con- 
tent myself  with  only  desiring  that  you  may  peruse  the  account 
which  my  memory  serves  me  to  give  of  that  afiair ;  and  if  you 
find  it  a  correct  statement  you  will  attest  that  you  find  it  so.**^ 

Tour  correspondence  with  the  parties  concerned  having  lain 
for  some  time  in  my  hands  as  a  public  document  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  interest  and  concern 
which,  as  the  chief  magistrate,  I  felt  it  my  duty  upon  that  occa- 
sion to  take  in  it,  made  so  strong  an  impression  on  my  mind  that 
I  feel  no  difficulty  in  recollecting  the  principal  subject  o£  that 
correspondence,  I  am,  <kc., 

Jno.  Huntbb. 
[Enclosure  No.  3.] 
Rev.  R.  Johnson  to  Governor  Huister. 

Hon'd  and  Dear  Sir,  Sydney,  5th  July,  1798. 

I  have  received  your  Excellency's  letter  of  yesterday's  date, 
and  in  compliance  with  your  request  I  have  set  down  to  give  you 
an  answer  as  early  as  possible. 

Your  Excellency,  well  knowing,  however,  the  weak  state  I  am 
in,  and  the  afflictions  I  have  been  labouring  under  for  some  time, 
will,  I  trust,  have  the  goodness  to  excuse  me  entering  into  that 
length  in  stating  particulars  w'h  otherwise  I  might  do. 

Yourself,  sir,  being  a  kind  of  resident  amongst  us  at  the  first 
formation  of  the  colony,  and  for  some  time  afterwards,  I  need 
not  state  to  you  the  plans  adopted  and  the  measures  pursued 
by  Govr.  Phillip  for  the  proper  regulation  and  good  order  of  the 
colony,  as  well  in  a  moral  as  civil  point  of  view. 

Little  or  no  alterations  were  made  from  those  plans  or  measures, 
from  the  time  you  then  left  us  to  that  when  Govr.  Phillip  him- 
self returned  to  England,  in  December,  '92. 

Some  time  previous  to  his  going  I  was  at  his  request  sworn  in 
to  act  as  a  civil  magistrate  in  your  place,  w'ch  duty  I  continued 
to  perform  untill  the  time  he  left  us,  at  w'ch  time  ye  colony  was 
as  pesCceable,  orderly,  and  moral  as  c'd  be  expected,  from  such  a 
description  of  people  as  the  colony  was  formed  of. 

But  no  sooner  had  Govr.  Phillip  left  ye  colony  than  I  was 
convinced  that  the  plan  or  measures  of  Government  were  about 
to  undergo  an  intire  change.     The  civil  magistrates,  within  two 

*  See  Hunter's  account,  attested  by  Balmain,  ante,  pp.  10-22. 
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days,  received  an  order  that  their  duty  w'd  in  future  be  dispensed      17OT 
with,  and  from  that  time  untill  your  Excellency's  arrival  again     25JUI3'. 
in  th&  colony  everything  was  conducted  in  a  kind  of  military 
manner. 

This,  I  believe,  was  the  first  step  towards  overturning  all  those 
attempts  and  endeavours  that  had  hitherto  been  planned  and  pur- 
sued for  ye  establishment  of  good  order  to  be  kept  up  amongst  the 
different  ranks  and  orders  of  the  inhabitants  of  ye  colony. 

Every  Order  that  had  been  given  tending  to  promote  morality  MonUtyMid 
and  religion  seemed  now  to  be  laid  aside,  and  fresh  orders  issued  ai^un- 
tending  to  banish  whatever  (in  the  opinion  of  a  good  and  virtuous  tenanoed. 
mind)  is  or  ought  to  be  first  considered  and  promoted  (and  par- 
ticularly in  a  colony  like  this,  where  by  far  the  major  part  of  the 
inhabitants  are  lost  to  all  sense  of  virtue,  and  abandoned  to  every 
species  of  wickedness),  vizt.,  a  reverence  for  the  Supreme  Being, 
and  a  strict  observance  of  all  His  just  and  righteous  precepts. 
Bat  the  case  was  much  otherwise;  for  within  a  month  after 
Governor  Phillip  was  gone  I  received  an  Order  to  perform  divine  Churoh- 
service  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning.     A  quarter  before  seven,  to  6?5  a!m?. 
the  tatto  (as  it  called)  beat  off  for  relieving  the  guard  ;  so  that 
I  had  barely  tbree-quaiters  of  an  hour  allowed  me  to  go  through 
the  church  service,  and  this  was  all  that  was  required  for  ye  day. 

I  beg  leave  here  to  give  your  Excellency  an  anecdote  that 
happened  one  Sunday  morning  at  that  time.  I  had  got  up  at 
daybreak,  as  usual,  to  be  ready  in  time  to  perform  public  service. 
At  six  o'clock  the  drum  beat  for  chui*ch.  I  met  the  soldiers  at 
the  place  appointed,  in  the  open  air.  Before  I  began  I  heard  the 
drum-major  give  directions  to  two  drummers  to  beat  off  at  ten 
minutes  or  a  quarter  belore  seven,  as  usual.  Suspecting  what 
was  going  on,  I  looked  at  my  watch,  read  part  of  the  morning 
sendee,  then  (without  any  singing)  gave  out  my  text,  and  had 
gone  through  about  lialf  of  my  discourse  when  the  drum  beat,  and  ^'^^ 
the  soldiers  instantly  got  up,  took  their  arms,  fell  into  their  ranks,  intemipted. 
and  marched  away.  Judge  you,  sir,  what  must  have  been  my 
astonishment  and  concern.  I  looked  round  and  saw  about  half  a 
dozen  convicts  standing  behind  me,  but  (such  were  my  feelings  upon 
this  occasion)  I  c'd  not  go  on  with  my  discourse,  and  therefore 
returned  home,  greatly  distressed  in  my  mind  at  such  barefaced 
profanation  and  infidelity.*^ 

What  I  have  above  stated,  your  Excellency  may  conceive,  was 
a  most  effectual  step  to  throw  aside  all  regard  or  reverence  for  the 
Sabbath  Day,  and  to  render  all  public  solemn  worship  utterly  con- 
temptible.    And  such  were  the  bad  effects  w'ch  this  strange  kind 
of  an  Order,  and  not  less  strange  and  unaccountable  kind  of  con- 
duct, produced,  seldom  more  than  ten  or  twenty  convicts  (and  NMctoct  of 
BometimeB  scarcely  any  except  my  own  servants)  ever  attended  won£p. 
•  JobatM  K|KXted  thtedraunttMoe  to  DuiHiM  in  Ai>rn,  17M:^VoL  U,  p.  SOI. 
VOL.  Ill — 2  E 
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1798  public  service.  The  generality  of  them  at  the  time  were  either 
25  July,  asleep  in  their  hammocks  or  setting  in  their  hutts,  or  otherwi* 
gone  out  to  work  for  officers  or  other  individuals.  Spiritucius 
liquors  was  the  most  general  article  and  mode  of  payment  for 
such  extra  labour,  and  hence  in  the  evening  the  whole  camp 
has  been  nothing  else,  often,  but  a  scene  of  intoxication,  riots, 
disturbances,  <fec. 

Gaming  was  no  less  prevalent  at  the  same  time.  Many  of  them 
of  gMtSung.  I  have  myself  detected  at  this  work,  both  as  I  have  gone  to  ami 
returned  from  church.  Sixteen  were  at  one  time  detected  by  ooe 
of  the  constables  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  church,  and  at 
the  time  I  was  preaching.  Numbers  of  them  have  gained  away 
the  clothes  off  their  backs,  and  the  very  provisions  served  them 
from  the  public  stores,  for  weeks  or  months  before  these  became 
due. 

Hence  so  many  flagrant  and  daring  robberies  that  were  com- 
mitted at  that  time.  Seldom  a  night  passed  but  in  the  morning 
some  fresli  depredations  were  heard  of,  either  in  one  part  of  the 
camp  and  colony  or  another.  Neither  have  I  escaped  those  nightly 
visitors.  Twice  has  my  house  been  broke  open — once  through 
the  wall,  brick  and  half  thick,  and  once  through  the  tyling — and 
both  times  I  was  robbed  of  property  to  a  considerable  amount, 
which  I  had  purchased  for  the  use  and  comfort  of  my  family. 

In  this  way  thijigs  went  on  from  bad  to  worse,  and  from  wors*^ 
to  worse  still  untill  (I  will  not  say  all  vital  religion  and  godliness, 
but)  even  almost  all  common  morality  and  even  decency  M'as 
banished  from  the  colony. 

Seeing,  my  dear  sir,  such  gross  immoralities,  depredations 
drunkenness,  riots,  and  even  murders,  daily  committed,  seeing  them 
still  becoming  more  open  and  flagrant,  and  seeing  no  steps  taken 
to  put  a  check  or  stop  to  such  shameful  and  horid  proceedings, 
I  c'd  not  forbear  complaining  and  remonstrating  against  them. 
But  all  such  complaints  and  remonstrances  answered  no  other  end 
than  to  add  to  the  insults  and  pointed  opposition  I  had  already 
experienced  in  the  performance  of  my  public  duty,  and  to  oppress 
me  the  more  in  my  domestic  concerns. 

I  cannot  forbear  giving  your  Excellency  another  instance  of 
the  most  gross  opposition  I  met  with  at  that  time.  At  one  time 
when  a  Criminal  Court  was  held  there  were  two  men  sentenced  to 
suffer  death.  The  same  afternoon  I  visited  them  in  their  lonely 
cells,  and  intended  to  visit  them  again  in  the  evening.  Tlie 
sergeant  of  the  guard  called  at  my  house  the  same  evening  with 
a  request  from  the  prisoners  that  I  w'd  spare  them  a  candle. 
I  sent  one  by  my  servant,  and  desired  him  to  inform  the  sergt. 
that  I  w*d  come  to  the  prisoners  in  a  few  minutes.  In  less  than 
half  an  hour  the  sergt.  came  to  my  house  a  second  time,  brought 
back  part  of  the  candle,  and  informed  me  that  he  had  received 
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orders  not  to  admit  any  person  to  see  or  speak  to  the  prisoners      1708 
except  Mr.  Bain,  chaplain  to  the  corps.     This  message  surprized     25  July, 
me  not  a  little. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Marsden  was  then  arrived  at  ye  colony,  and  was 
with  me  in  the  room  at  the  time,  and  was  under  no  less  surprize 
than  myself.  We  then  agreed  to  go  to  the  guard-house  together,  forbidden. 
^Ve  called  for  the  sergt. ;  begged  he  would  repeat  the  message 
v'ch  he  had  just  before  delivered  at  my  house,  w*ch  he  did,  nearly 
in  the  same  words.  I  replied,  "  I  suppose,  sergt.,  you  know  who 
we  are?"  and  asked  if  we  c'd  not  be  permitted  to  see  and  speak  to 
the  two  men  that  were  to  suffer.  He  ans'd  again  that  he  knew 
vs  very  well,  but  that  such  were  his  instructions  that  he  c'd  not 
admit  us.  We  then  returned  home,  when  I  immediately  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  Lieut.-Govr.,  but  rec'd  no  answV. 

The  next  morning  the  order  for  their  execution  was  brought  to 
me— that  at  such  a  time  the  two  prisoners  were  to  suffer,  and 
that  at  their  request  he  had  ordered  Mr.  Bain  to  attend  them. 
All  this  was  a  fabricated  falsehood,  as  I  will  prove  by  incontestible  An  alleged 
evidence,  by  a  person  who  was  permitted  to  visit  them,  and  who 
asked  them  several  times  whether  they  ever  had  made  such  a 
request,  when  both  of  them  positively  and  frequently  declared 
they  never  had — that  they  were  surprized  I  had  never  been  with 
them,  and  expressed  (particularly  the  morning  on  which  they 
suffered)  an  anxious  wish  to  see  me. 

I  will  give  your  Excellency  another  instance :  A  convict  and  his 
wife  came  one  morning  to  my  church,  and  on  their  return  home 
they  were  met  by  one  of  ye  constables,  who  asked  them  why  they  The  con- 
had  not  been  to  church.  They  said  they  had  been  there.  "Where?"  thi^cSS?re?8. 
"  To  hear  Mr.  Johnson."  The  constable  replied,  "  Don't  you  know 
you  are  forbid  to  go  there  ? "  and  then  threatened  to  have  them 
punished  if  they  did  the  like  again. 

Had  I  time,  my  dear  sir,  w'd  my  health  permit,  and  w'd  it 
not  be  carrying  my  answV  to  your  letter  to  a  greater  length  than 
may  be  convenient  or  intended  for  your  purpose,  I  w'd  readily 
give  your  Excellency  a  more  full  and  particular  account  of  the 
various  difficulties,  insults,  oppositions,  oppressions,  w'ch  I  at  the  "  insulte, 
time  above  alluded  to  have  experienced.     But  I  forbear,  this  being  J^ff**?^"* 
not  altogether  answerable  to  the  purport  of  your  letter,  w'ch  is  oppression.** 
not  to  give  you  a  detail  of  my  peculiar  situation  or  trials,  but  a 
general  statement  of  the  colony,  both   before   and   since  your 
arrival  in  it,  in  that  high  and  important  office  you  now  sustain. 
Neither  would  I,  believe  me,  sir,  have  said  so  much  respecting 
myself,  but  as  I  have  been  compelled  to  do  so,  this  being  so  closely 
(I  may  say)  inseparably  connected  with  the  general  tenor  or 
purport  of  your  letter. 

I  therefore  only  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  have  Johnson's 
at  different  times  given  my  f 'ds  in  England  full  and  ample  infor-  iSe  friends. 
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17W  niaticm  npcm  this  general  and,  to  iiie»  painfal  sabjet^  Eitlierlus 
t$j^.  Lordship  the  Bishop  of  JjouAoa  or  Mr.  WilberfiiMtx^*  I  believe^  k 
at  this  time  in  the  possession  of  those  papers,  and  if  your  Excel- 
lency has  any  wish  that  those  papers  may  beprodaced  as  likdj  to 
answer  any  end  or  purpose  you  intend,  I  will  readily  write  bo^  to 
his  Lordship  and  my  friend  upon  the  subject. 

If,  sir,  more  evidence  is  necessary  to  prove  the  authi^iticity  ol 
what  I  have  stated,  either  in  ye  papers  I  have  just  mentiaiied,  or 
in  the  lines  I  am  now  writing  to  you,  I  can  likewise  appeal  to  je 
^^^V^     Bevd«  Mr.  Marsden,  my  assistant^  who  arrived  in  ye  colony  at  Ute 
'      time  public  matters  were  thus  conducted  and  those  immoralities 
were  committed,  and  who^  as  well  as  myself,  has  often  been  shocked 
to  see  the  colony  in  such  a  state  <^  disorder  and  oonfusion.     But 
•nd  to         your  Excellency  need  only  recollect  and  seriously  reflect  upon  the 
own  know-    general  state  of  the  colony  upon  your  arrival,  and  I  am  persuaded 
^*^'  that  all  papers  or  i^^>eab  I  could  produce  would  be  rendered 

unnecessary.  The  same  immoral  and  licentious  practioes  were 
then  committed,  and  were  not  got  the  better  o^  but  by  mndi 
patience,  great  exertions,  and  unwearied  perseverance,  luid  yet 
after  all  that  has  been  done  I  believe  your  Excellency  is  aware 
that  much  yet  remains  to  be  done  before  the  col<my  be  restored  to 
that  order  and  subordination  which  is  so  highly  requisite  to  good 
government — that  is,  for  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  in  general 
and  the  happiness  of  individukls  in  particular. 
Hunter'a  I  hope,  however,  that  the  steps  your  Excellency  has  already 

^SMuimm^  taken,  and  are  daily  taking,  will  be  attended  with  the  mucfa 
to  be  desired  consequences  of  producing  some  order  out  of  so 
much  confusion  ;  some  reformation  and  morality  out  of  so  much 
abounding  licentiousness  and  irreligion  th't  has  so  long  prevailed 
in  and  almost  overspread   the  colony.      Tour  having,  sir,  re^ 
established  the  civil  magistrates  to  the  execution  of  that  duty : 
your  causing  proper  and  substantial  buildings  to  be  erected  as 
places  of  confinement  and  punishment  of  those  vagrants  as  seek 
to  disturb  the  public  peace  ;  your  appointing  a  night- w&tch,  boUi  ' 
in  the  camp  and  in  the  different  districts  throughout  the  colony ;  > 
the  lenity  you  have  shewn  to  some,  and  the  severity  you  hare  j 
seen  necessary  to  exercise  towards  others ;  in  short,  the  varioas  | 
by^jTdhnimf  ^^®™  7^^  hAve  issued,  and  the  different  regulati<ms  which  you 
have  made,  have,  I  hope,  in  some  degree,  already  checked  the 
abounding  iniquity  that  once  prevailed ;  and  I  w'd  further  honpQ 
(arduous  and  painful  as  your  present  situation  may  appear  to  be, 
and  really  is)  'ere  you  quit  the  colony,  by  your  continued  reso- 
lute exertions  in  pursuing  those  measures  w'ch  you  have  adopted, 
you  will  have  the  liappiness  to  see  your  exerti<ms  have  not  been 
rendered  fruitless. 

Bear  with  me,  my  dear  sir,  whilst  I  add  that  ever  since  oor 
first  arrival  at  and  first  formation  of  the  colony,  vizt.,  for  noir 

•  WUUftin  WUbertoroe,  ttie  philanthropbt— History  o(  NewSoattt  Wala»  toL  iS,p.SSi 
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near  eleven  years,  it  has  been  uniformly  my  very  sincere  wish  and      179t 
endeavoar,  as  well  by  precept  as  example,  to  promote  the  general     25  j^iy, 
peace  and  happiness  of  the  colony,  and  to  the  best  of  my  know-  j^r— , 
ledge  I  never  deviated  from  or  disobeyed  any  order  given  me,  uniform 
however  contrary  it  might  be  to  my  own  private  sentiments  or  p**"®^ 
painful  to  my  feelings.     I  have  equally  endeavoured  to  inculcate 
the  same  kind  of  moral  sentiments,  and  to  inforce  the  same  kind  j^^^ 
of  moral  conduct,  upon  the  minds  and  consciences  of  others.     An       ^^^ 
inward  consciousness  of  thus  having  endeavoured  to  discharge  my 
daty  has  ever  afforded  me  matter  of  consolation  in  the  midst  of 
all  the  insults,  opfHression,  &c.,  I  have  met  with,  as  well  as  under 
those  bodily  aflSictions  and  infirmities  I  now  feel,  w'ch  I  ever  did 
and  shall  attribute  to  that  illiberal  and  severe  treatment  I  some 
time  passed  experienced. 

I  s'd  be  happy,  sir  (s'd  it  please  God  to  restore  me  to  enjoy 
better  health)  to  remain  some  time  longer  in  the  colony,  and  to 
unite  according  to  my  abilities,  and  agreeable  to  my  office  and 
station,  whether  as  a  minister  or  a  civil  magistrate,  in  my 
endeavours  for  the  public  weal.  At  present,  however,  I  have 
but  little  such  hopes  or  expectations.  The  attacks  of  my  com-  His 
plaint  are  both  frequent  and  severe,  and  every  relapse  leaves  me  health."* 
still  weaker  and  weaker.  All  I  can  do  at  present  is  to  pray  for 
yon  that  the  Supreme  Being  may  give  you  that  wisdom,  patience, 
courage,  and  other  virtues  so  necessary  to  govern  in  a  situation 
like  yours ;  and  that  the  Almighty  may  bless  and  succeed  your 
wishes  and  endeavours  to  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the 
place  and  persons  over  which  you  are  appointed  to  govern.  With 
such  sincere  wishes  and  fervent  prayers  for  you,  believe  me  to 
be,  kc,  Richard  Johnsok. 

[Encloeare  No.  4] 

SUBGEOK   ArNDELL  TO   GOVERNOR    HUNTBR. 

Sir,  Arthur's  Hill,  25th  July,  1798. 

Agreiftbiia  to  your  Excellency's  wishes,  I  take  leave  to  subndt  Sainfeon 
my  sentiments  regisu:ditig  the  present  state  of  moral  and  orderly  ^^uknce. 
conduct  in  the  colony,  in  its  gradations  to  improvement  for  the 
last  three  years,  and  what  it  was  during  at  least  three  years    * 
preceding  that  of  1795. 

Nothing  more  painfull  or  distressing  can  be  imagined  than  our 
situation  during  the  last-mentioned  period.  The  departure  of 
Oovr.  Philip  from  the  colony  was  soon  followed  by  a  surprising 
change  in  ^e  management  of  civil  afiairs ;  the  wise  and  useful 
regulations  he  had  so  successfully  adopted  for  the  security  and  Pi>iih'p*ii 

^  ^.  -  i        J  J     "^  IT  ^  •  .  regulations. 

conservation  of  good  order  and  public  peace  were  in  a  moment 
abnost  annihilated,  and  a  torrent  of  licentiousness  bore  down 
everything  sacred  and  civil  before  it.  Whatever  was  injurious  or 
disgracefidl  to  human  nature  might  have  been  reasonably  expected 
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from  general  drunkenness ;  yet  general  and  habitual  drunkenness 
absolutely  became  the  unfortunate  fashion  of  the  times  ;  the 
consequence  was  that  crimes  of  every  sort  increased  to  an  alann- 
ing  degree  ;  thefts  and  robberies  became  so  numerous  that  they 
were  spoken  of  as  mere  matters  of  course,  and  even  rapes  and 
murders  were  not  infrequent.  The  respect  due  to  superiors,  and 
the  subordination  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of  civil  society, 
seemed  banished  from  the  minds  of  the  unthinking  multitude,  and 
that  to  such  a  degree  that  no  one  could  think  himself  safe  in 
passing  from  one  part  of  the  town  to  the  other.  Among  several 
insults  I  have  myself  met  with,  a  soldier  accosted  me  one  evening 
in  the  road  at  Parramatta  and  insisted  on  my  spending  a  bottle 
with  him.  Upon  saying  that  I  would  see  him  home  to  his 
barracks  he  told  me  he  would  spare  me  that  trouble  by  knocking 
me  down,  which  he  would  certainly  have  done  at  the  moment 
if  he  had  not  been  prevented  by  a  person  who  joined  us  at  the 
time. 

Assaults  the  most  outrageous  were  frequently  committed,  and 
the  constables  in  particular  bad  often  just  reason  to  complain  of 
the  insult,  obstructions,  and  ill-treatment  they  met  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duty.  A  remarkable  instance  of  this  sort  occur'd  some 
years  ago  in  the  case  of  the  present  chief  constable  at  Parramatta, 
who  was  knocked  down  in  the  public  road  in  the  most  sudden 
and  unprovoked  manner  by  a  ru&an  merely  because  he  held  that 
office  and  had  acquired  the  character  of  being  active  and  impartial. 

As  no  pains  were  taken  to  inspire  a  reverence  for  religion,  the 
Sabbath,  instead  of  being  passed  by  the  people  in  attendance  at 
divine  service,  was  profaned  as  a  day  particularly  appropriated 
to  gaming,  intoxication,  and  the  uncontrolled  indulgence  of  every 
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Such,  sir,  was  truly  the  lamentable  state  of  the  colony  as  to  it^ 
morals  and  orderly  conduct  at  the  auspicious  moment  of  your 
Excellency's  arrival  in  1795 — an  arrival  which  gave  the  most  sin- 
cere pleasure  and  the  most  agreable  prospect  to  every  rational  and 
welWisposed  member  of  the  community.  Since  that  time  your 
Excellency's  indefatigable  attention  to  the  interest  and  prosperity 
of  the  settlement  has  produced  the  most  salutary  and  happy 
alterations;  the  establishment  of  a  civil  police  extending  through 
the  several  districts  of  the  colony  has  powerfully  operated  to 
secure  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  settlers  and  inliabitants, 
and  leave  offenders  scarcely  a  hope  of  eluding  justice.  Crimes, 
of  course,  decrease,  and  are  comparatively  rare.  Industry  thrive 
and  is  encouraged,  and  decent  submission  to  the  laws  and  respect 
to  magistrates  are  now  much  more  apparent  than  at  any  former 
period.  The  obvious  utility  and  propriety  of  the  various  orders 
and  regulations  framed  by  your  Excellency  for  the  benefit  of  tlie 
colony  are  also  very  generally  felt  and  acknowledged. 
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Upon  the  whole,  sir,  and  upon  the  best  recollection  of  the      1798 
several  changes  and  variations  which  have  taken  place  in  the     asjujy. 
colony  during  my  residence  in  it,   I  cannot  hesitate  t»  moment 
to  submit  as  my  opinion,  and  give  it  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  areat  tm- 
that  in  point  of  moral  and  civil  order,  it  is  now,  and  has  been  for  provemoi»to. 
the  last  three  years,  infinitely  superior  to  the  years  preceding, 
and  that  it  has  certainly  attained  to  as  great  a  degree  of  improve- 
ment in  these  respects  as  the  almost  insurmountable  difficulties 
would  allow  which  must  have  presented  themselves  to  your  Excel- 
lency's observation.  I  am,  4fec., 

^„    ,         ^T    -  ^        Thos.  Arndell.* 
[Encloaure  No.  o.] 

Rev.  S.  Marsden  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Honoured  Sir,  Parramatta,  11th  August,  1798. 

Having  been  directed  by  your  Excellency  to  lay  before  you 
a  statement  of  the  immorality  of  tliis  colony  prior  to  your  arrival,  Rev.  Samuel 
I  shall  briefly  submit  a  few  pai*ticular  facts,  upon  which  a  general  evidence.* 
opinion  may  be  founded.  I  am  conscious  no  individual  can  truly 
represent  the  riot  and  dissipation,  and  licentiousness  and  immo- 
rality, which  pervaded  every  part  of  this  settlement,  amongst  the 
lower  ranks  of  its  inhabitants,  at  the  period  in  question. 

Gaming  and  drunkenness,  and  robberies  and  murders,   were 
common  crimes.     With  due  submission  I  would  appeal  to  your  Gaming, 
Excellency  as  an  eye-witness,  and  as  a  principal  magistrate,  how  nJJJ* ^^Jj 
the  colony  was  deluged  with  every  species  of  sin  and  iniquity  crime, 
for  several  months  after  you  landed  at  Port  Jackson.     These 
enormities  shall  partly  be  accounted  for  in  what  I  now  proceed 
to  state.     On  my  arrival  in  Sydney,  in  March,  1794,  I  found 
my  colleague,  the  Rev.  Richard  Johnson,  involved  in  a  serious 
quarrel  with  the  commander-in-chief,  t     My  colleague  represented  The  cieiyy- 
also  the  licentious  state  of  the  colony,  and  the  small  hopes  he  JSJJmaJiert 
entertained  of  any  success  in  the  reformation  of  the  unfortunate  in-chief, 
prisoners,  in  consequence  of  the  total  neglect  of  all  religion,  and 
the  great  contempt  cast  upon  his  sacred  office.     I  had  not  been 
long  in  the  settlement  before  I  was  convinced  of  the  immoral 
state  of  its  inhabitants,  and  that  my  colleague's  representation 
was  but  too  well-founded.     As  a  clergyman,  I  could  not  but  feel 
for  the  people  committed  to  our  charge,  being  persuaded  that  all 
attempts  to  instruct  them  in  the  duties  of  religion  would  be  in- 
eflfectual,  unless  the  police  of  the  colony  was  totally  changed. 

The  following  facts,  I  presume,  will  be  a  sufficient  foundation 
for  the  above  persuasion.     In  consequence  of  the  opposition  and  i[^*YJJ®"'* 
treatment  my  colleague  received,  his  health  was  much  impaired. 
On  this  account  I  was  occasionally  called  from  Parramatta  to  do 
duty  at  Sydney.     One  Sabbath,  during  time  of  divine  service  in 

"^  Mr.  Arndell  arrived  in  the  First  Fleet  as  second  assiBtant  surseon.     He  was  allowed  to 
retire,  and  settled  on  the  Bawkesbury,  where  some  of  his  descendants  still  live, 
t  Lieatenant-Governor  Grose.    Scs  the  correspondence  in  Vol.  ii. 
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the  morning,  I  was  much  interrapted  by  some  of  the  prisoners 
breaking  up  ground  near  the  church.     Service  being  ended,  I 
remco&strated  with  the  prisoners,  pointed  out  to  them  the  impro- 
priety ol  their  conduct  in  spending  the  time  ol  divine  service  in 
manual  labour,  especially  so  near  the  church.     They  seemed  to 
treat  my  remonstrance  with  contempt.     I  therefore  threatened 
to  have  them  confined  if  they  persisted  to  work  in  the  eveniBg. 
To  my  great  mortification  these  convicts  had  the  audacity  to 
persevere  in  their  improper  conduct  till  the  evening.     Divine 
service  being  over,  I  applied  to  my  colleague,  he  being  a  civil 
magistrate,  to  have  them  taken  into  custody  for  their  open  violation 
of  the  Sabbath  and  contempt  of  me  as  a  clergyman  and  one  oi 
his  Majesty's  officers.     By  his  order  they  were  immediately  com- 
mitted to  prison.     Their  commitment  was  no  sooner  reported  to 
the  commander-in-chief  than  he  sent  the  captain  of  the  gnard  to 
know  the  cause.     I  stated  to  him  their  whole  conduct,  and  fearing 
lest   any   misunderstanding  should   take  place,   I   immediately 
waited  upon  the  commander-in-chief  and  represented  the  prisoners' 
conduct  to  him  also.     He  seemed  displeased  that  they  had  been 
confined,  and  ordered  them  to  be  released.    I  told  him  I  conceived 
there  was  just  ground  of  complaint,  as  these  men  had  interrupted 
me  in  my  public  duty.     He  replied,  the  inhabitants  of  the  settle- 
ment had  his  permission  to  work  upon  the  Sabbath,  and  begged 
I  would  never  interfere  again  with  the  internal  government  oi 
the  colony.     From  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  commander- 
in-chief  upon  this  occasion  I  was  determined  to  prefer  no  more 
complaints,  but  to  struggle  with  present  difficulties  till  time  and 
a  change  of  Go\'emment  should  remove  them.     At  the  same  time 
I  could  not  but  lament  at  the  awful  prospect  (a  prospect  pregnant 
with  every  evil  to  the  colony)  of  seeing  everything  sacred  and 
moral  trampled  upon.     Such  disrespect  shown  to  the  sacred  o&ce 
of  a  clergyman,  and  such  open  violation  of  the  Sabbath  connte- 
nanced  in  the  commander-in-chief,  could  not  fail  of  producing  the 
most  destructive  effects  upon  the  minds  of  such  vicious  persons  as 
are  transported  to  this  place.     The  Lord's  Day  was  spent  by  the 
principal  part  of  the  convicts  either  in  cabals,  or  labour,  or  gaming, 
or  drtmkenness,  or  robberies.     If  this  unbounded  license  granted 
by  the  commander-in-chief  be  maturely  considered  in  all  its  serious 
and  fatal  consequences,  I  submit  to  your  Excellency  to  draw  the 
sad  conclusion  from  the  above  premises.     It  is  well  known  that 
all  civilised  nations  have  found  it  expedient  for  the  maintenance 
of  good  government  (waving  all  other  considerations)  to  inculcate 
upon  the  minds  of  their  subjects  a  due  respect  for  religion,  wbetbcf 
their  national  religion  were  false  or  true. 

Parramatta,  the  place  of  my  residence,  was  no  less  a  scene  of 
everything  immoral  and  profane.  The  commanding  officer  there, 
Captain  McArthur,  was  no  more  inclined  to  countenance  a  due 
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•espect  for  the  Sabbath  than  the  c<»ii]nander-in-chief  at  Sydnej.      1796 
Che  Lord's  Day  was  generally  spent  in  riot  and  dissipation  by     25  July. 
he  settlers,  soldiers,  and  prisoners.     The  following  melancholy 
mumstance  will  serve  to  idiew  what  was  the  state  of  order  and 
uorality  at  the  time  alluded  to : — One  Sabbath  Day  I  had  just 
ione  preaching  when  a  settler,  named  Simon  Bum,  came  up  to 
me  and  insulted  me  in  the  most  daring  manner.     At  that  time  AoompUint 
be  was  in  a  state  of  intoxication.     The  head  constable  being  ^  m»"^««> 
present,  I  desired  him  to  take  the  settler  before  Captn.  McArthur, 
there  being  no  other  magistrate  at  Parramatta.     I  immediately 
w^aited   upon    the   commanding   officer  and   stated  to   him   the 
settler's  improper  conduct,  and  how  riotous  he  had  been  in  the 
camp  that  day,  and  requested  he  would  have  the  goodness  to 
confine  him  untill  he  became  sober,  to  prevent  any  more  dis- 
turbance in  the  town.     Instead  of  attending  to  my  complaint,  he  ignored  by 
considered  it  as  vexatious,  treated  me  in  a  manner  unbecoming  a  ^•<*'***"'' 
gentleman,  and  dismissed  the  settler  in  his  state  of  intoxication. 
The  consequence  was,  the  second  or  third  Sunday  following  this  The  conse- 
same  man  was  drinking  in  the  camp  as  usual,  when  one  of  his  ^"®'***'' 
companions  stabbed  huD  to  the  heart  with  a   knife,  of  which 
wound  he  instantly  expired.      I  was  not   informed  when  the 
murdered  man  was  to  be  interred;  having  learnt  this  by  accident, 
I  hastened  to  the  place  to  perform  the  funeral  rites,  when  upon 
my  arrival  I  found  his  companions  had  buried  him  in  the  most 
beastly  manner,  after  pronouncing  the  most  horrid  oaths,  curses, 
and  imprecaticms  over  his  corpse. 

I  mention  this  circumstance  to  shew  your  Excellency  in  what 
a  hardened  and  profliirate  and  desperate  state  of  mind  the  com-  P«°«'^„^ 
Qum  pec^le  were.  All  idea  of  a  Supreme  Being  and  respect  for 
everything  decent,  moral,  and  sacred  seemed  totally  obliterated. 
Yet  this  was  no  more  than  might  naturally  be  expected  from 
such  a  description  of  mankind  when  all,  without  exception,  how- 
ever infamous  and  abandoned,  were  allowed  by  those  in  authority 
to  absent  themselves  from  public  worship  and  to  spend  the 
Sabbath  as  their  different  passions  and  interests  operated  upon 
them.  Being  compelled  from  a  sense  of  duty  occasionally  to 
i^present  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Parramatta  the  excess 
and  riot  exhibited  on  the  Sabbath  in  the  open  camp  in  violation 
of  all  law,  sacred  and  human,  my  representations  were  neglected 
and  my  person  insulted.  Your  Excellency  cannot  be  ignorant,  Maradenand 
since  your  arrival,  of  Captn.  McArthur*s  attempt  privately  to  ****»'^^"'- 
assassinate  my  character,  and  of  his  violent  and  shameful  attacks 
pQbhd:ly  to  ruin  me  for  ever  in  the  opinion  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  settlement.  Had  his  malicious  intention  succeeded,  my 
au^ority  and  influence  and  respect  as  a  clergjrman  must  have 
peen  totally  lost  amongst  them,  and  consequently  my  studies  to 
inatmct  the  people  of  my  care  rendered  useless.* 

^  Records  oontain  no  reference  to  the  ctrcmmtencet  to  which  tfaraden  here  alludeg. 
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17M  It  may  seem  a  little  indelicate  in  me  to  say  I  feel  a  conscions 

26  July,     security  in  my  own  integrity,  and  should  have  no  reluctance  to 

—  .     appeal  to  this  colony  at  large  how  far  I  have  acted  correspondent 

of  uitc^y?  with  the  dignity  of  my  sacred  office.     Your  Excellency  will  pardon 

this  digression  when  you  reflect  what  an  unfair  advantage  the 

above  officer  took  of  my  situation  to  ruin  my  character  and  my 

peace  of  mind. 

There  can  be  no  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  where  the 
clergy  have  been  treated  with  so  much  neglect^  and  none  where 
their  influence  and  instructions  have  been  more  necessary.  I 
cannot  but  attribute  to  the  neglect  of  public  worship  as  a  chief 
cause  that  idleness,  and  prodigality,  and  excess,  and  ruin  which 
have  raged  amongst  the  settlers  and  prisoners.  To  shew  what 
subsequent  ruin  has  come  upon  the  settlers  and  their  families,  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  those  reports  respecting  their 
situation  which  I  had  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  in  Februar}- 
last.* 

It  is  not  possible  to  exliibit  a  more  convincing  proof  of  the 
dissipation  and  immorality  of  this  colony  than  the  beggary  and 
ruin  of  this  description  of  its  inliabitants,  who  ought  to  be  the 
strength  and  support  of  the  settlement.  What  I  have  now  stated 
are  well-known  facts,  and  I  deem  it  quite  sufficient  without 
further  enumeration  to  furnish  your  Excellency  with  tliat  infor- 
mation you  require. 

Before  I  conclude  this  paper,  sufier  me  to  express  my  gratitude 
for  the  happy  change  which  has  been  made  in  the  internal  govern- 
ment of  this  colony.  Some  months  after  your  Excellency  suc- 
ceeded to  the  command  of  this  settlement,  and  had  learnt  from 
your  own  knowledge  and  observation  the  true  state  of  its  con- 
cerns, exertions  were  made  to  arrange  its  distracted  affiiirs,  and 
to  establish  order  and  subordination  and  quiet  amongst  the 
inhabitants.  It  is  obvious  the  salutary  effects  of  these  exertions 
have  been  felt  more  or  less  in  every  district. 

The  obsticles  to  order  and  subordination  and  good  government 
were  and  have  been  so  great  that  time  and  unwearied  perseverance 
alone  can  remove  them.  Much,  however,  has  been  done  since  your 
Excellency's  arrival,  notwithstanding  every  opposition,  to  establish 
the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  this  settlement  upon  a  permanent 
foundation,  the  established  laws  of  our  country,  and  much  still 
remains  to  be  done. 

That  every  future  attempt  your  Excellency  may  make  to  pro- 
mote the  general  good,  and  to  render  these  parts  of  his  Majestrs 
dominions  prosperous  and  happ}/^  may  be  attended  with  success,  i& 
the  prayer  of,  &c., 

Samuel  Marsdbn. 


Improve 
monta 
effected  by 
Hunter. 


•  Ante,  pp.  370-375. 
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[Enclosnro  No.  6.]  1708 

Macabthur's  Charges  against  Atkins  and  Atkins's  Replies,     ssjoiy. 
I^OPY  of  charges  or  assertions  e^ibited  against  Hichard  Atkins, 
Esquire,  by  Captain  John  McArthur,  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Corps,  with  the  several  answers  thereto  : — 
*  On  his  having  drawn  a  bill  of  exchange  in  favour  of  Captain  a  charge  of 
Bond,  of  the  East  India  Service,  on  Mr.  Thornton,  of  London,  ''*"*'• 
srith  intent  to  defraud,  he  having  neither  account  or  credit  with 
Mr.  Thornton" : 

Mr.   McArthur   asserts   that   I   have   no   account   with    Mr.  Atklnrt 
Thornton.     I  declare  that  I  have  had  pecuniary  dealings  with  that  '*^^' 
family  for  these  twenty  years  last  past ;  that  I  have  drawn  many 
bills  on  them,  all  of  which  have  been  paid  when  presented  (this 
excepted),   and   what  may  have  been  Mr.   T.   reasons  for  not 
honouring  the  one  in  question  is  not  for  me  to  enquire ;  but  this 
I  say,  that  from  the  several  transactions  passed  between  us  I  had 
a  well-grounded  expectation  that  it  would  have  been  honoured. 
The  bill  was  drawn  about  February,  1793.     One  private  letter  I  Hig 
am  informed  has  been  written  by  Captain  Bond  to  Mr.  McArthur,  SJm-^"^ 
acquainting  him  that  the  bill  had  not  been  paid.     He  has  had  a^^ons- 
this  letter  in  his  possession  for  upwards  of  two  years,  and  he 
now  brings  it  forward — for  what  purpose  ?      To  answer  his  own 
malicious  ends  to  lower  me  in  the  estimation  of  your  Excellency, 
of  Ills  Majesty's  Judge-Advocate,  and  in  that  of  the  principal 
officers  under  your  government,  and  that  at  a  time  when  I  was 
going  to  take  upon  me  the  discharge  of  an  office  of  the  utmost 
consequence  to  every  individual  in  New  South  Wales.     If  Cap-  The  action 
tain  Bond  was  not  satisfied  would  he  have  let  so  long  a  time  Stondf^" 
elapse  without  taking  some  step  for  the  recovery  of  the  amount 
of  this  bill  ?     Why  was  not  the  regular  mode  adopted  ?     Why 
(lid  he  not  protest  it  for  non-payment  and  transmit  it  to  Mr. 
McArthur,  as  his  agent,  with  a  proper  power  of  attorney  to  sue 
ffle?     Numerous  ships  have   since  arrived  from  England  and 
the  East  Indies.       But  I  assert  to  your  Excellency  that  it  has 
long  been  paid,  and  if  he  is  satisfied,  what  right  has  Captain 
McArthur  to  complain  ?     If  my  intention  had  been  to  defraud  AUenoe  of 
Captn.  Bond  I  might  have  drawn  a  bill  on  any  indifferent  person  iSention. 
as  responsable  as  Mr.  T.  in  London,  or  on  any  fictitious  person. 
No,  sir,  I  drew  on  a  family  that  had  been  in  the  habit  of  paying 
hills  for  me,  with  whom  I  have  had  very  extensive  dealings,  and 
with  whom  I  have  at  present  credit  to.  a  considerable  amount. 
(If  necessary,  I  refer  your  Excellency   to  the    Reverend  Mr. 
Johnson.)      Taking  the  whole  into  your  serious  consideration, 
I  am  induced  to  hope  you  will  acquit  me  of  any  intention  to 
tlefraud  Captain  Bond,  and  consider  this  first  charge  as  grounded 
on  malevolence  and  low  vindictive  malice. 
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*'0n  his  having  drawn  a  bill  of  exchange  on  an  agent  in 
London  with  whom  he  had  neither  account  nor  credit^  with 
intent  to  defraud  Mr.  Palmer,  the  Commissary" : 

As  an  answer  to  this  charge  I  refer  yofur  Excellency  to  Doctor 
Thompson's  testimony,  herewith  transmitted,*  and  just  observe 
that  Messrs.  Collett  and  Wimbume  have  for  these  seven  years 
past  been  my  agents  to  receive  the  interest  on  £2,000  left  ine  by 
my  mother,  Lady  Bowyer,  and  likewise  to  receive  my  hatf-pav. 
The  whole  of  tliis  money  has  been  appropriated  to  particxilar 
purposes  regidarly,  except  XI 3  12s.  2d.  (the  amount  of  the  bill). 
no  part  of  which  sum  have  I  received  since  the  25th  of  December. 
1791,  the  year  I  left  England.  Mr.  Palmer,  in  whose  favour  the 
bill  was  drawn,  will  acquaint  you  with  his  opinion  on  this  trans- 
action. If  I  had  intended  to  defraud  him  could  I  not  have 
drawn  for  £100  or  a  larger  sum  than  the  trifling  one  now  in 
question  1  This  charge  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  place  to  the 
same  low  pitiful  account  as  the  iirst. 

"  On  his  being  frequently  in  a  state  of  intoxication  the  most 
shameful,  but  more  particularly  on  the  19th  of  August^  when  be 
was  seen  exposing  himself  in  the  public  streets  at  an  early  hoor 
in  the  morning"  : 

In  answer  to  this  charge  I  refer  your  Excellency  to  the  several 
testimonies  herewith  transmitted,!  as  well  as  to  die  affidavits  of 
two  persons  whom  Mr.  McArthur  in  the  most  shameful,  scanda- 
lous manner  endeavoured  to  intimidate  for  the  most  infamous 
purposes.  I  must  request  your  Excellency's  attention  to  that 
part  of  T.  Saul's  evidence  where  he  says,  "  I  drank  a  little  liquor, 
which  after  that  *tis  well  known  am  deprived  of  sensation  or 
recollection,  and  if  I  uttered  what  is  mentioned  must  be  in  that 
situation."  I  am  in  your  Excellency's  judgment  whether  or  not 
if  Saul  had  (unfortunately  for  me)  been  in  the  state  he  mentions 
would  he  not  have  been  frightened  by  Mr.  McArthur  ?  Would 
he  not  have  been  induced  (perhaps  with  an  additional  glass)  to 
say  anything  Mr.  McArthur  chose  ?  Would  he  not  have  signed 
it  T  Perhaps  swore  to  the  truth  of  it,  and  is  it  not  probable  that 
Mr.  McArthur  would  the  next  day  have  told  Saul  if  he  did 
not  persist  in  the  oath  he  had  taken  he  would  accuse  him  of 
perjury  ?  This  respectable  evidence  wotild  no  doubt  have  been 
made  the  most  of.  If  these  practices  are  permitted  to  go  on  with 
impunity,  who  is  safe  t  Ought  not  a  stigma  to  be  cast  on  that 
man  who  has  dared  to  violate  in  so  infamous  a  manner  every 
principle  of  law  and  justice  t  One  remark  more  on  this  chai^. 
It  mentions  in  the  body  of  it  that  on  the  19th  I  was  seen,  4c.    It 

•Anim,p.  188. 

t  Two  of  these  testimonies  will  be  loond  on  p.  127  and  one  on  fK  129,  ante.    Tlie  oUmk  vt 
not  a^'ailable. 
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was  on  the  19th  the  piggs  was  sent  to  Toongabbe,  and  it  was      ITOe 
on  that  day  Saul  says  he  delivered  me  the  letter  '^  between  the     25  j^^^ 
trees  adjoining  my  own  house,"  and  that  I  was  not  drunk.     This 
being  the  case,  how  could  I  be  ''exposing  myself  at  an  early  hour"? 
I  declare  to  your  Excellency  this  charge  is  founded  on  a  most  base 
and  infamous  falsehood,  and  I  trust  will  be  treated  as  such. 


"  On  his  abusing  and  ill-treating  Mr.  Thorp,  the  millwright,  and  A  charge  of 
"Wm.  Rydout  [Ridout],  for  applying  to  him  for  the  payment  of  iiatment. 
money  he  was  indebted  to  them"  : 

Though  this  charge  is  of  so  trifling  a  nature  as  hardly  worth 
noticing,  yet  for  your  Excellency's  satisfaction  the  evidences  of 
Thorp  and  Rydout  have  been  taken,  and  to  them  I  refer. ''^  I  had  The  drcom- 
purchased  a  small  iaxm  from  Mr.  Thorp  and  had  paid  him  all  the  ^i^ed. 
money  except  X4.  Mr.  Thorp  met  me  and  asked  whether  it  was 
convenient  to  me  to  pay  him  that  sum.  I  answered  that  he 
should  have  it  on  Saturday.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  ;  but  on 
the  Thursday  preceding  the  Saturday  he  came  to  my  house  and 
behaved  in  so  insolent  a  manner  that  I  was  under  the  necessity 
of  turning  him  out  of  my  house.  Rydout's  testimony  will,  I 
conceive,  be  perfectly  satisfactory. 

*'0n  his  stopping  Benjamin  Carver,  a  settler,  and  forcibly  taking  a  ehuge  oc 
from  him  his  property  in  the  public  highway,  and  distributing  it  ro^ei^ 
at  his  pleasure,  in  defiance  of  the  poor  and  helpless  owner"  : 

This  at  the  first  view  ai^)ear8  a  heavy  charge,  amounting  to  a 
highway  robbery ;  but  I  trust  it  will  bear  a  very  different  com- 
plexion wh^i  your  Excellency  has  perused  Carver's  own  account 
of  it-t  It  will  appear  that  the  liquor  then  paid  away  was  with 
his  own  consent,  and  not  distributed. 

"  On  his  having  desired  the  destruction  of  one  of  his  letters  A  charge  of 
written  to  lieut.  Cummins  on  business,  least  it  should  be  pro-  ^doct 
daced  and  prove  the  follies  that  are  committed  under  the  sacred 
name  of  jui^ice" : 

I  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  (the  original  in  my  pos- 
session) of  the  note,  and  you  will  judge  how  far  Mr.  McArthur  is 
authorized  to  ground  such  a  charge  on  it : — ''Mr.  Atkins'  comp'ts  The  letter 
to  Mr.  Cummins — is  informed  that  he  means  to  memorial  the  xtu^"^ 
Governor  for  a  delay  of  justice.     Mr.  A.  wishes  Mr.  C.  to  recollect  request. 
that  he  apcdogized  to  him  for  the  delay  by  press  of  business.    But 
Mr.  C.  may  rest  assured  that  the  evidences  shall  be  transmitted  « 

to  his  Excellmicy  in  the  course  of  three  days.  Supposing  Mr. 
Atkins  was  wrong,  he  did  not  suppose  Mr.  C.  would  appeal  with- 
out acquainting  Mm  with  it." 

*^  These  eridenoee  have  not  heen  preterved. 

t  Carver's  aoooimt  is  not  amongst  tiMReoVNit.  It  is  poesftle  that  Hunter  did  notaend 
hi 


446  HISTOEICAIi  RECORDS  OF  NEW  SOtFTH   WALES. 

1708  The  evidences  alluded  to  were  respecting  F.  Davis  and  Mr. 

25  July.  ^^^  Mrs.  Cummin Sy  and  they  were  sent  within  the  time  specified. 
The  note  was  sent  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Marsden's  informing 
me  with  Mr.  Cummins's  intentions.  Hichard  Atkins. 


[Enclosure  No.  7.] 

Richard  Atkins  to  John  Palmer. 

Dear  Sir,  Parramatta,  28th  August,  1796. 

The  bill  of  As  Captain  McArthur,  among  other  charges,  has  accused 

me  with  drawing  a  hill  in  your  favor  with  intention  to  defraud 

you  of  the  sura  of  £13  12s.  2d.,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will 

signify  to  me  your  opinion  on  the  matter.      I  assure  you  that  so 

far  from  it  I  had  at  that  time  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Collett 

and  Wimburne,  the  person  on  whom  the  bill  was  drawn,  a  much 

larger  sum  than  that  bill  I  drew  for.  I  am,  <fec., 

Richard  Atkins. 
[Enclosure  No.  8.] 
John  Palmer  to  Richard  Atkins. 
Sir,  Sydney,  1st  September,  1796. 

P»imer  nek.  In  answer  to  the  letter  I  just  received  from  you  relative 

parent*  to  a  bill  drawn  on  Messrs.  Collett  <fe  Wimburne  for  the  sum  of 
J613  12s.  2d.  sterling,  I  do  hereby  declare  that  I  never  entertained 
any  such  idea,  that  the  bill  above  mentioned  has  been  since  paid, 
and  you  must  be  well  convinced  that  I  could  not  have  entertained 
an  unfavourable  opinion  of  you,  having  continually  supplied  yoU 
with  money,  and  whatever  else  you  have  required  from  me,  and 
have  also  left  directions  with  my  agent  to  continue  such  supplies- 

I  am,  <&c., 
Jno.  Palmer. 

Government  and  General  Order. 
lAug.  1st  August,  1798. 

Parole— ^Uniformity.  Countersign — Regularity. 

The  great  inconvenience  which  is  experienced  by  the  civil  magis- 
trates every  time  they  meet  for  the  investigation  of  complaints 
and  other  matters  cognizable  by  them,  from  the  loose  and  careless 
manner  in  which  every  kind  of  business  between  the  inhabitants 
of  this  colony  is  transacted,  induces  the  Governor  to  recommend 
Specialty  it  to  all  descriptions  of  persons  that  when  any  bargain,  con- 
oon  wiAti.  -tji-Q^^^  Qj.  agreement  is  made  between  any  party  or  parties,  on  any 
subject,  matter,  or  thing  whatsoever,  the  same  be  made  in  writing, 
specifying  in  direct  and  absolute  terms  the  nature  of  such  bai^in, 
contract,  or  agreement,  witnessed  and  subscribed  by  the  parties 
interested  therein;  a  measure  which  must  be  obvious  to  every 
one  is  calculated  to  prevent  disputes,  law  suits,  errors,  and  mis- 
understandings. Jno.  Hunter. 


oontracte. 
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Government  and  General  Order.  1798 

6th  August,  1798.         OAng. 
Parole — Fai  r.  Countersign — Honorable. 

Complaint  having  very  recently  been  made  to  the  Governor  that 
there  is  much  reason  to  suspect  that  many  of  those  persons  who 
have  taken  up  the  business  of  retailing  various  articles  to  the 
laboring  people  of  the  colony  use  false  or  improper  weights*  and  False 
measures,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  purchaser,  the  Governor  m*^^!!^** 
thinks  it  necessary,  therefore,  to  recommend  to  the  civil  magis- 
trates that  they  direct  the  constables  to  give  public  information 
to  such  retail  dealers  that  if  after  the  15  th  day  of  this  month  they 
are  found  to  use  any  weights  or  measures  but  such  as  have  been 
proved  to  be  just,  and  stamped  at  the  Government  store,  they  will 
be  liable  to  such  punishment  as  the  law  prescribes  in  such  cases. 

The  Governor  also  recommends  to  the  magistrates  that  as  the 
time  of  granting  new  licences  to  such  persons  as  were  allowed  to  Uquor 
retail  liquors  for  the  accommodation  of  the  working  people  has  "^°"*** 
been  some  time  pass'd,  that  they  proceed  as  early  as  they  con- 
veniently can  to  the  renewal  of  such  licences,  that  none  may 
believe  that  such  licences  are  unnecessary ;  but  as  it  has  been 
found  that  the  number  formerly  granted  was  by  far  too  many,  and 
nearly  become  a  public  nuisance,  his  Ebccellency  recommends  that 
they  allow  only  the  following  numbers,  and  those,  he  trusts,  will 
be  chosen  from  amongst  the  very  best  characters  :  Sydney,  eight ; 
Parramatta,  four ;  Hawkesbury,  three. 


Cumberland  County, 
to  wit. 


Major  Foveaux,  Vice-Admiralty  Judge. 

By  His  Excellency  John  Hunter,  Esquire,     lo  Aug. 
Captain-General  and  Govemor-in-chief  in 
and  over  his  Majesty's  Territory  called 
New  South  Wales  and  its  dependencies, 
ike,  <kc. 

The  exigency  of  the  public  service  requiring  that  a  Court  of  Vice-  The  yi<»- 
Admiralty  should  be  held  on  Monday,  the  twentieth  day  of  this  court*  ^ 
instant,  August,  at  Sydney,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  to  take 
cognizance  of  and  proceed  in  all  matters  within  the  maritime 
jurisdiction  of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  of  New  South  Wales,  in 
the  absence  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Grose,  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
of  this  territory,  who  is  appointed  the  Judge  or  President  of  the 
said  Court  of  Vice-Admiralty,  in  and  for  this  settlement,  it  becomes 
expedient  that  a  competent  person  should  be  appointed  to  sit  or 
preside  as  Judge  or  President  of  such  Court,  I,  John  Hunter, 
Esq.,  Governor  and  Captain-General  in  and  over  his  Majesty's 
territory  called  New  South  Wales,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  and 
authorities  delegated  and  vested  in  me  as  Vice-Admiral,  Com- 

*  Ante,  p.  406. 


448 


HISTORICAL  KBCOKDS  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


1798  inissary,  and  Deputy  of  the  said  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty  to  depute 
10  Aug  01*  surrogate  in  my  place  one  or  more  deputy  or  deputies  as  often 
as  I  shall  think  fit,  and  also  to  name,  appoint,  make,  and  constitute 
whatsoever  other  fit  and  convenient  officers  and  ministers  under  me 
for  the  said  office  and  execution  thereof  in  New  South  Wales  afore- 
said, do  by  these  pi*esents  nominate,  appoint^  ordain,  make,  and 
constitute  you.  Major  Joseph  Foveaux,  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Corps,  to  be  Judge  and  President  of  the  said  Court  of  Vice- 
Admiralty,  which  shall  be  holden  at  Sydney  aforesaid :  And  you, 
the  said  Major  Joseph  Foveaux,  are  hereby  required  to  officiate  in 
the  said  Court  in  all  the  duties  appertaining  to  the  said  office  of 
Judge  and  President. 

For  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant  and  authority. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Government  House,  Syd- 
ney, this  tenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-«ight. 

Jno.  Huntrb. 


15  Aug. 


Offioen* 
convict- 
servanta. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

15th  August,  1798. 
Parol — Sheemess.  Countersign — Chatham. 

The  officers  are  hereby  informed  that  the  regulation  ordered  by 
Government  to  be  established  relative  to  the  laboring  servants 
employed  by  them  took  place  on  the  1st  of  this  month.  If, 
therefore,  the  gentlemen  are  desirous  of  discharging  any  of  those 
they  have  hitherto  employed,  they  will  now  return  them  and  send 
a  list  of  the  names  of  those  so  discharged  to  Captain  Johnston. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
20  Aug.        My  Lord  Duke,  20th  August,  1798. 

Norfoiif  By  the  kst  conveyance  from  Norfolk  Island  I  received  a 

^•*~**^         letter  from  Captain  Townson,*  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  the 

officer  in  command  there  for  the  time  being, 
o^jjjj^  Captain  Townson  expresses  himself  much  hurt  at  my  not  having 

kept  up  a  more  frequent  intercourse  with  him,  and  I  cannot  help 
thinking  this  mode  of  conduct  unwarrantable,  as  he  oertainly 
might  have  waited  until  he  had  been  apprized  of  the  cause  or 
better  known  the  grounds  of  his  complaint.     By  his  letter,  I  find 

*  OuptaiD  Townaon  saooeeded  Lieutenant-Governor  King  as  Commandant  at  Norfolk 
UlMd  In  September,  1708.— Ante,  p.  6  (noteX 
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he  has  wiitten  to  your  Qi*ace  on  the  particular  concerns  of  the      1708 
island,  and  it  seems  he  has  put  his  letter  under  the  care  of  some     20  Aug. 
private  person  here.     I  am  wholly  unacquainted  with  its  contents, 
nor  has  Capt.  Townson  chosen  to  send  it  to  me,  to  be  forwarded 
with  my  dispatches  in  the  usual  channel 

If,  my  Lord,  this  mode  of  correspondence  at  home,  on  the  con-  official 
cerns  with  which  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  honour  me  with  ®  ^^®*^^- 
the  direction  of,  is  suffered  to  pass  without  proper  notice,  I  can 
scarcely  see  where  it  will  tei*minate.     I  will,  however,  take  the 
liberty  of  assuring  your  Grace  that  I  can  never  see  with  indiffer- 
ence the  duties  of  my  office  thus  interfered  with. 

I  have  written  to  Capt.  Townson  and  told  him  so,  and  that  it  A  parallel 
was  my  intention  to  mention  this  impropriety  to  your  Grace.     I  **"^ 
am  the  more  particular  in  noticing  it  from  having,  in  several  letters, 
had  occasion  to  remark  libertys  of  the  same  nature  in  an  officer  of 
a  similar  description  here,  a  reply  to  whose  shameful  letter  to  your 
Grace  you  will  receive  by  this  conveyance. 

I  enclose  a  continuation  of  the  Public  Orders*  I  have  had 
occasion  from  time  to  time  to  issue,  and  have  the  honor,  <kc., 

Jno.  Hunter* 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord  Duke,  20th  August,  1798. 

Your  Grace  will  receive  herewith  a  letter  addressed  to  me  The  chief 
from  Mr.  Balmain,  the  principal  surgeon  to  the  colony,  in  which  dSSefc**'* 
he  states  the  considerable  addition  to  his  duty  in  having  such 
i>eamen  belonging  to  his  Majesty's  ships  as  require  to  be  landed 
for  the  recovery  of  their  health  placed  in  the  colony  hospitals 
under  his  immediate  care  and  direction,  and  requesting  that  I  will 
forward  his  application  on  this  subject  to  your  Grace — it  is  for 
that  purpose  enclosed. 

I  also  transmit  another  letter  from  Mr.  Balmain,  covering  a  state 
of  the  sick,  <&c.,  and  demands  for  hospital  stores. 

In  this  letter  he  mentions  the  deficiency  of  medical  assistance  insufficient 
in  the  now  extended  state  of  the  colony.     On  this  subject  I  have  •"*****"<*• 
to  observe,  my  Lord,  that  the  duties  of  that  department  at  the 
Hawkesbury,  where  are  not  less  than  1,000  inhabitants  and'  up- 
varda,  have  been  constantly  attended  by  an  ignorant  convict,  and 
that  the  assistant  surgeon  stationed  at  Parramatta  has  frequently 
been  sent  for  on  occasion  of  accident,  twenty  miles  or  further, 
and  obliged  sometimes  to  walk  that  distance  in  the  night.    Should 
your  Grace  admit  the  expediency  of  Mr.   Balmain's  proposition,  Baimain's 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  an  apothecary  to  the  hospital,  I  P«>po8iUoii. 

^  These  Orders  will  be  t  jund  printed  in  their  proper  places  in  order  of  date. 
VOL.  Ill — 2  F 
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Tho  chief 
Burgfeon's 
salary. 


1796      know  of  no  person  more  fit  <Hr  capable  than  Mr.  Thomas  Amdell, 
20  Aug-,     whom  he  mentions;  he  is  particulaziy  qualified  for  it^  having  been 
regularly  brought  up  in  the  medical  profession,  and  has  been 
resident  here  from  the  first  establishment  of  the  colony. 

I  trust,  my  Lord,  that  a  supply  of  hospital  stores  will  be  ordered 
as  soon  as  convenient  I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hukter. 
Live  stock         P.S. — ^I  enclose  for  your  Grace's  information  an  account  of  our 
^oultore.  1^^®  stock,  and  also  of  ground  at  present  cropt  with  wheat,  to- 
gether with  what  is  prepaird  for  planting  with  maize. 

[Enckwore  Ko.  1.] 
Surgeon  Balmain  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  Slst  July,  1798. 

In  a  conversation  with  your  Excell^icy  some  days  ago  I 
.  took  occasion  to  observe  that,  in  addition  to  the  duty  which  I  have 
to  perform  as  chief  surgeon  to  this  settlement^  I  have  aLao  to 
receive  and  take  care  of  the  sick  which  are  occasionally  sent  to 
the  hospital  from  his  Majesty's  ships  and  others,  and  that  for  the 
uncertain  allowance  of  thirteen  shillings  and  sixpence  for  every 
cure  performed  on  his  Majesty's  seamen  only.  I  say  uncertain, 
because  the  trouble  and  expence  of  employing  an  agent  in  England 
to  pass  accounts  and  recover  so  small  a  sum  from  the  Sick  and 
Hurt  Board  is  discouraging  and  disadvantageous,  and  I  presume 
your  Excellency  will  readily  allow  is  a  very  inadequate  compensa- 
tion for  the  charge  and  trouble  which  a  faithful  attention  to  such 
duty  requires. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  I  have  not  the 
smallest  desire  to  make  any  difficulty  or  to  complain  of  hardship 
in  performing  this  task ;  but  as  it  is  customary  in  all  other  parts 
to  give  additional  pay  to  such  of  his  Majesty's  servants  as  have 
extraordinary  duties  to  perform,  I  trust  it  will  not  be  considered 
unreasonable  in  me  to  hope  for  the  same  indulgence. 

It  would  be  unbecoming  in  me  to  take  the  liberty  of  making 
any  demand  for  my  services;  this  is  for  the  consideration  and 
can  only  be  determined  by  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  to  their 
decision  I  will  have  the  honor  of  bowing  with  the  most  req^ectfuU 
submission. 

I  will  not  trespass  longer  on  your  Excellency's  time  than  to  add 
that,  if  ygu  think  the  addition  of  five  shillings  a  day  to  my  present 
salary  a  reas<mable  expectation,  I  request  you  will  do  me  the  favor 
to  recommend  it,  and  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  my 
application  on  this  subject  with  your  dispatches. 

I  have,  kc^ 

W.  Balmain. 


Asks  for 
pavment  as 
substitute. 


Submits  the 
quesUon  to 
official 
superiors. 
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pSnobMnra  No.  2.]  ItM 

SUBGEON  BaLKAIN  TO  GOVEBNOB  HUNTBB.  SO  Aug« 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

Sir,  1st  August,  1798. 

Enclosed  is  a  state  of  the  sick  continued  from  the  31st  of  HcMpitai 
July,  1797,  to  the  31st  of  July  last,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  '®*'*™^ 
last  demand  of  medicines  and  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  hospital 
under  my  direction,  and  also  a  fresh  demand  for  various  other 
articles  which  are  much  in  use  and  almost  quite  expended. 

It  will  scarcely  be  necessary  for  me  to  request  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  represent  the  propriety  of  a  punctual  attention  to  these 
demands,  as  you  must  be  perfectly  aware  of  the  inconveniences 
which  must  arise  from  the  want  of  all  or  any  of  them. 

It  is  also  my  duty  to  state  to  your  Excellency  that  the  extent  insufficient 
of  our  detachments  requires  a  greater  number  of  assistant  surgeons,  *^^^°c®- 
and  that  for  the  want  of  them  much  inconvenience  is  felt  by  the 
iahabitants. 

I  have  on  a  former  occasion  represented  to  you  that  an  unskilled 
convict  performs  the  medical  duty  at  the  Hawkesbury,  a  numerous  The  require. 
and  extensive  settlement.     One  assistant  surgeon  is  stationed  at  Hawkes-  ^^^ 
Norfolk  Island,  and  no  person  with  him  capable  of  taking  his  ^^ry. 
cnarge,  in  case  of  accident  or  ill-healtL  Another  of  the  gentlemen 
is  placed  at  Parramatta,  a  populous  place,  i/(:here  constant  watch- 
fulness and  attention  is  required,  and  myself  with  two  others 
perform  the  duty  at  head-quartera. 

From  this  statement  I  hope  it  will  be  evident  that  the  number  AddiUonia 
of  medical  men  is  by  far  too  small,  and  that  in  addition  to  the  ^^^i. 
assistant  promised  in  the  room  of  the  late  Mr.  Irwin  [Irving] 
another  assistant  surgeon,  together  with  an  apothecary  for  the 
hospitals,  are  indispensibly  necessary. 

If  what  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  observe  on  this  subject  be 
approved  of,  an  assistant  surgeon  maybe  spared  from  head-quarters, 
as  the  apothecary  will  fully  supply  his  place,  and  have  also  suffi- 
cient time  to  perform  his  own  particular  duty.  By  this  arrangement 
there  will  be  five  assistant  surgeons  on  detachment,  which  I  think 
will  in  the  present  state  of  the  colony  be  sufficient. 

Men  of  abilities  should  be  selected  for  the  most  obvious  reasons,  Assistant- 
and  here  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  Mr.  Thos.  Arndell  to  the  ^SSeU 
appointment  of  apothecary;  he  is  in  every  respect  well  qualified  JJ^^ 
for  the  office,  and  as  he  enjoys  a  pension  of  £50  pr.  annum  for  his 
past  services  as  assistant  surgeon,  would  be  well  satisfied  to  do  the 
duty  by  having  his  pay  made  up  to  that  of  an  apothecary. 

With  submission  to  your  Excellency's  judgement  and  opinion, 

I  have,  &c., 

W.  Balmain, 
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[EncloBure  No.  3.1 


20  AujT.    General  State  of  the  Sick,  Hurt,  Ac,  in  N.  S.  Wales,  from  the 
31st  July,  1797,  to  the  31st  July,  1798  :— 


Return  of 
alok  and 
hurt. 


Sick  and 
Hurt 

Civil  and 
Free  People. 

.S 

Convicts  in 
Quarters. 

Births. 

Deatiifl. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

^ 

1 

Civil  and 

Free 

People. 

COBvicto. 

CUiUad 

Free 
People. 

Gonvicts  in 

Hospital  and 

QuariexB. 

1 

1 

1 

u 

i 

i 

1 

^ 

i 

1707. 
Aiifput     . . 
September 
October   .. 
November 
December 

1798. 
January  .. 
February 
March  .... 

June     

July     .... 

2 
2 

i 

1 

2 

*i 

*2 
1 

8 

6 
3 
2 
2 
S 

8 
2 

i 

6 

78 

76 

es 

68 
<X> 

60 
60 
46 
116 
116 
76 
78 

22 
14 
17 
18 
17 

12 
16 
16 
13 
16 
15 
11 

8 

8 
2 
7 
8 

10 
0 
8 
6 
6 
4 
6 

*i 

7 

10 
4 
7 
8 

7 
6 
8 
8 
0 
2 

7 
4 
6 
3 

1 

6 
2 

8 
2 
2 

6 

4 

i' 

., 

i' 

*6 
2 

"2 
1 

i 

W.  Balmain,  Principal  Surgeon. 
[EInclosure  No.  4.] 
Live  stock    Account  of  Live  Stock,  of  Ground  now  Crop'd  with  Wheat  and 
a^culture.  Barley,  and  what  is  prepair'd  for  Maize  this  season  in  the 

Settlement  of  New  South  Wales,  together  with  Increase  and 
Decrease  of  Live  Stock  within  the  last  Six  Months,  and  of 
Acres  in  Cultivation  since  last  year. 


August  28rd, 
1798. 

Cattle. 

Sheep. 

Goats. 

^ 

Grain. 

a 

i 

> 
3 

1 

1 

1 

& 

1 

P 

i 

1 

^ 

h 

S^ 

II 

Government 
Inhabitants 

16 
57 

4 
40 

44 

140 
118 

258 

lis 

45 
"W8 

147 
1,812 

269 
2,174 

37 
750 

86 
1,794 

44 
2,828 

450 
4,209 

67i!i4 

9 

150 
1,303 

Total 

73 

1,450 

2,443 

787 

1,880 

2,867 

4,659 

57J 

14 

9 

1,453 

Increase 
Decrease 

' 

15 

16 

27 

262 

617 

'28 

879 

181 

1,298 

81 

8   1 

74 

The  average  produce  of  wheat,  barring  accidents  or  a  very  bad 
season,  may  be  about  75,000  bushels ;  and  of  maize,  from  26  to 
30,000  b.  J.H. 
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Vice-Admiralty  Court.  1798 

His  Majesty's  Territory  called  New  South  Wales. 
At  a  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty,  holden  at  Sydney,  the  20th  day  of     20  au^. 

August,  1798. 
The  President  having  reported  to  his  Excellency  that  several  Non- 
members  nominated  and  summoned  to  attend  in  order  to  compose  at  vioi"^^ 
this  Court,  by  virtue  of  a  precept  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  John  ^SSft*^^'^ 
Hunter,  Esquire,  Captain-General  and  Govemor-in-Chief  of  this 
his  Majesty's  territory,  have  failed  in  due  obedience  thereto  and 
neglected  to  give  their  attendance  this  day,  whereby  the  public 
service  is  mucli  impeded  and  injured,  his  Excellency  hath  directed 
the  President  to  signify  the  Governor's  entire  disapprobation  of  a 
conduct  which  seems  to  border  on  contumacy,  and  that  the  said 
President  do  cause  the  following  extract  from  his  Excellency's 
Commission,  specially  prepared  for  this  purpose,  to  be  publicly  read 
in  open  Court,  and  entered  upon  record  in  the  said  Court,  as  a 
^neral  and  standing  order  that  on  future  occasions  the  Governor's 
power  and  the  penalties  incurred  by  disobedience  thereof  may  be  Peiutitiea 
known  and  understood  by  all  ranks  and  descriptions  of  people.  *'^^'* 

Jno.  Hunter. 
Extract  from  the  Commission  referred  to. 
''We  do  in  our  name  command  all  and  singular  our  Governors, 
justices,  mayors,  sherifis,  captains,  marshalls,  bailiffs,  keepers  of 
&11  oar  gaols  and  prisons,  constables,  and  all  other  our  officers  and 
faithful  and  liege  subjects  whatsoever  and  every  of  them,  as  well 
within  liberties  and  franchises  as  without^  that  in  and  about  the 
execution  of  ye  premises  and  every  of  them  they  be  aiding,  favor- 
ing, assisting,  submissive,  and  yield  obedience  in  all  things  as  is  ihe 
fitting  to  you  the  aforesaid  John  Hunter,  our  Captain-General  and  ?JJ®5re^'* 
Govemor-in-Chief  of  the  said  territory  called  New  South  Wales, 
extending    as  aforesaid,  and  of  all  the  country  and  islands  as 
aforementioned,  and  to  your  deputy  whomsoever,  and  to  all  other 
officers  (by  you  appointed  or  to  be  appointed)  of  our  said  Vice- 
Admiralty  in  the  said  territory,  <&c.,  and  maritime  parts  of  the 
same  and  thereto  adjoining,  under  pain  of  the  law  and  the  peril 
which  will  fall  thereon." 

MUTINY  ON  THE  BARWELL, 

Cumberiand,   to   wit,  ( J'^IST^^^''^  a  Vice-Admimlty  Court 

01'  'I  held  by  virtue  of  a  precept  from  under 

9n+i.  A         u   ^'•t\ci      J  the  hand  and  seal  of  his  Excellency  John 

20th  August,  1/98.     (Hunter,  Esq're,  Governor  and   Captain- 

^neral  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  territory  of  New  South  Wales 

and  its  dependencies,  &c.,  kc. 

Read  the  Letters  Patent  appointing  John  Hunter,  Esq're,  Governor  Letter? 

^d  Captain-General,  Ac,  Vice-Admiral  of  New  South  Wales.       ^*^^"^- 
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Officen  of 
Vice- 

Adiuinlty 
Court. 


Read  the  appointment  of  Richard  Atkins,  gentleman,  to  be 
Register  of  the  Vice-Court  of  Admiralty,  New  South  Wales. 

Read  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  to  be  Plrovost- 
Martial  of  the  Tice-Court  of  Admiralty,  New  South  Wales. 

The  following  members  formed  the  Court : — 
Captain  Henry  Waterhouse,  of  his  Majesty's  Royal  Nayy. 


lieutenant  William  Kent. 
Lieutenant  Robert  Brathwaite. 
lieutenant  John  Shortland. 
lieutenant  Matthew  Flinders. 
Captain  Wm.  Wilkinson. 


Captain  Chas.  Bishop. 

Augustus  Alt,  Esq're. 

Mr.  Thomas  AmdelL 

Mr.  Thomas  Moore. 

Mr.  Andrew  Gouldie,  Ganner. 


Absent 
members. 


OfFondeTS. 


Richard  Atkins,  Register. 
Who,  being  duly  sworn,  issued  an  order  to  the  Provost-Martial  to 
summons  Captain  John  Feam,  Mr.  Robt.  Campbell,  Mr.  James 
Williamson,  and  Mr.  Roger  Simpson  to  appear  at  the  Court  on 
Tuesday,  the  2 let  instant,  to  shew  cause  for  their  disobedience  to 
his  Excellency  the  Grovemor's  authority,  when  ordered  to  attend 
as  members  composing  the  said  Court. 

George  Bond  appeared  in  Court,  and  on  his  indictment  pleaded 

not  guilty;  J L and  others,  convicts,  appeared  in  Court, 

and  on  their  indictment  pleaded  not  guilty. 

Issued  a  warrant  to  the  Provost-Martial  to  apprehend  John 
Murray,  Wm.  Hallam,  Gregory  Belloe,  James  Owens,  and  John 
Navils,  privates  in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  charged  with 
divers  offences  committed  on  the  high  seas,  to  be  brought  before 
the  Vice- Admiralty  Court,  to  plead  to  their  several  indictments, 
on  Tuesday,  the  21st  instant. 

The  annexed  paper  (No.  1)*  delivered  into  the  Court  by  George 
Bond,  and  their  opinion  taken  thereon,  when  the  objection  stated 
in  the  above-named  paper  was  overruled. 

Adjourned  to  Tuesday  ye  2l8t, 

The  Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Court  took  into  their  consideration  the  several  indictments 

brought  before  them,  which  state  that  on  the  20th  day  of  March 

certain  crimes  were  committed  by  the  several  persons  therein 

charged.    The  opinion  of  the  Court  was  taken  whether  they  should 

confine  the  evidence  to  acts  committed  on  that  particular  day, 

when,  after  having  consulted  all  the  law  authorities,  they  were 

unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  evidences  ara  not  to  be  confined 

on  their  examination  to  that  particular  day,  but  may  be  examined 

on  any  act  committed  on  a  subsequent  day. 

M«^bm  Captain  John  Feame,  Mr.  Robt.  Campbell,  Mr.  James  William- 

^n-        ^'son,  and  Mr.  Roger  Simpson   having  been  summoned  by  the 

attendMioe.  Provost-Martial  to  appear  on  this  day  to  shew  cause  lor  their 

non-attendance  at  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court  when  ordered  so  to 

^  This  pap«r  Is  mining. 


The  indict- 
luente. 
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do  by  the  precept  of  hk  Excellency  the  Govemor  and  Yioe-Admiral      1706 
of  this  colony,  the  three  first  appeared  to  the  snmmonB,  when  they     ^o  Aag. 
were  c^isnred  hy  the  Judge  of  the  Court  by  a  paper  read  by  him 
in  open  Court,  which  paper  is  to  be  recorded  in  said  Court ;  and 
Uie  Ptovost-Martial  Qnlwed  to  bring  Mr.  Roger  Simpson  before 
the  Court. 

John  Murray,  William  Hallam,  Gregory  Belloe,  James  Nevil,  Prisonenat 
privates  in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  being  brought  to  the  ^^  ^^' 
Bar,  were  arraigned,  and,  pleading  not  guilty,  were  put  on  their 
tiyal:  and  at  the  same  time  the  other  prisoner,  James  Owens, 
having  declared  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court  that  his  name  was 
John,  not  James,  and  claimed  the  benefit  of  a  misnomer,  which 
was  admitted,  and  he  was  in  consequence  discharged  from  the  Bar 
of  the  said  Court. 

J Y ,  a  convict,  being  duly  sworn  : —  Evidence  of 

aooDvict 

Q,  by  Prosecutor. — ^Do  you  recollect  a  discovery  being  made  of 
a  plot  to  seize  the  ship  Barwell  ? 

A, — I  do.  John  Gray,  John  Murray,  Corporal  Welch,  Gregory 
Belloe,  James  Nevil,  and  W'm  Hallam  came  into  the  soldiers' 
hospital,  where  the  deponent  was.  Grey  said  he  had  a  great 
secret  to  reveal  to  the  deponent — that  himself  and  the  soldiers  a  plot 
had  agreed  to  take  the  ship,  and  all  of  them  were  to  have  their  ^S^  ^^ 
guns  ready  charged,  and  that  the  guns  were  to  be  delivered  up  to 
the  oonyiot&  Grey  further  said  that  it  would  be  an  easy  thing 
for  him  (the  deponent)  to  take  a  deal  or  two  from  the  partition 
separating  the  soldiers'  hospital  from  the  convicts,  and  said  that 
the  deponent  was  too  intimate  with  the  captain  and  officers  to  do 
it.  Afterwards  Welch  said  that  there  was  a  Lord  Judge  on  board, 
and  Grey  replied  he  hoped  it  would  be  in  his  power  to  judge  him 
veiy  soon  ;  and  Welch  then  called  for  a  bottle  of  brandy  and  said 
he  would  give  us  all  a  toast,  which  was,  "  Damnation  to  the  King  ^^^^^^ 
and  Country."  Afterwards  Grey  asked  the  deponent  what  he  was  ^ 
for  doing,  who  replied  that  he  was  determined  to  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it,  for  that  he  would  not  be  concerned  in  murder.  Grey 
replied  that  he  would  give  the  deponent  until  to-morrow  to  con- 
sider of  it.  That  during  the  time  the  toast  was  drank  and  the 
conversation  that  passed  between  himself  and  Grey,  Murry,  Welch, 
Belloe,  and  Hallam,  the  prisoners  at  the  Bar,  were  present  and 
drank  ye  toast  before  mentioned.  The  morning  after  Grey  came 
again  to  the  deponent,  and  then  asked  him  what  he  was  for  doing. 
The  deponent  replied  that  he  still  continued  in  the  saihe  mind  as 
formerly,  and  that  he  was  determined  to  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  Welch  was  with  Grey,  and  he  (Grey)  said  to  the  deponent  that 
he  need  not  be  afraid  for  ail  that — ^the  soldiers  bad  laid  their  heads 
together,  and  that  there  were  above  thirty  guns  ready  chaiged. 
Orey  said  to  the  deponent  that  he  would  say  no  more  to  him  at 
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Settling  the 
details. 


Thecon- 
spiratotB' 
toast. 


Afraid  of 
exposure* 


Convicts  to 
join  their 
guards. 


A  promise  of 
pardon. 


present,  but  he  would  have  him  come  down  between  dedcs  and 
dine  with  him,  and  that  they  would  then  settle  it  there  and  treat 
him  with  a  bottle  of  brandy.  That  he  was  half  an  hour  persuad- 
ing the  deponent  to  go  down  between  decks,  but  the  deponeDt 
desired  him  (Grey)  never  to  mention  it  again  to  him,  and  he  never 
had  from  that  time  any  further  conversation  with  him.  That  at 
the  time  Welch  tolcf  the  deponent  that  thirty  guns  were  charged 
ye  four  prisoners  were  present. 

Q.  by  Prosecutor. — At  the  time  the  prisoners  were  drinking  dam- 
nation to  their  king  and  country,  did  they  not  also  add,  ^'wishing 
the  ship  may  sink  when  they  are  out  of  it  V 

A. — ^Yes,  they  did. 

Q, — Did  all  the  prisoners  drink  that  toast  seperately  ? 

A. — The  whole  of  them  did. 

Q.  — Did  they  abuse  or  throw  out  any  threats  against  you  for 
not  drinking  the  toast  ? 

A, — They  said,  "You  dam'd  Scotch  beggar,  if  you  do  not  drink- 
it  you  will  be  telling,  and  if  you  ever  do  tell  we  will  run  you 
through  wherever  we  meet  you." 

Q. — Did  you  conceive  their  threats  were  in  order  to  prevent 
your  telling  that  they  had  drunk  the  above  toast,  or  was  it  to 
prevent  your  discovering  the  plan  of  insurrection? 

A. — They  (the  prisoners)  thought  that  if  he  (the  deponent) 
discovered  it,  it  would  prevent  their  taking  their  ship. 

Q. — When  they  proposed  the  plan  of  taking  two  planks  out  of 
the  bulkhead  of  the  soldiers'  hospital,  did  Patrick  Welch  say  that 
it  would  be  a  nice  place  for  the  convicts  to  come  through  and  join 
the  soldiers  ? 

A— He  did. 

Q. — Were  any  of  the  prisoners  at  the  Bar  present  at  the  time 
Welch  used  that  expression  1 

A. — All  the  prisoners  were  present  at  the  time. 

Q. — Did  they  (the  prisoners),  on  his  (the  deponent's)  refusing 
to  join  them  at  that  time,  threaten  to  murder  him  (the  deponent) 
and  blow  the  captain  and  officers  to  damnation  ? 

^.— They  did. 

Q, — Did  the  soldiers  now  at  the  Bar  with  Welch  declare  they 
would  stick  true  to  one  another,  and  be  all  as  one  man  with  fire- 
locks well  charged,  or  words  to  the  like  effect  ? 

J.— They  did. 

Q.  by  Gregory  Belloe, — Did  not  Captain  Cameron  give  him  (the 
deponent)  a  promise  to  obtain  for  him  a  pardon  on  condition  of 
his  coming  forward  as  an  evidence  against  the  prisoner,  as  well 
as  against  Mr.  Bond  ? 

A, — Captain  Cameron  never  did  give  such  a  promise,  and  the 
information  of  the  conspirators  was  gave  to  Mr.  Dore  without  the 
privity  of  Capt'n  Cameron. 
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Q,  by  Wm,  ffallanu — Did  not  you  (the  deponent)  tell  a  man      1706 
of  the  name  of  Lancashire,  as  well  as  Grace  and  Jacques,  that     20  Any. 
Captain  Cameron  had  promised  you  a  pardon  if  you  would  come 
forward  as  an  evidence  against  the  soldiers  1 

A, — ^He  never  did. 

Q. — Have  you  not  been  kept  on  board  the  Barwell  since  her  Onboard  the 
arrival  at  Port  Jackson  for  the  purpose  of  giving  your  evidence  ^^^^^^ 
against  the  soldiers  ? 

A — ^I  was  not  kept  on  board  for  that  purpose,  but  I  requested 
Captn.  Cameron  to  keep  me  there,  as  I  conceived  my  life  to  be  in 
danger  in  coming  on  shore. 

Q, — ^Did  you  consider  your  life  to  be  in  danger  from  any  of  the 
prisoners  at  the  Bar  ? 

A, — ^I  conceived  my  life  to  be  in  danger  from  the  whole  of  them. 

Q. — Where  did  you  (the  deponent)  think  you  was  going  to  when 
the  Barwell  left  this  porti 

A — ^I  supposed  that  I  should  be  ordered  on  shore. 

Q, — Did  you  ever  hear  any  of  the  prisoners  at  the  Barr  say  Conduct 
anything  that  could  excite  a  mutiny  or  tend  to  the  taking  of  the  p^neni. 
ship? 

A — He  has  heard  the  whole  of  them  use  expressions  to  that 
effect 

Q. — At  what  time  and  at  what  part  of  the  ship  was  it  that  you 
heard  those  expressions  1 

A. — In  the  soldiers'  hospital  at  ye  time  that  they  would  not 
drink  damnation  to  the  King  and  country. 

Q, — ^Did  you  not  mention  to  some  person  or  persons  in  this 
settlement  that  you  was  going  home  in  the  Barwell  1 

A, — He  has  mentioned  to  many  persons  that  he  expected  a  Expcctingr 
pardon  fi-om  England,  in  which  case  he  would  go  home  in  the  *  p**^^"- 
Barwell. 

Q, — Can  you  speak  to  any  particular  person  or  persons  you 
mentioned  this  to  f 

A, — I  have  often  mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Tumbull,  an  ofEcer  on 
hoard  the  Barwell,  and,  perhaps,  to  other  persons,  but  can't  recollect 
to  whom. 

Q. — ^Did  you  ever  mention  it  to  B ,  a  convict  I 

A. — He  thinks  he  did. 

J B ,  convict,  being  duly  sworn  : —  Evidence  o« 

-TTT.*!  1  t      rM  •  1  *  convict* 

Q.  by  Prosecutor. — ^WiU  you  relate  to  the  Court  what  passed 

between  you  and  Wm.  Hallam,  a  prisoner  at  ye  Barr,  after  the 
ship  Barwell  left  the  Cape  on  the  20th  March,  or  any  day  subse- 
quent to  it? 

A, — ^Wm.  Hallam  came  down  into  the  prisoners*  hospital  and 
began  complaining  about  their  (the  soldiers')  provisions;  he  said  they  soidicre' 
would  have  no  banyan  days — that  they  had  hard  duty,  and  that  they  grievances. 
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17116  ought  to  have  meat  every  day ;  he  further  said  that  no  more  men 
20  Aog.  Bhonld  be  punished^  and  that  they  would  stick  together  to  a  man, 
and  that  the  officers  of  the  ship  durst  not  deny  th«u  what  provisions 
they  wanted.  He  said  that  they  were  encouraged  to  do  something 
else,  but  that  he  did  not  know  whether  they  would  accept  it  or  not 
The  deponent  asked  him  what  it  was  1  He  replied  he  did  not  know 
^m^^flT  ^^  vkether  he  could  tell  him  or  not,  but  that  he  believed  he  could  put 
confidence  in  him  (the  deponent).  The  deponent  said  he  wished 
they  were  at  their  journey's  end,  for  that  they  were  always  grum- 
bling. The  prk'r  Hallam  said  they  were  not  through  yet,  and  that 
he  would  be  damM  if  ever  they  should  get  through,  f<x  that  some- 
thing better  would  be  done  for  him  (the  deponent).  That  d^onent 
understood  what  he  meant,  and  told  him  the  consequence  of  mutiny, 
and  that  if  they  had  any  just  grievance  they  might  get  it  redressed 
when  they  got  to  their  journey's  end.  Hallam  said  he  would  be 
dam'd  if  they  would  wait  for  that,  as  they  had  tibe  power  in  their 
own  hands. 

Q.  by  Prosecutor, — Did  you  ask  the  prisoner  Hallam  if  he  knew 
the  consequence  ol  a  mutiny,  and  how  fatal  it  might  be  if  dis- 
covered 1 

A. — He  did  ask  him  that  question. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  what  answer  was  made  you  by  Hallam  T 

A. — He  cannot  say. 

Q, — Did  Hallam  ask  you  if  you  did  not  know  who  was  at  the 
head  of  this  1 

A. — He  did. 

Q, — Did  he  not  say  it  was  the  blind  one  ? 

A.—Rq  did. 

Q. — Did  you  understand  who  he  meant  by  the  blind  one  f 

A. — He  did  understand;  for  that  he  Hallam  expressed  himself 
who  it  was. 

Q, — Did  Hallam  say  to  you,  ''It  is  Bond,  our  officer,  a  dam'd  good 
fellow,  and  there  are  but  few  of  us  he  will  trust  with  the  secret  T 

A, — He  did  say  so,  or  words  to  the  same  effisct. 

Q, — Did  Hallam  observe  to  you  that  the  soldiers  had  the  power 
in  their  own  hands,  from  being  possessed  of  arms,  to  take  the 
ship,  and  that  they  intended  so  to  do  when  they  had  been  a  few 
days  at  sea  ? 

A, — He  did  observe  it  to  deponents 

Q. — Did  Hallam  enjoin  you  to  secresyl 

A. — He  did. 

Q, — Did  he  repeatedly  enjoin  you  to  secresy  % 

A. — The  next  day  he  did,  and  seemed  rather  afraid  that  depo- 
nent would  inform  the  officers  of  what  had  passed  between  them. 

Q, — ^Did  he  hold  out  any  expectation  of  your  regaining  your 
liberty! 
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A, — ^On  the  first  daj  ai  the  conversation  he  did  hold  out  an      179B 
expectation  of  mj  regaining  mj  liberty,  but  that  he,  the  deponent,     m  Aog. 
told  him  he  wished  to  come  to  the  end  of  his  journey. 

Q.  hy  the  Court — Was  it  the  day  the  alteration  of  the  ration  to  AUwntionof 
the  soldiflors  took  place  that  this  conversation  happened  1  ^^^ 

A — It  was* 

Q.  by  ffcUlam, — Did  you  not  say  to  a  person  in  this  colony  that 
you  would  swear  any thmg  for  Captn.  Cameron,  in  order  to  get  you 
your  pardon  and  take  you  home  in  the  Barwellf 

A. — He  neither  used  such  expresskm  or  did  Gaptn.  Cameron 
make  me  any  promise  of  that  kind. 

Q. — ^Did  you  never  make  use  of  those  expressions  to  John  Davis, 
a  millwright  1 

A — ^He  never  did,  but  he  is  acquainted  with  him. 

Q, — Have  you  never  received  any  reward,  or  are  you  not  in 
expectation  of  receiving  one,  for  coming  forward  as  an  evidence  on 
this  prosecution  ? 

A. — He  neither  has  or  does  he  expect  to  receive  any  reward. 

The  Court  adjourned  to  Wedneeday^  22nd  AuguU.  ment^'*"'^"* 

Q,  hy  Prosecutor. — Did  Hallam  say  in  the  course  of  his  con- 
versation with  you  that  he  would  be  dam'd  if  the  ship  should  get 
to  its  journey's  end  % 

A, — He  said  he  would  be  damn'd  if  we,  meaning  the  prisoners, 
should  ever  get  to  their  journey's  end. 

Q,  hy  Wm,  HaUam. — Do  you  recollect  the  substance  of  a  con-  cro«- 
versation  which  passed  between  you  and  Sml.  Bishop,  about  a  ®J^^*" 
fortnight  ago,  when  going  to  Parramatta  with  a  pass  &om  Judge 
Dore,  in  quest  of  some  money  due  to  you  there  f 

A — I  do  not  recollect  ye  person  by  name,  nor  does  he  recollect 
any  discourse  that  he  had  with  that  person. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  saying  that  the  Judge  would  be  a  friend 
to  you  as  long  as  you  was  in  Uie  colony,  and  for  what  reason  ? 

A — He  does  not  recollect. 

Q. — ^Do  you  not  recollect  having  said  that  the  reason  why  the 
Judge  said  he  would  be  a  friend  to  you  was  in  consequence  of 
what  had  passed  on  board  the  BarweU  ? 

A — Says  he  does  not  recollect.  ^i"*^^^^'' 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  ye  substance  of  a  conversation  that  passed  vonafion." 
between  you  and  John  Brown,  a  soldier,  and  Thos.  Turner  this 
morning  1 

A. — I  this  morning  went  into  the  bakehouse  of  John  Brown  for 
bread ;  the  dept.  asked  him  how  he  did  or  wished  him  a  good 
morning;  Brown  said  to  deponent,  "You  are  a  pretty  sort  of  a 
man";  the  dept.  asked  him  what  for.  Brown  replied  for  what  did  I 
think,  and  said  you  must  be  a  perjured  man.  "  For  what  reason  T 
replied  dept.   Brown  said,  "Did  you  not  tell  me  you  would  swear 
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anything  for  Captain  Cameron  T  The  deponent  said  he  never  men- 
tioned such  a  thing ;  Brown  said  he  would  take  his  oath  of  it ; 
and  the  deponent  replied  he  hoped  he  had  more  regard  for  himself 
and  a  future  state ;  Brown  said  that  was  not  to  he  minded.  Ye 
deponent  then  went  away,  and  said  if  he  was  of  that  disposition 
the  shorter  time  he  staid  there  the  hetter ;  and  Brown  said  that 
neither  himself,  the  deponent,  or  any  of  Captain  Cameron's  evi- 
dences should  be  countenanced  by  any  gentleman  or  other  persons 
in  this  colony  ;  he  further  observed  that  Captn.  Cameron  was  here 
to-day  and  gone  to-morrow,  and  that  he,  the  deponent,  ought  to 
study  his  own  interest  and  the  interest  of  the  colony  ;  to  which 
deponent  replied  that  interest  ought  to  have  no  weight  where 
justice  was  required. 

Q, — Do  you  not  recollect  on  such  occasions  having  said  that  had 
you  have  known  yesterday  as  much  as  you  did  to-day  you  would 
not  have  appeared  at  all,  but  would  have  run  in  the  woods  ? 

A. — I  do  not  recollect  having  said  so. 

Q. — Do  you  not  recollect  having  also  said  that  what  you  had 
sworn  against  the  soldiers  you  was  obliged  to  swear,  and  that  you 
really  believed  Mr.  Bond  and  the  soldiers  to  be  as  innocent  as  the 
child  unborn  1 

A, — I  do  not  recollect  having  said  so. 

Q,  by  Prosecutor, — Do  you  recollect  having  at  any  time  been 
applied  to  by  any  person  or  persons  to  deny  the  evidence  formerly 
sworn  to  by  you  before  Mr.  Balmain  relative  to  this  business  ? 

A,  — ^Frequently. 

Q, — Have  you  been  offered  any  reward  for  denying  the  evidence  ? 

A, — He  cannot  ix)sitively  say  he  has,  but  something  to  the  same 
purpose.  The  night  before  the  tryal  came  on  I  was  accosted  by  a 
person,  Mary  Newton,  who  keeps  a  bakehouse,  who  said  she  hoped 
Suborning  a  that  he  was  not  going  as  an  evidence  against  that  poor  man  to 
^^^'  take  his  life.  The  deponent  said  he  did  not  believe  his  evidence 
would  affect  him  in  the  least,  as  he  never  heard  Mr.  Bond  say 
anything  respecting  the  business,  and  that  the  evidence  he  had  to 
give  lay  another  way  and  against  another  person.  She  said  for 
Jesus  Christ  do  not  give  evidence  against  them,  and  if  Mr.  Bond 
pulls  through  and  gets  clear  of  this  that  he  would  enter  a  law- 
suit against  Captain  Cameron,  and  would  undoubtedly  recover 
damages,  and  that  he  (Bond)  was  a  very  good  man,  and  she  would 
pass  her  word  that  everyone  of  us  should  be  well  rewarded,  and 
that  several  other  persons  had  spoken  to  him  to  deny  what  he  had 
before  said. 


The  chief 

mate's 

evidence. 


Mr.  Byers,  chief  mate  of  the  Barwell,  being  duly  sworn  : — 

Q,  by  Prosecutor, — Relate  to  the  Court  what  you  know  respect- 
ing a  mutiny  on  board  the  Barwell  subsequent  to  the  20th  March  ] 
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A — On  the  24tfa,  between  the  hours  of  3  and  4  in  the  evening,       1798 
we  were  disturbed  by  a  noiae  in  the  soldiers'  apartment,  owing  to     20  Aug. 
a  quarrel  between  Hallam  and  Murray.    They  were  ordered  upon 
deck  by  their  commanding  officer,  which  they  refused  to  do.     He 
(the  commanding  officer)  then  ordered  the  sergeant  and  corporal 
to  bring  them  up,  which  they  neglected  to  do.     The  deponent  was 
then  ordered  by  Captain  Cameron  to  send  them  up,  which  the 
deponent  did.     The  commanding  officer,  Mr.  Bailey,  ordered  the 
soldiers  to  be  paraded  without  their  arms.     This,  likewise,  they 
refused  to  do.     The  soldiers  in  general  then  said  that  they  would  Hutinous 
come  up  with  their  arms,  but  after  some  hesitation  the  whole  of  ^  ^^^ 
them  that  were  below  came  up  without  their  arms.     Hallam  and 
Murray  were  ordered  by  their  commanding  officer  to  be  put  in  irons 
with  Patrick  Welch,  then  a  soldier,  and  ordered  into  the  orlop 
among  the  convicta     Murray,'  on  going  down  the  ladder,  made 
use  of  this  expression,  "  That  if  they  were  all  of  his  mind  every 
man  would  be  put  down  there." 

Q.  by  Prosecutor, — Do  you  recollect  having  heard  Hallam  say 
to  Ensign  Bailey  that  he  had  robbed  him,  which  he  had  no  right 
to  do? 

A, — He  does  not  recollect  those  expressions. 

Q, — Do  you  recollect  anything  respecting  a  pack  of  cards  which  Card- 
Mr.  Bailey  took  from  ye  prisoner  Hallam,  as  he  was  playing  with  ^  ^  "*^' 
them  contrary  to  Mr.  BaUey's  express  order,  and  Mr.  Bailey  hove 
them  overboard  ? 

A. — He  does  recollect  that  circumstance,  which  reminds  him  of 
the  former  question  respecting  Hallam's  saying  Mr.  Bailey  had 
robbed  him,  for  he  now  recollects  Hallam's  saying  to  Mr.  Bailey 
that  he  had  robbed  him. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect,  that  in  consequence  of  that  expression  of 
the  pris'r  Hallam  said  to  Mr.  Bailey,  that  the  ship's  irons  were 
ordered,  in  order  to  confine  Hallam  for  it,  and  that  a  rumour  spread 
aroonff  the  soldiers  in  general  below  that  he  was  immediately  to  be  The  eoidlen 

.?,..,,°  ,  .  1  £xi  threaten  to 

punished,  which,  by  several  expressions  made  use  of,  they  were  use  foroc. 
determined  to  resist  by  force  ? 

A — He  does  recollect  it. 

Q.  by  John  Murray, — Do  you  know  or  recollect  whether  he  had  Croesk 
any  falling  out  with  Wm.  Hallam  on  that  day  ?  T^nl^r!'^ 

A, — He  does  recollect  a  quarrel  with  Hallam  in  consequence  of 
a  game  at  cards. 

Q. — Was  I  the  person  that  was  playing  at  cards  with  Wm. 
Hallam,  or  did  you  ever  know  me  play  at  cards  on  board  the  ship? 

A — He  did  not  see  him  play  at  cards  at  any  time  on  board  the 
ship. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  desire  me  to  ccme  up  on  that  day,  and  did  I 
resist? 
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i7B6  A — ^I  did  deflire  70a  to  oome  up  on thatday,  and  yon  did  reskt, 

20  Aug.     ^^^  1  ^^  70a  that  if  70a  continaed  to  resist  I  would  have  70a 

brought  op  by  a  rope's  end,  and  when  70a  was  at  the  bottom  of  the 

ladder  you  still  continued  to  resist  coming  np. 

^iminedby      C-  ^^  ProsecutoT. — ^Did  Eosigu  Baile7,  before  70a  went  down 

proaecutor.   below  or  afterwards,  point  out  to  70U  an7  danger  in  going  at  that 

time  among  the  soldiers? 

A, — ^He  does  not  recollect  an7  expreflsions  of  that  kind. 
Q,  by  Court, — At  the  time  70U  went  down,  was  Hallam  and 
Murra7  sober  or  drunk  f 

A. — ^They  were  both  a  little  intoxicated. 

Q, — Do  you  know  anything  particular  respecting  Belloe  and 
Nevil,  the  other  two  prisoners  ? 

A, — Respecting  Belloe,  he  was  confined  in  the  orlop  deck,  on 
suspicion  of  conyeying  letters  to  the  conyicts  from  Mr.  Bond  ;  with 
respect  to  Neyil,  he  has  nothing  to  say. 

Evideniw  of  J L ,  a  convict^  being  duly  sworn  : — 

Q'^  by  Prosecutor. — ^Did  Mr.  Bond  eyer  desire  you,  if  you  saw 
Belloe,  to  tell  him  to  be  sure  to  deny  anything  he  might  haye  said 
to  the  captain  that  was  prejudicial  to  him  (Mr.  Bond)  when  he 
was  brought  to  tryal,  for  that  nothing  could  injure  him  (Belloe) 
if  he  persisted  in  denying  it  ? 

A — Mr.  Bond  said  to  me  if  I  could  see  Belloe  to  let  him  know 
whateyer  he  had  said  concerning  Mr.  Bond  to  Captain  Cameron, 
to  saye  himself  from  punishment,  to  deny  it  when  he  came  to  Botany 
Bay,  for  that  nothing  could  injure  him,  the  said  Belloe. 

Q, — Haye  you  been  applied  to  by  any  person  to  deny  the 
evidence  you  had  formerly  giyen  relatiye  to  this  business,  or 
offered  any  fee  or  other  encouragement  for  so  doing  directly  or 
indirectly  1 

A — He  neyer  has. 

Q,  by  ifie  Court, — Had  you  any  conyersation  with  Belloe  in 
consequence  of  this  conversation  with  Mr.  Bond  t 

A, — ^I  had  not. 

^^^>Je  W T-^ ,  convict,  being  duly  sworn : — 

Q.  by  Prosecutor, — Do  you  know  the  prisoner  at  the  Bar,  John 
Murray  % 

A^l  do. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  Welch  say  to  Murray,  when  they  were 
linked  together  as  prisoners  in  the  orlop  deck,  that  if  this  basioess 
bad  not  been  found  out,  that,  by  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Bond  and 
the  soldiers,  they  would  have  done  the  business  ? 

A — I  never  did. 

Q, — Have  you  been  applied  to  by  any  person  to  deny  the 
evidence  you  formerly  swore  to  before  Mr.  Balmain  % 


THB  BAKWELL  MUTIKY.  463 

A — ^Never.  1798 

Q.  by  Wm,  HaUam. — Have  yoa  not  received  in  part  payment     20x119. 
from  Simon  Lord  fi?e  ddlars  to  oome  forward  against  the  soldiers 
by  order  of  Captain  Cameron  f 

A, — ^I'have  received  from  Sim<m  Lord,  by  order  of  Captain 
Camenm,  sixteen  dollars  and  one  shilling,  upon  account  of  having 
done  Captain  Cameron's  work  to  the  value  of  twenty  shillings.  I 
offered  to  do  him  the  remainder  of  ye  work,  and  Captn.  Cameron 
told  me  not  to  mind  it,  as  it  made  no  difference  between  him  and 
me,  for  that  he  made  me  a  present  of  the  remainder  to  stidc  true 
to  my  test,  and  that  he  would  make  me  a  present  of  a  further  sum 
of  MO  and  a  free  passage  home,  provided  I  would  stick  true  to  brib^^r^  ^' 
him  to  prosecute  Mr.  Bond.  The  deponent  told  him  at  that  time 
that  he  considered  himself,  tho'  a  King^s  prisoner,  upon  the  land  of 
freedom  and  liberty ;  that  he  was  neither  obligated  to  say  or  swear 
anything  that  was  improper  to  save  his  own  life,  and  he  should 
now  do  as  his  knowledge  led  him  to  do,  as  he  was  not  now  on 
board  his  sh^>.  The  deponent  further  says  that  he  did  not  go  on 
board  his  ship,  nor  had  he  any  oonversatum  with  him  for  some 
time  after,  until  he  met  him  between  Mr.  Balmain's  house  and  a 
house  now  building  for  Mr.  Moore,  and  Captain  Cameron  then 

said  to  him,  '*  T ,  my  lad,  do  not  fail  sticking  true  to  me, 

otherwise  I  lose  my  cause,  and  Mr.  Bond  will  bring  me  in  a  great 
sum  of  money  damages." 

The  Court  having  taken  into  consideration  the  testimony  of 

W T (the  last  evidence)  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that 

no  confidence  be  placed  on  it,  as  being  diametrically  opposite  to  an  Untnist- 

affidavit  sworn  to  by  the  said  W T before  Wm.  Bal-  J^^Jeme. 

main,  Esq're,  which  affidavit  was  read  in  Court;  and  the  Court 

are  further  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  aforesaid  W 

T shall  be  committed  to  his  Majesty's  prison,  to  be  brought 

to  tryal  at  the  next  Criminal  Court  for  perjury. 

The  Court  adjourned  to  Thursday y  23rd  August 

Mr.  Roger  Simpson  appeared  in  Court,  and  was  reprimanded  by 
the  President  for  not  attending  the  precept  of  the  Governor  and 
Vice-Admiral  to  sit  as  a  member  of  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court 
In  consequence  o/tfis  indisposition  of  a  member  of  the  Cowt  they 
adjourned  untU  the  24th. 

The  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  being  dosed,  the  The  defence. 
prisoners  were  put  on  their  defence. 

Q.  by  Hallam,* — Do  you  recollect  the  substance  of  apian  which 
John  Young  proposed  to  you  about  three  or  four  weeks  prior  to 
the  Barwell's  arrival  at  Port  Jackson,  for  the  purpose  of  his 

^  *  There  it  nothing  in  the  MS.  to  show  to  whom  thit  question  wm  addraBsed-^Appuentlir 
tothehetwftncM. 
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1708      effecting  a  pardon,  as  also  a  passage  to  England,  provided  ycfo 
ao  Aug*,     ftcted  in  conjunction  with  him  ? 

A — I  do  recollect  it ;  as  near  as  I  can  call  to  mind  it  was  aboat 
three  weeks  before  our  arrival  at  Port  Jackson.  Young,  who  slept  in 
the  hospital  part  of  the  ship,  as  well  as  the  deponent,  called  me  to 
his  hammock  before  he  Young  was  up,  and  told  me  that  if  I  would 
be  lulled  by  him  I  might  get  a  free  pardon  when  he  got  to  Botany 
Bay ;  the  deponent  asked  Young  what  it  was  that  he  was  to  do. 
Conoocting  Some  other  people  being  in  the  hospital,  they  agreed  to  go  rxpm 
mutiny^  ^  deck,  and  in  about  half-an-hour  they  met  in  the  waist  of  the  ship, 
and  he  there  proposed  to  me  that  I  should  inform  the  detain  that 
I  overheard  the  soldiers  conspiring  together  (or  words  to  that  effect) 
to  murder  the  captain  and  the  rest  of  the  officers  and  himself  (John 
Young).  The  deponent^  on  informing  him  he  had  never  heard 
such  conversation,  "  Ay,  you  fool,"  says  John  Young,  "  you  will 
get  a  free  pardon  when  you  get  to  Botany  Bay,  if  you  will  say  sa" 
The  deponent  told  Young  that  he  would  consider  of  it.  Young 
spoke  to  the  deponent  several  times  on  the  same  business,  and  the 
deponent  always  replied  he  would  consider  of  it.  The  deponent  did 
not  intend  to  take  any  notice  of  it  to  the  captain  until  his  airiTa) 
at  Botany  Bay,  but  the  deponent  found  that  by  some  means  or 
other  it  had  reached  Captain  Cameron's  ears,  in  consequence  of 
which  deponent  wrote  a  letter  to  Captain  Cameron,  informing  him 
of  the  several  conversations  that  had  passed  between  himself  and 
Young. 

Aoonvict*8  J W L ,  a  conWct,  beiniF  duly  sworn  : — • 

evidence.  ,  >  o         ^ 

Q.  by  Prisr,  Hallam, — Do  you  recollect  ever  having  heard  John 
Young  say  that  Captain  Cameron  had  not  only  promised  to  procure 
for  him  the  said  John  Young  a  free  pardon  and  also  a  passage  to 
England,  provided  he  (Young)  came  foiward  against  Mr.  Bond 
and  the  soldiers  ? 

A, — He  does,  and  that  frequently,  during  his  conversation  with 
John  Young. 

Q, — Have  you  not  repeatedly  heard  him,  whilst  making  out  the 
journals  for  Captain  Cameron,  testify  what  you  have  now  advanced! 

A. — He  has  frequently  heard  him. 

Q,  by  the  Court, — Did  this  evidence,  from  any  circumstances 
that  came  within  your  own  knowledge,  know  whether  Young's 
accusation  of  the  soldiers  was  just  or  unjust  ? 

A. — He  cannot,  from  his  own  knowledge,  say  whether  they 
were  just  or  not. 

J B f  convict,  being  duly  sworn  :— 


Q, — Do  you  recollect. going  on  board  of  the  Barwell  on  or  abont 
the  latter  end  of  June  last  respecting  some  rope-yams  for  your 
hammock,  which  Thomas,  the  quarter-master,  supplied  you  with  \ 
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A. — He  reooUecU  going  on  board  about  that  time.  1793 

Q, — Do  you  recollect  on  that  occasion  having  any  conversation     20  Aug. 
with  John  Young  9 

A. — I  do ;  on  going  on  board  the  Harwell  I  went  between  decks, 
and  there  I  saw  John  Young.  Deponent  asked  Young  if  he  was 
not  coming  on  shore.  Young  replied  no,  neither  did  he  expect  to 
come  on  shore  at  all ;  deponent  asked  him  the  reason  why;  Young 
told  him  that  Gaptn.  Cameron  was  using  his  influence  with  the 
Governor  on  his  (Young's)  behalf  for  permission  to  go  home  to  be 
an  evidence  against  Mr.  Bond,  the  soldlicr  officer;  at  the  same  time 
Young  observed  to  the  deponent  that  if  he  (the  deponent)  would  a  deep  laid 
be  directed  by  him  he  might  also  get  liis  pardon ;  deponent  asked 
him  in  what  way ;  Young  told  him  that  if  he  would  go  to  Mr. 
Bore,  the  Judge- Advocate,  and  tell  him  that  Mr.  Bond  was  going 
to  take  the  ship  by  the  assistance  of  the  soldiers  and  ye  pHsoners, 
that  he  made  no  doubt  but  he  would  make  interest  with  Captain 
Cameron  to  obtain  a  pardon  also  for  him  ^the  deponent),  who  then 
observed  to  Young  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  business  relative 
either  to  the  soldier  officer  or  the  prisoners;  at  the  same  time 
Young  observed  to  dept.  that  he  knew  as  much  of  the  business. 
as  he  (Young)  knew  of  it ;  dept.  tben  asked  Young  how  he  could 
think  of  going  on  with  such  a  piece  of  business,  and  Young  replied 
that  provided  he  got  his  pardon  it  was  all  he  wanted. 

Q.  by  Court, — Whei^  this  conversation  took  place  between 
deponent  and  Yoang,  were  any  persons  present  ? 

A. — He  thinks  there  was  no  person  present 

John  Brown,  private  of  New  South  Wales  Corps,  being  duly  John 

•,»o.,.i  .  Brown'g 

sworn :—  evidenca. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  the  substance  of  a  conversation  which 
passed  between  you  and  John  Broadbent  on  or  about  a  fortnight 

ago] 

A — He  does.  The  deponent  keeps  a  bakehouse,  and  Broadbent 
is  a  customer  of  his ;  that  deponent  asked  him  what  could  be  the 
meaning  of  such  disturbance  on  board  the  Barwell,  and  what  mis- 
conduct there  had  been  there.  Broadbent  replied  that  there  was 
a  suspicion  that  the  prisoners  were  going  to  take  the  ship,  Dept.  Siwpicions 
asked  him  if  the  soldiers  were  not  also  suspected.  Broadbent  ooDBpincy. 
replied  that  they  were.  Deponent  asked  Broadbent  if  he  really 
thought  that  the  soldiers  and  prisoners  were  combined  together 
for  that  purpose.  He  replied  that  he  really  thought  they  had 
no  such  intention.  He  said  the  troops  were  a  set  of  dvil,  well- 
behaved  men,  and  knew  very  little  of  the  military  duties,  except 
two  or  three  old  soldiers  on  board,  and  that  he  was  much  surprised 
at  the  usuage  they  had  received  on  board,  for  that  he  knew  the 
duty  of  a  soldier  himself,  and  he  really  believed  that  Mr.  Bond 
^^i  the  troops  were  as  innocent  as  a  child  unborn  of  what  was 

VOL.  Ill — 2  G 
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17f6      laid  to  their  charge^  and  be  positivelj  declared  to  him  (the  depo- 
2DAag.     nent)  that  he  had  not  a  wonl  to  Bay  against  either  Mr.  Bond  or 
the  soldiers.     He  further  said  that  he  had  some  promise  xuade 
to  him,  and  that  he  expected  to  return  in  the  Barwell  to  Europe. 
RewAtdfl  for  The  deponent  asked  him  what  reason  he  had  to  expect  to  retuni 
evidence.      ^  ^^  Barweli,  having  so  shortly  arrived  in  the  comitrj.    Broad- 
hent  replied  Captain  Cameron  had  promised  to  be  a  ixi&od  to  him 
and  take  him  home  with  him,  as  he  (Broadbent)  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal evidences  that  Captain  Cameron  meant  to  call  on  the  t^4 
and  that  Captain  Cameron  had  repeatedly  made  use  of  Uioae  words 
to  him  on  shore. 

Q, — Do  you  recollect  the  substance  of  a  oenveraation  which 
took  place  between  you  and  Jdbn  Broadbent  on  the  22nd  inst  t 

A. — He  does.  About  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  that  day 
Broadbent  came  into  deponent's  bakehouse  and  said  good  moro- 
ing,  which  the  deponent  did  not  return,  but  he  asked  him  if  he 
Beiiabmty  was  not  a  pretty  feUow.  Broadbent  asked  him  for  why.  Deponent 
Broadbenfs  replied  respecting  the  evidence  he  had  given  in  Court  after  the 
evidence,  conversation  that  had  passed  between  them  a  few  days  before  at 
deponent's  house.  Broadbent  said  what  he  had  done  he  was  oUiged 
to  do,  as  he  had  sworn  it  before.  Deponent  asked  him  how  he 
could  be  such  a  perjured  villain  ta  swear  against  an  innocent  man 
whom  he  had  but  a  few  days  before  dediured  the  innocence  ot 
Deponent  said  he  would  make  this  conversation  known  to  the 
Court.  Broadbent  said  that  if  he  had  known  as  much  at  that 
time  as  he  did  then  he  would  have  seen  the  Court  damned  before  i 
he  would  have  gone  near  it,  for  that  he  would  have  gone  in  the  | 
bush.  Deponent  immediately  demanded  payment  of  what  vas 
-due  to  him,  and  told  Broadbent  to  go  away  from  his  premises. 

Q,  by  Gourt — Was  there  any  person  present  either  at  that  or  I 
^second  conversation  with  Broadbent  f  I 

A — Samuel  Bishop  was  at  the  first,  and  Thomas  Turner  at  the 
second  conversation. 

A  convicfa  S—  B ,  a  convict,  being  duly  sworn  : — 

evidence. 

Q.  by  OouH, — Do  you  recollect  a  conversation  that  passed 
between  John  Brown  and  John  Broadbent  ? 

A* — He  does.  He  (the  deponent)  went  into  John  Brown'a 
housoy  and  John  Broadbent  was  there.  That  Broadbent  said  this 
Judge  would  be  a  friend  to  him  as  long  as  he  was  in  the  countryt 
and  Captain  Cameron,  also^  with  the  proviso  that  he  would  stick 
to  what  he  had  said  He  said  that  the  soldiws  were  all  a  parcel 
4)f  very  quiet  men,  and  that  he  did  not  see  that  Mr.  Bond  was  in 
any  ifoudt,  for  that  he  was  as  innocent  as  a  child  unborn  of  vhat 
was  laid  to  his  charge,  but  that  if  he  would  persist  in  what  he  bsdi 
jMud  Captain  Cameron  would  provide  him  a  passage. 
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Thomas  Tnniw,  New  South  Wales  Corps,  hemg  duly  sworn  :-^      vm 
Q. — Do  jou  recollect  a  oonversation  that  passed  between  John     20  Ang, 
Brown  and  John  Broadbent  on  the  22nd  inst.  ?  hmmbm 

A, — ^He  does.  He  went  into  John  Brown's  bakdliottse  to  get  JJS"*'' 
some  bread,  and  Broadbent  was  there  telling  John  Brown  that  he 
had  nothing  to  say  against  any  of  the  soldiers  nor  against  Mr. 
Bond  nether,  for  that  he  believed  him  to  be  as  innocent  as  the 
child  unborn,  and  as  good  a  gentleman  as  was  on  the  ground. 
John  Brown  asked  him  why  he  swore  such  things  against  the 
soldiers,  who  n^lied  that  he  was  obliged  so  to  do.  Jno.  Brown 
said  that  no  penon  was  obliged  to  swear  falsely,  and  Broadbent 
replied  that  if  he  had  have  known  at  that  time  as  much  as  he 
then  knew  he  would  hare  seen  the  Court  damned  first,  and  that 
he  would  have  gone  into  the  bush.  John  Brown  desired  Broad- 
bent to  take  his  things  with  him  and  go  off  the  premises. 

W C y  conyict,  being  duly  sworn  : — 

Q. — ^Was  you  not  chained  to  Broadboit  on  board  the  Barwell  A  ponvict's 
kr  eight  months,  and  did  you  ever  during  such  your  state  of  con-  *^^^^ 
finement  hear,  or  did  you  ever  see^  the  priaonos  at  the  Bar  carry 
on  any  correspondence  exciting  or  tending  to  excite  any  commo- 
tion in  the  ship  ? 

A. — He  never  did. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  observe  or  perceive  the  soldiers  wish  to  seise 
upon  the  ship  or  to  murder  the  of&cers  1 

A.  — He  never  heard  any  such  thing  among  the  soldiers.  ^ormt 

Q.  by  Pro$eeuior, — Had  you  an  opportunity  of  being  frequently  ^ni^nM^. 
with  the  soldiers  to  know  what  th^  intentions  was  9 

A. — ^He  had  no  communication  with  any  of  the  soldiers  except 
when  they  were  on  duty. 

Q.  by  Cawrk — Could  any  conversation  pass  between  any  of  the 
prisoners  at  ye  bar  and  Broadbent  without  his  hearing  it  9 

A — No  conversation  could  pass  without  his  knowledge. 

Q, — ^Was  you  chained  to  Broadbent  during  your  passage  from 
the  Cape  to  Fort  Jackson  ? 

A. — He  was. 

The  evidence  being  closed,  and  the  Court  having  taken  into  their 
serious  consideration  every  part  thereof,  are  of  opinion  that  the 
prisrs.  are  not  guilty  of  any  part  of  the  charges  exhibited  against 
tbem. 

Adjourned  to  Monday^  the  27th.* 

Mr.  (xeorge  Bond  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  the  Court  proceeded  Trial  of 
totiyal.  £Sr 

Read  certain  papers  in  open  Court,  No.  3, 4,  5,  6,  7t 

*  After  seven]  adjoamments,  the  Ckmrt  met  for  the  trial  of  Ensign  Bond. 
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1708       Mr.  John  Thomas  Sharpe,  surgeon  of  the  Barwell,  was  called,  wbo 
20  Auff.  being  duly  sworn : — 

Evidence  of       Q.  by  ProsecutoT, — Relate  to  the  Court  what  passed  relatiye  to 
the  surgeon,  j^^  prisoner  at  the  bar  on  the  24th  March^  when  he  was  in  tbe 
steerage  f 

A — I  was  making  up  some  medicine  in  the  steerage,  and  Mr. 
Bond  opened  his  cabin  door,  and  called  to  a  man  of  Uie  name  of 
Welch,  who  was  sitting  at  the  further  part  on  his  box,  near  tlie 
ladder  leading  to  the  quarter-deck ;  Welch  did  not  hear  him  the 
first  time,  on  which  Mr.  Bond  called  him  rather  louder ;  the  other 
soldiers  likewise  called  Welch,  on  which  he  (Welch)  went  to  Mr. 
Bond,  and  several  of  the  soldiers  followed  him  ;  Mr.  Bond  spoke 
very  low  to  the  soldiers — they  were  close  round  him — ^for  some 
time ;  the  deponent  having  finished  the  medicines,  he  leant  over  a 
hammock,  and  he  heard  Mr.  Bond  tell  the  soldiers  that  it  was  not 
the  time  then  to  make  a  mutiny  or  attempt  anything,  and  further 
told  them  that  they  had  better  stop  till  the  man  was  punished,  for 
then  it  would  be  time  enough ;  immediately  upon  hearing  the  above 
expressions  he  went  up  to  the  quarter-deck  and  reported  the  same 
to  Captain  Cameron  and  Mr.  Byers,  chief  mate,  for  they  were 
both  together. 

Q, — Do  you  verily  believe  that  these  words  were  spoken  by  Mr. 
Bond  with  a  view  to  instigate  a  revolt  in  order  to  commit  a  piracy 
with  the  soldiers  ? 
^^^j  A, — Certainly  ;  when  I  went  down,  on  going  along  the  quarter- 
the  soldiers,  deck,  he  observed  Hallam,  a  private,  and  a  prisoner  walking  very 
hard  to  and  fro  and  looking  down  to  the  soldiers'  berths,  and  going 
down  the  ladder  he  heard  a  very  great  confusion  below,  and  particu- 
larly Welch,  who  said  he  would  not  have  the  man  punished,  and 
the  other  soldiers  were  of  the  same  opinion;  immediately  after 
Mr.  Bond  called  Welch,  and  the  conversation  as  above  stated  then 


Q, — Do  you  recollect  having  heard  in  a  day  or  two  after  of  any 
information  having  been  given  that  Mr.  Bond  had  drop'd  a  letter 
down  one  of  the  air-scuttles  leading  to  the  orlop-deck,  and  by  whom 
such  information  was  given  ? 

A, — Deponent  understood  such  information  was  given  by  John 
Young. 
Buppi-easion       Q. — Was  you  present  at  a  meeting  called  by  me  for  the  purpose 
muSny.        of  considering  the  proper  steps  to  be  taken  to  suppress  the  disturb- 
ances among  the  soldiers  and  convicts  ? 
A, — He  was. 

Q, — Did  you  verily  believe  from  the  different  informations  then 
received  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  ship, 
to  prevent  piracy  and  revolt,  to  take  the  steps  that  I*  did,  by  con- 
fining the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  as  well  as  some  of  the  soldiers  ? 

*  Captain  Cameron. 
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A. — ^Appearances  were  so  dangerous  at  that  time  that  it  required      1796 
every  exertion  to  he  used  for  the  safety  of  the  ship.  20  Aug. 

Q,  by  Prisoner. — Have  you  not  repeatedly  said  you  would  resign  -nje  obtain 
your  charge  of  surgeon  of  the  Barwell,  as  Captain  Cameron  with-  and  the 
held  from  you  the  wine  and  other  medical  stores  I  «MK«on. 

A. — He  never  has  said  so. 

Q, — In  what  part  of  the  ship  was  you  at  the  time  this  dispute 
happened  between  the  soldiers  respecting  Hallam's  being  punished, 
and  do  you  mean  to  say  you  was  present  ? 

A. — I  was  at  the  medicine-chest  in  the  steei*age. 

Q. — Did  you  at  any  time  say  that  John  Davis  was  out  of  his  ^jk- 
mind  at  the  time  of  his  death  ?  ^Mbhe" 

A — I  never  did  say  that  John  Davis  was  out  of  his  mind  at  the  P'^ner. 
time  of  his  death. 

Q. — Describe  the  manner  which  the  soldiers  and  myself  were 
ironed? 

A. — ^He  never  saw  Mr.  Bond  ironed. 

Q, — Do  you  mean  to  say  I  was  not  in  irons  I 

A. — He  does  not  mean  to  say  so. 

Ensign  Bailey,  N.S.  W.  Corps,  being  duly  sworn : —  Ensign 

Q.  by  Prosecutor, — ^Was  you  present  at  a  meeting  held,  in  order  SiS^cc. 
to  deliberate  the  best  mode  to  be  taken  in  order  to  suppress  the 
disturbances  in  the  ship,  on  the  25th  or  26th  March ) 

JL — I  was  present  at  a  meeting  held  on  board  the  ship  for  that 
purpose. 

Q. — Do  you  believe  that  the  steps  taken  in  consequence  of  that 
meeting,  from  the  information  then  had,  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  ship,  and  to  prevent  revolt  and 
piracy,  to  take  the  steps  we  then  did  1 

A — To  prevent  revolt,  I  think  the  steps  then  taken  were 
necessary. 

Q.  hy  Prisoner. — Did  you  at  any  time  hear  Mr.  Sharpe  say  he 
would  resign  his  charge  of  surgeon  to  the  Barwell  ? 

A. — He  has  heard  him  make  use  of  language  to  that  effect 

Mr.  Byers,  chief  mate  of  the  Barwell,  being  duly  sworn  : —       Evidence  of 
Q.  hy  Prosecutor, — Do  you  recollect  on  the  24th  March,  at  the  mate.  ^ 
time  ye  soldiers  were  paraded  on  ye  quarter-deck,  to  have  seen 
Mr.  Bond  come  upon  the  ladder  leading  to  the  quarter-deck,  and 
what  did  Mr.  Bailey  say  to  him  on  that  occasion  ? 

A, — He  remembers  seeing  Mr.  Bond  at  one  time  on  the  ladder, 
and  at  another  time  on  that  day  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  he  Bond 
was  ordered  down  by  Mr.  Bailey,  who  told  him  that  if  he  did 
not  go  immediately  he  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  placing  a 
centinel  over  hinu 


470  HISTORICAL  BECOSBS  01'  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

1708  Q. — Do  you  believe,  from  the  situation  of  the  ship  atthat  tame, 

20  Aug.     ^^^^  ^^-  Bond  came  upon  the  quarter-4eck  to  spur  the  soldien  to 
a  revolt,  and  with  an  intention  to  commit  piracy  ! 

-4. — He  certainly  doet*. 

Q. — Do  you  believe  that  the  steps  taken  on  board  the  BarweU, 
namely,  the  close  confinement  of  the  pris(mer  at  the  Bar  and 
others,  were  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent  piracy  and  Uood- 
shedl 

Al — He  thinks  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  put  the  ptisoner 
under  close  confinement. 
CroBs-  Q'  ^y  Prisoner, — Did  I  make  use  of  any  expressions  or  qieak 

"S^^mato'  *^  ^^^  person  when  I  came  on  deck  ? 

A, — You  did  not. 

Q,  by  Court, — What  induced  Mr.  Byers  to  conceive  Mr.  Bond 
had  an  intention  to  stir  people  up  to  piracy  and  murder  f 

J. — From  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Sharpe,  and  Mr.  Bond  appearing 
upon  deck  contrary  to  orders. 

Q, — Was  that  at  the  time  the  soldiers  were  parading  on  the 
quarter-deck  1 

A. — At  the  time  Mr.  Bond  attempted  to  come  on  the  quarter- 
deck it  was  ] 

Q,  by  Fri807ier. — Did  the  soldiers  at  that  time  parade  without 
arms? 

A— They  did. 

Evidence  of      Mr.  TumbuU,  2nd  mate  of  the  Barwell,  being  duly  sworn  :— 

n»t«-  Q,  by  Prosecutor, — Do  you  recollect  on  the  24th  March,  at  the 

time  the  soldiers  were  parading  on  the  quarter-deck,  to  have  seen 
Mr.  Bond  come  upon  the  ladder  leading  to  the  quarter-deck,  and 
what  did  Mr.  Bailey  say  to  him  on  that  occasion  t 

A, — He  saw  him  come  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  Mr.  Bailey 
ordered  him  below. 

Q, — ^The  same  as  to  Mr.  Byers  ? 
A, — He  does. 
Q, — As  to  Mr.  Byers  1 
A. — He  certainly  does. 
Cross-  Q,  by  Prisoner. — Do  yoxi  recollect  searching  the  orlop-deck  for 

of  the  a  letter  Y 

second  mate        A.—l  do, 
p^ner.  Q, — Did  you  make  use  of  any  threats  at  that  time  I 

A. — I  was  desired  by  Captain  Cameron  to  go  down  in  search  of 
a  letter.  He  went  to  the  berth  underneath  the  scuttle,  where  the 
letter  was  said  to  have  been  dropt,  and  he  questioned  the  persons 
that  slept  in  that  berth  concerning  it,  when  they  positively  denied 
it.  Dept.  told  them  it  was  much  better  to  bring  it  forwajrd,  or  it 
would  fare  worse  with  the  whole  of  them.  The  next  day  the  letter 
was  acknowledged.     That  is  the  whole  that  passed. 
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Q. — Do  you  reoollect  any  punishment  inflicted  in  order  to  compel      1796 
ye  conTicts  to  acknowledge  snch  letter  )  20  Aug. 

A — He  does  not. 

Q, — Describe  to  ye  Court  the  manner  in  which  the  sddiers  and 
myself  were  ironed  f 

A — I  never  saw  you  in  irons. 

Q. — Do  you  mean  to  say  I  was  not  in  irons  1 

A — I  believe  you  was  in  irons,  but  I  never  saw  you. 

Q. — Did  the  soldiers  come  upon  deck  with  or  without  arms  on 
ye  24tfa  March  ? 

A, — Without  arms. 

Q.  hy  Court. — ^The  same  as  to  Mr.  Byersl  Croes- 

A — By  his  coming  upon  deck  when  the  ship  was  in  that  alarm-  ^!^°^ 
ing  state  and  breaking  his  arrest.  Court 

Q. — The  same  as  to  Mr.  Byersf 

A — It  was. 

Q. — Had  Mr.  Bond  any  arms  when  he  came  on  deck,  or  had  he 
any  that  he  might  have  got  at  when  below  t 

A — He  had  none  that  he  observed  when  he  came  on  the  (quarter- 
deck,  but  cannot  say  what  he  might  have  below. 

Mr.  Dore,  Judge- Advocate,  being  duly  sworn  : —  Judge- 

Q.  by  Prosecutor, — Do  you  recollect  a  meeting  being  called  to  i^'s 
consider  the  proper  steps  to  be  taken  in  order  to  quell  ye  disturb-  *    *°^* 
ances  on  board  the  Barwell  on  the  25th  or  26th  of  March  1 

A. — Perfectly  welL 

Q. — ^From  the  information  then  received,  do  you  think  it  was 
absolutely  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent  piracy  and  murder,  and  for 
the  preservation  of  the  ship,  that  the  steps  then  taken,  namely,  the 
close  confinement  of  Mr.  Bond  and  others,  should  be  put  in  force  ? 

A. — Such  was  the  sense  of  that  meeting  at  which  he  attended 
as  a  member. 

Q.  by  Prieofier, — Did  you  ever  see  anything  in  my  conduct  that 
gave  you  reason  to  believe  I  intended  to  murder  ye  officers  and 
seize  upon  the  ship  ? 

A — He  never  did. 

J L ,  convict,  being  duly  sworn  : —  a  ^nvicfs 

Q,  by  Prosecutor. — Do  you  recollect  having  been  desired  to 
deliver  a  message  from  Mr.  Bond  to  Gregory  Belloe,  a  soldier, 
desiring  him  to  be  sure  to  deny  anything  he  had  said  prejudicial 
to  him  (Mr.  Bond)  when  he  was  brought  to  tryal,  for  that  nothing 
could  injure  him  (Belloe)  if  he  persevered  in  denying  it  ? 

A. — Mr.  Bond  told  me  that  if  he  could  see  Belloe  to  let  him  know 
what  he  had  said  to  Captain  Cameron  to  save  liimself  from  punish- 
ment concerning  ye  said  Mr.  Bond  to  deny  it  when  he  came  to 
Botany  Bay,  and  nothing  could  hurt  him. 
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1796  Q.-^Did  he  afterwards  enquire  whether  you  had  seen  Belloe 

20  Auj?.     respecting  his  former  message  to  him,  or  did  you  ever  hear  Mr. 
EnsiffnBo  d  ^^^  enquire  of  Carrol,  the  barber,  if  the  convicts  below  ever 
and^con-  mentioned  his  name  concerning  anything  ? 
spiratow.  A— He  has. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Bond  say  that  Carrol  informed  him 
that  all  the  informations  given  by  the  people  concerned  in  the  con- 
spiracy they  were  determined  one  and  all  to  deny  it  1 

A. — Mr.  Bond  told  me  that  the  evidence  they  had  given  was 
false,  and  they  meant  one  and  all  to  deny  it  when  they  came  to 
Botany  Bay. 

Q, — Do  you  recollect  any  circumstance  respecting  a  letter  or 
paper  dropt  down  ye  scuttle,  or  pickt  up  on  ye  orlop-deck,  or  have 
you  seen  any  person  reading  a  paper  which  they  said  they  had 
found  in  one  of  the  births  at  that  part  of  the  ship  about  ye  time 
the  disturbance  broke  out  ? 

A. — He  does  not  recollect  any  circumstance  respecting  it. 
Cross-  Q.  hy  Frisorier. — Did  you  ever  see  anything  in  my  conduct  that 

byuie"******  gav©  JOM  reason  to  believe  I  intended  to  murder  the  captain  and 
prisoner.       g^j^e  upon  the  ship  1 
A. — He  never  did. 

Q. — Relate  to  the  Court  the  manner  in  which  I  was  ironed  on 
board  the  ship? 

A, — Your  two  legs  were  ironed  about  2  inches  seperate  from 
each  other,  and  he  (the  deponent)  was  under  the  necessity  of 
lifting  him  in  and  out  of  his  cot. 

Q, — Was  there  any  convict  in  the  ship  ironed  in  the  manner  I  was? 
A, — No  one  to  my  knowledge. 

Q, — Didnot  Captain  Cameron  giveall  the  convicts  in  the  ship  wine 
when  he  withheld  it  from  me,  as  well  as  my  allowance  of  spirits  ? 
A. — He  believes  he  did. 
The  prisoner      The  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  closed.     The  evidence 
Acquitted.     ^^^  |.jjg  p^^j.^  q£  ^j^^  Crown  being  read,  and  the  Court  having  taken 
the  same  into  their  consideration,  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  not 
evidence  sufficient  to  his  conviction,  do  therefore  think  it  unneces- 
sary to  put  the  prisoner  on  his  defence,  and  do  therefore  acquit 
him  of  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge.  Bichard  Atkins, 

Registrar. 

Government  and  General  Orders. 
27  Aug.  27th  August,  1798. 

It  is  with  much  concern  and  displeasure  that  the  Governor  has 
for  some  time  past  observed  a  more  than  usual  inattention  to  the 
ReiiRious  Sabbath  Day,  and  to  the  sacred  duties  which  that  day  has  been 
o  servances.  ^^^  apart  for  the  performance  of,  that  instead  of  employing  it  as 
the  Christian  religion,  which  we  profess,  intended,  and  as  the  laws 
by  which  we  are  governed  have  positively  directed,  it  is  occupied 
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in  other  employments,  and  in  the  indulgence  of  every  abominable      1798 
act  of  dissipation.     This  must  not — shall  not,  be  siufiered.     It  is     27  Aug. 
therefore  hereby  strictly  ordered  :   That  the  overseers  of  the  dif- 
ferent gangs  do  see  their  men  mustered  every  Sunday  morning, 
as  well  as  at  all  other  proper  times  and  occasions,  and  that  they  do 
attend  them  to  church ;  that  the  superintendants  under  whose 
direction  such  gangs  are  placed  do  attend  to  the  due  execution 
of  this  Order;  that  such  gangs  as  are  employed  at  a  distance,  as  at 
Toongabbee,  the  superintendants  there  do  direct  that  two  or  more 
of  those  gangs,  according  to  the  number  he  may  have,  be  ordered 
to  attend  the  church  at  Farramatta  in  the  forenoon,  and  as  many  convict 
in  the  afternoon ;  that  the  constables  in  or  near  the  towns  of  Stlnd^ 
Sydney  and  Farramatta  do  see  that  due  attention  is  paid  to  this  church. 
Order ;  that  the  women,  who,  to  their  disgrace,  are  far  worse  than 
the  men,  be  most  strictly  looked  after  and  ordered  to  attend  divine 
service  regularly,  or  they  will  expose  themselves  to  punishment.'*' 
That  as  example  from  superiors  is  certainly  highly  effectual  in 
all  such  cases,  the  Governor  expects  that  the  officers  will  direct  Hnnter  asks 
that  a  certain  number  of  their  domestic  servants  do  attend  the  JJ^JJJ^ 
church;  and  for  the  more  punctual  and  constant  execution  of 
these  Orders  he  desires  he  may  have,  and  he  trusts  he  shall  have, 
the  assistance  of  the  whole  body  of  the  officers,  both  civil  and 
military.     He  is  convinced  that  when  it  is  well  known  that  the 
officers  will  take  notice  of  all  disobedient  and  disorderly  persons 
there  will  be  less  cause  to  complain  of  the  shameful  and  dis- 
graceful abuse  of  the  Sabbath  Day  by  the  lower  ranks  of  the 
people.     Such  assistance  from  officers  would  certainly  be  pro- 
ductive of  a  more  prompt  attention  to  Fublic  Orders  in  general,  iniittenUoii 
and  to  the  establishment  of  a  more  decent  conduct  in  the  in-  orlovf^ 
habitants  of  this  colony.  The  Governor  trusts  that  the  magistrates 
will  in  a  particular  degree  shew  their  zeal  in  compelling  a  due 
attention  to  the  meaning  of  this  Order,  and  prevent  the  opening  of 
licensed  public-houses  during  the  hours  of  divine  service,  or  any 
irregularity  in  a  day  set  apart  for  public  worship.     If  due  atten- 
tion is  not  paid  to  these  Orders,  and  such  shameful  conduct  in 
the  people  more  rigidly  looked  after,  the  Governor  is  resolved  to 
shut  up  every  public-house,  and  to  prosecute  with  the  utmost 
ngour  all  who  shaU  attempt  to  retail  strong  liquors  without  regular 
permission.  

George  Barrington.I 
The  papers  lately  asserted  that  George  Barrington  was  on  his     MAog. 
return  to  this  country,  his  time  having  expired.     The  fact  is  as 
follows:  He  arrived  at  Fort  Jackson  in  September,  1791,  and 
was  employed  on  the  Government  grounds  at  Toongabbee,  some 

,^  In  regard  to  the  prevAlent  neglect  of  divine  worship,  eee  OtHceaf  reports,  ant«,  pf . 
M3-440. 
t  Beprinted  from  the  London  ChronicU  of  28th  Angust,  1796. 
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GOYEBHOB  HmVTEE  TO  SsCRBTAItT  NePBAX. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  3rd  Sept,  1798. 

Frcnn  the  nnfortanate  kescf  a  ship  nam'd  theSydney  Cavt* 
from  Bengal,  upon  a  voyage  of  qiecolation  to  this  port^  I  had 
occasion  to  send  our  small  Colonial  schooner  and  a  de(^  kmgboat 
to  the  southward  as  far  as  latitude  40*  36'  S.  to  take  off  the  sur- 
viving crew,  and  to  save  sudi  property  as  the  above  boate  might 
be  capable  of  taking  on  board  from  the  island  on  whi<^  the  idbip 
bad  been  wreck'd. 

I  beg  their  LordshipB  may  be  informed  that  the  schooner  retained 
in  safety  with  the  master  of  the  wreck'd  ship  and  a  few  lascarS) 
but  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  having  set  in  on  the  day  of  their  leaving 
the  island,  the  longboat,  which  was  commanded  and  navigated 
by  Mr.  Armstrong,  the  master  of  the  Supply,  f oonder'd  with  all 
her  crew  and  seven  or  eight  lascars  on  bcMurd,  together  with  such 
articles  as  had  been  put  on  board  from  the  wreck. 

The  schooner  being  only  forty-two  tons  burthen,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  send  her  again  to  the  wreck.  I  took  that  opportunity  of 
ordering' Mr.  Flinders,  the  2d  lieutenant  of  the  Reliance,  with 
her,  for  the  purpose  of  making  what  observations  he  cou'd  amongst 
those  islands  relative  to  anchorage^  <fec. 

Previous  to  the  last  trip  of  the  schooner,  Mr.  Bass,  the  surgeon 
of  the  Reliance,  a  young  man  of  much  abiKty  in  various  ways 
out  of  the  line  of  his  profession,  solicited,  during  the  repairing 
of  the  Reliance,  that  he  might  be  allow'd  a  boat,  and  have  her 
man'd  from  the  King's  ships.  He  was  desirous  of  tracing  the 
coast  along  in  the  boat,  and  to  make  what  observations  he  might 
be  able  relative  to  harbours  or  anchorage.  I  fitted  out  a  good 
whaleboat  for  him,  victual'd  her,  and  man'd  to  his  wish.  He 
went  southward  along  the  ooast,  and  on  finding,  when  he  had  got 
the  length  of  Gape  Howe,  that  the  shore  indin'd  westward,  he 

*  See  Hunter  to  Portland,  6th  July,  1707.— Ante,  p.  277  and  Appendix  A. 
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contmved  to  trace  it  along  imtill  he  came  to  a  steep  and  high  1706 
promontary*  in  latitude  39*"  00'  S.  From  this  cape  IJie  land  lay  3  ^^^ 
along  W.N.W. ;  he  continued  to  steer  in  that  direction  for  about 
sixty  miles  beyond  this  headland,  where  he  found  an  extensive 
Iiarbour,  but  his  provisions  becoming  short,  and  being  at  a  very 
considerable  distance  from  Fort  Jackson,  together  with  his  boat 
becoming  leaky,  he  reeolVd  upon  returning.  He  had  at  one  time 
stretched  off  from  the  above  headland  to  the  S. W.,  untill  he  was 
in  latitude  40**  00'  S.,  but  the  wind  shifting  to  the  westward  and  Bmb  Btnit. 
blowing  strong,  he  was  obliged  to  run  for  the  land  again,  which  he 
with  d^cully  reach'd.  The  sea  rose  to  so  mountainous  a  height 
that  he  had  every  reason  to  believe  he  was  not  covered  by  any 
land  to  the  westward.  This  circumstance  corroborates  an  opinion 
which  I  ventured  to  give  from  some  observations  of  my  own — ^that 
there  was  a  probability  of  an  open  strait,  thro'  between  the 
latitudes  of  Sr  00'  S.  and  42*  00'  S.f 

To  shew  how  far  the  conjecture  I  made  may  have  been  just,  I  Hunter'B 
directed  Mr.  flinders  to  take  into  one  chart  the  observations  of  existence  of 
Mr.  Bass  and  his  own;  and  I  send  a  copy}  to  be  laid  before  ^^'^^• 
their  Lordships.     From  this  little  sketch  it  will  appear  that  the 
hi^  land  in  latitude  39*"  OO'  S.,  which  Mr.  Bass  went  round,  is 
the  southern  extremity  of  this  country,  and  that  the  land  call'd 
Van  Dieman's  is  a  group  of  islands  laying  to  the  southward  of 
that  extremity,  and  probably  leaving  a  safe  and  navigable  passage 
between ;  to  ascertain  this  is  of  some  importance.    I  am  endeavour- 
ing to  fit  out  a  deck'd  boat  of  about  fifteen  tons  burthen  for 
that  purpose,  in  which  I  propose  to  send  the  two  officers  above 
mentioned.  I  have,  ^., 

Jno.  Huntbb. 

The  Rebel-leadeb  Holt.§ 
We  are  sorry  to  mention  that  in  the  Co.  Wicklow  a  small,  but     4  Sept 
desperate,  band  of  i*ebels  stiU  continue  to  reject  the  proffered 
amnesty,  and  carry  devastation  thro'  a  part  of  that  unhappy 
country. 

On  Tuesday  last,  Captains  King  and  Mills,  of  Rathdrum,  were 
attacked  by  a  party  of  this  banditti  in  the  road  between  Arklow  The  mmtwy 
and  New  Bridge.    A  smart  action  took  place,  in  which  the  loyalists  •*****^ 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  two  of  their  men,  altho'  they  succeeded 
in  routing  the  rebels. 

The  next  day  the  same  officers,  in  scouring  the  country,  fell  in 
vith  the  rebels,  under  their  General,  Holt,  who  again  attacked 
them  and  were  again  beaten,  with  the  loss  of  four  of  their  party 

*  Vnitsm'9  Troaumiory.    See  Bees's  own  Jonnul,  ante,  pp.  818-888. 

1  Hunter,  in  his  "  Hutorioal  Jonraal/'  published  in  London,  in  Jannary,  1798  (p.  Itt), 
nprened  oie  opinlott  that  a  rerv  deep  rnlx  or  a  strait  sepuated  Van  Diemen's  Land  from 
New  Holland-    ^^  ^       r^  i~ 


t  The  chart  is  miSBin|r«    See  the  map,  reprodneed  in  Appendix  B. 
i  Beprinted  from  the  Dublin  Evenxng  Foti  of  Tuesday,  4th  Seg 
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1708      killed  (amongst  whom  was  one  Hacket,  the  second  m  command), 

4  Sept.      <^d  several  of  them  wounded.     The  remainder  fled  precipitately, 

— 7~.      leaving  their  pikes,  muskets,  ammunition,  and  horses  as  prizes 

ag«in  to  the  gallant  Rathdrum  yeomanry,  who  brought  them,  together 

beaten.        ^j^j^  Misa  Holt,  the  QenenJ's  sister,  into  the  town  of  Rathdrum. 

On  Thursday,  Mr.  Hume,  Member  for  the  Co.,  as  he  proceeded 

to  examine  the  state  of  the  country  near  his  house  at  Humewood, 

was  waylaid  by  a  detachment  of  Holt's  party,  who  fired  some 

MatMof  an  "^^^  **  ^^»  ^^^  ^^  which  passed  through  the  crown  of  his  hat. 

M.P.  The  Humewood  cavalry  immediately  went  in  pursuit  of  them,  bat 

the  rebels,  by  their  activity,  easily  eluded  their  approach,  and  fled 

into  the  bogs  and  mountains,     lliis  escape  made  the  rebels  more 

audacious,  and  on  Saturday  Holt  and  his  ruffians,  to  the  number 

of  about  100,  were  surprised  burning  houses  in  the  Glen  of  Imail 

by  a  party  of  the  89th  Regiment  from  Baltinglass;  the  rebels 

instantly  fled,  but  were  not  fortunate  enough  to  escape  the  activity 

of  the  Humewood  corps,  which,  under  Gapt.  W.  Hume,  met  them 

in  their  retreat  and  killed  several  with  muskets  in  their  hands. 

It  is  a  satisfaction,  however,  to  be  assured  that  desperate  and 
mischievoas  as  Holt*  and  his  outstanding  banditti  have  proved 
themselves,  all  their  threats  and  promises  have  not  succeeded  in 
producing  any  accession  to  their  numbers  amongst  the  repentant 
inhabitants  of  the  Co.  Wicklow  for  the  last  six  weeks. 


SeGBETART   NePEAN   to   MaJOB-GeNERAL   B0WATEB.t 

5  Sept         Sir,  5th  September,  1798. 

I  am  comm'd  by  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'ty  to 

A  K>idi«r      signify  their  direction  to  you  to  send  the  man  sentenced  |  to  serve 

to'seiTe  in    in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  by  the  first  opportunity  to  the 

cStm'^*^'    Division  at  Portsmouth,  and  to  apply  to  Adm'l  Sir  Hichard  King 

for  a  passage.  I  am,  <&a,    KK 

Memo,    by   Secretary   Nepean : — "Adm'l    Sir    Bich'd   King, 
Plymouth,  to  order  him  a  passage." — ^RN. 


GOVEBNOB   HUNTEB  TO  ThE   DuKE   OP  POBTLAND. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

7  Sept.         My  Lord  Duke,  7th  September,  1798. 

ExpeneeB  of  As  it  has  appeared  to  me  that  the  nature  and  cause  of  the 

g~jjjjj^  expences  of  this  colony  has  not  been  so  clearly  and  fully  explained 

to  your  Grace  as  I  could  have  wished,  and  that  the  Commissary's 

vouchers  for  the  expenditure  of  the  different  sums  occasionally 

*  Holt  surrendered  in  Ireland  on  the  lOth  NoTember,  1708,  and  was  respited  flroin  the  deaUi 
penalty  conditionally  on  transportation  to  New  South  Wales.  On  a  free  paidon  being  sub- 
sequently granted  to  him;  he  returned  to  Ireland  and  died  at  Kingstown  on  the  IGUi  li«) , 
1826.    See  Croker's  Memoirs  of  Joeeph  Holt,  vol.  I,  preface,  p.  xiv. 

t  Haior-Oeneral  Bowater  commanded  the  Plymouth  Division  of  Marines. 

X  Ante,  p.  298 ;  post,  p.  610. 
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drawn  for  have  not  been  so  thoroughly  investigated  as  it  would      1798 
be  pleasing  to  me  they  should  be,  I  have  endeavored  to  comprize     7  ^^gf^ 
this  necessary  information  within  as  narrow  limits  as  it  can  be 
done,  that  your  Grace  may  have  very  little  trouble  in  gaining  that 
knowledge  upon  this  subject  which  I  am  particularly  solicitous 
you  should  possess. 

I  cannot  help  being  of  opinion,  my  Lord,  that  some  pains  have 
been  taken  to  make  it  appear  to  Government  that  Norfolk  Island  Norfolk 
is  of  little  or  no  expence  to  the  Grown,  and  to  cast  the  odium  of  '**"^ 
general  expences  of  this  territory  upon  New  South  Wales  only. 
To  shew  the  fallacy  of  such  opinion,  I  have  myself  extracted  from 
the  Commisaary^s  books  (which   I  will   venture  to  assert  were 
never  so  correctly  kept  as  since  my  arrival  in  this  colony)  the 
particulars  contained  in  the  enclosed  paper,*  and  I  trust  that  this 
simple  and  fair  statement  will  prove  to  your  Grace's  satisfaction 
that,  after  all  that  has  been  said  or  imagined  of  the  importance 
of  that  island,  its  expences  are  considerable,  and  in  every  respect 
as  much  as  the  same  number  of  people  would  cost  the  Grown  Cott  of 
in  this  colony.     When  I  assert  this,  my  Lord,  I  mean  not  to  ^S^^^ 
insinuate  anything  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  management  on  Norfolk 
Norfolk  Island.      I  know  no  officer  who  is  more  capable  or 
possesses  more  zeal  and  integrity  than  Lieut.-Govemor  King,  who 
commanded  there  with  so  much  credit  to  himself  and  satis&iction 
to  me ;  but  I  can  never  admit  opinions  so  extremely  erroneous  to 
go  forth  as  that  the  expences  of  Norfolk  Island  are  trifling  and 
those  of  this  colony  enormous. 

It  happens  convenient  enough  for  the  commanding  officer  there 
that  those  expences  do  not  appear  in  bills  under  his  name,  but 
are  ordered  to  be  defrayed  by  the  Governor-in-Ghief,  and  conse- 
quently become  too  much  blended  with  his  concerns. 

I  will  take  this  opportunity  to  request  information  relative  to 
the  number  of  superintendents  and  storekeepers  allowed,  and  to  §"^2*"*?^* 
point  out  by  the  enclosed  listf  how  that  description  of  persons  store- 
is  employed.     Your  Grace  will  observe  that  if  all  the  master  ^^eepers. 
mechanics  are  meaned  to  be  reckoned  in  the  number  of  super- 
intendents, together  with  such  of  those  inferior  appointments  as 
are  found  requisite  to  be  employed  in  the  Commissary  Depart- 
ment, that  there  will  be  but  very  few  left  for  superintending  the 
agriculture,  and  not  one  to  look  after  the  Government  live  stock. 
The  numbers  now  allowed  are  the  same  as  formerly,  viz.,  twelve 
superintendents,  and  the  late  addition  of  three  storekeepers.    As 
I  am  desirous  of  keeping  strictly  within  the  number  allowed,  I 
could  wish  to  know  if  the  whole  of  the  master  mechanics  come 
within  the  description  of  superintendents  of  convicts. 

I  have,  (fee, 

Jno.  Hunter. 

^  Encloflure  No.  1.  t  Endoeore  No.  2. 
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17M  [EnclosnieNo.  1.] 

Titopt  ExpsNDiTURB,  IsT  Sbptember,  1796,  TO  SOth  Ju!re,.1798. 

A  Concise  Account  of  the  Expences  incurred  in  ye  Setil't  iiiK.S. 
Wales  between  the  Ist  of  September,  1796,  and  30th  of  June, 
1798,  making  about  1  year  and  f ,  and  for  which  bills  mist  be 
drawn  by  the  Governor  upon  the  Lords  of  the  Treasniy:— 
The  whole  number  in  the  colony  are  near  abont    ...  5^000  pec^e 
Of  that  nnmber  are  victoal'd  by  QovemmeDt : — 

Men        1,911 

Women  ...        ...      771 

ChQdren 680 

Companys,  his  Maj's  ships  and  Colonial  schooner  ...      17) 


Gxpendi- 
tore. 


Population. 


Cost  of 
stores  and 
labour.. 


Norfolk 
Island. 


Stores  and 
waffes. 


Whole  number  viotoal'd  by  diff't  rationB 


3,536 


Making  in  all,  full  rations       2,911 

EXPBNCES. 

Paid  for  grain  and  swine's  flesh  between  1st  Sepf  r,  1796^  £     a-  ^ 

and  90th  June,  1798          29,177    1  3 

Do.  wages  of  superintend^  and  storekeepers,  whidi  will 

be  repaid  into  the  Treasorr  by  tiie  aeent  for  the  colony  1,178  11  9 

Do.  waffea  of  the  orew  of  the  Colonial  schooner     432  14  9 

Do.  for  nir'd  artificers  during  the  above  time,  unavoidably 
employ'd  in  making  tools  of  agriealtnre  and  other 

works,  bat  who  are  now  most  of  them  discharged    ...  1,416   0  3 

Stoiea  purchased  of  various  kinds,  and  from  real  necessity  1,917  13  4 

Bum  purchased  for  the  various  neoessitys  of  Ooveniment  700   0  0 


Amount  of  the  sum  expended  between  the  above  periods ...    £34,822   1   4 
These  sums  are  excluedve  of  grain  raised  by  Uovemment,  of  which  the 
quantity  orown  Last  year  on  the  public  account  would  nearly  defray  the 
expence  of  the  whole  civil  establismnent. 

Norfolk  Island,  Onb  Year  ahd  Half. 
A  Concise  Account  of  the  Ezpenoe  incurr'd  on  this  Idmnd  betwe^ 
18th  October,  1796,  and  28th  of  April,  1798,  and  for  which 
bills  must  be  drawn  by  the  Govemor-in-Chief : — 
The  whole  number  of  people  on  the  island  are  about  890,  of  which  nuaiber 
are  victnal'd  by  <jh>vemmeBt :  Men,  women,  and  children,  500  full  R. 
Paid  for  grain  and  swine*s  flesh,  between  18th  Octr.,  1796,  £      &  d. 

and  28th  of  April,  1798 8,507   4  6 

Wheat  sent  from  Port  Jackson  *     1,115    0  0 

Wages  paid  to  the  free  men  employ'd  by  the  commanding 

offioers  for  navigating  the  dedL*d  boat  to  Port  Jackson  46  16  0 

£9,669   0  6 
Exclusive  of  a  part  of  what  stores  may  be  pundiaaed  here,  and  of » 
number  of  Norfolk  Island  bilk  which  are  now  in  circulation  in  this  ookny 
upon  the  island,  which,  when  presented  to  the  Commissaiy,  must  he  con- 
solidated by  bilU  on  the  Treasury.* 

*  Note  by  Oovernor  HiinUr ;— It  wou'd  appsar  by  tiiflse  oompantlTv  stetamenli  ttst  Vv- 
folk  Islana,  In  proportion  to  its  numbers,  was  attended  with  more  expence  than  this  settto- 
ment ;  but  that  oaanot  be.  Hie}*  must  be  nearly  equal.  The  (Ufferenoe,  as  it  aniearshen, 
proceeds  from  our  issuinur  salt  provision  here,  which  is  not  token  into  the  estimaiai  wher»a 
the  whole  of  the  aaimal  food  serv'd  there  is  purohas'd  on  the  spot  and  paid  for  ttiere. 
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[Endonre  No.  2.]  lT9a 

SupSRnmKDBNTs  IN  HIS  Majkstt's   Territory  called   New     7  8«pt. 
South  Wales— -1798.  sapiriTten. 

Philip  Divine,  superintends  the  town  labour  of  Sydney.  Sydney! 

W.  Broadj,  master  blacksmith,  at  Sydney. 

J.  Bloodworth,  master  bricklayer,  at  Sydney. 

J.  Liyingston,  master  carpenter,  at  Parramatta. 

Creo.  Barrington,  superintends  the  dutys  of  the  constables 
and  takes  care  tiiat  they  duly  attend  to  the  orders  of  the 
civil  police. 

W.  Stevenson,  storekeeper,  at  Sydney. 

W.  Broughton,  storekeeper,  at  Parramatta. 

W.  Baker,  storekeeper,  at  the  Hawkesbury. 

J.  Jamison,  has  the  care  of  receiving  and  issuing  the  grain  at 
Parramatta  and  Toongabbee,  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  the  Commissary. 

R.  Fitzgerald,  superintends  the  Government  agricultural  con- 
cerns at  Toongabbee  and  Parramatta. 

Norfolk  Island.  S^SPU*** 

Norfolk 

W.  N.  Chapman,  storekeeper.  w^d. 

M.  Timms,  superintendent  of  agriculture. 

N.  Lucas,  master  carpenter. 

J.  Drummond,  attendant  beach-master. 

Bj  this  distribution  it  will  appear  that  although  the  public 
service  and  the  live  stock  becomes  veiy  considerable,  we  have  no 
person  to  look  after  them  in  particular  who  should  be  appointed 
to  that  trust 


Peter  Bashleigh  to ♦     (Banks  Papers.) 

Sir,  Southfleet,  near  Gravesend,  7th  Sept,  1798.   • 

I  am  very  sorry  that  my  absence  from  home  on  some  busi- 
ngs in  Essex  should  have  prevented  my  receiving  your  letter  till 
this  instant  on  my  return.  The  box  made  according  to  your 
directions  on  your  card  I  have  filled  with  hop  plants.  It  is  large  PUmts  for 
and  heavy  from  the  quantity  of  earth  it  contains,  but  as  you  only  waTes!^*^ 
reqaested  one  I  did  not  get  more.  I  followed  your  directions  as 
near  as  possible  in  placing  in  the  middle  some  strong  plants  which 
liad  taken  root,  and  around  them  some  cuttings  of  the  last  year, 
all  of  which  are  growing ;  but  they  have  been  a  little  affected  by 
the  blight^  tho'  I  believe  not  at  all  to  injure  the  plants.  I  will 
now  follow  any  directions  you  will  give  me  as  to  their  conveyance, 
and  will  send  them  in  my  cart  to  Gravesend  whenever  you  please 

'Ibis  letUr  ami  the  om  which  foUews  ww»  amMUMDUT  Mat  to  Lteotaft  QoTWiior 
King.  The  box  containing  the  planti  waa  intended  to  be  pfaMed  on  boaid  H.1LS.  Porpoiae. 
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1708      to  order  them.     It  will  give  me  particular  pleasure  to  be  honoured 

7  Sept     "^th  your  company  at  Southfleet  whenever  it  may  suit  your 

convenience. 

I  shall  be  absent  from  home  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  next, 
btut  on  any  other  day  I  hope  you  will  take  a  family  dinner  and  a 
bed.  I  am,  &c., 

Peter  Rashleioh. 

Peter  Rashleigh  to ♦     (Banks  Papers.) 

Sir,  Southfleet,  near  Gravesend. 

Transporta-  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I  send  you  the  exact 

San^  dimensions  of  the  box  measured  from  out  to  out — 3  feet  2  inches 
long,  2  feet  1  inch  high,  and  1  foot  8^  inches  broad.  The  box 
contains  in  the  middle  three  plants  at  equal  distances,  and  on 
each  side  four  cuttings,  which  were  put  in  with  the  rooted  plants 
in  the  spring,  and  which  are  now  all  growing,  and  have  made  good 
roots. 

Whenever  you  will  inform  me  of  the  ship's  arrival  at  Long 
Beach  or  Gravesend,  I  will  take  care  that  the  box  shall  be  sent  to 
either  place,  and  which  I  can  do  with  equal  convenience,  as  the 
distance  from  my  house  to  Gravesend  and  Greenhithe  is  nearly 
equal. 

As  it  will  give  me  particular  pleasure  to  be  of  any  use  in  this 
business  to  yourself  or  the  colony,  I  beg  you  to  present  my  comp'ts 
Sir  Joseph    to  Sir  Josh.  Banks,  and  say  that  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  be 
^*"^*"         honoured  with  any  commands  that  you  or  he  may  have. 

Perhaps  he  will  wish  to  have  a  few  more  plants,  which  will  now 
remove  well,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  them  as  you  mentioned  in 
the  pots.  If  so,  I  can  send  them  when  carefully  taken  up  in  a 
box  with  moss  or  otherwise,  as  you  or  Sir  Joseph  shall  direct,  and 
they  may  be  sent  to  town  in  a  Gravesend  boat  in  a  few  hours  after 
their  removal.  I  am,  <fec., 

Peter  Rashleigh. 

Lord  Castlereagh  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

8  Sept.         Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  8th  September,  1798. 
Convoying  a              By  the  charter-party  of  the  Minerva,  convict  ship,  now  in 
tmnsport      the  harbour  of  Cork,  she  is  to  be  convoyed  to  the  lat  28**  0'  N., 

and  18*  0'  West.  Upon  application  being  made  to  Admiral 
Kingsmill  respecting  this  convoy,  he  said  he  had  not  received  any 
directions  upon  the  subject.  I  therefore  request  you  will  take  the 
necessary  measures  for  causing  instructions  to  be  sent  as  soon  as 
possible  to  Admiral  Kingsmill  to  afford  convoy  to  the  Minerva, 
otherwise  she  must  be  detained  at  a  considerable  expence  for 
demurrage. 

*  This  letter  is  not  dated,  but  evidently  has  reference  to  the  transportation  of  plants 
per  H.fif.8.  Porpoise.  As  stated  in  the  footnote  to  the  precedinfi^  letter,  it  was  apparently 
addressed  to  Lieatenant-Govemor  King. 
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There  are  a  considenible  number  of  prisoners  now  in  this  king*      1796 
dom  under  senlenoe  o£  transportation  to  New  South  Wales  for     ssept. 
being  coneemed  in  the  Rebellion.     The  Lord  Lieutenant  requests       — 
that  a  ship  may  be  engaged  to  take  between  two  and  three  hundred  prisonen. 
of  those  convicts  from  the  harbour  of  Waterf ord,  and  you  will  be 
so  good  as  to  acquaint  me  at  what  time  such  vessel  may  be  ex- 
pected, that  preparations  may  be  made  for  embarking  the  prisoners 
on  her  arrival.  I  have,  <&c., 

Castlereaqh. 

Li£UT.-Gov£RNOB  KiNG  TO  SiR  JoBEPH  Banks.  (Banks  Papers.) 
Sir,  Whitehall,  9th  September,  1798.  9  Sept. 

I  saw  Mr.   King*  this  morning  with  Mr.  Parke,t  and 
delivered  him  your  letter,  but  the  arrival  of  a  Jamaica  mail  has  An  inter- 
made  our  visit  very  short.     Your  letter  to  Mr.  King  specifying  ^*®^- 
what  you  wished  Mr.  Parke's  salary  to  be  could  not  be  found. 
Mr.  King  said  perhaps  it  might  be  six  or  ten  shillings  per  diem, 
he  coald  not  tell  which,  but  seemed  disposed  to  allow  the  highest ; 
therefore,  for  want*  of  that  document,  nothing  could  be  done  on 
this  head ;  but  if  Lady  Banks  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform 
me  what  the  sum  was,  I  shall  be  armed  with  that  information,  and  An  officer's. 
will  again  call  respecting  it.     The  information  I  have  pramised  '^*^' 
for  Mr.  P.  is  that  his  salary  will  commence  from  the  time  of  his 
embarking  on  b'd  the  Porpoise,  and  his  salary  is  to  be  drawn  lor 
yearly  or  half-yearly  by  the  Governor.     I  communicated  to  Mr. 
Farke,  but  he  was  not  then  arrived,  what  Mr.  King  said  respect- 
ing the  10/-  per  diem,  which  he  seems  to  think  too  small  a  sum.  ' 
I  siuoerely  hope  for  your  speedy  re^establishment. 

I  am,  &C., 
Philip  Gidlet  King. 
Memo,  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks : — Sent  a  copy  of  the  paragraph 
respecting  Parkers  pay  to  John   King  and   to  the   Governor, 
September  11. 


J.  Shortland,  Juk.,{  to  J,  Shortlaxd,  Sen. 
H.M.S.  Reliance,  Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson, 
My  Dear  Father,  10th  September,  1798.         10  Sept. 

About  a  twelvemonth  since  I  went  on  an  expedition  in  the 
Governor's  whaleboat  as  far  as  Port  Stephens,  which  lies  100 
miles  to  the  northward  of  this  place.     In  my  passage  down  I  dis-  DUoovery  of 
covered  a  very  tine  coal  river,  which  I  named  after  Governor  fj^Jf' 
Hunter.    The  enclosed  I  send  you,  being  an  eyeniketch  which  I 

*  John  Kioff,  Under  Seerctuy  in  the  Home  DepMtment. 

f  Evidently  Mango  Plurk,  the  celebrated  African  traveller.  See  Sir  Joseph  Banks's 
Mter  of  15th  May,  1706,  ante,  |k  SK,  and  the  Dnke  of  Portland's  letter  to  Qoveraor  Hunter 
0*  18th  September,  1798,  poet,  p.  «1. 

U  sketch  of  the  lUe  of  John  ShorUand,  Jun.,  win  be  fonnd  in  the  Naval  ChronieU,  vol. 
ttn. 

VOL.  Ill — 2  H 
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1798      took  the  little  time  I  was  there.*    Yessels  from  60  to  250  tons  may 

10  Sept     load  there  with  great  ease,  and  completely  landlocked.     I  dare 

say,  in  a  little  time,  this  river  will  be  a  great  acquisition  to  ^is 

settlement.     The  short  time  I  remained  at  this  river  we  had  rain, 

which  prevented  my  doing  so  much  as  I  otherwise  should. 

J.  Shostlaxd. 


Under  Secretary  King  to  Lord  Castlereagh. 

11  Sept         ^y  Lord,  Whitehall,  11th  September,  1798. 

Referring  your  Lordship  to  my  letter  of  the  24th  July  last, 

in  which  I  enclosed  an  extract  of  one  to  the  Duke  of  Portland 

from  the  Governor  of  New  South  Wales,  who,  after  stating  the 

inconveniences  which  had  arisen  from  the  Irish  convicts  being  sent 

out  to  that  settlement  in  the  ship  Britannia  unaccompanied  with 

LUtB  of  ^       lists  of  the  terms  of  their  transportation,  mentions  the  sickly  con- 

wnten^.     ditiou  in  which  those  convicts  had  arrived.    I  am  now  directed  by 

his  Grace  to  enclose  to  you  the  within  extract  of  a  letter  from 

Governor  Hunter,  and  also  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  chief 

surgeon  of  the  settlement,  recommending  a  particular  account  of 

the  surgeon's  treatment  of  the  sick  on  their  voyage  from  Europe, 

and  of  the  expenditure  of  necessaries,  &c.,  to  be  regularly  deUvered 

by  him  ;t  and  I  am  to  desire  that  you  will  submit  it  to  his  Excey. 

the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  to  be  pleased  to  give  directions 

Medical        that  the  surgeon  now  going  out  in  the  Minerva  with  convicts  from 

?or*convict8.  *^**  kingdom,  and  every  surgeon  that  may  hereafter  be  employed 

upon  a  similar  service,  should  receive  the  most  positive  instructions 

strictly  to  adhere  thereto,  and  to  deliver  one  report  thereof  to  the 

Governor  of  New  South  Wales  on  his  arrival  there,  and  a  duplicate 

thereof  on  the  return  of  the  vessel  to  Europe,  to  be  laid  before 

his  Excellency,  in  order  that  the  manner  in  which  the  convict^ 

have  been  treated  during  the  voyage  may  distinctly  appear. 

I  have,  &a, 

J.  King. 
Enclosures.  [Enclosure.] 

1.  Extract  of  Hunter  to  Portland,  14  August,  1797,  beginning, 
"I  have  just   received  the  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Balmain" 

to "surgeons  should,    with  their 

appointments,  receive  instructions  for  this  purpose."  Ante,  pp. 
284,  285. 

2.  Extract  of  Balmain  to  Hunter,  14  August,  1797,  beginning 

"  It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe  that  it  seldom 

happens  any  particular  account  of  the  surgeons'  treatment" 
.  .  ,  .  to  .  .  .  .  "so  highly  necessary  for  ceconomy,  as 
well  as  for  the  diseased  individual."     Ante,  p.  285. 

*  Lieutenant  Shortland's  sketch  is  missing. 

t  This  letter  from  Mr.  Surgeon  Bolnmin  to  Governor  Hunter  is  given  in  fall  en  p.  285,  ante. 
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Judge-Advocate  Dore  to  Under  Secretary  King.  17W 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  12th  September,  1798.         12  Sept. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  my  safe  arrival  in  this 
temtoiy  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  May  last,  when  I  entered  upon 
my  office  as  Judge- Advocate,  an  appointment  which  I  iind  every 
(lay  grows  more  and  more  weighty  in  its  duties,  and  embraces  a  Duties  of 
variety  of  important  concerns.  One  great  source  of  inconvenience  AdvooOe. 
is  the  scarcity  of  paper,  stationary,  kc,  in  this  colony,  and  I 
understand  that  there  is  no  more  than  twenty  pounds  a  year 
allowed  here  for  this  article,  which  is  widely  disproportionate 
to  the  consumption.  In  the  various  Courts  of  Jurisdiction  occa- 
sionally held  here,  such  as  Vice- Admiralty,  Civil,  and  Criminal,  a 
considerable  quantity  of  paper  is  used,  and  I  should  scarcely  stationer^-. 
conceive  that  twenty  pounds  a  year  would  furnish  the  Governor 
for  his  own  occasions,  independent  of  the  usual  business  of  the 
colony.  I  can  speak  with  greater  confidence  on  this  subject. 
Laving  been  appointed  by  the  Governor  his  Excellency's  secretary.* 
Inde^,  so  scarce  has  paper  been  of  late  that  the  Commissary  has 
actually  purchased  some  of  a  very  inferior  quality  at  upwards  of 
one  hundred  p.  cent,  advance.  I  will  request  of  you  to  represent 
this  to  his  Grace  of  Portland,  who,  1  have  no  doubt,  will  direct  a 
supply  for  my  office.  It  is  also  necessary  for  me  to  be  furnished 
with  parchment  for  convictions,  records,  writs,  recognizances,  <fec., 
&c. ;  books  of  various  sizes  for  entering  proceedings  in,  together 
with  every  article  of  stationary.  Some  practical  law-books  will  Law-book«. 
also  be  necessary  for  my  information  in  general  matters  of  busi- 
ness, particularly  such  as  relate  to  the  official  duties  of  a  proctor, 
attorney,  notary  public,  &c.,  civil  magistracy,  and  a  general  system 
of  professional  instructions,  in  which  the  practical  points  are  more 
mj  object  than  any  theoretical  essays,  and  a  continuation  of  the 
statutes  at  large  down  to  the  latest  period  With  the  greatest 
respect,  &c.,  Rich.  Dore. 

P.S. — ^When  Mrs.  Dore  takes  her  departure  for  this  territory  Mn.  Dore. 
"NTith  her  little  family,  I  hope  and  trust  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  take  care  that  they  have  every  accommodation  and  comfort 
that  can  be  afforded  them.  For  myself,  I  am  free  to  confess  that 
I  wish  for  nothing  so  much  as  the  society  of  my  family,  and  I 
shall  ever  think  myself  particularly  obliged  by  any  attention  you 
may  shew  them  on  the  occasion. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  12th  September,  1798. 

Your  Grace  will  receive  by  this  opportunity  letters  and 
papers  from  Mr.  Geo.  Bond,  late  an  ensign  in  the  New  South  Enaip 
Wales  Corps,  who,  having  been  implicated  in  a  supposed  conspiracy  ^^^ 

•  Ante,  pp.  390,  407;  poet,  p.  648. 
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1796 

12  Sept. 


The  Vioe- 
Adininlty 
Court 
usembleil. 


Aoounter- 
cbarge. 


Enrign 
Bond 
allowed  to 
relinquish 
hiB  Ck>mmi8- 
Bion. 


on  board  the  Barwell  upon  her  voyage  hither,  the  master  of  the 
said  ship  persisted  in  a  desire  to  try  those  who  had  been  aocusd 
and  conjin'd  on  the  passage,  by  the  approbation  of  his  officers, 
whom  he  regularly  convened  for  the  purpose  of  taking  their  sense 
of  the  measures  necessary  to  be  taken  on  the  occasion. 

The  various  complaints  which  have  been  made  here  of  the  same 
nature,  and  the  recent  success  of  a  similar  conspiracy  in  the  \ob& 
of  the  ship  Lady  Shore,  bound  hither,  induced  me  to  assemble  a 
Court  of  Vice- Admiralty,  that  it  might  be  known  such  a  Coan 
cou'd  be  held  in  this  colony. 

The  prisoners  were  aquitted,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  prooeeduig& 
which  have  been  forwarded  to  Sir  Jas.  Harriot.'*'  The  above 
Mr.  George  Bond  is  advis^  and  seems  anxious  to  commence  a 
prosecution  against  the  commander  of  the  ship  for  what  he  calls 
crueltys,  and  complains  of  the  want  of  justice,  because  I  do  not 
consider  it  proper  to  detain  the  Barwell  untill  another  Court  can 
be  convened,  that  ship  being  now  under  weigh  on  her  departure 
from  this  territory.  Indeed,  my  Lord,  I  cannot  help  feeling  tbe 
dignity  of  my  situation  much  insulted  by  the  illiberal  insinuations 
made  use  of  in  Mr.  Bond's  letter  sent  herewith,!  to  say  nothing  of 
the  reflections  it  teems  with  against  the  Court  of  jurisdiction  here, 
to  support  which  has  ever  been  my  principle,  and  I  can  never 
depart  from  it. 

Mr.  Bond  came  here  under  an  arrest  of  Ensign  Bayly,  his 
superior  officer,  but  at  the  interposition  of  Major  Eoveaux,  com- 
manding officer,  and  the  general  wish  of  the  corps,  I  sufier'd  the 
Court-martial  for  which  I  had  issued  my  letter  to  be  rehnquish'd 
on  the  express  condition  proposed  by  the  major  of  Mr.  Bond's 
giving  up  his  Commission  and  returning  to  England  by  the  first 
ship.  I  Coming  here  thus  degraded  and  charged  with  offences  of  so 
serious  a  discription, .  I  may  have  reason  to  regret  that  I  listened 
to  Major  Foveaux's  interposition  in  behalf  of  a  man  whom  I  am 
sorry  to  say  has  not  answer'd  my  expectations,  and  I  hope  upon 
any  future  occasion  the  greatest  circumspection  and  caution  vill 
be  used  in  discovering  the  characters  of  those  who  may  be  sent  out 
in  any  capacity  to  this  territory.  I  have,  <&&, 

Jno.  Huhter. 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 
(Banks  Papers.) 
13  Sept.         Sir,  Blackheath  Hill,  13th  September,  1798. 

I  received  your  letter  on  my  return  home  yesterday  evening, 
and  the  heavy  rain  has  prevented  my  going  to  town  to-day,  which 

*  See  the  prooeedings  of  the  Vloe-AdminUty  Court— ^Ante  p.  463. 
t  Mr.  Bimd*M  letter  u  ntoring. 


t  TheSecretuy  of  State  centured  Hunter  for  thus  allowing  Ensign  Bond  to  vdioqiiidi  his 
OnnmiMion  in  the  faoe  of  the  aerfoas  chaqfee  made  against  hfan.  See  the  Duke  of  Fert- 
laad'a  letter  to  Qowvcma  Hunter  of  6th  N«v«mbtr,  1790,  poet,  pw  7S7. 
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vould  have  answered  no  material  purpose,  as  Mr.  King  went  out      1796 
of  town  yesterday  morning,   after   having  answered  your  note,     issept. 
before  I  saw  him.     Your  note  was  shown  tome  by  Mr.  Moss,  who 
told  me  Mr.  K.  had  answered  it ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  showed 
me  a  letter,  which  was  going  for  the  Duke's  signature,  fixing  the 
salAxy^at  lOs.  per  diem,  and  three  months  advanoe,  the  other  The  saiair  of 
points,  as  to  mode  of  payment,  as  before  stated.     On  referring  to  Su-i^ 
your  note,  I  persuaded  Moss  not  to  send  it  yesterday  for  the  Duke's 
signature,  until  your  answer  was  reoeived  to  Mr.  King's  note,  the 
contents  of  which  Mr.  Moss  was  against.     Should  the  weather  be 
good  to-morrow,  I  shall  go  to  town  and  see  Parke  and  Mr.  Moss 
on  the  business,  and  get  it  compleated,  as  Mr.  King  does  not  return 
till  the  middle  of  next  week. 

The  master  of  the  Porpoise  thinks  that,  as  far  as  depends  on  him,  Equipment 
the  Porpoise  will  be  ready  to  leave  Long  Beach  in  about  three  po^ik. 
weeks  from  this  time.  Sooter  [Suttor]  will  go  down  to  Gravesend 
for  the  moss  on  Monday  next,  when  the  tide  will  suit  for  his  going 
and  returning.  I  enclose  ^ou  Mr.  Rashleigh's  letter,!  as  also  one  J 
I  found  among  my  papers  from  Gol.  Lloydd  to  Captain  Bowen, 
respecting  the  mode  of  watering  plants  at  sea,  for  your  approbation. 
Ibeg to  congratulate  you  on  Ld.  Oomwallis's  success,  and  on  your 
reooveiy  of  the  use  c^  your  hand.  Should  it  be  in  my  power  to 
execute  any  commands  you  may  have  in  town,  I  shall  be  proud  of 
the  office.  I  shall  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you  on 
Saturday,  after  I  have  seen  the  partys.  I  am,  ^c, 

Philip  Gidlby  King. 

I  have  opened  this  letter  again  to  say  that  Mr.  Rashleigh  has  Size  of  the 
just  called  on  me.  He  describes  the  box  to  be  of  such  a  size  that  it  p^^*-*^*- 
will  not  be  possible  to  remove  it  from  the  place  where  it  is.  That 
being  the  case,  I  must  submit  to  you  how  far  it  will  be  prof)er  for 
Sooter  to  carry  some  pots  to  Gravesend,  to  remove  the  plants  into, 
^  the  middle  ones,  Mr.  Rashleigh  informs  me,  can  be  taken  up  with 
large  balls  of  earth.  I  have  desired  Sooter  [Suttor]  to  ask  your 
commands  on  that  head  on  Saturday  next.  The  Reird  Mr.  Rash- 
leigh, who  was  a  fellow-Etonian  with  you,  desires  me  to  present 
hw  respects.  P.G.K. 

A  LbTTER   from   S7DNET.§ 

Port  Jackson,  14th  September,  1798.         wsept. 
Mt  goats  and  sheep,  my  cows  and  horses,  continue  to  increase  increase  or 
vith  rapidity.     During  this  year  I  shall  kill  of  my  flocks  weekly  ^^'^  8^^. 
for  my  table.     My  servants,  the  convicts,  are  in  number  twenty- 
six,  and  my  weekly  consumption  of  provisions  necessarily  great. 

,  *  This  refers  to  the  nlaiy  proposed  to  aUow  Mungo  Park  during  his  intended  exploratioDs 
in  Anstnlia.— Ante,  pp.  888,  481. 

t  See  ante,  p.  479. 

t  This  endoeim  is  misring. 

.4  Supposed  to  have  been  written  by  the  Rev.  S.  lianden. 
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1708          The  convicts,  after  labouring  six  hours'*^  at  the  public  works  at 
14  Sept.    ^^6  barracks,  the  formation  of  high  roads,  or  burning  bricks,  are 
hired  by  the  honest  settler,  or  estates-men,  during  the  other  part 
Labour  of     of  the  days,  to  toil  for  wages ;  the  pay  is  a  mode  of  barter,  and  is 
convicts.      given  in  rum — without  which  the  disspirited,  indolent  convict  can- 
not be  excited  to  exertions — in  sugar,  and  in  tea,  the  necessaries 
and  the  comforts  of  the  infant  society.     Money,  as  in  the  early  stage 
of  America^  plantations,  is  of  infrequent  use  and  depreciated  valae. 
The  traders       For  the  China  traders,  though  obliged  by  an  Act  of  the  British 
to  China.      Parliament  to  touch  at  New  South  Wales  during  the  voyage, 
finding  the  loss  of  time  during  the  voyage  to  China  to  be  of  less 
importance  than  during  their  return  with  a  full  cargo  from  the 
land  of  tea  to  the  market  of  Europe,  arrived  at  Sydney  with  tea 
or  rum  from  Bengal,  and  by  these  means  the  articles  are  loaded 
with  the  duties  of  India  and  the  expenses  of  two  voyages.    During 
a  late  season  few  ships  imported  these  articles  of  traffic  and  of  life : 
they  arose  to  a  price  incredible  in  Europe — rum  to  several  guineas  a 
gallon,  one  pound  of  tea  to  two  guineas,  of  sugar  to  twelve  shillings. 
Circum-           Yet,  under  all  these  incidental  disappointments  and  occasional 
the^nWcts.  distresses,  the  convicts  lead  a  happier  life  than  the  labouring  poor 
in  Europe.     The  warmth  of  the  climate  renders  clothing  no  con- 
siderable object.      The  sun  in  the  long  summer  of  our  hemisphere 
is  absolutely  hot ;  the  consequent  fructification  is  abundant  and 
never-failing.     Successive  crops  of  vegetables  are  raised  in  the 
stubble  of  the  new-shorn  wheat. 
Agriculture.      The  wheat  harvest  is  highly  exuberant.      I  have  shorn  from 
1,000  to  1,200  bushels,  an  ample  supply  for  my  numerous  establish- 
ment, and  an  object  of  public  sale.     My  neighbour,  Captain , 

returning  to  England  to  bring  his  lady  and  family  to  settle,  sold 
stock  to  the  sum  of  £2,600,  and  retained  his  large  cultivated 
estate.  Six  hundred  settlements,  or  farms,  adorn  the  banks  of 
the  Hawkesbury.  A  race  of  respectable  neighbours  is  rising 
and  annually  increasing  by  the  importation  from  Great  Britain  of 
honest  planters,  and  by  tlie  reformation  and  aggrandisement  of  the 
The  popuia-  industrious  convicts.  At  Parramatta  the  inhabitants  are  computed 
at  two,  in  Sydney  at  four  thousand.  The  river  and  the  country 
supply  these  towns. 

Norfolk  Island  has  arrived  at  a  state  yet  more  flourishing,  as 
the  air  is  more  soft  and  the  soil  inexpressibly  productive.  It  is 
hSS.^  a  perfect  image  of  Paradise.  Our  officers  and  their  ladies,  while 
they  never  regret  their  absence  from  Old  England,  were  sensibly 
affected  at  their  departure  from  this  insular  garden,  and  at  their 
banishment  to  Sydney.  There  the  annual  harvest  of  wheat  is 
double.  There  the  limes  are  so  exuberant  that  the  Governor  from 
the  same  tree  plucked  sixteen  pecks  of  ripe,  and  left  upon  it  a 

•The  hours  of  convict  labour,  as  fixed  by  General  Onlers,  will  be  found  on  to.  61,  »4, 
and  416,  ante.  >  j  «~     » 
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greater  proportion  of  green  fruit     Pomegi^nates,  melons,  figs,  and      1796 
the  sugar-cane  are  there  equally  prolific.     Though  its  circumference     i^  g^pt. 
be  merely  seven  leagues,  or  twenty-eight  miles,  it  contained  1,200 
settlers,  or  reform^  farmers,  and  enjoys  a  state  of  cultivation 
equal  to  the  West  India  Islands. 

The  moral  and  religious  state  of  the  colony  advances.     At  the  ReiiKion. 
opening  of  the  wooden  temple  of  Parramatta*  twelve  hearers  only 
assembled.     Hunter,  the  Governor,  attends  divine  service.     The 
convicts  are  marched  in  long  lines  to  the  church.     The  inferior 
officers,  imprudently,  are  absentees.     The  influence  of  so  wretched 
an  example  is  not  necessary  to  increase  the  corrupt  style  of  tho 
public  manners.     Their  private  lives  and  bold  concubinage  with  MonUsof 
the  female  convicts  retard  the  progress  of  good  morals.     Were  oiR^n. 
officers  more  aged,  and  married,  appointed  to  this  foreign  staff, 
brighter  hopes  of  universal  reformation  would  be  afforded.     The 
Commissary  is  a  regular  attendant ;  his  lady  a  pious  character. 
The  seventeen  missionaries,  emigrants,  and  fugitives  from  Otaheite,  Mission- 
are  here  resolved  to  settle,  and  to  accelerate  the  improvement  of  *""" 
the  Colonial  manners  by  public  instruction  and  domestic  example, 
by  manual  industry,  and  by  their  labors  in  the  service  of  virtue. 
They  are  sanguine  in  their  high  expectations  of  success ;  their 
iield  of  activity  is  large,  and  in  the  present  contest  with  iiardened 
vice  the  champions  of  morality  are  too  few  to  stem  the  torrent. 
Governor  King,  the  successor  of  Hunter,  f  gave  a  pledge  of  his  KinK's 
future  moral  government  of  our  new  world  by  the  reform  which  ***™^^'"- 
he  worked  and  by  the  establishment  he  formed  in  Norfolk  Island. 
From  his  exertions,  and  his  chaplain's  and  schoolmaster's  excellent 
condnct,  superior  effects  may  be  produced ;  as  they  are  extremely 
desirable  in  such  a  settlement  and  such  an  abandoned  society, 
annually  importing  a  collection  of  thieves  and  dininkards  and 
banditti  to  revise  the  obsolete,  and  to  teach  the  old  convicts  the 
new  and  more  fashionable  habits  of  vice  in  a  capital  the  most 
impure  of  the  cities  in  Europe. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

17th  September,  1798.         nsept. 
Parole — Russia.  Countersign — Tartary. 

The  Governor,  desirous  of  affording  every  possible  encouragement  Rearin^r  live 
in  his  power  to  the  rearing  of  hogs  in  this  colony,  as  well  as  of 
eveiy  other  kind  of  stock,  a  circumstance  which  cannot  fail  of 
proving  not  only  a  public  benefit,  but  highly  to  the  advantage  of 
those  who  devote  a  part  of  their  time  to  this  useful  purpose,  and 
>^hich,  from  the  now  advanced  state  of  the  private  farms,  may  be 

*  BuUt  upon  the  rite  where  8t  John's  Church  now  stands. 

:  l^u  evident  from  this  that  even  so  early  as  September,  1796  (many  months  before  King 
^ira  from  England),  it  was  generally  known  that  he  was  to  relieve  Hunter. 
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1796  done  with  far  less  tremble  and  expenoe  tlum  f oimeriy.  ia  addition 
17  Sept  to  ^^^  information  vhich  the  Oomminaiy  was  some  tiine  ptit 
directed  to  give,  the  settlers  and  all  others  who  supply  a  part  d 
their  time  to  this  useful  and  advantageous  purpose  are  given  to 
understand  that  when  any  individual  shall  have  prepared  a  number 
of  such  animals  for  the  reception  of  the  public  store,  they  make 
the  same  known  to  the  Commissary,  who,  in  order  to  prevrat 
any  unnecessary  extra  expence  to  the  feeder,  will  give  immediate 
notice  of  the  day  and  place  where  he  will  receive  it.  The  Com- 
raissaiy  is  also  at  liberty  to  enter  into  an  agreement  or  oontrad 
for  a  certain  length  of  time,  and  <m  such  conditions  aa  may  \^ 
agreed  upon,  with  any  person  who  will  engage  to  famish  the 

The  ^W^y   public  store  either  at  Sydney,  Parramatta,  or  Hawkesbnry,  with 

oovemment  any  certain  quantity  at  stated  periods. 

^"^  Jno.  Htjktrb. 


18  Sept. 


Lord  Castlereaor  to  Undeb  Secretary  King. 
Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  18th  September,  1798. 

I  have  received  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  11th  of 
September,*  with  extracts  of  letters  from  the  Governor  of  l^ew 
fi'uum^ P«'  South  Wales,  relative  to  the  convicts  sent  from  ttna  kingdom  in 

**■  the  ship  Britannia, 
^tendance  Particular  instructions  shall  be  given  to  the  surgeon  now  going 
on  convicts,  out  with  the  convicts  in  the  Minerva  to  keep  a  regular  account  d 
his  treatment  of  the  sick  on  the  voyage  and  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  hospital  stores  put  on  board  for  Uieir  use  by  Government,  to 
deliver  reports  of  the  same  to  the  Governor  on  his  arrival  in  New 
South  Wales,  and  to  transmit  a  duplicate  thereof  by  the  Minerva 
on  her  return  to  Europe.  Care  will  be  taken  to  give  the  like 
instructions  on  future  occasions. 

I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  the  person  appointed  here  to  go  out 
as  surgeon  to  the  convicts  in  the  Britannia  declined  to  proceed  on 
the  voyage  just  as  the  vessel  was  ready  to  sail,  and  the  business 
was  undertaken  by  a  Mr.  Beyer,  who  came  from  England  to  Cock 
in  that  ship,  and  who,  it  was  represented,  had  gone  two  voyages  to 
Port  Jackson  with  convicts  with  great  success. 

With  respect  to  the  lists  of  convicts  ship'd,  the  agent  at  Cork 
for  the  embarkation  reported  that  a  correct  list  had  been  given 
in  charge  to  the  master  of  the  Britannia,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Governor  of  New  South  Wales,  and  it  is  imderstood  that  lists 
were  regularly  delivered  to  the  respective  masters  of  vessels  with 
all  the  convicts  sent  from  this  kingdom.  Copies  of  those  listt; 
will,  however,  be  forwarded  to  the  Governor  by  the  Minerva,  and 
duplicates  of  them  sent  to  you.  I  have,  &c., 

Castlbebagh. 


Mr.  Beyer. 


Lists  of 
convicts. 


*  Ante,  p.  482. 
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Ths  Dukb  of  Pobtlakd  to  Oovebstor  Huvter.  1796 

Sir,  Whitehall,  18th  September,  1798.         wj^pt- 

I  have  laid  before  the  King  your  letters  of  the  numbers  and  5|JJJ*JJ'* 
dates  mentioned  in  the  margin,*  and  shall  proceed  to  make  such  ^^^!^ 
observations  upon  them,  and  to  give  you  such  further  directions, 
as  they  appear  to  me  to  require.    In  doing  this  I  am  happy  to  find 
that  I  have  already  (particularly  in  my  letters  of  the  2nd  of  Marchf 
and  30th  and  31st  August,  1797  J)  anticipated  in  a  great  measure 
those  instructions  which  the  want  of  order,  regularity,  and  dis- 
cipline in  the  settlement  so  loudly  call  for,  and  require  to  be 
strictly  enforced.     I  very  much  approve  of  the  measures  you  have 
already  taken  for  enforcing  obedience  from  all  persons,  civil  or 
military,  to  such  Public  Orders  as  have  been  issued  for  the  estab-  His  Public 
lishment  of  uniformity,   regularity,  and  good  order  within  the  ^^^'*- 
settlement,  and  you  may  depend  on  receiving  the  most  decided 
countenance  from  his  Majesty's  Government  in  support  of  your 
exertions  to  promote  these  valuable  objects,  the  maintenance  of 
which  can  be  nowhere  more  necessary  than  in  the  situation  in 
which  you  have  the  honour  to  be  placed. 

With  respect  to  the  commission  of  crimes  of  a  more  heinous 
nature,  such  as  murder  and  robbery,  as  they  must  be  committed 
by  the  most  lost  and  abandoned  part  of  the  colony,  they,  I  fear, 
can  only  be  repressed  by  a  sense  of  the  certainty  of  the  punish-  ^^^^f** 
ment  that  awaits  them.     It  is  with  this  view,  as  well  as  with  the  °     *"*"*  ^ 
desire  of  giving  the  least  possible  scope  to  the  commission  of  such 
enormities,  that  I  acquaint  you  with  my  entire  approbation  of  the 
system  of  police  which  you  are  about  to  establish  on  the  principle 
c^  dividing  the  settlement  into  districts,  with  proper  wardens, 
constables,  and  magistrates  over  each.     The  more  frequently  the 
f^rts  are  made  by  the  subordinate  officers  to  the  wardens  or  PoUce 
magistrates  of  the  districts,  and  by  such  magistrates  to  yourself,  "P^*^ 
the  better.     I  think  the  reports  to  the  first  should  be  made«daily, 
and  the  most  distant  districts  should  report  at  least  weekly  to 
yoarself,  exclusive  of  those  occasions  which  require  an  immediate 
representation  to  the  Governor. 

By  these  means  your  system  will  operate  to  the  establishment 
of  future  order  and  regularity,  and  will  at  the  same  time  enable  you 
the  better  to  apprehend  and  bring  to  speedy  justice  those  who  are 
guilty  of  the  heinous  crimes  above  mentioned,  and  who,  not  being 
deterred  by  the  magnitude  of  the  offences  they  committed,  are 
little  likely  to  be  influenced  by  the  severity  of  punishment  to 
reform  or  amend  a  conduct  which  is  become  so  habitual  to  them. 

^  *  Sepanto^ltth  Nov.,  1796— Ante,  n.  106.  No.  2S-~lith  Nov.,  1796-Ante,  p.  174. 
|nnnte~15th  Nov.,  1706  (mlMingX  No.  28— 18th  Nov.,  1706— Ante,  p.  180.  No.  24-  Ist 
Bwr.,  1706— Ante,  p.  168.  No.  8S-10th  Jnne,  1797— Ante,  p.  214.  No.  26-fl(Hh  June, 
l"»i— Ante,  p.  228.  No.  27— 26th  June,  1797— Ante,  p.  231.  No.  28— 6th  July— Ante,  p 
338.  8epmte-6th  July,  1797'-Ante,  p.  277.  Na  29— 14th  August,  1797— Ante,  p  284. 
1  Ante,  p  195.  I  Ante,  pp.  291,  293. 
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I  must  next  advert  to  the  evils  which  you  represent  as  arising 
from  the  speculation  and  traffic  in  grain,  live  stock,  and  spirit^ 
into  which  the  officers  of  the  Government,  and  particularly  those 
in  the  Military  Department,  have  entered,  contrary,  as  you  very 
properly  observe,  to  the  nature  of  their  institution  and  the  dutie> 
annexed  to  it.  The  instructions  you  have  already  received  having 
limited  the  number  of  convicts  to  be  allowed  to  any  officers  iu 
the  manner  therein  mentioned,  had  they  been  duly  executed, 
could  not  but  have  gone  a  great  way,  if  not  entirely,  to  cure  tlus 
evil  as  far  as  it  relates  to  grain  and  live  stock,  because  the  public- 
stock  would  have  been  already  so  very  much  increased  as  not  to 
have  left  any  improper  temptation  to  this  species  of  traffic  With 
respect  to  the  sale  of  spirits,  it  is  certainly  in  your  power,  as  well 
as  it  is  your  duty,  to  prohibit,  by  the  most  positive  orders,  all 
officers  of  Government,  civil  or  military,  from  selling  any  spirituou-s 
liquors  to  the  convicts  or  settlers. 

With  respect  to  the  requisition  you  have  made  for  sending: 
articles  of  clothing,  stores,  and  other  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the 
settlement,  I  must  refer  you  to  the  very  ample  supplies  which 
have  been  sent  out  in  the  Buffi^lo  and  BarweU,  and  which  contain, 
not  merely  the  articles  you  have  asked  for,  but  every  other  which 
can  tend  to  the  benefit  and  improvement  of  the  colony.  Such  of 
those  as  are  not  wanted  for  the  con\*icts  you  will  find  you  are 
instructed  to  dispose  of  to  the  inhabitants  at  the  prices  affixed  to 
them  in  return  for  grain  and  live  stock  for  the  public  stores. 

There  is  only  one  thing  more  which  it  occurs  to  me  to  obsene 
on  this  point,  which  is,  that  in  the  list  of  articles  to  be  so  dis- 
posed of  the  prime  cost  to  Government  is  only  specified  as  meant 
to  be  taken,  whereas,  considering  the  expence  incurred  by  the 
public  in  the  transport  of  those  articles,  it  is  but  reasonable  that 
you  should  on  their  arrival  lay  an  addition  of  ten  or  fifteen  per 
cent,  on  the  original  price,  notwithstanding  what  I  have  hereto- 
fore stated  in  my  letter  of  the  18th  May  last. 

I  am  sorry  to  find,  from  what  you  state  relative  to  the  curing  of 
fish,  that  it  is  a  resource  from  which  the  settlement  is  not  likely 
to  derive  any  considerable  advantage. 

Should  Mr.  Boston,*  or  any  other  person  sent  out  at  the  public 
expence  with  a  view  of  benefiting  the  colony,  be  found  to  be  a 
charge  on  the  settlement,  without  a  reasonable  prospect  of  any 
advantage  resulting  from  his  remaining  in  it,  you  may  give  him 
the  option  of  returning  to  Europe,  or  remaining  in  the  colony  a.s 
a  s'^ttler  only. 

I  am  very  glad  to  find  that  you  have  received  considerable 
assistance  from  Captain  Johnston,  the  present  commander  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Corps,  and  at  your  request  I  have  recommended 

*  John  Boston  was  sent  out  in  the  Surprize  in  1794  for  the  purpose  of  curing  fidi.— VoL 
ii,  p.  225,  and  ante,  p.  234. 
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lis  son  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  whose  conde-      1796 
icension,  I  am  convinced,  will  dispose  him  to  take  notice  of  the     jg  g^pt 
roung  man. 

Although  you  are  inclined  to  think  tliat  pork  cannot  be  cured  curing  pork, 
n  Norfolk  Island  with  salt  only,  I  am,  nevertheless,  of  opinion 
hat  the  experiment  should  be  made  at  the  most  favourable  time 
)f  the  year,  because,  from  the  large  quantity  of  pork  there,  it  is 
^lear  that  in  making  the  experiment  the  risque  is  but  small,  and 
the  advantage,  if  it  succeeds,  will  be  comparatively  great. 

In  consequence  of  what  you  state  relative  to  the  sickly  condition 
sf  the  Irish  convicts  who  came  out  in  the  Britannia,  I  have  ordered 
that  the  instructions  suggested  by  Mr.  Balmain  shall  be  strictly 
»)mplied  with  by  all  surgeons  going  with  convicts  to  New  South 
Wales,  by  which  I  trust  convicts  will .  be  secured  in  future  from  Tnmsporta- 
suffering  either  by  neglect  or  ill-treatment.  I  have  also  directed  ^^^ 
a  letter,  of  which  an  extract  is  inclosed,  to  be  written  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  in  order  that  copies  of  the  sentences  and 
tenns  of  transportation  of  such  Irish  convicts  as  have  been  sent  to 
New  South  Wales  may  be  forwarded  by  the  Minerva,  transport, 
and  that  similar  copies  may  accompany  all  such  convicts  as  shall 
be  sent  thither  from  that  kingdom  in  future.* 

It  is  with  great  regret  I  observe  the  loss  which  has  been  sus- 
tained by  the  Crown  and  individuals  in  consequence  of  the  grass 
or  herbage  of  the  country  being  set  fire  to  by  the  natives. 

In  order  to  remedy  so  alarming  an  evil  in  future,  it  occurs  to  me 
that  it  will  be  proper  to  oblige  all  persons  holding  farms  adjoining  prevention 
to  the  waste  and  uncultivated  lands  to  keep  plowed  up  so  much  o'buah-flre«. 
thereof,  between  the  cultivated  parts  and  the  waste,  as  shall  be 
judged  sufficient  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  fire  from  the  latter.  It 
will  also  be  highly  proper  to  take  the  same  precaution  with  regard 
to  all  lands  belonging  to  the  Crown,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  to 
make  a  wide  trench  or  ditch  where  the  situation  will  allow  of  it. 

Having  now  taken  notice  of  such  parts  of  your  dispatches  as 
appear  particularly  to  require  it,  I  proceed  to  inform  you  that  the  The 
Porpoise,  by  which  you  will  receive  this  dispatch,  carries  out  the  ^^n^oise. 
articles  contained  in  the  inclosed  lists,!  with  116,160  pounds  of 
pork,  for  the  use  of  the  settlement.     There  will  also  take  their  pas- 
sage in  this  vessel  the  several  persons  mentioned  in  the  margin.  | 

The  object  proposed  by  Government  in  sending  Mr.  Park  to  Muniifo 
^ev  South  Wales,  whose  perseverance  in  penetrating  into  the  ^""^ 
interior  parts  of  Africa  pointed  him  out  on  this  occasion,  is  to 
obtidn  such  further  knowledge,  both  of  the  coast  and  interior  part 

*  Ante,  p.  418.  f  These  ligto  are  miningr. 

tUetit -Governor  Kine  and  family,  Mr.  Commissary  Palmer  and  fomily,  Mr.  E.  Stamford 
U)d  family,  Mr.  Sutton  and  family,  Mr.  Mungro  Parli,  Edwd.  Wise  (weaver)  and  family, 
^attor  (gardener)  and  wife,  and  John  Oearish,  assistant  to  the  frardener.  The  Porpoise 
*M  rabfleqnently  found  to  be  unsuitable  for  the  voyage,  and  the  passengers  embarlied, 
wae  on  the  vessel  purchased  to  replace  the  old  Porpoise,  and  some  on  the  Speedy.— Poet, 
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1796      of  New  Soutii  Wales,  as  may  be  expected  from  a  pemm  of  liis 
18  Sefi.     judgement^  resolutian,  and  esperience. 

The  instructions  he  has  received  for  this  purpose  he  will  be 
directed  to  oommmiicate  to  you  on  his  arrival,  and  I  ampenaided 
you  will  use  every  means  in  your  power  to  enable  him  to  cam 
them  into  execution. 

That  you  may  be  the  more  thoroughly  informed  of  the  motim 

which  induced  his  Majesty's  Government  to  send  Mr.  Pftii  to 

New  South  Wales,  I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  JoBeph 

Sir  Joseph     Banks  on  this  subject,  and  on  that  of  the  gardener  who  acoom- 

^"^         panics  the  hops  and  other  useful  plants  whidi  have  been  selected 

by  Sir  Joseph  for  the  use  of  the  settlement.'*^ 

Besides  the  several  stores  sent  out  in  the  Porpoise  yon  viD 
receive  by  the  Minerva,  transport,  which  carries  out  convicts  from 
Ireland,  the  further  articles  mentioned  in  the  inclosed  lisif 

Tou  cannot  fail  to  observe  with  gratitude  and  satis&ctioii  the 
attention  with  which  you  have  been  furnished  with  the  means 
The  weaving  necessary  to  enable  you  to  make  a  rapid  progress  in  the  weaviog 
indurtiy.  ^£  coarse  linen  for  the  use  of  the  settlement  by  sending  you  every 
article  necessary  for  immediately  setting  up  a  number  of  loomh. 
together  with  a  master-weaver  to  superintend  them  and  to  instruct 
such  persons  as  yon  shall  put  under  his  direction. 

As  I  have  heretofore  advised  you  of  its  being  the  intention  of 
The  Crovemment  to  send  out  a  master-weaver  with   the  looms  and 

articles  for  weaving,  I  hope  you  will  be  prepared  for  him,  and 
that  you  will  be  enabled  to  furnish  him  wi&  a  sufficient  qnantitr 
of  materials  and  of  persons  selected  for  weaving  and  spinning 
immediately  on  his  arrival. 

The  salary  of  Mr.  Edwaiti  Wise,  you  will  perceive  by  the  in- 
closed copy  I  of  the  agreement  which  has  been  made  with  him,  is 
His  salary.    £80  a  year  from  the  time  of  his  embarkation,  and  you  will  diay 
upon  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  for  that  sum  as  it 
shall  become  due.  I  am,  &c^ 

POETLAliD. 

GovERNOB  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Fortlaiid. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
25  SepL        My  Lord  Duke,  25th  September,  1798. 

Shipping.  ^  ^^^  ^^  opportunity  of  an  American  schooner,  wk) 

is  about  to  leave  this  port,  and  who  it  is  probable  may  forward 
letters  to  England  some  months  sooner  than  the  Barwdl,§  which 

*  The  enclosures  are  not  available,  but  apparently  the  letter  of  Sir  Joseph  Baakieoneeni- 
iiMTlIr.  MungoPavkiB  that  printed  on  pp.  88C,  888,  ante.  Mai«o  Faik  (Ud  nod  ftirraio» 
which  are  now  unknown,  flail  in  tho  Pmpoise. 

t  The  list  referred  to  is  miasln^. 

i  The  copy  of  the  agreement  is  missing.  Wise  wm  lost  overboanl  on  ilie  mjage  of  tae 
Speedy  from  the  Gape,  on  14th  March,  1800. 

f  The  Barwell  returned  to  England  via  China. 
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saird  from  henoo  on  the  16th  instant,  and  by  which  I  forwarded      1796 
my  dispatches,  to  observe  to  yotir  Gmoe  with  real  concern  that    as  Sept. 
the  very  iSattering  prospect  of  ample  crops,  which  I  saw  with  so 
much  satisfaction,  and  had  every  reason  to  expect  wou'd  have 
furoish'd  a  supply  of  wheat  for  at  least  twenty  months  to  come, 
exclusive  of  considerable  crops  of  maize,  is  at  present  in  a  very 
precarious  state  from  an  uncommon  and  tedious  drought,  attended 
with  very  soltry  leather,'"'  and  there  is  now  great  prolmbility  of  The 
wheat  \mixg  extremely  scarse  during  the  in  suing  season.    I  am  not,      "^  ' 
my  Lord,  apprehensive  of  any  immediate  distress  from  this  un- 
fortunate circumstance,  but  dssirous  of  shewing  your  Grace  what 
difficulty  stands  in  the  way  of  that  reduction  of  the  price  of  grain 
which  I  this  year  expected  to  accomplish,  and  to  say  that  I  am 
the  more  particularly  concerned  at  this  dissi^intment  because  I  ^^^^^ 
bad  the  pleasing  prospect  from  the  last  year's  exertions  that  we  of  gnin. 
diou'd  have  been  completely  out  of  the  reach  of  immediate  dis- 
tress from  one  unfortunate  season,  for  I  am  convinced  had  the 
present  been  moderately  favorable  we  shou'd  not  have  had  less 
than  two  years'  bread  for  the  colony. 

It  is  also  a  subject  of  great  regret  to  me,  my  Lord,  to  be  under 
the  necessity  of  mentioning  the  dirtitute  state  of  our  public  stores  Condition  of 
in  regard  to  slops  of  every  kind  and  of  bedding.  The  loss  of  the  ****  ■^'^'' 
Lady  Shore,  transport^  and  the  very  fe^  suppjys  of  this  nature 
brought  lately  into  the  colony,  have  so  impoverished  us  that  the 
people  are,  literally  speaking,  nearly  naked,  and  great  numbers 
without  a  bed  or  blanket  to  lie  upon.  Your  Grace  will  excuse 
my  being  very  earnest  in  recommending  this  subject  as  a  matter 
requiring  the  earlyest  attention. 

Anxious  to  give  every  possible  encouragement  to  the  rearing  of  Rearing 
swine,  I  have  lately  taken  more  pork  into  store  than  formerly.  I  ■^^** 
have  therefore  only  to  request,  my  Lord,  that  this  circumstance  be 
consider'd  when  bills  appear,  as  it  must  be  paid  for  her&  The 
provision  mentioned  in  your  Grace's  letter  by  the  Britannia,  which 
was  to  have  been  landed  with  the  female  convicts  she  brought  here, 
bad  not  been  put  on  board  that  ship.  All  that  was  landed  here 
was  what  remained  of  the  sea  victualing. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  English  flax  can  be  cultivated  here  English  flax, 
▼ith  success.  I  oou'd  wish  to  have  some  fresh  seed  sent  out  by 
the  first  conveyance.  I  am  now  attempting  (by  way  of  experi- 
ment) to  make  a  kind  of  cloth  from  the  bark  of  a  tree  which 
spins  and  dresses  welL  I  trust  I  shall  before  long  be  enabled  to 
shew  a  specimen  of  it, 

*  tbk  dry  weather  continued  ontil  Ifarch,  1799,  when  for  two  or  three  days  heavy  rain 
fell,  caming  the  Hawkeebury  River  to  liee  fifty  feet  above  iU  ordinary  level,  and  inundate 
tne  lurroundinc  oountiy.  Amongst  other  DuUdings,  the  Qoveniment  storehouse  waa 
vuhed  away  with  all  its  contents.  Collins  remarks  that  it  ww  rumoured  tkml  the  natives 
ttdwMned  soom  <d  tbs  ssttlcm  ol  the  wDraaoUng  flood,  hot  caatiooaly  sdda  that  the 
rumoor  lacked  conflrmation.— Collins,  vol.  il,  p.  200. 
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Haddock. 


20ct 


Ration  to 
free  people. 


Your  Grace,  in  the  duplicates  of  letters  I  had  the  honor  of 
receiving  by  the  Barwell,  refers  tae  to  original  inclosures  of  special 
documents  sent  by  the  Lady  Shore,  which  are  not  otherwise  par- 
ticularised. I  am,  of  course,  at  a  loss  how  to  advert  to  thenL 
and  request  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  replace  them  in  the 
next  dispatches.  The  law  opinions,  in  particular,  respecting  tbe 
power  of  a  Vice- Admiralty  Court,  which  your  Grace  mentions, 
I  must  remain  an  entire  stranger  to  untill  I  am  in  possession  of  it 
.by  some  more  fortunate  conveyance. 

Your  Grace,  by  the  letters  forwarded  by  the  Barwell,  which 
returns  to  England  by  way  of  China,  will  observe  we  have  lately 
held  a  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty  here,  and  the  proceedings  thereof 
have  been  transmitted  to  Sir  James  Harriot 

Before  I  conclude,  my  Lord,  permit  me  to  remark  that  the 
stationary  sent  out  to  this  colony  is  widely  disproportioned  to  the 
consumption.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  a  more  abundant  supply  of 
that  article  will  be  sent  as  early  as  possible.  The  Judge- Advocate's 
office,  which  embraces  such  a  variety  of  objects,  and  where  the 
business  every  day  grows  upon  a  more  enlarged  and  extensive 
scale,  is  intirely  without  any  allowance,  and  I  have  inconvenienced 
myself  to  administer  to  its  exegencies,  fearing  that  the  public 
service  might  otherwise  have  been  materially  injured.* 

I  have  not  judged  it  expedient  to  send  duplicates  of  my  las^t 
dispatches  by  this  conveyance,  but  will  forward  them  by  the 
earlyest  opportunity.  I  have,  «tc., 

Jno    Hunter. 

Under  Secretary  King  to  Lieutenant-Governor  King. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  25th  September,  1798. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  acquaint  yoo, 
in  answer  to  your  letter  to  me  of  the  18th  instant,  that  hl^ 
Grace  will  recommend  an  allowance  of  £96  being  made  in  the 
next  year's  estimate  for  New  South  Wales  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Had- 
dock, in  addition  to  what  has  been  granted  to  that  gentleman  by 
the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel,  but  that  no  allowance 
can  be  made  to  him  before  that  period.!  I  am,  <kc., 

J.   KiNC. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

2nd  October,  1798. 
Parole — :Newport.  Countersign — America. 

The  Commissary  is  directed  to  issue  on  Saturday  and  Monday 
next  the  following  ration,  and  continue  it  until  further  orders : — 
To  the  Civily  Military,  Free  People,  Watchmen,  tSx, 

Beef      71b.,  or  Wheat      lOft. 

Pork     41b.  Maize        10  lb. 

*  Ante,  p.  280 ;  post,  p.  788. 

f  Although  the  money  was  avaiUtble,  Mr.  Haddock  did  not  flU  this  p<Mition.'Ante,  p.  i 
(note> 
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ConvicUf  d-c.  1798 

Beef      7  lb.,  or  Wheat      9Xh.  sOct. 

Pork     41b.  Maize        121b. 

Women  and  children  the  usual  proportion* 

Jno.  Hunter. 


To  convicts. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

3rd  October,  1798.  3  Oct. 

Parole — Sacralegious.  Countersign — Incendiary. 

Whereas  some  worthless  and  infamous  person  or  persons  did  on 
Monday  last,  between  the  hours  of  7  and  8  in  the  evening,  wil- 
fully and  maliciously  set  fire  to  the  church  and  school-house,  t  by  The  church 
which  it  was  completely  consumed.  And  whereas  the  discovei-y  ^^"^^  ^^^'"' 
of  cliaracters  so  extremely  dangerous  to  the  colony  at  large,  as 
well  as  to  its  inhabitants  individually,  is  of  the  utmost  importance  : 
Notice  is  hereby  given  that  if  any  person  will  come  forward  and 
pve  such  information  as  shall  serve  to  convict  so  horrid  a  character 
before  a  Court  of  Ctiminal  Judicature  they  shall  receive  a  reward 
of  £30.  And  if  the  informer  shall  happen  to  be  a  convict,  such 
convict,  in  addition  to  the  above  rewaiti,  shall  receive  a  full  and 
absolute  emancipation,  and  be  recommended  to  the  master  of  any 
.ship  in  which  he  or  she  may  desire  to  leave  the  colony. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

4th  October,  1798.  4  0ct. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  Governor  that  many  people  who 
are  concerned  in  petty  dealings  with  every  description  of  inhabi- 
tants in  this  colony  consider  themselves  at  liberty  to  imprison  the  imprwon- 
persons  of  their  debtors,  when  unable  to  discharge  their  demands,  J^^*  ^^' 
by  which  means  the  public  interest  is  materially  injured,  and  the 
Crown  deprived  of  the  services  of  such  debtors : 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  and  the  Governor  expects  it  to  be 
seriously  attended  to,  that  the  public  labouring  servants  of  the 
C-rown  are  not  to  be  detained  from  their  duty  by  imprisoning  their  convict« 
persons  in  this  way,  the  property  they  possess  being  considered  as  ^^'^'"*"* 
belonging  to  Government ;  and  if  any  such  dealers  shall  be  desirous 
at  any  time  of  accommodating  the  labouring  servants  of  the  Crown 
^th  credit,  it  must  be  wholly  and  absolutely  upon  the  strength  of 
their  good  faith  in  the  integrity  of  such  people,  and  not  under  a 
notion  that  they  can  arrest  and  imprison  them  by  forms  of  law  ; 
and  it  is  from  henceforth  to  be  generally  understood  that  Govem- 
nient  will  by  no  means  dispense  with  the  labour  of  its  servants  for 
the  partial  accommodation  of  any  private  dealings  whatever. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

*  The  oraal  proportion  wu  two-thiids. 

t  Thin  wu  the  church  erected  by  the  Rev.  R.  Johnson  in  170S.— Vol  iL,  p.  65  and  notes. 
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Geoiye 

Huttor. 


1796  Sib  Joseph  Banks  to  Undek  Secretaby  King. 

10  Oct  My  Dear  Sir,  Spring  Grove,  16th  Oct,  1798. 

OMdmar'0  I  am  bappj  to  find  yoa  approve  ihe  instmctions  I  bave 

instmotioDs.  (jj^^,,^  for  the  gardener,  and  sensible  of  the  compliment  yoa 
have  paid  me  by  sending  them  out  to  Governor  Hunter.  The  first 
use  of  them,  however,  is  to  put  them  properly  into  the  hands  of 
George  Suter,*  the  gardener,  either  under  the  signature  of  the 
office  or  such  other  as  you  may  think  expedient 

My  idea  is  that  he  should  be  put  under  the  directions  of  Gorr. 
King,  in  which  case  the  Grovr.  must  have  instructions  from  the 
office  to  sign  them,  and  take  upon  himself  the  general  superin- 
tendance  of  the  garden  and  gardener  during  the  voyaga 

George  Suter,  you  know,  undertakes  to  act  as  gardener  without 
fee  or  reward,  on  condition  of  being  allow'd  to  settle,  of  having 
a  grant  of  200  acres,  <fec,  <kc.,  as  usual  Pray  do  not  forget  to 
give  Hunter  instructions  on  this  subject  If  Suter  carries  cot 
the  plants  in  good  health  he  will  deserve  well  of  the  colony,  and 
no  doubt  will  be  properly  attended  to.  At  all  events,  he  has 
behav'd  so  quietly,  so  sensibly,  and  so  prudently  during  the  whole 
time  he  has  been  under  my  directions  that  I  feel  a  great  interest 
in  his  future  prospects,  and  a  strong  wish  that  good  land  may  he 
allotted  to  him,  and  decent  convicts  allowed  him  for  servants. 

Be  so  good  as  to  add  to  the  Ust  of  plants  which  I  sent  you  in 
box  No.  12  two  carob-trees,  and  in  box  No.  2  Roxburgh's  spring 
grass.  In  the  recapitulation  please  to  enter  as  an  article  fodder 
for  cattle,  and  under  it  insert  these  two  names.  The  carob  is  one 
of  the  best  fodders  known  in  the  south  of  Europe  for  all  kinds 
of  animals,  and  the  spring  grass  is  said  to  have  been  of  incredible 
service  to  the  island  of  St.  Helena.         Believe  me,  &c., 

Jos.  BAKxa 


Fodder 
I^anta. 


Irregular 
■entenoet. 


Evan  Nbpban  to  Majob-Gbnebal  iNNEaf 
Sir,  The  Admiralty  Office,  16th  October,  1798L 

In  consequence  of  two  marines  having  been  sentenced  br 
the  Courts-martial  before  whom  they  were  tried  to  serve  in  the 
New  South  Wales  Corps  during  life,  I  am  oom'd  by  my  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Adm'ty  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  informatioa 
of  the  members  of  such  Courts-martial  as  you  may  hereafter  be 
directed  to  assemble,  that  such  sentences  being  very  irregular,  it  is 
their  Lordships'  direction  that  they  be  not  again  repeated 

I  am,  &c., 

Eyak  Nbpsax. 

*  George  Suitor.— Ante,  pp.  888,  882,  411. 

t  Major-Oeneml  Innee  commanded  the  marines  at  Chatham.  A  similar  letter  vai  sent 
^  Nepean  to  the  commanding  offioen  at  PortsaMuth  (Ifajot^QeiMml  Avaiae)  aid  »t 
nymoath  (ilajor-Oenenl  Bowater). 
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Secretary  Nepeak  to  Colonel  Brownrigq.  1798 

Sir,  1 6th  October,  1 7  98.         i6  Oct. 

I  am  coiuiu'd  by  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'y  to  request 
you  will  submit  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  GommV-in-Chief  their 
Lordships'  desire  that  two  marines  who  have  been  tried  by  Court-  The  New 
martial  and  sentenced  to  serve  during  life  in  the  New  South  oorosand^ 
Wales  Corps  may  be  received  therein  accordingly;  and  to  commu-  "riwnew. 
nicate  at  the  sante  time  to  his  Royal  Highness  that  their  Lord- 
ships, being  aware  that  the  Courts  by  whom  they  were  tried  have 
actod  irregularly  in  passing  those  sentences,  have  taken  measures 
to  prevent  it  being  again  repeated*  I  am,  &c., 

E.N. 

Evan  Nepean  to  Major-General  Avarne. 
Sir,  17th  October,  1798.  noct. 

I  have  communic'd  to  my  Lords  Com'rs  of  the  Admiralty 
your  letter  of  the  11th  ins' t,  requesting  that  John  M*Kennis,  who  a  sentence 
is  sentenced  to  serve  during  life  in  the  'New  South  Wales  Corps,  ^^**^*^ 
niay  be  removed  from  the  Portsmouth  barracks ;  and,  in  return, 
I  am  comm'd  by  their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you  that  necessary 
measures  are  now  taking  for  him  to  be  sent  to  the  said  corps. 

E.N. 

Lieutenant-Governor  Kino  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 
(Banks  Papers.) 
Sir,  Blackheath  Hill,  Tuesday,  17th  October,  1798. 

The  Porpoise  is  now  at  Long  Reach,  whither  she  went  yes- 
terday, and  will  be  ready  to  receive  the  plants  when  they  can  be  Conveyance 
sent.     I  should  be  extremely  obliged  to  you  to  inform  me  when  J^J*    ^  "'^ 
it  is  probable  they  may  set  off  from  Kew,  and  when  I  may  Porpoiie. 
expect  them  at  Greenwich  or  Deptford,  where  the  boat  must  lye 
one  tide. 

I  have  purchased  six  baskets  to  hang  the  seeds  in  in  my  own 
cabbin ;  and  as  they  are  made  on  purpose  and  close,  they  will 
add  to  the  security  of  the  seeds.  As  we  shall  not  be  able  to  do 
without  a  stove,  do  you  think  the  warmth  from  that  will  injure 
the  seeds  ?  If  so,  I  will  dispose  of  them  otherways  until  we  have 
no  longer  use  for  a  fire,  which  will  be  soon  after  our  departure. 
I  have  arranged  a  list  of  seeds,  if  it  should  be  in  your  power  to 
procure  me  some  of  this  year'& 

I  have  wrote  to  Souter  [Suttorl  who  will,  of  course,  wait  your 
orders.    I  beg  my  respects  to  Lady  and  Miss  Banks. 

I  am,  &c,y 

P.  G.  Kino. 

«  Ante,  pp.  298, 476,  406,  Md  post,  p.  619. 
VOL.  Ill — 2  1 
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1798 

17  Oct. 
List  of  seeds. 


Karly  York  ^ 

Anjou 

Early  Sugar-loaf   }>  Cabbage. 

Late  Sugar-loaf 

Scotch  for  Cattle  J 

Chaix  de  Milan. 

Cauliflower. 

Broooli 

Sea  Colewort  or  Kale. 

Lettuces. 

Celery, 

Melon  Seed. 

Two-years'-kecping  Onion. 

Double  Marygold     * 

Clary 

Sweet  and  Pot  Marjoram 

Hyssop 

Rosemary 

Lavender 

Crash 

Carduus  Benedictua. 

Coriander. 

Virginia  Long-leaved  Tobacco. 

Rue,  White  and  Red  Poppy. 

Carraway,  Anise. 

f^enneis. 

Fenujgreek. 

English  and  Turkey  Rhubarb. 


[Enclosure.] 

Poconoy. 

Marshmellows,  Burdock. 
Borage,  Sage,  Mint. 
P^permint. 
*  Wbnnwood. 

About  Two  Quarts  of  bestPesse; 
Do.  do.  do.     Beans. 

Do.  do.  do.     Kidney 

Beans. 
Flower  Seeds. 

Half -iHnt  of  each  of  the  fc^owing 
Grass  Seeds: — 

Red  Clover. 

White  do. 

Trefoil. 

Buckwheat. 

Rye  Grass. 

St.  Foin. 

Dantzick  Flax. 

Lucerne. 

Timothy  Grass. 

Guinea  do. 
Stones  and  Seeds  of  Fruit. 
There  is  no  Gooseberry  or  Currant 

Cuttings  in  the  boxes. 
Stone  Pine  Seed. 
The  best  kind  of  Broom  Seed  as  a 

substitute  for  Hops. 
Madder  Plant  or  Seed. 
A  Quart  of  Flax  Seed. 


Sweet 
and 
Pot 

Herbs. 


I  beg  pardon  for  this  long  liat^  but  I  thought  hinting  such  things 
as  appeared  wanting  might  be  aoceptable.  May  I  request  a  list  of 
the  seeds  sent 


80  Oct. 


Labour  of 
oonvicta. 


Hours  of 
labour. 


Government  and  Genebal  Ordbb. 

30th  October,  1798. 
The  Crovemor  having  understood  that  the  people  who  are  emplojed 
by  Government  at  the  Hawkesbury,  such  as  sawyers,  carpent«n, 
and  other  working  people,  do  apply  more  than  half  fche  time  to 
their  own  purposes,  and  that  thro'  that  imposition  the  public  work 
is  almost  wholly  neglected :  The  task  which  the  sawyers  h»ve 
thought  proper  to  establish  for  themselves  is  so  clear  an  impoailkm 
that  it  is  no  longer  to  be  allowed :  t  Unless,  therefore,  they  catt 
what  is  a  fair  weekly  task,  they  are  to  be  employed  agreeable 
to  the  Public  Orders  lately  issued,  that  is,  from  daylight  until  S 
o'clock,  then  an  hour  for  breakfast,  from  9  until  12,  then  one  hour 
and  a  half  to  dinner,  and  from  half-past  1  until  sunset — these  are 

*  Note  in  original :— If  o  wormwood  plant  in  the  boxes. 

t  This  was  not  the  first  time  complaints  had  been  made  about  the  conduct  of  the  8a«7er«w 
Collins  states  (vol.  11,  p.  17)  that  in  January,  1707,  an  inquiry  was  held  oonoemin^  fraoaf 
perpetrated  by  the  sawj-ers,  and  upon  proof  they  were  punished.  A  Oenenl  Order  dealis? 
with  this  matter  was  issued  on  15th  Ma^,  1796.— Ante,  p.  884. 


TIHBSA-GUTTEBS  AT  THE  HAWKESBTJST*  499 

the  working-hoars,  eroept  vhen  a  proper  task  is  cat^  which  of  the      1796 
timber  cntt  at  Hawkesbmy  600  feet  cannot  be  reckoned  too  mock     ao  oet 
The  labouring  people  who  supply  the  pits  can  in  three  days  furnish 
enough  for  the  week,  the  rest  of  their  time  to  be  employed  in  split- 
ing  dbingles,  or  paling  for  enclosing  the  public  buildings,  or  as  the 
commanding  officer  may  judge  best  for  the  public  service. 

The  navigation  of  the  creek  being  nearly  shut  up  by  the  trees  Navigation 
which  have  been  thrown  into  it,  it  is  expected  that  every  person  Hawkes- 
having  a  &rm  upon  its  banks  do  exert  their  utmost  endeavor  bury, 
to  clear  appomte  their  own  grounds,  otherwise  it  may  be  found 
necessary  to  employ  people  at  their  expence. 

It  iB  the  Governor's  intention,  for  the  convenience  of  the  settlers, 
&Cy  at  Hawkesbury,  to  direct  that  a  quarterly  session  be  held  ^^Jf" 
there  regularly  for  the  settling  all  their  civil  concerns ;  the  times 
of  its  sitting  will  be  advertised. 

The  Governor  cautious  the  settlers  against  the  permitting  worth- 
less and  idle  persons  to  lurk  about  upon  their  farms,  as  it  is  Vagrants, 
expected  they  be  in  a  certain  degree  answerable  for  the  conduct 
of  those  whom  they  permit  to  reside  upon  their  grounds  or  employ 
in  their  service.  The  district  constables  are  desired  to  give  in  to 
the  commanding  officer  once  a  month  an  account  of  the  persons 
resident  amongst  the  settlers  in  their  respective  districts,  agreeable 
to  their  original  instructions. 

The  settlers  are  desired,  whenever  they  take  a  man  into  their 
employ,  that  they  immediately  enter  his  name  with  the  chief  con- 
stable, who  is  ordered  to  keep  a  list  or  register  of  the  labouring 
people  employed  within  the  limits  of  his  duty. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

0.  SuTTOB  TO  LiEUTENANT-GovBRNOR  KiNG.     (Banks  Papers.) 

On  board  the  Porpoise,  off  Greenhithe, 
Sir,  30th  October,  1798. 

Yesterday  I  received  your  letter  and  the  set  of  instruc- 
tions, which  I  will  allways  pay  the  strictest  attention  to,  and  do 
everything  in  my  power  to  preserve  the  plants  under  my  care ;  Hants  for 
indeed,  it  will  be  a  great  pleasure  to  me  if  they  all  arrive  safe  at  waTeson Uie 
New  South  Wales,  though  the  tender  plants  are  now  in  a  situa-  P<»poi»«- 
tion  not  favorable  for  them.     Some  of  them  have  been  taken  out 
of  a  warm  stove.     Of  course,  this  cold  situation  is  disadvantageous 
and  hurtfuL     The  jolap  died  before  they  left  Kew,  and  Mr.  Aiton 
had  not  another  to  replace  it.     All  the  plants  at  this  time  look 
well ;  indeed,  there  is  very  little  fear  of  the  hardy  plants,  which 
are  all  in  a  perfect  good  state.      The  peach-trees  (*or  nectarine) 
which  were  in  the  pots  I  have  found  room  for  in  the  boxes. 
The  otherf   plants  remain  as  they  were  sent  on  the  quarter- 

*  Nfde  hy  LieuienatU-Oovemor  JTin^jr:— Some  which  Mr.  Rashldgh  sent  to  me. 
t  JTote  hy  LieutenarU-0<nemor  King  ."—A  small  hox  of  stem-cutnnga. 
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17f6  deck.  The  box  of  liop  plants  I  haFe  got  oa  board,  and  in  the 
jtOtt.  S"^^^*^  '^^  taipolm  was  o\'er  the  garden  the  greater  part  of 
Smidaj,  jesteidaT,  and  all  last  night.  This  morning  I  had  it  off 
to  giTe  them  as  mibdi  air  as  possible,  which  is  very  necessary ;  but 
shall  pot  it  OQ  this  aftenioon,  as  it  appears  much  inclined  for 
lain.  Yours,  &c., 

G.  Suitor. 

»       The  ComnssARY's  Instructions. 
iN«r.  1st  November,  1798. 

InstrocdoDs  to  John  Palmer,  Esq.,  Commissary  of  Stores  and 

ProvisioDs  in  his  Majesty's  settlement  in  New  South  WalesL 
Whereas  his  Majes^  has  been  pleased,  by  warrant  under  his 
Royal  Sign-Manual,  bearing  date  the  2nd  day  of  June,  1791,  to 
appoint  you  to  be  Commissary  of  Stores  and  Provisions  at  his 
Majesty's  settlement  in  New  South  Wales,  subject  to  such  orders 
and  directions  as  you .  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the 
Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  or  from  the  Crovemor, 
or  other  commanding  officer  of  the  said  settlement : 
Thx>|i8  and  I^rsL — ^You  are  to  take  care  that  all  the  troops  of  his  Majesty 
tobe  ftud  convicts  in  the  said  settlement  and  its  dependencies  be  properly 

victualled,    supplied  with  every  species  of  provisions  and  stores,  and  keep  up 
a  stock  of  twelve  months'  provisions,  as  near  as  may  be,  for  the 
said  troops  and  convicts. 
GBttmatc0  of      Second. — You  are  to  transmit  annually  to  us,  or  to  the  Com- 
meote^  be  taissioners  of  the  Treasury  for  the  time  being,  an  estimate,  to  be 
»nit^iiome    previously   inspected  and  approved  by  the  Governor  or  other 
commanding  officer  of  the  said  settlement,  of  the  quantities  of 
provisions  of  all  species  and  of  stores  that  appear  to  you  necessary 
for  the  consumption  of  the  ensuing  year,  distinguishing,  as  far  as  is 
practicable,  the  quantities  necessary  for  each  post  where  troops  or 
convicts  may  be  stationed  in  the  said  settlement  and  its  depen- 
dencies, so  as  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  the  necessity  of 
transhipping  from  head-quarters  and  of  purchases  abroad. 
Parchaaing        Third.  — When  it  is  necessary  or  adviseable  to  make  purchases  of 
'^         provisions  or  stores,  which  purchases  are  to  be  made,  if  possible, 
when  the  Governor  is  on  the  spot,  and  at  no  other  time,  you  are 
to  do  it  under  the  authority  of  the  Governor  or  commander  for 
the  time  being,  either  signified  to  you  in  writing  previous  to  the 
purchase,  or  approved  by  his  signature  to  the  amounts  of  such 
expenses,  and  on  the  best  terms  that  can  be  procured ;  and  you  are 
to  obtain  a  certificate  of  two  respectable  merchants  or  magistrates 
to  the  bills  of  particulars,  that  the  price  paid  was  the  market  pnoe 
according  to  quality  and  condition  of  the  articles,  or  to  the  current 
fnatractions  rate  at  the  time.     If  any  articles  to  be  purchased  should  be  scaroe^ 
n  special      ^^^  ^^   regular  market  price  for  the  same,  yet  a  necessity  for 
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purcbasing,  you  are  to  obtain  from  the  Governor  or  commander  1798 
at  tbe  time  a  written  order  for  tbe  purchase  on  the  best  possible  i  i^qv. 
terms,  for  which  purpose  you  are  to  publish  your  intention  of 
receiving  tenders,  which  tenders,  when  received,  are  to  be  laid 
before  the  Governor  before  the  purchases  are  made.  You  are  then, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Grovernor  or  officer  commanding  at  the 
time,  whose  approbation  is  to  be  signified  by  his  signature  to  each 
bill,  to  draw  bills  yourself  on  us,  or  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  time  being,  for  the  amount,  taking  care  to  note 
on  each  of  the  said  bills  the  course  of  exchange  at  which  the  same 
is  drawn. 

Fourifi. — Whenever  you  shall  have  occasion  to  draw  or  negociate  Bills  of  . 
any  bills  of  exchange,  you  are,  by  public  advertisement,  to  make  «^*»*"8^«- 
known  your  intention  of  so  doing,  giving  as  much  previous  notice 
as  possible,  in  which  advertisement  is  to  be  stated  the  amount 
of  the  sum  which  you  have  it  in  contemplation  to  draw  for  and 
negociate  at  the  time,  and  you  are  to  accept  the  most  advantageous 
proposal  for  the  public  which  shall  be  offered  to  you.  You  are 
also  to  accompany  your  letters  of  advice  of  the  bills  so  drawn  and 
negociated  with  an  affidavit  that  you  had  published  such  advertise- 
ment, that  you  had  accepted  the  most  advantageous  proposal  for 
the  public  that  was  offered  to  you,  and  that  you  had  not,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  received  any  fee  or  gratuity  for  drawing  or 
negociating  the  said  bills.  The  said  affidavit  is  also  to  state  the 
day  on  which  the  advertisement  was  published,  and  the  day  on 
which  the  proposals  were  accepted ;  and,  as  a  further  security  to 
the  public,  you  arc  to  obtain  from  the  Governor  or  commander  ctovernor's 
certificates  of  the  current  rates  of  exchange,  which  certificates  the  certificates, 
said  Governor  or  commander  will  be  instructed  to  grant  you  on 
proper  application  made  for  that  purpose,  and  these  certificates, 
duplicates  of  which  will  be  regularly  sent  to  us,  are  to  be  kept  by 
you  as  your  further  vouchers  of  the  rate  of  exchange.  You  are 
also  to  keep  an  exact  account  of  profit  and  loss  by  exchange 
on  bills  drawn  and  negociated,  to  be  venfied  upon  oath  before  the 
Commissioners  for  auditing  the  public  accounts,  upon  the  audit  of 
your  account  before  that  Board. 

Fifth. — You  are  to  take  receipts  for  all  your  payments  in  the  Reoeiptaand 
presence  of  at  least  one  witness,  such  witness  to  be  a  magistrate,  ^'^^^  ^^ 
or  some  person  in  an  office  at  employment,  and  you  are  to  take 
three  sets  of  all  vouchers,  one  of  which  sets  is  to  be  transmitted 
to  us,  or  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  for  the  time  being. 
Another  set  is  to  accompany  your  accounts,  which  are  from  time 
to  time  to  be  delivered,  duly  attested  on  oath,  to  the  Commis- 
Aioners  for  auditing  the  public  accounts^  and  the  other  set  is  to  be 
detained  for  your  own  use. 

SbAh, — You  are  to  keep  an  account  of  every  species  of  stores  ]^^^j^  ^ 
and  provisions  consigned  to  you  from  this  country,  delivered  into  be  kept 
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1796  yonr  charge,  or  purchajsed  by  yon  under  the  authority  of  the 
iNov.  Commander-in-Chief  for  the  time  being,  as  before  meotuHied; 
charging  yourself  with  the  receipt  of  all  such  stores  and  prDTiflioDa» 
together  with  the  casks,  iron  hoops,  sacks,  or  other  packages  in 
which  such  stores  or  provisions  may  be  removed.  You  are  also 
to  keep  a  r^plar  account  of  all  issues  of  such  stores  and  provisiozus, 
taking  care  in  the  issuing  thereof  that  no  persons  do  receive  the 
same  other  than  such  as  are  entitled  thereto  by  the  established 
custom  of  the  settlement,  or  under  the  particular  written  orders  of 
the  Governor  or  Commander  for  the  time  being ;  and  you  are  to 
take  proper  receipts  from  all  persons  to  whom  you  deliver  stores 
or  provisions  as  your  vouchers  for  the  expenditure. 

Seventh. — If  any  stores  or  provisions  shall  be  damaged,  lost, 
destroyed,  or  plundered,  you  are  to  require  a  survey  thereon,  or 
inquiry  into  the  facts,  which  survey  will  be  directed  to  be  made  by 
persons  to  be  appointed  and  instructed  for  that  purpose  by  the 
Governor,  according  to  the  form  hereunto  annexed  marked  A,^ 
which  persons  are  to  report  to  the  Governor  upon  oath  the  amount 
of  any  stores  or  provisions  lost,  destroyed,  or  plundered,  or  tiie 
state  in  which  any  damaged  stores  and  provisions  shall  be  found, 
according  to  the  form  hereunto  annexed  marked  B ;  and  the 
Governor  will  thereupon  direct  the  stores  and  provisions  which 
may  be  reported  unfit  for  his  Majesty's  service  to  be  sold  or 
destroyed,  as  he  shall  think  most  adviseable,  according  to  the 
annexed  form  C ;  and  you  are  to  obtain  authentic  copies  of  all 
the  proceedings  thereon,  and  also  special  certificates,  according  to 
the  form  annexed  D,  to  be  approved  by  the  Governor,  that  such 
condemned  stores  and  provisions  have  been  bond  Jide  disposed  of 
in  the  manner  directed  by  the  Governor,  for  your  indemnification, 
without  which  you  will  not  be  allowed  credit  for  the  same.  The 
sale  of  such  articles  as  may  be  condemned,  and  ordered  to  be  sold, 
must  be  under  the  authority  of  the  commander  for  the  time  being, 
by  public  sale ;  you  are  to  charge  yourself  in  your  account  to  be 
exhibited  to  the  Commissioners  for  auditing  Uie  public  aooonnts 
with  the  net  proceeds  of  such  condemned  articles,  and  the  vendue- 
master's  account  is  to  be  produced  as  the  voudier  in  support  thereof. 
^*JjJgJJ*«*  Eighth. — You  are  to  make  up,  at  the  end  of  every  year,  and 
transmit  by  the  first  opportunity,  to  us,  or  the  CommiEsioBeis  of 
the  Treasury  for  the  time  being,  or  in  case  no  conveyance  shall 
ofier  for  England,  you  are  to  deliver  regularly  every  year  to  the 
Governor,  to  be  by  him  transmitted,  an  account  of  all  reoeipta, 
whether  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  and  of  all  expenditures,  whether 
by  issues,  condemnations,  or  losses,  of  every  species  of  stores  and 
provisions  under  your  control,  together  with  ^e  remains  in  vXme^ 
distinguished  under  proper  heads  and  authenticated  by  the  signa- 
ture of  the  Governor  or  commander  for  the  time  being  ;  and  with 
these  accounts  you  are  to  transmit  one  set  of  the  vouchers  for  the 

•  The  forms  which  aooompanied  these  instraotions  are  miasliig. 
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iasae  or  expenditure  of  such  stores  and  provisions,  in  order  that  1796 
the  said  acoonnte  and  vouchers  may  be  examined  by  the  Oomp-  i  jsow 
trollers  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Army. 

yinik. — ^Yon  are  to  be  particularly  attentive  to  the  preservation 
of  all  stores  and  provisions,  and  are  to  issue  your  instructions  to 
the  several  officers  employed  by  you  to  the  same  effect^  as  well  as 
for  the  doe  execution  of  their  duty  in  every  respect,  as  they  are 
all  to  be  accountable  to  you,  as  you  are  to  be  responsible  for  the  a  respon- 
whole  to  the  publia  You  are  to  obey  all  such  further  orders  "*^** ''"'*• 
and  instructions  as  you  may,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from 
Q8,  or  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  for  the  time  being, 
or  from  the  Governor  and  commander  for  the  time  being. 

Given  under  our  hands,  at  the  Treasury  Chambers,  Whitehall, 
this  first  day  of  November,  1798.  "V7.  Pitt. 

J.    H.    TOWNSHEKD. 

S.  Douglas. 

GOVSBNOB  HUNTEB  TO   XJkDEB  SECRETARY   KiNO. 

Dear  Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  Ist  Nov.  ,1798. 

Your  favour  of  the  6th  of  February  last*  by  the  ship 
Marquis  Comwallis  I  received  two  days  ago  by  the  arrival  in  this 
port  of  that  ship  with  a  cargo  of  live  cattle  from  the  Cape  Good  ^^''^"^ 
Hope.     You  will  discover  in  some  of  my  letters  on  the  concerns    ^    ^' 
of  the  colony  what  I  have  said  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  upon  the 
subject  of  farming  extensively  on  the  public  account,  and  upon 
the  care  of  numerous  flocks  or  herds  of  public  stock ;  and  I  beg 
in  this  private  way  to  assure  you  that  anxious  as  I  am  to  have 
the  settlement  well  provided,  yet  every  increase  of  our  live  and  Sj5'^^' 
valuable  stock  serves  to  increase  my  anxiety  and  distress  for  want 
of  trusty,  well-qualifled,  and  respectable  persons  to  take  the  care 
aud  management  of  those. truely  important  concerns. 

The  multiplied  dutys  of  the  Governor  are  far,  very  far,  beyond 
any  idea  you  can  possibly  form  of  his  situation,  and,  unless  some 
means  are  faUen  upon  to  lessen  them,  losses  in  various  ways  are 
unavoidable. 

The  young  man  (Evan  Morgan)  whom  you  have  mentioned, 
upon  his  arrival  here,  and  upon  my  understanding  he  had  been 
bred  in  the  medical  line,  was  by  my  order  plac'd  in  the  hospital  a  "^edicai 
department,  where  he  was  far  more  comfortable  than  he  cou'd 
well  have  expected,  and  where  he  might  have  improved  his  infor- 
mation in  the  original  profession  for  which  he  had  been  design'd, 
and  where  also  he  might  have  recommended  himself  by  his  dili- 
gence and  proper  ccmduct ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  inform  his  friends, 
after  the  im  prospect  which  he  had  of  removing  the  impression 
which  his  unhappy  transport'n  to  this  country  might  have  made 
on  the  mind  of  his  friends  and  connections,  he  had  made  some 
infamous  acquaintuioes  here,  which  oou'd  only  serve  to  hasten  his 

*TU9  ktter  has  not  baan  pmerreO. 
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1708  ruin.    Ho  had  been  persuaded  by  them  to  attempt  an  escape  from 

1  Nov.  the  colony  in  an  American  ship  bound  for  Ghina^  which  had  stop'd 

^^ — .  here  only  a  few  days ;  in  this  attempt  he  succeeded,  which  was  not 

trading  discovered  untill  the  day  after  his  departure,  when  his  absence  from 

vessel.  jjjg  ^^^.y  jj^  ^jjg  hospital  made  it  known. 

Suffer  me  here,  my  dear  sir,  to  beseach  you  to  recollect  that  the 
Thecoioniste  whole  colony  are  actualy  naked ;  that  no  cloathing  worth  mention- 
ing has  been  received  here  for  more  than  two  years.  The  Sylph,* 
storeship,  brought  the  last  supply,  and  I  mentioned  then  that  thf 
whole,  or  nearly  all,  we  then  received  wou'd  be  immediatly  issu'd 
to  cloath  the  people.  Since  that  time  the  most  studied  oeconomy 
has  been  practised  to  endeavour  to  cover 'the  nakedness  of  the 
people,  and  at  this  moment  the  anxiety  which  I  experience  from 
daily  and  hourly  petitions  is  excessive.  Not  a  bk^et  to  wrap 
themselves  up  in  during  the  night,  and  I  fear  for  the  consequences 
to  the  general  health  of  the  settlement. 

Some  considerable  time  past  you  desired  I  wou'd  send  you  some 
seeds  of  our  flowering  shrubs,  which  I  did,  as  also  a  cage  of  parrots 
for  Mrs.  King,  but  I  know  not  whether  you  have  been  so  Inch- 
as  to  receive  them. 

I  shall  by  this  conveyance  forward  duplicates  of  my  last  letters 
to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  I  shall  probably  ha\^ 
occasion  to  trouble  his  Qrace  with  a  short  letter  in  addition. 

I  am,  <kc., 
Jno.  Hunter 


Present 
for  Mra. 
King. 


Marquis 
Coravt'allis. 


Cattle  from 
the  Cape. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

My  Lord  Duke,  Sydney,  N.S.  Wales,  1st  November,  1798. 
I  avail  myself  of  the  ship  Marq's  Comwallis,  which  arriv'd 
here  the  27th  ultimo,  and  from  which  I  have  received  on  the 
public  account  a  cargo  of  live  cattle,  to  forward  duplicates  of  such 
despatches  as  I  sent  by  the  Barwell,  which  left  this  port  on  th^ 
I6th  of  Sep'r  for  China. 

The  numbers  of  cattle  received  by  this  ship  are  one  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  cows  and  twenty  bulls,  exclusive  of  a  few  her  commander 
had  on  private  account,  which  have  been  purchased  by  individuals. 
There  are  a  few  rather  weakly,  but  in  general  they  are  in  as  good 
health  as  any  I  have  seen  landed  here  after  a  voyage  of  such  extent. 
and  will  be  a  vast  acquisition  to  the  colony.  A  part  of  the  covs 
are  a  mix'd  breed,  between  the  Cape  and  English  cattle,  which  are 
allowed  to  be  a  good  kind,  and  the  whole  appear  to  be  under  the 
age  of  two  and  a  half  years. 

Permit  me,  my  Lord,  in  this  place  to  assure  your  Grace  tliat  a 

trusty,  well-qualified,  and  respectable  character  becomes  highly 

requisite  to  have  the  general  care  of  the  different  flocks  and  tlie 

losing  cattle,  direction  of  the  herdsmen  that  attend  them,  who  are  all  convicts 

of  the  most  mischievous  and  worthless  discription,  and  Uiey  are 

•  The  Sylpfa  arrived  at  Sydney  on  17th  November,  1796. 
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not  so  strictly  looked  after  as  I  cou'd  wisli.     The  public  stock  is      1798 
now  becoming  numerous,  and  must  necessarily  be  divided  into      ujov. 
several  herds,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  look  after  them, 
but  these  men  must  s^ain  be  narrowly  watch'd,  or  much  loss  will 
be  experienced. 

About  a  month  past  some  wicked  and  disaffected  person  or 
persons,  in  consequence  of  a  strict  order  which  I  saw  it  absolutely 
necessary  to  issue,  for  compelling  a  decent  attention  upon  divine 
senice  and  a  more  sober  and  orderly  manner  of  spending  the 
Sabbath  Day,  took  an  opportunity  of  a  windy  and  dark  evening 
and  set  fire  to  the  church.  This  building  had  also  serv'd  during  The  church 
the  week-days  as  a  school-house,  in  which  from  one  hundred  ^*^™^  *****""■ 
and  fifty  to  two  hundred  children  were  educated  under  the  imme- 
diate superintendance  of  the  clergyman.  In  two  hours  it  was 
eompletely  consumed. 

This  circumstance,  and  many  others  equally  horrid,  were  they 
made  known,  w'd  impress  upon  your  Grace's  mind  more  than 
any  language  I  can  use  what  a  dreadfull  state  of  wickedness  and 
profligacy  the  colony  wou'd  by  this  time  have  been  plung'd  in  had 
it  not  been  for  the  strict  civil  police  which  I  early  saw  the  neces- 
sity of,  and  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  establish.  A  more 
wicked,  abandoned,  and  irreligious  set  of  people  have  never  been  Homis  of 
brought  together  in  any  part  of  the  wold.  My  support  of  the  ^®^"J* 
clergy  and  the  countenance  which  they  are  entitled  to,  and  which, 
as  a  most  necessary  and  essential  part  of  that  civil  police,  they 
will  always  receive  from  me,  has  not  been  much  relish'd  by  the 
colony  at  large,  because  order  and  morality  is  not  the  wish  of  its 
inliabitants ;  it  interferes  with  the  private  views  and  pursuits  of 
individuals  of  various  discriptions. 

This  misfortune  of  having  our  only  church  destroyed  has  not, 
however,  answer'd  the  end  proposed  by  its  destruction — that  of 
setting  aside  for  a  time  all  appearance  of  religion  or  attendance 
on  divine  worship,  and  of  employing  the  time  set  apart  for  those 
necessary  purposes  or  dutys  in  such  manner  as  best  corresponded 
with  the  different  views  of  the  various  characters  ;  for,  having  a 
short  time  before  finished  a  large  storehouse,  which  had  not  yet 
heen  applied  to  its  intended  purpose,  I  have  had  it  fitted  up  as  a 
temporary  place  for  public  worship,  and  I  have  laid  the  foundation  A  temporary 
of  a  large  and  substantial  stone  church  at  Sydney,  which  we  shall  ^  ""^  *' 
continue  to  work  at  with  such  men  as  we  can  afford  from  other 
essential  labour  untill  it  is  finished.*  I  have  also  laid  the  foundation 
of  a  church  of  smaller  size  at  Parramatta,t  and  I  trust  we  shall  be 
able  to  complete  with  such  materials  as  may  prevent  the  success 
of  similar  attempts  in  future. 

I  have  pleasure  in  assuring  your  Grace  that  the  colony,  generally  Healthy,  but 
speaking,  is  in  perfect  health ;  but,  I  am  concerned  to  add,  intirely  "**''^- 
naked  for  want  of  a  supply  of  slop  cloathing  and  of  bedding. 

•  St.  Phillip's.  t  St.  John's. 
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The  dry 
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Macarthur'8 
ehatgea. 


Hunter's 
counter- 
charges. 


Hunter 
protests  hia 
purity  of 
motive. 


Since  the  &ilure  of  those  ill-consider'd  attempts  ol  the  Iiisb 
convicts  of  deserting  from  the  settlement,  either  by  land  or  water, 
we  have  had  no  farther  schemes  of  that  nature  plan'd.  I  am  of 
opinion  thej  will  not  in  futore  be  so  unwise,  altho'  ever  tmrbnknt 
and  discontented ;  but  as  a  matter  of  common  justice  to  those  con' 
victs,  I  hope  that  your  Grace's  application  to  the  Irish  Qovenunent 
for  an  account  of  the  time  of  their  convictions  and  term  of  tnms- 
portation  of  those  hitherto  sent  from  that  country  will  be  attended 
ta*  I  have  informed  the  people  that  your  Grace  had  pronm^d  it 
should  be  sent  out. 

I  wrote  your  Grace  since  the  departure  of  the  Barwell  by  an 
American  vessel  bound  to  China,  and  dated  25th  September,!  ib 
which  I  stated  how  unlucky  we  had  been  in  an  unoommon  sultry 
season  attended  with  a  tedious  drought,  but  that  I  did  not  appre- 
hend any  other  misfortune  than  the  disappointment  of  my  hope  of 
being  able  to  lower  the  price  of  grain  this  year.  Our  crops  have 
suffered  so  much  I  do  not  expect  that  we  shall  reap  more  tium  half 
the  quantity  we  had  a  right  to  have  expected. 

With  my  other  duplicates  your  Grace  will  also  receive  one  of 
my  letter  of  the  25th  July, }  mark'd  separate,  in  answer  to  that 
shamefull,  abominable,  and  artfull  letter  of  Capt.  McArthur  to 
your  Grace.  You  will  also,  my  Lord,  receive  with  it  duplicates  of 
all  its  inclosures,  that  there  be  no  difficulty,  thro'  a  want  of  fnfl 
information,  in  seeing  into  the  unpardonable  design  of  this  artfull, 
mischievous,  and  troublesome  character. 

Your  Grace  will,  I  am  sure,  excuse  my  taking  the  liberty  to  say 
that  I  cannot  suffer  this  man's  false  and  impertinent  representar 
lions,  as  far  as  they  relate  to  my  immediate  arrangements  and 
regulations  for  the  sidvantage  and  public  order  of  this  colony,  to 
pass  unnoticed ;  nor  can  I  allow  my  conduct  for  those  essential 
purposes  to  be  judg'd  of  and  represented  by  every  or  any  impeni- 
nent  med'lar  or  trader  in  this  settlement,  who,  having  no  pubUc 
duty  to  employ  their  time,  go  sculking  about  to  make  their 
observations  and  pass  their  judgement  on  all  the  public  measure 
which  are  not  convenient  to  their  views  and  speculations,  and 
putting  such  constructions  upon  them  as  suit  the  wishes  of  their 
own  malicious  heart,  and  may  answer  the  end  of  their  own 
detestable  and  contemptible  designs.  Nothing  upon  earth  cou  d 
possibly  gratify  me  so  much  as  to  have  every  measure  of  mine 
and  its  motive  clearly  understood  and  seen  thro'  by  your  Grace. 
I  am  confident,  were  that  the  case,  that  I  shou'd,  as  matter  of 
common  justice,  receive  that  credit  which  I  hope  I  am  not  vain 
and  I  am  sure  I  am  not  singular,  in  conceiving  myself  intitled 
to.     I  wait  impatiently  for  your  Grace's  judgement  on  this  man's 

* TUa  WMsent by  tiM traiwport  Miiwrva,  which  wrivvd at ByAnayon the llth  JaDour. 
1800.  ,  r-  -. 

t  Ante,  p.  401  }  Ante,  pp.  41S-44e. 
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conduct,  and  I  trust  it  will  be  such,  when  my  reply  has  been       1796 
penued  and  considered,  as  to  require  his  Majesty's  ditennination      i  i^qv, 
npon  it    His  artfull  attempt  to  skroen  from  any  degree  of  censure  m|^^ 
such  part  of  the  measures  of  his  own  commanding  officers  as  I  and  the 
found  it  necessary,  consistent  with  my  instructions,  to  alter,  and  <>^<^"- 
which  he  has  attempted,  in  direct  opposition  to  truth,  to  place 
to  my  account,  was  beyond  any  doubt  designed  to  influence  those 
gentlemen  who  are  in  England,  and  on  the  spot,  in  favour  of  his 
mean  and  contemptible  representations  ;  but  they  are,  I  believe, 
men  of  too  much  honour  to  countenance  a  conduct  so  highly 
improper.     If  he  thought  they  were  right,  I  must  of  course  have 
appeared  wrong,  and  no  doubt  liable  to  censure  for  the  alteration. 

The  cause   of  this  man's  conduct  in   writing  in  the  secret  Hunter's 
maimer  he  did  a  string  of  representations  so  completely  untrue  ^p^^>^^o" 
that  none  in  this  settlement  had  been  able  to  make  such  discoverys  liacaithur's 
hut  himself,  some  of  which  respected  my  arrangements  and  man-  ^'^'^^  *^"' 
agement  of  its  concerns,  which  at  that  time  I  had  scarsely  been 
able  to  ooUect  any  true  state  of,  was  clearly  from  my  having  been 
able  to  discover  enough  of  his  views  to  put  me  on  my  guard 
against  delegating  much  of  the  Governor's  power  or  authority  to 
him.    The  good  of  public  service  I  have  never  been  able  to  dis- 
cover to  be  any  part  of  his  object  or  wishes,  nor  am  I  in  this 
opinion  singular.    In  shorty  my  Lord,  I  am  thoroughly  convinced 
that  the  liberty  he  has  assum'd  of  corresponding  with  your  Grace 
upon  the  concerns  with  which  I  am  charg'd  he  never  wou'd  have 
ventur'd  upou  but  from  an  opinion  that  he  wou'd  receive  coun- 
tenance in  doing  so  from  such  of  his  own  of&cers  as  were  on  the  Macurthur'a 
spot  in  London,  who,  as  officers,  I  have  too  high  an  opinion  to  oiBoen  in 
believe  capable  of  encouraging  by  their  countenance  or  approba-  EnifiAnd. 
tion  a  conduct  subversive  of  all  authority,  and  of  which  I  conceive 
they  wou'd  feel  as  tenaceous  as  I  do.  I  have,  <&c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

P.S. — I  began  this  letter  by  observing  that  I  had  forwarded  Letter  held 
duplicates  of  my  last  letter  by  the  ship  Ms.  Comwallis,  but  the  ^^^'^ 
luaster  of  her  appears  so  undetermined  respecting  his  route  to 
Bengal  that  I  am  a  little  doubtfull  of  the  safety  of  the  convey- 
ance ;  shall  therefore  wait  another  opportunity. 


G.  SuTTOR  TO  J.  W.  AiTON,*  Ebq.      (Banks  Papers.) 
On  board  the  Porpoise,  lying  in  Long  Keach, 
Sir,  off  Greenhithe,  Kent,  6th  Nov.,  1798. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  this  letter  to  you,  as  I 
have  experienced  so  much  of  your  kindness  and  well  wishes.     I 

*The  family  of  Alton  had  been  associated  with  the  science  of  botany  for  a  number  of 
.▼can.  At  the  tl»e  this  letter  wu  written  John  To wnsend  Alton  was  manager  of  the  Royal 
Gamem  at  Kew,  a  poattion  held  before  him  by  his  father,  William  Alton.  J.  W.  Alton  wa* 
probably  a  brother  of  the  manager. 


6  Nov. 
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6  Nov. 

An  uneasy 
settler. 


The  two 
KingB. 


SettlenT 
terms. 


The  plants. 


7  Nov. 


Female 
convicts. 


Employ- 
ment of 
cjonvict 
women  by 
officers  and 
others. 


do  not  doubt  but  that  when  you  can  you  will  serve  me.  'At  pre- 
sent the  request  I  have  to  make  is  for  your  advice.  I  am  nov 
on  board  the  Porpoise  comfortable  situated,  bat  spend  some  unea&v 
moments  respecting  the  advantages  I  am  to  have  as  a  settler  in 
New  South  Wales,  not  having  any  letter  either  &om  Sir  J.  Banks 
or  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  am  affraid  I  have  made  some  mis- 
take between  the  Gov.  King  and  Secretary  King.  Sir  J .  R  told 
me  he  had  writ  to  Mr.  King  respecting  the  advanta^^es  I  was  to 
have  in  the  colony.  When  I  mentioned  it  to  Gov.  King  he  said 
he  had  not  had  any  letter  from  Sir  J.  B.  about  it.  This  is  one  oi 
the  reasons  why  I  am  uneasy.  Another  is  that  Mr.  Gearish,  the 
young  man  who  is  with  me,  has  got  the  whole  of  his  settlement 
from  the  Duke  of  Portland's  office.  What  I  wish  you  to  do  for 
me,  sir,  is,  if  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  mention  something  of  it 
to  Sir  J.  B.,  if  you  think  it  prudent,  and  will  favor  me  with  an 
answer ;  at  the  same  time  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  favor 
me  with  an  account  of  Sir  J.'s  health. 

The  plants  all  appear  in  a  fair  way,  except  some  of  the  tender 
ones,  which  seem  on  the  decline  ;  but  I  hope  we  shall  leave 
England  time  enough  to  preserve  them. 

I  must  here  return  thanks  for  the  kindness  I  have  received 
from  you,  and  beg  to  be  remembered  to  all  the  family.  Mn. 
Suttor  also  begs  to  be  remembred  to  the  Mr.  Aitons. 

Yours,  &c., 
G.  Suitor. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

7th  November,  1798. 
Parole — Spain.  Countersign — Portugal 

The  complaints  which  are  daily  made  to  the  Governor  of  the  re- 
fractory and  disobedient  conduct  of  the  convict  women*  renders  it 
necessary  that  some  steps  be  instantly  taken  to  make  those  trouble- 
some characters  moro  clearly  understand  the  nature  of  their 
situation  in  this  countiy,  and  the  dutys  which  they  are  liable  to 
be  called  to  perform.  The  Governor  has  judged  it  necessary  to 
desire  that  every  officer  or  other  housekeeper  in  the  colony  who 
may  have  women  servants  in  their  family  do  immediately  forward 
to  the  Judge- Advocate's  office  at  Sydney  the  names  of  such  as 
they  employ  in  their  respective  families.  He  also  desires  that 
they  will  not  employ  or  afford  protection  from  public  labor  any 
but  such  as  they  are  permitted  to  retain  ;  and  that  when  at  any 
time  they  are  desireous  of  discharging  from  their  service  or  em- 
ployment any  servant  of  this  description  they  do  send  an  inti- 
mation thereof,  with  a  character,  to  the  above  office.  And  as  the 
Governor  has  never  limitted  the  officers  and  other  housekeepers  in 

•  Writing  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  on  the  18th  November,  1796,  Hunter  expraaed  a  «-b6 
that  DO  more  female  convicts  would  be  Bent  (ante,  p.  182>.  In  his  Public  Order  of  3nl  JuTs 
1790,  Hunter  described  the  convict  women  as  worse  than  the  men  (post,  p.  685X 
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the  number  of  women  servants  which  they  consider'd  indispensably      1798 
requisite  in  their  domestic  concerns,  he  trusts  they  will  afford  him      7  kov. 
eveiy  assistance  in  their  power  which  may  enable  him  to  detect 
imposition  and  serve  to  correct  any  abuse  of  such  indulgence. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


Letter  from  a  Female  Convict* 
I  TAKE  the  first  opportunity  of  informing  you  of  my  safe  arrival     10  Nov. 
in  this  remote  quarter  of  the  world  after  a  pretty  good  passage 
of  six  months.     Since  my  arrival  I  have  purchased  a  house,  for 
which  I  gave  £20,  and  the  following  articles,  which  are  three  prioet 
turkies,  at   15s.  each;    three  sucking-pigs,  at  10s.;   a  pair  ofgJJ^*** 
pigeons,  at  8s. ;  a  yard-dog,  £2 ;  two  muscovy  ducks,  at  10s.  each ; 
three  English  ducks,  at  5&  each;  and  a  goat,  five  guineas;  six 
geese,  at  15&  each.     I  have  got  a  large  garden  to  the  house,  and 
a  licence.     The  sign  is  the  "  Three  Jolly  Settlers."     I  have  met 
with  tolerable  good  success  in  the  public  lina     I  did  a  little  trade  Tnffic  on  % 
in  the  passage  here  in  a  number  of  small  articles,  such  as  sugar,  tnnniort 
tea,  tobacco,  thread,  snuff,  needles,  and  eveiy  thing  that  I  could 
get  anything  by.     The  needles  are  a  shilling  a  paper  here,  and 
fine  thread  is  sixpence  a  skain.     I  have  sold  my  petticoats  at  two 
guineas  each,  and  my  long  black  cloak  at  ten  guineas,  which  shews 
that  black  silk  sells  well  here;  the  edging  that  I  gave  Is.  8d.  per 
yard  for  in  England,  I  got  5s.  for  it  here.     I  have  sold  all  tho 
worst  of  my  cloaths,  as  wearing  apparel  brings  a  good  price.     I 
bought  a  roll  of  tobacco  at  Rio  Janeiro,  of  54  lb.  weight,  which 
cost  me  20s.,  which  I  was  cheated  out  of ;  I  could  have  got  12s.  a 
I)ound  for  it  here.     I  likewise  bought  a  cwt.  of  sugar  there,  and 
also  many  other  articles.     Rum  sells  for  Is.  6d.  per  gallon  there, 
and  here,  at  times,  £2.     Any  person  coming  from  England  with 
&  few  hundred  pounds  laid  out  at  any  of  the  ports  that  shipping 
touch  at  coming  here  are  liable  to  make  a  fortune.     Shoes  that  >«  Liable  to 
»st  48.  or  58.  a  pair  in  England  will  bring  from  10s.  to  15s.  here.  ?^jf®*  » 
On  our  passage  here  we  buried  only  two  women  and  two  children. 
The  climate  is  very  healthful  and  likewise  very  fertile,  as  there  are 
^wo  crops  a  year  of  almost  everything ;  and  I  really  believe,  with 
:he  assistance  of  God,  by  the  time  that  I  have  paid  the  forfeit, 
iccording  to  the  laws  of  my  country,  I  shall  acquire  a  little  money 
'O  return  home  with,  which  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt  of,  and 
»  be  a  comfort  to  you  at  the  latter  end  of  your  days.     Any  person  gettiere' 
hat  should  have  a  mind  to  come  out  here  as  a  settler,  by  applying  prospecu. 
it  the  Secretary  of  State's  Office,  may  have  a  free  passage,  and 
ikewise  two  men  and  a  farm  here,  which  is  great  encouragement. 
^  should  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  you  the  first  opportunity.    I 

*  Reprinted  from  the  True  Briton  of  10th  November,  1796.  The  Editor  of  the  True 
iritm  prefixed  the  foQowinff  note :— *'  Letter  of  «  woman  lately  transportiHl  to  Botany  Bay 
0  h«r  father." 
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17M      live  by  mjaelf,  and  did  not  do  as  the  rest  of  the  women  did  on  the 

10  Not.     P^^ssage,  which  was,  every  one  of  them  that  conld  had  a  hoabaod. 

I  shall  oonelade  with  giving  my  kind  love  to  my  brother  and  sistets, 

nieces  and  nephews,  so  am,  dear  father,  your  ever  dvtifal,  loTiBg, 

and  affectionate  daughter  till  death, 


15  Nor. 


Land 
toSut 


grant 
lUor. 


LiKUTiiNAirr-Gk>vsBKOR  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Bajxkb. 
(Banks  Papers.) 

8,  Suffolk  Street,  Charing  X, 

Sir,  15th  November,  1798. 

On  looking  into  the  letter-book  at  the  Secy,  of  Storet^  I  find 
the  following  parh.,  dated  16th  October : — 

*^  I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  transmit  you  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Sir  J.  Banks  to  me,  relative  to  Geo.  Souter 
rSuttor],  the  gardner,  and  to  desire  that  Sir  Joseph's  recommen- 
dation may  be  attended  to,  so  far  as  his  meritorious  conduct  may 
entitle  him,  and  as  you  may  judge  reasonable  and  expedient"— 
Signed  by  J.  King. 

As  I  did  not  see  the  copy  of  your  letter  alluded  to,  I  could  not  j 
send  the  above  information  to  Souter  by  this  night's  post;  bnt  j 
as  far  as  my  memory  will  serve  me,  it  was  that  he  should  have  a  | 
grant  of  200  acres  in  a  convenient  situation,  and  be  allowed  tbe 
labour  of  two  convicts  for  a  certain  time,  with  a  hutt,  implements 
of  husbandry,  be  maintained  a  twelvemonth  from  the  stores,  all 
advantages  which  other  settlers  had,  and  the  extension  of  them  to 
depend  upon  his  own  conduct  during  the  voyage  and  in  the  colony. 
Gerish's  letter  I  saw,  in  which  he  is  mentioned  as  a  gardner,  and 
to  be  allowed  to  become  a  settler,  and,  as  far  as  consistent  with 
Qovr.  Hunter's  instructions,  to  be  assisted,  so  that  Souter's  sitaa- 
tion,  by  your  kindness,  is  such  as  to  place  him  in  a  certainty,  which 
he  appears  to  have  had  his  doubts  of  by  his  letter  to  Mr.  Aiton* 
I  did  intend  writing  to  you  to-morrow  morning,  but  that  I  am 
obliged  to  go  towards  the  city.  I  am,  dra,  I 

P.  G.  Kwc. 


18  Nov. 


Caley 
hastens  to 
London. 


G.  Calby  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.     (Banks  Pkpers.) 
Sir  Joseph,  Strangeways,  18th  November,  1798.    i 

I  have  just  received  your  letter,  and  find  the  contents  t<» 
be  highly  satisfactory  to  my  inclinations.  It  has  took  me  mach 
at  a  nonplus,  whereby  I  am  afraid  it  will  [be]  Tuesday  morning 
the  27th  instant,  before  I  can  be  in  London  ;  had  it  happened  a 
fortnight  or  three  weeks  later  I  could  have  been  ready  in  twelve 
hours ;  however,  if  it  is  possible  that  I  can  leave  home  before 
that  time  I  certainly  shall  do  [so],  for  I  should  like  to  stop  a  fev 
in  liondon. 

^  Ante,  p.  507. 
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It  would  hare  beea  by  £ar  the  better  if  an  earlier  intelligence      17M 
had  come  to  hand,  as  articles  in  wearing  apparel  would  have  been     isnov, 
more  easy  purchased  in  Manchester  than  in  IxHxdon.     I  shall  ^^^~~ 
endeavour  to  discover  matters  likely  to  improve  commerce,  though 
I  am  well  aware  that  I  can  make  no  profits  from  them,  but, 
perhaps,  io  coarse  of  time,  they  may  benefit  the  public.     I  must 
not  forget  to  own  that  this  opportunity  is  such  a  one  as  I  have 
oftentimes  wished  to  gain,  and  by  far  more  agreeable  than  the 
first  intended  one.     If  I  do  not  now  make  a  progress  I  shall  be 
very  much  to  blame;  but  my  hopes  are  far  different,  for  I  will 
strain  every  nerve  to  make  those  discoveries  that  may  be  expected 
from  an  individual. 

For  to  have  had  a  better  knowledge  of  the  Bot.  Bay  plants  I  Botany  Bt^ 
shoold  like  to  have  took  my  specimens  along  with  me,  but  as  I  have  ^^^^ 
incorporated  them  amongst  my  other  specimens,  the  present  time 
will  not  permit  me  to  look  them  out.  I  can  retain  a  great  number 
of  them  in  my  memory;  but  if  I  can  get  in  London,  and  can  have 
as  much  leisure  as  will  admit  of  visiting  some  of  the  gardens,  I 
can  obtain  more  from  thence.  I  do  not  mean  by  this  to  get  com- 
pleat  specimens  fitting  for  an  herbarium,  but  a  small  slip  or  leaf, 
for  these  will  afford  a  refreshment  to  the  memory.* 

I  am,  <fec., 
G.  Calxy. 

CrOVSBNMXNT  AND  QSNSBAL  ObDER. 

26th  November,  1798.         26  Nov. 
Parole — ^Attention.     Oounteraign — Compliance. 
The  Public  Order  of  the  7tht  (in  which  every  officer  or  other 
housekeeper  in  the  colony  were  directed  to  make  a  return  to  the 
Judge- Advocate's  office,  at  Sydney,  of  the  names  of  the  women  Female 
servants  they  might  employ  in  their  domestic  concerns,  and  whose  *'**°Y^bv 
labor  might  be  the  property  of  the  Government)  not  having  been  oS^mand 
attended  to  except  by  a  few  individuals,  his  Excellency  has  judged  ■•**^*'* 
it  necessary  to  repeat  that  it  is  his  desire  the  above  return  be 
made  as  early  as  it  can  be  done,  otherwise  he  shall  find  proper  to 
call  all  those  women  in  to  perform  such  work  as  the  public  service 
may  require  of  them. 

This  Order  is  meant  to  extend  to  settlers  as  well  as  others 
who  may  have  any  of  the  female  servants  of  the  Crown  in  their 
employment.  Those  who  reside  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Parra- 
matta  will  forward  their  returns  to  Mr.  Atkins,  those  at  the 
Hawkesbury  to  the  commanding  officer  there. 

Jno.  Hukteb. 

*  This  l«tter  is  evidently  «  reply  to  one  from  Sir  Joeeph  B«Dks,  offerinic  to  procure  a 
pwaage  (or  Caley  to  Mew  South  Wales.    See  a  brief  account  of  his  life,  poet,  p.  516  (note). 
tA]ite,p.fi08. 
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supply. 


Self- 
supporting 
convicts. 


The  Duke  op  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  3rd  December,  1798. 

I  herewith  transmit  you  an  estimate  of  the  expence  of  the 
civil  establishment  of  New  South  Wales  and  Norfolk  Island  for 
1799,  which  you  will  take  particular  care  shall  not  be  exceeded  in 
any  instance  whatever. 

I  also  transmit  to  you  inclosed  the  printed  instructions  which 
it  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that,  in  common  with  the  Governors 
of  his  Majesty's  other  colonies,  you  should  punctually  obsene 
with  respect  to  any  expence  it  may  be  necessary  for  you  to  incur 
on  account  of  the  public  service.* 

You  must  be  sensible  that  great  inconveniences  have  arisen 
from  the  bills  which  have  been  drawn  from  New  South  Wales  on 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  having  been 
unaccompanied  with  the  proper  accounts  and  vouchers  in  sop- 
port  of  them.  In  future,  therefore,  you  will  take  care  that  such 
account-s  and  vouchers  constantly  accompany  all  bills  drawn  by 
you  on  that  Board. 

I  must  also  observe  to  you  that  an  equal  degree  of  inconvenience 
has  arisen  from  your  having  omitted  to  send  a  particular  and 
specific  return  of  such  articles  of  clothing  and  other  stores  as  are 
wanted  in  the  settlement,  in  which  those  which  are  wanted  merely 
for  the  use  of  the  Crown  should  be  distinguished  from  those  which 
are  applied  for  with  a  view  to  be  disposed  of  to  the  individuals 
within  the  settlement  at  a  fair  price,  including  the  prime  cost 
and  the  expence  and  risk  of  freight  from  hence.  The  returns, 
in  original,  duplicate,  and  triplicate,  should  be  transmitted  by  the 
several  opportunities  which  occur,  and  should  be  made  out  for 
certain  stated  periods  therein  set  forth.  Besides  the  returns  above 
mentioned,  you  should  transmit  at  the  same  time  regular  general 
returns  of  the  state  of  the  settlement^  in  the  usual  manner  and 
form  as  those  which  have  been  already  received,  including  the 
quantity  of  the  several  articles  of  provision  in  store,  the  time  they 
will  last,  and  also  the  quantity,  if  any,  of  salt  or  other  provisions 
which  will  be  wanted  from  hence  from  twelve  months  next  ensu- 
ing, the  probable  time  of  the  arrival  here  of  such  return. 

When  the  live  stock  belonging  to  the  Crown,  added  to  that  of 
individuals,  is  in  so  flourishing  a  state  as  to  supply  the  consump- 
tion at  sixpence  per  pound  or  less,  without  risking  too  great  a  dim- 
inution of  such  stock,  it  is  evident  that  Government  will  gain  by 
supplying  the  settlement  with  flesh  provision  on  the  spot,  instead 
of  sending  any  salted  provisions  from  hence.  Besides,  such  a 
degree  of  plenty,  in  respect  of  provisions  within  the  settlement, 
will  naturally  be  an  inducement  to  individuals  to  take  upon  them- 
selves the  charge  of  pro\dding  for  convicts  in  return  for  their 
labour;  as  it  is  evident  that  in  that  case  such  labour,  whether 

*  The  enclosure  is  mis^ng. 
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employed  for  individualB  or  for  the  Crown,  must  be  much  more       17M 
valuable  than  the  expence  incurred  in  maintaining  such  convicts.      3  d^c. 
It  is  only  by  adhering  to  this  principle — and  considering  each 
individuflJ  convict  as  bound  to  earn  his  own  livelyhood,  whether 
he  labours  for  the  Crown  or  the  individual — that  justice  can  be 
done  to  the  public. 

I  cannot  conclude  these  additional  instructions  to  you  without  Sugu 
acquainting  you  with  my  opinion  upon  your  having  purchased  ^KSS^y 
sugar  to  be  issued  out  in  rations,  as  you  have  stated  in  your  letter 
of  the  20th  of  June,  1797.*  The  use  of  that  article  should  be 
restrained  to  hospitals  alone,  unless  it  is  usually  issued  to  the 
Ring's  forces  serving  in  forts  or  garrisons  in  other  settlements,  in 
which  case  it  will  be  proper  to  observe  the  same  rule  in  respect  to 
the  military  in  New  South  Wales.  There  must  be  a  variety  of 
other  particulars,  on  a  proper  distribution  of  which  a  system  of 
regularity  and  economy  must  in  a  great  measure  depend,  and  in 
regard  to  which  your  local  knowledge  and  experience  will  enable 
jou  to  apply  the  resources  you  possess  to  the  best  advantage. 

I  am,  <&c., 

Portland. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

5th  December,  1798.  6  Dec. 

Parole — Magistrate.  Countersign — Constable. 

The  time  at  which  constables  and  watchmen  have  generally  been  Election  of 
chosen  for  the  ensuing  year  being  arrived,  the  Governor  desires  JJa^'** 
the  magistrates  will  proceed  as  early  as  they  can  to  the  nomi-  watchmen, 
nation  or  election  of  those  who  are  to  officiate  during  the  next 
twelve  months,  and  for  this  purpose  an  order  in  the  name  of  the 
officiating  magistrates  sent  to  tbe  different  districts  will  )>e  neces- 
saty  for  fixing  the  time  when  the  return  of  those  elected  should  be 
laid  before  them  ;  and  as  there  has  appeared  to  the  Gk>verDor,  from 
the  frequent  escapes  which  have  lately  been  made  out  of  the  gaol 
at  Sydney,  that  an  essential  part  of  the  dutys  of  those  men  have 
been  most  shamefully  neglected,  or,  which  is  still  worse,  that  they 
have  suffered  themselves  to  be  tampered  with  to  permit  the  pris-  Neglect  of 
oners  under  their  charge  to  effect  their  escape,  it  is  hoped  that  *"*^* 
the  gentlemen  who  have  the  choice  of  such  persons  as  are  now  to 
serve  that  office  will  be  very  particular  in  their  election.! 

Jno.  Hunter. 

GOVERNHSNT  AND  GENERAL  OrDBR. 

7th  December,  1798.  7Dea 

Parole — Sultry.  Countersign — ^Weather. 

The  Governor  having  understood  that  the  assembling  of  a  Court  ^^ii  cowrt 
of  Civil  Judicature  so  early  as  Wednesday,  the  12th,  will  be**^*"*" 

^A]ite,p.SS4. 

t  The  ^item  of  police  supervision  established  by  Hunter  met  with  the  Duke  of  P«rllMid*B 
approviL—Ante,  p.  480. 
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1798 

7  Dec. 


attended  with  much  loss  and  inconvenience  to  those  whose  cn\^ 
may  not  have  been  cut  down  by  that  time,  he  has  directed  the 
assembling  the  above  Court  to  be  put  off  until  Thursday,  the  20th, 
when  it  will  meet  for  the  despatch  of  such  business  as  may  come 
before  it.  Jno.  Hunter. 


8  Dec, 

Sentence 
passed  on  a 
mutinous 
soldier. 


Secretary  Nepean  to  The  Honourable  W.  Windham.* 
Sir,  8th  December,  1798. 

John  McGinnis,  a  private  marine  of  the  Plymouth  Division, 
having  been  tried  and  convicted  of  mutiny  at  a  General  Court- 
martial  and  sentenced  to  receive  one  thousand  lashes  and  to  servp 
for  life  in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  (which  corporal  punish- 
ment has  been  inflicted),  and  my  Lords  Com'rs  of  the  Ad'mtv 
having  given  orders  for  the  man's  being  received  on  board  a 
transport  at  Portsmouth  and  conveyed  to  New  South  Wales  to 
serve  there  conformable  to  the  said  sentence,  I  am  comm'd  by 
their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you  therewith,  and  to  request  you  will 
please  to  give  the  necessary  orders  for  the  said  John  McGinnis  to 
be  received  into  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  to  serve  for  life, 
agreeable  to  the  sentence  of  the  Court-martial  above  ment'd. 

I  am,  &Cf 
EK 

Government  and  General  Order. 

10th  December,  1798. 
Parole — Iceland.  Countersign — Lapland. 

The  wheat  harvest  being  nearly  at  an  end,  the  Governor  desires 
again  to  remmd  those  who  are  engaged  in  farming  of  the  neces- 
sity of  their  exerting  themselves  in  every  practicable  means  for 
securing  their  crops,  when  stack'd,  against  accident  by  fire,  f  The 
present  dry  and  sultry  season,  he  trusts,  will  of  itself  shew  the 
i  prevcn-  necessity  of  using  every  precaution.  Fencing  in,  digging  a  dit:h, 
hoeing  and  raking  the  ground  around  their  stacks,  will,  no  doubtt 
be  highly  advantageous.  Jno.  Hunter. 


10  Dec. 


The  ] 


11  Dec. 


The 

Porpoise  in 
a  gale. 


G.  Suttor  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.     (Banks  Papers.) 

On  board  H.M.S.  Poi-poise,  Sherencss  Harbour, 
Sir,  11th  December,  1798. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  informing  that  we  are  now  in  Shew- 
ness  Harbour,  after  encountering  very  great  dangers.  We  left 
the  Nore  on  Thursday  last,  and  had  reached  as  far  as  Margate 
Roads  on  our  passage  round  to  Portsmouth.  When  lying  at 
single  anchor  a  gale  of  wind  sprung  up  ;  we  were  obliged  to  cat 
the  cable  and  get  out  to  deeper  water,  but  still  in  so  dangerous 

*  Secrotary-at- War.    The  order  contained  in  this  letter  unas  stibseqnentty  ooantennaiide^ 
—Post,  p.  519. 
tAnte,  pp  2 W,  809,491. 
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a  situation  as  to  lose  another  anchor  and  cable,  which  occasioned       1796 
oar  returning  back  into  harbour.     I  have,  sir,  at  the  same  time     n  d«o. 
the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  the  garden,  considering  the       — — 
situation  it  has  been  in,  looks  extremely   well.     None   of  the  the  pianu. 
tender  plants  are  yet  deadj  though  the  averhoa,  lemon  grass,  and 
caper  plants  are  much  on  the  decline,  and  some  of  the  herbs. 
Everything  else  looks  as  well  as  when  they  left  Kew. 

Give  me  leave,  sir,  to  return  you  most  sincerely  my  grateful 
thanks  for  the  trouble  you  are  pleased  to  take  in  my  welfare. 
Believe  me,  sir,  it  will  be  the  study  of  my  life  to  merrit  your 
protection.  G.  S.  hopes  Sir  J.  Banks  enjoys  a  good  state  of 
health.  I  was  happy  to  hear  by  Mr.  Alton's  letter  you  were 
much  better.  Yours,  &c., 

G.    SUTTOR. 

Under  Secretary  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.   (Banks  Papers.) 
Dear  Sir,  12th  December,  3  p.m.,  1798.  12  Dec. 

I  am  sure  the  Duke  of  Portland  will  comply  with  your  Banks's 

request  in  favour  of  your  young  practical  botanist^  and  will  write  ^^^\^  ^ 

to  Govemoi'  Hunter  accordingly ;  but  you  have  not  mentioned  ^th. 

his  name.     Pray  let  me  have  it,  and  I  think  I  can  undertake  to 

say  I  will  take  care  of  the  rest.  Yours,  <S&c., 

J.  King. 
Draft  of  reply  written  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks  at  foot  of  King^s 

Utter: — "I  hope  you  will  find  George  Caley's  name  in  first  line 

and  seventh  word  of  my  letter." 


Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

My  Dear  Sir,  Soho  Square,  13th  December,  1798.         13  Dec. 

I  have  with  me  a  young  man  who  has  for  more  than  three 
yeai-s  studied  practical  botany  and  horticulture  under  my  direc-  A  student  of 
tions,  and  who  has,  without  the  advantages  of  what  is  called  a  ^^"y* 
liberal   education,   made  a  considerable  progress  in  both   these 
branches  of  usefull  knowledge. 

I  took  him  first  under  my  care  because  he  appeared  to  me  to  a  pro%<f  of 
have  a  natural  bent  towards  these  studies,  and  because  he  assur'd  ^*"*"- 
me  that  he  felt  an  irresistible  impulse  to  travel  into  foreign  parts, 
and  a  full  persuasion  that  he  should  be  able  to  discover  something 
useful  to  the  manufactures  of  hi?  native  town,  Manchester.  I 
intended  to  have  recommended  him  to  his  Majestie's  service  as 
a  botanist  travelling  for  the  improvement  of  Kew  Garden,  had 
a  vacancy  happened  in  that  department,  which  I  expected  would 
have  been  the  case. 

He  is  young,  full  of  health,  and  abounding  with  zeal  for  his 
favorite  pursuit,  and  is  at  present  without  employment.     I  have 
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1798      therefore   determin'd,   if    the  Duke  of  Portland  will  grant  me 

13  Dec.     permission,  to  send  him  to  New  South  Wales,  where  he  will  find 

—       an  ample  field  for  his  researches,  and  where  it  is,  I  hope^  not 

sen^hl^to  improbable  that  there  are  many  objects,  both  in  the  v^table 

wlde^^^^    and  the  mineral  kingdoms,  hitherto  undisooTer'd  that  will,  wben 

brought  forward,  become  objects  of  national  importance,  and  lay 

the  foundation  of  a  trade  profitable  to  the  mother  countiy  wi^ 

that  hitherto  onproductive  colony. 

As  I  am  unwilling  to  recommend  to  Government  any  person  as 
a  botanist  who  has  not  received  a  scientific  education,  lest  persons 
of   that  description   might  think   themselTes  neglected  and  ill- 
Banks  wui    treated,  I  am  desirous  of  taking  upon  myself  the  payment  of  bis 
^^        salary,  for  which  he  will,  I  have  no  doubt^  make  me  a  comp^«nt 
return,  by  collecting  for  me  specimens  of  new  plants,  &c    As, 
however,  his  maintenance  in  that  countiy  would  be  much  more 
expensive  to  me  as  an  individual  than  to  Government,  I  shall,  if 
they  chuse  to  order  the  customary  rations  from  the  public  stores, 
&c.,  to  be  issued  to  him,  feel  great  gratitude  ;  and  I  feel  a  hope 
that  should  such  a  favor  be  bestow'd  upon  me  the  probability  of 
his  making  some  discovery  of  a  nature  beneficial  to  ijle  public  will 
be  considered   as  a  sufficient   justification  to  them  for  haviog 
granted  to  me  this  indulgence. 
Arrange-  As  Governor  King  is  so  good  as  to  allow  this  young  man  a  place 

theVoyage  CU3  one  of  his  suite,  I  shall  have  no  occasion  to  trouble  Crovern- 
rewmtfonb  ™®^*  ''^^^  ^^J  request  concerning  his  outward-bonnd  passage; 
the  but  I  am  to  request  that  orders  may  be  sent  to  his  Majesties 

Governor.  Qovemor  of  New  South  Wales  directing  him  to  receive  this  young 
man,  furnish  him  with  suitable  accommodation  and  the  customary 
rations,  and  also  permit  him  to  make  use  of  all  opportunities  that 
may  occur  of  making  joumies  inland.  If  the  Governor  should  be 
farther  instructed  to  reward  the  young  man  according  to  his 
discretion,  in  case  he  should  make  any  discovery  likely  to  prove 
beneficial  to  the  mother  country  or  to  the  colony,  no  doubt  this 
would  increase  his  zeal  and  animate  his  exertions  towards  attain- 
ing so  desirable  an  object.*  T  have,  Jbc., 

Jos.  BA!rK3. 

*The  700119  man  referred  to  wae  Oeorve  CSaley.  He  vaa  allowed  a  tree  pefleege  tothe 
colony  in  the  Speedy.  The  foUowing  brief  aopount  of  hie  life  prior  to  sailing  frooi  Etagj*M 
is  taken  chiefly  from  an  anonymous  work  on  the  Royeil  society,  now  in  Ute  mitjA 


**  George  Calev  had  some  edacation  at  the  Ifanchester  Free  Grammar  School,  bat «« 
early  placed  in  the  stable  of  his  father,  a  hoiwdealer.  His  attention  was  fint  dizeetad  to 
b^any  in  a  search  for  plants  mentioned  in  a  woilc  on  farriwy,  pronounced  good  for  the 
treatment  of  sick  horses.  This  led  him  to  ramble  over  tbe  neighboorbood  of  Mandiester  in 
a  general  search  for  plants  and  to  read  botanical  worlES.  He  stoded  Latin  to  beaoqwnted 
with  names  and  terms  used  in  such  publicationa. 

<*  His  taste  for  searching  after  plants  led  him  to  wish  for  the  oceapation  of  ford^ 
collector.  Learning  that  ttie  President  of  the  Royal  Society  was  the  moot  likely  penoe  to 
forward  hia  views,  he  made  an  application  to  him ;  thus  described  by  himself  :— 

"  *  Now  the  idea  of  visiting  foreign  parts  bejan  to  enter  my  mind.  I  thought  of  soi"?^ 
iea,  but,  not  having  a  naotiGal  educanon,  andooald  not  oonfinemy  mind  to  it^  I  eunsMun 
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Under  Bmc&wtARY  King  to  Goyebnoe  Hunter.  1790 

(Banks  Papers.)  14  Dec. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  14th  December,  1798. 

Sir  Joseph  Banks  having  'warmly  recommended  to  his  caieyreooui- 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  a  yonng  man  (George  Caley)  who  SmS^  ^^ 
has  for  upwards  of  three  years  studied  practical   botany   and 
horticulture  under  his  direction,  and  who  from  his  natural  bent 
towards  these  studies  feels  an  irresistible  impulse  to  travel  into 
foreign  parts,  under  a  full  persuasion  that  he  shall  be  able  to 
disoover  something  useful  to  the  manufactures  of  the  mother 
country,  I  am  directed  by  his  Grace  to  desire  that  the  customary 
ration  from  the  public  stores  should  be  issued  to  him,  and  that  Hunter 
suitable  accommodation  should  be  provided  for  him.    I  am  also  to  ^d  iMist 
request  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  avail  himself  of  any  oppor-  b<>n- 
tnnity  that  may  occur  of  making  joumies  inland  for  the  purpose 
of  discovering  anything  likely  to  prove  beneficial  to  the  mother 
country  or  to  the  colony  of  New  South  Wales. 

As  the  young  man  is  full  of  health,  and  abounding  with  zeal  for 
his  favourite  pursuit,  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  you  will  give  him 
every  encouragement  to  animate  his  exertions  towards  attaining 
these  desireable  objects.  I  am,  t&c, 

J.  King. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  The  Biobt  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  19th  December,  1798.  woec. 

It  appears  by  the  last  information  received  from  the 
Governor  of  our  settlement  at  Kew  South  Wales  that  strata  of 
coals  have  been  discovered  there  in  several  places,  and  particularly  ^tanylsay. 

it  woQ]d  be  raahnesB.  It  wm  not  long  before  it  entered  my  head  to  write  to  Sir  Joeeph 
Banks.  At  leogtli  he  sent  me  an  answer.  Tbereenltwastbathaknewof  nootherraethod 
tittn  to  be  employed  in  a  good  botanic  garden,  and  if  I  made  a  proper  progress  he  would 
give  me  farther  assistanoe.  I  did  not  much  like  the  thooghts  of  worlcing  in  a  garden,  for 
tbst  would  be  cut  of  mr  element,  and  being  tied  to  regular  hours  was  not  like  working  piaee- 
worl[,  knowing  what  I  had  to  do  and  then  giving  over.  However,  I  stood  it  as  well  as  might 
be  expected  cfll  I  went  to  Kew,  which  place  I  do  sinoerely  acknowledge  I  could  not  weather, 
not  through  the  hardnfws  of  the  work,  but  from  being  debarred  from  cultivating  my  mind 
according  to  its  natural  inclination.' 

"  In  vain  he  sought  to  convince  his  pat«tm  that  mich  continued  drndgerr  was  nrniercwaiy 
to  the  busmess  of  a  botanical  traveller.  Sir  Joseph  thought  otherwise,  and  the  disappuinted 
Galey  forsook  Kew  for  Lancashire  hills.  The  kind-hearted  baronet  followed  him  up  to  his 
retreat,  in  1T98,  by  this  letter  :— 

"'I  told  you  when  I  flrst  wrote  to  you  that  unless  you  would  gain  your  livelihood  as  a 
prdener,  while  you  made  yourself  acquainted  with  the  plants  cultivated  in  the  gardens 
sere,  I  did  not  mean  to  get  employment  for  you  as  a  botamesl  traveller.  By  so  doing  I  put 
yoain  the  same  situation  as  Alton,  Lee,  Dixon,  and  Mason  were  in  when  they  were  of  your 
tte,  an  of  whom  at  that  period  gabed  their  livelihood  in  the  gardens  without  complaining. 
How  yoa  can  be  useful  as  a  botanical  traveller  to  send  home  seeds  and  plants  till  you  have 
Blade  yourself  acquainted  with  those  already  in  England,  I  do  not  know.  We  have  now 
eerenl  hundreds  of  such,  and  to  send  them  again  would  be  idle  and  useless.  You  might 
^nover  some  drug  valuable  in  dyeing  or  medtefaie  for  your  own  advantage ;  but  unless  you 
are  sUe  to  benefit  your  emi^er  as  well  as  younelf,  how  can  you  expect  employment  ? 

i  woods  with  diligence 

I  advantageous  to  manu- 

the  unexplored  wilds 
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1798  a  very  fine  stratum,  eight  miles  in  length  and  six  feet  deep,  in  ihe 
19  Dec.  neighbourhood  of  Botany  Bay.  This  circumstance,  and  the  heavy 
expence  which,  I  understand,  is  incurred  by  the  public  in  sending 
coals  from  hence  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  have  induced  me  to 
give  directions  to  Gov.  Hunter  to  dispatch  the  Buffalo  and  Por- 
poise, storeships,  which  are  exclusively  appropriated  for  the  service 
of  the  settlement,  as  frequently  as  possible  to  the  Cape  loaded  with 
that  article,  and  to  return  with  live  stock  to  New  South  Wales. 
The  above  vessel  will  carry  600  ton  of  coal,  the  value  of  which  at 
gals  for  the  ^he  Cape,  if  sent  from  hence,  would,  I  understand,  be  about  ^\e 
or  six  thousand  pounds,  and  they  may  be  expected  to  arrive  there 
with  their  first  cargo  about  Christmas,  1799.  I  am  also  given  to 
understand  that  timber  of  every  description  is  very  scarce  at  the 
Cape ;  I  therefore  take  this  opportunity  of  suggesting  whether  it 
may  not  be  advisable  that  the  Governor  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
should  receive  your  instructions  to  communicate  with  Lt.-Grovemor 
King,  who  is  about  to  take  his  passage  from  hence  in  the  Porpoise, 
and  will  stop  at  the  Cape,  with  regard  to  the  species  and  scantling 
of  such  timber  as  may  be  most  wanted  there,  and  which  can  be 
sent  from  New  South  Wales  with  great  facility  and  of  almost  any 
species.  I  am,  <tc., 

Portland. 


Government  and  General  Order. 
20  i>ec  20th  December,  1 798. 

Parole — Cleanliness.  Countersign — Healthy. 

PoUutingr  Continual  complaints  are  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  Sydney  of 
supply  of  the  dirt  and  filth  which  it  is  the  practice  of  those  who  live  near 
Sydney.  the  spring  to  throw  into  the  fresh  water,  to  the  great  danger  of 
the  health  of  those  who  use  that  water.  This  public  notice  is 
therefore  given  that  if  any  person  shall  be  found  to  open  the  paling 
which  surrounds  the  run  of  fresh  water,  or  shall  wash  or  steep 
anything  whatever  in  or  above  the  tanks,  they  will  be  imme- 
diately taken  into  custody  and  suffer  such  punishment  as  before  a 
Court  or  Bench  of  Magistrates  they  may  appear  to  merit,  and  if 
their  house  is  near  or  opposite  any  part  of  the  run  of  water  it 
shall  be  puird  down  as  a  public  nuisance. 

Jno.  Hunter, 

of  a  country  larger  than  all  Europe  is  a  matter  of  infinite  probability.  If  the  geotleaiea  of 
Manchester  will  make  a  subscription  to  maintain  you  in  that  employment,  on  such  terras  as 
shall  be  agreed  upon  between  you  and  them,  I  will  readily  become  a  subscriber,  and  lu^  my 
best  influence  with  Government  to  send  you  out  at  the  public  expense,  in  which  I  have  uq 
doubt  of  being  successful.' 

"  The  failure  of  that  scheme  brought  him  back  to  Kew  drodgery  and  the  proper  mode  o< 
training,  where  he  remained  until  his  departure  for  New  South  Wales,  where,  as  boUnkal 
collector,  he  was  wholly  supported  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks  daring  ten  years.'* 

Further  information  respecting  the  engagement  and  pursuits  of  Caley  will  be  coofcalned 
in  subsequent  volumes  of  these  Records. 
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Secbbtaby  Nbpean  to  Major-General  Bowater,*  1798 

Sir,  21st  December,  1798.         21  Dec 

The  Secretary  at  War  having  represented  to  my  Lords 
Coram'rs  of  the  Adm'ty  that  his  Royal  Highness  the  Comman- 
der-in-Chief, as  well  as  himself,  disapproves  the  idea  of  making 
service  in  the  Army  (be  the  corps  or  station  what  it  may)  a  part 
of  the  punishment  of  delinquents,  and  expressed  his  doubts 
whether  the  sentence  passed  on  John  McGinnis  to  serve  for  life 
in  New  South  Walesf  l)e  authorized  by  any  law,  and  their  Lord- 
ships having  therefore  thought  fit  to  remit  that  part  of  the  sen-  An  illegal 
tence  on  the  said  John  McGinnis,  I  am  comm'd  by  their  Lord-  J^mSteS. 
ships  to  acquaint  you  therewith,  and  that  they  have  directed  the 
command'g  marine  officer  at  Portsmouth  to  take  him  on  for  duty 
and  to  embark  him  when  wanted.  I  am,  <&a, 

E.N. 
P.S. — And  to  signify  their  direction  to  you  to  inform  the  man 
that  their  Lordships  have  been  pleased  to  remit  that  part  of  his 
said  sentence,  and  to  take  him  on  for  duty  and  embark  him  when 
wanted. — E.N.  

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  21st  December,  1798. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  learning  from  your  letter  of  6th 
July,  1797,  that  strata  of  coal  have  been  discovered  J  in  various 
places  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Botany  Bay.     I  trust  this  circum-  Ditcover>'  of 
stance  will  afford  you  constant  means  of  employing  a  considerable  ^^^^' 
number  of  the  convicts  in  a  manner  equally  advantageous  to  the 
settlement  and  to  th^  interests  of  the  community  at  large. 

As  the  exportation  of  coals  from  hence  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  is  attended  with  a  very  heavy  expence  to  the  public,  I  can-  Exportation 
not  but  think  that  a  great  saving  may  be  made  by  sending  them  Jje  Cape!* 
to  the  Cape  from  New  South  Wales  in  the  Government  vessels  on 
that  station,  which  are  under  your  command.  You  will  there- 
fore dispatch  the  Buffalo  and  Porpoise,  loaded  with  coals,  to  the 
Cape  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  directing 
them  to  return  with  as  large  a  supply  of  live  stock  for  the  use  of 
the  settlement  as  they  can  conveniently  stow. 

I  learn  also,  from  good  authority,  that  timi)er  of  every  descrip- 
tion is  very  scarce  at  the  Cape.  Lieutenant-Governor  King,  Timber  at 
therefore,  who  goes  out  in  the  Porpoise,  which  stops  there,  is  the  Cape, 
directed  to  take  that  opportunity  of  informing  himself  from  Lord 
Macartney  of  the  species  and  scantling  of  timber  which  is  most 
wanted  there,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  you  to  supply  the  Cape 
with  that  article,  as  well  as  coals. 

*  The  officer  commandiDg  the  marines. 
t  Ante,  pp.  298,  476,  496  and  note,  497,  514. 

t  This  information  is  conveyed  in  the  postscript  to  Hunter's  letter,  dated  25th  June, 
Ii97.-Ante,  p.  287. 
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1798  You  will  therefore  giye  diiections  to  the  persons  em^jeA  in 

21  Dee^     this  service  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  with  the  GoTer- 

—       nor  of  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope  for  famishing  you  with  a  supply 

exchange  for  of  live  stock  for  New  South  Wales,  in  return  for  the  articles  you 

furnish  him  with  for  his  Majesty's  service. 

I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  on 
this  subject.* 

You  will  receive  from  the  hands  of  Governor  King  copies  of 
Captain  Cook's  and  of  Captain  Vancouver's  voyages,  for  the  use  of 
the  Governor  of  the  settlement  for  the  time  being.  The  usefull 
information  they  contain  relative  to  the  coasts  of  New  SoDth 
Wales  must  always  make  them  very  interesting  to  you,  and  on  a 
variety  of  occasions  must  render  them  highly  valuable  as  books 
of  reference.  I  am,  &c^ 

POltTLAXD. 


coal  I 
timber. 


Voyages  of 
difloovccy. 


Acting 
chaplun 


asks  for  au 
allowance. 


Petition  of  Provost-Mabshal  Fane  Edok-I 

To  his  Excellency  John  Hunter,  Esquire,  Captain-General  and 

Creneral  Grovemor  of  his  Majesty's  territory  of  New  South 

Wales  and  its  Dependencies,  Captain  in  the  Hoyal  Navy,  Ac, 

The  humble  petition  of  Fane  Edge,  gent'n,  Provost-Marshal  of 

Norfolk  Island, — 

Most  respectfully  sheweth : — 

That  your  petitioner,  on  the  departure  of  the  Rev.  James 
Bain,  in  the  month  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-four,  and  at  the  request  of  His  Honor  Lieut't-Gov'r  King, 
accepted  such  parts  of  the  offices  of  chaplaift  of  this  island  as  he 
conceived  himself  authorized  to  undertake,  and  that  he  still  con- 
tinues to  perform  the  several  duties  so  appertaining.  That  a  very 
dangerous  disorder  has  long  prevailed  on  the  island,  and  that  year 
petitioner  was  applied  to,  and  cheerfully,  notwithstanding  the  dan- 
ger, visited  such  sick  persons  as  thought  proper  to  send  for  him,  and 
in  many  instances  offered  his  services  to  persons,  patients,  both  in 
and  out  of  the  hospital,  and  in  a  word  neglected  no  part  of  the 
clerical  duty  he  could  possibly  undertake.  For  which  service  he 
humbly  entreats  your  Excellency  to  take  his  case  into  your  consid- 
eration ;  and  should  his  expectatiims  of  some  allowance  for  the  said 
duties  be  by  you  considered  as  reasonable^  he  further  prays  yoa 
will  condescend  to  take  such  steps  for  an  ^owanoe  accordingly  as 
may  te  your  Excellency  appear  most  meet,  which  is  most  humbly 
submitted  by  your  petitioner,  who,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

Fake  Edge, 
Provost-Marshal,  Norfolk  Island. 

*  This  latter  will  be  fonnd  on  p.  517,  ante. 

t  The  figures  "  1798  "  form  the  only  clue  as  to  the  date  of  this  document— Ante,  p.  86. 
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Statemeht  of  Work  executed  at  the  different  Settlements  during     1996 
the  year  1798.  —  Dr©r 


Men  Emplojed. 


Work  KTacntwI. 


Nineteen  carpenters, 
wheelwrights,  harrow- 
makers,  and  lahonrers. 


Twenty  blacksmiths,  tin 
and  oonper  do.,  hammer- 
men, me-grinder,  farrier, 
locksmiths  andlabonrers. 


Twenty-one  shipwrights, 
caalkers,  boat- builders, 
laboarer8,and  watchmen 
in  tiie  dockyard. 


At  Stdkky. 

Built  compleatly  finished  and  fitted  up  two  Carpenters, 
booses  for  the  assisting  sargeons;  do.  a 
ranffe  of  bouses  for  the  attendants  and 
gardiners  to  the  hospital ;  made  cradles  for 
the  two  hospitals  (they  being  represented 
to  bis  Excellency  the 'Governor  as  being 
more  oondacive  to  health  than  bedsteads) ; 
begun  the  building  of  a  windmill  upon  a 
much  larger  scale  than  the  former  ;  fitted 
up  a  house  for  divine  service,  with  a  pulpit 
canopy,  ftc,  the  former  one  being  burnt ; 
made  bedsteads,  two  tables,  &c.,  for  the 
tludge- Advocate  ;  built  the  woodwork  of  a 
dwdtlinff'houBe,  bam,  and  various  detached 
offices  for  Mr.  Balmain ;  two  men  con- 
stantly  makeing  and  repairing  spinning- 
wheels  ;  set  up  and  prepared  for  work  t\FO 
wearers'  looms ;  built  shed  for  Govt,  boats ; 
made  312  wheel  and  54  hand  barrows,  597 
axe  and  hoe  handles,  4  carts,  and  1 
waggon ;  finished  the  woodwork  of  a  new 
ffrannary  100  feet  long  by  22  wide,  and  a 
kiln  30  feet  by  22  wide  for  preserving 
wheat. 

Made  312  West  India  hoes,  178  grubbing  do.,  Black- 
176  syckles,  379  falling-axes,  96  chimney  smiths. 
and  pott  barrs,  37  clawed  hammers,  49  cart 
axletrees,  27  broad  axes,  312  sawyers' 
doffs,  712  harrow- teeth,  32  shovels,  8  sledge 
and  14  hand  barrows,  ironwork  for  the 
Francis  and  Sydney,  schooners,  and  all  the 
boats  and  buildings,  57  door  locks  and 
keys,  123  padlocks  and  keys,  repaired  143 
locks  and  314  keys,  1  K>rge  constantly 
employed  sharpening  and  repairing  tools 
for  stone-cutters,  and  made  276  irying- 
pans  and  509  kettles. 

Begun  building  a  boat  of   28  tons  burthen,  ship- 
instead  of   the  Cumberland,*  which  was  wrigbt». 
stcden  away ;  made  2  new  pumps  for  the 
Francis,  sdiooner;  repaired  the  Sydney, 
schooner,  and  all  Government  boats ;  roofed 
a  workshop  and  storehouse  for  the  joiners, 
watch-house,   and  an  apartment  for  the 
clerk  in  the  dockyard;  repaired  the  Norfolk, 
sloop ;  made  oars,  pumps,    spars,    masts, 
and  yards  for  her ;  built  a  skilling  for  Mr. 
Balmain,  the  whole  length  of  his  house; . 
repaired  the  longboat  oif  H.M.S.  Supply. 


*  Ante,  p.  845  and  note. 
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HISTORICAL  BECOBDS   OF  NEW   SOCTH  WALES, 
Statement  of  Work  executed,  <kc. — corUinuecL 


Men  Employed. 


Tailors.         Four  taylors 


Shoemakers.  Five  shoemakers  ... 

Brickla^-erg.  Nineteen  brick  and  fitone 
layers,  plaisterers,  and 
labourers. 


Work  Executed. 


Miscel-  One  overseer  and  four  men 

laneoas. 

Two  cutlers 


One  cooper... 
Nine  sawyers 


Made  204  pair  of  trowsers,  45  coats,  32  watch 
do.,  114  jackets,  47  pairs  of  breeches,  24 
waistcoats,  and  41  pair  of  drawers;  repaired 
289  pair  of  trowsers,  212  jackets,  9  pairs  of 
breeches,  and  14  waistcoats;  maide  457 
bags  for  carry  ins  wheat,  and  157  for  carry- 
ing charcoal  and  lime. 

Made  304  pair  of  shoes,  scaled  502,  and  repaired 
187  do. 

Finished  the  walls  of  the  joiners  shop,  &c.,  in 
the  dockyard ;  built  chimnies,  plastered  and 
whitewashed  all  the  buildings  in  and  about 
the  hospital ;  altered,  repaired,  built  two 
chimnies,  plastered  and  whitewashed  the 
military  guard-house;  stopt,  plaistered,  and 
whitewashed  the  house  of  Ensign  Bayly ; 
repaired  the  house  of  the  late  Provost- 
Martial,  and  fitted  it  up  for  an  office  of 
police ;  set  up  grates  in  the  hospitals,  and  at 
the  house  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnston  ;  buUt  a 
smiths' shop  in  the  dockyard;  repaired,  plais- 
tered, and  whitewashed  the  house  of  Lieut 
PattuUo ;  built  the  brickwork,  chimnies, 
&c.,  &c. ,  of  a  dwelling-house  for  Mr.  Bal- 
main,  at  his  farm ;  built  a  chimney  and 
repaired  the  maeazine  guard-house  ;  stopt 
and  whitewashea  the  house  ot  the  master 
shipwright ;  pulled  down  and  rebuilt  the 
inside  of  the  Judge- Advocate's  house ; 
built  a  chimney  and  an  oven  for  Connor, 
the  settler,  at  Kissing  Point ;  erected  a 
battery  at  Benelong*s  Point ;  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  new  church ;  pointed  and 
whitewashed  the  fortification  at  Dawes' 
Point ;  repaired  Lieut.  Lucas'  house ;  bnilt 
the  brickwork  of  a  dispensary,  storehouse, 
&c.,  &c.,  adjoining  the  hospital;  finished 
the  brickwork  of  a  new  grannary  100  feet 
in  length,  22  feet  in  breadth,  and  a  kiln 
30  feet  long  and  22  in  breadth. 

Constantly  collecting,  cleaning,  and  burniog 
shells  into  lime. 

One  constantly  employed  by  the  principal  sar- 
ceon,  in  keeping  the  surgical  instniments 
in  order;  the  other  making  and  grinding 
knives,  scissors,  &c.,  &c. 

Constantly  employed  by  Mr.  Laycock,  the  store- 
keeper, in  the  provision  store,  his  dwelling- 
house,  &c. 

Cutting  for  all  the  publick  buildings,  boats, 
&c.,  &c. 
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Men  Employed. 


One  ropemaker  and  one 
assistant. 

Twenty-fouT  men  making 
of  bricks. 

Six  men  making  of  tiles  .. 

Two  overseers  and  twelve 
men  to  two  timber  car- 
riages. 

One  overseer  and  ten  men 
to  four  carts. 

Jhree  men  splitt'g  of 
shingles 

Three  men  splitVg  of  laths 

Three  barbers 

One  saddler  and  harness- 
maker. 

One  bellman 

One  bookbinder    ... 

One  sexton 

One  miller  and  one  assis't 

Two  overseers  and  twenty- 
seven  men. 


Two    basket     and     sieve 

makers. 
One  coxswain    and  eight 

men. 
One  coxswain  and  four  men 


One  master  and  five  men 


One    gardiner    and    two 

labourers. 
One  watchmaker  ... 

One  printer 

One  millwright     ... 

Thirty-six  constables  and 

watebm'n. 
One  master  and  eleven  men 
One  execationer  and   one 

assist't. 


Work  Executed. 


1798 
-Dec. 


Making  cordage  for  various  uses  out  of  curry-  iiiscel- 
jong.  laaeoua. 

Made  12,000  bricks  per  week. 

Made  3,000  tiles  per  week. 
Bringing  timber  to  the  sawpits,  dockyard,  &c., 
&c. 

Bringing  bricks  to  the  several  buildings,  grain 

to  the  stores,  &c.,  &c. 
Split  2,000  per  week. 

Split  2,000  per  week. 

Shaving  all  the  servants  of  Government. 

Making  and  repairing  of  harness,  collars,  &c., 
&c. 

Giving  publick  notices,  &c. ,  ftc. 

Binding  books  for  the  Commissary's  office,  kc. 

Tolling  the  bell,  digging  graves,  &c.,  &c. 

Attending  the  windmill,  grinding  wheat  for  the 
store,  &c.,  &c. 

Cnttinff  of  posts,  rails,  and  rafters;  splitting 
paling ;  loading  and  unloading  ships,  boats, 
&c.  ;  repairing  the  roads ;  taking  care  of 
Gov't  cattle  in  the  country  and  at  Sydney. 

Making  and  repairing  baskets,  sieves,  &c.,  kc. 

Belonging  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor's 
boat. 

In  the  longboats,  carrying  provision  to  Parra- 
matta,  and  bring'g  grain,  boards,  &c.,  from 
thence. 

In  the  Norfolk,  sloon,  carrying  provisions,  &c., 
to  the  Hawkesbury,  and  bringing  grain, 
cedar,  &c.,  from  thence. 

Employed  in  the  garden  belonging  to  Govern- 
ment House. 

Repairing  and  keeping  in  order  watches,  &c., 
&c. 

Printing  publick  orders,  notices,  &c.,  Sec. 

A  disabled  old  man,  superintending  the  build- 
ing of  the  new  windmill. 

At  Sydney,  the  Brickfields,  and  all  the  adjoin- 
ing districts. 

In  his  Majesty's  schooner  the  Francis. 

He,  being  a  free  man,  had  two  men  allowed  to 
his  farm  for  his  services. 
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Woffc 


CarportcnL  Ten  carpenters,  wheel- 
wri^to,  buTOw-makerB, 
and  labooren. 


Black- 
smiths. 


Fourteen  blacksmiths,  tin 
and  hammerm'n,  file- 
srindera,  kNskamiths  and 
Ubonren. 


Masons. 


One  mason,  one  plaisterer, 
and  two  labonrerB. 


BniltagnDiiaryforBMiae,  140  feet  kng  and  46 
feet  wide ;  puBed  down  and  reboilt  the 
watchhooae ;  repaired  the  stockyard  fence; 
repaired  and  fitted  np  a  hoose  for  a  school : 
new  roofed  the  hospital ;  posted  and  railed 
ronnd  the  new  erected  iNridge  at  Dnck 
River ;  erected  several  small  bnd^  on  the 
Sydney  read ;  begun  the  matenals  for  a 
water-mill ;  Imilt  a  new  hoose  for  the  store- 
keeper ;  made  and  hung  gates  to  the  stock- 
yard ;  repaired  the  wharf ;  built  houses  at 
PortUad  Head  for  the  sawyen ;  made  8 
carts,  1 12  barrows,  2  timber  carriages,  16 
doaen  of  syckle-handles,  18  spinning-wheels, 
8  clock-wheels,  300  spade-handles,  60 
mallett  do.,  1  wagffon  oompleaf^  C^  ox 
yokes,  32  plaisteren^hawks,  576  gimblets' 
heads,  18  coffins ;  repaired  tiie  ^urdi  and 
made  a  new  pulpit ;  made  bedsteads  and 
stools  for  the  mihtaiy  barrack. 

Made  300  West  India  hoes,  198  grubbing  da, 
60  shovels,  30  spades,  345  bre^hing-Aisfi, 
500  falling-axes,  400  harrow-teeth,  304  pair 
of  H  hinges,  with  staples,  97  tommohawks, 
30  brieuayers*  trowels,  98  chimney  and 
pott  bans,  32  clawed  hammers,  1228vcklci; 
ironwork  for  two  ploughs;  9  broad  axes, 
150  sawyers*  dogs,  9  uedge  and  36  hand 
hammers,  24  cart  axletrees,  34  pitchforks, 
52  pair  of  beetle  rings,  37  shiogling-ham- 
mere,  32  saw-tiSen,  29  door  locks  and 
keys,  142  padlocks  and  keys ;  repaired  13 
door  and  79  padlocks ;  streaks  and  naib 
for  carts  and  timber  carriages ;  13  kettks 
and  105  frying-pans;  one  Kirge  emidoy«d 
*  sharpening  of  tools  for  the  stonemasofis, 
quarrymen,  &c.,  Ac,  &e. 

Plaistered  and  whitewashed  the  houses  of  lieat 
Cummins,  the  Revd.  Mr.  Manden,  and  Mr. 
Livingston,  the  stock-keepers*  butts,  the 
dispensary  and  guard-bpuses ;  built  aev 
dbimnies  at  the  military  barrack,  guard- 
houses, and  hospital ;  repaired,  plaistered, 
and  whitewashed  the  storehouses  and 
crannaries ;  plaistered,  whitewashed,  and 
built  2  chimnies  to  2  hutts  at  Portland 
Head  ;  made  66  heartii  and  25  grindstones, 
12  ehimaey-pieces,  and  breaking  out  stone 
for  various  uses. 
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Men  Employed. 


Woik  Executed. 


1796 

—  Dec. 


One  ovenaer  and  four  meni  Constantly   collecting,  cleaning,  and  bfoming  iiiscel- 

shells  into  lime.  laneooe. 

Burning  charcoal  for  smiths,  &c. 

Catting  for  all  necessary  uses. 

Bringing  timber  to  the  saw-pitts,  maixe  from 
the  wharf,  stockyard,  and  erannary  to  the 
pablick  store,  charcoal  to  tne  smiths,  man- 
grove to  the  wheelers,. prorision  to  Toon- 
gabbee,  wheat  from  the  ninety  acres. 

Made  152  pair  of  trowsers,  200  frocks,  41 
jackets,  22  pair  of  breeches,  312  bagpi 
for  wheat;  and  occasionally  called  oat 
to  other  work. 

Made  145  pair  of  shoes,  scaled  205  and  repaired 
418  do. 

Made  6,000  bricks  p.  week. 


One  overseer  and  four  men 

Six  sawyers 

One  overseer  and  twelve 

men 


Fonrtaylora 


Three  shoemakers 


Twelve    men    making 

bricks 
Six  men  with  oxen  to  two 

timber  carriages. 

Four  men  with  oxen  to  two 

carts. 

Two  barbers 
Two  bakers 
One  gardiner   and  one 

aarisft 
Oneman    


Eighteen 
Ei^tmn 


One     do. 
One     do. 
Eighteen    ooDBtablea  and 
watchmen. 


Seventy-six  men  .. 


Bringing  boards,  kc,  from  the  saw-pitts  to  the 

several  buildings,  gimin  to  the  store,  and  to 

the  wharf  for  Sydney. 
Brinmng  wood   to   the  barracks  and  goard* 

houses,  brick  to  the  several  buildiogs,  grain 

to  the  store,  &c. ,  kc. 
Shaveing  all  the  servants  of  Goverment. 
Bakeing  for  do.  .  do. 

At  the  garden  belonging  to  Goverment  House. 

Attendinfl;  to  ring  the  bell  that  assembled  the 

people  to  work. 
Takeinff  care  of  Groverment  cattle. 
Old  and  feeble  ;  takeing  care  of  the  butts  when 

the  people  were  at  work. 
Made  six  dozen  of  brooms  per  week. 
Makeing  and  repairing  sieves  and  baskets. 
At  Parramatta,  the  I^rth  Boundaries,  and  the 

adjacent  districts. 

TOONGABBEK. 

Repaired  and  fitted  up  a  house  for  the  reception  General 
of  a  military  guard  ;  repaired,  plaistoredy  Wwiiren. 
and  wbitowashed  the  superintondant's  and 
all  Gov't  houses ;  chipped  and  harrowed  in 
922  bushels  of  wheat ;  sowed  in  461  acres  of 
ground ;  erected  several  wheat-mows ;  re- 
paired the  roads  and  diff*t  bridges  between 
hence  and  Paramatta ;  husking  and  housing 
of  maize,  threshing  of  wheat,  &c.,  ftc. ; 
new  thatehed  all  the  huts  ;  repaired^lais- 
tored,  and  whitewashed  Doetor  Kelly's 
house. 
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Statement  of  Work  executed,  kc — eorUintied. 


Men  Employed. 

Work  Executed. 

One  barber 

Shaveing  all  the  servants  of  Goverment 

Onethatcher         

Thatching  butts,  wheat-stacks,  kc,  &c. 

One  miller 

In  charge  of  the  steel  mills. 

Seven  men 

In  chaive  of  Goverment  cattle,  &c 
Old  and  feeble,  buttkeepers. 

Four  men 

One  shoemaker     

Repairing  shoes,  &c.,  &c. 

Onetaylor 

Repairing  jackets,  trowsers,  &c.,  &c 

One  man 

Getting  wood  for  the  guard-bouse. 

Eight  constables 

storehouse ;  keeping  the  peace,  &;c.,  &c. 

One          do 

At  Georse's  River. 
At  the  Hawkesbury. 

Four        do.          

Jno.  Huntkb. 


New  South 

Wales 

Corps 


Officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corpp. 


Rank. 


Lt.-CoL  Comm.. 
Mi^or       .. 

Captain    .. 


Lieutenant    '.. 


Name. 


Ensign  . . 

Adjutant . . 
Quarter-master 
Surgeon  .. 
Assistant  surg. 


Francis  Grose 

William  Paterson    . 
Joseph  Foveaux 

George  Johnstone   . 
John  M*Arthur 
John  Townaon 
Edward  Abbott 
Thomas  Rowley 
John  Tho.  Prentice  . 


William  Cummings . . 
John  Piper 
NeilM'KeUar 
Thomas  Da  vies 
William  Bume 
James  Hunt  Lucas  .. 
Anthony  Fenn  Kemp 
William  Patullo 
William  Cox  .. 
Thomas  Hobby 

John  Brabyn.. 
William  Moore 
Thos.  Laycock 
John  Lenigar  Brock 
WUliam  Minchin      .. 

Prater.. 

Nicholas  Bayley 
Oeoige  Bond  . . 

WiUiam  Minchin 


Thomas  Laycock 
John  Harris   .. 


Dateof 

Appointment 


15  July,  1793 

4  Not..  1795 

10  June,  1796 

25Sept.,179S 
6Mi^T,  1795 
do. 

11  Not. 

21  June,  17K 
2  Mar.,  1797 


June.  1793 

May,  1796 

Not. 

June,  1796  , 
do.         I 

Sept 

Mar.,  1797  | 
do         ; 

Sept 


May.  17» 

da 
Dec 

Aug.,  1796 
Mar.,  1797 

do 
June 
Sept. 

Nov.,  1796 

Jan.,  1791 

Jan.,  1791 


Agent,  Messrs.  Oox  and  Greenwood,  Craig's  Court 
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Government  and  General  Order.  1799 

1st  January,  1799.  Uan. 

Parole — Health.  Countersign — Prosperity. 

Mr.  John  Gowan  is  appointed  storekeeper  at  Sydney,  in  the  room  a  store- 
of  Mr.  William  Stephenson,  deceased.  Jno.  Hunter.      '^®«p«*"- 


Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  Dr.  W.  Roxburgh.* 

My  Dear  Sir,  Soho  Square,  7th  January,  1799.  7  Jan. 

I  have  seen  your  son,  and  am  much  pleased  with  his  open  sir  Joseph 
and  honest  countenance.  Mr.  Ormes,  his  uncle,  and  the  gentle-  ^*"*'*- 
man  to  whom  his  education  was  entrusted  give  him  the  best  of 
characters.  I  can  do  nothing  for  him  yet,  because  the  present 
Chairmanf  does  not  like  me,  but  he  will  soon  pass  away,  and  it  is 
great  odds  but  that  he  is  succeeded  by  some  friend  of  mine.  Be 
assured  no  opportunity  shall  be  pass'd  by  to  serve  him,  and  that, 
unpleasant  as  the  delay  may  appear  to  you,  I  only  wait  for  a  good 
opportunity,  which  is  likely  ere  long  to  present  itself. 

I  send  with  this  a  duplicate  of  my  last  and  a  copy  of  Bruce's 
book  respecting  the  culture  of  the  clove.  I  also  send  two  quarters  seeds, 
of  new  hemp-seed,  the  quality  of  which  I  have  taken  some  pains 
about.  I  send  also  two  quarters  more  by  the  Porpoise,  storeship, 
which  takes  our  Governor  King,  and  which  were  put  on  board 
before  I  knew  of  your  son's  intention  so  soon  to  leave  us. 

If  any  of  the  numerous  plants  sent  home  to  Kew  by  Smith  are  piants. 
alive  it  is  more  than  I  know.     All  the  nutmegs  are  qaite  dead 
both  at  Kew  and  in  the  other  gardens,  as  far  as  I  know.      They 
were  all  seedlings,  and  such  you  know  seldom  fare  well  at  sea. 

Allow  me  to  recommend  to  your  notice  GovV  King,  of  the  p.  g.  King. 
Porpoise,  and  a  lad  also  who  goes  with  him  as  a  gardener  (Geo. 
Oaley),  for  he  has  three  gardeners  on  board,  all  I  believe  very  good 
fellows  ;  but  Caley  has  more  genius  than  both  the  others.  Gov*r 
King  carries  with  him  a  little  conservatory  of  plants  for  New 
South  Wales,  which  I  fear  will  arrive  in  bad  condition,  as  the  ship 
Has  been  delayed  a  long  time  and  the  season  is  very  cold  now. 
Any  assistance  you  can  give  him  in  replacing  the  useful  plants 
tliat  have  died,  or  getting  others  likely  to  be  usefull  to  the  colony, 
will  be  thankfully  acknowledged 

I  have  directed  Caley  to  attend  principally  to  the  plants  on  Oeorge 
that  peninsula  between  False  Bay  and  Table  Biiy,  which  I  believe      ^^* 
has  not  been  so  much  examined  as  the  more  distant  parts.    Our 
botanists  used  to  travel  100  miles  at  least  before  they  thought  it 

*  wniifun  Roxburgh,  a  surgeon  in  the  service  of  the  East  India  Company ;  principally 
celebrated  for  his  botanical  labours  in  India.  The  publication  of  the  work  now  known  as 
BMOmrffKn  Coromandel  PlanU  was  undertaken  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks  at  the  reauest  of  the 
Coort  of  Directors.  Roxburgh  died  in  1815,  and  a  complete  edition  of  bis  Mara  Indica 
vas  published  by  his  sons  in  1832. 

t  Sir  Joseph  Banks  apparently  refers  to  the  Chairman  of  the  East  India  Company. 
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1799  '  worth  their  while  to  begin  their  collections.  Groote  Vaaders  Bosch, 
7  Jan.  ^  ^^^  miles  from  Sohivellendam,  is,  I  am  told,  one  of  the  most  pro- 
ductive spots  for  a  botanist  in  beautiful!  trees  and  8hrab&,  I  have 
several  specimens  from  thence,  but  we  have  received  very  few 
seeds.  An  excursion  there  in  autumn,  when  the  seeds  are  ripe, 
would  produce,  I  have  no  doubt,  a  very  valuable  return. 
Loid  I  conclude  that  Lord  Macartney  has  left  you.*     I  heartily  hope 

Macartney,  y^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  into  as  good  hands.  His  Lordship  favor'd  acience 
always,  and  I  cannot  say  that  in  general  the  military  pay  so  much 
attention  to  us  poor  philosophers  as  I  am  sure  they  will  do  when 
our  value  is  better  understood. 

I  have  received  the  1,200  drawings.  Jos.  Banks. 


Ck>urt. 


GOTERNMBNT  AND  GeNBRAL   OrDKB. 

8  Jan.  8th  January,  1799. 

Parole — Chester.  Countersign — Liverpool 

The  Civil      The  Civil  Court  which  had  been  adjoum'd  from  the  20th  DecT 
'^"""^  until  this  day  is  farther  adjourned,  on  account  of  the  ill-health  d 

the  Judge- Advocate.     Timely  notice  will  be  given  of  the  time  when 
it  will  again  meet. 

The  Governor  desires  that  on  Tuesday,  the  loth  instant,  the 
following  officers  will  meet  him  upon  public  service,  in  the  Court- 
house at  Sydney,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  morning,  viz.  : — ^The  Com- 
manding Officer  and  Captains  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  the 
Commanders  of  his  Majesty's  ships,  and  the  First  Lieutenant  o! 
the  Reliance,  the  two  clergymen,  the  Principal  Surgeon,  the  Sur- 
veyor-General of  Lands.  Jno.  Hunter. 


16  Jan. 


GOVSRNMEKT  AND  GENERAL  ORDERS. 

15th  January,  1799. 
Parole — Lisbon.  Countersign — ^Tagns. 

The  Queen's  FRIDAY,  the  18th,  being  the  day  appointed  to  be  observed  as  the 
*^*  birthday  of  her  Majesty,  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  will  parade 
at  12  o'clock,  and  fire  three  volleys,  in  honor  of  the  same  ;  and  the 
batterys  on  the  west  and  east  points  of  the  Cove  will,  betweni 
them,  make  up  a  royal  sallute  (twenty-one  guns),  the  military  firing 
the  guns  on  the  west  point,  and  the  seamen  of  the  Supply  those 
on  the  east.  Jko.  Huhtbr. 


Government  and  General  Order. 
16  Jan.  16th  January,  1799. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  €k>vemor  and  the  principal  officers  of  the 
colony — civil,  military,  and  naval — ^to  consider  of  various  matters 

*  It  wotild  appear  from  this  that  Dr.  Roxbuiiph,  when  this  letter  was  wiittflB*  n 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  of  which.  Lnd  Maoirtneor  was  GovemoE. 
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of  a  public  nature,  amongst  others  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion       17M 
that  the  Patent  for  establishing  our  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction,     lajan. 
in  the  clearest  manner,  has  expressed  "  that  the  Civil  Court  only       — 
was  competent  to  decide  upon  all  pleas  of  debt."  debt!^ 

The  Civil  Magistrates  will  tlier^ore  hereafter  be  relieved  from 
that  duty,  and  will  have  chiefly  to  attend  to  those  of  the  Justice 
of  the  Peace  ;  they  will,  however,  use  their  utmost  endeavours,  as 
&r  as  their  influence  can  be  effectual,  in  recommending  the  settling 
of  trifling  debts  by  arbitration,  and  thereby  prevent  such  vexatious 
UtigatiiHu  j^Q^  Hunter. 


The  Tranbport  Comhissioneiis  to  Under  Secretary  King. 
Sir,  Transport  Office,  18th  January,  1799.         is  Jan. 

We  beg  to  inclose  to  you,  for  the  information  of  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  we  have  received 
from  Mr.  James  Duncan,  broker  for  the  Minerva,  convict  ship,  The 
engaged  by  this  Board  pursuant  to  the  direction  of  his  Majesty's  iSJJJ^ 
Treasury  so  long  since  as  the  month  of  March  last ;  and  we  also 
think  it  right  to  state  that  the  Minerva  has  been  at  Cork  ever 
since  the  middle  of  August,  at  an  expence  for  demurrage,  already 
incurred,  of  upwards  of  two  thousand  pounds. 

Our  agent  at  Cork  lias  been  repeatedly  directed  by  us  to  remind 
the  Irish  Government  of  this  unusual  detention. 

We  are,  «Smj., 

RuPT.  George. 
Ambrose  Serle. 
Wm.  Ay.  Otway. 
[Enclosare.] 

Jambs  Duncan  to  The  Transport  Commissioners. 
Hon'ble  Sirs,  Great  Tower  Hill,  15th  January,  1799. 

The  ship  Minerva,  taken  up  by  the  Boaixl  last  March  to 
carry  convicts  from  Ireland  to  New  South  Wales,  but  still  detained  deUyod  at 
at  dark  without  a  single  convict  yet  put  on  board ;  in  consequence  ^"^^ 
of  such  unexpected  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  Government^ 
and  the  inevitable  ruinous  voyage  the  owner  must  experience  from 
such  delay  (demurrage  being  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  expences 
attending  so  long  a  voyage),  the  owner  begs  the  Board  will  be 
pleased  to  take  his  very  hard  case  into  consideration,  and  allow 
him  an  imprest  upon  the  extensive  growing  demurrage,  a  propor- 
tion of  the  freight  to  be  paid  on  her  sailing,  anil  the  provisions 
supplied  the  guard  from  the  16th  May,  the  day  tiiey  embarked,  at 
foil  allowance,  as  per  the  Board's  orders* 

I  am,  &c., 

James  Duncan. 

VOL.  Ill — 2  L 
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1709 

19  Jan. 

Caley*8 

ex{>cnses; 


The 

Porpoise  in 
the  Downs. 


Oiley's 
activity. 


G.  Galet  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.     (Banks  Papers) 

Sir,  19th  January,  1799. 

Knowing  that  you  were  indisposed  causes  me  to  trouble 
you  with  a  note.  By  the  ship  being  detained  longer  than  what  I 
expected  urges  me  to  apply  to  you  for  more  money.  However, 
should  it  be  disagreeable  by  troubling  you  at  the  present^  I  can 
make  free  with  the  £5  note  that  you  let  me  have  a  short  time 
since,  but  this  is  not  to  call  my  own,  but  what  I  have  to  remit  to 
Manchester. 

Gov'r  King  intended  to  have  set  out  [for]  Portsmouth  to^T, 
but  as  the  wind  has  changed  he  is  prevented ;  and  as  there  is  do 
likelihood  of  a  change  of  weather  the  ship  may  remain  ia  the 
Downs  for  a  series  of  days  yet,  by  which  I  mean  to  return  to 
Chelsea,  for  by  living  in  town  it  is  more  expensive,  and  what  is 
still  worse,  I  am  out  of  my  element. 

The  greatest  expence  that  will  occur  to  me  will  be  the  carriage 
of  the  parcels  and  the  fare  to  Portsmouth. 

Should  I  have  to  leave  London  without  seeing  you,  let  me  excite 
your  attention  for  a  few  minutes  longer. 

After  having  explored  as  much  of  New  South  Wales  as  I  am 
capable  of,  that  if  an  opportunity  offers  of  visiting  the  different 
islands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  that  I  may  be  permitted  to  go ;  for 
my  mind  is  of  this  nature,  that  when  nothing  new  occurs  the 
situation  begins  to  be  unpleasant,  except  my  place  of  birth ;  there- 
fore, while  I  am  away  from  homo  I  wish  to  visit  as  many  different 
parts  and  to  make  as  many  discoveries  as  my  circumstances  wil) 
admit  of,  for  I  am  thoroughly  sensible  that  I  am  in  the  prime  of 
life,  and  by  oftentimes  hearing  veterans  talk  of  what  they  were 
capable  of  doing  when  in  their  youthful  days  has  strongly  impriDte^l 
on  [my]  mind  "  make  much  of  time."  I  am,  <fec., 

G.  Calki*. 


Government  and  General  Order. 
21  Jan.  2 1  st  January,  1 799. 

Parole — Canso.  Countersign — Gaspey. 

Agriculture  Xhe  Govemor  desires  that  the  officers,  settlers,  and  others  engaged 
9tock.  in  farming  will  give  him  a  return  of  what  quantity  of  wheat 

they  may  have  reaped  from  their  last  harvest,  as  near  as  they  can 
estimate,  and  also  what  ground  they  may  now  liave  planted  with 
maize.     He  also  desires  a  return  of  live  stock. 

The  officers  will  forward  their  returns  to  Captain  Johnston,  ani 
the  constables  of  the  different  districts  are  desired  to  collect  those 
of  the  settlers,  &c.,  and  forward  them  to  the  nearest  magistrate, 
who  is  requested  to  send  them  addressed  to  the  Govemor. 

The  Governor  wishes  to  have  these  different  returns  by  the  first 
day  of  February.  Jno.  Hunter. 


POLLUTING  THE  WATEB  SUPPLY.  631 

Government  and  General  Order.  1799 

25th  January,  1799.         25  Jan. 
Parole — Integrity.  Countersign — Sincerity. 

The  filthy  condition  in  which  the  spring- water  in  the  tanks  is  so  ^^  .j^^j^ 
often  reported  to  be  kept  in,  by  those  who  live  near  having  re-  streiun. 
peatedly  broke  down  the  paling  which  surrounds  them,  or  left  it 
open  when  broke  by  accident,  for  the  admission  of  hogs,  this  notice 
is  given  that  none  may  plead  ignorance  :  That  such  hogs  as  may  be 
found  hereafter  within  that  paling  will  be  liable  to  be  destroyed  ; 
and  whenever  the  paling  is  found  torn  down  it  will  be  ordered  to 
be  repaired  at  the  expence  of  those  who  may  inhabit  the  house 
nearest  to  the  fractured  part.  And  if  any  person  shall  presume 
to  dam  up  the  water  above  the  tanks,  or  dig  wells  so  near  as  to 
prevent  that  supply  so  requisite  for  the  public  use,  will  be  imme- 
diately prosecuted  with  the  utmost  severity.'^      Jno.  Hunter. 


Lord  Castlereaoh  to  Under  Secretary  King. 
Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  31st  January,  1799.         suan. 

I  have  received  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  19th  instl,  j^^ 
relative  to  the  delay  in  the  shipping  of  the  convicts  per  the  Minerva,  truisport 
transport  ship.     The  situation  of  the  country  during  the  rebellion      ®"*" 
rendered  it  impossible  to  transmit  the  convicts  from  several  of  the 
gaols,  but  they  are  now  assembled  at  Cork,  and  will  be  immediately 
embarked.    As  soon  as  the  account  of  the  expenses  which  have  been 
incurred  is  received,  directions  will  be  given  for  their  discharge.! 

I  have,  &c.f 
Castlebeagii. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

1st  February,  1799.  i  Feb. 

Parole — Just.         Countersign — Honest. 
An  Order  was  given  out  on  the  18th  June  last|  directing  that  all  FalM 
measures,  whether  dry  or  liquid,  be  brought  to  the  Government  ^^^^^ 
Store  at  Sydney,  there  to  be  proved  and  marked,  and  informing 
that  whoever  was  found  to  make  use  of  any  measure  without  such 
stamp  won'd  subject  themselves  to  a  prosecution. 

This  Order  was  given  for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  stop  to  a 
species  of  robbery  practised  by  dealers  and  boatmen,  which  had 
been  complained  of  and  detected  at  that  time,  viz.,  that  of  selling 

^This  WM  the  fifth  time  Hunter  had  to  aUude  in  his  "  Orders'*  to  the  pollution  of  the 
Tank  Stream.  See  Goreminent  and  General  Orders  of  22nd  October,  1795,  Vol.  ii,  p.  826 ; 
25th  January,  1796,  ante,  p.  10 ;  2nd  May,  1797,  ante,  p.  206 ;  and  20th  December,  1796, 
•nte,  p.  518. 

t  A  nnmber  of  convicts  were  pla^ftd  on  the  Minerva  on  the  18th  Februao',  1799  (see 
Memoirs  of  Joseph  Holt,  voL  ii,  pp.  24-28X  In  July,  1799,  we  find  the  owner  complaimng 
that  there  was  no  prospect  of  her  being  despatched,  and  that  she  had  been  delayed  for 
fourteen  months.  She  sailed  on  the  24th  August,  1799,  and  arrived  at  Sydney  on  the  11th 
January,  1800.  Amongst  her  oompalsory  passengers  were  General  Holt  and  Father  Harold 
(ibid,  pp. «,  57) 

t  Ante,  p.  406  This  Order  was  supplemented  by  one  issued  on  the  0th  August.— Ante,  p.  447. 
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17M  by  a  small  measure  and  buying  by  a  large  oiie.  It  is  now  a  second 
1  f%U  ^^^^  directed  that  all  measures  of  the  above  description  be  regu- 
larly stamp'd  at  the  Government  Store  at  Sydney  before  they  are 
used.  If  any  are  found  in  use  without  such  a  stamp,  sJt&c  due 
time  being  allowed  for  this  information  becoming  public,  the  pro- 
prietor will  be  subject  to  a  prosecution.  Jno.  Hukteb. 


Seeds  and 
plantB. 


Europeao 
poUttci. 


Importanoe 
of  the 
oolony. 


A  young 
botanist. 


Sib  Joseph  Banks  to  CtOvernor  Huntes.     (Banks  Papen.) 

My  Dear  Sir,  Soho  Square,  Ist  February,  1799. 

I  have  to  thank  you  for  innumerable  maiks  of  your  atten- 
tion, for  which  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  I  am  veiy  gratefolL 
I  have  received  seeds  and  specimens  by  Capt.  Haven,*  toad  sizioe  by 
another  ship,  the  former  of  which  were  sent  to  the  Royal  €S«rdais 
as  a  present  from  you ;  the  latter  I  keep  in  my  own  collection. 

You  have  been  very  friendly  in  writing  to  me  the  very  particular 
account  I  have  received  from  you  of  the  state  of  things  in  your 
colony,  t  I  grieve  to  observe  that  matters  go  on  so  ill,  and  I  am 
mortified  tliat  so  little  has  been  done  towards  putting  you  more  at 
your  I ;  but  be  assured  that  the  situation  of  Eorope  is  at 

present  so  critical,  and  his  Majesty's  Ministers  so  fully  employed 
in  business  of  the  deepest  importance,  that  it  is  scarce  possible  to 
gain  a  moment's  audience  on  any  subject  but  those  which  stand 
foremost  in  their  minds,  and  colonies  of  all  kinds,  yoa  may  be 
assured,  are  now  put  into  the  backgix)und. 

Persevere,  however,  my  good  sir,  in  the  manly,  honest,  and  open 
conduct  you  have  hitherto  held,  and  you  must  in  time  prevsedl 
Your  colony  is  already  a  most  valuable  appendage  to  GreAt  Britain, 
and  I  flatter  myself  we  shall  before  it  is  long  see  her  Ministers 
made  sensible  of  its  real  value.  Rest  assured  in  the  meantime 
that  no  opportunity  will  be  lost  by  me  of  impressing  them  with 
just  ideas  of  the  probable  importance  to  which  it  is  likely  before 
long  to  attain,  and  to  urge  them  to  pay  to  it  that  degree  of  atten- 
tion which  it  clearly  deserves  at  their  hands. 

I  have  recommended  to  you  by  a  separate  letter  a  young  man 
whom  I  have  sent  out  to  assist  in  investigating  the  produce  of 
your  country.  He  is  hardy  and  bold.  His  skill  in  botany  is 
much  beyond  what  his  appearance  promises,  and  he  has  aome 
smattering  in  other  sciences.  The  Duke  has  been  pleased  also  to 
recommend  him  to  your  good  offices,  and  I  hope  and  trust  he  will 
not  prove  unworthy  of  the  patronage  I  trust  you  will  afford  him, 
or  disgrace  l^e  reeommendation  I  have  ventured  to  give  him.§ 


of  the  Britamiia. 

t  Thto  "  very  particular  aooount^  is,  unfortui^ 
Banks  well  poiited  in  the  conoenM  of  the  colony, 
ante,  p.  202. 

}  Bunk  In  the  maniucript. 

I  ApparenUy  Banks  alludes  hen  to  Geoige  Oiley. 


itL     It  is  evident  thai  HanCer  kept 
Banks  to  Hunter,  9QUi  Marek,  1797, 
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With  Gapt  King  yon  will  receive,  I  hope,  a  considerable  supply      1790 
of  plants  likely  to  be  nsefnll  to  yonr  growing  colony.  *    If  the  bitter      i  peb. 
frost,  which  has  now  vexed  us  for  near  a  month  while  the  ship  has       — 
heea  oat  of  my  reach,  has  not  destroyed  them,  you  will  have  grapes  pii^&^ 
of  most  of  the  sorts  from  whence  the  valuable  wines  of  Eurt^ 
are  made.     These,  I  hope,  will  encourage  you  to  plant  vineyards, 
and  some  of  them  surely  will  produce  marketable  wine. 

Allow  me  to  recommend  the  person  who  has  been  employed  to 
attend  to  these  plants  and  carry  them  out.  He  has  had  no  pay 
iipom  Government,  but  has  undertaken  this  task  merely  on  con- 
dition of  being  allowed  to  go  out  as  a  settler.  He  is  an  honest, 
hardworking,  industrious,  and  ingenious  lad.  He  wishes  to  settle 
as  a  market-gardener,  and  carries  out  with  him  a  good  assortment  a  gudener. 
of  seeds.  If  he  pleases  you,  and  you  can  be  so  good  to  him  as  to  ^u!^) 
settle  him  in  some  low  sjiot  of  good  land  convenient  for  water 
carriage  to  transport  his  goods  to  your  town,  I  think  I  may 
venture  to  promise  that  he  will  thriva  You  will  find  him  honest 
and  trusty,  so  that  I  hope  he  may  in  other  matters  make  himself 
nsefnll  to  you. 

I  have  one  more  favor  to  beg  of  yon.     There  are  among  the 
convicts  who  proceeded  in  the  Hillsborough  two  brothers  of  the 
name  of  Wilkinson,  who  come  from  the  town  of  Oonsby,  in  my 
neighbourhood,  in  Lincolnshire.     They  were  convicted  of  maiming 
a  cow,  and  tran^>orted  for  that  offence.      I   do   not  mean  to  Transpor- 
vindicate  the  act,  but  I  really  do  think  it  a  venial  crime  when  ^Smin? a 
compared  to  robbery,  buiglary,  and  most  of  those  which  your  cow. 
subjects  have  been  guilty  of.     These  young  men  must  make  their 
coontry  amends  by  working  with  you  for  the  public.    AU  I  have 
to  request  is,  if  you  find  them,  as  I  hope  they  are,  not  ill-disposed, 
and  k  they  conduct  themselves  as  lads  whose  morals  have  not 
been  quite  destroyed  ought  to  do,  that  you  will  now  and  then 
give  them  a  cheering  word,  and  tell  them  that  by  continuing  a 
good  conduct  they  may  sometime  revisit  their  country  and  their 
friends.  Jos.  Banks. 


6  Feb. 


LIEUTEKANT-GOVERNOR  KiKG  TO   SiB  JoSEPH   BaNKS. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

83,  St.  George's  Square,  Portsea, 
Dear  Sir,  6th  February,  1799. 

Notwithstanding  the  badness  of  the  weather,  and  the  h.m.s.  por- 
uncertainty  of  the  Porpoise's  arrival,  we  arrived  hero  on  Mon-  poise  and  the 
day  night,  and  were  fortunate  enough  to  hear  of  the  Porpoise's  ^  *°^"*^  *°' 
arrival  the  next  day.    She  was  out  during  the  whole  of  the  gale,  and 

*  Theie  plantoirere  shiiiped  on  H.M.8.  Porpoise,  but  most  ot  lihem  bad  to  be  TeplAoed. 
The  vessel  did  not  soil  until  17th  March,  1800.  She  arrived  at  Sydney  on  the  7th  Honrember 
following. 
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1799 
6  Feb. 


A  source  of 
danger. 


Poeitlon  of 
the  pUmt- 
oabiii. 


Captain 
PhUUp. 


The  garden. 


PhiUip 
and  Banks. 


made  extreme  bad  weather.  The  master*  is  so  much  alarmed  at 
the  crankness  of  the  ship  that  he  has  found  it  absolutely  neoessary 
to  write  officially  to  the  Navy  Board,  and  has  stated  the  necessity 
there  is  for  removing  the  plant-cabbin  from  the  quarter-deck,  and 
has  suggested  the  propriety  of  its  being  placed  in  the  'tween  decks, 
abreast  of  the  mainmast,  to  be  secured  by  stantions  and  nettings. 
The  instances  he  gives  of  the  great  hazard  attending  the  weight 
of  the  garden  being  so  high  up,  joined  to  her  shortness,  and  the 
impossibility  of  her  carrying  any  sail,  seems  to  have  rendered  his 
present  application  absolutely  necessary,  as  the  only  means  of  her 
being  rendered  at  all  seaworthy,  f 

Should  the  Navy  Board  see  the  necessity  for  this  request  being 
agreed  to,  I  shall  very  much  lament  the  disappointment  that  will 
attend  your  benevolent  exertions  and  endeavours  to  benefit  a 
place  that  owes  so  much  to  your  bounty  and  well-directed  efibrts, 
which  I  fear  will  be  frustrated  in  the  present  instance,  unless  you 
think  the  plants  can  have  a  chance  by  being  placed  between  decksL 
It  is  true  they  will  be  greatly  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  the  air, 
except  what  will  come  down  the  main  hatchway  in  fine  weather, 
and  be  subject  to  the  leaking  of  the  decks;  but  this  may  be 
obviated  by  a  painted  canvas  fixed  over  the  garden,  the  covering 
of  that  now  appropriated  for  the  gardner  [on]  .the  quarter-deck. 
Oapt.  Phillip,  who  is  now  standing  by  me,  says  that  he  has  no 
doubt,  if  the  Atlantic  had  been  able  to  furnish  a  tarred  or  painted 
canvas  to  cover  the  plants,  but  that  the  most  part  of  those  he 
brought  from  N.S.  W.  would  have  arrived  home.|  The  precautions 
they  took,  and  those  he  would  have  taken  if  he  had  the  means,  ho 
has  communicated  to  me,  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  my  assist- 
ance in  making  that  alteration. 

The  master  informs  me  that  Souter  [Suttor]  has  been  extreemly 
ill  on  the  passage,  but  that  Gearish  had  attended  the  garden,  and 
that  most  of  the  plants  appeared  dead,  which,  I  suppose,  is  only 
occasioned  by  the  rest  the  plant  is  at.  I  hear  nothing  of  the 
convoy,  but  shall  go  on  board  as  soon  as  the  weather  moderates, 
to  look  at  the  garden,  &cj  when  I  shall  write  to  you  again,  by 
which  time,  I  imagine,  the  master  will  have  received  the  Board's 
answer  to  his  letter. 

Capt.  Phillip  desires  me  to  present  his  compliments  to  you,  and, 
as  he  comes  to  town  soon,  he  intends  waiting  on  you.  I  b^  to 
add  mine  as  well  to  yourself.  Lady  and  Miss  Banks,  and  am,  with 
every  respect  and  gratitude, 

Yours,  <kc., 

Philip  Gidley  Kixg. 

•  WUliam  Scott.  . 

t  A  remarkable  resemblance  will  be  noticed  between  the  case  of  the  Porpoise  and  that  or 
Cook's  vessel,  the  Resolution,  which  had  also  to  be  cut  down  to  make  her  lees  "canDk."^ 
See  Vol.  I,  parti,  pp.  852  et  teq. 

X  Governor  Phillip  left  Sydney  in  the  Atlantic  in  December,  1792. 
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I  have  executed  Mr.  Greville's  commission  respecting  the  cask  of  1799 
things  belonging  to  Sir  Wm.  Hamilton,*  of  which  I  will  endeavour  q  peb. 
to  write  him  by  this  post. 

G.  Caley  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.     (Banks  Papers.) 

Sir  Joseph,  Portsmouth,  9th  February,  1799.  ®  ^«*»- 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  when  I  came  to  unpack  the  ^JJ,*^"*" 
parcels,  in  order  to  sort  out  those  that  would  be  most  convenient 
when  at  sea,  I  missed  the  microscope,  though  I  thought  I  had  took 
more  care  of  it  than  any  other  article. 

The  last  parcel  that  I  sent  by  the  waggon,  GovV  ^ing  was  in 
exceeding  great  haste,  so  that  the  few  remaining  things  that  I  had 
got  were  packed  up  in  great  haste.  I  brought  the  "box  to  the 
Governor  immediately,  but  found  that  the  box  not  being  above 
half  full,  I  took  it  to  a  carpenter's  shop  in  Little  Suffolk-street, 
Haymarket^  and  filled  it  up  with  shavings,  at  which  time  it  might 
get  misplaced,  for  I  recollect  very  well  putting  it  in  the  box  at  the 
public-house  called  the  British  Museum.  The  said  carpenter  or  ^j^il^" 
packing-case-maker  made  the  Gov'r  several  boxes,  and  furnished  cases, 
him  with  a  cart  to  take  parcels  to  the  Waggon  Inn.  If  it  is  lost,  I 
have  great  reason  to  think  it  must  be  at  this  place,  but  enquiry 
might  be  made  at  public-house  ;  but,  after  all,  I  cannot  think  that 
I  can  have  lost  it,  for  I  paid  more  attention  to  it  than  any  other 
article;  probably  I  may  have  overlooked  it  with  being  hurried; 
but  as  I  shall  not  have  an  opportunity  of  unpacking  the  cases  till 
I  arrive  at  New  South  Wales,  sure  and  not  sure,  is  doubtful  to 
depend  on ;  however,  I  am  very  uneasy  about  it. 

Mr.  Dickson  was  with  me  when  I  bought  it  I  am  very  dis- 
content that  I  have  not  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  parcels 
again,  for  if  another  is  procured,  and  then,  or  after,  I  find  the 
first  one,  that  will  in  one  sense  be  money  thrown  away,  and  to  go 
without  one  in  this  dilemma  is  running  a  great  risk. 

Since  I  have  been  at  Portsmouth  I  learn  from  people  that  have  Lost  in  the 
been  in  New  South  Wales  that  they  have  been  apt  to  get  lost  in  ^^^* 
the  woods,  and  to  remedy  this  evil  they  say  nothing  is  so  good  as 
a  watch  in  cloudy  weather,  by  which  they  know  at  what  time  to 
return.  A  watch  is  a  thing  that  I  have  never  paid  an  attention 
to,  as  thinking  such  a  subject  of  no  utility  lo  me;  but  as  I  intend 
to  travel  farther  into  the  woods,  as  well  as  other  places,  than  what 
others  have  yet  done,  if  you  think  it  of  any  great  utility  I  should 
like  to  have  one. 

*  Sir  wniiain  Hunilton,  unole  of  the  Hon.  Charles  Greville,  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Sir 
Joteph  Banks.  He  wrote  several  works  on  antiquities,  and  at  the  time  this  letter  was 
VTitteo  was  British  Ambassador  at  the  Court  of  Naples.  It  was  while  Sir  WilUam  Hamil- 
ton held  that  ofSce  that  Lord  Nelson  met  the  celebrated  Lady  Emma  HamUton,  and  formed 
that  attachment  which  ripened  into  one  of  the  most  prominent  liaisoM  of  English  history. 
See  Jeaflreson's  "  Lady  Hamilton  and  Lord  Nelson." 
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1790  If  Mr.  Bamsden  has  compleated  the  po^^etrfleztant,  I  wish  it 

9  Feb.      oonld  be  forwarded,  as  I  have  hayrd  the  ship  may  sail  in  a  few 

~T,    days,  or  perhaps  not  till  the  middle  of  next  month;  but  after  I 

to  mart    ^  have  got  what  I  here  mention  she  cannot  sail  too  soon  for  me,  for  I 

long  to  have  a  botanical  excursion  in  a  foreign  part.  I  have  not  yet 

been  on  board,  though  she  is  lying  near  Spithead.     I  am,  &c., 

Gso.  Gal£y. 

His  outfit  P'^- — I  shall  write  to  Manchester  for  some  shoes  and  a  few 
other  things,  and  shall  order  them  to  be  directed  to  you,  with 
their  demands,  whereby  I  humbly  request  you  will  remit  the 
money  to  my  father,  William  Caley,  horse-dealer,  Pkirsonage, 
Manchester.  

The  Navy  Board  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 
Sir,  Navy  Office,  9th  February,  1799. 

Having  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Soott^  commanding  his 
Majesty's  armed  ship  Porpoise,  under  orders  for  New  South  Wales, 
stating  that  on  his  passage  round  to  Portsmouth  he  found  her  so 
Unseftp         very  crank  as  to  be  scarce  seaworthy,  owing  to  her  great  top- 
ocm^Jon  of  ^^igl^t,  which  he  is  of  opinion  can  only  be  remedied  by  removing 
H.M.S.        the  plant-cabin  from  the  quarter-deck,  we  send  you,  enclosed,  a 
^'^    '      copy  thereof ;  and  as  it  appears  necessary  to  lighten  the  upper 
part  of  the  ship,  we  judge  it  proper  the  plant-room  on  the  quarter- 
deck should  be  taken  away.     We  therefore  request  to  have  your 
opinion  on  the  propriety  of  placing  it  between  decks,  in  the  manner 
Mr.  Scott  has  proposed.         We  are,  4&c.,  G.  Hops. 

J.  Henslow. 
A.  S.  Hamond. 
[Enclosare.] 
Mr.  Scott  to  The  Navt  Board. 
Honorable  Gentlemen,       Porpoise,  Spithead,  6th  Feb.,  1799. 
In  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date  I  informed  you  of  the 
Porpoise's  arrival  at  Spithead,   and  that  I  should  write  more 
particularly  by  this  day's  post ;  therefore  beg  leave  to  represent 
the  condition  of  his  Majesty's  armed  vessel  Porpoise,  which  has 
Ponage        occurred  during  her  passage  from  the  Downs  to  this  place,  in 
Downs  to      doing  which  I  beg  to  request  your  Honorable  Board's  indulgence, 
Spithead.     and  that  the  nature  of  the  voyage  i^e  has  to  perform,  and  the 
heavy  seas  she  has  to  go  thro'  between  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope 
and  the  south  cape  of  New  Holland,  will  plead  my  excuse  for  any 
unintentional  impropriety  I  may  commit  in  thus  respectfully  sub- 
mitting this  statement  to  your  consideration. 

By  my  reports  to  your  Honorable  Board  alter  being  obliged  to 

put  back  to  Sheemess  with  the  loss  of  two  anchors,  I  beg  to  recall 

A  crank       your  attention  to  the  crank  state  of  the  Porpoise,  as  I  have  no 

doubt  she  would  have  reached  the  Downs  long  before  the  gale 
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becsme  so  violent  bad  she  been  stiff  Miougb  to  bave  stood  under  1700 
a  very  moderate  sail,  instead  of  wbidi  I  had  the  mortification  to 
see  several  small  vessels  pass  me  with  all  their  small  sails  set,  q  p^i,, 
while  the  Porpoise  would  not  bear  her  mainsail  or  topgallant  sails. 
As  the  hold  was  stowed  tinder  mj  own  inspection  before  the  ship 
left  Deptford,  I  can  safely  assert  that  her  crankness  was  bj  no 
msans  owing  to  any  improper  stowage ;  but  on  being  supplied  with 
the  twenty  tons  additional  iron  ballast,  in  order  to  place  it  to  the 
best  advantage,  I  unstowed  great  part  of  the  hold,  and  placed  the 
wei^t  as  low  as  possible. 

It  being  light  winds  on  my  second  passage  to  the  Downs,  I  The  second 
eould  not  form  much  judgement  of  the  effects  of  the  iron  ballast  {h?r^w!^. 
and  restowage  of  the  hold,  but  she  appeared  rather  stiffer,  altho' 
still  very  tender  j  and  in  this  place  I  beg  to  observe  the  pilot 
refused  taking  charge  of  the  ship  unless  means  were  taken  to 
make  the  ship  stiffer,  and  that  she  had  more  men  to  work  her,  as 
he  found  it  impossible  to  weigh  the  anchor.  By  my  letter  of 
yesterday's  date  I  had  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  by  Admiral 
Peyton's  orders  I  took  charge  of  a  convoy  of  eighty-four  merchant 
ships,  and  sailed  from  the  Downs  the  30th  ult,  the  wind  RN.E. 
The  ship's  draught  of  water  at  that  time  was  15  ft.  11  ins.  forward, 
16  ft.  6  ins.  aft.  After  getting  round  the  foreland,  I  observed 
that  the  Porpoise  sailed  very  bad — ^that  almost  the  whole  of  the 
convoy  were  under  their  topsails,  whilst  the  Porpoise  was  carrying 
every  sail  that  could  be  set. 

In  the  evening  the  wind  veered  to  the  northward ;  in  the  night 
it  fell  little  wind,  and  in  the  morning  a  breeze  sprung  up  from 
E.S.E.,  from  that  to  S.E.,  and  before  daylight  it  came  on  to  blow 
so  very  hard  and  extremely  thick  that  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  Thick 
to  attempt  running  for  Spithead  with  a  large  convoy.  I  therefore 
hanled  to  the  southward,  and  brought  the  ship  too,  in  hopes 
the  weather  would  clear  that  I  might  see  the  land.  On  Friday 
evening,  the  weather  moderating  a  little,  I  endeavoured  to  make 
the  land,  and  stood  in  to  nineteen  or  twenty  fathoms.  At  the 
close  of  the  evening,  not  being  able  to  make  the  land,  I  hauled  to 
the  southward  again,  as  did  the  convoy.  Next  morning  (Satur- 
day) I  stood  in  tuod  made  Dunnose,  bearing  N.  W.,  the  wind  being 
K.  by  £.  I  used  every  endeavor  to  get  to  windward  with  the 
remainder  of  the  convoy,  most  of  which  had  parted  company  in 
the  different  gales. 

All  the  other  ships  in  company  were  considerably  to  windward 
frf  ^  on  Sunday  morning,  except  one  West  Indiaman,  which 
was  to  leeward,  under  single-reefed  topsails,  courses,  and  maintop- 
gaUaut-sails,  whilst  the  Porpoise  could  with  difficulty  carry  close-  a  bad  eoiier. 
nefiad  topsaik,  foresail^  main  and  mizen  staysail,  owing  to  her 
extreme  crankness,  which  by  no  means  made  the  sail  I  have 
already  described  adviseable  to  cany,  had  I  not  been  anxious  to 
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get  the  ship  to  an  anchorage,  and  its  heing  daylight.  Having 
stated  these  circumstances  to  your  Honorable  Board,  I  humbly 
beg  leave  to  offer  an  opinion  that  I  do  not  think  the  inconvenience 
of  her  extreme  crankness,  and  consequent  bad  sailing  from  not 
being  able  to  carry  sail,  can  be  remedied  by  any  other  means  than 
by  removing  the  plant-cabin  from  the  quarter-deck,  where  I  humbly 
conceive  it  acts  as  a  very  powerful  lever,  its  weight  being  five 
tons,  and  placed  so  very  high  that  I  hope  the  propriety  ol  this 
remark  will  appear  so  obvious  as  to  merit  your  attention. 

I  also  beg  leave  further  to  state  that  the  'tween  decks  is  fiUed 
from  the  aftermost  part  of  the  main  hatchway,  close  aft  the  bulk- 
head of  the  gun-room  cabins,  with  bales  of  cloth,  <bc.,  and  from  the 
foremost  part  of  the  fore  hatchway  with  light  cases  of  a  veiy 
largo  size,  containing  weavers'  tools,  spinning-wheels,  Jbc,  which 
occupy  almost  the  entire  'twixt  decks. 

As  I  understand  a  ship  is  taken  up,  and  that  other  ships  are 
taking  up  in  the  river  to  go  to  New  South  Wales,  I  humbly  beg 
to  suggest  the  propriety  of  part  of  those  articles  being  landed  here 
or  sent  by  one  of  these  ships,  and  a  place  built  on  each  side  of  the 
mainmast,  betwixt  decks,  for  the  reception  of  the  plants,  which 
may  be  composed  of  stantions,  with  a  netting. 

By  this  means  the  lever  will  be  removed  from  the  quarter-deck, 
and  the  weight  brought  lower  down,  which,  I  hope,  would  make 
the  ship  much  stiffer  and  more  seaworthy  than  she  now  is. 

I  am,  &c., 
—  WiL  Scott. 

SiK  Joseph  Banks  to  The  Navy  Board.* 
(Banks  Papeins.) 

Honorable  Gentlemen,  Soho  Square,  11th  Feb.,  1799. 

In  answer  to  the  letterf  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from 
you  yesterday,  enclosing  one  from  Lieut  Wm.  Scott,  commander 
of  his  Majesty's  ship  Porpoise,  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that 
having  myself  little  experience  in  the  management  of  plants 
placed  between  the  decks  of  a  ship,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  be 
answerable  for  the  success  of  the  measures  proposed  by  Lieut 
Scott  of  removing  the  plants  intended  for  New  South  Wales 
from  the  cabbin  erected  for  their  accommodation  to  the  space  in 
the  'tween  decks  between  the  main  hatchway  and  the  bulkl^ead  of 
the  gun-room. 

I  once  sent  a  cargo  of  plants  from  the  Royal  Gardens  at  Kew 
to  St  Petersburgh.  They  were  stowed  in  the  hold  of  a  small 
vessel,  and  all  of  them  arrived  safe  at  Cronstadt,  tho'  they  had  a 
long  and  boisterous  passage.  I  have  also  frequently  received 
living  plants  from  the  East  Indies  that  have  been  preserved 

*  Draft  of  a  letter  in  Sir  Joseph  Banks*8  handwritinir,  but  unaignod. 
t  Ante,  p.  536. 
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during  the  long  passage  from  thence  to  Europe  in  the  cabbins  of  1799 
passengers.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  in  case  good  care  is  n  peb. 
taken  of  the  plants  in  their  intended  situation  between  decks,  and 
all  opportunities  of  giving  them  air  made  use  of,  that  the  largest 
part  of  the  cargo  will  arrive  safe  at  its  destination,  unless  the 
passage  is  unusually  unfortunate ;  and  as  there  are  three  professed 
gardeners  on  board,  it  will  be  easy  to  have  the  whole  of  the  boxes, 
which  are  only  eighteen  in  number,  brought  upon  deck  on  all 
proper  occasions  of  mild  weather,  and  taken  down  again  on  the 
smallest  appearance  of  a  gale. 

I  beg  leave,  however,  to  remark  that  the  weight  of  ^ve  tons,  Weight  of 
supposed  to  be  that  of  the  plant-cabbin  and  its  contents,  seems  ^JiS^*' 
to  me  to  be  a  conjecture  far  above  what  the  real  weight  is, 
and  therefore  to  request  that,  before  the  plant-cabbin  is  removed 
from  the  place  where  it  now  is,  one  of  the  eighteen  boxes  may 
be  weighed,  and  also  such  parts  of  the  plant-cabbin  as  can  be 
separated  from  it,  and  an  estimate  formed  by  the  carpenter,  or 
some  other  proper  officer,  of  the  real  weight,  for  the  information 
of  your  Board.  If  it  should  prove  to  weigh  not  more  than  half 
what  it  is  estimated  at,  it  is  possible  that  as  no  part  of  it  is  raised 

above  the *  of  the  sides,  and  it  therefore  cannot  hold  any 

wind,  and  as  the  weight  of  it  lies  exactly  in  the  center  of  the  deck, 
that  the  crankiness  of  the  vessel  may  be  owing  to  other  causes, 
and  the  usual  remedy  of  a  doubling  be  found  necessary,  even  after 
the  plant-cabbin  has  been  taken  away. 


LlEUTEKAKT-GOVERNOB   KiNG   TO   SiR  JoSEPH   BaNKS. 

(Banks  Papers.) 
4,  St.  George's  Square,  Portsea, 
Dear  Sir,  11th  February,  1799. 

I  received  yours  of  the  9th  yesterday,  and  should  have  The  plant- 
answered  it  by  return  of  post,  but  waited  to  see  Mr.  Scott,  or  go  h^°8." 
on  board  myself  to  make  the  proper  enquiries  of  him  respecting  Porpoiae. 
the  weight  of  the  garden,  &c.,  but  the  weather  being  very  bad  I 
have  not  been  able  to  go  off,  nor  Mr.  Scott  to  come  on  shore.     I 
lament  very  much  the  necessity  there  appears  for  removing  the 
garden,  as  the  loss  to  the  colony  will  be  very  great,  and  the  benefit 
that  would  have  resulted  from  your  bounty  and  labour  to  that  part 
o!  the  world  be  entirely  done  away. 

The  complaint  against  the  ship  by  Mr.  Scott^  who  I  have  not 
seen  since  his  first  landing  (as  he  returned  on  board  immediately 
after),  is  her  bad  sailing  and  not  answering  her  helm  when  going 
large,  also  her  extreme  tenderness  and  inability  to  carry  sail     The  ^J^gf 
instances  he  gave  me  of  this  was  that  when  going  large  with  a  fresh  tke  ship.  ^ 

*  Word  iUegible. 
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gale  at  £.N^  he  hftd  all  Ins  square  and  Bybag  naSbi  §el,  mIM 
neaiij  the  whole  of  his  coQToy,  eighty-three  sail,  ooold  ^th  diifi- 
colty  be  kept  astern  of  him,  ihej  having  little  and  no  sails  set ; 
and  that,  whilst  goii^  Isvg^  ^  slup  frequently  yawed  so  much 
against  h«r  helm  as  to  make  the  vessells  near  him  nm  fool  of  nch 
other.  As  the  garden  has  nothing  to  do  with  this,  I  shall  pus  on 
to  her  extreme  crankneBS.  After  the  Porpoise  and  a  great  part  of 
the  conToy  were  driven  past  Dmmose,  and  had  to  beat  to  wind- 
ward, when  the  gale  moderated  Mr.  Scott  found  it  hazardous  to 
carry  double  or  dose-reefed  topsail,  foresail,  maintop  and  miz.  stay- 
sails, whilst  a  vessel  considerably  to  leeward  of  him  soon  got  to 
windward,  carrying  whole  topsails,  maintop-gallantsail,  and  courses, 
which  inability  of  carrying  a  proper  press  of  sail  might  be  of  serious 
consequences  on  a  lee  shore,  from  which  it  would  be  impossible  to 
beat  ofi^  and  therefore  recommended  the  garden  being  removed 
from  the  height  it  was  placed  on  to  the  'tween  decks  as  a  probable 
means  of  making  the  ship  more  stiff.  As  near  as  I  can  recollect^ 
the  above  is  the  substance  of  Mi^  Scott's  observations  respecting 
the  bad  qualitys  of  the  ship 

Bespecting  her  bad  sailing  and  steerage,  they  may,  in  some 
measure,  be  improved  by  consulting  her  trim  when  in  moderate 
latitudes ;  altho',  from  the  construction  of  the  ship,  I  never 
formed  any  idea  of  her  sailing,  even  tolerably,  which,  perhaps, 
would  have  been  the  case  had  ten  feet  been  added  to  her  length. 
However,  as  this  does  not  concern  the  garden,  I  will  give  jon  mj 
ideas  on  that  head,  in  which  I  may  make  an  error  of  a  few  inches 
in  the  dimensions  I  am  about  to  state,  as  it  is  entirely  from 
recollection ;  however,  imperfect  as  it  may  be,  it  will  serve  to  give 
you  some  idea  of  the  ship.  From  the  bends  to  the  top  of  her  gun- 
wale is  about  10  feet  6  inches,  and  from  abreast  of  the  mainmast 
close  aft  she  has  a  bulwark  or  barricaded  quarters  about  8  inches 
thick  and  about  6  feet  high,  including  the  sheer-rail,  which  mak^ 
about  16  feet  topworks  abaft  the  mainmast,  and  10  feet  6  inches 

forward.     As  she  drew *  when  she  left  the  Downs,  the 

proportion  of  the  topwork  out  of  the  water  to  that  below  it— 
before  the  mainmast — i.«.,  10  feet  6  inches — is  by  no  means  too 
great;  but  it  appears  equally  evident,  and  as  confirmed  by  the  trial 
of  the  ship,  that  the  great  height  and  weight  of  upper  worb 
abaft  the  mainmcut,  and  the  weight  of  the  garden,  must  greatly 
contribute  to  the  crankness  complained  of,  wluch  will  besuflBcientlv 
obvious  when  her  shortness  and  depth  are  considered.  When  I 
saw  Mr.  Scott  he  told  me  that  he  had  calculated  the  weight  of  the 
boxes,  &c.,  to  be  five  tons  (calculating  frmn  the  weight  of  one  bos), 

and  the  garden f  Ac.,  at  another  ton.     This  eertainly  is  a 

great  weight  at  the  extremity  of  the  axis  in  a  heavy  sea  and  strong 
wind.  But  how  far  that  may  be  remedied  by  the  following  steps, 
without  removing  the  garden,  must  depend  on  the  l^avy  Board's 

*  Blank  in  manuecript       t  Word  iOei^ible. 
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deliberationB  on  the  master's  obsarvatious;  and  I  am  sorry  that  £       1799 

have  not  seen  Mr.  Scott  to  consult  him  on  it,  before  I  mention  it  to     n  peb. 

you,  in  case  the  Navy  Board  should  communicate  with  you  on  the 

subject.     No  man  could  express  more  ccmoern  than  did  the  master 

at  the  necessity  of  Diaking  his  statement  to  the  Board,  both  to 

myself  as  well  as  Capt.  Phillip,  who  was  present,  and  lamented  PhiiUp  and 

this  disappointment  in  the  event  of  the  garden  being  removed,    *"*^* 

having  promised  himself  the  satisfaction  of  carrying  so  rich  a 

treasure  to  that  oolony.     Since  seeing  him  the  first  day  of  his 

arrival,  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  utility  of  the  plants  to  the 

ooloay  merits  the  garden  beiug  ccmtinued  where  it  is  if  possible, 

as  their  existence  in  any  other  situation  is  very  .doubtful.     I  have 

also  thought  that  the  great  height  and  weight  of  the  quarters 

above  the  sheer-rail  abaft  the  mainmast  might  be  dispensed  with 

in  a  vessell  not  designed  for  fighting,  as  it  must  greatly  operate 

against  the  vessell's  stiffness,  and  being  enabled  to  carry  such  sail 

as  events  might  require  in  particular  situations.     I  should  there-  King's 

fore  propose  aH  that  barricading  to  be  taken  away  and  wooden  propotote. 

or  iron  rails  or  stanchions  being  put  in  its  plaice,  with  a  netting 

and  weather-cloth  ;  there  might^  also,  be  braces  to  these  rails  or 

stantions  to  stow  hammocks  in  occasionally.     This  change  taul 

iDore  iron  ballast  mi^t,  probably,  do  away  the  inoonvenimioe 

attending  the  garden ;  and  if  the  ship  should  eventually  be  in 

such  a  situation  that  the  garden  might  endanger  her  safety,  let 

its  contents  be  thrown  overboard,  if  no  room  can  be  prepared  for 

it  below,  for  certainly  the  benefit  of  the  plants  to  the  colony  is 

worth  that  risque,  and  it  is  not  clear  that  removing  the  bulwark 

(in  the  colony)  may  not  be  necessary  when  the  ship  has  not  so 

much  to  keep  her  down  in  the  water  as  she  has  at  present.     There 

is  one  circumstance  I  have  omitted  answering  to  your  letter :  The 

top  of  the  garden  is  rather  lower  than  the  top  of  the  barricade& 

In  having  made  this  statement  I  fear  I  have  said  too  much,  being  His  fear  of 
only  a  passenger  in  the  ship,  in  case  you  should  judge  necessary  ^J^ 
to  have  any  communication  with  the  Board  on  this  business,  but  £ 
hope  the  liberality  of  the  Navy  Board  will  excuse  any  inteif  erenoe 
of  mine  which  may  appear  presuming ;  nor  should  I  have  men- 
tioned this  much  without  consulting  Mr.  Scott,  if  there  was  a 
possibility  of  my  seeing  him  before  the  post  went  out.     As  the 
wirid  blows  strong  from  the  W.S.W.,  I  think  it  is  probable  we 
shall  be  detained  here  some  time,  which,  in  fact,  is  of  no  great 
consequenoo,  as  the  season  is  so  far  advanced  that  we  are  now 
cerLain  of  a  winter's  passage  between  the  two  Capes,  if  we  go  any 
time  between  this  and  May.     Perhaps  we  may  go  with  the  India 
convoy.     I  have  kept  Cayley  oh  shore  until  I  can  ^k  his  mess-  oeortre 
mates  on  board.     He  seems  much  distressed  about  the  loss  of  his  ^"^^^y* 
microscope.     I  am  very  sorry  I  neglected  to  call  upon  Sir  John 
Heoslow  for  the  plan  dt  the  plant-cabbin,  which  you  lent  me^  and 
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1799      which  I  lent  to  Sir  John,  he  having  at  that  time  mislaid  the  copy 

11  Feb.     be  ^^     I  li&ve  written  to  him  by  this  post,  and  requested  him 

to  forward  it  to  you,  which  I  hope  you  will  get,  and  cannot 

sufficiently  blame  myself  for  this  neglect.     I  hope  you  continue 

well,  and  am,  with  the  most  respectful  attachment, 

Yours,  &a, 

Philip  Gidley  King. 

Hamsden  had  not  finished  the  small  quadrant  for  Caylej  previous 
to  my  leaving  London,  nor  was  I  able  to  get  from  him  the  common 
compass  he  was  to  furnish  Cayley  with  ;  perhaps  he  has  not  yet 
done  it. 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 
(Banks  Papers.) 

4,  St.  George's  Square,  Portsea, 
12  Feb.         Dear  Sir,  12th  February,  1799. 

Weight  of  I  received  your  note  of  yesterday,  and  went  on  board  the 

boxaion'tho  Porpoise  this  morning  with  an  officer  fi-om  the  guard  to  weigh  the 
Poipoise.  boxes,  (kc,  the  result  of  which  I  suppose  will  be  reported  to  the 
Navy  Board  by  this  post  for  your  information.  As  it  blew  ex- 
treemly  hard  we  did  not  get  ashore  till  late,  therefore  I  cannot 
give  you  any  account  of  the  weight,  as  it  was  not  calculated,  but  I 
am  inclined  to  think  it  will  not  be  so  much  as  the  five  tons ;  how- 
ever, you  will  hear  of  it  from  the  Navy  Board.  I  think  ray  letter 
of  yesterday  may  not  be  pleasant  to  the  Navy  Board,  but  still  I 
hope  they  saw  it,  for  the  ship  most  certainly  is  the  worst  calcu* 
lated  I  ever  saw  for  such  a  service.  As  everyone  here  approves 
the  idea  of  removing  the  bulwarks,  I  hope  that  will  be  done,  and 
some  of  the  stores  got  out  to  make  a  place  for  the  garden  in 
state  of  the  case  it  should  be  necessary  to  remove  them  below.  The  plants  in 
plants.  general  look  very  well,  except  the  tender  ones,  which  are  certainly 
gone.  Souter  has  been  very  seasick  and  unwell  ever  since  the  ship 
left  Sheemess,  but  as  Gearish  has  been  well,  no  care  has  been 
wanting.     I  beg  my  respects  to  the  ladies,  and  am,  <kc., 

Philip  Gidley  Kjng« 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 
(Banks  Papers.) 

3,  St.  George's  Square,  Poi-tsea, 
13  Feb.         Dear  Sir,  13th  February,  1799. 

I  hope  you  received  my  letter  of  the  11th,*  which  I  am 
rather  doubtful  of,  as  you  do  not  mention  it  in  yours  which  I 

*  Ante,  p.  64a 


THE  PLA.NTS  ON  H.M.S.   PORPOISE.  543 

reoeived  to-day.     As  the  garden  is  considerably  less  than  the  five      1709 
tons,  not  being  four,  I  conclade  it  will  remain ;  perhaps  the  bulwark     is  f>eh, 
on  the  quarter  being  removed,  and  light  low  railing  in  its  plaoe,       — 
may  amend  the  crankness ;  and  if  the  Navy  Board  should  judge  Porpofse. 
proper  to  order  the  cloathing  from  the  'tween  decks  on  shore  here 
for  some  other  ship  to  bring  out,  then  stuff  might  be  put  on  board  to 
make  an  indosure  for  the  greatest  part  of  the  plants  between  decks, 
for  it  will  be  in  the  passage  between  the  Cape  of  Crood  Hope  and 
Van  Diemen's  Land  that  the  removal  of  the  garden  below  (or  at 
least  its  contents)  will  be  an  ease  to  the  ship,  and  of  no  detriment  to 
the  plants.     From  the  ship's  sailing  and  steering  so  bad  there  is  no 
other  remedy  than  lengthening  her.    I  do  assure  you  the  accounts 
of  the  masters  of  West  Indiamen  that  came  round  under  her  convoy 
from  the  Downs  presents  us  a  gloomy  presage  of  a  tedious  and  long  A  Kioomy 
voyage,  exclusive  of  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  her  being  p"^i^^- 
pooped  by  the  heavy  seas  we  must  meet  on  the  latter  part  of  the 
passage,  for  according  to  all  accounts  she  absolutely  refuses  to 
answer  her  helm  when  going  anything  large.* 

As  I  presume  Mr.  Dalrymple  will  be  with  you  this  morning, 
may  I  request  you  will  be  so  good  to  tell  him  that  altho'  I  cannot 
just  yet  lay  my  hand  on  the  N.  Zealander*s  chart,  yet  he  may 
be  assured  of  it.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Nepean  about  a  copy  of  the 
French  survey  of  the  harbour  of  Yan  Diemen's  Land  that  is  in  charts  and 
Mr.  D.'s  possession,  but  have  received  no  answer.  If  Mr.  D.  will  io""»^«- 
have  the  goodness  to  send  my  journals  and  the  copy  of  Bampton's 
passage  to  Mr.  Sykes's,  Arundel-street,  it  will  be  forwarded  to  me ; 
and  I  think  that  will  be  the  best  way  for  Cayley's  things  to  be 
forwarded.  He  is  much  rejoiced  at  his  microscope  being  found. 
Souter  has  been  extreemly  ill  during  the  passage,  but  the  garden 
has  been  well  attended  by  Grim  wood's  man.  I  think  everything 
looks  far  better  than  I  expected  to  find  them. 

I  shall  very  anxiously  expect  the  returns  from  the  Navy  Board 
to  the  report  gone  from  here  respecting  the  garden. 

I  am,  <S:c., 

P.  G.  King. 

IToU  in  the  hatidwrUmg  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks : — The  exact  weiRht  of 
weight  of  the  garden  and  every  part  of  it  will  be  reported  by  this  pJant-cabin. 
post  to  be  3  tons  3  cwt.  3  qr.     Every  box  was  weighed — tarpaul* 
ing,  gratings,  glass,  dec.    The  Commissioners  report  it  to  the  Board 
this  post.      As  they  were  not  ordered  to  report  anything  but  the 
weight,  that  only  will  be  done. 

Mr.  Gelpin  says  that  the  weight  of  the  garden  will  operate  in  a 
heel  with  a  force  equal  to  produce  1|  degrees.  The  largest  heel 
he  has  measured  was  45  degrees. 

*  The  Porpoise  wm  eventoaUy  replaced  by  another  veasel.— Post,  p.  728  and  note. 
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1790  Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sib  Joseph  Bani^. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

3,  St  George's  Square,  Portseay 
lAPeb.         Sir,  14th  Februkiy,  1799. 

Kinir's  I  am  so  much  impressed  with  what  I  have  heard  from  the 

oemin|^  the  master  of  the  Porpoise,  as  well  as  everyone  else  who  saw  her  on 
Porpoise,  jj^p  passage  round,  that  I  have  written  a  letter  to  S-A-HL,*  of 
which  the  enclosed  is  a  rough  copy,  which  I  have  every  fear  you 
will  not  be  able  to  decypher.  I  have  no  very  sanguine  idea  that 
the  proposal  will  be  acceeded  to ;  but  I  hope  you  will  think  I  have 
not  done  an  impn^r  thing  except  in  putting  you  to  an  expenoe, 
but  I  thought  it  necessaiy  you  should  be  informed  of  what  I  have 
done.  I  am,  d^a, 

PfliLip  GiOLET  King. 

I  should  have  written  a  fair  copy,  but  I  am  rather  late  for  the 
post.  May  I  request  the  copy  being  returned,!  and  will  be  obliged 
to  you  to  mention  whether  the  plan  has  been  returned. 

I  could  not  tell  Sir  Andrew  my  authority,  but  the  builder  told 
me  if  the  business  was  ordered  to  be  done  it  might  be  compleated 
in  three  weeks. 

[Encloeure.] 

LiEUT.-GovERNOR  KiNG  TO  SiR  A.  Hamond.    (Baiiks  Papers.) 

Sir,  14th  February,  1799. 

Killer's  Had  I  not  been  long  acquainted  with  your  liberality  and 

^dravLDg    ^^  ^^^  ^^^  success  of  his  Majesty's  service,  I  should  not  have 

Hamond.      dared  to  hazard  your  disapprobation  for  addressing  you  on  a  sub- 

ject  which  may  appear  to  interfere  with  a  business  that  does  not 

altogether  concern  me,  but  that  I  am  urged  by  a  sense  of  duty  I 

deem  owing  to  a  colony  the  prosperity  of  which  is  so  intimately 

connected  with  the  capability  of  the  ships  ordered  for  its  services. 

I  must  therefore  throw  myself  on  your  candour  and  known  public 

spirit  to  excuse  any  unintentioned  errors  I  may  commit. 

As  Mr.  Scott  has  shewn  me  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  the  Board 

respecting  the  bad  qualitys  of  the  Porpoise,  I  have  taken  some 

His  inquiries  p^'ii^s  to  enquire  of  the  masters  of  the  vessels  that  sail  under  his 

concerning    convoy  from  the  Downs,  who  all  join  in  one  opinion  **  that  the 

Porpoise.      Porpoise  would  neither  sail  or  steer  going  large,  and  that  when 

beating  to  windward  after  the  gale  she  was  under  a  very  low  sail 

and  fell  bodily  to  leeward,  while  every  other  vessel  was  carrying 

a  proper  sail  for  the  weather,  and  getting  fast  to  windward.'* 

*  Sir  Andrew  Hunond,  Comptroller  of  the  Navy  Board. 

t  Theoopgr  wm  wpptumUj  leMirued  to  Klnr ;  before  doing  to,  h&wtrntj  Bank 
it  to  be  copied,  and  it  is  this  copy,  in  the  handwriting  of  Banks's  cleric,  that  1 
preserved. 
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Respecting  her  bad  sailing  and  steering,  I  humbly  conceive,  and  1790 
in  which  opinion  neither  Mr.  Scott  or  myself  are  singular,  it  is  14  peU 
owing  to  her  extreme  shortness,  fullness,  and  depth,  which,  with 
the  weight  and  height  of  her  barricaded  quarter,  the  garden  appears 
equally  to  contribute  to  her  extreme  tendemesa  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  take  the  liberty  of  submitting  to  your  superior 
judgment  and  consideration  the  eventual  disappointment  that  will 
happen  to  the  ship  and  colony  in  her  present  state. 

As  far  as  respects  her  safely  going  to  the  colony,  I  have  no  The  voyage 
doubt  but  it  may  be  expected  that  iS  she  will  not  steer  coming  ^^^ 
down  Channel  in  comparatively  smooth  water   that  the  same  Wales, 
fault  will  be  greater  in  the  heavy  seas  she  will  have  to  encounter 
Ijetween  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  So.  Cape  of  N.  Holland, 

where  for  a  tract  of *  leagues  the  wind  blows  constantly  from 

N.W.  round  by  N.  to  S.W.,  with  heavy  gales  and  a  great  sea, 
and  the  consequence  of  a  ship's  broaching  to  are  better  known  to 
you  than  I  can  attempt  to  describe. 

I  shall  now  take  the  liberty  of  bringing  to  your  recollection  The  swas 
the  awkward  situation  of  the  Sirius  on  a  lee  shore  off'  Van  D's  ^^J^f* 
Land,  on  her  returning  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  New  S. 
Wales  in  1789,  when  nothing  but  a  fortunate  veering  of  the  wind 
two  poLQts  in  her  favor  released  her  from  one  of  those  situations 
where  every  soul  must  have  shared  the  instant  fate  of  the  ship  ; 
but  by  being  stiff  and  able  to  carry  sail  she  happily  clawed  off  a 
strait  lee  shore,  which  extends  from  the  So.  Cape  of  N.  Holland 
and  Port  Jackson,  t  and  several  vessels  have  experienced  similar 
risques  by  easterly  gales  coming  on  before  they  have  reached  Port 
Jackson,  and  should  the  Porpoise  be  in  that  situation  in  her 
present  state  I  have  my  doubts  of  her  being  so  fortunate  as  many 
other  ships  would  be. 

I  must  further  trespass  on  your  patience,  sir,  by  supposing  her  The 
safe  arrived  at  Port  Jackson.     It  is  here,  sir,  that  I  feel  myself  ^!^^ 
particularly  interested  in  the  ship  being  equal  to  perform  the  ser-  Jackson, 
vices  expected  from  her,  and  which  I  am  confident  would  be  highly 
gratifying  to  your  well-known  zeal  for  promoting  and  furthering 
the  public  interest  and  welfare.     Two  services  iuimediately  present 
themselves  on  her  arrival — going  to  Norfolk  Island  with  or  for 
provisions,  &c.,  and  being  sent  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  for  cattle. 
She  has  now  upwards  of  22  tons  of  shingle  and  80  iron  ballast. 
That  quantity  must  be  doubled  to  make  her  half  as  stiff  as  she  is 
now,  after  having  delivered  a  very  trifling  cargo  at  Norfolk  Island, 
where  the  Sirius  was  lost  from  not  answering  her  helm.     If  sent  services 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  what  may  not  be  expected  from  the  ^^"i,"^^^ 
scurvy  incident  to  a  passage  round  by  Cape  Horn  lengthened  be  em- 

*  Blank  in  maniucript. 

t  See  Vol.  i,  part  2,  pp.  374  and  875,  and  Vol.  ii,  pp.  706  and  700. 
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other 
alterations. 


1799  beyond  twelve  weeks?  She  may  be  laden  with  coals  at  the  Cape 
14  Feb.  [?  Colony],  which  will  be  a  great  saving  to  the  public,  and  make  the 
ship  as  stiff  as  she  is  at  present ;  but  in  returning,  laden  with 
cattle,  she  will  have  every  disadvantage,  increased  by  the  gob- 
sumption  of  water  and  provisions  in  the  passage,  altho'  it  is  true 
the  latter  may  be  supplied  by  salt-water. 

Having  detailed  the  inoonveniendes  and  disadvantages  of  her 
present  state  and  quality,  and  the  efiect  it  may  eventually  have  of 
once  more  depriving  the  colony  of  a  ship  otherways  strongly  con- 
structed, and  will  be  extremely  durable  if  no  accident  happen  to 
her,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  an  opinion,  in  which  I  have  Mr.  Scott's 
concurrence,  as  well  as  every  other  person's  who  has  seen  the  ship, 
Proposed  which  is  that  if  she  is  lengthaied  10,  12,  or  14  feet  she  will  cer- 
oAWene!  ^^^7  ^^  ^^^  steer  much  better,  and  be  altogether  much  more 
'  seaworthy  than  she  is  at  present ;  and  as  she  wHl  stow  much  more 
than  dae  does  at  present  in  her  hold,  much  of  her  crankness  may 
be  removed,  and  more  so  if  a  rail  and  netting  is  substituted  for  the 
baiTicading  she  has  on  her  quarters,  a  place  made  ia  the  'tween 
decks  with  stantions  and  a  netting  for  removing  the  plants  to 
occasionally.  I  need  not  inform  you  that  in  point  of  delaying  the 
voyage  by  an  alteration  of  this  kind,  was  the  ship  not  to  saU  for 
two  months  her  voyage  to  New  S.  Wales  from  the  Cape  would  be 
much  safer  and  better  ;  but  if  it  could  be  done  in  a  month,  she 
would  be  compleated  in  time  to  sail  with  the  E.I.  convoy.  In 
making  this  observation,  I  beg  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  my  large 
family  and  the  expences  attendant  upon  remaining  here  mi^t, 
was  I  so  disposed,  plead  greatly  for  suppressing  a  r^^tfesentation 
which  I  respectfully  think  my  situation  requires  I  should  submit 
to  your  candid  inspection. 

I  must  again  obtain  your  indulgence  for  this  liberty,  and  as  I 
have  not  proceeded  without  Mr,  Scott's  concurrence  (who  would 
have  made  the  representation  himself  but  from  very  proper  motives 
of  delicacy),  I  hope  you  will  excuse  my  saying  that  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  the  choice  could  not  have  been  made  of  a  better 
officer  or  seaman  to  command  the  ship,  supposing  the  proposed 
alteration  to  be  inadmissable ;  but  should  the  measure  be  so  for- 
tunate to  meet  your  approbation,  he  wiU  write  an  official  repre- 
sentation on  the  subject.  P.  G.  King. 


The  master. 


Decision  of 

the  Navy 
Board. 


Memo,  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks : — In  answer  to  this  the  Navy  Board 
propose  to  have  a  doubling  o(  five  inches  extreme  breadth^  tapering 
downwards,  put  round  the  vessel,  her  rudder  heel  to  be  lengthened, 
and  an  addition  to  the  false  keel;  but  they  ask  whether  the  master 
thinks  the  faults  of  the  ship  may  be  remedied  by  taking  away  the 
garden  and  the  barricade,  which  the  Board  would  prefer  to  the 
other  mode. 
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UivDSB  SECBSTAinr  Kino  to  LiKUTBifAirrOoyEBiroR  Kino.  17M 

My  Dear  Sir,  Whitehall,  19th  February,  1799.         i«Peb, 

Sir  Job.  Banks  has  put  into  my  hands  some  information 
from  N.S.W.  which  makes  me  wish  to  see  you  for  a  few  hours  if 
practicable.  If,  therefore,  the  time  fixed  for  the  sailing  of  your 
ship  will  allow  you,  I  wish  you  would  put  yourself  into  a  post- 
chaise  and  come  to  town.  As  you  come  on  account  of  the  public, 
the  public  must  take  charge  of  you.*  J.  King. 


GOYBBKOS  HiTNTEB  TO  ThK   DuKS  OF   PoBTLAND.f 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  2l8t  February,  1799.         21  Feb. 

To  write  more  than  I  have  already  done  on  tho  effects  The 
vhich  have  long  attended  the  extensive  dealings  of  various  dis-  ^J^**  ^ 
criptions  of  persons  in  this  colony  upon  the  true  and  permanent 
interest  of  the  settlement  I  have  no  desire,  nor  is  it  my  inclination 
to  dweU  upon  the  monopoly s  which  have  been,  and  continue  to  be, 
made  of  the  little  comforts  which  are  sometimes  brought  hither 
upon  speculation.  I  shall  therefore  only  observe  that  my  best 
endeavours  to  get  the  better  of  such  acts  of  injustice  are  con- 
tinually frustrated  thro'  various  means  not  necessary  to  trouble 
your  Grace  upon.  All  I  shall  say  is  that  the  bankruptcy  and  "Bank- 
beggary  which  is  the  consequence  cannot  fail  to  be  a  distressing  bSgMvl^** 
circumstance  to  a  feeling  mind.  I  will  not,  my  Lord,  add  more 
npon  these  truely  unpleasant  matters;  I  have  already  drawn  your 
Orace*s  attention  probably  too  frequently  to  them.  I  have  also 
taken  the  liberty  of  pointing  out  the  means  by  which  we  may  get 
the  better  of  them  and  become  prosperous,  and  I  have  to  hope 
that  the  appearance  of  so  much  wretchedness  and  the  effect  it 
must  have  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  colony,  together  with  the 
sensations  which  it  occasions  so  often  in  me,  who  witness  it,  may 
operate  with  your  Grace  as  an  apology  if  I  have  said  more  than 
may  have  been  thought  necessary. 

My  next  concern,  my  Lord,  is  to  place  before  your  Grace  a  A  matter  of 
matter  of  some  importance  to  the  colony.  It  at  least  appears  as  ^P®'**"*** 
a  concern  of  some  consequence  to  me,  who  am  charged  with  all  the 
public  a&irs  of  the  settlement,  a  charge  which  no  artfull  con- 
federation or  function  of  those  private  interests,  which  had  some 
time  past  been  in  the  most  determined  opposition  to  each  other, 
will  ever  dispose  me  to  shrink  from,  however  laborious  and  difficult 

*The  otxtcome  of  this  Intenriew  was  apparently  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  letter  to 
the  Under  Secretery  of  8th  Maroh,  1790,  poet,  p.  640. 

^  t  This  latter  and  tta  endosares  (with  the  exception  of  endoeara  No.  10)  are  in  Huntei's 
hMdwriting. 
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1799      it  must  be  for  the  management  of  any  one  man,  whatever  may 
21  Feb.     be  his  ability,  and  whose  mind  in  such  situation  must  be  continu- 
ally upon  the  stretch  to  prevent  the  public  suffering  from  the 
private  interest  of  individuals. 
Judge-  By  the  ship  Barwell  a  Mr.  Dore  arrived  here  with  the  appoint- 

^J2°**®      ment  of  Depy.  Judge-Advocate  to  the  colony,  and  said  to  be  a 
professional  gentleman  of  the  law.     I  considered  this  circumstance 
as  a  very  comfortable  acquisition  to  this  settlement,  and,  I  trusted, 
would  \)q  a  vast  relief  to  my  mind.     He  had  not  been  long  arrived 
when,  finding  I  was  without  a  secretary,  and  had  been  for  two 
years,  thro*  the  departure  of  Gapt.  David  Collins  from  the  colony, 
Secretary      he  solicited  that  appointment  from  me.     I  gave  it  him,*  together 
Governor,     "with  the  best  advice  relative  to  his  public  duty  here  in  the  double 
office  of  Judge- Advocate  and  secretary  to  the  Governor,  which  I, 
who  knew  the  general  business  of  the  colony,  as  well  as  the  dif- 
ferent interests  in  it,  cou'd  with  propriety  offer  him.     I,  however, 
had  very  soon  cause  to  observe  that  he  was  determined  to  be 
Professional  governed  by  his  own  views  and  interests  in  the  line  of  his  pro- 
innovations.  feggiQ^j^  and  to  follow,  or  rather  to  establish,  such  rules  as  best 
suited  those  objects,  although  not  known  in  this  settlement  before 
his  arrival,  and  which  I  thought  ill-accorded  with  his  situation 
here,  either  as  an  officer  on  public  service,  paid  by  the  Crown,  or 
the  confidential  situation  in  which  he  stood  with  me.    In  whatever 
way  his  ideas  might  have  been  directed  (for  he  appeared  to  have 
been  counseVd  since  his  arrival),  he  did  not  seem  to  me  to  be  so 
much  upon  his  guard  as  his  situation  required  he  should  have  been. 
The  consequence  was  that  some  circumstances  took  place  in  his 
Dispute        office  which  I  found  it  my  duty  to  take  notice  of.     This  brought 
alnter  and  ^^^^^  ^^  exchange  of  those  papers  which  I  send  inclosed  for  your 
Dore.  Grace's  information,  as  they  will  better  serve  to  explain,  and  will 

render  any  other  observations  from  me  more  than  they  contain 
the  less  necessary.     From  these  you  will  see,  my  Lord,  that  I  have 
had  great  cause  for  being  displeased  with  Mr.  Dore*s  manner  of 
doing  his  duty,  and  for  withdrawing  that  confidence  I  was  disposed 
to  have  placed  him. 
Antagonism       '^^  ^'^^7  persons  whom  he  has  chosen  to  consider  as  his  best 
of  parties,     friends  are  the  most  loud  in  other  places^  in  proclaiming  his  conduct 
improper,  for  /iere,  my  Lord,  permit  me  to  observe,  Candour  is 
not  to  be  found,  and  Truth  has  long  since  taken  his  flight  from 
this  colony  ;  but  he  is  prevailed  on  to  believe  that  all  but  myself 
approve  his  innovations  upon  the  former  mode  of  fulfilling  the 
dutys  of  his  office,  and  do  not  condemn  the  oppressive  expences 
Dore  and      he  has  thought  proper  to  levy  upon  all  who  have  occasion  to  resort 
Court  ^*       to  his  office  for  justice.     Twice,  my  Lord,  has  our  Court  of  Civil 
Jurisdiction  been  set  aside  by  his  perverseness  and   improper 

*  See  Oovemment  and  General  Order,  ante,  p.  407.    Bee  also  ante,  p.  S90. 
t  The  italics  in  this  letter  and  its  enclosures  arc  Hunter's. 
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innovations,  which  the  other  members,  as  responsible  men,  cou'd       17W 
not  approve  or  admit,  and  in  a  manner,  too,  which  carried  with  it  a     21  Feb. 
mark'd  contempt,  not  only  of  the  Court  itself  then  assembled,  but 
of  the  authority  by  which  it  had  been  convened.     It  could  not 
have  been  suffered  to  pass  unnotic'd  in  any  Court  in  England. 
Upon  the  second  setting  aside  of  this  Court  without  doing  any 
business,  I  judged  it  necessary  to  assemble  the  principal  officers  Hunter 
of  the  colony — civil,  military,  and  naval.     I  informed  them  of  the  ^ceraf 
diliicultys  planted  in  the  way  of  our  Civil  Court  by  this  gentle- 
man (No.  11).*     I  proposed  a  few  questions  for  their  consideration 
(No.   12).t     Mr.   Dore  has  claimed  apparently  a  right  and  an 
authority  to  change  the  very  sense  and  design  of  that  charter  by 
which  we  have  hitherto  been  govem'd  in  all  our  judicial  proceed- 
ings.    He  quibbles  upon  the  Patent  not  having  interdicted  or  ©ore's  con- 
forbidden  what  he  wishes,  from  private  views,  to  introduce.     He  t^ntiou. 
persists  in  being  in  possession  of  such  discretional  powers  as  no 
other  man  serving  that  office  in  this  country  ever  had ;  but  I  know 
not  what  they  are,  nor  can  he  produce  them. 

Many  of  the  officers  informed  me  that  the  people  wei-e  loud  in  The  cost  of 
their  complaints  of  the  heavy  expences  attending  every  unavoid-  "**fif******^- 
able  application  to  his  office,  and,  untill  Mr.  Dore^s  arrival,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  colony  received  justice  in  all  their  concerns 
without  expence.      Cou'd  vexatious  and  frivolous  prosecutions 
have  been  subjected  to  some  small  expence,  by  way  of  rendering 
them  less  frequent,  I  conceive  it  wou'd  be  attended  with  advan- 
tage, and  in  that  I  wou'd,  as  far  as  I  may  be  authorised,  have  given 
my  sanction;  but  the  fees  said  to  be  demanded  in  the  Judge-  judge- 
Advocate's  office  are  out  of  all  reason.     His  demands  include  f^^^^'* 
stamps  and  all  the  revenues  derived  from  them  for  the  use  of  the 
State.     He  has  even  suffijred  arrests  for  debt  to  be  issued  against 
the  public  labouring  servants  of  the  Crown,  who  are  not  supposed 
to  have  any  property  of  their  own,  and  they  have  continued  im- 
prisoned untill  the  loss  of  their  labour  brought  it  to  my  know- 
ledge, and  I  issued  orders  |  forbidding  any  to  credit  them,  as  crediting 
their  labour  wou'd  not  be  dispens'd  with  for  the  accommodation  <^"^ct». 
of  any  private  dealing  whatever,      'iet  such  arrests  have  been 
repeated,  no  doubt  because  a  fee  attended  them.     All  such  ex- 
pences are  felt  in  this  colony,  the  more  sensibly  from  none  having 
been  before  Mr.  Dore's  arrival  demanded ;  but  if  such  fees  are 
meant  to  be  sanctioned  by  Government,  I  have  only  to  wish 
information  upon  the  subject.     That  I  may  not  be  suppos'd  to 
approve  any  measure  which  may  be  considered  oppressive  upon 
the  people  (paper  No.  2),§  I  send  to  shew  your  Grace  how  highly 
improper  his  demands  are.     In  this  paper  it  will  appear  that  ho 

•  Port,  p.  671 .  t  Poat,  p.  678. 

t  See  Oovemment  and  General  Order,  4th  October,  1798,  ante,  p.  405. 

f  Poat,  p.  654. 
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Licensing 
fees. 


The  growth 
of  abuses. 


A  system  of 
monopoly. 

The 

victimised 

tarmer. 


Doreand 
tho  traders. 


Hunter's 
••  perplexing 
situation.*' 


expected,  as  a  professional  man,  he  shou'd  be  able,  by  quoting  a  few 
Acts  of  Parliament,  to  bewilder  my  judgement,  as  well  as  that  <^ 
any  other  who  might  know  of  his  demands.  The  sums  rais'd  by 
the  granting  licenses  to  victuallers  was  designed  by  me  to  be 
applied  to  the  erection  of  an  orphan-school.  Out  of  the  smaU  smn 
collected  this  year  your  Grace  will  discover  by  this  paper  what  fees 
of  office  Mr.  Dore  has  demanded,  and  meant  to  keep  baek — one- 
third  of  the  whole  sum.  This  paper  is  his  own  statement  to  me 
when  I  desir'd  to  know  the  amount  of  the  sum  collected,  and  my 
observations  upon  his  demands  appear  in  paper  No.  \.* 

You  will  see,  my  Lord,  by  the  accumulating  difficultys  which 
are  continually  growing  up  from  some  unfortunate  cause  or  other, 
and  obstructing  every  endeavour  and  exertion  I  use  for  the  welfare 
of  this  distant  colony — you  wiU  see,  from  the  views,  object's,  and 
interests  of  individuals  (whose  duty  it  is  to  co-operate  with  the 
commander-in-chief  in  forwarding  every  pubHc  measure)  being 
continually  in  opposition  to  the  public  interest,  and  the  generality 
being  absorpt  in  private  dealings  of  some  kind  or  other,  and 
from  whose  monopolys  a  multitude  of  conceal'd  petty  dealers  are 
supplied,  who  carefully  watch  the  time  in  which  the  poor  and 
thoughtless  farmer  reaps  the  fruit  of  his  annual  labour ;  being 
without  an  opportunity  of  laying  out  his  little  earnings  to  ad- 
vantage, they  pour  in  upon  him  a  torrent  of  useless  and  often 
destructive  articles,  and  they  receiv'd  his  crop ;  thro'  this  means  he 
is  frequently  left  without  bread  for  his  family — ^ultimately  ruin'd, 
and  his  person  imprisoned  at  the  suit  of  those  petty  dealers. 
This  class  of  people  we  find  have  subscribed  an  artfully  drawn  up 
paper,!  approving  of  Mr.  Dore's  manner  of  arrests,  because  con- 
venient to  the  ruinous  trade  they  carry  on  with  the  farmer,  and 
not  less  so  to  the  new  revenues  of  the  Judge- Advocate's  office,  but 
certainly  complete  bankruptcy  to  that  description  of  people  who 
ought  to  be  the  support  of  the  colony.  This  circumstance  of  itself, 
my  Lord,  is  so  timely  insignificant  as  a  defence  of  that  conduct 
which  the  other  members  of  the  Civil  Court  have  opposed  that  it 
cannot  appear  favourable  to  Mr.  Dore.  The  highly  improper 
manner  in  which  signatures  from  men,  two-thirds  of  whom  can 
neither  read  nor  write,  have  been  collected  does  no  credit  to 
the  office ;  were  the  management  of  it  strictly  proper,  it  wou'd 
stand  secure  upon  that  propriety,  without  the  mean  aid  of  such 
signatures. 

You  will  discover,  my  Lord,  from  all  these  circumstances  what  a 
perplexing  situation  that  must  be  where  it  becomes  the  duty  of  an 
individual  to  oppose  the  private  interests  of  the  chief  inhabitants 
of  the  colony,  and  of  some  of  its  principal  officers,  or  if  he  falls  in  [in] 
any  way  with  their  wishes  for  the  sake  of  his  own  quiet  and  peace 

•Post,  p.  652. 

t  This  "artfully  drawn  up  paper"  is  ralsstng. 
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of  mind,  and  which  if  he  does  must  be  in  opposition  to  the  public      1798 
interest  and  his  public  instructions.     He  must  then  expose  himself     si  peK 
to  the  King's  di^leasure  and  the  censure  of  his  Majesty's  minister. 
All  this,  my  Lord,  oou'd  be  done  away  completely  by  having  the  ^  remedy, 
colony  supplied  at  a  more  moderate  rate  from  home  with  such  of 
the  neoeesarys  of  life  as  are  not  produced  in  this  country,  and 
with  a  few  of  its  luxurys,    I  must  refer  to  my  letters,  Nos.  25  and 
30,^  in  which  I  took  the  liberty  of  proposing  a  measure. 

I  cannot  help  observing  in  this  place,  my  Lord,  that  the  prying  An  ill- 
eye  of  envy  and  ill-nature  will  never  be  at  a  loss  to  distinguish  in  f^^^ 
the  best  designs  or  most  commendable  actions  some  blemish  for 
censure,  some  conspicuous  fault,  on  which  they  may  glut  the  desire 
of  a  malevolent  disposition ;  those  who  are  not  inclined  to  afford 
their  aid  in  forwarding  any  public  measure  will  ever  be  most 
ready  to  discover  some  cause  or  object  for  illiberal  remarks.     Such 
characters  will  never  be  in  want  of  opportunitys  for  depreciating 
what  they  are  unwilling  to  assist,  and  such  persons  are  to  be  found 
in  this  settlement.     Were  the  whole  of  the  officers  in  this  country  officers  u 
strictly  charg'd  with  their  respective  dutys,  and  forbidden  any  t»d«"- 
private  concern  whatever,!  except  agriculture  and  the  rearing  of 
Hve  stock,  they  might  do  well,  become  a  great  benefit  to  this 
territory,  and  be  amply  rewarded  for  their  attention.     A  mer(diant 
shou'd  have  nothing  to  command  or  employ  his  attention  but  his 
merchandize;  an  officer  ought  not,  therefore,  to  become  a  merchant, 
because  the  duty  of  either  the  one  or  the  other  will  suffer. 

The  seeds  of  that  kind  of  traffic  which  I  have  ever  consider'd  Hunter's 
injurious  to  the  success  of  the  laboring  farmer,  whose  prosperity  riSSwon. 
is  surely  on  object  of  the  first  importance  to  this  colony,  together 
with  many  other  improper  customs  which  had  been  planted  here 
some  years  ago,  have  render'd  my  situation  truely  irksome.    Many 
are  the  indirect  attempts  which  have  been  made,  in  consequence 
of  my  objection  to  those  trading  schemes  and  interests,  to  throw 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  those  objects  which  have  been  my  chief  Difficulties 
care  for  the  advancement  of  the  public  interests  here ;  and  no  iJ  mb  w»y. 
doubt  with  a  view  to  the  heaping  one  vexation  upon   another 
untill  the  weight  shou'd  be  felt  too  heavy  for  me  singly  to  bear. 
By  such  means  it  was  probably  hop'd  I  might  have  been  enduc^d 
to  have  deserted  that  post  on  which  his  Majesty  had  been  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  plant  me,  and  to  throw  the  concerns  of  the 
colony  into  any  other  hands,  who  might  have   less  oppos'd  the 
views  of  the  self-interested  part  of  the  settlement.     In  the  new  dis- 
Jndge- Advocate  I  did  expect  to  have  had  the  aid  and  confidence  JJ^^ 
of  one  officer  of  weight,  ability,  and  activity ;  but  I  soon  saw  the 

Unte,  pp.  219,  344. 

t  Hunter  here  reiterates  the  complaint  contained  in  his  letters  to  Under  Secretary  King 
yod  the  Duke  of  Portland.— Ante,  pp.  109.  212,  224,  225,  346,  387.  The  Dulte  of  Portland 
^j«>  p.  400)  evklently  regarded  it  as  within  Banter's  power  to  pat  a  stop  to  this  practice 
oftheoffioen. 
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steps  which  were  pursued  immediatly  upon  his  arrival  to  lead  him 
from  that  direct  line  which  his  official  situation,  had  he  properly 
understood  it,  had  mark'd  out  for  him.  He  was  not  proof  against 
them  ;  he  was  weak  and  irresolute. 

Perseverance  on  public  service,  my  Lord,  is,  I  trust,  one  part  of 
my  character,  and  I  have  never  been  known,  in  a  long  constant 
and  faithful  service,  to  shrink  from  difficulty.  All  I  have  to 
hope  is  that  I  may  receive  that  support  in  the  execution  of  m? 
duty  and  the  exercise  of  that  portion  of  judgement  which  has 
fallen  to  my  lot  so  essential  to  the  situation  I  fill,  and  which  mj 
general  conduct  may  intitle  to.  My  other  correspondence  has 
already  shewn  some  part  of  what  I  have  had  to  contend  with,  and 
I  trust  when  your  Grace  may  have  time  due  notice  will  be  taken 
of  all  my  representations.  Untill  that  period  I  will  continue  to 
persevere  and  hold  every  artful  attempt  to  cast  difficulty  before  me 
by  indirect  means  in  the  contempt  it  may  merit. 

Would  to  God,  my  Lord,  it  were  thought  an  object  worth  the 
attention  of  Government  to  have  this  settlement  examin'd  and 
its  concerns  thoroughly  investigated,  from  its  first  establishment 
or  since  my  last  arrival  in  it,  and  compared  with  its  present 
state,  as  well  as  that  in  which  it  fell  into  my  hands,  and  also  to 
consider  the  means  and  assistance  which  have  been  afiforded  me 
since  my  arrival  for  carrying  on  the  various  works  and  improve- 
ments which  have  since  been  executed.  On  such  an  examination 
by  impartial  judgement  I  wou'd  most  willingly  rest  my  future, 
nay,  my  eternal  existence.  Pardon  me,  my  Lord,  if  I  appear  too 
earnest.*  I  have,  <fec., 

Jno.  Hukteb. 
[Enclosure  No.  1.] 
Governor  Hunter  to  Judge-Advocate  Dore. 

Sydney,  5th  December,  1798. 
A  VARIETY  of  verbal  complaints  and  much  murmuring  having 
reach'd  the  Governor's  ear  upon  the  subject  of  certain  fees  and 
demands  made  from  the  office  of  the  Judge- Advocate,  tbe 
Governor  has  considered  it  highly  necessary  that  Mr.  Dore  shouVi 
receive  the  earlyst  information  upon  a  matter  which  so  materiallj 
concerns  his  official  situation,  and  the  more  particularly  so  as  no 
such  demands  have  ever  been  made  from  that  office  heretofore 

The  Governor  has  particularly  examin'd  the  paper  laid  before 
him  by  Mr.  Dore  upon  the  subject  of  establishing  certain  small 
expences  upon  all  vexatious  prosecutions,  and  in  which  Mr. 
Balmain  appears  to  have  agreed  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Dore.  The 
GoVr,  in  his  answer  to  Mr.  Dore's  letter  inclosing  the  above 
paper,  agreed  in   thinking  that  some  steps  were  necessary  for 

*  The  difficulties  and  obstructions  encountered  by  Hunter  in  the  performance  of  his  dut  r 
are  mentioned  in  his  letters  at  pp.  41, 167  et  teq.,  17S,  209,  215,  SS2,  847, 503,  ^te. 
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checking  the  increasing  numbers  of  frivolous  prosecutions,  and      1709 
observed  also  that  such  were  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  Collins,  the     21  Feb. 
late  Judge- Advocate,  that  by  attaching  some  small  expences  to 
such  frequent  and  trifling  litigation  we  shou'd  doubtless  prevent 
its  occupying  so  great  a  portion  of  our  time.    Mr.  Collins,  bowevcr, 
as  well  as  the  Governor,  was  of  opinion  that  such  a  circumstance 
should  have  the  sanction  of  the  Government  at  home  before  it  Sanction  of 
cou'd  with  propriety  take  place  here,  and  when  approvM  there  a  nwwSu^!"* 
regular  table  of  fees  and  expences  wou'd  no  doubt  be  sent  from 
proper  authority. 

The  Governor  has  in  no  respect  changed  his  ideas  upon  that 
subject;  it  continues,  therefore,  to  be  his  opinion  that  such  a 
measure  should  receive  the  assent  of  his  Maj's  minister  before 
anything  of  that  nature  can  be  established  in  this  colony. 

After  the  murmurings  which  the  Governor  has  already  heard  ^"^^jj^t*^*^'' 
upon  this  subject  he  cou'd  wish  to  have  a  list*  of  the  expences  or  fees, 
fees  demanded  from  Mr.  Dore's  office,  and  this  he  is  desirous  of, 
to  prevent  his  being  liable  to  imposition  from  false  and  unjust 
representation,  a  practice  too  prevalent  in  this  colony.     He  must 
here  take  notice  that  the  fees  which  Mr.  Dore  has  considered  as 
due  upon  the  licenses  lately  granted  appear  to  him  to  amount  to 
an  immence  sum  (about  one-third  of  the  whole).     The  reference 
which  Mr.  Dore  makes  to  the  diflTerent  Acts  of  Parliament  which 
established  those  additional  sums  is  no  doubt  correct,  but    the 
sums  rais'd  upon  those  subsequent  Acts  were  designed  as  taxes  for 
the  use  of  the  State,  and  not  fees  for  that  of  an  individual ;  and 
as  no  stamps  exist  here,  or  taxes  of  any  kind  are  yet  intended  by  §J^j^„^ 
the  Gov't  of  the  mother  country  to  be  levy'd  in  this  settlement,  taxes, 
it  will  appear  that  Mr.  Dore  may  have  misconceived  this  business, 
for  if  the  GovV  is  right  in  his  judgement  of  it,  two  shillings 
and  sixpence  only  can  be  demanded  by  those  who  make  out  the 
licences,  and  that  is  by  way  of  recompensing  the  clerk  who  has 
the  trouble.     The  rest  of  the  sum  is  the  property  of  the  Crown, 
and  is  to  be  applied  to  some  public  purpose. 

If  Mr.  Dore  has  any  representation  to  make  upon  the  subject,  ^« 
the  Governor  is  of  opinion  it  should  l>e  sent  home  and  laid  before  to  be 
the  Secretary  of  State,  whioh  he  will  with  pleasure  do  if  Mr.  «>Muited. 
Dore  shall  desire  it. 

In  the  meantime  it  wou'd  give  him  concern  should  any  petitions 
be  laid  before  him  in  consequence  of  the  present  demands  made 
from  Mr.  Dore's  office,  because  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  trans- 
mit them  also  in  order  to  the  Secretary  of  State  having  authentic 
documents  before  him,  upon  which  he  might  with  the  greater  ease 
be  enabled  to  form  his  judgement  upon  this  subject. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

*  There  ie  nothingr  in  the  Reoonis  to  indicate  whether  Dore  supplied  Hunter  with  this  list 
U  he  did,  it  was  not  sent  home  with  the  rest  of  the  papers  in  this  case. 
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1790  [EnoloBore  No.  2.]* 

apoh.  Judge- Advocate  Dore  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Victuallers'  jyjj^^  DoRE  presents  respectfull  compt's  Gov't  Hunter,  infonus 
his  Exc'y  that  there  ha^  been  issued  from  his  office  thirty-one 
victualers'  licences,  which  at  five  pounds  each  amount  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds,  and  after  deducting  the  fee  of  one 
pound  eleven  shilling  and  sixpence,  allowed  by  Act  of  Parlioraent 
for  granting  the  same,  according  to  the  extract  hereunder,  the 
ballance  in  Mr.  Dore's  hands  is  one  hundred  and  six  pounds  /our 
ahillhigs. 

Extract. 
And  there  shall  be  paid  for  every  piece  of  vellum  or  paxchment 
or  sheet  or  piece  of  paper  upon  which  shall  be  written  any  lioenoe 
for  selling  ale  or  other  excusable  liquors  by  retail — 
By  9  Queen  Anne,  chap.  23,  sec.  23. — One  ^dlUmg. 
By  29  Geo.  2d,  c.  12,  s.  I,— One  pound 

By  24  Geo.  3rd,  3d  Sept.,  2  p.  $0.—Ten  sJnUinga  and  mtepeMX. 
In  all,  £1  lis.  6d. 

[Endosara  Ko.  3.] 
Judge- Advocate  Dore  to  Governor  Hunter.! 

Sydney,  6th  December,  1798, 
T»We  of  fees  Mr.  Dore  is  Borry  to  find  that  Governor  Hunter  feels  any  cause 
to  Hunter,    of  remonstrance  against  the  regulations  adopted  in  the  Jud^ 
Advocate's  office  in  regard  to  fees,  and  particularly  as  they  were 
in  the  first  instance  submitted  to  his  Excel'cy's  approbation, 
and  received  the  fullest  sanction  in  the  Governor's  letter  of  the 
28th  July  last,  I  without  any  reservation  as  to  the  concurrence  c^ 
the  Government  at  home ;  and,  if  Mr.  Dore  may  judge  of  the 
effect  of  such  regulations  from  the  general  report  of  the  better 
part  of  people  in  this  colony,  who  seem  sensible  that  their  pro- 
perty has  been  in  a  great  degree  protected  and  secur'd  by  the 
Dore  defends  system  of  business  which  Mr.   Dore  laid  down  on  his  arrival 
iDtiodooed    here,  he  is  authoris'd  to  conclude  that  it  has  answer'd  many  desire- 
by  him.        able  purposes,  and  that  so  far  from  being  considered  in  the  most 
remote  degree  oppressive,  it  has  produced  many  saUutary  b^t^ts 
to  the  trading  part  of  the  inhabitants ;  nor  has  Mr.  Dore  heard 
of  any  one  instance  where  the  fees  have  been  murinur'd  at  or 
resisted. 

To  his  Excellency's  remark  that  no  such  demands  were  ever 
before  made  at  this  office,  Mr.  Dore  begs  to  observe  that  the  fee 

*  Although  this  statement  of  the  Judge- Advocate  was  placed  by  Hunter  after  endosnre 
No.  1,  it  is  evident  from  the  correspondence  that  it  was  earlier  in  date  than  Hunter^s  letter 
to  Dore  of  5th  December,  1798,  which  forms  enclosure  Na  1. 

t  TldB  letter  was  an  answer  to  Hunter's  letter  of  5th  December,  1708,  eudome  No.  L 

X  This  letter  hsa  not  been  preserved. 


A  parallel 
case. 


EMOLITMSNTB  OF  THE  JT7DG£-ADT0GA.TE.  §» 

of  three  pounds  ior  a  protest  (and  an  extra  charge  for  extending      1790 
the  same),  together  with  the  like  sum  for  every  letter  of  adminis-     21  Feb. 
tration,  probate  of  will,  &c.,  was  taken  by  Captain  David  Ck>llins, 
and   after  his  departure  by  Mr.  Richard  Atkins,   the  Acting 
Judge-Advocate ;  and  if  this  mode  of  doing  business  was  instituted 
^dthout  the  sanction  of  the  Gov't  at  home,  Mr.  Dore  naturally 
conceives  the  trifling  addition  he  has  made  in  other  cases  too 
inconsiderable  to  trouble  them  about,  although  he  has  no  sort  of 
objection  to  their  being  made  acquainted  with  every  minutise  of 
his  conduct  since  he  qpen'd  his  Commission  in  this  territory. ''^   Mr. 
Dore  has  directed  a  fee  of  ten  shillings  to  be  charged  for  every  charges  for 
process  issued  under  fifty  pounds  in  civil  actions.     The  affidavits  JSdSite, 
have  been  prepared  upon  a  plan  far  different  from  what  was  ever  and  writs. 
praetis'd  here  before,  and  strictly  conformable  to  the  mode  of  the 
Courts  of  England.     So  it  is  with  the  writs,  &c,,  <&c.,  for  all  which 
the  sum  of  ten  shillings  only  has  been  paid  in  cases  under  fifty 
pounds ;  from  that  sum  to  one  hundred  pounds,  fifteen  shillings ; 
and  above  one  hundred  pounds'  debt  the  fee  has  been  extended  to 
one  pound. 

The  Governor  already  understands  that,  for  the  more  speedy  a  Oourt 
recovery  of  small  debts,  a  Court,  or  weekly  Petty  Session,  is  held  giSoM. 
every  &iturday  for  the  determination  of  cases  of  this  description, 
and  that  upon  every  summons  issued  for  any  sum  under  five 
pounds  there  is  charg'd  one  shilling,  and  above  five  pounds  two 
shillings,  which  is  appropriated  to  the  benefit  of  the  Judge- 
Advocate's  clerk.  But  so  numerous  have  been  the  applications 
for  summonses  from  poor  people  that  nearly  as  many  summonses 
have  been  issued  gratis  as  have  been  paid  for,  and  on  no  occasion 
whatsoever  has  a  summons  been  refus'd  on  account  of  the  poverty 
of  the  party. 

Mr.  Dore  believes  only  one  protest  has  been  charg'd  for,  which  A  protested 
was  Capt.  Munn,  and  this  he  had  much  difficulty  in  getting  paid.  ®"^ 
The  sum  was  three  pounds.  The  residue  was  occasion'd  by  expenees 
in  summoning  witnesses  from  the  most  remote  part  of  the  colony 
to  attend  and  give  evidence  in  the  matter  of  the  horses,  about 
which  Wm.  Evans,  the  summoning  bailiff  at  Farramatta,  was 
engag'd  day  and  night  in  journeying  upwards  of  one  hund'd  and 
fifty  nules,  and  Mr.  Dore's  time  was  completely  occupied  for  several 
mornings  in  a  business  which  ultimately  turned  out  moonshine 
and  frivolous. 

Mr.  Dore  presumes  that  with  the  office  of  Judge- Advocate  to  The  Judge- 
this  territory  he  brought  with  him  a  discretionary  power  (subject  di«cr«- 
to  his  Excellency's  approbation)  to  institute  such  regulations  as  JJjJJ^ 

*  Jndre-AdTooftte  Dore's  ComnifMion  te  not  emoofntt  the  Records.     Doubtless  it  was 
umilar  to,  if  not  identical  with,  that  issued  to  Judge- Advocate  CoUios.— See  VoL  i,  part  2, 
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HiB 

wUlini 


Hours  of 
bosiness. 


he  might  conceive  necessary  in  his  department,  and  particolarij 
where  the  interest  of  the  colony  was  the  first  object  in  view;  and 
he  flatters  himself  the  Grovemment  at  home  was  perfectly  satisfied 
with  his  competency  to  exercise  such  discretion.  So  long,  there- 
fore, as  Mr.  Dore  has  the  honor  of  Governor  Hunter's  sanction 
and  assistance  he  shall  sedulously  continue  to  discharge  his  pro- 
fessional duty  with  the  same  attention,  alacrity,  and  <^earfa]- 
ness  he  has  hitherto  done ;  but,  deprived  of  that,  he  has  not  a 
toretlire.*"  wish  to  retain  his  situation,  nor  longer  to  surmount  the  increasing 
anxiety  and  fatigues  of  office,  unless  he  is  at  liberty  to  attach 
those  trifling  advantages  which  in  some  measure  compensate  for 
the  toils  of  it. 

Captain  Collins,  Mr.  Dore  understands,  limited  his  hours  of 
business  from  eleven  to  one  every  day,  and  Governor  Hunter 
knows  that  Mr.  Dore  has  unremittingly  given  his  time  to  the 
public  service  from  six  in  the  morning  to  a  late  hour  at  night, 
not  even  excepting  his  time  of  breakfasting  and  dining,  which 
has  been,  and  is,  daily  broken  in  upon  and  annoyed  by  trouble- 
some intruders  without  ceremony  or  distinction. 
P«>'««»jon8  Mr.  Dore,  in  reviewing  every  circumstance  of  his  conduct  since 
he  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of  Judge- Advocate  to  this  territory, 
feels  the  most  perfect  satisfaction,  so  far  as  a  consciousness  d 
rectitude  and  honor  can  afibrd  it,  nor  does  he  mean  to  depart 
from  a  system  which  has  the  approbation  of  his  own  mind,  and 
will  be  found  to  accord  with  the  principles  of  a  gentleman,  nor 
will  he  ever  shrink  from  the  most  rigid  scrutiny  into  those 
characteristics  which  distinguish  integrity  and  honor — on  which 
basis,  independent  of  party  or  prejudice,  having  strenuously  acted, 
te  will  consider  himself  answerable  for  his  official  duty  to  the 
high  interest  that  placed  him  in  it. 


Hunter 
replies. 


He  denies 
having 
sanctioned 
the  system 
of  feetf. 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  Judge-Advocate  Dore. 

7th  December,  1798. 
On  the  Governor's  return  last  night  from  Parramatta  he  receiv'd 
a  note  from  Mr.  Dore  in  reply  to  one  which  had  been  written  to 
him  in  the  morning.  Upon  this  note  the  Governor  has  to  obsene 
that  some  essential  parts  of  his  note  appears  to  have  been  over- 
looked, and  are  not  noticed  at  all  by  Mr.  Dore. 

The  circumstances,  however,  which  he  says  were  submitted  by 
him  to  the  Governor's  consideration,  were  widely  different  from 
those  which  had  given  rise  to  the  complaints  he  mentioned,  and 
which  certainly  never  had  his  sanction ;  and  he  must  farther 
add,  that  instead  of  their  having  the  approbation  of  the  better 


THE  judge-advocate's  PUNCTIONS.  557 

sort  of  people  in  this  colony,  it  has  been  thro'  some  of  those      1700 
very  people  that  the  Governor  has  receiv'd  information  of  the     nFebt 
grievances  oomplain'd  of,  and  who  have  also  concurr'd  in  dis- 
approving them. 

Mr.  Dore's  observation  relative  to  protests,  and  such  matters 
{IS  have  no  connection  with  any  part  of  the  Colonial  concerns, 
the  Governor  in  his  observations  has  no  allusion  to  them ;  they 
are  wholly  foreign  and  distinct  from  the  business  of  the  settle- 
ment. 

With  respect  to  the  writs  which  Mr.  Dore  has  mentioned,  the  iwndng 
Governor  conceives  that  the  issuing  of  them  is  not  the  business  "^"^^ 
of  any  individual  member  of  a  Court,  but  an  act  of  the  Court  wJieii 
assembled,  and  it  is,  he  presumes,  with  that  Court  to  determine  in 
this  country  whether  any  charges,  and  what,  attend  the  issuing 
them. 

The  Governor  is  at  no  loss  to  understand  for  what  purpose  the  The  Court 
Petty  Session,  or  weekly  meeting  of  two  or  more  magistrates,  was  glZf  ^'^ 
established ;  it  took  place  long  before  Mr.  Dore's  arrival  here.    The 
Governor  having  heretofore  in  this  country  officiated  as  a  constant 
member  of  those  meetings  in  the  character  of  a  civil  magistrate, 
he  is  therefore  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  that 
duty;  but  as  Mr.   Dore  says   that  upon  no  occasion  whatever 
has  any  summons  been  refus'd  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  the  Poverty 
party,  were  it  necessary  an  instance,  and  a  very  recent  one,  can  *  **^' 
be  produced  to  show  that  Mr.  Dore  is  not  correct.     If,  therefore, 
such  things  happen  without  Mr.  Dore's  knowledge  or  consent,  he 
shou'd  certainly  put  an  early  stop  to  them  least  they  be  considered 
as  sanctioned  by  him. 

Mr.  Munn's  protest,  like  all  other  matters  of  that  nature,  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  business  of  the  colony;  nor  has  the  Governor 
any  with  Mr.  Dore's  manner  of  settling  such  concerns. 

The  Governor  can  scarcely  comprehend  what  may  be  the  nature  Dore'e 
of  that  discretionary  power  which  Mr.  Dore  may  allude  to  when  ^e'  ^ 
he  says :  "  He  presumes  he  brought  such  power  here  with  him  "  reguiatloM, 
(subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  Governor  or  commanding  officer 
before  it  cou'd  be  exercised,  of  course).    If  he  means  merly  a  power 
to  institute  such  regulations  in  his  department  as  have  for  their 
sole  object  the  interest  of  the  colony,  and  the  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  its  inhabitants,  the  Governor  will  at  all  times  second  him  Hunter  wUl 
most  heartily  with  his  utmost  authority  in  establishing  any  regu-  Sone?*'*^ 
lation  calculated  to  produce  such  desireable  effects,  but  to  shut  his 
ear  to  the  complaints  of  such  persons  as  may  apply  to  him  when 
they  conceive  themselves  aggreived,  or  to  set  them  aside  out  of 
delicacy  to  the  person  from  whose  office  those  grievances  may 
spring,  wou'd  ill  accord  with  his  desire  of  rendering  to  everyone 
that  justice  to  which  he  is  intitled. 
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1799  Capt.  Collins's  mode  of  doing  the  bcunness  of  Judge-Advocate 

21  Feb.     ^^  ^his  colony  has  no  concern  whatever  with  that  npoB  vhich  the 

Governor  wrote  a  note  to  Mr.  Dore,  and  which  was  intended  for 

his  information  on  matters  with  which  it  was  possible  he  might 

not  have  been  acquainted. 

Anezpiana-       The  latter  part  of  Mr.  Dore's  observatiMia  are  of  a  nature 

0°  ^^    •  ^hiejb  appear  to  require  a  more  particular  exi^asalion,  and  tbe 

Governor  will  take  an  opportunity  of  calling  wpaa  Mr.  Dore  for 

that  explanation. 


Meotinfrof 
the  Civil 
Court 


Donbtfal 
legalitv  of 
the  writ. 


The  Court 
breaks  up. 


Effect  of  the 
dispute  on 
minds  of  the 
people. 


[Enclosure  No.  5.] 

Messbs.  Atkins  and  Williamson  to  Goternob  HrrNTEB. 
In  obedience  to  your  Excellency's  precept  for  holding  a  Conrt 

of  Civil  Judicature,  bearing  date  the day  of  December,  1798,* 

directed  to  the  Judge- Advocate,  Richard  Atkins  and  James  Wil- 
liamson, Esqrs.,  we  met  on  the  20th  of  December,  at  the  Court- 
house at  Sydney,  for  the  dispatch  of  business,  and  a  writ  of 
arrest,  bearing  date  the  10th  of  December,  was  submitted  to  the 
said  Court  for  their  decision  ;  but  some  doubts  having  ma&a.  in 
the  minds  of  the  said  Richard  Atkins  and  James  Williamson  as 
to  the  legality  of  the  writ,  it  having  been  issued  by  the  Judge- 
Advocate  without  the  sanction  of  a  Court  of  Civil  Judicature, 
which  by  the  charter  of  the  colony  they  conceived  to  be  abso- 
lutely necessary,  and  wishing  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  Judge- 
Advocate  thereon,  in  hopes  that  he  might  remove  those  doubts 
we  ordered  the  Court  to  be  cleared,  when,  to  our  very  great 
surprize,  instead  of  answering  our  question,  he  informed  us,  in. 
the  most  rude  and  unqualified  manner,  that  he  had  an  authority 
for  issuing  writs  independent  of  the  Court,  which  he  would  com- 
municate to  no  other  person  than  your  Excellency  ;  that  he  knew 
his  own  powers,  and  that  he  would  stand  or  fall  by  them ;  bat 
that,  as  we  doubted  that  authority  and  those  powers,  he  had  no 
business  there,  and  abruptly  rose  from  his  seat,  took  his  hat  and 
cane,  and  wished  us  a  good  morning.  On  being  asked  by  one 
of  the  membera  if  the  Court  was  adjourned,  he  replied,  as  he 
was  going  towards  the  door  of  the  Court-house,  that  he  had  »» 
business  with  it ;  in  consequence  of  which  the  Court  broke  up  with- 
out any  business  being  done  or  regular  adjournment  taken  place,! 

Such  a  conduct  of  the  Judge- Advocate  we  conceive  highly  repre- 
hensible, disgraceful  to  himself,  injurious  to  your  Excellency's 
authority,  and  insulting  to  ourselves. 

Can  it  be  supposed  that  any  dignity  or  consequence  can  be 
attached  to  a  Court  whose  presiding  officer  shall,  in  the  irrita- 
bility of  his  temper,  leave  it  in  the  manner  we  have  stated  to 

*  This  precept  is  not  available. 

t  By  an  Order— 8th  Januar}',  1799— the  meeting-  of  the  Court  was  fixed  far  that  **e,  osi 
a  further  adjournment  was  necessary  owing  to  the  iU-health  of  the  Judge-Advocate.— Aau. 
p.  528. 
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your  Excellency  7  Is  not  tiie  dignity  of  jiistice  rendered  ineffectnal      17M 
by  sttcli  conduct,  and  is  it  not  degraded  by  such  behaviour  1     As     a  PeK 
members  of  the  Court  we  feel  ourselves  highly  interrested^  and  we 
wish  that  your  Excellency  and  the  public  might  know  that  if  any 
inconvenience  has  arisen  by  delay,  the  Judge- Advocate,  not  us,  is 
responsible  for  it. 

We  think  it  our  duty  respectfully  to  submit  this  plain  siate- 
ment  of  facts  to  your  Excellency,  humbly  hoping  that  your 
Excellency  will  be  of  opinion  that  the  proceedings  of  the  said 
Court  have  not  been  impeded  by  any  act  of  ours,  and  that  our 
eonduct  has  not  merited  your  displeasure. 

We  have,  Ac, 

KicHD.  Atkins, 
James  Williamson,* 

Members  of  a  Civil  Court 

[Encloeare  No.  6.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  Judge- Advocate  Dore. 

On  bis  Majesty's  Service. 

Sir,  Sydney,  22nd  December,  1798. 

Having  issued  a  precept  under  my  hand  and  seal  for  Hunter 
convening  a  Court  of  Civil  Judicature,  and  by  the  Public  Order  S!J^*Jo*doi« 
of  the  7th  instantf  it  was  directed  to  assemble  on  the  20th,  I  was 
much  astonish'd  that  day  on  receiving  a  letter  addressed  upon 
sendee  from  the  two  gentlemen  who  with  you  were  to  have  com- 
pos'd  that  Court,  stating  that  certain  circumstances  had  been 
introduc'd,  which  had  appeared  to  them  to  be  informal,  and  that 
they  had  desir'd  the  Court  might  be  cleared  in  order  to  your 
having  an  opportunity  of  removing  the  doubts  which  press'd 
upon  their  minds ;  and  that  you  might  satisfy  them  they  were 
acting  as  members  of  that  Court  strictly  conformable  to  the 
instruction  contained  in  the  Patent ;  that  upon  desiring  from  you 
this  necessary  information  you  had  risen  suddenly  from  your 
chair  and  abruptly  quitted  the  Court,  which  had  already  been 
sworne  in,  saying  at  same  time  that  you  knew  your  own  authority, 
and  woul'd  not  satisfy  any  person  except  the  Governor. 

This,  sir,  is  a  circumstance  so  wholly  new  in  this  colony,  and  Dore'e 
the  refusing  to  do  the  duty  to  which  you  have  been  by  his  2[|^* 
Majesty  appointed,  except  it  be  upon  such  terms  as  you  may  be  oflfence. 

*  James  WUHamaon  came  out  with  Governor  Hunter  as  his  secretary  (Vol.  ii,  p.  219),  but 
ahortly  i^ter  the  arrival  of  the  Reliaoce  Hunter  appointed  him  Actintr  Commlssair  during 
the  abeence  of  Palmer.  Williamson  was  asROciated  with  Basd,  in  September,  1797.  in  the  ex- 
irfontion  of  the  country  between  Mount  Taurus  and  the  coast-Hne. — See  Hunter's  map, 
aote,  p.  347 ;  Collins,  vol.  ii,  p.  50. 

t  The  Public  Orders  oonveninR  Courts,  both  civil  and  criminal,  are  omitted  from  these 
psKea,  with  the  exception  of  that  op  p.  18,  ante,  the  reason  being  that  they  are,  in  each  case, 
drawn  up  in  identical  terms. 
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clear  for 
aixument. 


1799      disposed  to  establish  at  your  own  pleasure,  is  altogether  so  very 

21  Feb.     extraordinary  that  I  find  it  necessary  to  desire  you  will  acquaint 

me  in  writing  whether  you  are  determined  to  resist  the  order 

contain'd  in  the  precept,  and  to  set  aside  the  Courts  which  I  have 

directed  may  be  assembled  ? 

I  can  only  desire  to  be  informed  of  your  intention  that  such 
Tiie  case  too  steps  as  the  public  service  may  require  may  be  taken.  The  case 
is  in  itself  so  perfectly  clear  that  any  argument  upon  the  subject 
will  be  unnecessary.  No  man  can  deny  the  right  of  the  other 
members  to  apply  to  you  for  information  in  everything  which  is 
connected  with  forms  of  law,  and  with  which  they  might  not  be 
sufficiently  acquainted,  nor  can  any  person  construe  your  unguarded 
manner  upon  this  occasion  into  anything  short  of  an  insult,  which 
as  swome  members  of  that  Court  is  of  a  nature  which  you  must  as 
a  professional  man  be  well  acquainted  with  the  magnitude  of ;  I 
have  therefore  been  the  more  astonished.  I  am,  <fec., 

Jno.  Hutttee. 

This  letter  on  public  service  was  enclosed  in  the  following 
private  note  : — 

Note. — The  Governor  is  sorry  to  have  had  occasion  to  write 
officially  to  Mr.  Dore  of  the  subject  of  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Civil  Court.  He  trusts  that  Mr.  Dore  will  see  the  propriety 
and  necessity  of  coming  to  some  decision  with  himself  upon  this 
subject  before  the  Court  may  assemble  again.* 


A  private 
note  by 
Hunter. 


[Enclosure  No.  7.] 

Mr.    DoRE*3  QUERY3  SCTBMrrrED  TO  THE  GOVERNOR'S   PERUSAL. 


Observations  hi/  Governor  Htmtfr. 

As  they  ever  have  been  in  this 
colony,  by  the  Court  assembling  for 
that  very  purpose,  and  after  having 
issued  the  writs,  to  appoint  a  day  ior 
their  return,  and  adjourn  until  that 
time. 

Altho'  it  has  not  interdicted,  it 
certainly  has  not  authorised,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  words  usM  by  Mr.  D.— 
•'gives  power  to  the  Court"  The 
word  writ  appears  to  signify  the 
King's  precept  in  writing  under 
some  seal,  and  issuing  out  of  flome 
Court,  which  clearly  implys  that  it 
cannot  issue  with  propriety  any  other 
way  than  from  the  Court  in  this 
colony. 

•  Dore  did  not  forward  any  formal  letter  in  reply  to  thia.  Apparently  be  submitted  cer- 
tain queries,  which  were  sent  bome  a» enclosure  Ko.  7,  with  Hunter*8  answers  opposite.  Its 
evident,  however,  from  the  concluding  remarks  of  Hunter  in  endosore  Ma  7  that  ue 
whole  of  Dore's  statements  have  not  been  preser\'ed. 


The  process       How  are  the  processes  to  issue  to 
in  civil  cases,  be  heard  in  such  Court  unless  pre- 
viously taken  out  for  that  purpose  ? 


2nd. 
Power  of  the  The  Patent  gives  power  to  tlie 
Court  to  Court  to  issue  war'ts,  &c.,  but  does 
issue  war-  not  interdict  the  issuing  of  writs 
rants,  &c.  previous  to  such  Court,  nor  in  any 
manner  limit  the  Judge-Advocate's 
power  in  such  instances  ? 
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3rd, 
It  may  reuonably  be  denmaded, 
what  mjnry  or  diMdvantage  can 
pouibly  arise  to  the  comonity  from 
this  mode  of  arreating  in  the  in- 
termediate vacations  between  Court 
snd  Conrt  ? 


This  qnestion  carrys  the  appear- 
ence  of  some  donbt  in  Mr.  D.  how 


1799 


21F«b. 

far  the  mode  adopted  by  him  is  jus-  ThequMtion 
tified  by  any  authority  which  has  m  it  affected 
yet  reached  this  distant  colony ;  but  individuals, 
the  answer  is  plain.     It  is  j^lacing 
the  libertys  of  the  people  m  the 
hands  of  an  individual  instead  of 
that  of  a  public  Court  established 
from  authority.     If  we  will  allow 
ourselves  to  be  governed  by  such  in- 
structions as  we  have  been  provided 
with,  no  man  can  have  cause  of  com- 
plaint;  but  innovations  which  the 
people  know  the  law  does  not  admit 
will  ever  create  discontent,  particu. 
larly  such  as  effect  their  liberty. 

Gov't  oon'd  not  suppose  that  any  The  method 
interdiction  would  be  considered  re-  ^  arresL 
quisite.  This  is  altogether  a  negative 
way  of  reasoning,  for  Government 
has,  in  as  plain  and  peremptory  a  way 
as  cou'd  be  necessary,  pointed  out 
the  mode  of  arrests  in  this  country, 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  those  to  whom 
such  concerns  are  intrusted  to  take 
the  instructions  they  have  been  fur- 
nished with  for  their  guide. 

Admitted  that  it  is  an  instrument  Letters 
of  instruction,  then  why  is  it  not  Patent  con- 
considered  a  sufficient  guide  ?    The  q^^  ^^^ 
instruction  it  contains  and  the  autho- 
rity from  whence  it  is  issued  is  surely 
sufficient  for  all  our  purposes.     No 
authority  in  this  country  can  be  ad- 
mitted as  having  nower  to  alter  the 
uniform  course  of  law  and  justice. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  what  Mr.  Dore  may  mean  when  he  says  that 
he  has  full  powers  of  discretion  to  act  up  to  the  full  intent,  extent,  and 
meaning  of  the  tenor  of  the  authority  which  he  feels  vested  in  him  by  virtue 
of  his  present  appomtment. 

It  is  admitted  that  he  possesses  full  power  by  virtue  of  his  Comission  to  Powera  of 
officiate  in  all  the  dnl^  of  the  Judge- Advocate  to  this  colony,  and  of  a  the  Jac^- 
Jostice  of  the  Peace,  but  cannot  agree  that  he  has  authority  to  alter  the  Advocate, 
tenor  and  meaning  of  the  Patent  for  establishing  the  Courts  of  law  in  this 
colony.    And  it  is  insisted  that  the  other  members  of  the  Court  have  a  right 
to  desire  information  from  the  Judge- Advocate  relative  to  any  doubts  they 
may  have  in  a  matter  or  form  of  law,  particularly  when  they  observe  any 
change  or  deviation  from  that  Patent  which  they  have  hitherto  considered 
tt  their  guide. 

^The  Letters  Patent  oonstitntbw  the  avfl  and  Criminal  CourU  win  be  found  in  VoL  i, 
putS^atpLTO.  The  only  AetieienMd  to  in  the  Letten  Patent  is  thai  appointing  New  Sooth 
wales  as  the  place  to  wMch  falons  dwnld  be  tnuuported  (24  George  III,  o.  S6). 

VOL.  Ill — 2H 


jfth. 
What  the  English  Gov't  cou'd  not 
foresee  as  aa  evil  they  found  no  sort 
of  inclination  to  guard  against.  Had 
they  intended  for  any  particular  pur- 
poses whatever  tliat  arrests  in  this 
way  should  have  been  prohibited, 
they  would  have  made  their  inter- 
diction peremptory  and  plain. 


5tk. 
The  Patent  relates  to  no  Act  of 
Parliament — ^is   merely   an    instru- 
ment of  instruction.* 
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1790  No  other  reply  can  be  made  to  Mr.  Dore*8  last  observation  than  by  noticing 

that  the  insinaation  it  contains  is  truly  illiberal,  whomever  it  may  allade 

^^  '  ®^'      to.    It  is  also  known  to  be  contrary  to  fact,  for  many  gentlemen  have  solicited 

to  be  excused  from  the  datys  of  the  Civil  Conrt,  but  never  has  one,  diroctlj 

or  indirectly,  requested  to  be  so  employed. 

If  ever  Mr.  Smyth  issued  a  writ  in  this  country  from  any  other  authority 
than  that  of  the  Court,  it  is  well  known  it  could  only  have  been  one,  for 
the  mistake  was  seen  and  corrected,  as  no  other  was  ever  issued  in  that 
way  after.* 

[Enclosure  No.  8.] 
Messrs.  Kent  and  Atkins  to  Judge-Advocatb  Dobe. 
Sir,  11th  January,  1799. 

Au  explana-  The  very  improper  advantage  that  has  been  taken  of  oar 

tion.  signing  the  minutes  of  the  last  Court  of  Civil  Judicature,  by  your 

asserting  that  you  conceived  it  an  authority  from  us  to  issue  writs, 
makes  it  become  necessary  to  acquaint  you  what  our  ideas  wen? 
when  we  signed  them.f     Our  reasons  for  authorising  you  to  issue 
The  Judflre^   writs  under  our  sanction  were  founded  under  the  idea  of  pablic 
authwitj  to  utility,  but  we  were  fully  sensible  that  any  act  of  ours  as  members 
issue  wnts    of  the  said  Court  couVl  extend  no  farther  than  during  the  several 
adjournments,  and  when  it  was   desolv*d   the  authority  ceas'd. 
This  we  conceive,  sir,  you  must  be  sensible  of  yourself    You 
must  likewise  be  aware  that  no  act  of  ours  (the  very  idea  would 
be  presumption)  could  do  away  the  charter  of  the  colony, J  which 
you  must  admit  is  our  guide  in  all  judicial  proceedings,  and  no 
power  but  the  legislature  of  Great  Britain  can  alter  the  intention 
and  spirit  of  it.     It  is  unnecessary  for  us,  sir,  to  say  much  more 
on  a  subject  so  obvious  to  the  meanest  understanding ;  we  have, 
not  therefore,  only  to  request  it  may  be  fully  understood  that  any 

permaiien .  j^^thority  (if  it  has  given  any  legal  one)  our  names  may  have 
given  you  to  issue  writs,  or  to  do  any  other  act,  was  merriy 
temporary,  and  cou'd  not  possibly  exist  longer  than  his  Exc'y  the 
Governor's  precept  for  convening  that  Court  remained  in  force- 
any  thing  further  being  contrary  to  our  intention.  "We  do  in  the 
most  positive  and  express  terms  protest  against  any  act  done  or  to 
be  done  in  consequence  of  our  signatures  since  the  last  Court  was 
desolv'cl  We  are,  &a, 

William  Kent, 
Richard  Atkins. 
Members  of  the  Civil  Court. 

*  These  four  concluding  paragraphs  erldcntly  refer  to  a  letter  from  Oore  to  llnnter  »bii* 
has  not  been  preserved. 

t  See  the  order  of  Court  of  14th  August,  1798,  quoted  by  Dore  in  his  letter  of  14th  Janoirr. 
1799,  which  forms,  with  Hunter's  commenta,  enclosure  No.  9. —Poet,  p.  564. 

X  By  the  expression  "Charter  of  the  Colony,*'  Atkins  and  Kent  doubtless  referred  to  (be 
Letters  Patent  constituting  the  Courts  of  law.    See  Vol.  i,  part  2,  p.  70. 
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[Enclonire  No.  9.]  1799 

Judge- Advocate  Dore  to  Governor  Hunter,  and  21  Feb. 

Governor  Hunter's  comments. 

Judge-AdvocaJt€  Dcrt^s  Letter. 
Judge- Advocate's  Office, 
Sydney,  14th  January,  1799. 
Sir,  A 

After  presuming  that  your  Ex*cy 
has  becm  made  acquainted  with  the 
singular  minutes  which  the  two 
gentlemen  yon  were  pleas*d  to  ap« 

Sint  as  members  of  the  Court  of 
vil  Jurisdiction  thought  proper  to 
insert  in  what  appears  to  be  the  pro- 
«— '^«»gp  of  that  Court  on  Tuesday 
last,  and  which  I  conceive  to  be  in 
the  first  instance  taking  an  unhand- 
some advantage  of  my  mdisposition, 
and  the  enfeebled  state  such  indis- 
position had  reduced  me  to,  being 
confined  to   my  bed    by  a  severe 

B 
attack  of  the  gout,   I  feel  myself 
iKMind  by  the  dutys  of  my  office, 
and  by  the  authority  of  that  ap- 
pointment which  the  British  Gov't 


ObservtUioM  by  Giyvtnior 
Hunter. 


Upon  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Dore*s  Judge- 
letter,  the  Gov'r  desir'd  to  be  in-  AdTooate 
fonn'd  by  the  other  two  members  of  gSteMri- 
the  Court  what  were  the  unfair  ad-  tion. 
vantages  of  which  Mr.  Dore  com- 
plains.    They  immediately  wrote  to 
the  Governor  letter  No.  10.* 


C 
has  honor'd  me  with,  to  protest 
most  solemnly  against  those  minutes, 
80  far  as  thev  may  have  any  con- 
stmctive  tendency  to  set  aside  the 
writs  which   I  hiave  from  time  to 

D 
time  issued  from  my  office.  First, 
from  my  interpretation  (as  Judge- 
Advocate)  of  the  Patent,  which  does 
not  prohibit  me  in  my  official  ca- 
pacity   from     issuing    such    writs. 


B 
Secondly,  from  precedents  hereto- 
fore established  in  the  colony  (upon 
which  divisions  have  been  made). 


*P<Mi,p.  S70. 

f  Tbia  paragraph  is  one  of  the  oianv  indicatioBM 
«f  Haater'a  warm  friend^ip  for  Judi^e-AdTOcatK 
('«llim.  Thnv  ia  little  doubt  that  Hunter  furnished 
him  with  the  materials  for  the  second  volume  of  his 
"Acrouat  of  the  English  Colony  in  New  South 
WsIm." 


It  would  have  been  highly  pleas- 
ing and  satisfactory  to  the  Governor 
hiul  the  dutys  of  the  office  of  the 
Judge-Advocate  been  carried  on 
with  as  much  general  satisfaction 
and  advantage  as  it  had  been  man- 
aged from  the  establishment  of  the 
colony  up  to  the  time  of  Mr.  Dore's 
arrivaLt  q 

Mr.  Dore  has  a  right  to  protest 
against  anv  act  of  injustice  which 
he  may  feel  himself  affected  by,  but 
the  other  gentlemen  have  an  equal 
right  to  that  privilege. 
D 

Mr.  Dore's  interpretation  of  the 
Patent  may  be  convenient  to  the  sys- 
tem which  he  has  thought  proper  to 
lay  down  for  managing  the  dutys  of 
his  office,  but  it  cannot  deprive  the 
other  officers  of  the  colony  of  the 
power  of  judging  for  themselves, 
where  nothing  umntelligible  stands 
in  the  way,  either  in  point  of  lan- 
guage or  any  law  perplexity. 
E 

It  is  well  known  here  that  if  ever 
there  was  a  president  [nic]  of  the 
nature  Mr.  Dore  alludes  to,  it  could 
only  have  been  one,  and  that  must 
have  been  occasioned  by  too  slight 
an  examination  of  the  sense  of  the 
Patent,  because,  upon  further  con- 
sideration, it  was  found  wrong,  and 
was  never  afterwards  attempted. 


Hunter  die* 
aatisfled 
with  Dore's 
official 
actions. 


I>orepro- 
testo. 


Interpreta- 
tion of  the 
Letters 
Patent. 


A 

precedent. 
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21 P  b  Thirdly,  by  the  peculiar  benefits  it 
has  produced,  and  is  likely  to  pro- 
Doreaiidthe  duce,  to  the  colony  at  large.  And, 
dealers.  lastly,  by  an  order  of  Court,  of  the 
fourteenth  day  of  Augoet  last,  ex- 
pressly directing  the  Judge-Advo- 
cate to  administer  affidavits  and 
grant  writs  at  his  office  whenever 
occasion  or  circumstances  mi^ht  re- 
quire it,  of  which  the  foUowmg  is  a 
copy  (viz.) : — 

'*  And  in  order  to  remedy  as  much 
as  possible  the  many  inconveniences 
Order  of  the  which  have  been  from  time  to  time 
Ck>urt  complain'd  of    by  persons    having 

occasion  to  commence  such,  or  ac- 
tions for  the  recovery  of  monies  due 
to  them  by  reason  of  their  having 
been  generally  accustomed  to  wait 
for  the  assembling  of  a  Civil  Court 
before  affidavits  to  ground  bailable 
actions  coa'd  be  made  or  taken. 

*<  The  Judge-Advocate  of  thister- 
ritoi^  will  henceforth  and  in  future 
administer,  at  his  office  in  Sydney, 
in  the  usual  hours  of  business,  the 
Administra-  necessary  oaths  to  persons  who  may 
^^^'  find  it  expedient  to  institute  civU 

suits,  and  hold  their  debtors  to  bail, 
and  a  day  will  be  appointed  with  all 
convenient  di^atch  for  the  return 
of  such  writs,  and  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine all  matters  in  question  accord- 
ingly. 

*'The  Judge- Advocate  will  also, 
at  his  office  aforesaid,  grant  letters 
of  administration,  probates  of  wills, 
3tc.,  &o.,  and  be  retAy  at  all  times 
to  further  the  designs  of  the  British 
Legislature  in  extending  to  this 
colony,  as  far  as  circumstances  will 
admits  the  benefit  of  its  wise  and 
salutaiy  laws. 

♦•The  return  of  writs  being  a 
matter  dependent  upon  local  and 
occasional  circumstances,  the  Judge- 
Advocate  will  use  his  discretion  in 
the  regulating  such  as  are  issued 
from  his  office,  and  it  will  rest  with 
him  to  determine  as  to  the  time 
necessary  to  be  allow'd  for  defen- 
dants at  certain  distances,  ftc, 

"  BiGHD.  DoRE,  J. -Advocate. 
"  William  Kknt. 
''BioHD.  Atkins." 


EocIesiaB- 

tical 

busliiesB. 


Return  of 
writs. 


The  peculiar  benefits  to  the  cdkmy 
Mr.  Dore  mentions  can  only  be 
known  to  him  and  to  those  deslen 
he  alludes  to,  who  are,  cerfcaiBly,  a 
pest  to  the  settlenient  and  min  to 
the  thoughtless  labouring  fanner. 
The  order  of  Court  here  alluded  to 
is  denied  by  the  other  memben  as 
meaning  anytlnnff  more — that  doling 
the  occasional  adioanunents  of  thsfe 
Court,  of  which  tiiey  were  memben, 
they  oon*d  not  establish  a  rule  to 
govern  the  other  offioeis  of  tiie 
colony.  This  is  surely  a  weak  sigo- 
ment. 

{See  their  protest,  letter  K&  8.)» 


*  Ante,  p.  562. 
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G 
This  Older  of  Conrt  is  nnqiiestloii- 
ably  inevocable— «fl  well  might  a 
inlweqaent  Coart  Msame  to  iteelf  a 
power  of  setting  aside  decisions 
which  had  been  made  in  matters 
between  Pfurty  and  party,  as  at- 
tempt to  dispvte  or  recede  from  the 
pUlQ  letter  which  lies  before  them, 
sad  which  is  upon  record  as  the 
proceedings  of  a  Conrt  solemnly  end 
lormslly  establish'd — nor  can  humsn 
wifldom  foresee  what  might  be  the 
coDseqnenoes,  if  such  an  extravagant 
messnre  was  toUerated  either  under 
a  convenient  idea  of  error,  or  with 
a  view  to  answer  any  private  or 
particular  purpose— but  that  Mr. 
Atkins,  whose  name  appears  sub- 
scnb'd  to  those  proceedm|^,  should 
now  question  their  propriety,  and 
shelter  himself  under  a  pretence 
that  he  did  not  read  what  he  had 
sabscrib'd,  or  that  having  read  he 
did  not  understand  them,  when  the 


This   ailment    may   suit    Mr.      21  Fab. 

Dore's  present  purpose;  but  how       

was  it  admitted  when  Mr.   D. ,  with'  An  order  of 
another  magistrate,  took  the  liberty  ^^ 
of   superceding  the  decision   of   a       ^'^ 
Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction  regularly 
conven'd — we  will  not  determine  for 
what  purpose. 


irrevocable. 


matter  had  been  canvas*d  by  the  Court 
(of  which  he  was  then  a  member), 
and  this  decision  was  the  result, 
would  be  a  subject  of  extreme  sur- 


Both  members  deny  the  canvasing  j^^ 
this  business  by   the   Court ;  they  members  of 

S'  ped  the  paper  having  learnt  from  ***j^9y"* 
r.  D.  the  intention,  and  had  no  ™"'**- 
doubt  of  his  being  correct;  they  con- 
fided in  his  not  introducing  any- 
thing which  might  be  improper. 


prize  to  me  if  I  had  not  trac*d  from 
what  quarter,  in  what  kind  of  slume, 
and  to  answer  what  purpose  the 
opposition  was  originally  projected. 


TheGovemor  is  a  perfect  stranger  Their  quali- 
to  the  projected  opposition  of  the  Acatiow. 
other  two  members  to  Mr.  Dors; 
they  were  fix*d  upon  for  this  duty, 
the  <me*  from  having  done  the  duty 
of  the  Judge-Advocate  formerly,  the 
othert  a  new  member  to  be  initiated 
in  the  dntys  and  business  of  a  Court, 
and  could  not  be  better  placed  than 
between  two  men  who  know  all  the 
forms. 


I  am  loth  to  trouble  your  Exc'y 
with  ai]priiment  on  the  subject ; 
but  I  wish  to  ffuard  you  against 
being  misled,  ana  myself  from  the 
imputation  of  committing  anv  in- 
novation foreign  to  the  sense  of  the 
Patent,  or  of  having  given  rise  to 
compUunts  amongst  the  people. 

*  Biohard  Atkins. 


Mr.  Dore  need  not  be  uneasy  at  Hunter  on 
the  probabiUty  of  the  Governor  his  guard, 
beinff  misled.  He  has  lived  so  lonff, 
and  nas  seen  so  much  of  mankind, 
particularly  in  this  country,  that  he 
IS  quite  upon  his  jguard.  He  judges 
for  himself  with  respect  to  the 
Patent. 

t  lieutenant  Kent 
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Yonr   Exc*y  has  been    informed 
21  Feb.      ^jjj^^  ^jjgy   jjj^^^  complain'd  of  my 

•mode  of  doins  business.  I  deny 
it.  I  have  collected  the  sense  of 
almost  every  individual  (with  a 
few  partial  exceptions)  of  the 
The  dealers  midline  but  respectable  discription 
of  inhabitants.  Those  who  by  habits 
of  trade  and  dealings  were  most 
likely  to  be  interested,  and  to  have 
a  voice  on  this  occasion — and  from  a 
written  document  (spontaneously 
subscribed  by  nearly  seventy  persons' 


The  Governor  is  but  too  irell 
acquainted  in  this  colony  with  the 
respectable  descriptioii  of  people 
Mr.  Dore  alludes  to  when  he  exmti 
in  having  obtained  the  signatures  of 
about  seventy  in  favor  of  his  systeno. 
They  have  ever  been  considered  here 
as  a  class  of  people  ruinous  to  thoee 
on  whom  the  colony  should  chiefly 
depend,  but  whilst  the  settlement 
is  pesterd  with  such  a  nest  of 
dealers  the  laboring  farmer  will 
never  succeed  and  become  respect- 
able. They  will  no  doubt  be  con- 
venient in  promoting  litigation,  and 
all  the  expenses  which  are  now  felt 
in  this  territory  to  attend  iL 


and  the 
farmeiB. 


names)  which  I  am  in  possession  of, 
it  will  appear  that  so  far  from  the 
people  having  complain 'd  of  my 
moae  of  business,  they  have  one  and 
all  heartily  and  gratefully  applauded 
it,  and  if  they  ever  had  reason  to 
complain  it  was  that  such  a  plan 
had  not  heretofore  been  generally 
and  effectually  establish'd. 

N 
"Honest  That    they    have   been    put    to 

creditors  material  inconvenience,  reduced  to 
piSicSied  P"^*  distresses,  and  been  set  at 
Sebton."  defiance  by  a  certain  description  of 
debtors,  because  they  were  oblig'd 
to  wait  for  a  Civil  Court  to  ^et  a 
writ  issued,  before  the  assembling  of 
which,  if  some  more  fortunate  cre- 
ditor did  not  step  in  between,  their 
property  was  wantonly  squandered 
away,  misapplied,  or  wasted,  and 
no  redress  left  them  but  the  persons 
of  their  debtors  devoted  to  a  prison ; 
and  they  unreservedly  declared  that 
this  was,  therefore,  the  readiest 
mode  to  preserve  the  property  of 
honest  creditors,  and  defeat  the 
fraudulent  designs  of  unprincipled 
debtors. 

Sd  far  your  Exc'y  will  be  satis- 
fied that  the  interests  of  the  colony 
have  been  in  no  wise  injur'd  by  this 
system  of  business.    ( Vide  M.) 

And  your  Exc'y  may  perhaps 
be  inclined  to  admit  the  general 
propriety  of  the  measure,  but  may 
DC  m  doubt  as  to  the  construction 
of  the  Patent. 


So  far  the  Governor  will  admit 
that  the  interests  of  the  dealeis  have 
been  benefitted,  but  the  interest  U 
the  colony  in  its  most  useful  inhabi- 
tants (the  laboring  fanner)  has 
suffered  materially  from  the  tempta- 
tions held  out  by  the  dealer  to  this 
useful  but  thoughtlesa  description 
of  people. 

The  two  characters  here  oontru* 
ted  by  Mr.  Dore  were  the  same 
description  of  people  when  they 
came  to  this  country,  and  we  have 
very  little  reason  to  think  that  any 
extraordinary  change  has  yet  taken 
place  either  in  the  morals  or  prin- 
ciples of  these  honest  creditors  and 
unprincipled  debtors. 

The  Governor  has  no  doubts  re- 
specting the  construction  of  the 
Patent,  altho*  he  cannot  immediately 
adopt  Mr.  Dore's  construction. 


GOVBBNOE  HUNTER  AND  JUDGE- ADVOCATE  DORE. 


567 


That  your  Exc'y  may  under- 
stand npon  what  groond  I  establiah 
my  construction  of  the  Patent  when 
I  Bay  it  does  not  interdict  the  iBsuins 
of  writs  by  the  Judge-Advocate,  I 
Wg  leave  to  refer  you  to  that  part 
which  directs  a  Court  of  Civil  Juris- 
diction to  be  assembled,  with  power 
to  hold  plea  of  and  to  hear  and 
dftermine  all  pleas  concemins  lands, 
debts,  ftcf  Permit  me  to  ask  what 
pleas  are  at  issue?  What  is  the 
Court  to  hear  and  determine  ?  unless 
processes  have  been  previously 
issued  for  the  Court  to  hold  sucn 
pleas  of  and  to  hear  and  determine 


This  question  is  answered  in  the 
first  observation  to  Mr.  Dore's 
queries.     (VUhY^o,!,)* 


1709 

21  Feb. 

Construe' 
tion  of  the 
Jitters 
Patent. 


accordingly.  Had  the  Patent  set 
oat  by  directing  such  Court  to 
assemme,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
administer  affidavits  and  to  grant 
writs,  which  they  were  afterwards 
(at  a  future  sitting)  to  hear  and 
determine,  the  letter  of  its  meaninff 
would  have  been  obvious,  plain,  ana 
iiDequivocal ;  but  in  the  shape  I  find 
it  I  cannot  give  any  other  construc- 
tion of  its  tenor  than  I  have  done. 
Upon  this  construction  I  have 
form'd  my  opinion ;  and  I  trust  it 
will  appear  when  an  explanation 
comes  from  the  British  Government 
that  if  I  have  not  exactly  compre- 
hended its  express  meaning  I  have 
in  no  respect  perverted  the  letter 
of  it. 


The  Patent  had  no  occasion  to  set  Two 
out    by    directing    such   Court    to  contrary 
assemble,  Ac.     That  sense  is  clearly  {j^J"'^*^ 
implied  in  the  letter  of  it ;  conse- 
quently might  have  been  obvious  to 
Mr.  Dore  if  he  had  been  inclined  so 
to  understand  it. 


The  office  of  Judge -Advocate, 
your  £xc*y  will  observe,  is  so 
virtually  important  as  to  be  abso- 
hitely  necessary  to  the  forming  a 
Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction,  inas- 
much as  all  processes  are  directed 
to  be  under  the  hand  and  seal  of 
this  officer,  who  is  considered  as  the 
President  and  leading  member  of 
the  Court.  The  other  members, 
therefore,  altho'  component  parts 
of  such  Court,  in  matters  where  a 
discrimination  of  law  points  is  ne- 
cessary, are  to  be  gmded  by  the 
Judge-Advocate,  whom  the  Gov't 
at  home  have  deligated  for  such 
purposes,     and    it    is     reasonable 

*  Ante,  p.  560. 


We  admit  that  the  Judge- Ad vo-  IniDortanue 
cate  is  necessary  to  the  forming  a  of  Judge-^ 
Court,  and  that  all  the  law  processes  ^S!*    * 
should  pass  under  his  hand  and  seal 
as  a  lawyer ;  but  we  are  not  to 
understand  from  that  formality  that 
the  other  members,  as  component 
parts  of  such  Court,  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  mere  matter  of  form— as 
men  without  common  sense  or  judg- 
ment.    It  will  be  found  that  some 
of  them  are  not  less  acquainted  with 
forms  than  some  of  the  profession. 


tSccVol.  i,part2,p.  71. 


568 


.  HI8TOBICAL  BEOOBBS  OF  UTISW  SOUTH  WAXES. 


1799 

SlFUk 

tionaoC 
olBoeia. 


Don's 


of 
denoe. 


to  BQjppoae  were  satisfied  with  his 
qaaUncstions  and  responsibilxty ; 
and  I  would  ask  how  your  Exc*y 
would  act  if  two  members  were  to 
take  upon  themselves  to  pronounce 
a  decree  contrary  to  law  ?  What  a 
wide  field  would  this  open  for  renewed 
contentions,  the  ofl^pring  of  doubt, 
uncertainty,  and  disBatisfartion. 
Your  Exc'y  would  naturally  consult 
with  the  only  law  officerin  the  colony, 
from  a  conviction  that  the  Govern- 
ment which  intrusted  him  with  his 
appointment  was  satisfied  with  his 
competency  to  decide,  and  that  he  is 
responsible  to  them  for  his  decisions. 
I  am  too  tenacious  of  the  important 
trust  confided  to  me  by  the  British 

S 
Govemment — I  am  too  independent 
in  mind  and  circumstances— to  have 


any  sinister  view  to  answer  by  sap- 
porting  the  system  I  have  enter  d 
mta  Korean  I  foiget  the  sacred 
pledge  I  left  behind  me  to  tnnsmit 
to  ££gland  by  every  opportnnity  a 
faithful  re^resentationof  this  colony, 
its  police  judicial  proceedings,  &c, 
Ac,  embracing  every  object  worthy 
of  public  communication  ;  and  can  it 
be  supposed  that  I  would  risk  my 
professional  reputation  either  here 
or  at  home  by  attempting  wilfully 
to  violate  the  charter  of  the  colony 
or  establish  any  construction  upon 
its  meaning  foreign  to  the  tenor  of 
it?  Can  it  be  supposed  that  I  had 
ever  any  object  in  vy  w  but  the  good 
of  the  colony  and  the  people  ? 

To  the  ffrateful  suffrages  of  the 
people  on  this  oocasion  let  me  appeal 
for  their  general  sense  of  approba- 
ticm,  and  to  the  effects  already  pro- 
duc*d  by  my  system  for  their  anxious 
wishes  to  continue  it. 


It  is  taken  for  granted  that  the 
Government  at  home  is  suppowd 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  abiUty  d 
every  officer  they  appointed  hefe, 
but  they  wiQ  be  more  so  when 
verified  by  experience. 


S 
Mr.  Dore's  independence  csn  hare 
nothing  to  do  with  the  point  inque^- 
tion ;  nor  is  it  neoeesary  to  make 
any  observation  upon  Mr.  D's  views 
in  supporting  his  new  system.  Hii 
promises  to  transmit  to  his  friends 
mwi  time  to  time  hia  aeocyimt  of 
obeervmtions  made  in  this  oountiy 
can  have  no  connection  with  the 
main  subject  of  his  letter  to  the 
Ck>v*r.  Every  person  resident  here 
have  an  eoual  nght  to  give  to  their 
friends  whatever  they  may  think 
worthy  their  notice. 


Dore. 


Hunter  dis;-  Your  Bxc'y  will  suffer  me  here  to 
app^ted  in  remark  that  it  was  your  own  par- 
tfcular  desire  a  professional  gentle- 
man should  be  sent  from  ^gland 
to  regulate  and  qualify  judicial  pro- 
oeedings  in  this  colony.  For  that 
purpose  I  am  come,  and  I  trust  I 
shall  never  want  jovlt  Excy's  sup- 
port as  chief  magistrate  whilst  I 
act  up  to  the  spirit  of  the  appoint- 
ment and  the  apparent  sense  of  the 
dutys  attached  to  it. 


The  Governor  admits  that  it  vu 
his  wish  that  a  professional  gentle- 
man of  the  law  should  be  sent  heie 
as  Judge- Advocate,  and  he  trusted 
that  he  won*d  have  found  a  uaefol 
and  confidential  officer  in  such  a 
person;  but  it  is  with  rraret  he 
must  declare  that^  instead  of  being 
reliev'd  from  much  trouble  and  per- 
plexity, he  has  experienced  moie 
than  fonnerly. 


GOVESNOB  HTTKTEB  AlO) 

u 

If  your  Exc'y  had  been  pleas'd  in 
an  earlyer  stage  of  this  bnainess  to 
have  interdict^  any  of  my  measures, 
to  you,  sir,  as  Governor  of  this  terri- 
tory, I  shon'd  have  paid  every  re- 
spectfuU  defference. 
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The  Governor   had   no  wish    or     siFeK 
desire  to  interdict  any  of  Mr.  Dore's       — - 
measures,  or  was  it  likely  he  should  ftJJJ?the 
make  any  observations  upon  what  public, 
he   knew   nothing   about  until  he 
was  told  they  gave   discontent  to 
many. 


Your  ExcV  may  be  assur'd  I  shall 
ever  do  so  ;  but  permit  me  to  ask  if 
you  are  aware  of  the  evils  likely  to 
result  from  overturning  a  system 
which  as  Judge-Advocate  to  this 
territory  I  have  considered  myself 
warranted  in  introducing,  patticu- 
Utfly  after  its  good  effects  had  been 
almost  nnivenially  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged. Innumerable  and  compli- 
cated will  be  the  public  incon- 
veniences, perhaos  in  some  instances 
particularly  fatal.  It  will  disturb 
the  current  of  justice,  call  in  ques- 
tion the  power  of  the  officer  tiie 
British  Government  has  delegated 
to  BO  important  an  appointment, 
and  eventually  tend  to  aisseminate 
mormurs  and  diasentions  amongst 
the  people. 


Mr.  Dore^s  anticipation  of  evils  Dore^santi- 
which  will  result  to  the  colony  from  clpatlowa  of 
the  doing  away  a  system  which  he  «>"'»«»'>"• 
has  thought  proper  to  lay  down  is 
absurd.  We  never  have  yet  ex- 
perienced such  caUmatyswhen  such 
a  system  as  his  own  was  unknown 
in  this  settlement.  What  danger 
can  there  be  apprehended  from 
following  strictly  and  to  its  full 
extent  that  charter  which  was  given 
as  our  ffuide  ?  The  Gov*r  knows  of 
no  auuiority  in  the  J. -A.  which 
gives  him  a  power  to  establish 
systems  which  appear  inconsistent 
with  the  sense  and  design  of  our 
charter,  nor  is  he  apprehensive  of 
any  of  those  evils  which  Mr.  Dore 
looks  forward  to  in  following  that 
interpretation  of  the  Patent  wliich 
has  stood  since  the  establishment  of 
the  settlement.  Whenever  a  more 
extended  colony  and  an  increased 
number  of  inhabitants  mav  render 
a  change  in  the  eetablish'd  system 
for  the  administration  of  justice 
necessary,  the  Government  of  the 
mother  country  will  determine  what 
change  should  be  establish'd. 


If  your  Exo*y  conceives  the  strict 
letter  of  the  Patent  forbids  the 
measure  I  have  adopted,  and  won'd 
recommend  its  beintr  henceforth  sus- 
pended, henceforth  be  it  suspended ; 
out  surely,  and  at  all  events,  the 
writs  which  have  been  gpianted, 
and  which  are  now  at  Istae,  shou'd 
be  heard  and  determin'd.  It  will 
then  rest  with  your  Exc'y  to  make 
such  suspension  (until  the  pleasure 
of  the  €rOvemment  at  home  is 
known)   as   shall   be   deemed   ex- 


The  Gov'r  has  not  said  that  the  The  letter  of 
letter  of  the  Patent  in  direct  terms  ^  ^*«"*- 
interdicts  or  forbids  Mr.  Dore's 
measures,  but  he  has  declar'd  it  to 
be  his  opinion  that  the  letter  of  that 
instrument  is  clear  and  intelligible, 
and  directs  in  plain  language  what 
raeasnres  are  to  be  pnrsu^ ;  but 
they  are  not  such  as  Mr.  D.  has 
thought  proper  to  lay  down. 

The  G^v*r  can  give  no  opinion  on 
any  matter  pending  before  a  Court, 
n&e  members  in  general  will  think 
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Costs  cf 
suit. 


Dore's  plea 
of  illness. 


Lmlity  of 


pedient  under  the  existing  circam-      for  themselves,  and  their  decision 
stances.  mil  come  before  him  in  coarse. 

I  Iiave  only  one  observation  to 
trouble  you  with  in  regard  to  the  fees, 
which  under  your  Lxcy's  sanction 
I  have  attach'd  to  the  several  pro- 
cesses. All  the  parties  who  have 
subscribed  the  document  I  allude  to 
have  unanimously  declar'd  that  they 
considered  it  just  and  necessary, 
and  were  well  satisfied  it  was  a 
measure  pregnant  with  good  to  the 
colony,  and  would  prove  serviceable 
and  advantageous  to  the  trading 
part  of  it ;  but  on  referring  to  the 
ratent  your   Exc'y  will   see   that 

X  X 

costs  of  suit  are  particularly  allow'd.  The  Governor,  relative  to  costs  of 

I  have,  &c.,  suit,  contends  that  all  those  things 

RiCHD.  DoRE,  are  to  be  settled  by  the  Ck>art,  and 

Judge- Advocate.  he  presumes  that  the  other  members 

may  be  as  tenacious  of  their  situa- 
tion as  Mr.  Dore  may  be  of  his. 
They  appear  unwilling  to  confirm 
the  unbounded  power  of  the  Judge- 
Advocate  and  their  own  iuAdgnifi- 
cance  as  members  of  that  Conrt. 
J.  H. 

[Endoeure  No.  10.] 
Messrs.  Atkins  akd  Williamson  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sydney,  3rd  February,  1799. 
Your  Excellency  having  signified  to  us  that  Mr.  Dore,  the  Judge- 
Advocate,  in  one  of  his  letters,  complained  of  our  taking  an 
unfair  advantage  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Civil  Court,  in  pro- 
posing questions  to  him  at  the  time  he  was  labouring  under  great 
bodily  infirmity,*  it  becomes  necessary  for  us  to  represent  to  your 
Excellency  that  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Court  the  Judge- 
Advocate  was  asked  whether  he  was  able  to  proceed  to  business ; 
that  if  he  was,  Mr.  Atkins,  one  of  the  members  wished  to  propose 
a  question  to  him,  to  which  the  Judge- Advocate  answered,  "By  all 
means.''  At  the  time  this  passed,  Mr.  Balmain  was  sitting  with 
Mr.  Dore.  The  question  proposed  by  Mr.  Atkins  was,  "  Whether 
in  all  judicial  proceedings  is  or  is  not  the  Charter  of  the  colony  to 
be  our  guide  1 " 

The  answer  the  Judge- Advocate  gave  was — "Certainly." 
Receiving  this  answer,  Mr.  Atkins  replied — "  That,  sir,  being  the 
case,  I  am  of  opinion  that  all  the  writs  of  arrest  issued  by  you 
without  the  sanction  of  a  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction  are  illegal." 
Mr.  Williamson,  another  member,  joining  in  opinion,  we  desired 
it  might  be  made  a  minute  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  Court, 
but  the  Judge-Advocate  refusing  so  to  do,  either  by  himself  or 

*  Ante,  p.  558  (note). 
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clerk,  and  thinking  it  absolutely  necessary  for  our  own  justifica-      1709 
tion  that  it  should  be  done,  Mr.  Atkins  entered  it  himself,  and  it     21  Feb. 
having  been  signed  and  approved  of  by  the  two  junior  members, 
we  conceived  it  was  binding  upon   the  Judge- Advocate,   who 
certainly  is  vested  with  no  greater  power  than  any  other  individual 
member.     The  Court  then  adjourned  stJie  die. 

It  is  not  unknown  to  your  Excellency  that  notwithstanding  the  Dore  con- 
Court  had  determined  the  writs  so  issued  were  illegal,  the  Judge-  SJS^Hts. 
Advocate  still  continued  the  practice  to  the  great  contempt  (as  we 
conceive)  of  your  Excellency's  authority  and  that  of  the  Court. 
We  beg  leave  to  say  that  we  feel  ourselves  happy  at  all  times  in 
obeying  your  Excellency's  orders,  but  when  our  best  endeavours 
for  the  public  good  are  to  be  treated  with  the  contempt  they  have 
been  by  that  gentleman,  we  are  free  to  confess  our  duty  becomes 
irksome.     Ten  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  jurisdiction  of 
that  Court  has  been  acknowledged,  and  the  powers  granted  it  by 
the  Charter  clearly  defined.      The  late  attempt  of  the   Judge-  probable 
Advocate  to  act  independent  of  it  is  such  an  innovation  that  SJ[J^g  ^^ 
we  know  your  Excellency  wOl  clearly  perceive  the  serious  conse-  i)ope'» 
quences  that  may  attend  it,  for  it  not  only  assumes  the  power  of  *^'*^°' 
establishing  unauthorized  fees  (which  we  are  ready  to  prove),  by 
which  means  the  poor  and  necessitous,  from  their  inability  to 
pay  them,  may  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  those  laws  which  was 
intended  to  operate  for  the  advantage  of  all  discriptions  of  per- 
sons, but  it  likewise  arrogates  the  power  of  imprisoning  the  sub- 
ject without  control.     Those  are  serious  considerations  which  we 
submit  to  your  Excellency's  superior  judgement,  and  beg  leave  to 
subscribe  ourselves 

Your  Excellency's,  &c., 

HiCHARD  Atkins, 

James  Williamson, 

Members  of  the  Civil  Court. 

[Enclosure  No.  11.] 
Governor  Hunter  to  The  Officers. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
Gentlemen,  15th  January,  1799. 

The  subject  upon  which  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  call  Hunter  calls 
you  together  being  of  a  nature  which  I  conceive  of  considerable  {S^her." 
importance  to  various  descriptions  of  persons  in  this  colony,  as 
well  as  to  the  public  concerns  generally,  and  as  it  is  my  wish  to 
have  the  advantage  of  your  opinions,  I  shaU  have  a  few  questions 
to  propose  for  your  consideration,  and  upon  which  I  am  desirous 
of  receiving  your  sentiments.  But  before  I  put  any  of  those 
questions  it  may  be  proper  you  should  be  particularly  informed 
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The  Court 
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on  the  business  which  gives  rise  to  them,  and  that  I  should  lay 
before  you,  to  assist  your  judgement  in  deciding,  the  original 
Charter  or  Patent  upon  which  our  Courts  of  law  in  this  colony 
are  established.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  inform  you  as  briefly  as 
possible. 

That  a  precept  having  been  issued  under  my  hand  and  seal  for 
assembling  a  Court  of  Civil  Judicature,  and  which,  agreable  to 
public  notice,  was  to  have  met  upon  the  12th  of  December  last, 
but  was  afterwards  postponed  until  the  20th.  On  that  day  it 
assembled.  After  the  members  had  been  sworn,  and  had  taJsen 
th^ir  seats^  the  Court  entered  upon  business.  A  writ  having  been 
laid  before  them  of  a  date  anterior  to  the  time  appointed  for  the 
assembling  such  Court,  the  two  junior  members  hesitated  upon 
the  propriety  of  taking  cognizance  of  a  matter  which  had  taken 
place  before  the  Court  of  which  they  were  members  had  an 
existence. 

The  letter  of  the  Patent  having  hitherto  governed  the  proceed- 
ings of  such  Court  in  this  colony,  they  were  desirous  of  information 
from  the  Advocate-Judge  how  far  they  could  legaly  take  cognizance 
of  the  business  now  brought  before  them,  and  which  had  not 
received  their  sanction  as  members  of  that  Court ;  they  expressed 
an  opinion  that  such  business  was  informal,  and  wished  the  Judge- 
Advocate  to  remove  the  doubts  which  pressed  upon  their  mind, 
and  that  they  looked  to  him  as  a  professional  man  for  that  in- 
formation of  which  they  stood  so  much  in  need. 

Instead  of  making  any  attempt  whatever  to  clear  up  the  difficulty 
under  which  they  labor'd,  the  Judge- Advocate  arose  from  his  chair, 
took  his  hat,  and  quitted  the  Court,  saying  that  he  knew  his  own 
authority.  He  was  ask'd  by  one  of  the  members  (both  of  whom 
he  left  in  their  seats)  if  he  meant  to  adjourn  the  Court ;  he  replied 
he  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.* 

In  consequence  of  this  extraordinary  and,  in  my  opinion,  most 
unjustifiable  conduct  of  the  Judge- Advocate,  the  other  members 
quitted  the  Court-room,  round  which  many  people  were  assembled 
upon  business.  I  met  those  two  gentlemen  in  the  street,  and 
having  expres^d  some  surprize  at  seeing  them  there,  when  I  sup- 
posed them  employed  on  the  business  of  the  Court,  they  were 
proceeding  to  inform  me  of  the  cause,  but  I  declined  receiving 
information  upon  a  matter  of  such  moment  in  that  way,  and 
desired  they  would  state  the  circumstances  to  me  in  writing,  that 
I  might  not  be  liable  to  mistake  or  misunderstand  their  statement; 
they  did  so  immediately,  and  addressed  their  letters  upon  pubhc 
service.  Being  much  vex'd  and  astonished  at  a  conduct  so  un- 
accountable, I  wrote  immediately  to  the  Judge-Advocate,  stating 
the  information  I  had  received,  f  I  addressed  my  letter  upon  the 
service  of  his  Majesty,  and  desired  an  answer,  in  order  that  I 
might  pui*sue  such  steps  as  the  public  good  might  require.     To 


•  Ante,  p.  668. 
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this  public  letter  I  have  never  received  any  reply  whatever,  not      1799 
even  an  acknowledgement  that  it  had  been  received.  21  Feb. 

I  shall  not  in  this  place  animadvert  upon  this  pointed  disrespect ;       — . 
another  time  may  be  more  proper ;  I  shall,  however,  take  this  rMpeetfui 
opportunity  to  observe  that,  considering  it  in  a  public  point  of  "Q^^**^ 
vienv,  it  can  bear  no  other  construction  than  that  of  a  striking 
contempt  of  the  office  and  authority  which  I  hold  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  his  Majesty  in  this  distant  part  of  his  dominions,  and 
which  no  consideration  upon  earth  shall  dispose  me  to  pass  over 
untill  it  has  been  laid  before  the  King. 

The  Court  having  now  been  set  aside  a  second  time  to  the  great 
injury  and  inconvenience  of  many,  I  have  desired  this  meeting 
with  you  gentlemen  in  order  that  I  may  have  the  assistance  of  Hunter  asks 
your  judgement  relative  to  the  steps  winch  such  a  conduct  may  SSSS! 
render  it  necessary  for  me  to  adopt  for  the  regular  and  e£fectual 
administration  of  public  justice  in  all  concerns  of  a  civil  nature. 

You  will  see  the  necessity  of  coming  to  an  early  decision  upon 
a  matter  in  which  his  Majesty's  service  and  the  public  welfare 
of  the  settlement  is  so  materially  concerned. 

I  am  well  aware,  gentlemen,  that  my  public  situation  and  the 
power  deligated  to  me  from  his  Majesty  will  at  all  times  enable 
me  to  act  with  promptitude  upon  such  occasions  as  the  present, 
or  any  other  wherein  it  shall  appear  to  me  that  the  public  good  and 
his  Majesty's  service  are  materially  concerned.  But  I  do  not  NeceMity 
incline  to  give  way  to  any  sudden  impulse,  but  to  be  governed  by  t?on.*  *  **" 
mature  consideration ;  I  have  therefore  to  desire  your  opinions 
in  aid  of  my  own,  reserving  to  myself  as  the  responsible  person 
the  power  of  deciding  in  such  way  as  the  public  service  may 
appear  to  me  to  require. 

I  have  now  only  to  observe,  gentlemen,  that  in  deciding  upon 
the  questions  which  I  have  to  propose,  it  may  be  proper  that  you 
should  recollect  that  every  officer  in  this  colony  is  liable  to  be  Confltttation 
nam'd  in  the  precept  as  a  member  of  the  Civil  Court,  and  that  it  ^  *•  Court 
has  some  time  past  been  my  determination  to  withdraw  a  part 
of  that  fatiguing  duty  from  the  very  few  gentlemen  who  have 
hitherto  had  the  burthen  of  it.  One  of  the  members  of  this  present 
Court  is  the  first  of  those  who  have  never  yet  been  calFd  upon  this 
service.  Jno.  Hunter. 

[Enclosure  No.  12.] 
Hunteb's  Questions  to  Officers. 
QiustumB  propa^d  by  the  Govemour  to  the  Frineipal  Ojficen  t» 
the  Colony  (CivUj  Mililaryy  and  NavalJ,  in  the  Court-roonif 
Sydney,  January  16th^  1799: — 

1st.  Are  you,  gentlemen,  of  opinion  that  the  Judge-Advocate  p«>wersor 
of  this  colony  has  a  power  wholly  independent  of  our  Court  of  ^y^^lJ^' 
Civil  Jurisdiction  to  issue  writs  in  his  own  name  1 
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1799  2nd.  Have  the  members  of  a  Civil  Court  authority  to  delegate 

21  Feb.     *o  *'he  Judge- Advocate  a  power  to  issue  writs  in  his  own  name 
during  the  adjournment  of  the  Court  ? 

A  auertion  3rd.  If  you  shou'd  admit  that  the  other  members  may,  without 
tfonf^**'*'  impropriety,  sanction  the  Judge- Advocate's  issuing  writs  in  the 
name  of  the  Court,  during  its  adjournment,  and  as  a  matter  o! 
convenience  to  those  who  have  business  to  do  before  that  Court, 
can  such  authority  operate  upon  the  members  of  any  subsequent 
Court,  or  is  it  effectual  only  during  the  existence  of  that  Court  of 
which  those  who  gave  that  authority  were  members  ? 

4th.  Do  you  suppose  if  the  present  Judge-Advocate  to  this 
colony  brought  out  with  him  any  power  authorizing  him  to  act 
in  matters  which  we  have  consider'd  cognizable  only  by  a  Court, 
wholly  and  absolutely  independent  of  the  other  members  of  that 
Court,  that  there  cou'd  be  any  occasion  for  his  applying  for  their 
sanction  in  writing  for  that  purpose  ? 

Adv'°to^         5th.  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Judge- Advocate  to  afford  such 
duty.  information  relative  to  points  or  forms  of  law  to  the  other  members 

of  the  Court  as  they  may  see  occasion  to  apply  to  him  for  1 

6th.  Do  you  think,  if  the  Judge- Advocate  had  brought  out  with 
His  powers  him  to  this  country  any  power  different  from  what  was  originally 
granted  to  that  office  in  this  country,  and  particularly  such  as 
cou'd  authorize  him  to  annul  the  instructions  so  expressly  given 
in  the  Patent  for  holding  our  Courts,  and  to  adopt  such  as  he  chose 
instead,  that  such  powers  would  not  have  been  made  known  to 
the  commanding  officer,  under  whose  authority  they  were  to  be 
exercis'd  ? 

7th.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  any  situation  which  the  present 
Judge-Advocate  to  this  colony  may  have  heretofore  held  in  any 
and  of  the  Courts  of  law  in  England  is  a  sufficient  authority  for  him 

^  ^*  in  this  country  to  make  whatever  innovations  or  alterations  he 
may  be  desirous  of  in  those  instructions  contained  in  the  Patent 
before  you,  and  which  have  hitherto  governed  all  our  judicial 
proceedings  in  this  settlement  from  its  establishment  ? 

of^thT"^"^      8th.  Have  you  been  able  to  discover  anything  defective  or 

Patent.        Unintelligible  in  the  Charter  or  Patent  for  establishing  our  Civil 

Court  here  which  could  possibly  justify  any  innovation  whatever 

upon  its  sense  or  meaning,  until  such  defect  or  unintelligible  part 

had  been  first  represented  to  his  Majesty's  Minister,  and  we  had 

received  the  sanction  of  Government  for  such  alteration  ? 

Dore's  9th,  Was  the  manner  of  the  Judge- Advocate  upon  the  first 

towards  the  assembling  of  the  Civil  Court,  on  the  20th  December  (the  particu- 

oth^rmem.  ^^^  ^f  ^hich  I  have  stated  from  the  authority  of  the  other 

members),  such  as  it  should  have  been  in  that  place  and  upon  thai 

occasion  ? 
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10th.  .Could  such  a  manner  be  considered  in  any  other  light  1799 
than  that  of  a  gross  insult  to  the  Court  itself,  and  as  mark'd  21  Feb. 
contempt  of  the  authority  by  which  it  had  been  assembled  ? 

1 1th.  Do  you  think  it  the  duty  of  an  officer  holding  an  appoint- 
ment under  the  Crown,  when  he  receives  a  letter  addressed  upon  »nd  dis- 
the  service  of  his  Majesty,  and  that,  too,  from  a  superior  authority,  to^Ss 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  such  letter,  and  if  it  requires  it  to  hunter. 
return  an  answer  ?  J.H. 

[Enclosare  No.  13.] 

Officers'  Replies  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  Court-house,  Sydney,  15th  January,  1799. 

In  answer  to   the  questions  your  Excellency  has  been 

pleased  to  submit  to  our  consideration,  we  beg  leave  to  reply  to 

the, — 

Ist.  That  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  Judge- Advocate  is  not  The  officers* 
authorised  by  the  Patent  to  issue  writs  but  in  conjunction  with  uonTn^ 
the  two  members  who,  with  the  Judge- Advocate,  constitute  the  Patent. 
Court,  because  the  Patent,  in  our  judgment,  expressly  enacts  and 
dii-ects  that  a  Civil  Court  of  Judicature  shall  constantly  be  in 
existence  for  the  purpose  at  all  times  of  dispencing  instant  justice, 
which  Court  is,  in  our  opinion,  alone  competent  to  decide  on  all 
actions  or  complaints  of  debt — altho'  it  has  hitherto  been  the 
practice  of  the  magistrates  to  decide  on  complaints  of  debts  for 
.small  sums,  a  practice  that  we  suppose  has  originated  in  a  mis- 
conception of  the  Patent. 

To  the  2nd : — That  the  members  of  the  Civil  Court  have  no 
right  to  deligate  any  authority  to  the  Judge- Advocate  to  issue 
any  writ  whatever,  unless  they  are  present. 

To  the  3rd  and  4th  we  answer  in  the  negative.  Their 

To  the  5th  and  6  th  we  answer  in  the  affirmative.  HunSr's* 

To  the  7th  and  8th  we  answer  in  the  negative.  queries. 

9th.  Is  a  subject,  in  its  nature,  of  such  extreme  delicacy  (Mr. 
Dore  not  being  present  to  account  for  his  conduct)  that  we  must 
decline  offering  any  opinion  on  it.  And  on  the  10th  we  are,  with 
submission,  of  the  same  opinion. 

11th.  We  conceive  neglecting  to  acknowledge  any  public  letter 
from  the  Governor  to  be  disrespectful  and  highly  improper. 

We  have,  &c., 
J.  Foveaux. 
Geo.  Johnston. 
Jno.  Shortland. 
John  McArthur. 
J.  T.  Prentice. 
Augustus  Alt. 
William  Balmain 
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1709  I  beg  to  answer  the  first  question'  by  a  simple  negative,  and  in 

21  Feb.     ^  ^he  others  I  perfectly  agree  wiUi  the  foregoing  signatures. 

H.  Waterhouse. 
R.  Johnson. 

To  the  first  question  we  answer  only  in  the  negatiTe,  and  to  the 
ninth  and  tenth  questions,  the  Judge- Advocate's  conduct  was  highly 
improper.  To  all  the  other  questions  we  are  of  the  same  opinion 
with  the  other  subscribers.  Wu.  Kent. 

S.  Mabsden. 

[EocIoBure  No.  14.] 
Judob-Adyocate  Dore  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Judge-Advocate's  Office,  20th  January,  1799. 

to^Hun^^  The  Judge-Advocate  has  the  honor  of  the  Gtovemor's  official  com- 
munication on  the  subject  of  the  meeting  conven'd  by  his  Exc^y  on 
Tuesday  last. 

The  Judge-Advocate,  in  obedience  to  the  Governor's  commaadB, 
will  certainly  pay  due  attention  to  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
chief  officers  of  the  colony.  At  the  same  time  he  presumes  that  it 
is  intended  to  regulate  future -proceedings  without  any  retrospect 
to  the  past^  the  cancelling  or  suspending  of  which  his  Exc'y  may 
be  assured  will  inevitably  be  productive  of  very  serious  incon- 
venience to  the  publia 

CoDstro^         In  the  copy  of  the  Patent  which  the  Governor  fnmish'd  the 

Patent.  ^  Judge- Advocate  with  for  his  instruction  the  words  alluded  to 
by  "his  Exc'y  are  omitted,  consequently  the  error  rests  with  the 
transcriber.  Otherwise  such  words  obviously  carry  with  them  a 
meaning  which  it  was  not  possible  to  have  misconceiv'd,  namdr, 
"  That  a  Civil  Court  of  Judicature  shall  constantly  be  in  existence 
for  the  purpose  at  all  times  of  dispensing  instant  justice."* 

P*"  fS***        The  Judge-Advocate  takes  leave  to  request  his  Exc'y  will  be 

loroopieBto     iii*  nut  •  ii 

send  home,  pleased  to  direct  a  copy  of  all  the  questions  proposed  at  the  meet- 
ing to  be  sent^  without  which  his  narrative  of  these  proceedings 
will  necessarily  be  imperfect,  and  a  chasm  appears  in  the  details 
which  his  friends  in  England  will  be  at  a  loss  to  account  for. 

A  rumour.  The  Judge-Advocate  is  surprised  to  hear  a  report  has  been 
current  at  Farramatta  that  Mr.  Atkins  shortly  expects  to  resume 
his  office  as  Acting  Judge-Advocate,  and  the  tone  of  exultation 
with  which  that  gentleman  has  thought  proper  to  give  out  that  he 
has  declai*'d  the  writs  lately  issued  to  be  null  and  void  seems  to 
afford  a  reasonable  conjecture  from  what  quarter,  and  to  answer 
what  temporary  purpose,  this  report  has  originated. 


*  These  words  were  qaoted  from  the  ofBoers*  reply  to  Hanter^B  first  questioa  (ante,  p.  XA 
They  were  not,  as  Dore  here  apparently  pretended  to  believe,  qaoted  from  the  Fatenu  See 
the  text  of  the  Patent,  Vol  i,  part  2,  p.  70. 
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[Enclosure  Xo.  15.]  I799 

GOVERNOE   HUITTBR  TO   J UDGE- ADVOCATE  DORE.  21  Feb. 

21st  January,  1799. 
The  Governor  has  no  other  observations  to  make  to  Mr.  Dore  Hunter's 
upon  the  sense  and  meaning  of  the  Patent  than  to  remark  that  ^^^^^ 
Mr.  Dore  is  desirous  of  putting  a  sense  upon  it  which  no  officer 
or  other  person  in  the  colony  can  admit,  as  appears  by  the  unani- 
mous opinion  laid  before  the  Governor,  and  in  which  he  perfectly 
coincides. 

The  transcript  of  that  part  of  the  Patent  which  has  been  the 
subject  of  consideration  is  correct ;  the  words  which  Mr.  Dore  A  cor- 
has  thought  proper  to  quote,  and  is  desirous  of  considering  as  the  ^°* 
express  words  of  the  Patent,  if  he  will  take  the  trouble  to  recur 
to  the  answer  made  by  the  officers  to  the  Governor's  first  question^ 
he  wiU  discover  that  it  is  the  language  in  which  those  gentlemen 
chose  to  convey  their  construction  of  the  sense  and  design  of  the 
Patent,  and  not  what  Mr.  Dore  is  disposed  to  imagine  may  be  the 
words  of  that  instrument. 

Mr.  Dore  presumes  that  the  opinion  of  the  Governor  and  The  officers' 
officers  is  intended  only  to  regulate  future  proceedings  without  <v*°*<>"^ 
any  retrospect  to  the  past.  But  as  Mr.  Dore  knew  long  before 
the  Governor  saw  it  necessary  to  collect  the  opinions  of  the 
officers  that  those  opinions  were  unfavourable  to  his  plan,  which 
they  have  not  hesitated  to  declare  illegal,  he  cannot  suppose 
that  they  will  sanction  what  they  have  so  oft«n  condemned  as 
wrong.  Mr.  Dore  has  had  very  early  information  upon  this 
subject,  but  has  chosen  to  hold  in  contempt  and  to  act  in  defiance 
of  such  opinions. 

Mr.  Dore's  observation  respecting  Mr.  Atkins  wou'd  have  been  Atkins  and 
more  properly  sent  to  that  gentleman.  The  Governor  desires  Mr.  '*' 
Dore  will  not  trouble  him  with  insinuations  of  a  private  nature 
which  respect  others,  and  with  which  he  can  have  no  concern. 
Mr.  Atkins  is  capable  of  answering  for  himself,  if  Mr.  Dore  has 
any  charge  to  bring  against  him.  He  shall  be  informed  of  the 
report  Mr.  Dore  has  heard  to  his  disadvantage,  and  he  may  per- 
haps be  able  to  trace  the  source  from  whence  it  came. 

Jno.  Hunter* 
[Enclostire  No.  16.] 
Judge- Advocate  Dore  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  Sydney,  22nd  January,  1799. 

As  no  part  of  our  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the 
Patent  seems  likely  to  remove  the  obstacles  which  have  occur'd 
in  the  construction  of  it,  I  shall  give  your  Exc'y  no  further  ^f^,^* 
trouble  than  merely  to  observe  it  appears  rather  extraordinary  oorrespon- 
that  the  tenor  and  meaning  of  so  important  an  instrument  shou'd  ^^^' 
VOL.  Ill — 2  o 
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have  been  misconceived  for  such  a  series  of  years,  and  by  so  maiiT 
able  and  intelligent  of&oers,  and  now  only  begun  to  be  understood 
because  the  Judge-Advocate  has  in  lus  professional  character 
offered  an  interpretation  of  it  which  your  Exc'y  is  not  disposed 
to  allow. 
Doreandthe  I  cou'd  have  wish'd  your  Exc'y  had  favoured  me  with  the 
names  of  those  gentlemen  whose  opinions  you  are  pleas'd  to  say 
I  have  held  in  contempt  and  set  at  defiance,  and  had  painted  out 
at  what  time  those  opinions  were  said  to  have  been  suggested  to 
me.  I  should  have  had  an  opportunity  of  convincing  your  Exc'y 
that  I  am  incapable  of  arrogating  to  myself  any  power  inoun- 
sistent  with  the  duties  of  my  office. 

You,  sir,  have  done  me  the  honor  in  more  than, one  or  two 
instances  to  say  you  left  the  exercise  of  those  duties  intirely  to 
myself,  in  full  confidence  of  my  judgement^  nor  did  your  Eic  y 
ever  express  any  doubt  to  me  as  to  the  legality  of  my  proceedings 
until  after  you  had  convened  the  officers  of  the  colony  and  taken 
their  opinion  on  the  subject.  Permit  me  to  remark  that  such  a 
measure  was  altogether  unnecessary,  so  far  as  my  sense  of  duty 
was  implicated,  since  I  shou'd  most  certainly  have  paid  even 
respect  to  your  Exc'y's  pleasure,  so  soon  as  it  had  been  signified 
to  me  either  officially  or  privately ;  and  after  observing  that  the 
affairs  of  the  trading  part  of  the  colony  are  every  day  getting 
more  and  more  confused. and  deranged  on  account  of  the  toti 
suspension  of  law  proceedings  (produced  by  this  recent  constrac- 
tion  of  the  Charter),  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  I  wait  your  Exey  s 
commands,  and  have  the  honor  to  remain,  &c.      •!>,«„,.    "Dore. 


Honter'f 
confidence 
in  Dore. 


DoreawAitB 

Hunter's 

pleasure. 


Construc- 
tion of  the 
Patent. 


[Enclosure  No  17.] 
GovEBNOB  HuiirTEB  TO  Judob-Advooate  Dobe. 
Sir,  23rd  January,  1799. 

I  have  no  inclination  to  dwell  longer  upon  the  subject  of 
that  Patent,  the  tenor  and  meaning  of  which  you  express  surpiizf 
should  not  have  been  understood  untill  now  ;  but  this  being  yonr 
opinion  ordyy  I  shall  observe  that  it  never  has  in  mine  been  m^ 
understood  untill  your  arrival  in  the  colony,  nor  have  I  upon  any 
occasion  which  concerned  our  Courts  of  law  had  difficulty  or  trouble 
in  my  public  situation  to  contend  with  until  that  period. 

The  meeting  which  I  assembled  was  for  the  purpose  of  a  full  apd 
complete  investigation  of  that  very  Patent,  and  the  only  difference 
Permanency  in  the  construction  of  its  sense  and  meaning  from  former  opinion? 
of  thecourt.  ^hich  that  assembly  entertained  was  that  it  appeared  to  be  tli» 
object  and  design  of  that  instrument  that  a  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdic 
tion  shou'd  be  constantly  in  existence  in  this  colony,  the  occasional 
members  of  which  being  at  all  times  known  cou'd  be  assembled  at 
an  hour's  notice  for  the  purpose  of  instant  justice. 
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It  is  impoflgible  X  shon'd  not  feel  astoniBhment  at  your  appearing      17M 
not  to  know  that  the  two  junior  members  of  this  last  Civil  Court     21  Feb. 
are  the  gentlemen  whose  opinions  you  appeared  by  your  treatment  ^  "J^^r 
of  them  to  hold  in  contempt,  and  to  have  set  at  defiance,  by  issuing  memben  of 
writs  from  your  own  authority,  after  they  had  publicly  and  in  your  ****  ^***^- 
own  presence  declared  them  illegal 

It  was  always  ray  wish  to  leave  the  dutys  of  the  Judge- Advocate  The  JucUre- 
to  the  sole  management  of   whatever  officer  might  have  been  i[^  thJ** 
appointed  by  his  Majesty  to  fill  that  office,  so  long  as  he  acted  Governor.    . 
consistent  with  that  instruction  by  which  he  shou'd  be  govem'd ; 
but  it  is  a  part  of  the  €k>vernor's  duty,  whenever  he  shall  see  just 
cause,  to  interfere  and  to  forbid  every  improper  innovation  upon 
those  instructions. 

You  are,  sir,  incorrect  in  your  observation  that  I  never  expres'd 
any  doubt  of  the  legality  of  your  proceedings  until  1  after  I  had 
convened  the  officers  of  the  colony,  because  on  the  20th  of  Dec'r, 
when  you  left  the  Court  in  the  extraordinary  manner  you  then 
did,  you  soon  after  callM  upon  me ;  I  on  that  occasion  gave  you  An 
my  sentiments  on  your  having  arrogated  to  yourself  a  power  of  interview, 
acting  independent  of  the  other  members  of  the  Court,  and  which 
in  my  judgement  was  illegal. 

I  have  no  will  of  my  own  to  gratify  or  indulge  contrary  to  the  Hunter'i 
general  good,  nor  am  I  disposed  to  medle  in  concerns  of  so  much  jj^^  *™* 
importance  as  those  for  which  the  law  has  so  amply  provided  ;  my 
desire  is,  that  the  instructions  we  have  been  supplied  with,  and 
which  appear  to  me  to  be  plain,  clear,  and  intelligible,  may  be  our 
coastant  guide.  There  does  not  seem  any  room  for  misconstruction 
by  the  trading  part  of  the  colony.  I  can  only  imagine  you  may 
allude  to  the  private  petty  dealers,  who  are  in  my  opinion  a  public 
pest,  a  class  of  people  ruinous  to  that  description  of  men  who  ought 
to  be  the  chief  support  of  the  colony — the  laboring  farmer. 

Our  ideas  seeming  to  differ  so  very  widely  in  points  of  some  Dore  hit 

consequence  is  sufficient  cause  for  my  desiring  that  you  shou'd  SSH^lger. 

consider  the  confidential  situation  into  which  at  your  own  solicita- 

iian*  I  had  chosen  you  as  now  at  an  end     t         j. 
'^  1  am,  drc., 

Jko.  Huntbr. 

Governor  Huntbr  to  The  Dukb  op  Portland. 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  2l8t  February,  1799.t 

The  increasing  perplexitys  which  have  of  late  attended  l^oom- 
some  of  our  law  proceedings,  and  the  present  appearance  of  party  P  ^  *^ 

*  In  Hanter  to  Portland,  25(h  May,  1798,  ante,  p.  890,  Hunter  stated  that  he  had  appointed 
i>ore  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

tFotfome  roMon,  nowunlcnown.  Hunter  antedated  thie  letter.  The  trial  of  Nkdiols 
occcand  in  the  middle  of  March,  and  there  is  evidence  to  show  that  Hunter  despatched 
thts  letter  in  or  about  the  month  of  June,  179». 
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The 

influence  of 
faction. 


Judge- 
Advocate 
Dorc. 


Party 
quairels. 


The  trial  of 

Isaac 

Nichols. 


His  employ' 
ment  and 
character. 


taking  place  in  our  Courts,  are  considerations  of  such  weighty 
importance  that  I  shou'd  consider  myself  highly  difficient  in  my 
attention  to  his  Majesty's  service  were  I  not  to  make  your  Grace 
acquainted  with  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  remedy  or  some 
instructions  on  the  subject.  My  separate  letter*  of  this  date  will 
in  some  degree  shew  from  whence  some  part  of  those  difficultp 
may  reasonably  be  suppos'd  to  arise  or  be  encouraged.  But  that 
your  Grace  may  have  the  most  clear  and  distinct  evidence  of  the 
prevalence  of  party  here,  operating  in  various  ways  to  the  injury 
of  the  public  service  and  general  interest  of  the  colony,  I  transmit 
some  circumstances  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  a  Court  of 
Criminal  Judicature  lately  held  here  for  the  trial  of  severed 
offenders. 

I  shall  only  remark  here,  my  Lord,  that  no  difficultys  of  the 
nature  alluded  to  were  ever  known  in  this  colony  formerly.  I  had 
vainly  hop'd  and  belieVd  that  the  Judge- Advocate,  lately  arrived, 
wou'd  have  proved  a  public  advantage  to  all  our  judicial  concerns, 
and,  thro'  that  means,  a  vast  relief  to  my  mind,  and  that  he  would 
have  convinced  the  whole  colony  that  he  wou'd  exercise  the  dutys 
of  his  office  in  the  most  independent  manner,  unconnected  with 
party  of  any  kind.  To  shew  how  far  I  am  warranted  in  saying 
that  a  party  exists  in  this  colony  for  the  most  indefencible  of  all 
purposes,  comenting  upon  all  the  public  measures  which  are  found 
calculated  to  interfere  in  any  degree  with  the  private  objects  and 
views  of  the  dealers,  whose  ruinous  traffic  I  have  said  so  much 
upon,  and  putting  the  most  inaplicable  and  malicious  constructions 
upon  them,  and  f orcasting,  wherever  it  may  be  possible,  stumbling- 
blocks  in  my  way  and  in  that  of  such  officers  as  may  have  spirit 
and  independence  enough  to  co-operate  with  me  upon  public 
service,  I  transmit  at  length  the  trial  of  a  man  whose  prosecution 
I  must  declare  to  your  Grace  has  appeared  to  me  to  have  been 
carried  on  thro'  a  chain  of  such  evidence  as  wou'd  not  have  been 
admitted  in  any  Court  of  law  in  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland  ;  the 
minutes  of  the  Court  will,  without  any  remarks  of  mine,  satisfy 
your  Grace  upon  the  subject.  But  it  may  be  necessary,  in  order 
to  make  it  clear  to  your  Grace  that  I  have  no  motive  but  the 
general  good,  and  that  my  representation  upon  this  occasion  prcv 
ceeds  from  a  most  ardent  desire  of  seeing  rigid  justice  administer d 
to  all  his  Majesty's  subjects  who  reside  here  under  my  authority, 
and  to  prevent,  as  far  as  it  may  be  in  my  power,  everything  which 
has  the  smallest  appearance  of  oppression,  I  judge  it  proper  to  point 
out  who  this  man  whose  sentence  I  have  not  confirm'd  is — Isaac 
Nichols.  He  was  chief  overseer  of  the  different  gangs  employed 
in  labour  of  various  kinds  about  the  tow^n  of  Sydney  and  its  vicinity. 
His  general  conduct  and  character,  after  an  experience  of  two 
years  and  a  half  in  that  station,  stood  high  in  my  estimation,  as 
well  as  in  that  of  Captain  Johnston,  my  aide-de-camp,  from  whom 

♦  Ante,  p.  547. 
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lie  in  general  receiVd  my  orders,  altlio*  frequently  from  myself  in      1799 
person.     He  was  of  more  advantage  to  the  prompt  execution  of     21  Feb. 
the  different  works  upon  which  he  was  employed  than  any  man 
of  his  line  in  the  service  of  Government  within  this  settlement. 
He  officiated  in  all  the  dutys  of  a  superintendant,  altho'  only  an 
overseer,  with  the  utmost  assiduity  and  most  conspicuous  diligence, 
and  sav'd  much  trouble  to  me  by  his  unwearied  attention.     Being  a  farmer 
a  free  man,  altho'  formerly  a  convict,  his  sentence  having  been 
expir'd  some  years,  and  being  a  most  examplary  character,  he 
iiad  a  small  farm,  upon  which,  having  no  sallery,  I  allowed  him, 
as  a  compensation  for  the  weighty  dutys  he  performed,  two  men. 
By  means  of  his  sobriety  and  industry  he  had  sav'd  as  much 
money  as  enabled  him  to  build  himself  a  comfortable  house  for 
the  accomodation  of  not  only  himself  and  his  family,  but  he  let  it 
occasionally  to  strangers  ;  and,  in  short,  this  man,  by  his  diligence 
and  sobriety,  was  prospering.     To  remove  from  the  service  of  »nd  a  pros- 
Government  a  man  so  truely  usefull  will  ever  be  an  object  with  ^^ 
those  whose  private  concerns  are  in  any  way  effected  by  a  close 
attention  to  those  of  the  public ;  he  therefore  became  an  object 
to  be  noticed,  because  he  stood  in  the  way  of  others. 

It  is  from  my  examination  of  the  minutes  of  the  trial,  the  nature 
of  the  evidence,  and  the  characters  who  appear'd  against  him,  that 
I  feel  myself  justified  in  pronouncing  the  verdict  erroneous,  as  far  An 
as  my  judgement  will  serve  to  direct  me.    Your  Grace  will  see  from  vSSfdS"* 
the  trial  itself,  which  is  herewith  inclos'd,  the  charges  exhibited 
against  this  man,  and  with  respect  to  the  convict  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  that  charge  I  shall  only  say  that  they  are  amongst  the  most 
abandoned  characters  in  this  settlement    Your  Grace  will  also  have  The 
the  votes  or  opinions  of  the  members  who  composed  the  Court,  as  evi<*«°<^ 
well  as  the  written  and  verbal  testimony  offered  to  the  character 
of  the  prisoner  and  produced  in  Court  from  respectable  authority s.* 
From  all  these  proofs  and  testimonials  your  Grace  will  observe  some 
ground  for  fearing  a  prejudice  in  the  case  of  this  man,  for  as  far  as 
the  hearsay  evidence  which  has  been  allow'd  against  him  has  been  heamj. 
consider'd  by  me,  there  does  not  i^pear  anything  like  proof  to 
convict  him ;  nor  can  I  admit  that  hearsay  evidence  shou'd  have 
been  suffered  on  so  serious  an  occasion  as  that  where  a  man's  life 
may  be  in  danger ;  yet  it  was  admitted  by  the  Judge-Advocate, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  inform  the  Court  in  what  instances  such 
evidence  cou'd  be  allow'd,  and  the  more  particularly  thro'  such 
characters.    In  short,  my  Lord,  it  will  be  a  happy  circumstance  for  unsatis- 
this  colony  when  its  Court  can  be  form'd  more  upon  the  plan  of  J^^ution 
the  mother  country,  with  an  upright  and  independent  Judge  at  its  of  court, 
head  ;  for  here,  my  Lord,  the  people  are  so  extrem'ly  bad,  so  very 

•  Note  btf  Oovemor  Hunter ;— Those  votes  I  shou'd  not  have  deeir'd  but  for  the  sole  pur- 
piiee  of  iDMingr  the  whole  of  this  trial  clear  and  distinct  to  your  Qrace,  and  to  shew  that  I 
liave  nifBcient  reason  for  disapproving  the  sentence. 
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1790      abandoned  in  prmciple,  that  if  this  kind  of  hearsay  evidence  is 
21  Feb.     admitted  in  our  Courts  for  the  trial  of  criminals,  or  are  in  any  way 
encouraged  to  come  forward,  there  can  be  nothing  so  easy  as  to 
fumiah  any  number  upon  any  occasion.     No  virtuous  or  honest 
character  can  feel  himself  safe ;  a  wicked  or  jealous  neighbour  msy 
p]an  his  destruction,  and  with  ease  obtain  this  kind  of  proof  to 
endanger  his  life ;  and  if  ever  party  shall  get  footing  in  our  Courts 
Honest  men  ruin  to  the  colony  and  all  its  concerns  must  inevitably  ensue.    An 
in   ang«r.     innocent  man,  if  he  has  any  enemy s — and  few  are  wholly  without 
— will  be  in  continual  danger.     These  circumstances  demand  m 
the  Governor  of  this  colony  the  most  rigid  and  scrupulous  examin- 
ation of  the  minutes  of  every  trial,  and  before  he  ventures  to  affix 
his  assent  to  the  verdict  he  ought  to  consider  the  whole  evidence 
and  circumstanoe&     Well,  he  shou'd  use  every  means  to  satisfy 
his  own  mind. 

But  here,  my  Lord,  you  will  discover  by  the  inclos'd  letter  of  the 

Judge- Advocate  to  me,  No.  3,*  in  answer  to  mine,  No.  2,t  that  he 

Anunautho-  has  voted  at  a  meeting  of  magistrates  for  carrying  the  sentence  of  a 

^  *      Court  into  execution  without  waiting  for  my  approval.    This  man, 

my  Lord,  has  us'd  the  authority  of  other  magistrates  without  their 

knowledge  to  support  his  view  of  snatching  out  of  my  hands  an 

essential  part  of  the  executive  authority  of  the  Governor.    Your 

Grace  I  am  convinced  will  pardon  my  expressing  myself  rather 

warmly  upon  such  occasion,  but  I  must  declare,  my  Lord,  that  had 

an  opportunity  been  within  my  power  I  shou'd  have  order'd  him 

Dore  to  retum  to  England.     It  is  evident  he  is  influenced  by  a  party 

withwti     *o  ^t  as  he  has  done,  and  such  appearances  will  be  ever  dangerous 

sanship.       to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  settlement.     The  people  see 

the  prevalence  of  such  party,  and  as  many  seditious  characters  are 

to  be  found  amongst  us,  I  conceive  such  appearance  injurious  to 

Hunter's      his  Majesty's  authority  and  government.     If  any  grievances  or 

attitude.       oppressions  were  found  to  exist  on  my  side,  or  were  felt  to  proceed 

from  me  by  any  one  person  of  any  discription  within  this  territory, 

they  shou'd  be  made  known  in  order  to  their  being  got  the  better 

of.     Whatever  may  be  the  meaning  or  design  of  such  confederacys, 

I  shall  only  assure  your  Grace  that  I  will  be  found  what  I  ought 

to  be— firm  and  ditermin'd. 

The  Surely,  my  Lord,  the  written  testimony  offer'd  by  myself  and 

Nichois.  ^  others  to  the  character  of  the  prisoner  Nichols  we  had  reason  to 
hope  would  have  had  some  weight  where  so  small  a  majority  voted 
him  guilty  ;  but  instead  of  its  having  been  usefuU  to  the  man  with 
that  part  of  the  Court,  had  he  appear'd  from  respectable  proofs  to 
have  been  guilty  to  the  fuD  extent  of  the  charge,  his  sentence  cou'd 
scarsely  have  been  more  severe.  It  is,  I  confess,  my  Lord,  evident 
to  me  that  there  was  a  point  to  be  gain'd.  I  cou'd  coment  largely 
upon  this  trial,  but  it  may  be  improper  I  shou'd.     I  have  therefore 

*  Poet,  p.  6ia  t  Post,  p.  eo9. 
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only  to  request  that  your  Grace  may  receive  some  law  opinionB      1790 
upon  it  after  the  different  papers  have  been  examined,  and  satisfy     21  Feb. 
your  own  mind  how  far  my  ideas  have  been  proper.     I  may  then 
be  instructed  upon  this  subject  when  I  have  next  the  honour  of 
disjpatches  from  your  Grace. 

Your  Grace  will  also  receive  the  trial  of  another  prisoner  whose  A  bad 
character  has  ever  been  bad  in  this  colony.*     It  will  appear  that  ***'»<*^« 
the  Court,  in  deciding  upon  this  prisoner's  case,  were  divided  in 
their  judgement,  there  being  (according  to  the  J.-Advocate's  account 
to  me)  two  naval  officers  who  found  him  not  guilty.     One  officer 
of  the  same  description  found  him  guilty  in  part,  but  not  to  the 
extent  of  capital  punishment.     The  three  military  officers  found  An  uiegai 
him  guilty,  death,  and  the  Judge- Advocate  gave  his  casting-vote  ^^  "^ 
for  his  death ;  so  that  by  this  last  vote  there  is  a  majority  for  this 
man  suffering  death.     But  as  the  Patent  expressly  directs  that 
execution  shall  not  take  place  unless  five  out  of  the  seven  members 
concur  in  the  verdict  untill  such  time  as  his  Majesty's  pleasure 
shall  be  known,  the  sentence  of  this  man  will  therefore  continue 
suspended  untill  I  shall  receive  his  Majesty's  commands  upon  it. 

Since  I  wrote  the  above  another  prisonerf  has  been  convicted  A  d^th- 
and  cast  for  death  by  the  same  majority — the  J. -Advocate's  casting- 
vote.     This  man  being  under  similar  circumstances  with  the  one 
above  mention'd,  his  trial  is  also  inclos'd.  |     He  was  an  evidence  in 
favour  of  the  prisons  Nichols,  and  complains  that  his  misfortune 
has  arisen  from  that  circumstance,  but  with  what  justice  it  is  not 
possible  to  determine  at  present.     I  transmit  his  petition§  to  me  Petitioning 
after  condemnation,  and  a  letter||  which  he  wrote  to  one  of  the  grieve. 
members  of  the  Court.     In  this  letter,  as  well  as  in  onell  address'd 
by  the  prisoner  Nichols  to  the  members  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry  I  had 
order'd  to  be  conven'd,  the  minutes  of  which  I  send  herewith,  your 
Grace  will  observe  the  steps  pursued  by  certain  persons  therein 
nam'd  to  draw  confessions  from  this  wretched  young  man  under 
the  pressure  of  his  misfortunes  and  melancholy  situation,  and 
with  a  promise  of  obtaining  his  pardon  for  the  purpose  of  farther 
criminating  the  prisoner  Nichols,  and  confirming  the  justice  of  the 
sentence  past  upon  him,  because  I  have  consider'd  that  sentence 
erroneous.     These  attempts,  my  Lord,  in  my  judgement,  serve  only  Attempt  to 
to  occasion  suspicions  unfavourable  to  that  decision.    When  officers  •"^^^^ 
can  so  far  forget  themselves  as  to  enter  a  common  goal  for  the 
purpose  express'd  in  those  letters,  what  can  we  suppose  but  that  a 
party  of  men  have  confederated  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  some 
particular  point;  and  that  point  has  appear'd  to  me  to  be  the 

*  The  evidence  in  this  omb  is  lengrthy,  and  not  of  sufficient  interest  to  warrant  its  appear- 
ance in  these  pages. 

t  This  prisoner  was  the  convict  Lancaster,  whose  evidence  will  be  found  on  p.  601,  post. 
Be  was  pardoned  and  conditionally  emandps^. 

X  The  evidence  in  this  case  is  voluminous,  and  has  been  omitted. 
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1790      possession  of  an  aathority  which  they  shall  neTer  wrest  oat  of  mx 
21  Fei,^     hands  whilst  I  am  capable  of  holding  it. 

Statements  ^  ^^®  j«<lg'd  i*  nccessaiy,  in  consequence  of  the  letters  whiA 
br  oificm  I  received  from  the  three  military  officers  who  were  members  of 
rSSr*"^  the  above  Criminal  Court,  and  which  is  inclos'd  in  my  separate 
letter  of  30th  Aprily**  herewith  sent,  to  inform  those  naval  offioen 
who  were  also  members  of  that  Court  that  those  gentlemm 
had  proposed  to  make  observations  upon  the  trial  of  the  prisoner 
Nichols,  and  hop'd  I  wou*d  transmit  diem  to  your  Grace  with  my 
dispatches  :  the  naval  officers  have  in  consequence  requested  that 
I  will  transmit  their  observations  also ;  they  are  therefore  endos'd,! 
and  I  am  of  opinion  they  will  serve  altogether  to  shew  that  I 
am  well  warranted  in  suspending  the  immediate  execution  of  the 
sentence  passed  on  the  above  prisoner.  j  ,  . 

Jxo.  Hunter. 

[Enclosure  No.  1.] 
Trial  of  L  Nicholls.^ 
At  a  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature,  held  by  virtue  of  a  precept 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  his  Excellency  John  Hunter, 
Esqr,,  Captain-<ireneral  and  Govemor-in-Chief  in  and  over  his 
Majesty  s  territory  called  New  South  Wales  and  its  depen- 
dencies, on  Tuesday,  the  12th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  f»f 
our  Lord  1799. 
i\vMpc»aiio«  Present : — ^The    Judsre^Advocate,    Captain    Henry   Waterhouse. 
J^>^;,irt..  liewt^t  Willni.  Kent,  Lieut't  Matthew  Flinders,  lieut't  Neil 

M'Kellar,    Lieut\    James   Hunt  Lucas,   Ensign    Nicholas 
Bayly. 
I&.VAO  NicnoLLS  \^*as  placed  at  the  fiar  as  a  receiver  of  stolen 
gixnls.     The  prisoner  pleaded  not  guilty. 

ijN  >u  iKv  or  Riohani  Rtylis  (admitted  an  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  Crown):— 

Uv'iwl  IV}X)e^th  that  on  the  delivery  of  the  baskett  of  tobacco  (deposeil 

to  in  the  trial  of  Collins,  Vanderstein,  and  Chandler )§  he  was 
tiesirvd  by  Samuel  Wright  to  take  it  to  the  house  of  Isaac 
Nicholls  in  Sydney ;  that  he  accordingly  did  so,  and  about  the 
hour  of  r>  in  the  mom  g  he  wheeled  the  same  down  to  Nicholls's 
house,  and  enquired  for  Mr.  Nicholls  of  the  servant,  who  called 
his  master  down  and  asked  the  witness  where  Samuel  Wright  was, 
Th*  I  Varvt^  at  which  time  Wright  came  in  ;  that  NichoUs  and  Wright  oon- 
x^hloL        versed  Uigether ;  that  the  witness  heard  NichoUs  tell  Wright  if  he 

«  S«v  (h«  ^Atemmrs  of  Waterhome.  Ftindcn.  and  Kent— Post,  pp.  QS2  to  (SS&. 

X  TK^  |v\xwaii)r«  in  thi»  rentarkahle  trial,  thougfa  aoinewhat  lengrUiy,  are  given  in  full. 
on  acvtHini  (4  the  u|;ht  they  throw  upon  the  letelloin  existing  betveen  Hunter  and  tbc 
militarr  oilk>rrs> 

f  Th«w  triAb  had  pnceded  this. 
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would  come  in  the  evening  he  (NichoUs)  wo'd  pay  Wright  for  the      1789 
tobacco,  meaning  the  said  tobacco  the  witness  had  then  delivered,     21  Feb. 
and  by  the  order  of  Isaac  NichoUs  the  witness  deposited  the  said 
tobacco  in  a  right-hand  room  of  said  NichoUs's  house ;  the  witness 
was  then  told  by  Nicholls's  man  to  leave  the  wheelbarrow  and  call 
for  it  again  lest  there  sho'd  be  any  suspicion  about  the  tobacco ; 
that  a  few  hours  after  he  went  for  the  said  wheelbarrow,  and  was 
told  by  Nicholls's  woman  that  he  had  better  take  the  tobacco 
away,  as  the  alarm  about  Mrs.  Mullett's  robbery  had  spread,  and  The  aianu. 
the  constables  were  in  quest  of  the  stolen  tobacco  and  property ; 
that  the  witness  answered  he  would  call  for  it  in  the  evening ; 
that  he  took  away  the  empty  barrow,  and  as  he  was  returning 
therewith  he  met  Isaac  Nicholls  near  the  gaol,  who  asked  him 
where  Sam  Wright  was,  to  which  he  replied  he  was  coming  down 
Sydney  with  one  Jack  Colley ;   that  he  took  ye  wheelbarrow 
home  to  Joe  Taylor's,  from  whence  he  was  taken  into  custody  on 
suspicion  of  robbing  Mrs.   MuUett's  house  of  the  tobacco;  that 
Samuel  Wright  was  also  apprehended  afterwards ;  that  the  next  Bayiis  and 
morning  (Sunday)  he  and  Wright  were  discharged  ;  that  the  wit-  2Jj2t«i?^*' 
neas  then  went  home  to  Taylor's,  where  he  usually  resided,  when 
Taylor  expressed  his  surprize  at  seeing  him  out  of  custody  without 
an  hearing ;  that  the  witness  replied  he  thought  it  was  a  planned 
thing  between  Kable  and  Nicholls  to  detect  them  in  their  pursuits 
after  the  said  tobacco  supposed  to  have  been  planted ;  that  in  the 
evening  (being  Monday)  the  witness,  with  Wright,  went  together 
to  the  house  of  Isaac  Nicholls,  where  the  servant  informed  them 
said  Nicholls  was  not  at  home ;  that  in  the  course  of  the  same 
evening  they  called  again  at  Nicholls's,  when  the  servant  informed 
them  his  master  was  at  home,  and  accosted  them  thus,  "Oh,  you  Bayii8'8 
are  come  about  the  tobacco  1"  that  said  servant  went  up  to  said  JJ^^' 
Nicholls  and  brought  a  message  from  him  importing  that  the  tronaaction. 
tobacco  was  placed  between  two  rocks  near  the  new  house  building 
for  Mr.  Moore,  and  if  they  chose  to  go  for  it  they  might ;  that 
they  then  quitted  the  house,  and  the  witness  refused  to  go  for  it, 
saying  to  Wright  he  would  not  be  hanged  about  it ;  but  Wright 
said  he  would  go  for  it  if  he  could  get  a  boat,  to  which  this  wit- 
ness answered  he  was  sure  there  were  constal^les  set  to  watch  it ; 
that  the  witness  returned  home  to  Taylor's  house  and  related  what 
had  passed,  when  Taylor  observed  to  him  that  he  thought  it  was 
as  he  mentioned  from  the  circumstance  of  their  being  released  in 
the  morning ;  that  WilFm  Geary  was  present. 

Q.  hy  tlis  prisoner  to  this  witness, — Did  Wright  leave  my  house  Cro«8^ 
at  the  time  you  speak  of  as  to  the  delivery  of  the  tobacco  ?  NtehoS.     ^ 

As — Yes ;  they  both  went  away  together. 

Q. — After  Wright  and  you  were  released  out  of  custody,  did 
you  come  to  my  house  immediately  1 

A. — No ;  not  till  the  evening. 
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Q, — ^At  that  time  of  calling  on  me,  what  did  mj  servant  tell  me  ofl 

A, — As  before  stated,  of  the  tobacoa 

Q. — Was  you  present  when  my  man  told  me  yoa  was  come  for 
payment  of  the  tobacco  f 

A. — ^Yes,  but  could  not  hear  what  passed. 

Q* — Have  you  been  called  up  frequently  to  the  Judge-Advocates 
office) 

A, — Yes  ;  when  Mr.  Balmain  sent  for  me. 

Q» — Was  not  your  deposition  read  to  you  since  my  commitment  t 

A. — Yes ;  once  or  twice. 

Q. — Was  you  not  called  out  of  Mr.  Dore's  by  Mr.  Bahiwin  at 
the  time  of  my  examination  ) 

A, — ^Yes,  I  was. 

Q, — Did  you  not  stand  in  conversation  at  the  same  time  alluded 
to  with  Mr.  Bloodworth  and  Taylor,  the  painter,  about  thwe- 
quarters  of  an  hour  Y  I 

J. — Yes.     When  Taylor  was  sent  for  I  went  out  of  doors,  and  , 
Taylor  told  me,  as  he  had  told  Mr.  Balmain  all  about  it,  I  bad 
better  tell  the  truth,  as  they  were  hanging  me  as  fast  as  possbk 

Q. — Did  they  persuade  or  threaten  you  to  confess — ^meaning  Mr.  | 
Balmain,  Taylor,  and  Bloodworth  Y  I 

A, — Taylor  told  me  it  would  be  the  best  way  to  confess.  Mr. 
Balmain  threatened  to  put  me  in  irons.  I 

Q. — Did  any  of  the  persons  above  mentioned  tell  you  that  yoa  | 
would  get  clear  by  confessing  more  than  any  other  of  them  in 
particular  Y 

A. — Nobody  but  Mr.  Balmain. 

Q, — ^Why  did  you  deny  any  knowledge  of  the  business  at  first, 
and  afterwards  come  to  this  confession  Y 

A. — Mr.  Balmain  told  me  if  I  would  speak  the  truth  I  should 
not  be  hurt. 

Q. — Did  you  hear  any  person  say  that  when  you  came  to  the 
Court  you  would  make  a  bungling  story  of  it  if  you  did  not  recol- 
lect, and  that  he  would  have  you  to  remember  what  you  had  said 
in  your  deposition  Y 

A. — No.     Does  not  recollect  anything  of  the  sort 

Michael  Qeary. 

His  evidence  objected  to,  having  been  present  at  the  examina- 
tion of  the  last  witness.     Ordered  into  custody. 

James  Mansfield  (objected  to  for  the  same  reason,  but  overruled 
by  the  Court),  being  duly  sworn : — 

Deposeth  that  about  two  months  since  he  landed  his  captain, 
from  the  Reliance,  at  Qovemment  Wharf,  about  9  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  from  whence  he  went  with  the  boat  to  Mr.  Balmain's 
steps,  where  he  landed,  and  as  he  was  going  to  the  garden-house 
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belonging  to  Gapt'zi  Waterhouse,  a  man,  weU  drest,  passed  him      1790 
round  the  paling,  near  to  the  new  house  building  for  Mr.  Moore,     21  peb. 
and  walked  away  very  fast,  having  upon  his  shoulder  a  baskett     ,.— 
covered  with  a  cloth,  which  he  believed  to  be  a  baskett  of  tobacco;  drest"  thief, 
that  the  witness  said  :  "  You  are  in  a  hurry,  seemingly";  that  the 
})er8on  made  no  answer,  but  quickly  turned  round  the  paling ;  that 
the  man  thus  described  was  a  tall  man,  and  had  a  long  coat  on, 
and,  he  believes,  muscatoe  [sic]  trowsers. 

The  baaketts  of  stolen  tobacco  (produced  in  Court)  being  shewn 
to  the  witness,  he  says  the  baskett  the  man  was  carrying  was 
similar  to  one  of  these  ;  that  thinking  the  man  was  not  upon  a  good 
design,  the  witness  caJled  on  a  comrade,  Peter  Payne,  and  they 
vent  about  the  spot  where  he  saw  the  said  man,  in  quest  of  him, 
but  they  could  not  find  him. 

Q.  by  the  prisoner  to  this  witness. — Have  you  not  been  in  con-  'Dogrhettj^ 
versation  with  Dogherty,  the  taylor,  lately  ?  ^^  *^^'*''-  * 

A. — Yes.  On  Sunday  last  Dogherty  asked  me  if  I  knew  any- 
thing about  the  tobacco  that  had  been  stolen,  to  whom  I  gave  the 
above  information. 

<^.— Did  Dogherty  mention  a  person  named  Laoey  to  you  ? 

vl.-No. 

y.— Did  you  never  tell  any  person  who  you  suspected  the  person 
with  the  baskett  to  be  ? 

A, — Not  to  my  recollection ;  it  is  so  long  aga 

Heniy  Kable,  being  duly  sworn  : —  Evidence  of 

Henry 

Deposeth  that  about  the  middle  of  the  month  of  January  last  ^^^^ 
(about  the  20th)  he  was  sent  for  by  the  prisoner,  who  wanted 
to  speak  to  him ;  that  he  went  to  the  prisoner's  house,  and  the 
prisoner  told  him  that  an  odd  circumstance  had  happened  that 
morning;  that  his  (the  prisoner's)  servant  had  acquainted  him 
that  two  men  had  been  at  his  house  with  a  wheelbarrow,  and 
desired  to  leave  a  bag  there  with  its  contents  ;  that  his  servant  did 
not  permit  its  being  left  there,  but  referred  the  said  men  to  Miller's, 
▼here  there  was  a  warehouse  for  them  ;  that  the  prisoner  observed 
to  the  witness  that  the  two  men  seemed  to  be  in  a  flustration,  and 
had  some  words  together  that  his  (the  prisoner's)  servant  did  not  His  meetin^r 
understand ;  that  one  of  the  said  men  took  what  was  supposed  JjJJ^icr. 
tobacco  in  a  blue  jucket ;  that  the  other  man  wore  a  light  drab 
jacket,  and  that  they  did  not  go  to  said  Miller's,  but  directed 
their  course  towards  the  hospital ;  that  since  the  time  of  the  said 
men  calling  prisoner  told  the  witness  be  had  heard  Mrs.  Mullett 
luid  been  robbed,  and  the  prisoner  said  he  had  every  reason  to 
believe  it  was  a  basket  of  tobacco  in  the  said  bag  that  had  been 
stolen  from  Mrs.  MuUett's,  as  his  servant  had  observed  from  the 
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1790  mouth  of  the  bag  being  open  that  the  contents  were  tobacco.  And 
21  Feb.  prisoner  farther  told  the  witness  that  if  he  would  look  well  roand 
about  Mr.  Balmain's  or  the  magazine  he  might  find  it,  being  so 
light  in  the  morning  that  it  was  not  possible  for  them  to  convey 
it  far  without  discovery.  The  witness  then  asked  the  prisoner  if 
he  wo'd  accompany  him  in  search  thereof,  as  he  (the  witnessi, 
being  a  constable,  had  the  morning  before  found  three  baskets  of 
the  like  description ;  that  they  went  in  quest  thereof,  but  tbeir 
search  was  fruitless ;  that  the  witness  then  left  the  prisoner  at 
home,  and  in  the  course  of  the  same  day  apprehended,  of  his  owt 
Apprehen-  accord,  Wright  (since  executed)  and  Baylis,  on  suspicion  of  being 
wrigrht  and  Concerned  in  Mullett  s  robbery,  and  detained  them  until  the  next 
itaJyTia.  day,  when  ye  witness,  by  order  of  Mr.  Balmain,  a  magistrate, 
released  them  ;  that  whilst  said  Wright  and  Baylis  w^ere  in  confine- 
ment the  witness  discovered  the  tobacco,  but  did  not  i-emove  it  in 
order  that  from  the  planting  of  a  constable  over  ye  same  some  dis- 
covery might  be  made  by  someone  coming  for  it,  but  that  no  one 
owning  it,  the  witness,  after  two  or  three  days,  had  it  conveyed  to 
Mrs.  Mullett,  to  whom  it  was  restored,  from  her  ascertaining  the 
property  to  have  been  stolen  from  her  warehouse,  and  having 
deposed  on  oath  thereta 

Evidence  of     Charles  Garratt,  of  the  Beliance,  seaman,  being  duly  sworn:— 
Oarratt.  Dcposeth  that  one   evening  at  the  garden-house  of  Captain 

Waterhouse  (about  six  weeks  since)  he  was  accosted  by  James 
Mansfield  (one  of  the  foregoing  evidences),  and  informed  that 
someone  had  gone  up  the  hill  with  something  on  his  back,  and  asked 
the  witness  to  go  in  pursuit  of  him,  who  answered  it  did  not  con- 
cern him,  and  he  would  not  go ;  that  Mansfield  then  went  awav. 
and  witness  retired  to  rest 

E\idenceof  Peter  Pavne,  being  duly  sworn  : — 

Peter  Payne.  J    ^  &         J 

Deposeth  that  on  the  evening  deposed  unto  by  Mansfield  he  was 
one  of  the  boat's  crew  with  said  Mansfield,  waiting  on  shore  at 
Mr.  Balmain's  steps,  when  said  Mansfield  told  the  witness  he  had 
seen  a  man  carrying  something  on  his  shoulder,  which  he  supposed 
was  tobacco,  and  asked  the  witness  to  go  in  pursuit  of  him,  but 
they  could  not  find  him. 

At  liolf-paBt  2  o^ clock  the  Court  adjourned  until  to-morrot^ 
morning  at  10. 

Wednesday,  March  13th,  1799,  at  10,  the  Court  met  pursuant 
to  adjournment. 

Evidence  of  James  Kemnant,  being  duly  sworn  : — 

R^Sant.  Deposeth  that  about  the  22nd  or  23rd  of  February  last  he  called 

at  the  house  of  Joseph  Taylor  to  inquire  after  a  sick  person  ;  that 
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he  entered  into  a  conversation  with  said  Taylor,  and  the  name  of      1789 

Baylis  was  ment'd  by  Taylor,  who  observed  that  said  Bay  lis  was  a     a  Feb. 

pnDcipal  evidence  against  Nicholls,  but  that  he  thought  Baylis 

would  not  say  anything  if  he  was  brought  forward,  for  that  he 

(Taylor)  well  knew  the  disposition  of  the  boy  (meaning  Baylis), 

and  that  he  was  so  fixed  in  his  mind  that  he  would'  not  be  bro't 

over  to  say  anything ;  that  Baylis  had  lodged  with  him  for  some 

time,  and  he  knew  his  disposition  better  than  anyone.     That  the 

witness  observed  he  was  going  up  to  Farramatta  if  the  wind  was 

fair;  and  Taylor  then  enquired  if  he  should  be  at  Toongabbee? 

Thai)  the  witness  replied,  ^*  I  daresay  I  shaU,  having  business  near  His  oonvor- 

thera"    That  Taylor  then  said,  "  You  know  the  boy,  Baylis  V  S^torT^^^ 

That  the  witness  answered,  "  Yes ;  he  had  seen  him  at  Toongab- 

bee,  and  also  at  his  house."      That  the  witness  said  he  should  go 

to  the  house  of  Jones  the  baker ;  that  Taylor  desired  the  witness 

would  enquire  of  Jones  where  Baylis  was — observing  he  believed 

he  was  at  work  at  Stapleton's  farm,  but  that  Jones  we'd  send  for 

him ;  that  the  witness  promised  Taylor  he  we'd  see  the  boy.  Taylor 

then  requested  of  this  witness  to  inform  him  that  everything  re-  Meenge  to 

mained  exactly  as  it  did  when  he  saw  or  heard  from  him  last ;  that  ®*y^^ 

no  doubt  he  would  be  examined  upon  the  business,  but  that  it  rested 

entirely  with  him  (meaning  Baylis),  or  words  to  that  effect    That 

the  witness  went  to  Toongabbee  the  following  mom'g  after  being 

with  Jones,  and  not  finding  Baylis  there,  asked  Jones  if  he  knew 

a  lad  of  the  name  of  Baylis,  who  replied  yes,  that  he  had  been 

there  the  evening  before  ;  that  the  witness  then  told  Jones  he  had 

a  message  from  Jos.  Taylor,  and  wished  him  to  be  sent  for ;  that 

after  some  enquiries  the  witness  saw  Baylis  and  delivered  him 

tbe  message  accordingly,  viz.,  that  no  doubt  he  wo'd  be  bro't  up^ 

and  that  some  little  promises  might  be  made  to  him  ;  that  Capt. 

Wilkinson  would  exert  himself  in  the  discovery  of  the  business  ; 

but  whether  he  chose  to  satisfy  Capt.  Wilkinson  by  giving  him  any 

information,  he  might  act  in  that  respect  as  he  (Baylis)  thought 

proper;  that  Baylis  thanked  the  witness,  and  told  him  he  sho'd  Bayiis's 

be  down  at  Sydney  the  Friday  following,  which  he  desired  the  wit-  ^^^' 

ness  to  inform  Taylor  ;  that  on  the  witness's  return  he  informed 

said  Taylor  thereof  respecting  the  prisoner.     The  witness  would 

not  take  upon  him  to  relate  any  particular  conversation  passing. 

Joseph  Taylor,  being  duly  sworn : —  Joseph 

Beposeth  that  about  three  weeks  since  he  met  the  prisoner  oppo-  evidence* 
site  the  house  of  Major  Foveaux,  in  Sydney,  who  asked  the  witness 
when  he  had  heard  from  the  young  one  (meaning  Richard  Baylis)  % 
Who  answered,  "  The  last  week."  That  the  prisoner  then  asked 
the  witness  if  he  thought  the  boy  (meaning  Baylis)  was  staunch  ? 
That  the  witness  answered  he  thought  he  was.  That  the  prisoner  His  conTer- 
then  replied  if  he  (meaning  Baylis)  was  staunch  in  this  he  should  Kichois. 
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the  stolen 
tolwooo. 


1791      never  want  for  anything  whilst  he  was  on  the  island — adding,  if  be 

21  Wb.  ^  staunch  in  this  nothing  oould  hurt  him  (the  pris<«er)  in  t^is 
afiair — meaning  the  affair  of  the  tobaooo  taken  by  Baylis  to  the 
house  of  the  prisoner;  that  some  time  after  the  prisoner  came  up  to 
the  witness  in  the  town  of  Sydney,  and  told  him,  the  young  one 
(meaning  Baylis)  was  sent  for  by  the  magistrates,  but  that  if  the 
boy  was  staunch  nothing  could  hurt  him  (l^e  prisoner) ;  that  Bayii^ 
who  lived  in  the  same  house  with  the  witness,  had  frequently  con- 
versed with  him,  and  had  told  the  witness  that  he  had  wheeled  one 
basket  of  tobacco  delivered  to  him  by  Wright^  for  the  purpose  of 
conveying  to  Isaac  Nicholls's  house,  and  that  he  (said  Baylis)  had 
so  done  by  taking  the  same  in  a  wheelbarrow ;  and  that  the  prisoner 
PurchMing  had  told  him  (said  Baylis)  to  come  again  for  the  money,  and  that 
*u-  -*^i_  when  he  went  for  said  payment  he  was  told  that  the  said  tobacco 
was  stowed  between  two  rocks,  and  he  might  fetch  it  if  he  woM ; 
and  that  he  told  ye  witness  Wright  accompanied  him  to  the  honse 
of  the  prisoner  on  that  occasion  ;  that  the  witness  advised  him  to 
have  nothing  to  do  in  the  business,  and  desired  him  to  leave  his 
house ;  that  he  went  to  Toongabbee.  Remembers  James  Remnant 
having  some  conversation  with  him,  but  will  not  say  that  he  sent 
any  message  to  Baylis,  as  stated  in  that  witness's  testimony,  or 
that  he  had  any  conversation  respecting  Mrs.  Mullett's  robbery. 
The  message  he  sent  to  Baylis  by  Remnant  he  declares  to  hare 
been  only  to  remember  him  to  the  boy. 

Q,  by  the  prisoner  to  this  witness, — Had  you  any  conversation 
with  one  Underwood  respecting  this  bus's  f 

A. — ^You  were  the  subject  of  some  conversation  when  I  worked 
at  Underwood's ;  and  the  reward  you  offered  in  a  public  advertise- 
m't  was  the  subject  of  it 

y. — Did  you  deny  to  Underwood  having  any  knowledge  of  the 
bus's  of  the  tobacco  or  knowing  anything  about  it  ? 

A — I  do  not  recollect  I  did,  and  if  he  had  I  sho'd  not  have 
answered  him. 

Q. — Did  you  not  always  suspect  Baylis  to  be  a  worthless 
character  ? 

A. — No,  I  did  not. 

■Q. — Did  not  Wright,  lately  executed,  frequently  lodge  at  yonr 
house  1 

A, — No,  he  did  not ;  he  has  been  at  my  house,  but  never  laid  in 
it  in  his  life. 

Q, — Has  not  your  house  been  frequently  searched  on  suspicion 
of  having  stolen  goods  therein  ? 

A, — Never  but  once,  and  then  no  property  was  detected  therein. 

Evidence  o(  James  Lacey,  being  duly  sworn  : — 

James 

Looey.  Deposeth  as  follows — but  first  premises  that  his  evidence  ^ss 

obtained  under  ye  following  circumstances,  and  fearing  imputation 


Cross- 
examined 
by  the 
prisoner. 
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may  attach  to  hk  testimony  relates  that  he  has  been  in  the  habits  1790 
of  intimacy  with  one  McDonald,  a  prisoner  for  debt  in  the  gaol  at  21  Feb. 
Sydney,  whom  he  used  to  visit,  and  in  the  course  of  such  access  to 
the  gaol,  Wright  (since  executed)  was  committed,  together  with  a 
man  of  the  name  of  Noble,  who  was  admitted  evidence  ag'st  said 
Wright ;  that  Wright  advised  with  the  witness  on  his  case ;  the 
witness,  knowing  that  Noble  had  not  been  sworn  in  as  an  approver 
for  the  Crown,  and  well  aware  of  the  bad  character  of  the  deceased, 
adriaed  Wright  to  turn  evidence,  and  by  impeachment  save  his  own  The  trial  of 
life ;  that  he  thereupon  wroto  a  letter  for  him  to  Mr,  fialmain,  and  ^"fi^**^- 
previous  to  the  said  letter  being  sent  the  witness  shewed  the  said 
letter  to  Henry  Kable,  the  keeper  of  the  gaol,  and  by  desire  of  the 
deceased  the  witness  ment'd  to  Kable  that  he  could  discover  Mrs. 
Mulletfs  robbery  and  the  receivers  of  the  property  stolen ;  that  to 
this  information  Kable  paid  little  or  no  attention,  saying  he  knew 
aofficient  about  it,  and  wanted  to  hear  no  more  of  it  Kable  then 
promised  the  witness  that  he  we'd  deliver  the  said  letter  to  Mr. 
Balmain  immediately,  and  that  this  transaction  was  on  the  day 
preceding  the  trial  of  the  said  Wright  in  the  afternoon  thereof, 
but  that  the  witness  hath  since  been  informed  by  Mr.  Balmain 
that  the  said  letter  was  not  delivered  to  him  until  the  next  morn- 
ing, about  the  time  when  Wright  was  just  to  be  put  on  his  teial 
at  the  Criminal  Court  (the  said  letter  produced  and  deposed  to  by 
this  witness,  and  is  as  follows,  vizt.) : — 

Sir, 

Sensible  of  the  enormity  of  my  offences,  and  wishing  tOHeofferoto 
live  to  atone  for  them,  if  I  am  admitted  as  an  approver  I  have  ye  ^^y^y^^ 
means  of  discovering  the  robbery  of  Mr.  Williamson  and  bringing 
the  perpetrators  to  justice.     I  am  well  aware  of  the  consequence 
of  trifling  in  my  evidence,  and  shall  therefore  be  clear  and  explicit 
by  bringing  such  articles  as  can  be  identified. 

Ye  repent't  serv't, 

Saml.  Wrioht. 

That  tho  witness  has  had  frequent  conversations  with  the  said  Aiie^ 
Wright^  in  the  course  of  which  Wright  repeatedly  told  him  that  between 
he  had  sold  the  prisoner  a  quantity  of  tobacco,  which  had  been  ^^^^  ^^ 
stolen  frcmi  Mrs.   Mnllett;  that  in  one  of  these  conversations    "^ 
Wright  exclaimed  that  he  had  lost  his  life  for  want  of  forty  shilPgs 
(that  this  last-ment'd  conversation  was  after  Wright  had  rec'd 
sentence  of  death) ;  that  he  had  applied  to  the  prisoner  (NichoUs) 
for  that  sum  to  carry  him  to  the  Hawkesbury,  as  he  feared  sus- 
picion, but  Nicholls  had  refused  him,  and  he  thought  it  an  hardship 
to  be  refused  so  small  a  sum,  considering  the  dealings  they  had 
had  tc^ether  and  the  sums  that  Nicholls  stood  indebted  to  him  in 
accounts  current : —  ^t^^^^ 

Q.   by  the  prisoner  to  this  witness. — Was  any  other  person  examiiuttion 
present  when  this  confession  came  from  Wright  respecting  me  1      p^ner. 
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1799  A. — Our  business  being  of  a  private  nature,  I  believe  not. 

21  Feb.  Q' — How  do  you  get  your  living  ? 

A, — By  working  at  my  trade  as  a  taylor  and  by  copying 
manuscripts. 

Q. — Was  you  not  ordered  to  stand  under  the  pillory  when  the 
SThe*^'°"  three  men  were  exposed  to  public  view  that  you  hired  to  perjure 
witness.       themselves  on  the  trial  of  Morris  ) 

A, — I  was  ordered  to  stand  there,  but  deny  the  commission  or 
the  smallest  implication  of  guilt,  and  I  conceived  it  an  extra 
judicial  proced^g. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  give  the  three  men  the  bills  that  you  obtained 
to  hire  ye  men  for  the  perjury  1 

A. — I  have  answered  that  question  by  the  former. 

Q, — Have  you  not  been  in  the  habit  of  calling  on  Bromfield  in 
the  gaol  daily  ? 

A. — Yes;  by  desire  of  Mr.  Balmain  I  attended  the  gaol,  but  not 
imrticularly  to  visit  Bromfield. 

Q, — Why  did  you  send  tea  or  coffee  to  Bromfield  mom  and 
even'g  repeatedly  in  the  gaol  ? 

A. — For  the  best  of  reasons ;  merely  because  I  thought  he 
wanted  it. 

Q. — Have  you  not  had  an  hatred  to  me  since  I  called  you  to 
Governm't  employ  by  order  of  Captn.  Johnston  ? 

A. — I  never  had  any  rancour  ag'st  you  neither  before  or  at  the 
present  time,  nor  was  I  ever  under  your  authority. 

Sot  S?°^°*  Henry  Kable,  being  duly  sworn  : — 

KftbiZ  Deposeth  to  the  letter  produced  ;  that  he  rec'd  the  said  letter 

about  3  o'clock  on  the  day  preceding  the  trial  of  Wright,  and 
admits  that  he  did  not  deliver  said  letter  to  Mr.  Balmain  until  the 
next  morning,  which  was  ye  day  on  which  said  Wright  was  tried 
and  convicted.  The  witness  further  adds  that  he  intimated  to 
Mr.  Balmain  before  the  time  of  writing  the  said  letter  that  Wright, 
thro'  McDonald,  a  prisoner  in  the  gaol  for  debt,  had  told  to  him 
the  purport  of  the  letter,  but  that  Mr.  Balmain  refused  to  admit 
the  said  Wright  as  an  evidence ;  that  the  day  said  letter  was 
delivered  him  he  went  twice  to  Mr.  Balmain's  therewith,  but  Mr- 
Balmain  not  being  at  home  he  declined  leaving  it. 

Wchard^  ^^  Richard  Broomfield,  being  duly  sworn : — 

Broomfleid.  Deposeth  that  the  morning  before  the  execution  of  Wright,  being 
himself  a  prisoner,  he  was  walking  in  the  gaol-yard  with  him, 
and  the  prisoner  NichoUs  happening  to  pass  by  the  gaol,  Wright 
exclaimed,  "There  is  the  man  that  is  the  cause  of  my  death  and  of 
my  being  here,  for  if  NichoUs  had  paid  me  for  the  tobacco  I  sho'd 
not  have  committed  the  crime  I  am  now  under  sentence  for";  that 
the  witness  asked  Wright  what  was  the  reason  he  had  not  been 
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paid,  who  relied  that  his  being  put  in  gaol  prevented  him,  and  he      1799 
understood  (on  his  first  commitment)  that  his  being  released  when     21  Feb. 
taken  up  on  suspicion  was  that  he  might  go  for  the  tobacco,  having 
rec'd  a  message  from  the  prisoner  Nicholls  informing  him  that  he 
(said  Nicholls)  had  removed  the  tobacco  to  the  rocks,  and  that  said 
Wright  may  take  it  away ;  said  Wright  further  informed  the  wit-  Wright 
ness  that  he  also  rec'd  another  message  from  NichoUs's  wife  that  in^^. 
be  must  go  for  the  tobacco,  as  the  constables  were  watching  it ; 
that  the  witness  asked  said  Wright  if  he  had  ever  applied  to  the 
prisoner  for  any  payment,  who  told  him  he  had  for  so  small  a  sum 
as  forty  shiirgs,  whidi  Nicholls  had  refused,  but  told  him  he  we'd 
get  him  a  passage  in  Uie  first  ship  going  for  England ;  that  the 
witness  asked  said  Wright  if  it  was  not  ill-done  of  Nicholls,  who 
answered  that  said  Nicholls  had  took  his  property  and  wanted  to 
have  him  taken. 

Q,  by  the  Court. — What  tobacco  do  you  allude  to  in  this  con- 
versation with  Wright,  and  how  do  you  know  the  prisoner  had 
anything  to  do  with  it  % 

A. — ^Wright  informed  me  it  was  the  tobacco  he  had  stolen  from 
Mrs.  Mullett  and  sold  to  Nicholls. 

Q.  by  the  prisoner  to  Broomfield. — Was  Wright  allowed  to  walk  ^^''JJJ^tj 
the  gaol-yard  the  day  before  he  suffered  1  by  the 

A. — He  was  walking  in  the  yard  even  on  the  morning  of  his  p*^®"®*** 
execution. 

Q, — Was  you  in  the  habit  of  reading  to  Wiight  ? 

-4.— Yes. 

Q. — Do  you  know  the  quantity  of  tobacco  Wright  said  he  had 
ddivered  to  me  ? 

-4. — No ;  he  never  informed  him. 

Q, — Has  Lacey  been  in  the  daily  habit  of  calling  on  you  in 
gaoU 

A, — ^Yes,  he  has. 

Q. — ^Did  Laoey  give  you  any  instructions  what  to  say  on  this 
trial? 

^.— No. 

Q. — Was  any  other  person  present  when  you  was  in  the  habit 
of  reading  to  Wright  t 

A, — ^The  prisoners  who  were  in  the  gaol  might  be  present. 

William  Johnson  (the  public  executioner),  being  sworn  : —  Evidence  of 
Beposeth  that  he  attended  Wright  to  the  place  of  execution  in  a  Johnaon. 
cart,  and  that  he  made  the  following  voluntary  confession : — When 
they  came  up  the  hill  in  sight  of  Simeon  Lord's  house,  said  Wright 
exclaimed  to  the  witness,  "That  is  the  house  for  which  I  am 
goiog  to  lose  my  life,''  and  he  asked  the  witness  for  a  drink  of 
^flkter,  which  was  given  him ;  that  whilst  the  water  was  getting 
be  the  said  Wright  looked  towards  the  house  of  Isaac  Nichollsi 
VOL.  Ill — 2  p 
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and  said,  "  Oh,  you  wicked  man,  Isaac  NichoUs,  had  yon  given 
me  the  money  you  owe  me  I  should  have  left  off  my  wicked 
ways,  and  gone  quietly  out  of  the  country";  that  the  witness  th«i 
asked  Wright  how  much  money  it  was,  when  Wright  answered. 
**  Upwards  of  £60";  that  the  witness  inquired  what  it  was  for. 
and  was  told  by  said  Wright  it  was  for  property ;  that  he  went 
down  to  Isaac  Nicholls  f or  <£20  one  eveng.,  when  Nicholls's  woman 
refused  him,  and  said  that  Nicholls  w'd  have  nothing  to  do  witl 
the  tobacco,  for  they  had  sent  it  on  the  rocks ;  that  said  Wright 
informed  the  witness  that  he  answered  said  woman  that  he  ven- 
tured his  life  for  the  tobacco,  and  it  was  his  property,  and  he  wo'd 
have  it ;  that  he  then  v/ent  away,  and  that  some  time  after  the 
said  woman  sent  him  the  following  message  :  "  Sam,  don't  go  near 
the  tobacco,  for  it  is  ton  ted.'* 

Q.  by  the  prisoner  to  this  witness, — Was  any  person  present 
when  the  above  confession  was  made  1 

A. — Wass  was  in  the  cart,  who  was  sentenced  to  be  flogged  at 
the  place  of  execution  at  same  time. 

At  3  o* clock  the  Cotf.rt  adjourned  until  to-nwrrow  morning. 
10  o'clock. 
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Thureday  morning,  10  o'clock,  March  14th,  1799,  the  Court  met 
pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Joseph  Wass,  being  duly  sworn : — 

Declares  that  he  was  in  too  much  trouble  at  the  time  he  was  ir. 
the  cart  with  Wright  and  the  executioner  to  remember  any  con- 
versation that  passed  between  them. 

Hugh  M'Donald,  being  duly  sworn : — 

Deposeth  that  he  had  frequent  conversations  with  Wright,  being 
at  the  same  time  a  prisoner  himself  for  debt  in  the  common  gaol ; 
that  said  Wright  frequently  advised  with  the  witness  on  his  turning 
evidence ;  that  the  witness  communicated  such  his  desire  to  Kable, 
the  keeper  of  the  gaol,  who  answered  the  witness  that  Wright  Lad 
no  such  intention,  and  meant  only  to  baffle  the  magistrates ;  that 
Kable  further  told  the  witness  it  was  of  no  use  Wright's  turning 
evidence,  tliere  was  enough  to  prove  the  robberies  without  him, 
and  that  this  conversation  passed  between  the  witness  and  Wright 
the  day  preceding  the  trial  and  conviction  of  said  Wright :  that 
the  witness  well  remembers  a  letter  being  delivered  to  Kable  about 
3  o'clock  on  the  day  before  the  said  Wright  was  tried,  which  letter 
was  written  by  one  Lacey,  and  in  the  presence  of  each  other  given 
into  the  hands  of  Kable,  who  went  to  Mr.  Balmain's  therdwith, 
and  returned  saying  Mr.  Balmain  was  not  at  home,  but  he  would 
faithfully  deliver  said  letter  that  evening  or  the  next  morning. 
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Thomas  Smith,  being  duly  sworn  : —  17M 

Deposeth  that  on  the  day  before  the  execution  of  Wright  he  was     21  Feb. 
in  the  town  of  Sydney,  and  near  the  gaol  he  met  with  William  Evidence  of 
Wright,  the  brother  of  the  deceased,  and  entered  into  conversation  gjjjj!^** 
with  him,  when  the  witness  recommended  to  said  William  Wright 
that,  as  his  brother  was  about  to  suffer,  it  wo'd  be  adviseable  that 
he  sho'd  explain  under  the  gallows  about  the  tobacco  that  was 
stolen  and  sold  to  Isaac  Nicholls,  to  which  said  William  Wright 
replied  he  had  asked  his  brother,  who  informed  him  Nicholls  had  t^J^^^wiuiain 
received  some  of  it ;  that  he  (the  deceased)  had  himself  delivered  said  that  the 
the  tobacco  to  Nicholls ;  and  further,  that  at  the  time  of  such  ^"®^ 
delivery  Nicholls  promised  him  (the  deceased)  that  if  he  wo'd  call 
in  an  hour's  time  after  said  delivery  he  (Nicholls)  would  pay  him 
for  it ;  that  the  deceased  told  his  brother,  who  related  this  conver- 
sation to  the  witness ;  that  he  did  so  call,  and  that  Nicholls  then 
told  said  deceased  that  he  would  not  have  anything  to  do  with  the 
tobacco,  for  he  (Nicholls)  had  hidden  it  in  the  bushes,  and  told 
deceased  he  wo*d  go  and  shew  him  where  it  was,  and  that  there  was 
a  constable  or  two  ready  to  take  him. 

Q.  by  the  prisoner, — Did  Wm.  Wright  observe  to  you  when  or  Cro»- 
at  what  time  this  happened  ?  brSe"**'"*" 

A — No.  prisoner. 

Q, — How  long  have  you  left  Jos.  Taylor's  house  ? 

A. — Fourteen  weeks  next  Sunday. 

Q. — How  long  did  you  lodge  at  Taylor's  house? 

A, — From  the  time  the  Barwell  arrived  until  I  went  to  live 
with  Captn.  McArthur  at  Parramatta. 

Q. — Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  Jos.  Taylor  lately  ? 

.4.— Yes. 

Q. — ^Was  any  person  present  at  the  time  you  had  the  conversa- 
tion you  have  given  in  evidence  with  William  Wright  ? 

A. — Nobody. 

Captn.  John  McArthur,  being  duly  sworn  : —  Evidence  of 

Deposeth  that  the  last  witness  is  his  servant,  and  that  he  Macarthur. 
informed  him  on  the  evening  preceding  the  execution  of  Saml. 
Wright  that  in  a  few  days  he  wo'd  be  made  acquainted  with  a 
circumstance  that  would  astonish  him,  and  on  being  interrogated 
what  that  circumstance  was,  he  replied  that  Saml.  Wright  would 
confess  at  the  gallows  that  he  had  been  concerned  in  the  robbery 
of  Captn.  Wilkinson,  and  that  Isaac  Nicholls  had  rec'd,  or  agreed 
to  receive,  part  of  the  tobacco  stolen  from  Mrs.  Mullett's  house, 
the  property  of  Captn.  Wilkinson. 

Willm.  Balmain,  Esq.,  being  duly  sworn  : —  Sxjfr*"^*^®' 

Deposeth  that  Henry  Kable  informed  him,  the  witness,  that  the  B^'n^a'"- 
prisoner  Nicholls  told  Kable  where  the  tobacco  was,  and  expressed 
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himself  obliged  to  Nicholls  for  the  informaiicm,  and  in  oonyereataon 
with  said  Kable  he  informed  the  witness  that  he,  as  gaoler,  reported 
Sam.  Wright  as  an  hardened  man,  and  ihat  he  coold  extort  no 
confession  from  him. 

Prisoner  has  no  question  to  propose  to  this  witness. 

Here  the  evidence  for  the  prosecution  closed. 

Prisoner's  defence  (in  writing)  : — 

The  warr't  of  commitment  charges  me  with  having  rec'd  stolen 
goods  knowing  the  same  to  be  stolen.  On  the  back  of  iUs  commit- 
ment I  am  charged  with  being  an  accessory  before  and  after  fact 
As  to  three  of  the  indictments  I  consider  them  a  mere  matter  of 
form,  and  as  to  the  fourth  I  am  so  conscious  of  my  innocence  that 
I  conceived  it  unnecessary  to  object  to  its  relevancy — the  pitifiil 
set  of  evidence  adduced  in  support  of  this  prosecution  has  no 
doubt  impi*essed  the  minds  of  this  truly  respectable  Court  in  vhat 
di^;ustf  ul  manner  the  prosecution  has  originated. 
.  The  wretched  character,  Baylis,  so  glaringly  prevaricated  in  his 
evidence  that  did  I  not  forbear  giving  trouble  to  the  Court  I  vo'd 
have  insisted  for  his  being  committed  and  tried  on  ihat  head,  bat 
he  is  so  notorious,  and  such  a  wretched  character,  ihat  I  suppose 
this  honorable  Court  will  consider  his  evidence  as  false  framed  and 
maliciously  invented,  and  that  no  attention  whatever  will  be  paid 
to  it  You,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  call  to  mind  the  position  in 
which  he  stood,  how  totally  unprepared  he  stood  to  my  questicms^ 
and  how  evident  it  must  appear  to  you  from  his  declaration  that 
he  is  at  heart  a  villain ;  positively  Ids  looks  sufficiently  prove  him 
to  be  what  he  is — a  most  consummate  and  a  most  wretched  being. 
Advert  to  his  evidence ;  look  at  his  palpable  prevarication,  and 
say,  as  God  directs  your  consciences,  whether  or  not  his  testimonj 
is  worthy  of  any  the  least  credit,  and  will  you  take  upon  yoiu^ 
selves  to  say  that  he  has  not  in  several  instances  been,  guilty  of 
perjury.  He  appears  to  be  of  that  description,  and  indeed  his 
conduct  proves  him  to  be  a  being  who  for  the  lucre  of  one  shilling 
wo'd  sacrifice  his  soul  was  it  at  his  command.  It  is  not  long  ago 
since  he  was  tried  for  robbing  Miller,  the  baker,  and  was  he  to 
disclose  to  you  the  robberies  he  has  committed  it  would  readily 
convince  you  what  he  is ;  but  I  conclude  him  too  trifling  for 
notice. 

James  Lacey. — If  any  difference  appears  twixL  this  and  the 
wretch  above  mentioned,  it  is  thus — Lacey  has  sense  enough  to 
be  too  great  a  rogue  without  a  tutor,  and  Baylis  is  not ;  he  is  only 
guided  by  others.  Lacey  is  too  notorious  a  character  to  escape 
public  notice ;  he  was  sent  to  Norfolk  during  the  time  of  Govt. 
Phillip,  and  from  some  of  lus  illicit  practices  there  the  Grovemor 
of  that  island  caused  him  to  be  extended  in  the  form  of  a  spread 
eagle  against  some  post  or  railing,  with  an  iron  ooUar  round  his 
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neck,  and  an  inscription  or  label  affixed  to  his  back,  enjoining  the      1790 
public  not  to  converse  with  or  have  any  ccanmnnication  with     2iF»b. 
him ;  and  he  admits  his  standing  under  the  jHllory  here,  but  ^^  -^^ 
denies  that  there  was  any  authority  for  being  there.     The  Provoftt- 
Marshall  can  prove  the  authwity  he  had  to  cause  him  stand. 
This  witness  mentioned   my  having  an  account  current  with 
Wright.     How  false  !     But  it  is  the  hearsay  evidence  of  Lacey 
which  can  have  no  effect ;  there  is  not  a  word  from  any  other 
witness  to  confirm  it^  with  him  being  a  most  dangerous  character, 
and  that  under  pain  of  corporal  punishment.     He  has  since  stood 
under  the  pillory  at  Sydney  whilst  three  men,  namely,  Luke  under  tho 
Norminton,  Wm.  Osborne,  and  John  Colly,  stood  in  the  pillory,  p*"®'^'- 
exposed  to  public  view,  for  giving  fake  evidence  on  the  trial  of 
Morrison,  to  which  they  say  were  bribed  by  Lacey.     He  received 
from  Morris  two  bills  to  pay  these  unfortunate  men,  but  he  did 
not  find  it  convenient  to  part  with  it,  and  how  far  his  or  their 
evidence  is  admissible  let  this  honorable  Court  determine.     It  is 
a  fact  not  to  be  denied  that  he  is  a  person  wholly  addicted 
to  gambling;  that  he  thereby  gains  a  livelihood  with  the  few 
pitiful  pence  he  receives  from  the  gaol  prisoners  for  stating  their 
grievances. 

Richard  Broomfield. — This  is  a  person  who  was  under  my  direc-  a  detected 
tion  in  Govt,  employ,  and  who  I  detected  in  stealing  com  from     ^' 
Govt,  stock-yards,  and  upon  his  being  so  detected  he  struck  me 
repeatedly,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  interference  of  Mr.  Lay- 
cock  and  Serjt. -major  Jamison,  he  would  have  deprived  me  of  my 
life ;  he  has  since  declared  *'  that  had  it  not  been  for  them  he 
wo'd  have  taken  care  that  Nicholls  never  sho'd  detect  another 
stealing  com ;  that  revenge  was  sweet,  and  if  he  had  it  not  then, 
he  would  in  a  few  days."     And  since  my  confinement  Lacey  is  ••Poiuhhiff 
constantly  attending  him  in  gaol,  polishing  his  memory.  memory." 

William  Johnston. — ^This  exemplary  character,  the  hangman,  I  ^^ 
need  not  say  much  about  him.      I  flatter  myself  it  is  the  first  hangman, 
instance  ever  known  of  the  common  executioner  being  admitted 
'evidence.     He  humbly  apprehends  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  laws 
of  En^and ;  but  let  this  honorable  jury  give  their  determination. 
No  doubt  this  hero  will  exult  in  the  idea  of  my  falling  into  his 
hands.     Some  weeks  ago  Kable  and  myself  detected  two  men  steaiinfir 
carrying  com  from  the  house  of  Johnston  to  the  house  of  Mrs.  ^™* 
MoUett,  which  they  told  us  they  were  to  exchange  for  liquor.    The 
quantity  of  com  they  then  had  might  have  been  about  six  or  seven 
bushels,  which,  together  with  Johnston  and  the  two  other  men, 
▼ere  ta^en  to  the  Judge- Advocate's  office,  who  ordered  the  com 
to  be  returned  to  Crovemm't  stock  and  one  of  the  men  to  be 
punished.      And  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  but  Johnston  would 
have  been  also  punished  could  any  other  person  be  found  to  exercise 
hiso£5ce. 
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1799  Joseph  Taylor,  a  painter  and  glazier. — ^This  is  a  diaiacter 

21  Feb.     always  suspected  of  the  most  atrocious  crimes,  and  the  constables 

\bad —       have  frequent  occasion  to  search  his  house  for  stolen  property. 

character.  His  house  is  of  the  worst  fame.  Sam'l  Wright,  who  lately  died, 
as  also  tliis  Bay  lis,  frequently  lodged  at  his  house.  So  a  tree  is  t4> 
be  known  by  its  fruit.  Taylor  is  a  man  for  life,  and  no  doubt  will 
go  any  length  to  procure  friends  to  extricate  himself  from  that 

A  question    dilemma.     Is  it  consistent  with  reason  that  I  would  entrust  tiiLj 

probabUity.  man  with  any  secrets  ?  that  I  would  disclose  my  mind  to  him  ia 
the  street,  a  man  witli  whom  I  had  no  intimacy  ?  No !  But  lie 
is  come  forward  with  the  glaring  evidence  you  have  heard  to  excul- 
pate himself  and  his  associate  (Bay lis) ;  but  no  doubt  the  arm  of 
justice  will  soon  overtake  them. 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I  will  comment  but  little  on  the  evidence 

which  has  been  adduced  for  the  prosecution,     I  cannot  hesitate  to 

proTOcution  *''^*^'^  ^^^^  *  prosecution  so  pregnant  with  malice,  cruel tj,  and 

'  oppression  never  was  set  on  foot.      The  most  minute  investigation 

has  taken  place,  yet  I  flatter  myself  all  the  shafts  of  envy,  all  the 

darts  of  malice,  cannot  stain  my  reputation,  which  has  remaineii 

for  years  totally  untarnished. 

Hunter's  I  have  called  on  his  Excellency  GovV  Hunter,  whose  testimony 

priaoner'8  **  is  to  me  the  most  pleasing.     To  you  it-  must  be  conclusive  and 

rectitude      satisfactory.     It  must  appear  to  you  as  a  bright  star  shining  and 

accompanying  truth  and  honor.      Can  you  for  a  moment  hesitate 

to  pronounce  me  an  innocent  victim  to  the^cruelty  and  oppression 

of  party  rage  1     But  let  domineering  cease.     His  Excellency  GotV 

Hunter  still  lives  to  crush  oppression  and  its  venomous  roots.   He 

is  the  fountain  of  mercy  and  spring  of  justice.     I  am  his  servant ; 

yet  he  has  condescended  to  sejid  me  a  written  chai-acter  to  thii^ 

Court  of  my  conduct  as  overseer. 

To  confirm  it,  I  afterwards  adduced  to  you  the  character  sent 
endorsed  by  by  George  Johnston,  Esq.,  his  Excellency's  aidde-camp,  and 
hi8  A.D.C.  others  under  them.  Yet,  of  what  am  I  accused,  and  where  is  mj 
prosecutor?  Some  tobacco  has  been  stolen  from  a  Mrs.  MuUett 
She  found  the  greatest  part  of  it^  if  not  all,  and  how  many  have 
been  accused  of  the  theft  ?  Numbers.  Yet  there  was  no  circum- 
stance that  appeared  favorable  for  the  prosecution  against  them. 
And  I,  who  never  saw  the  property,  must  be  thrust  into  gaol,  and 
brought  to  a  Criminal  Court.  -Aiid  why  1  Because  I  was  industrious, 
I  was  persevering,  and  I  was  fortunate ;  yet,  to  be  prosperous 
seems  not  to  be  fortunate.  It  has  brought  upon  me  unknown  and 
undiscovered  enemies  j  it  has  robbed  me  of  my  peace  of  mind;  it 
has  brought  on  my  family  sorrow  and  distress — but  my  consolation 
is  great.  My  conscience  cannot  reproach  me  with  having  acted 
yon  eivium  wrong.  I  dread  not  the  scorn  and  the  derision  of  the  public.  The 
enomous  tongue  of  slander  cannot  rob  me  of  that  consolation  with 
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which  innocence  shields  me.  I  appeal  to  you,  gentlemen  of  the  1790 
jury,  to  represent  my  character,  and  to  weigh  it  within  yourselves.  21  Feb. 
My  appeal  is  public ;  let  not  its  reply  be  private. 

But  observe,  gentlemen,  how  craftily  I  am  debarred  of  the 
evidence  of  Valentine  Wood.  He  was  my  servant,  and  for  that 
reason  must  be  included  in  the  prosecution* 

You  will  have  observed  in  the  course  of  this  trial  that  all  the  credibility 
evidence  ag'st  me  are  not  only  persons  of  the  worat  character  in  ®'  w»tn«8t««. 
colony,  but  people  who  have  supposed  themselves  injured  by  me — 
to  whom  they  say,  revenge  is  sweet — and  there  is  no  doubt  they 
we'd  not  let  an  opportunity  pass  to  do  me  an  injury.     The  situa- 
tion that  I  held  under  Government  placed  me  above  doing  any 
mean  action  or  becoming  a  receiver,  to  risque  my  character,  and, 
perhaps,  my  life,  on  such  an  occasion,  cannot  admit  of  a  thought. 
As  for  Broomiield  and  Lacey's  hearsay  evidence  it  is  hardly  worth  Hearsay 
troubling  the  Court  about,  unless  it  is  to  impress  upon  the  minds  *^^***^"*^^- 
of  the  jury  that  they  come  forward  maliciously,  and  with  an  intent 
to  convict  me  of  a  crime  I  never  committed. 

Let  us  next  attend  to  the  evidence  of  Mrs.  Mullett.  She  swears 
most  positively  that  all  the  Brazil  tobacco  is  hers  ;  but,  if  two  or  The  question 
more  rolls  were  added  to  her  number,  is  it  possible  that  slie  could  ownerehip. 
swear  to  which  was  hers.  Could  she  distinguish  her  own  from  the 
others  ]  No,  it  is  impossible.  The  evidence  of  Wood  would  have 
been  quite  sufficient  to  overthrow  all,  had  he  not  been  included 
in  the  prosecution  as  an  accomplice.  I  trust  his  character  is  what 
he  has  always  been  since  in  my  service.  His  honesty  is  great,  and 
if  it  was  necessary  he  might  have  a  number  to  establish  his  charac- 
ter, and  men  of  respectability. 

Consider,  gentlemen  of  the  juiy,  how  this  prosecution  com- 
menced.    A  warrant  was  granted  against  my  wife,  who  lay  on  a  Warrant 
sick-bed,  and  would  have  been  actually  committed,  and  my  property  iS.Nichoi8. 
exposed  to  the  rapacity  of  every  villain  in  the  colony,  had  not  the 
surgeon  upon  oath  declared  her  unable  to  move  out  of  bed. 

Gentlemen,  wlien  you  consider  that  it  was  but  the  other  day  that 
Lacey  was  guilty  of  subornation  of  perjury,  it  can  be  but  of  little  Value  of 
consequence  what  he  says.  Sometime  ago  I  had  Capt'n  Johnston's  l^^encc. 
orders  to  send  this  man  to  work.  I  often  called  upon  him  for  that 
purpose,  but  never  could  get  him  to  attend.  At  last  I  threatened 
to  put  him  in  the  iron  hutt  if  he  did  not  attend.  For  that  he 
causes  him  to  come  forward.  And  a  man  who  is  guilty  of  hiring 
others  to  perjure  themselves  will  not  be  nice  in  doing  it  himself. 

Baylis  says  he  wheeled  a  basket  of  tobacco  to  my  house,  that  I 
received  it  from  him,  and  ordered  it  in  a  back  room.    Remember, 
gentlemen,  the  character  of  this  man ;  he  was  tried  the  other  day  value  of 
for  housebreaking  ;  he  confesses  himself  a  notorious  thief  by  being  ^^enco, 
concerned  with  Wright  in  this  business.    When  he  was  first  taken 
up  he  denied  knowing  anything,  but  when  threatened  with  heavy 
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17M  irons,  and  to  be  stapled  down  to  the  floor,  he  thought  to  invent 
this  story  wo'd  save  him  ;  and  it  is  eyident  he  would  not  be  scra- 
pulous  of  perjury ;  it  is  evident  he  has  already  done  sa  Tou, 
honorable  gentlemen  of  this  Court,  will  give  Yaa  testimony  what 
credit  you  think  it  deserves,  and  that  in  my  opinion  is  none ;  hot 
LAnoi^Ure*8  Lancashire  proves*  that  at  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  he  w»8  at  my 
house  marking  some  bags,  and  heard  my  man  call  me  and  tdl  me 
<<  that  about  5  o'clock  that  morning  two  men  called  and  desired  to 
leave  a  bag  for  the  passage  boat ;  that  he  told  them  to  csny  it 
to  the  next  door,  Mr.  Miller's,  who  kept  a  warehouse  for  sach 
purposes ;  that  he  had  since  heard  Mrs.  Mullett  was  robbed  of 
some  tobacco,  and  it  struck  him  the  bag  these  men  wanted  to 
leave  contained  some  of  it."  On  my  asking  him  the  appearance  of 
the  men,  and  where  they  went,  he  told  me  that  one  of  them  with 
a  blue  jacket  took  the  bag  upon  his  shoulder  and  went  towanU 
Mr.  BaJmain's.  Lancashire  also  proves  that  I  sent  him  for  Kable, 
to  acquaint  him  of  this  circumstance.  Kable  proves  that  he  wm 
sent  for  by  Nicholls  about  7  or  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  told 
him  the  whole  business. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  not  my  wish  to  give  you  trouble.  My  con- 
science tells  me  that  I  am  accused  most  unjustly,  most  wantonly, 
and  most  cruelly.  You  are  judges  of  the  law  and  the  fact ;  and 
where  is  the  evidence  to  bring  home  guilt  to  me  ?  No,  gentlemen, 
I  can  appeal  to  the  all-seeing  God  to  testify  my  innocence,  and  the 
rectitude  of  my  conduct  commands  me  to  say  that  I  am  brought  to 
this  Bar  charged  with  a  crime  I  never  committed. 

I  am  arraigned  at  this  Bar  charged  with  four  several  indict- 
ments, and  what  are  they  1  You  have  seen  them ;  you  have  read 
them.  I  did  not  conceive  it  necessary  to  enter  into  any  defence 
as  to  three  of  those  indictments ;  and  as  to  the  fourth,  the  proof 
adduced  on  my  part  cannot  but  be  satisfactory,  and  end  in  my 
acquittal 

Gentlemen,  I  hope  this  day  will  crown  my  wishes.  I  h*^ 
anxiously  looked  forward  for  it,  for  an  investigation  of  my  con- 
duct since  I  have  been  in  the  colony.  Who  has  conEie  forward  to 
charge  me  with  any  other  crime — ^nay,  with  another  fault  f  Ncme, 
My  innocence  seemed  to  brighten  as  the  different  witnesses  ga^ 
their  testimony  against  me.  You,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  have  too 
much  penetration  not  to  discover  the  origin  of  thss  malicioos 
prosecution.  To  your  determination  the  whole  is  left.  And,  gen- 
tlemen, let  me  assure  you  that  this  determination^  whether  in  my 
acquittal  or  condemnation,  cannot  dismay  me.  God,  before  whom 
all  must  appear,  knows  my  most  secret  thoughts.  He  knows  1 
am  innocent,  and  was  I  led  from  the  Bar  to  the  scaffold  I  would 
go  with  the  same  serenity  of  mind.  To  you,  gent]em«i  of  ^ 
jury,  under  the  direction  of  God,  whose  oath  is  binding  on  joar 

*  See  Lftncashire's  evidence,  poet,  p.  601. 
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consciences,  I  commit  mjrseH      Tour  verdict)  I  doubt  not,  will      17M 
acquit  me  to  the  satisfactioa  of  the  world.  21  Feb. 

The  prisoner  requested  that  the  basket  of  tobacco  might  be  lOmS^g 
identified  HilSST" 

property. 

Mary  MuUett,  the  proeecutrix,  being  called  by  the  prisoner,  and 
duly  sworn,  was  asked  the  following  : — 

Q. — Can  you  distinguish  one  roll  of  tobacco  1 

A — ^No  farther  than  informed  by  the  constables  and  others  who 
recovered  the  stolen  tobacco  generally. 

(Six  basketts  produced.) 

Q. — ^Was  there  no  other  Brazil  tobacco  but  yours  ? 

J. — I  have  sworn  to  the  several  basketts  now  produced. 

John  William  Lancashire*  sworn  : —  evidence. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  being  in  my  house  the  morning  it  was 
reported  Mrs.  MuUett  had  been  robbe<l  ? 

A— I  do. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  any  particular  information  I  rec^d  that 
mom'g  f 

A. — I  went  to  Nicholls's  house  on  the  Sunday  mom' g,  wlieii  his 
servant  came  up  about  6  or  7  o'clock  and  told  prisoner  that  there  J^«  *ht^^ 
were  two  men  who  came  to  the  house  early  that  morning,  one  of  Nichols's  ° 
them  in  a  blue  jacket,  and  wanted  to  leave  a  bag  with  something  '^^'*^' 
in  it.  The  servant  (Wood)  made  answer  that  nothing  must  be  left 
there,  but  if  they  wo*d  take  it  to  Miller's,  which  was  a  warehouse, 
he  durst  say  they  might  leave  it,  and  that  the  man  in  the  blue 
jacket  took  the  bag  and  went  out  of  the  gate  toward  the  hospital, 
and  the  other  man  went  out  at  the  other  gate,  and  that  he  (the 
serv't)  had  just  heard  that  Mrs.  MuUett  had  been  robbed  of  some 
tobacco  that  night,  and  owing  to  the  confusion  the  two  men  were 
in  he  (the  serv't)  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  that  was  some 
of  the  property,  immediately  on  which  said  relation  the  prisoner 
desired  the  witness  to  go  for  Kable,  who  went  with  said  message 
accordingly.  The  next  day  he  heard  that  Kable  had  found  some 
of  the  tobacco. 

Q, — At  that  time  had  you  done  marking  the  bags  you  were 
employed  about  for  me  at  Uie  time  you  went  up  for  Kable  ? 

A — ^I  had  finished  the  whole  of  the  bags,  and  had  no  more 
business  at  prisoner's  house  that  day. 

*  lAOGMhiie  was  cbaived  with  QommiUinff  forgeir,  tottndffullty  and  sentenced  to  deftth. — 
(See  his  petition,  post,  p.  017.)  Hunter,  however,  reprieved  nim  pending  the  pleasure  of  the 
Kinff ;  and  on  the  13th  June,  1S02,  Oovemor  King  granted  him  a  conditional  emanc^iatton. 
In  the  Sffdney  Oazttte  ot  2Snl  March,  1806,  an  advertisement  appears  invitine  intending  pur* 
chasers  of  l«id  at  the  Brickfidds  to  communicate  with  **  J.  W.  Lancashire.'^ 


602  HISTOBICAL  BECORDS  OF   NEW   SOUTH  WALES. 

1799  Hugh  McDonald  duly  sworn  : — 

^\I^^'         ^' — ^^^  Wright,  the  deceased,  confined  in  ye  same  room  with 
Te«ti7n7ny    you  in  the  gaol  1 

prisoner.  A, — Yes ;  after  the  gaol  was  burnt  down,  and  he  had  liberty  to 

be  in  his  own  room  after  he  was  under  sentence  of  death. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  know  Broomfield  in  the  habit  of  reading  to  him f 
A, — Never, 
iiitcrcoui-se        Q. — Was  it  possible  Broomfield  could  have  read  to  Wright  irith- 
mSJmfldd    out  your  knowledge  ? 

and  \v light      j^^ — j^^^  j^^  could  not,  uuless  on  the  morning  of  his  execution, 
when  I  was  absent  some  time  from  my  room. 

Q. — Have  you  ever  observed  Broomfield  and  Lacey  in  conversa- 
tion together  during  the  prisoner's  confinement  ? 

A, — ^Yes,  and  before  his  commitment. 

Q, — Do  you  recollect  Wright's  ordering  the  room  to  be  cleared 
on  the  morning  of  the  execution,  to  speak  privately  to  his  brother! 

A. — I  do ;  early  in  the  morning,  and  the  room  was  cleared 
accordingly. 

Q. — Was  Wright  and  Broomfield  in  conversation  together  the 
day  before  Wright's  execution  ? 

A, — I  cannot  recollect  pai-ticularly  ;  to  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledge they  were  not 

Cross:  Q'  hy  the  Court, — Do  you  take  upon  yourself  to  swear  that 

the  Court.  ^  Broomtield  never  did  read  to  Wright  during  the  time  Wright  was 
imprisoned  with  him  ? 

A, — He  did  not,  unless  on  the  morn'g  he  was  executed. 

Q. — Did  you  never  leave  Wright  in  the  room  while  in  confine- 
ment, and  for  what  length  of  time  might  you  be  absent  from  Wright) 

A. — Yes ;  I  did  leave  the  room  occasionally  for  ten  minutes  or  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  at  a  time. 

Q. — Did  you  not  frequently  converse  and  walk  in  the  gaol 
yard  with  Turner,  a  prisoner,  and  during  such  converse  did  jou 
always  particularly  observe  that  Broomfield  was  not  in  company 
with  Wright  ? 

-1. — Yes,  I  was  in  the  habit  of  being  in  the  yard  with  Turner; 
thinks  he  might  have  been  in  the  room,  but  believes  he  did  not 
read  to  him. 

Q, — Will  you  swear  that  you  have  not,  directly  or  indirectlj, 
had  any  conversation  with  any  person  whatever  about  some  seed 
wheat  ? 

A, — No  ;  I  never  had  with  any  person  but  Mr.  Stogdell. 
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Samuel  Sparkes  swora  : —  1799 

Q.  hy  ike  prisoner, — ^Was  you  ever  in  the  habit  of  reading  to     21  Feb. 
Wright,  the  deceased,  in  gaol  ?  Evid^«  of 

A— Yes,  frequently.  s*°ikM 

Q. — Did  you  ever  know  of  Broomfield's  reading  to  Wright  during   **'  ^* 
his  confinement  ? 

A — Never  while  he  was  in  the  room  with  Wnght,  with  whom 
he  was  a  prisoner. 

0. — Did  you  ever  during  imprisonment  with  Wright  hear  Wright 
name  the  prisoner  1 

A. — ^No,  never. 

Q. — Could  Broomfield  have  read  to  Wright  without  your  know- 
ledge? 

A — At  times  I  was  out  of  the  room,  and  he  might  have  done  it. 

Q, — Did  you  observe  Lacey  and  Broomfield  lately  in  conversation  interooureo 
in  the  gaol  together?  ^^S^"„. 

A. — Yes  ;  frequently  seen  them  talking  together. 

Q. — Have  you  particularly  observed  that  Lacey  supplied  Broom- 
field with  necessaries  in  the  gaol  ? 

A — Yes ;  I  have  frequently  seen  Lacey  bring  down  tea,  and 
so  forth,  to  Broomfield. 

At  3  o'clock  the  Court  adjourned  until  to-morroio  morning^ 
10  o'clock. 

Friday  morning,  15th  March,  1799,  at  10.     The  Court  met 
pursuant  to  adjournment. 

James  Fealon,  one  of  the  constables  of  Sydney,  sworn  : —        Acon- 

Q. — ^Was  you  in  conversation  with  Broomfield  the  day  previous  evidence. 
to  the  prisoners  being  committed  ? 

A, — He  was. 

Q. — Relate  the  conversation  that  then  passed  respecting  the 
prisoner  ? 

A, — Broomfield  told  the  witness  that  nothing  was  so  sweet  as  a  threat, 
revenge,  and  he  hoped  to  have  it  soon ;  and  had  it  not  been  for 
the  ser'jt-major  he  sho'd  not  detect  another  person. 

Q,  hy  the   Court, — Did  you  at   that   time   understand  these 
expressions  of  Broomfield's  applied  to  the  pris'r  ? 

A— Yes,  I  did. 

Q, — What  reason  had  you  for  so  thinking  ? 

A. — Because  I  knew  there  was  a  falling-out  between  Broomfield 
and  the  prisoner  some  time  before. 

Thos.  CoUey  sworn  :—  j.^i^^„^  ^^ 

Q, — Did  you  ever  hear  Broomfield  say  he  wo*d  seek  revenge  oSitey. 
upon  me  if  he  waited  seven  years  to  come  ? 
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1799  A. — ^Tes  ;  that  he  wo'd  seek  revenge  of  the  man  that  got  him 

21  Feb.     punished  if  it  was  seven  years  hence. 

Q.  by  the  Court, — Do  you  recollect  when  and  where  this  con- 
versation took  place  ? 

jL — In  the  gaol,  two  or  three  days  after  Broomfi^d  had  been 
punished. 

Q. — Do  you  know  who  the  person  was  that  got  Broomfield 
punished  ? 

A. — J^o  further  than  the  g^oeral  report  of  the  people  that  it 
was  for  striking  Nicholls. 

Evidence  of  Joseph  WasB  sworn : — 

Joeeph  '^ 

waw.  Q, — Did  you  hear  the  deceased  Wright  knention  the  prisoners 

name  when  you  was  in  the  cart  gXHug  with  him  to  the  plaoe  of 
execution  ? 

A, — He  did  not. 

Q, — Is  it  possible  that  the  executioner  and  Wright  co'd  oonTerse 
together  without  your  knowing  what  they  said  1 

A, — Impossible  for  him  to  say,  from  the  situation  he  was  himself 
in. 
Evidence  of  John  White  sworn : — 

Q, — ^What  was  the  length  of  the  seat  on  which  Johnaoo,  WrigH 
and  Wass  were  seated  when  they  were  conveyed  together  to  the 
place  of  Wright's  execution  ? 

A. — ^The  breadth  of  the  cart ;  about  3  feet  5  or  6  inches. 

Evidence  of    William  Wright  (the  brother  of  the  deceased  Wright)  sworn  :— 

Wright.  Q, — Did  your  brother,  Saml  Wright,  make  any  will  and  testa- 

ment in  your  favour? 

A. — Yes.     (The  will  produced  in  Court.) 

Q. — Did  he  ever  mention  to  you  that  the  prisoner  was  indebted 
to  him,  or  mention  any  debts  in  the  will  ? 

A, — He  mentioned  verbally  four  different  debts  owing  from 
Wll'm  Harding,  Tho's  Acres,  Jasper  Harris,  and  Joeeph  Taylor 
to  the  deceased. 

Q* — Did  your  brother  ever  say  to  you  that  he  bro't  a  roll  of 
tobacco  to  the  prisoner's  yard  ? 

A, — He  declared  to  the  witness  that  himself  and  Bay  lis  had 
wheeled  a  basket  of  tobacco  into  the  prisoner's  yard  until  such 
time  as  two  men  went  past>  whom  they  took  to  be  constables, 
after  which  they  wheeled  the  tobacco  out  towards  the  garden  of 
Capt.  Waterhouse,  and  concealed  it  in  the  rocks, 
c^-exam-  Q,  hy  the  Court. — Did  your  brother  ever  mention  the  hour  of 
ConrtJ    *  wheeling  the  tobacco  into  Nicholls's  yard  1 

A. — The  hour  he  will  not  pretend  to  say,  but  he  told  him  tliat 
it  was  soon  in  the  morning. 
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Q. — ^Bid  he  tell  yon  where  he  intended  to  oonvey  the  tobacco  to,  1799 
had  they  not  seen  the  supposed  constafaleBy  or  did  you  never  ask  21  Feb. 
bimf 

.4. — ^No,  he  did  not.     He  never  aslced  him,  nor  did  he  enquire. 

Q. — Did  he  tell  70a  how  long  the  tobacco  remained  in  Nicholls's 
yard,  and  if  he  saw  the  prisoner  or  any  person  there  at  the  time  1 

A — No,  he  did  not  (in  answer  to  both  questions). 

Q. — How  came  your  bro'r  to  mention  to  you  that  NichoUs  did 
not  owe  him  any  money  ? 

A. — They  were  conversing  respecting  the  will  the  deceased  was 
about  to  make,  and  witness  asked  him  if  Nicholls  owed  him  any- 
thing ;  that  Nicholls  did  not  owe  him  an  halfpenny,  nor  had  he 
any  property  from  him  (the  deceased)  since  he  had  been  in  the 
country. 

Q. — Do  you  know  Thomas  Smith,  an  evidence  for  the  prosecu-  ThomM 
tion,  serv't  to  Capt  Mc  Arthur  1  ^"*^^ 

A — ^Yes,  he  doea. 

Q. — Had  you  ever  any  conversation  with  said  Smith  respecting 
the  prisoner,  and  what  was  such  conversation  1  Relate  it  to  the 
Court? 

A. — The  day  before  his  brother  suffered  he  was  in  conversation 
with  said  Smith,  at  Sydney,  who  desired  the  witness  to  advise  his 
bro'r  to  bring  Nicholls  to  justice  about  the  tobacco,  who  replied 
his  brother  had  not  told  him  anything  about  it 

Q. — Relate  to  the  Court  how  the  four  debts  alluded  to  as  due  to 
your  brother  were  and  for  what  contracted  1 

A. — Will'm  Harding,  £3  ;  knows  not  what  for.    James  Harris, 
£1  5s. ;  shirt  and  trowsers.     Thos.  Acres,  £1  10s. ;  3  bushells     • 
wheat     Joa  Taylor,  £1  6s. ;  balance  due  for  6  lb.  Brazil  tobacco. 

James  Underwood  sworn  : —  Evidence  of 

JftQ168 

Q.  bj  pritaner, — Did  Jos.  Taylor  glaze  any  windows  for  you  Undemooci. 
lately  ? 

J.— Yes. 

Q. — ^Did  you,  from  the  various  reports  that  were  in  circulation 
about  me,  knowing  the  intimacy  between  Baylis  and  Taylor,  think 
that  Taylor  could  tell  you  something  about  them  ? 

A. — ^Yes ;  he  thought  he  might  tell  him  something  about  it. 

Q. — Did  not  Taylor  observe  at  the  same  time  that  if  Baylis 
knew  anything  about  it  he  wo'd  have  made  him  (Taylor) 
acquainted  with  it  ? 

A, — ^Taylor  did  tell  the  witness  that  Baylis  had  lived  with  him,  Hearsay 
but  was  gone  into  ye  country,  and  that  Baylis  was  so  soft  and  «^*d«"<*- 
easy  a  fellow  that  if  he  had  known  anything  about  the  tobacco  he 
would  have  told  him  of  it,  and  the  witness  replying  to  Taylor  that 
he  supposed  there  was  nothing  in  it,  Taylor  answered  '^  No,"  and 
that  Baylis  never  did  tell  him. 
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1799  Q.  by  tlie  Court. — Had  you    aay   conversation   with  Taylor 

21  Feb      respecting  an  advertisement  o£  a  reward  held  out  by  the  prisoner 
for  the  discovery  of  the  person  who  had  defamed  his  character } 
A, — Not  at  that  time. 

Q, — Had  yon  at  any  other  time  conversation  with  Taylor  respect- 
ing the  advertisement  before  alluded  to  ? 

A. — ^Yes ;  before  that  time  of  his  coming  to  -finish  his  windows, 
and  he  believes  about  three  weeks  ago  last  Tuesday. 

Evidence  Rev.  Hichard  Johnson  sworn  : — 

Rev.  R. 

JohoBon.  Q.  — Do  you  recollect  attending  Saml.  Wright  during  his  sen- 

tence in  the  gaol,  and  on  the  day  of  his  execution  ? 

A — Certainly;  from  his  condemnation  to  the  day  of  his  execu- 
tion, and  twice  on  the  momg.  he  was  executed 

Q. — During  these  visits,  did  the  said  Wright  make  any  confes- 
sion to  you  ? 

A. — Respecting  his  own  guilt,  but  no  other  person's. 

Q. — Did  you,  on  the  day  of  his  execution,  ask  him  if  he  hod 
anything  to  say  to  you  in  particular  ? 

A, — ^Yes,  several  times,  and  on  the  morning  of  his  execution: 
but  he  confessed  nothing  particular. 

Q. — During  the  time  you  visited  Wright,  as  the  clergyman,  did 
he  ever  mention  the  prisoner's  name  to  you  ? 

A, — Never  that  he  recollects. 

Evidence  of  Charles  Gardner,  overseer,  sworn : — 

Gardner.  Q — How  long  have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  coming  to  mv 

house,  as  an  overseer  under  me  ? 

A, — About  two  years  and  an  half. 

Q. — Did  you  at  any  of  those  times  ever  see  people  of  bad 
fame  at  my  house,  namely,  Wright,  Baylis,  or  any  other  of  their 
description  ? 

A. — Never  to  his  knowledge 

Q. — Have  you  ever  seen  or  known  a  dishonest  act  by  me  in 
that  time  ? 

A, — Nothing  of  the  kind  that  ever  he  co'd  discern. 

Q, — Did  you  ever  observe  any  riots,  drunkenness,  gambling,  or 
any  other  disorders  in  my  house ) 

A, — Never ;  nothing  of  the  kind. 
CroM-eram        Q,  by  tlie  CourL — Have  you  not  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting 
Court.*  ^^^   the  prisoner  since  he  has  been  in  confinem't  ? 

A> — I  have,  several  times. 

Q, — How  long  have  you  ever  been  with  him  in  gaol  at  any  one 
time? 

A. — About  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  or  twenty  minutes^  when  I  have 
been  to  take  him  his  victuals,  at  one  time. 
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Q, — ^Who  have  you   generally  found   in   company   with   the      1799 
prisoner  on  these  your  visits  1  21  Feb. 

A. — McDonald  and  his  woman,  and  Wood,  the  prisoner's 
servant^  were  in  company  together  generally. 

Q. — Have  you  not  seen  Kable  or  Lancashire  frequently  with 
the  prisoner  in  conversation  at  the  gaol  ? 

A. — He  has  seen  Kable  in  the  room  with  the  prisoner,  but  does 
not  recollect  seeing  Lancashire  with  him. 

Q. — Have  you   not   seen   Kable  and   the   prisoner  drinking  The  pru- 
together  in  the  gaol  since  the  prisoner's  confinement  ?  tore  whUo  in 

A, — ^Yes ;  he  has  seen  them  drinking  together.  «aoi. 

Q, — Was  Kable  sitting  or  standing  at  such  time,  and  what 
other  persons  were  present  ? 

A. — He  was  sitting  generally,  and  the  persons  he  has  before 
named  present. 

Q. — If  in  the  habits  of  his  calling  at  Nicholls*s  house  had  such 
people  as  Baylis,  Wright,  &c.,  frequented  it,  could  they  have  been 
there  without  his  seeing  them  ? 

A. — Not  when  he  has  called  there,  as  he.  had  access  to  every 
part  of  the  house,  and  must  have  seen  them  had  such  people  been 
there  at  such  times  of  his  call  for  orders. 

Q. — Have  you  not  during  the  two  years  and  half  acquaintance 
with  Nicholls  been  repeatedly  absent  and  at  the  Hawkesbury  1 

A. — Twice. 

Q, — State  the  particular  time  you  was  last  tliei*e  ? 

A. — It  was  the  27th  day  of  December  last,  and  he  returned  to 
Sydney  on  the  16th  February  last. 

William  Miller  sworn : — •  Evidence  of 

William 

Q.  hy  the  prisoner. — During  the  time  I  have  been  a  neighbour  MUicr. 
of  yours  have  you  ever  known  me  keep  a  disorderly  house  ? 

^— No. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  see  Saml.  Wright,  lately  executed,  or  any  of 
his  associates  at  my  house  ? 

A. — No,  he  never  did. 

Q. — Did  any  servant  of  yours  ever  report  to  you  that  bad 
characters  frequented  my  house  ? 

A. — Never. 

Q. — During  the  time  of  being  a  neighbour  with  you,  did  you 
ever  know  a  dishonest  act  by  me  ? 

A — No ;  a  very  good  neighbour. 

Q.  hy  the  Court. — From  living  so  close  to  the  prisoner,  had  he  Croas-cxam- 
been  in  the  habit  of  harboring  bad  people  should  you  not  have  cJ^rt!*^  ^^^"^ 
known  it? 

A. — He  might  have  done  so,  but  he  never  has  seen  it. 

Q. — Are  you  in  the  habits  of  going  frequently  in  and  out  to  the 
prisoners'  yard,  house,  &c.  ? 
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1790  A. — He  generally  sends  his  servant  for  anything  he  may  want 

21  Feb.     there, 
g^^—  ^,  Daniel  Cubitt  sworn  :— 

cubitt  ^' — ^ui^uig  the  time  Uiat  I  have  been  a  neighbomr  of  yonn,  did 

you  ever  know  that  I  kept  a  bad  or  disorderly  hoosef 

-.4. — No,  never  did. 

Q. — Have  you  not  frequently  been  at  my  house  dating  the  lame 
w&  have  been  neighbours  ¥ 

A. — ^Yes,  often. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  see  the  deceased,  Wri^t,  or  any  of  his 
associates  at  my  house  f 

A. — No,  never  did. 

Q. — During  the  time  you  have  known  me,  did  you  ev»  know 
any  dishonest  act  by  me  whatever) 

A. — No,  not  to  his  knowledge. 
Crow^xAin-       Q,  by  the  (hurt. — ^Can  yon  take  upon  yours^  to  say  that  no 
^c^^  ^^  person  or  persons  of  bad  character  did  frequent  the  house  of  the 
prisoner  ? 

A, — I  cannot  say. 

Evidence  of  Thomas  Moore  sworn : — 

Moore.  Q,  by  the  prtBoner, — Have  you  not  known  me  for  a  long  time  I 

A, — I  have. 

Q. — Will  you  please  to  ascertain  my  character  to  the  Court  as* 
your  neighbour  1 

A, — I  have  always  found  the  prisoner  in  all  dealings  I  have  hsA 
with  him  punctual. 

Q, — Did  you  ever  know  any  dishonest  act  by  me  ? 

J, — No,  never  did. 

Q,  by  the  Court, — ^Had  the  prisoner  kept  a  disorderly  house, 
must  you  not  have  known  it^  by  being  so  near  anmghbour  to  him? 

A. — I  think  I  might ;  but  I  never  saw  it. 

Tho^  ^  Thomas  Smyth,  the  Provost-Marshall,  sworn : — 

Smj-th.  Deposeth  that  he  never  had  any  objection  to  the  prisoners 

character  in  general  until  this  affidr ;  always  thought  hin  a  sober, 

honest  man. 

Here  the  prisoner  closed  his  defence. 

The  Judge- Advocate  read  two  letters — one  from  Grovemor 
Hunter ;  the  other  from  Capt.  Johnston,  his  Excellency's  aidde- 
camp,  of  which  the  following  are  copies,  viz.  : — 

Gov't  House,  Sydoey, 
Sir,  13th  March,  1799. 

NiohoiA  aaka  Having  this  morning  received  a  letter  from  Isaac  NichoUs, 

torfr^'^  one  of  the  prisoners  now  before  the  Oo't,  in  which  he  requests 
Hunter.       that  I  will  lay  before  its  members,  in  writing,  my  testimony  of  his 


TRIAL  OF  ISAAC  NICHOLS.  609 

general  conduct  aa  an  overseer,  under  such  authority  as  I  had      1799 
thought  proper  to  place  him.     In  justice,  therefore,  to  the  man,  I     21  Feb. 
have  to  declare  to  the  Co't  that  during  the  whole  time  he  has 
officiated  as  the  principal  overseer  of  the  town  gangs,  and  such 
works  as  thej  were  occasionally  employed  upon,  he  performed  his 
duty  with  unremitted  assiduity.     His  sobriety,  diligence,  and  con- 
stant attention  to  such  orders  as  he  has  from  time  to  time  received 
from  Capt  Johnston  by  my  direction  was  such  as  to  give  me  the 
most  perfect  satisfaction  ;  and  as  I  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  Hunter's 
send  for  him  both  early  and  late,  and  to  give  him  directions  my-  5?£,2f*'***^" 
self,  I  can,  with  truth  and  justice,  assure  the  Court  that  I  never 
found  the  duties  of  his  station  so  well  executed  since  I  have  been 
in  the  country.     He  has  frequently  saved  me  much  trouble  by  his 
diligence;  and  with  respect  to  his  honesty,  I  have  never  entertained 
the  most  distant  suspicion  of  it. 

Should  the  Court  require  my  personal  testimony  as  a  stronger 
proof  of  the  good  opinion  I  have  hitherto  held  of  the  above  man,  I 
will  most  readily  appear  before  it  for  that  purpose. 

lam,  &c., 

Jno.  HuNTEa 

Dear  Sir,  Tuesday  morning. 

I  was  informed  yesterday  by  the  Provost-Marshall  that  Endorsed 
Isaac  Nicholls  meant  to  call  upon  me  for  a  character.    I  have  only  J J|S3^ 
to  say  that  for  near  two  years  and  a  half  that  he  was  under  my 
direction  he  always  behaved  with  the  utmost  honesty,  attention, 
and  sobriety.  I  am,  Ac, 

Geo.  Johnston. 

P.S. — ^If  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  give  the  above  evidence  on 
oath,  I  will  thank  you  to  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible. 

Sentence  of  the  Court. 

GuiUy. — Sentenced  to  fourteen  years'  transportation  to  Norfolk  ^®  *"' 
Island,  and  to  work  for  Government  in  the  common  gaol-gang 
until  the  time  of  his  embarkation. 

[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  Judge-Advocate  Dore. 
Sir,  3rd  April,  1799. 

I  have  to  desire  you  will  acquaint  me  whether  you  recollect  Thesentenoe 
my  having  informed  you  in  Government  House  that  I  suspended  suspended, 
the  immediate  execution  of  the  sentence  pass'd  by  the  Court  of 
Criodnal  Judicature  upon  the  prisoner  Isaac  Nicholls  untill  farther 
order.  I  am,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

VOL.  Ill — 2  Q 
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17fl9  As  no  immediate  answer  was  given,  the  following  note  was 

21  Peb.     written  : — 

4th  April,  1799. 

Hunter  The  Govemor  wrote  last  night  a  letter  npon  servioe  to  Mr. 

aSwen*  *°   Doro,  to  which  he  desires  an  answer. 

The  above  letter  was  written  to  the  Judge- Advocate  in  conse- 
quence of  the  GovV  having  received  information  that  sudden  orders 
had  been  issued  by  Mr.  Dore,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  body  of 
magistrates,  that  the  prisoner  Nichols  shou'd  be  immediately  put 
in  heavy  irons  and  ordered  to  hard  labour,  and  this  order  was 
instantly  put  in  execution  without  any  application  to  the  Govemor 
or  any  information  given  him  upon  it,  altho',  as  appears  by  the 
within  letter,  he  had  order'd  the  immediate  execution  of  the  sen- 
tence to  be  suspended  untiU  farther  order,  and  this  circumstance 
happened  some  time  after  sentence  had  been  passed,  and  during 
this  interval  he  continued  in  prison,  but  not  in  irons.  This 
extraordinary  order  gave  occasion  to  the  letter  and  note,  and  may 
serve  to  shew  that  some  point  was  to  be  gain'd  by  any  piucticable 
means. 

J.H. 

[Enclosure  No.  3.] 
JUDGE-ADVOCilTE   DOBE  TO   GOVERNOR  HUNTSB. 

Sir,  4th  April,  1799. 

Dore's reply.  In  answer  to  your  Exc*y's  favour  reoeiv'd  last  nighty  I 

beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  cannot  call  to  mind  the  precise 
words  your  Exc'y  made  use  of  in  regard  to  the  suspension  of  the 
sentence  of  Isaac  Nichols,  altho'  I  conceived  from  your  Exc'y's  con- 
versation on  that  subject,  and  from  your  having  dii-ected  a  oopy 
of  the  prisoner's  trial  in  order  that  the  case  might  be  transmitted 
No  offlcui  to  England,  that  you  had  it  in  contemplation  to  suspend  the  sen- 
notiflcation.  ^q^^qq^  ^nd  that  youT  Exc'y  wou'd  have  given  an  official  signi6cation 
accordingly. 

Your  Exc'y  will  find,  in  a  letter  I  had  the  honour  of  sending 
to  you  on  this  subject  some  days  since,  my  opinion  as  to  the 
cognizance  the  law  officers  in  England  wou'd  take  of  Nichols's 
case. 

Execution  of      At  a  full  meeting  of  magistrates  yesterday  (the  minutes  of 

aentences.     ^^iJch  are  herewith  sent)*  it  was  ordered  that  the  sentence  of  all 

persons  convicted  or  attainted  of  felony  shou'd  be  carried  into 

effect,  untill  your  Exc'y  had  made  known  your  pleasure  to  the 

contrary.  I  am,  &c., 

Rich;  Dork. 

*  Hunter  apparently  thougrht  these  minutes  too  unimportant  to  be  submitted  to  tiie  Doke 
of  Portland. 
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GovEBNOB  Hunter  to  Judge- Advocate  Dore.*  OFeb. 

Sir,  4th  April,  1799. 

I  have  received  your  letter  in  reply  to  mine  of  last  nighty  Hunter  and 
and  I  must  inform  you  that  you  appear  to  me  to  be  readily  dis-  ^'*- 
poeed  either  to  forget  or  misunderstand  such  of  my  verbal  directions 
to  you  as  do  not  correspond  with  your  own  wishes. 

The  magistrates  will  at  all  times  give  me  satisfaction  without 
reaching  beyond  the  sphere  of  their  proper  office. 

I  will  not  allow  any  person  to  interfere  with  my  immediate  pre- 
rogative, nor  will  I  suffer  the  executive  authority  of  the  Governor 
of  this  territory  to  be  snatch'd  out  of  my  hands  by  any  set  of  men 
within  its  limits. 

As  an  officer  at  the  head  of  the  law  department  in  this  settle-  Hunter'a 
ment,  I  conceive  it  a  part  of  your  duty  to  point  out  to  those  who  ttra'onSo 
may  have  occasion  for  such  information,  **  That  the  sentence  pro- 1*^- 
nounc'd  by  a  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature  cannot  be  carried  into 
execution  but  thro'  the  orders  of  the  oommander-in-chief  for  the 
time  being."     But  by  the  authority  which  you  have  considered 
proper  to  be  exercised  by  the  civil  magistrate  (according  to  the 
account  you  have  given  to  me  of  a  decision  come  to  yesterday  at 
a  full  meeting  of  those  gentlemen),  it  appears  they  have  assum'd 
a  power  of  ordering  a  criminal  from  the  Bar,  if  cast  for  death,  to 
the  place  of  execution,  without  waiting  for  the  opinion  or  appro- 
bation of  the  commanding  officer. 

Two  of  the  magistrates  whom  I  presume  you  allude  to  as  a 
part  of  the  full  Bench  I  have  read  that  part  of  your  letter  to ;  they 
appeared  astonished,  and  positively  denied  any  knowledge  of  such 
opinion  or  resolution. 

I  repeat  to  you  again,  "  That  I  suspend  the  immediate  execution  smpemion 
of  the  sentence  pass'd  upon  the  prisoner  Isaac  Nichols;  that  he  ^,}Smceon 
remain  a  prisoner  is  my  intention  at  present,  but  that  he  is  not  Niohois. 
kept  in  iron  or  order'd  to  labour  untill  farther  orders  from  me  for 
ihat  purpose,  e'  I  am,  <Ssc., 

JkO.  HUITFER. 
[EncloBore  No.  5.] 
Governor  Hunter  to  OppiCER8.t 
By  his  Excellency  John  Hunter,  Esq.,  Governor,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Whereas  reports  are  at  this  time  in  circulation  that  the  robbery  ihe  robbery 
lately  committed  on  the  house  of  Mrs.  MuUett,  and  from  which  a  o'tobaoco. 
certain  quantity  of  tobacco  had  been  stolen,  that  this  tobacco  bad 
been  carried  by  the  thieves  into  the  yard  or  house  of  Mr.  Robert 

*Tlw  letter  mnu  marked  by  Hunter  "  Addressed  upon  Service." 

tTheoffloervto  whonthis  precept  was  addressed  wore  the  Rev.  SMnuel  Manden,  Quarter^ 
master  lAycock,  Suripeon  Oeorge  Bass  (the  disooveror  of  Bass  Strait),  Assistant^rgeon 
ThanpsoD,  and  the  Acting  Commissary,  James  Williamson. 
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1799      Sidftway*,  and  there  they  attempted  to  conceal  it ;  but  that  being 
21  Feb.     disappointed  in  their  design  of  lodging  it  there,  they  had  carried  it 
to  the  house  of  Isaac  Nichols,  and  as  this  circumstance  is  of  much 
importance  to  the  above  Isaac  Nichols,  who  is  now  under  a  sentence 
pronounced  by  the  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature,  before  which  be 
was  tried  as  an  accessory  in  the  above  robbery  : — 
A  Court  of        You  are  hereby  requir'd  and  directed  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  tlie 
ip^Sed.    2nd  of  April,  at  12  o'clock,  and  call  before  you  Mr.  R.  Sidaway, 
Mr.  Jas.  Blood  worth,  and  all  such  other  persons  as  you  may  under- 
stand can  cast  any  light  upon  this  matter.     And  you  will  examine 
them  upon  oath  into  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  these  reports,  after 
which  you  will  forward  to  me  from  under  your  hand  the  particulars 
of  your  enquiry. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Government  House,  Sydney,  this 
Istof  Apnl,  1799. 

jxo.  huxter. 

Minutes  op  a  Court  op  Inquiry. 

Territory  of  New  South  Wales, 

2nd  and  3rd  April,  1799. 

p      Vi/»  1     ,1     )  Whereas  by  virtue  of  a  precept  from  under  the 
l>umDeriand,    [  .^^  ^^^  ^^j  ^^  y^^  Excellency  John  Hunter, 

^  ^^  '  j  Esqr.,  Governor  and  Captain-General  in  and 
over  his  Majesty's  territory  of  New  South  Wales  and  its  depen- 
dencies, &c.,  &c.,  <kc. : —  , 

We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  annexed,  assembled  this  2n(i 
day  of  April,  in  order  to  investigate  ye  nature  of  such  reports  as 
are  stated  in  ye  said  precept. 
Corapodtion  Present :— The  Reverend  Mr.  S.  Marsden,  J.P.  ;  QV-master  T. 
ofthecourt.  Laycock,  N.S.W.  Corps;  Mr.  Geo.  Bass,  Surgeon,  R«Uance; 

Mr.  Jas.  Thompson,  Assist.  Surgeon ;  Mr.  Jas.  Williamson, 
Act'g  Commiss'y. 
Robert  Sidaway,  being  duly  called  on  by  the  Court,  requested 
Richlrf^"*'  that  Richard  Verior  might  be  first  examined,  who  being  dak 
Verior.         swom,  deposes  upon  oath  that  Richard  Bayliss  brought  a  sugar- 
bag  on  a  wheelbarrow  ye  morning  Captain  Wilkinson  had  been 
robbed,  who  knocked  at  ye  door  of  Sidaway's  bakehouse  and  re- 
quested permission  to  leave  the  sugar-bag  there ;  when  deponent 
enquired  what  the  said  bag  contained,  Bayliss  answered   it  vas 
no  matter,  and  dep't  informed  him  he  had  orders  from  his  master 
for  no  person  to  leave  anything  there  without  his  knowledge,  and 
ordered  him  (Bayliss)  to  take  ye  said  bag  and  its  contents  away» 
which  he  did,  but  does  not  know  where  the  same  was  deposited, 
and  after  the  said  Bayliss  leaving  ye  yard  he  met  ye  deceased 
Sam'l  Wright,  and  they  went  away  together  and  took  ye  bag  and 

*  Probably  the  same  man  who  erected  the  first  theatre  at  Sydney.— Ante,  pw  4ie  (note). 
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ite  contents  with  them,  and  after  they  were  gone  dep't  informed      1799 
his  master  that  ye  aforesaid  persons  had  been  there  with  a  bag  on     21  Feb. 
the  wheelbarrow,  and  wanted  to  leave  the  same  there,  when  his  ^j^J^  ^. 
master  replied  he  had  acted  very  right  in  making  them  take  ye  Uie  stolen 
same  away ;  and  deponent  further  deposes  that  he  was  ye  same  *®^*«^- 
morning  going  down  for  salt-water,  and  as  he  was  returning  he 
met  the  said  Wright  and  Bayliss  with  an  empty  barrow,  but  does 
not  know  from  whence  they  came,  and  shortly  after  his  return  with 
the  salt-water  he  saw  Nicholls  and  ye  deceased  Wright  in  conver- 
sation together  in  the  old  barrack  near  to  Sidaway's  house. 

Q.  by  the  Court. — Do  you  recollect  ye  time  Bayliss  came  to  Cro«- 
Sidaway's  with  the  barrow  and  bag  1  SioComt.**^ 

A. — He  can^t  recollect  ye  time,  but  it  was  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  after  daybreak. 

Q. — How  long  was  it  after  Bayliss  had  been  at  your  master's 
house  before  you  saw  Wright  and  Bayliss  return  with  an  empty 
barrow? 

A, — About  an  hour. 

Q. — Where  did  you  meet  Bayliss  and  Wright  with  tlie  empty 
barrow] 

A, — Opposite  the  provision  store,  facing  Blinkworth's  house, 
coming  towards  his  master's  house. 

Q. — Had  you  any  idea  of  what  ye  bag  contained  1 

A. — None. 

Q. — Did  Bayliss  seem  inclined  to  dispose  of  what  ye  bag  con-  The 

±  •      1  n  ^  o  movements 

tamed  !  ofBayllsand 

>(.— No.  .  Wright. 

Q. — Did  you  enquire  of  Baylis  where  he  came  from,  or  where  he 
vas  going  ? 

A. — He  did  not. 

Q. — Did  he  say  nothing  more  to  you  than  that  he  wished  to  con- 
ceal or  leave  the  bag  with  its  contents  in  y'r  ma.ster's  house  ? 

A. — Nothing  more. 

Q, — ^When  Wright  and  Nicholls  were  talking  together  near  yV 
master's  house,  had  they  anything  that  appeared  like  a  package 
with  them  1 

A. — He  did  not  see  anything. 

Q. — Did  you  not  say  to  some  person  that  you  saw  the  bag  rolled 
into  Nicholls's  house  1 

A, — He  did  not. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  mention  the  circumstances  you  have  stated 
to  any  other  person  but  y  V  master  1 

^.— No. 

Robert  Sidaway,  being  again  called : —  Evidence  of 

Deposed  on  oath  that  on  the  Sunday  rooming  he  had  heard  of  sidaway. 
Captain  Wilkinson's  robbery  he  was  informed  by  Richard  Verior 
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1799      that  Wright  and  Baylies  wished  to  leave  a  something  at  his  bake- 

21  Feb.     house,  and  that  Yerior  having  his  doubts  whether  it  was  right 

ordered  them  to  take  it  away ;  and  deponent  sajs  that  on  the 

forenoon  of  the  same  day  he  saw  Wright,  and  asked  him  how  he 

dare  bring  anything  of  that  kind  to  depot's  house,  which  he  stippoaed 

was  Captain  Wilkinson^s  tobacco — the  report  being  then  general 

that  his  (Oapf  n  Wilkinson's)  house  had  been  robbed  of  tohaooo— 

Receiving     when  Wright  replied  to  dep't  that  he  had  sold  ye  tobacco  to  Isaac 

^^j^  Nicholls,  and  if  he  had  only  twenty  more  parcels  of  the  same  kind 

he  could  have  disposed  of  them  in  the  like  manner. 

Q. — ^Did  you  ever  mention  the  circumstance  to  any  person  pre- 
vious or  at  the  tryal  of  Isaac  Nicholls  1 

A. — He  mentioned  it  to  several  persons,  and  amongst  others 
Mr.  Balmain,  and  made  no  secret  of  it  whatever. 

Q, — Was  any  person  present  when  you  and  ye  deceased  Wright 
had  a  conversation  on  the  Sunday  morning? 

A — Not  any  person. 

Q. — Was  Wright  and  you  on  a  footing  of  intimacy  that  made 
him  reveal  to  you  the  robbery  of  Captain  Wilkinson  % 

A. — No  further  than  that  he  used  to  grind  wheat  for  me. 

Q. — You  say  Wright  told  you  that  the  tobacco  he  had  stolen 
he  sold  to  Isaac  Nicholls ;  what  then  do  you  suppose  was  ye  reason 
that  he  wished  to  leave  it  at  y'r  house? 

A. — He  can't  tell,  but  supposes  Wright  would  have  been  glad 
to  have  concealed  or  sold  it. 

Evideno*  of  Jas.  Bloodsworth  : — 

James 

wort?  Deposes  on  oath  that  Robt.  Sidaway  informed  dept  during  the 

time  of  Isaac  Nicholls*s  tryal  that  he  had  heard  by  Verier  that 
Bayliss  had  bro't  a  something  in  a  bag,  on  a  wheelbarrow,  to  his 
house  and  wanted  to  see  Sidaway,  and  that  Yerior  answered  his 
master  was  not  up,  and  he  should  not  go  and  call  him,  and  in  the 
meantime  ye  deceased  Wright  came  to  Bayliss,  where  he  ^w^ 
standing  with  the  barrow,  and  wished  to  leave  ye  bag  with  its 
contents  at  Sidaway's,  which  he,  Yerior,  refused,  and  ordered  him 

Hearsay.  to  take  ye  same  away,  and  then  went  and  infoimed  his  master 
what  had  happened,  and  on  the  Monday  following  ye  said  Wright 
came  to  Sidaway's  house,  when  he,  Sidawa^,  asked  him  how  he 
dare  bring  anything  of  the  kind  to  his  house,  when  he  answered 
he  thought  it  might  suit  him  as  well  as  any  other  person,  and  that 
if  he  had  twenty  he  could  take  them  to  Isaac  Nicholls  and  that  he 
would  have  them,  for  that  he,  Nicholls,  courted  him  for  them,  and 
that  Yerior  on  the  same  Sunday  saw  them  take  ye  bag  with  its 
contents  down  by  the  Mile  House,  and  about  7  o'clock  saw  Bayliss 
.  coming  up  the  camp  from  towards  the  Hospital  Wharfe  wili  an 
empty  barrow. 
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Q.hyihe  Court, — Did  you  ever  mention  to  any  person  or  persons      1799 

what  yoa  have  now  related  during  the  tryal  of  Isaac  Nicbolls  %         21  Feb. 

A. — Both  during  and  after  to  several  persons.  cro«^ 

ij. — ^To  whom  ?  examined 

ii.-^He  sent  for  Jas.  Lacey  and  related  the  circumstances  as  ^^ 
before  stated,  and  Laoey  informed  dept.  that  Yerior  had  been 
before  Mr.  Balmain  respecting  the  business. 

Jas.  Lacey  :—  ^^^^^^ 

Deposes  on  oath  that  the  substance  of  the  deposit'n  read  in  iJ^^ 
Court  of  Mr.  Ja&  Bloodsworth  is  tantamount  to  what  he  himself 
should  have  deposed. 

Captain  Henry  Waterhouse,  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Reliance : —    Evidence  of 

Onptain 

Deposes  on  oath  that  he  heard  from  Captn.  Johnson  that  ye  Waterhouse. 
tobacco  stole  from  Captn.  Wilkinson  had  been  taken  to  Sidaway's 
house,  and  knowing  that  was  no  part  of  the  evidence  gave  in  by 
Bayliss  on  ye  prosecution  of  Kicholls,  he  thought  it  was  not  true,  or 
that  if  it  were  it  was  much  in  favour  of  Nicliolls,  and  not  known 
at  ye  Court,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  (deponent)  called  Sidaway  out  of  his  house,  and  enquired  of  him 
whether  it  was  the  case,  and  Sidaway  replied  it  were,  and  that  it 
was  wheel'd  down  the  morning  of  Captain  Wilkinson's  robbery, 
and  that  Bayliss  was  the  man  ivho  wheeled  ye  same,  which  he 
had  been  informed  by  his  servant,  and  that  deponent  remarked  to 
Sidaway  that  it  appeared  as  if  they  did  not  know  what  to  do  with 
it,  when  he  answered  they  wanted  it  to  pat  it  in  his  bakehouse.  Attempt  to 
which  is  adjoining  the  dwelling ;  and  dep't  further  enquired  of  ^Ij^ien 
Sidaway  whether  it  was  the  same  tobacco  that  was  wheeVd  into  goods. 
Nicbolls's  yard,  and  believes  he  (Sidaway)  replied  that  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  answer,  but  that  ye  man  and  time  cor- 
responded, when  deponent  remarked  it  was  a  pity  it  was  not 
known  at  the  time  of  the  tryal  of  Isaac  NichoUs,  as  it  was  a  thing 
BO  much  in  his  favour.  Sidaway  replied  to  deponent  he  had  never 
made  any  secret  of  it  whatever,  and  that  he  had  told  it  to 
31  r.  Bloodsworth,  who  had  informed  ye  Judges,  and  whether  he 
(Sidaway)  had  mentioned  it  to  any  other  person  deponent  can't 
positively  say. 

Q.  by  the  Court. — ^Was  any  other  person  present  at  the  time 
this  discoui^se  occur'd? 

A, — He  does  not  recollect  seeing  any  person. 

The  Court  adjourn^  till  Wednesday^  ye  3rd  ivist,  at  8  0^ clock. 

Michael  Gary,  being  duly  sworn  : —  Evidence  of 

Micbuel 

Deposes  that  on  the  Sunday  mom  he  got  up  just  as  the  revalley  Gary, 
[reveille]  beat,  and  opened  the  door,  when  his  dog  went  out  and  began 
to  barky  and  at  the  empty  house  adjoining  deponent's  the  little  dog 
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1799  ran  there  and  would  not  come  oat,  and,  its  being  dark,  deponent 
21  Feb.  stooped  to  See  if  he  could  perceive  any  persons,  when  ho  saw  a  man, 
and  enquired  who  it  was,  three  times,  when  the  person  made  no 
reply,  on  ^hich  dep't  observed — "  Be  who  it  will,  if  you  offer  to  stir 
I  will  knock  you  down  with  a  stone";  and  deponent  then  went  and 
Therobbeiy.  looked  in  his  face  and  said — "Is  not  that  Rich'd  Bayliss?"  who 
answered — "  It  was  ;  Mich.,  hold  y'r  tongue."  Bayliss  then  went 
into  an  empty  house,  and  the  deceased  Wright  was  in  the  empty 
house  and  came  out  to  him.  Wright  then  said  to  Bayliss — "  Stand 
no  nonsense,  but  put  the  bag  on  the  barrow";  on  doing  of  which 
the  contents  of  the  bag  made  a  creaking  noise.  Dep't  then  said  to 
Bayliss — "  For  your  being  so  stubborn  and  jolly  you  shall  not 
wheel  it  away  without  my  first  seeing  what  is  in  it";  and  dep't 
then  opened  the  bag  and  found  it  contained  a  roll  of  tobacco  in  a 
basket,  and  he  (deponent)  broke  about  two  inches  of  tobacco  from 
the  roll  He  (deponent)  then  went  into  his  house  for  his  liatt, 
and  came  out  again  and  overtook  Bayliss  with  the  barrow  and  the 
bag  of  tobacco,  and  followed  him  till  he  saw  him  go  over  the 
bridge  near  the  tanks,  and  dep't  then  turned  up  Pitt's  Row,  and 
saw  no  more  of  Bayliss ;  and  then  went  up  Pitt's  Row,  where  he 
met  with  Bloodsworth,  who  was  going  to  the  burial-ground,  and 
they  walked  on  together  till  they  came  near  the  burial-ground, 
when  the  dep't  informed  him  the  whole  of  what  he  has  before 
related,  and  the  same  day  Kable  sent  for  dep't,  when  he  informed 
him  (Kable)  the  whole  of  this  business. 

Q.  by  the  Court, — ^Did  you  enquire  of  Bayliss  where  he  was 
going  with  the  tobacco  "J 

A. — He  did  not. 

Q. — Did  you  see  Wright  any  more  1 

A. — He  saw  him  following  Bayliss 

Q. — Did  you  ever  inform  any  other  peraon  of  this  circumstance 
either  before  or  at  the  tryal  of  Isaac  NichoUs,  except  Bloodsworth 
and  Kable  ? 

A. — He  kept  it  no  secret,  and  mentioned  it  before  the  whole  of 
the  plaisterers'  gang. 

The  Court  dissolved  this  3rd  day  of  April,  1799. 

SiiMUEL  Marsdex,  J.  p. 
Thos.  Laycock. 
Geo.  Bass. 
Jas.  Thompson. 
James  Williamson. 

[Enclosure  No.  6.] 

Isaac  Nichols  to  The  Court  of  Inquiry. 

Gentlemen,  Sydney,  2hd  April,  1799. 

Persecution  It  is  verrv  hard  to  think  people  are  still  so  much  inbittered 

of  Nichols.  ..  j*^.  xj  £      j.'k.        •    • 

against  me,  and  useing  every  means  to  do  me  a  further  injury. 


Theint 
concluded. 
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This  morning  Ensign  Bonct  came  to  visit  Lancashire  in  the      17» 
gaol  (who  is  under  sentance  of  death,  and  particularly  wanted     21  Feb. 
to  know  if  he  was  not  bribed  to  come  forward  on  the  behalf  of  .  x^";;;^  ^ 
Nichols  on  his  tryal,  or  that  I  had  promised  him  some  amolument  extort  a 
for  so  doing) ;  that  Lancashire  told  him  the  same  as  he  said  on  my  con'essiou. 
tryal,  that  it  was  the  truth  he  declared  at  the  Court,  and  nothing 
should  make  him  say  or  spake  a  falshood,  particular  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Bond  also  promised  that  Captn.  McArthur  would  sign  his 
pertition  and  give  it  to  the  Governor,  and  he  himself  had  no  doubt 
but  it  would  be  the  saveing  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Bond  then  left  Lancashire,  and  in  a  little  time  afterward 
I'etamed  and  told  Lancashire  that  Captn.  McArthur  was  coming 
with  the  Revd.  Mr.  Johnston  to  hear  what  he  had  to  say  upon  How  to 
the  business,  and  if  he  meant  to  save  his  life  it  must  be  to. declare  SSows*^^ 
that  part  of  the  business  what  he  received  for  coming  forward  on 
my  behalf  on  my  tryal,  as  he  himself,  meaning  Mr.  Bond,  had  been 
informed  that  I  had  given  Lancashire  twenty  pounds  for  so  doing. 

At  this  time  Captn.  McArthur  and  the  Revd.  Mr.  Johnston  interviewed 
came  into  the  gaol,  when  Captn.  McArthur  said,  "  Well,  Lanca-  *>y  officem. 
shire,  I  hope  you  are  inclined  to  make  a  confestion  of  some  of  your 
past  conduct  in  respect  to  your  coming  forward  on  the  behalf  of 
Isaac  Nichols." 

Lancashire  then  related  the  same  as  on  my  tryal,  and  declared  Adheres  to 
that  what  he  had  formerly  said  was  the  truth  (yet  Lancashire  de-  gtotenSits. 
clares  that  Mr.  Bond  seem'd  a  desire  for  obtaining  an  extortion  from 
him)  by  his  pointing  out  this  was  the  only  means  of  saving  his  life. 

I  beg  (gentlemen)  you  will  take  this  into  your  humane  consider- 
ation, as  I  have  just  now  received  everry  particular  of  this  infor- 
mation from  Lancashire's  lips.  Give  me  leave,  <kc., 

Isaac  Nichols. 

The  above  are  facts  as  pass'd  between  Ensign  Bond,  Captn.  Endorsed 
McArthur,  and  me,  and  that  Mr.  Bond,  on  his  first  coming  to  me,  pJi^oner. 
told  me  repeatedly  that  it  was  thro'  my  coming  forward  on  the 
part  of  Isaac  Nichols  that  I  received  the  dreadful  sentence  I  am 
now  under. 

As  witness  my  hand,  this  second  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
seven  hund'd  and  ninety-nine.  Jno.  Will'm  Lancashire. 

[EncloBure  No.  7.] 
A  Convict's  Petition.  Acon- 

demned 

To  his  Excellency  John  Hunter,  Esq.,  Governor  of  New  South  prisoner's 

Wales,  &c.  ^''^'°"' 

The  humble  petition  of  John  William  Lancashire, — 
Most  respectfully  sheweth, — 

That  your  Excellency's  unfortunate  petitioner  is  a  youth  of  ^jj*^**' 
honest,  respectable,  and  worthy  parents,  who  ever  lived  in  affluence,  ^»i-entage. 
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17M  and  whose  character  was  never  blemished  until  that  anfortuiiftte 
21  Feb.  period  of  my  life  I  made  the  breach.  That  your  Exodlency's 
petitioner  lived  with  Mr.  Robert  Williams,  banker,  in  Birchm-iaoe, 
London  (an  uncle  to  your  petitioner),  for  some  considerable  time 
as  cash  clerk,  and,  prior  to  that,  captain's  derk  on  board  the 
Mars,  74,  Sir  Ch's  Cotton,  com'dr,  but  owing  to  an  ill  state  of 
health  was  necessitated  to  quit  the  service ;  besides  many  other 
situations  equally  great  in  the  Navy,  &c.,  where  opportunities  have 
offered  (had  my  inclination  been  tiiat  way)  to  have  committed 
foi^eries  for  so  many  thousands  of  pounds  instead  of  riiiUingR, 
for  which  I  am  now  unfortunately  committ^. 

That  your  petitioner  begs  leave  to  inform  your  Excelleney  that 

TOn^cted.  *^  ^  *^®  second  time  only  of  his  ever  been  tried  in  a  Cowrt  of 
Justice,  the  first  of  which  caused  your  petitioner  seven  jens 
transportation ;  but  the  second  (and  last) — more  dreadfdl  than 
the  former — sentenced  for  death.  Oh  !  horrid  name,  wad  still  more 
horrid  the  further  stain  upon  my  distant  and  unhappy  friends. 

ABksfor  That  your  Excellency's  petitioner,  conscious  of  the  humane 

"*«"^y-  philanthropy  you  are  endowed  with  and  the  gracious  mercy  yoa 
have  shewn  towards  the  unfortunate  in  a  like  situation,  meet 
humbly  beg  that  you  will  be  pleas'd  to  take  the  prayers  of  a  dying 
youth  into  your  humane  consideration  and  be  pleas'd  to  ezamine 
the  minutes  of  my  trial,  where  your  Excellency  (I  trust  to  the 
Almighty)  will  find  something  favourable  in  my  behalf  that  my 
life  might  be  spared  and  not  cutoff  in  the  blooming  flower  of  youth. 

Protests  his       That  your  })etitioner  would  not  presume  to  vindicate  his  catise 

innocence,  ^f^^  conviction  did  he  know  himself  any  way  guilty,  but  beg 
leave  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  the  charge  for  which  he  is 
convicted  he  is  innocent  of.  'Diat  would  any  man  of  a  reasonable 
understanding  indorse  his  own  name  on  the  back  of  a  forged  note 
had  he  known  it  to  have  been  so?  That  after  being  given  tv 
understand  by  Chs.  Davis  (when  I  shew  him  the  bill)  that  Mr 
8tockdale  spell'd  his  name  with  a  double  11,  instead  of  the  sin^ 
one  then  on  the  bill,  I  was  not  willing  to  part  with  the  bill  entirelT 

A  foiqged  untiU  I  had  seen  Mr.  Stockdale  to  have  shewn  him  the  bill,  as  yonr 
Excellency  will  find  by  my  trial  that  I  enquired  of  his  own  ske^ 
herd  when  he  was  coming  up;  that  he  informed  me  in  the  morning: 
for  that  i^eason  I  did  not  wish  to  pay  it  away.  This  happened  on 
the  Friday  evening,  and  on  Sunday  I  was  made  prisoner,  tried  c>fl 

A^hurried  the  day  following,  and  received  the  dreadfull  sentence  of  death- 
all  in  twenty-four  hours.  Had  I  an  idea  of  anything  but  that  iev 
innocence  would  have  acquited  me,  I  would  have  endeavoured  to 
have  postpon'd  my  trial,  that  I  might  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  the  Lascar  forward,  which,  I  declare  to  my  GTod,  I  had 
the  note  off  in  exchange. 

And  I  further  beg  leave  to  assure  your  ExoeUency  that  the  pi^ 
judice  that  as  been  borne  against  me  was  so  great  that  whatever 
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bad  been  favourable  in  my  behalf  I  could  expect  no  other  sentence      ITSS 
than  what  I  have  received.     Had  I  not  have  come  forward  on    .21  Feb. 
Oaptn.  Cameron's  business,  and  not  have  troubled  the  comp'y  of 
comedians  (soldiers)  for  money,  for  my  painting  the  scenery,  lAaoenic 
should  hope  to  have  received  a  far  different  sentence  to  what  I  have  "'^'^ 
now. 

Yoar  Excellency's  petitioner  would  not  presume  to  excite  your 
attention  and  perusal  longer  than  necessity  dictates ;  but  the  hor- 
rid sentence  I  am  under  compels  me  to  humbly  beg  that  your 
Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  give  ear  unto  my  prayer,  and  in 
pity  to  my  youth,  my  unhappy  parents  and  friends,  and  the  many 
censures  I  labor  under,  to  spare  me  my  life — my  life,  I  ask — as  the 
prayer  of  a  dying  youth,  now  waiting  that  moment,  which  is  in 
your  Excellency's  most  gracious  power,  and  whose  mercy  have  been  Hunter's 
extended  to  the  unfortunate,  who,  I  hope,  is  now  making  bright  leniency, 
and  flourishing  men.  Oh  !  may  the  Almighty  inspire  into  your 
mind  this  my  last  and  greatest  request.  Take  thy  life,  and  may 
the  remainder  of  thy  days  prove  more  happier  than  the  former 
have  miserable  and  unfortunate. 

Ever  would  I  return  fervent  prayers  to  the  Almighty — adore  my 
Creator — do  to  all  men  as  I  would  wish  to  be  done  unto ;  thus 
become  a  member  beneficial  to  sosciety,  and,  as  in  duty  bound, 
will  ever  pray.*  I  beg,  &c., 

John  William  Lancashire. 
Sydney  Joal,  April  2nd,  1799. 

[Enclosure  No.  8.] 

Rev.  R.  Johnson  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Hon'd  and  Dear  Sir,  Sydney,  24th  April,  1799. 

Understanding  that  my  name  has  been  mentioned  in  two  The 
letters — onef  in  a  letter  from  Lancashire  to  a  member  of  the  CJourt  J^^of 
before  whom  he  had  been  tried ;  and  in  another^  which  I  saw  the  attempt 
Nichols  addressed  to  the  members  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry  convened  Sni^on* 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  certain 
reports  at  that  time  in  circulation,  and  which,  if  founded  in  truth, 
were  highly  material  to  the  prisoner  Nichols,  who  had  been  con- 
victed before  the  Criminal  Court  just  then  dissolved, — I  beg  leave 
to  acquaint  you  with  the  business  to  which  Nichols  in  that  letter 
alludes. 

I  was  called  upon  by  Captain  McArthur,  and  by  him  informed 
that  Lancashire  either  had  made,  or  was  about  to  make,  a  con- 
fession to  Mr.  Bond,  relative  to  the  evidence  he  had  given  upon 
the  trial  of  Nichols,  and  desired  me  officially,  as  chaplain,  to  go 
with  him  and  to  take  down  his  confession.     After  some  little 

*  Hunter  granted  this  petition.    See  footnotes  on  pp.  588,  001,  ante, 
t  Post,  p.  620.       t  Ante,  pw  616. 
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hesitation,  I  went  with  Captain  McArthur ;  took  pen,  ink,  &nd 
paper  with  me  ;  Mr.  Bond  was  there  with  Lancashire,  who  was 
fr^uently  and  closely  interrogated  by  both  these  gentlemen,  but 
was  surprized  to  find  he  had  no  confession  to  make  to  them,  and 
repeatedly  answered  them  by  sapng  that  what  he  had  said  upon 
the  trial  of  Nichols  was  the  truth,  and  that  he  had  no  more  to 
say  upon  the  subject.  Hearing  this,  I  left  him  and  returned 
home. 

I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  say  thus  much  least  you  or  any 
others  sh'd  suppose  I  sh'd  have  been  concerned  in  attempting  anv 
unjust  confession  from  Lancashire,  and  also  to  declare  that  my 
only  motive  was,  what  I  have  always  conceived  my  duty  upon 
such  occasions,  Yiz\  to  obtain  any  information  from  persons  in 
his  unhappy  situation  which  might  be  serviceable  to  the  com- 
munity. I  am,  drc, 

EicHARD  Johnson. 


Anftppeal 
toCa^itain 
Kent. 


Prejodioe 

agftinatthe 

I>ri8oner. 


An  inveter- 
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[EDclosure  No.  9.] 

JoHX  William  Lancashire  to  Captain  Kent. 

Sir,  Tuesday,  2nd  April,  1799,  Sydney  Goal 

FuUy  sensible  of  the  great  presumption  I  am  guilty  off  in 

writing  to  you,  but  conscious  of  the  tending  humanity  you  are 

endow'd  with,  hope  you  will  not  consider  it  as  abruptness. 

The  unfortunate  situation  which  I  am  now  placed  in  compels 
me  to  claim  your  pity  and  assistance  in  and  for  my  behalf.  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  writing  a  petition  to  his  Exoellenn\ 
wherein  I  have  stated  the  fact^  really  as  it  was.  I  have  alsf> 
stated  the  prejudice  that  was  borne  against  me ;  but,  at  the  samt' 
time,  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  it's  only  on  two  gentlemen  I 
spake  off,  whom  I  know  was  prepossessed  against  me,  one  of  which 
positively  declar'd  just  after  I  came  forward  upon  Captn.  Cameron  ^ 
business*  that  if  he  could  he  wou'd  hang  me  before  any  man  upon 
the  ground.  This  as  been  said  not  only  to  one  person,  but  two  o: 
three  or  more,  and  have  borne  the  greatest  enmity  against  me  ever 
since  immaginable. 

The  second  is  inveterate  against  me,  because  I  came  forward 
and  spoke  the  truth  upon  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  thro'  which  I 
was  obliged  to  leave  the  theatre ;  and  on  aoc't  of  attempt'g  to 
obtain  my  money  for  work — painting  scenery,  ^c. — to  the  com- 
pany, I  was  called  a  damn'd  rascal,  and  many  other  names  of  which 
I  was  not  deserving.  The  only  reason  I  give  is  because  I  bore  the 
name  of  a  convict  and  was  intermix'd  with  soldiers,  sony  I  am  to 
say,  and  that  from  a  firm  belief  that  the  prejudice  against  me  was 
occasioned  by  such  frivolous  things  as  endeavouring  to  support 
truth  and  claiming  my  own  rights. 

*  Lancashire,  apparently,  here  refers  to  Endgn  Bond. 
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You,  most  worthy  sir,  I  appeal  too  for  some  things  favourable       1799 
upon  my  trial,  and  beg  that  you  will  be  pleas'd  to  point  them  out     21  Feb. 
to  his  Excellency,  particularly  on  the  part  of  Austin  Flowers,  who       Z^Z^^ 
firmly  believed  that  I  did  not  know  it  to  be  a  forgery,  neither  did  of  ?o^cry* 
he  believe  I  wanted  to  pass  or  exchange  the  bill.     Why  I  did  not  J^^^* 
wish  to  pass  the  bill  was,  in  coming  from  Judge  Atkins's  farm  I 
happen'd  to  shew  the  bill  to  Chs.  Davis,  who  was  then  in  comp'y 
with  me,  were  he  pointed  out  the  name  not  been  spelled  with  a 
double  11,  as  is  generally  in  the  name  of  Stockdell.     From  this 
moment  I  was  dubious  of  the  note,  yet  conscious  of  my  getting  it 
in  an  upright  manner  I  entertain'd  no  fear,  but  was  fully  bent  in 
showing  the  bill  to  Mr.  Stockdale,  as  I  understood  he  was  to  be 
in  Parramatta  on  the  morn'g  following. 

To  prove  the  above  sufficient  facts  in  respect  of  the  censure  and 
prejudice  against  me,  only  this  morning  Ensign  Geo.  Bond  visited 
me  (as  a  friend)  and  particularly  wanted  to  know  if  Isaac  Nichols  TheqTOtioD 
did  not  biibe  me  to  come  forward  in  his  behalf  or  promised  me  ^  ^' 
some  emolument  for  so  doing.  Mr.  Bond  also  promis'd  that  Capln. 
McArthur  would  get  my  petition  sign'd  and  deliver  it  himself  to 
his  Excellency,  and  that  he  had  no  doubt  but  it  would  be  the 
means  of  saving  my  life,  would  I  but  acknowledge  the  whole  of 
the  business.  I  told  him  that  the  unhappy  situation  which  I  was 
placed  in  would  not  tempt  me  to  err  from  sacred  truth,  that  I  said 
at  the  Court  was  founded  upon  truth,  and  all  as  he  could  say  would 
not  make  me  spake  a  falsity.  God  forbid  that  I,  tho'  awkwardly 
situated,  should  attempt  to  say  false  of  an  innocent  man,  and  all 
under  the  idea  of  my  fife  being  saved.     No,  no ;  God  forbid. 

Mr.  Bond  then  took  my  petition  away  with  him  under  the  pre-  Entini 
tence  of  getting  Captn.  McArthur  to  sign  it.  In  a  short  time  after  ^™^ 
Mr.  B.  again  retum'd,  and  pointed  out  some  defects  in  my  petition, 
and  also  told  me  that  Captn.  McArthur  and  the  Revd.  Mr.  John- 
son was  coming  to  me,  and  if  I  wanted  to  save  my  life  (the  time 
was  short)  was  to  declare  what  I  received  from  Isaac  Nichols  for 
coming  forward  on  his  behalf  on  his  tryal,  for  he  himself  had  been 
given  to  understand  I  received  X20  for  so  doing. 

In  some  little  time  after  Captn.  McArthur  and  the  Revd.  Mr. 
Johnson  came  in,  when  Captn.  McArthur  said, "  Well,  Lancashire, 
I  find  you  are  inclinable  to  make  a  confession  of  some  of  your  past  Attempta  to 
misconduct  in  respect  of  the  trial  of  Nichols."  I  then  related  the  "JU^sioii. 
whole  of  the  truth  as  I  said  upon  the  trial,  and  that  I  would 
prejudice  no  man  upon  no  terms  whatever,  but  Mr.  B.  was  wont'g 
to  extort  a  confession  from  me,  as  he  was  pointing  out  it  was  the 
only  means  of  saving  my  life,  and  by  repeatedly  telling  me  it 
w'as  thro'  my  coming  forward  on  the  part  of  Isaac  Nichols  that  I 
received  so  dreadfull  a  sentence.  If  the  above  is  not  some  proof  of 
prejudice  against  me,  I  am  lost ;  but  I  will  leave  it  to  your  superior 
and  unerring  wisdom.     My  prayer  is  that  of  a  dying  and  much 
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1710^      injured  youth,  claiming  you,  my  firiend,  in  intereBting  yonnelf 
21  Feb.     ^ith  his  Exoellency  in  my  behalf,  beging  him  to  s^Mire  my  life,  is 
the  prayer  of  your  respee^Uy  ob't  and  very  h'ble  se%  the  mncb- 
injured  pennitent,  j^^  Will'm  LANCABmBE. 


Datiesot 
members  of 
the  Ck)urt. 


[EncloMire  No.  10.] 

Captain  Waterhouse  to  Govkrnob  Hunter. 

His  Majesty's  ship  Reliance,  22nd  May,  1799. 

I  HAD  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellmicy's  letter,  dated  the 

^^*«y  15th  of  April,  mentioning  that  the  three  officers*  of  the  New  South 

transmit      Wales  Cofps,  together  with  the  Judge- Advocate  (who  were  mem- 

JJjjJj;^**"   bers  of  a  Criminal  Court  of  which  I  was  a  member),  requestmg 

you  would  transmit  with  your  dispatches  such  observations  && 

they  had  made  on  the  trial  of  Isaac  NichoUs,  and  desiring  to 

know  if  the  Judge- Advocate  had  informed  me  of  your  desire  to 

have  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  that  Court,  and  the  votes  of  dte 

different  members. 

In  answer  to  which,  I  have  never  heard  from  the  Judge- 
Advocate,  either  verbally  or  in  writing,  of  your  wish  to  have  the 
copy  of  the  minutes  or  the  votes  of  the  different  members^ 

And  I  most  certainly  conceived  that  when  that  Court  vas 
disolv'd  I  had  complied  with  the  oath,  done  the  duty  required  of 
me,  and  had  nothing  farther  whatever  to  do  wiUi  the  prisons, 
except  any  circumstances  should  come  out  favourable  to  ii» 
prisoner  afterwards  (and  not  generally  known  to  the  Court  at  the 
time  the  prisoner  was  tried).  In  that  case  the  duties  of  humanitT, 
tho'  not  of  right,  would  prompt  me  to  represent  it  to  your  Excel- 
lency, with  the  hope  that  its  being  favorable  to  the  prisoner  woald 
induce  your  Excellency  to  exert  the  power  del«^ted  to  you  of 
extending  your  mercy  to  the  prisoner. 

Altho'  I  never  should  have  thought  of  giving  any  reasons  or 
making  observations  on  the  evidences  in  support  of  the  verdict  1 
had  given  (having  taken  an  oath  to  decide  by  the  evidences  Wt 
before  me  according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment),  yet,  in  oon 
sequence  of  your  Excellency's  information  (and  for  which  I  beg 
leave  to  return  your  Excellency  my  thanks),  I  must  request  too 
will  transmit  with  your  dispatches  such  observations  as  I  har^ 
made  on  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nicholls,  and  which  I  shall  have  tfa^^ 
honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency. 

I  remain,  &c., 

H.  Waterhouse. 

*  Hunter  forwmrded  the  stetement  of  the  three  otBoen  refemd  to,  ria.,  Umlwift 
Hackelbir  and  Lucu  and  Endfcu  Bayley,  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  with  his  letter  of  the  SR!: 
April,  1799,  poet,  p.  658.   Judgre- Advocate  Dore  appears  to  liav«  nuide  a  sepantettsteoML 
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views. 
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Obbbbvations  by  Captain  Watebhousb.  ITM 

22nd  May,  1799.         21  Feb. 
I  MUST  prefaoe  the  observations  I  have  to  make  on  the  trial  of 
Isaac  Nicholls  by  the  following  remarks  : — 

That,  from  a  residence  of  some  years  in  this  colony,  and  being  a  Peculiarity 
constant  member  of  oar  Conrtsof  Criminal  Judicature,  that  I  never  ^'  ^^®  ^"^*' 
sat  (m  any  one  in  which  more  circumspection  and  caution  were 
necessary  in  receiving  and  puting  a  oonfidence  in  the  evidence 
produced. 

In  the  first  place,  the  prisoner  to  be  tried,  Isaac  Nicholls,  had  chamcter  of 
been  for  scHne  years  a  free  man,  who  bore  so  exemplary  a  character  ^^  a«^»d 
that  it  had  recommended  him  to  the  particular  notice  of  the 
Governor  and  hia  aid-de-camp,  Captn.  Johnston,  who,  in  conse- 
quence o£  the  goodness  of  his  character,  had  raised  him  to  the 
situation  of  superintendant  of  all  the  public  works  carrying  on  at 
Sydney  under  their  immediate  inspection ;  a  man  in  whom  was 
placed  an  unbounded  confidence,  who  was  in  affluent  ciroumstancee 
and  making  money  fast. 

Now,  contrast  this  with  the  man  Kich'd  Baylis,  who  prosecuted,  comiMyred 
a  man  of  a  most  notorious  and  infamous  chuacter,  who  acknow-  £f|J^  ^ 
ledges  himself  to  have  been  concerned  in  all  the  robberies  committed  ca^r. 
about  Sydney,  the  intimate  friend  of  a  man  (Sam'l  Wright)  who 
was  executed  some  time  before  for  a  burglary  in  which  Baylis  was 
eoncem'd.     He  was  the  friend  and  concerned  with  Wm.  Collins  in 
a  robbery  for  which  Wm.  Collins  was  then  under  sentence  of 
death,  in  addition  to  which  he  had  tnm'd  King's  evidence  to  save 
his  own  life  ;  he  had  convicted  one  man,  Wm.  Collins,  but  the  cir- 
cumstances where  such  that  although  condemned  to  die  his  sentence 
eould  not  be  put  into  execution  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  was 
known.     He  had  yet  another  person  to  convict  to  fulfill  what  tJie 
law  required  of  him  as  King's  evidenca     I  will  ask,  under  those 
dnmmstances,  what  would  not  so  unprincipled  a  character  under- 
take to  do? 

I  shall  take  little  notice  of  his  evidence,  or  of  his  evasions  and  credibiHty 
oraissions ;  but  of  the  time  he  swore  he  wheel'd  the  tobacco  to  the  ^^/^^ 
house  of  Nicholls,  which  was  at  the  first  dawn  of  day ;  he  has  lay 'd 
the  time  when  nobody  was  stirring,  and  fix'd  upon  a  man  as  his 
companion  who  was  sometime  before  executed,  therefore  could  fear 
no  contradiction  from  him.  He  might  equally  have  sworn  to 
taking  the  tobacco  to  any  other  person's  house  under  those  circum- 
stances as  Nicholls,  "  which  he  did. '  Nicholls's  servant  was  indited 
under  the  same  charge  as  his  master ;  Nicholls,  therefore,  lost  his 
evid^ice,  and  therefore  could  only  say  he  knew  nothing  about  it 
except  what  his  servant  had  told  him  that  morning  after  he  got 
Qp.  I  must  here  mention  that  Baylis  is  the  only  evidence  that 
speak  to  the  fact ;  the  others  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  are 
only  hearsay. 
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1799  I  shall  now  commence  with  the  different  evidences  in  support 

21  Feb.     ^^  *^®  prosecution. 
—  James  Mansiield,  a  seaman  belonging  to   his  Majesty's  ship 

jam^^Mans-  Reliance,  swears  he  saw  a  man  carrying  a  basket  supposed  to 
fidd.  contain  tobacco  on  the  Sunday  evening  up  the  rocks.     It  will  l)e 

necessary  here  to  elucidate  this  man's  evidence,  altho'  he  does  not 
mention  Nicholls's  name.  H.  Kable,  the  chief  constable,  found 
the  tobacco  about  four  o'clock  on  the  Sunday  afternoon  (it  was 
stole  that  morning),  and  plac'd  a  constable  to  watch  it,  for  the 
purpose  of  detecting  the  person  who  should  coroe  to  fetch  it  away, 
which  constable  was  so  negligent  of  liis  duty  as  to  admit  a  man 
who  by  chance  saw  it  to  take  it  away  without  his  observing  him. 
H.  Kable,  finding  the  tobacco  gone  without  any  person  being 
detected,  went  immediately  in  quest  of  it,  and  found  it  in  ahoase 
on  the  rocks.  Fearing  a  reprimand  for  negligence,  he  gave  tEs 
man  a  bottle  of  spirits  to  return  it,  and  it  was  again  placed  for 
the  purpose  of  detection.  The  person  who  by  chance  saw  it  and 
remov'd  it  must  have  been  the  person  whom  Mansfield  saw. 
statement  Henry  Kable,  the  chief  constable  and  the  next  evidence,  swears 
constable!^**  he  was  sent  for  by  Nicholls,  and  acquainted  by  him  that  two  men 
had  came  to  his  house  early  that  morning  and  wanted  his  servant 
to  lodge  some  tobacco  for  them,  which  he  refused  to  do,  but  directed 
them  to  a  public  warehouse,  but  on  their  leaving  the  house  they 
took  a  different  direction  (and  that  towards  where  the  tobacco  was 
found),  which  circumstance,  and  hearing  of  the  robbeiy,  made  him 
send  for  Kable  and  give  him  this  information. 

Jas.  Remnant  swears  he  deliver'd  a  message  from  a  man  (Joe. 

Taylor)  to  Baylis,  concerning  Nicholls — which  Taylor  after  this 

ancj^''^^     swears  he  never  sent,  but  which  Baylis  acknowledges  to  have 

received  ;  it  is  evident  one  of  them  must  be  perjur'd. 
Evidence  of       Joseph  Taylor,  the  following  evidence,  besid's  denying  havin<: 
iSy^OT         ^®^*'  ^^®  message,  swears  that  Baylis  had  related  to  him  nearly 
what  he  had  depos'd  to  in  the  Court,  with  this  addition,  that 
Nicholls,  without  any  previous  acquaintance,  connection,  or  con- 
versation, came  up  to  Taylor  in  the  middle  of  the  street  at  noon- 
day, and  ask'd  him  (Taylor)  if  he  thought  Baylis  was  staunch, 
for  if  he  was  no  harm  could  happen  to  him  (Nicholls).     I  think 
it  very  inprobable  that  any  man  in  his  senses,  guilty  of  the  cim^ 
of  which  Nicholls  is  charg'd,   would  lay  himself  so  open  to  & 
stranger,  and  in  that  abrupt  manner — nay,  to  a  friend ;  he  mn^t 
have  had  great  confidence  in  him. 
Importance       ^  must  here  again  advert  to  character,  for  in  a  colony  of  thtf 
<fs  character  kind,  compos'd  of  men  who  had  forfieted,  many  their  lives,  all 
evidence!'*^  their  liberties  to  the  injur'd  laws  of  their  country ;  amongst  whom 
perjury  is  not  consider'd  as  a  crime,  but  has  been  here  in  some 
instances  a  source  of  gain  ;  I  have  therefore  always  consider  d  it 
as  necessary  to  pay  as  much  attention  to  the  general  character 
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and  conduct  of  the  person  who  gives  evidence  as  to  the  evidence  1790 
itself.  In  the  present  instance,  J.  Taylor's  house  was  the  con-  21  Feb. 
stant  residence  of  Baylis,  the  house  at  which  the  different  persons 
concem'd  in  the  late  robbery  met,  drank,  consulted,  and  from 
wiuch  house  Baylis  went  for  the  purpose,  as  he  says,  of  wheeling 
the  tobacco  down  to  Nicholls's  house.  Taylor  acknowledges  know- 
ing of  the  robbery  from  Baylis,  but  in  the  room  of  mentioning  it 
and  giving  them  up  he  screened  them  all  that  lay  in  his  power ; 
no  wonder  then  that  their  stories  agree.  Those  are  circumstances 
that  struck  me  most  forcibly  at  the  time  of  the  trial. 

James  Lacey  only  relates  a  conversation  he  says  he  had  with  Evidence  of 
S.  Wright  while  under  sentence  of  death  (Wrigfit  is  the  man  who  Laro^?; 
stole  the  tobacco  Nioholls  is  accus'd  of  buying),  in  which  he  says 
Wright  told  him  he  had  sold  a  quantity  of  tobacco  to  Nicholls 
that  he  had  stolen.  Jas.  Lacey,  I  think,  is  one  of  the  worst 
characters  living ;  on  a  former  4)rial  he  hir'd  three  men  to  peijure 
themselves  in  favor  of  a  man  who  had  committed  murder,  and  for 
which  they  stood  in  the  pillory.  I  think  no  stress  can  be  lay'd  on 
this  man's  evidence. 

Richard  Broomfield's  evidence  relates  a  similar  conversation  of  Riohard 
with  Wright  as  Lacey's.  The  strongest  objections  that  could  be,  fi«»°^^«>d5 
was  agaiiijjt  this  man's  evidence  being  taken.  Broomiield  the 
evidence  was  sever^y  punished  and  sentenced  a  twelvemonth  in 
the  gaol  for  striking  Nicholls,  who,  in  his  situation  as  an  overseer, 
detected  Broomfield  in  stealing  com.  Broomfield  had  likewise 
repeatedly  declared  that  revenge  was  sweet,  and  that  he  would 
have  it  out  of  Nicholls  if  it  was  seven  years  to  come. 

Willm.  Johnston's  (executioner)  evidence  relates  to  a  confession  of  the  hang- 
of  Wright's  in  the  cart  going  to  be  executed,  similar  to  Lacey's  ™*°  * 
and  Broomfield's  (waving  his  being  the  hangman)  in  the  same 
cart.     On  the  same  seat  (which  was  only  three  feet  six  inches 
long)  sat  another  man,  who  swears  he  never  heard  a  word  of  the 
confession. 

Hugh  McDonald,  a  prisoner  for  debt,  in  whose  room  Wright  of  Hugh 
was  confined  till  he  was  executed  (the  gaol  being  burnt  down),  ^'^"^^ » 
evidence  says  that  in  all  the  conversations  he  had  with  Wright 
(and  he  was  in  the  habit  of  advising  and  reading  to  Wright)  that 
Wright  never  once  mention'd  Nicholls's  name  to  him. 

Thos.  Smith's  (Cap'n  McArthur's  servant)  evidence  is  what  he  of  Thomas 
heard  Wm.  Wright  (brother  to  Saml.  Wright  that  was  executed)  *"*'*• 
say  his  brother  told  him,  and  which  Wm.  Wright^  when  call'd 
upon,  possitively  swears  he  never  said. 

Capt.  McArthur's  evidence  is  what  his  servant,  Thos.  Smith, 
told  him. 

Wm.  Balmain,  Esq., — evidenoe  says  that  H.  Elable,  chief  con-  of  Sun^feon 
steble,  informed  him  tha;t  Nicholls  told  Kable  where  the  tobacoo  b«i°»>ii. 

VOL.  Ill — 2  B 
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was,  and  that  Kable  expressed  himself  much  obKg'd  to  KichoUs 
for  the  information. 

Here  closed  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  a  com- 
bination of  hearsays  from  one  person  to  another. 

After  the  prisoner  had  read  his  defence,  he  proceeded  to  call 
upon — 

John  Wm.  Lancashire,  who  swears  he  was  at  work  in  Nicholls's 
house  on  Sunday  morning,  when  the  servant  of  Nicholls  told  his 
master,  in  the  hearing  of  Lancashire,  that  two  men  wanted  to 
leave  some  tobacco  there  that  morning,  which  he  had  refus'd,  on 
which  they  went  away ;  and  that  he  since  had  heard  Mrs.  Mullett 
had  been  robb'd  of  some  tobaccoe.  In  consequence  of  this  in- 
formation, Nicholls  dispatch'd  Lancashire  for  Kable,  the  diief 
constable,  to  inform  him  of  the  circumstance,  which  is  confirmed 
by  Kable's  evidence  on  the  prosecution.  This  evidence,  wit^  the 
corrobor^ition,  I  think  must  have  remov'd  every  doubt,  if  any 
doubt  remained. 

Saml.  Sparks,  a  prisoner  in  the  gaol  with  Wright,  swears  he 
never  heard  Wright  mention  NichoUs's  name. 

Jas.  Fealon  and  Thos.  Colley — evidence  only  goes  to  establish 
the  threats  of  Broomfield  to  have  his  revenge  of  Nicholls. 

Jas.  Wass  was  in  the  cart  with  Wright  when  going  to  be  exe- 
cuted, and  swears  he  never  heard  him  mention  Nicholls's  name, 
which  is  sworn  to  on  the  prosecution  by  the  executioner. 

Willm.  Wright,  brother  to  Saml.  Wright  that  was  executed 
for  the  robbery,  produc'd  the  last  will  of  his  deceased  brother,  ir. 
which  everything  his  brother  had  is  left  to  him,  Wm.  Wright. 
Four  debts  are  mentioned  in  the  will,  but  Nicholls's  name  is  noc 
mention'd.  He  likewise  depos'd  that  his  brother  had  inform'd 
him  verbally  of  those  four  debts  stated  in  the  will,  on  the  momini: 
he  was  executed,  at  which  time  he  ask'd  his  brother  if  Nicholl> 
did  not  owe  him  some  money,  having  heard  it  reported  that 
Nicholls  did,  who  repli'd,  "  No,  he  did  not ;  that  he  never  had 
dealings  of  any  kind  with  Nicholls";  that  his  brother  told  hiai 
that  himself  and  Baylis  had  wheeled  the  tobacco  into  the  yard  ot 
Nicholls's  house,  out  of  the  sight  of  two  men  who  were  comini; 
that  way,  and  who  they  suspected  to  be  constables,  and  that  they 
afterwards  wheeFd  it  to  the  rocks,  where  it  was  found.  He  farther 
deposed  the  day  before  his  brother  suffered  he  was  in  conversation 
with  Thos.  Smith  (who  gave  an  evidence  on  the  prosecution.),  who 
desir'd  the  witness  to  advise  his  brother  to  bring  Nicholls  to  justict- 
about  the  tobacco,  to  which  his  reply  was  that  his  brother  had  not 
told  him  anything  about  Nicholls.  Concieving  this  to  be  the 
fact,  was  there  ever  a  stronger  evidence  in  favor  of  a  prisoner  gi\-en 
before  a  Court  of  justice  ? 

James  Underwood,  the  next  evidence,  depos'd  that  Jos.  TViylor 
(an  evidence  on  the  prosecution)  had  told  him  that  Baylis  was  S3 
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soft  and  easy  a  fellow  that  had  he  known  anything  about  the  tobacco  1700 
being  sold  to  Nicholls  that  Bay  lis  would  have  told  him  of  it.  The  21  Feb. 
witness  then  replied  to  Taylor  that  he  supposed  there  was  nothing 
in  it,  to  which  Taylor  answered  no,  and  that  Baylis  never  did  tell 
Jiim.  I  think  if  this  evidence  is  compared  with  that  of  Taylor's 
it  will  appear  what  confidence  can  be  put  in  Taylor's  testimony, 
Underwood  bearing  a  very  excellent  character. 

The  Revd.  Richd.  Johnson,  the  next  evidence,  depos'd  that  he  Evidence  of 
attended  Saml.  Wright  constantly  after  his  condemnation  and  at  ^hnSn ; 
his  execution ;  that  he  repeatedly  exhorted  him  to  a  confession  of 
what  he  knew  concerning  the  late  robberys,  &c.  His  reply  was 
that  he  had  no  other  confession  to  make  but  that  of  his  own 
guilt,  and  that  he  never  mentioned  the  name  of  Nicholls  to  him. 
I  think  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  that  had  Nicholls  been  guilty, 
and  Wright  had  wish'd  to  have  made  it  known,  the  two  most 
likely  persons  for  him  to  have  made  it  known  to  would  have  been 
his  brother  and  the  clergyman ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  has  not 
spoke  of  Nicholls  but  to  his  brother,  and  that  was  to  declare  he 
never  had  dealings  of  any  kind  with  Nicholls. 

Chas.   Gardner,  the  following  evidence,  an  overseer  employ'd  of  Charles 
under  Nicholls  for  two  years  and  a  half,  deposeth  that  he  con-  Q""^"®'- 
stantly  had  access  to  the  house  of  Nicholls  at  all  times  for  orders, 
«fec.,  and  that  he  never  saw  any  such  characters  as  Wright  and 
Baylis  about  the  house,  or  anything  that  would  lead  him  to  suppose 
anything  was  carrying  on  that  was  not  strictly  proper. 

SpWoh^ii,  l^*Yf  ^i,*'''°"'  *  '"°^'  exemplary 

Mr.  Smyth,  ProvostMartial,   j      <''»a'*<^«''-  toSSJ^r 

Wm'&e'rTfif  """'■''      l^ear  neighbour,  who  spoke  as  to 
D.  Cupit,  dealer.    '  j      hi*  exemplary  conduct. 

After  giving  this  trial  a  most  serious  perusal,  considering  every  woterhoiue 
circumstance  most  attentively,  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in  my  SichoS?  **' 
opinion  that  the  smallest  shadow  of  guilt  cannot  be  attach'd  to  innocence. 
Isaac  Nicholls.     I  have  always  understood  it  was  lay'd  down  as  a 
rule  to  both  Judges  and  Juries  **  that  where  any  case  is  dubious, 
altho'  supported  by  a  variety  of  circumstances,  that  it  is  their 
indispensable  duty  to  find  a  verdict  favourable  to  the  prisoner." 
I  must  likewise  mention  that  I  had  been  absent  from  Sydney  three 
weeks,  and  only  retum'd  to  it  the  evening  before  the  trial  com- 
menc'd,  and  consequently  could  not  have  had  any  knowledge  of 
the  circumstances  by  which  I  could  have  been  in  the  smallest 
degree  influenced  ;  and  it  is  my  firm  opinion  he  is  an  object  well 
worthy  of  your  Excellency's  clemency. 

H.  Waterhouse. 
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[Enclosare  No.  11.] 
Lieutenant  Flinders  to  Governor  Hunter. 


Flinden 
replies  to 
Hunter. 


Officers' 
action  com 
pels  him. 


Sir,  H.M.S.  Reliance,  30th  April,  1799. 

In  answer  to  that  part  of  your  Excell^icy's  letter  of  tke 
15th  instant  wishing  to  be  informed  whether  the  Jadge- Advocate 
had  made  known  to  me  your  having  directed  him  to  prepare  & 
copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols  to  be  transmitted 
home,  with  the  votes  of  the  officers  who  composed  that  Coort 
annexed  to  it,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  tkat  the 
Judge- Advocate  never  made  me  acquainted  with  any  part  of  such 
circumstance,  either  verbally  or  otherwise. 

Considering  the  oath  which  was  administered  to  me  as  a  member 
of  the  Criminal  Court  of  Judicature,  a  sufficient  safeguard  for  the 
conscientiosness  of  my  vote,  both  on  the  part  of  the  community 
Unwilling  to  and  the  prisoner,  I  should  have  thought  it  totally  unnecessaiy  to 
action?*^*"*  have  said  anything  either  in  support  or  vindication  of  my  conduct, 
being  well  satisfied  that  in  voting  Isaac  Nichols  innocent  of  the 
charges  brought  against  him  I  acted,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  would 
permit,  with  justice  and  impartiality,  and  according  to  the  evidence 
brought  before  the  Court.  But  finding  by  your  Excellency's  letter 
that  those  officers  who  found  Isaac  Nichols  guilty  of  the  chaige 
wish  to  have  transmitted  home  the  observations  on  the  evidence 
upon  which  the  verdict  was  founded  (for  which  comnionicaticm 
your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  acknowledgements), 
I  think  it  right  to  note  down  the  principal  circumstances  in  each 
evidence,  which  induced  me,  on  comparing  them  together,  to  drav 
a  conclusion  favourable  to  the  prisoner,  and  these  I  have  to  request 
your  Excellency  will  transmit  to  accompany  the  observations  c£ 
the  above-mentioned  officers. 

The  first  and  sole  evidence  that  speaks  to  the  fact  of  Isaac 
Nichols  receiving  the  tobacco  is  Richaid  Baylis.  In  his  depositiaa 
it  appears  that  he  was  told  "  he  had  better  take  the  tobacco  SLwtLj 
again,  as  the  alarm  of  Mrs.  Mullett's  robbery  had  spread,  and  the 
constables  were  in  search  of  the  tobacco  and  property."  Was  not 
an  alarm  and  a  search  certain  consequences  of  a  robbery  ?  Would 
not  Nichols  have  well  known  how  to  provide  against  all  this  had 
he  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  stolen  goods,  as  some  future 
depositions  imply?  And  had  he  agreed  to  have  received  the 
tobacco,  would  he  have  given  up  it  and  the  profit  he  expected  to 
make  of  it  without  any  cause  1 — for  suspicion  had  not  fallea  upon 
him  at  that  time.  In  this  case  he  is  i^presented  aa  acting  faaiv 
fully  cautious.  Immediately  after  we  find  the  woman  who  livee 
with  him  and  his  servant  intimately  acquainted  with  the  trans- 
action— ^nay,  he  is  represented  in  a  future  deposition,  that  d 
Joseph  Taylor,  as  addressing  a  man  in  the  open  street  upon  the 
subject  without  the  least  reserve,  a  man  that  he  was  not  at  all 
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intimate  with,  and  seldom  had  spoken  to  !  An  instance  of  audacity  17M 
seldom  paralleled,  and  totally  different  from  his  former  caution.  21  Feb. 
And  what  a  message  does  Nichols  send  to  this  evidence  and  the 
deceased,  Samuel  Wright  ? — *<  That  the  tohacoo  was  placed  between 
two  rocks,  near  the  new  house  building  for  Mr.  Moore,  and  if 
ihej  chose  to  go  for  it  they  might."  This  was  parting  in  an  easy 
manner,  indeed,  with  what  he  had  run  such  a  risk  in  receiving. 

Notwithstanding  these  inconsistencies,  let  us  see  what  is  opposed  Disaectinsr 
to  this  evidenoa  It  is  admitted  by  the  prisoner  that  a  basket  of  ^ce!' 
tobacco  was  wheeled  into  his  yard;  but  according  to  William 
Wright  (brother  of  the  deceased),  "  it  was  untill  such  time  as  two 
men,  whom  they  took  to  be  constables,  went  past,"  after  which 
they  concealed  it  between  the  rocks.  Now,  in  such  case,  men 
would  turn  aside  into  any  man's  yard,  and  the  more  respectable 
he  was  the  more  they  would  be  sheltered  from  suspicion.  This 
testimony  of  Wm.  Wright  is  no  more  than  what  his  brother  had 
told  him ;  but  it  accoi*ds  exactly  with  Henry  Kable's  evidence  of 
the  message  which  Nichols  sent  to  him  and  his  conversation  with 
Nichols  afterwards.  And  John  Wm.  Lancashire  deposes  that  he 
heard  the  servant  tell  the  prisoner,  his  master,  of  the  tobacco 
being  brought  into  the  yard,  and  the  concomitant  circumstances, 
and  that  he  carried  the  message,  agreeing  exactly  with  Kable  and 
Wright. 

On  closing  this  evidence  of  Richard  Baylis,  we  have  one  testi-  character 
mony  for  any  part  of  it  that  we  can  believe.  But  in  what  quality  fnformer. 
does  this  witness  come  forward  ?  By  his  own  confession  he  was 
an  accomplice  in  this  and  a  previous  robbery  of  Mrs.  Mullet,  and, 
if  I  recollect  right,  in  the  first  robbery  also.  He  was  admitted 
as  a  King's  evidence — as  a  man  who  saves  his  own  life  by  impeach- 
ing others  !  Such  is  the  light  in  which  this  deponent  and  his  evi- 
dence appeared  to  me,  and  such  is  the  deponent  and  the  evidence 
upon  which  this  prosecution  principally  rests. 

Passing  over  the  evidence  of  James  Mansfield,  as  being  too 
vague  and  uncertain  to  draw  any  conclusion  from,  I  will  proceed 
to  examine  the  most  material  hearsay  evidence.  That  of  James  Bmmy 
Remnant  has  no  relation  to  the  prisoner  Nichols ;  but  it  serves  to  «^*<*««»- 
contradict  Joseph  Taylor,  for  he  swears  to  have  received  a  certain 
message  from  Taylor,  to  be  delivered  to  Richard  Baylis,  at  Toon- 
gabbe,  which  message  Taylor  denies  giving  to  him.  But  Baylis 
acknowledged  to  have  received  such  a  message,  although  it  does 
not  appear  in  the  minutes  of  the  Court. 

Of  Joseph  Taylor's  evidence,  besides  the  above  contradiction,  ^^^J^^' 
I  would  ask  whether  it  is  at  all  probable  that  the  chief  overseer,  evidciK>e.  ** 
let  his  principles  be  what  they  might,  should  address  a  man  of 
such  character  as  this  evidence  in  the  open  street,  without  any 
reserve  or  cautionary  preface,  upon  a  subject  that  so  nearly  con- 
cerned his  liberty  and  property?    At  the  same  time,  let  it  be 
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1799  remembered  that  Joseph  Taylor  himself  acknowledged,  although 
21  Feb.  ^^  d<>^s  iiot  appear  in  the  minutes,  that  he  was  not  at  all  intimate 
with,  or  in  the  habit  of  speaking  to,  the  prisoner,  Isaac  Nichols, 
and  particularly  that  he  never  had  exchanged  a  word  with  him 
upon  the  subject  in  question  before  he  met  him  in  the  open  street 
as  described  in  the  evidence.  I  cannot  pay  attention  to  any  part 
of  this  man's  testimony. 

To  the  depositions  of  James  Lacey  and  Richard  Broomfieid,  I 
oppose  that  of  Samuel  Sparks,  James  Fealon,  and  Thomas  OoUey, 
and  think  them  sufficiently  answered ;  premising  that  the  members 
of  the  Court  that  tried  Morris  believed  that  Lacey  was  certainly 
the  suborner  of  the  false  witnesses  on  that  occasion. 
The  hant-  In  speaking  of  the  evidence  of  William  Johnson,  the  executioner, 
^1^.^^ '  I  would  observe  that  Samuel  Wright  must  have  had  great  enmity 
to  the  prisoner,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  evidence  for  the  prosecu- 
tion ;  for  it  should  seem  he  considered  Nichols  as  the  principftl 
cause  of  his  untimely  end.  This  being  the  case,  would  he  not,  by 
deposition  before  a  magistrate,  endeavour  to  gratify  his  revenge, 
especially  when  that  and  the  cause  of  justice  so  exactly  coincided. 
But  no,  a  man  to  whom  it  would  be  of  little  use  to  tell  it, — one 
whom  the  very  situation  he  holds,  in  this  country  at  leasts  stamps 
as  infamous, — comes  forward  and  says  he  told  it  to  me  /  It  is  to 
be  observed  that  the  clergyman,  who  Ls  also  a  magistrate,  was 
with  the  said  Wright  after  the  conversation  with  the  executioner 
is  said  to  have  passed.  A  confession  to  this  gentleman  might 
have  answered  his  purpose,  but  he  never  mentioned  the  name  of 
Nichols.  Can  we  believe  that  when  he  was  in  a  few  moments  to 
suffer  death,  that  if  he  had  considered  the  enormity  of  Nichols s 
conduct  as  the  original  cause  of  his  unhappy  situation,  and  which 
at  this  time  must  have  been  very  fresh  in  his  memory,  that  be 
would  not  have  mentioned  it  ?  It  appeared  to  me  too  great  an 
inconsistence  at  that  time,  and  does  so  now. 

The  evidence  of  Joseph  Wass  and  Hugh  McDonald  say  nothinir 

against  the  prisoner. 

ol*^*  ^       Captain  John  MacArthur  relates  a  conversation  with  his  aer- 

Hacarthur    vant,  Thomas  Smith,  which  no  doubt  took  place.     Admitting  even 

immaterial,  ^hat  William  Wright  really  did  say  to  Thomas  Smith  what  the 

latter  deposes  upon  oath  he  did, — what  purpose  does  it  answer  i 

William  Wright  was  not  upon  oath  when  he  said  it ;  and  if  he 

had  said  the  same  thing  before  the  Court  itself,  under  the  same 

circumstances,  he  would  not  have  been  believed  !     But  the  same 

Wright  upon  his  oath  declares  that  his  brother,  on  being  asked, 

denied  that  Nichols  owed  him  anything,  or  ever  had  anything 

of  him.     But  what  weighed  more  with  me  was  the  debts  owing 

to  the  deceased  ;    one  of  which  was  for  Brazil  tobacco,  acquired 

(there  can  be  little  doubt)  by  the  same  means  as  that  which 

Nichols  is  said  to  have  bought.     But  no  mention  is  made  of  any 
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debt  owing  to  him  from  the  latter,  although  the  executioner  says  1799 
the  deceased  Wright  considered  Nichols  to  owe  him  more  than  21  Feb. 
£60. 

The  testimony  of  William  Balmain,  Esq.,  nearly  corroborates 
that  of  Henry  ELable  as  to  the  information  the  latter  received 
from  Nichols ;  but  he  seems  to  have  understood  it  as  descending 
more  into  particulars  than  it  really  did. 

The  evidences  to  the  character  of  the  prisoner  were  good,  and  Evidence 
spoke  highly  of  him.     On  considering  how  trifling  the  profit  in  SlchoS'T^ 
retailing  this  tobacco  would  have  been,  when  put  in  competition  character, 
with  his  liberty,  his  property,  and  fair  prospects  ;  that  there  was 
but  one  evidence  to  the  fact ;  that  this  evidence  was  in  the  worst 
of  aU  situations  for  claiming  credit  to  his  storey,  and  that  the  storey 
itself  was  inconsistent     I  could  not  possibly  find  him  guilty,  more 
especially  when  the  testimonies  intended  to  corroborate  it  were 
oiily  hearsay,  some  of  which  was  twice,  and,  in  one  instance,  three 
times  removed  from  the  original  speaker ;  that,  independent  of  being 
hearsay,  it  abounded  with  incongruities,  was  contradicted  in  some  The  question 
cases  by  opposite  evidence,  and  the  storey  in  toto  by  the  proba-  2(,PJ"f^*" 
bility  of  the  case ;  for  I  certainly  think  that  the  testimony  of  his     *  '* 
neighbours  do  away  the  likelihood  of  his  having  been  concerned 
long  enough  as  a  receiver  to  have  made  it  worth  the  risk.     Upon 
these  circumstances  and  considerations  it  was  that  I  acquitted 
Isaac  Nichols  of  the  charges  brought  against  him. 

On  a  careful  perusal  of  the  minutes  of  the  Court  I  have  the 
satisfaction  of  discovering  an  additional  circumstance  in  favour  of  a  circum- 
the  prisoner's  innocence,  which  may  perhaps  be  more  satisfactory  JJSSig'a 
stilL     The  time  that  the  tobacco  was  found  by  Henry  Kable,  the  favour, 
constable,  makes  it  next  to  an  impossibility  that  the  prisoner 
could  have  conveyed  it  between  the  rocks.     As  far  as  can  be 
selected  from  the  times  in  Hichard  Baylis's  evidence,  and  taking 
no  notice  of  two  Sundays  coming  together,  the  storey  he  means 
to  tell  is  that  the  tobacco  was  stolen  on  the  Saturday  night  or 
Sunday  morning,  and  that  soon  after  daybreak  on  the  same  mom* 
ing  the  witness  had  wheeled  it  to  Isaac  Nichols's.     In  the  course 
of  the  day  he  was  taken  into  custody  on  suspicion,  and  on  the  next 
morning,  or  Monday,  was  liberated.     On  the  same  Monday,  in  the  Contnaic- 
evening,  he  was  informed  that  it  was  hid  between  the  rocks,  from  Jf'fiilyiis'B^ 
whence  we  are  to  infer  that  on  Sunday  night  some  time  the  prisoner  evidence, 
bad  hid,  or  caused  to  be  hid,  the  tobacco  in  question.     But  it  was 
found  an  hour  and  a  half  before  sunset  on  Sunday  evening ;  conse- 
quently must  have  been  carried  there  very  early  in  the  morning, 
for  we  cannot  suppose  that  any  man  would  carry  such  a  thing  about 
to  hide  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  on  that  very  day  when  the 
hue  and  cry  was  out  after  it.     Nichols,  therefore,  certainly  could 
not  have  placed  it  where  it  was  found.     But  how  exactly  it  accords 
with  the  testimony  of  William  Wright  and  Lancashire — that  when 
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ITM      i^e  coiustableB  were  past  ihey  brought  it  out  of  Kidfciols's  yard  and 
a  Veh,     concealed  it  there. 

The  circom  stance  of  James  Mansfield  seeing  a  basket  of  tobaeoo 
on  his  ahonlder  is  easily  accounted  for  by  Henry  Kable. 
AddiUonai        -^^  ^  have  spoken  of  some  circamstanoes  that  do  not  appear  in 
notes.  the  minutes  of  the  Court,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  infonu  your 

Excellency  that  I  have  delivered  in  a  paper  to  the  Judge-Advocate 
pointing  these  circumstances  out ;  and  as  I  much  doubt  whether 
it  will  be  attached  to  the  minutes,  and  my  notes  upon  some  parts 
of  the  evidence  would,  in  consequence,  be  inadmiwrible,  I  sendyofor 
Excellency  the  following  copy. 

I  am,  dsc., 
Mattw.  Fuhdebb. 

Additional  Notes  by  Lieutenant  Flinders. 

4th  May,  1799. 
Fiindera  and  On  examining  the  minutes  of  the  Criminal  Court  that  tried  Isaac 
waterhouse.  j^i^hols,  (kc,  Mr.  Flinders  makes  the  following  ranarks  on  4hcm» 
and  on  showing  them  to  Captain  Waterhouse  he  agrees  to  their 
truth,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  made  known  to  Richard  Ban, 
Esq.,  Judge- Advocate. 
Trial  of  Extract  from  the  trial  of  Richard  Verior  and  others: — "Tbe 

Biohard  Court  declared  to  the  prisoner  Verior  that  it  was  [with]  regret 
they  acquitted  a  character  so  implicated  in  guilt,  but  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  evidence  did  not  warrant  a  different  verdict  according  to 
law."  To  the  best  of  my  recollection  the  Court  dedared  nothing 
to  the  prisoner  Venner  but  that  he  was  acquitted.  They  did 
indeed,  privately  talk  of  his  guilt,  and  few  seemed  to  doubt  his 
having  some  knowledge  of  the  robbery.  I  am  uncertain  whether 
the  Court  desired  the  Judge- Advocate  to  say  anything  of  thi» 
nature,  but  certainly  it  never  was  said. 

It  appears  in  the  evidence  of  James  Remnant  that  he  dehvered 
a  certain  message  to  Richard  Baylis  at  Toongabbe,  which  he  wv 
desired  to  do  by  Joseph    Taylor.     In  the  evidence  of  the  said 
Evidence  of  Joseph  Taylor  it  is  denied  that  such  a  message  was  sent.     But  it 
Taylor  un-    does  not  appear  in  the  minutes  of  the  Court  that  Richard  Bajlis 
reliable.       acknowledged  to  have  received  that  same  message,  which  he 
certainly  did  acknowledge.     To  the  best  of  my  recollection  he 
was  called  into  Court  a  second  time  and  asked  that  question,  the 
Court  having  perceived  the  disagreement  between  Remnant  and 
Taylor.     This  circumstance  is  the  more  material  as,  in  my  opinioiu 
it  served  in  a  great  measure  to  do  away  the  evidence  of  the  afore- 
said Joseph  Taylor. 
All  omission.      Another  circumstance  also  appeared  in  the  evidence  of  thxb 
witness  Taylor,  which  I  do  not  find  taken  notice  of  in  ^e  minot» 
of  the  Court.     He  acknowledged  to  questions  by  the  Court  that 
he  was  not  at  all  intimate  with,  or  in  the  habit  of  speaking  t», 
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Nichols,  and  particolArlj  that  he  never  had  exchanged  a  word      17f9 
with  him  before  upon  the  subject  in  question  till  he  met  him     21  Feb. 
in  the  street,  as  described  in  the  evidence.     This  destroyed  the 
probability  of  Taylor's  evidence,  in  my  opinion,  and  perhaps  of 
others  ;  therefore  it  is  material. 


Lieutenant  Kent  on  the  Trial. 
Obbbsvations  on  the  trial  of  Isaac  NichoUs,  principal  overseer  Kent's  ob- 
of  the  gangs  of  labourers  for  carrying  on  the  public  works  in  ■®^***®°*- 
the  town  of  Sydney,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Oeorge 
Johnson,  aid-de-camp  to  his  Excellency  John  Hunter,  Esqr., 
Captain-Creneral  and  Govemor-in-Chief,  &c.,   &a,   by  Lieu- 
tenant  William  Kent,   Commander  of  his   Majesty's  ship 
Supply,   one  of  the  members  who  voted  the  prisoner  not 
guilty. 
Is  the  four  indictments  preferred    against  the  prisoner  he  is  Nkshob  not 
called  a  labourer.    I  have  never  known  him,  during  the  three  *  ^*^'*"'' 
years  and  upwards  I  have  been  in  this  country,  in  a  situation 
that  could  authorize  classing  him  among  the  lower  order  of  the 
people ;  he  has  ever  appeared  to  me  a  respectable  man  in  a 
respectable  situation. 

Richard  Baylis  (the  evidence  admitted  on  the  part  of  the  (3M«eter  of 
Crown)  is  a  youth  of  uncommon  bad  character,  constantly  engaged  wiuiewfor 
in  some  degree  in  robberies,  and  in  the  habit  of  continually  living  *^«  Crown, 
in  places  frequented  by  housebreakers,  <Scc.,  and  whilst  in  Sydney 
he  generally  resided  in  the  dwelling  of  Joseph  Taylor,  which  is 
well  known  to  be  a  place  of  bad  fame. 

In  the  deposition  of  this  Baylis,  upon  the  trial  of  Collins,  Yan- 
derstein,  and  Chandler,  it  appears  Mrs.  MuUett's  house  was  broke 
open  on  tbe  Saturday  night,  or  early  on  Sunday  morning,  and  a 
quantity  of  tobacco  stolen  from  thence ;  that  Richard  Baylis  (by  circum- 
the  direction  of  Samuel  Wright,  one  of  the  thieves  some  time  ago  the°robber}-. 
executed  for  robbing  the  house  of  Simeon  Lord  in  this  town)  took 
one  of  the  baskets  of  tobacco  on  a  wheelbarrow,  and  convey 'd  it, 
about  five  o'clock  on  the  Sunday  morning,  to  the  house  of  the 
prisoner,  Isaac  Nicholls,  where  he  inquired  of  the  servant  for  his 
roaster,  who  called  him  downstairs ;  Nicholls  asked  Baylis  where 
Samuel  Wright  was,  and  during  this  conversation  Wright  came  in  ; 
that  NiohoUs  and  Wright  conversed  together ;  that  the  witness 
heard  Nicholls  tell  Wright  if  he  would  come  in  the  evening  he 
would  pay  him  for  the  tobacco.     By  the  desire  of  Nicholls  the 
witness  deposited  the  tobacco  in  the  right-hand  room  in  the  house. 
When  this  was  done  Nicholls's  servant  desired  Baylis  to  leave  fi»yii8'8 
the  wbeelbarrow  and  call  for  it  again,  lest  there  should  be  any  a«»«nt. 
suspicion  about  the  tobacco.     A  few  hours  after  he  call'd  for  the 
wheelbarrow,  and  was  told  by  Nicholls's  woman  he  had  better 
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1799  take  away  the  tobacco,  as  the  alarm  about  Mrs.  Mullet's  robbery 
21  Feb.  ^^^  spread,  and  the  constables  were  in  quest  of  the  stolen  tobacco 
and  property.  Baylis  replied  he  would  call  for  it  in  the  evening. 
He  took  away  the  wheelbarrow,  and  as  he  was  returning  there- 
with he  met  the  prisoner  NichoUs  near  the  gaol,  who  asked  him 
where  Samuel  Wright  was,  to  which  he  replied  he  was  coming  down 
Sydney  with  one  Jack  Colly.  He  took  the  wheelbarrow  home  to 
Joseph  Taylor,  from  whence  he  was  taken  into  custody  on  sus- 
picion of  robbing  Mrs.  MuUett  of  the  tobacco.  Samuel  Wright 
was  also  apprehended  afterwards.  The  next  morning  (Sunday) 
he  and  Wright  were  discharged. 
A  (lis-  How  this  again  comes  to  be  Sunday  is  astonishing  !  for  here 

crepancy.  jg  positively  two  Sundays  together  without  any  intervening  day, 
and  related  by  the  evidence  circumstantially.  On  being  discharged, 
as  before  stated,  Baylis  went  to  the  house  of  Joseph  Taylor, 
where  he  usually  resided,  when  Taylor  expressed  his  surprize  at 
seeing  him  out  of  custody  without  a  hearing.  Baylis  replied  he 
thought  it  was  a  planned  thing  between  Kable,  the  gaoler,  and 
Nicholls,  the  prisoner,  to  detect  them  in  their  pursuits  after  the 
said  tobacco,  supposed  to  be  planted.  In  the  evening  (being 
Monday)  he,  Baylis,  with  W'right,  went  together  to  the  house  of 
Isaac  Nicholls,  when  the  servant  informed  them  Nicholls  was  not 
*f  B^"ite"**d  *^  ^^T^'^^'  In  the  course  of  the  same  evening  they  called  again, 
Wright.  when  the  servant  infonned  them  his  master  was  at  home,  and 
accosted  them  thus  :  "  Oh,  you  are  come  about  the  tobacco,"  The 
servant  then  went  up  to  Nicholls,  and  brought  a  message  from  him, 
importing  that  the  tobacco  was  placed  between  two  rocks  near  the 
new  house  building  for  Mr.  Moore,  and  if  they  chose  to  go  for 
it  they  might.  Baylis  and  Wright  then  quitted  the  house,  and 
Baylis  refused  to  go  for  it,  saying  he  would  not  be  hanged  about 
it.  Wright  say'd  he  would  go  for  it  if  he  could  get  a  boat,  to 
which  Baylis  answered  he  was  sure  there  were  constables  set  to 
watch  it.  Baylis  returned  home  to  Taylor's  house,  and  related 
what  hjad  passed,  when  Taylor  observed  to  him  that  he  thought  it 
was  as  he  mentioned,  from  the  circumstance  of  their  being  released 
in  the  morning. 
Baylis  con-  Bichard  Baylis,  in  his  evidence,  says  the  tobacco  was  taken  to 
tradictshim-  NichoUs's  house  at  five  o'clock  on  the  Sunday  morning,  and  on 
the  evening  of  the  same  day  (although  he  calls  it  Monday)  he  was 
told  it  was  planted  between  two  rocks,  near  Mr.  Moore's  house, 
by  NichoUs's  woman.  It  is  worth  observing  by  his  own  deposi- 
tion at  this  time  he  was  in  prison. 

At  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  at  such  season  of  the  year  at  this 
place  it  is  daylight.  The  dockyard  is  between  the  house  of  Isaac 
Nicholls  and  Mr.  Moore's,  and  the  fence  of  the  dockyard  runs 
into  the  water  over  the  rocks  on  that  side  Sydney  Cove,  which 
rocks  are   steep  to,  so  that  there  is   no  way  of  passing  from 
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Nicholls's  house  to  the  two  rocks  where  the  tobacco  was  found       1799 
but  on  the  main  road,  by  the  hospital  and  other  public  and  private     21  Feb. 
buildings,  along  which  many  people  must  have  been  passing  and       ~r- 
repassing.      I  therefore  say  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  a  person  bmty^of 
of  Nicholls's  respectable  appearance  between  five  o'clock  in  the  ^j^^ 
morning  and  two  hours  before  sunset  to  carry  so  bulky  an  article  secreted  the 
as  a  ba^et  of  Brazil  tobacco  along  the  road  without  being  par-  *<*^**®*^- 
ticularly  observed. 

(Lieutenant  Kent  then  proceeds  to  comment  upon  the  various 
other  evidences  offered,  substantially  to  the  same  effect  as  Capt 
Waterhouse  and  Mr.  Flinders.     He  concludes  in  these  words  : — ) 

The  only  evidence  who  pretends  to  speak  from  his  own  know-  Baviis  the 
ledge  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  against  Isaac  Nicholls  is  evidence. 
Richard  Baylis,  who  was  deeply  concerned  in  the  robbery  himself, 
and  acted  under  the  influence  of  fear,  as  appears  by  his  answer  to 
the  nineth  question  put  to  him  by  the  prisoner. 

The  rest  of  the  evidence  is  hearsay,  some  from  a  second,  and  Heamy  evi- 
even  from  a  third  hand;  and  much  surprized  am  I  they  should  properly 
have  been  taken  and  put  uix)n  the  minutes  of  the  Court.     It  is  admitted, 
unnecessary  for  me,  I  conceive,  to  make  any  observations  on  the 
prisoner's  defence,  or  the  evidence  he  brought  forward  in  support 
of  it.     I  voted  the  prisoner,  Isaac  Nicholls,  not  guilty  from  the 
most  perfect  conviction  of  his  innocence ;  and  if  it  had  appeared  to 
me  there  was  a  chance  of  his  guilt,  I  should  still  have  doubted 
there  being  sufficient  legal  evidence  to  convict. 

These  few  observations  are  humbly  and  respectfully  submitted 
to  hLs  Excellency  Governor  Hunter  by  his  most  obedient,  humble, 
and  devoted  servMit,  W.  Kent. 

UxDEE  Secretary  King  to  The  Transport  Commissioners. 
Gentlemen,  Whitehall,  23rd  February,  1799.         28  Feb. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  finding  that  some  time  will  elapse 
before  the  Porpoise  can  sail  for  New  South  Wales,  and  his  Grace 
understanding  that  there  is  a  fast-sailing  whaler  called  the  Walker  The  Walker, 
fitting  in  the  river  to  carry  stores  to  that  colony,  which  has  been 
taken  up  by  the  Board  for  that  purpose,  I  am  directed  to  desire 
that,  exclusive  of  the  articles  which  the  Walker  is  to  carry  out, 
you  will  be  pleased  to  give  the  necessary  orders  that  the  persons 
as  per  margin,*  with  about  eight  tons  of  baggage,  be  received  on 
board  the  Walker  for  a  passage  to  New  South  Wales,  to  be  pro-  TtMengen 
perly  accommodated,  and  the  master  of  the  ship  to  be  furnished  '^"^  Sydney, 
with  a  sufficiency  of  provisions  for  the  above  persons  from  the 
Comm'rs  of  Victualling,  at  the  ration  issued  to  the  Navy,  for  seven 
months,  any  remains  to  be  returned  to  the  stores  at  Port  Jackson, 

*  "  Lt.-Govr.  King,  Mra.  Kinor,  Philip  Kinsr,  Elizh.  King,  Jane  Dundas,  Js.  Nalret,  J. 
Cayley,  R«v.  W.  Haddock.**  Lieutenant-Governor  King  did  not  embark  on  the  Walker. 
He,  «ith  his  famUy.  Caley  the  botanist,  and  others,  sailed  in  the  transport  Speedy,  arriving 
ai  Sydney  on  15th  April,  1800. 
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1790  together  with  the  bales  of  cloathing  and  weaTing  instrmnentB 
23  Feb.  referred  to  in  my  letter  of  the  22iid  instant  as  being  neoesBary  to 
be  removed  from  the  Porpoise  into  some  other  vessel  bound  to  Fort 
Jackson  ;  and  I  am  farther  directed  to  request  joa  will  use  yoar 
utmost  endeavours  that  the  Walker  may  be  imminfiately  dispstcbed, 
as  his  Majesty's  service  renders  it  neooaaary  that  lieuteDsni- 
(Governor  King  should  arrive  at  the  cdony  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  ^c, 

J.  Kl5G. 

Thb  Duke  op  Portland  to  Governor  HmrraB. 
«Feb.         Sir,  Whitehall,  26th  Februarj',  1799. 

CompiBiiita  Since  I  finished  my  dispatch  to  you  of  the  21st  December 

^ImSw.  ^^9  ^  h&ve  received  information  which,  although  it  has  not  been 
regularly  and  authentically  communicated  to  me,  is,  nevertheless, 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  make  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  investigate 
the  truth  of  it.* 

It  highly  affects  the  credit  of  your  administration  and  the 
general  character  of  Government  in  such  a  manner  as  to  require 
the  most  immediate  and  unequivocal  refutation  of  it,  and  I  can- 
not do  you  the  injustice  to  suppose  that  you  will  not  be  able  to 
give  me  the  fullest  satisfaction  in  that  respect,  and  after  assuring 
ADonymoui.  ^^^  *^*'  ^  ^*  ^*®  ^  ^^  power  to  ascertain  the  parties  who  have 
given  this  information,  or  from  whence  it  has  been  transmitted, 
you  should  not  be  left  unacquainted  with  them. 
The  chaig«8      ^  proceed  to  let  you  know  that  it  is  asserted  that  the  price  of 
made  necessary  articles  is  of  late  doubled.     That  the  same  wheat  is 

Winter's  ad-  received  into  the  Government  stores  at  ten  shillings  per  bushel 
tion!****  which  the  settler  is  under  the  necessity  of  selling  to  the  huckster 
at  three  shillings.  That  spirits  or  oUier  articles  are  purchased 
by  the  ofElcers  of  his  Majesty's  forces  in  New  South  Wales  and 
retailed  by  them  at  the  most  exorbitant  prices  to  the  lowest 
order  of  the  settlers  and  to  convicts.  That  the  profit  received  on 
such  articles  is  often  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  shillings  for  one. 
That  this  sort  of  traffic  is  not  confined  to  the  officers,  bat  i» 
carried  on  in  the  Government  House,  although  it  is  not  affirmed 
that  you  have  any  participation  in  such  proceedings.  That  the 
officers  and  favoured  individuals  are  allowed  to  send  large  quanti- 
ties of  grain  into  the  Government  stores,  whilst  those  who  have 


*  Unfortunately  it  la  now  quite  Impovible  to  state  wltti  oeftAinty  who  < 
tbme  charges  against  Hunter  to  the  ihike  of  Portland ;  they  wera  evidently  anonjinoas. 
It  would  almost  appear  that,  at  the  time  this  despatch  was  written,  the  Secretary  of  state 
had  made  up  his  mind  to  recall  Hunter  and  apfioint  Lieiitenant*Govemor  P.  G.  Kisf  a 
his  place  (ante,  p.  884).  See  also  Ideutenant-Ooremor  King:'s  dormant  Oommisskn.  ^im 
as  early  as  lat  May,  1798,  (ante,  p  S81),  and  the  letter  of  14th  September.  17W,  attributed 
to  llarsden  (ante,  p.  486).  Hunter  did  not  raoeiTe  the  above  letter  until  Snl  Novsmber,  17» 
(see  his  letter  in  answer  of  16th  November,  17W).  Even  before  he  had  written  his  repl^  ^ 
Duke  of  Portland  had  signed  the  langthy  letter  of  6th  November,  1798.  in  which  be  fonio- 
lated  his  oomplaints  against  Hunter,  and  ordered  him  to  return  by  the  flnt  safe  ooarenoce 
to  EnffUnd  (post,  pp.  73S  and  741).  King  arrived  at  Sydney,  with  authority  to  rd^ 
Hunter,  in  April,  1800. 
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only  the  ability  to  raise  small  crops  are  refused,  and  consequently  1790 
are  obliged  to  sell  their  produce  to  hucksters  at  the  low  rate  above  ^  jp^ 
mentioned. 

This  is  the  substance  of  the  communications  which  have  been  SjSSTb  ^ 
made  to  me,  and  although,  as  I  have  already  told  you,  I  cannot  the  chai^cfl. 
believe  them  to  be  generally  well-founded,  and,  least  of  all,  that 
you  yourself  have  any  participation  in  these  malversations,  yet 
that  the  practice  of  them  should  in  any  degree  be  imputed  to 
your  Government  is  a  circumstance  which  gives  me  great  pain  and 
uneasiness,  more  particularly  when  I  advert  to  the  very  strong 
and  specific  instructions  which  were  given  you  on  your  going  to 
your  Government,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  possible  existence 
of  most  of  the  evils  above  mentioned ;  and  that,  moreover,  you 
have  from  time  to  time  received  further  directions  for  enforcing 
them  to  the  utmost  of  your  power. 

If  those  instructions  and  directions  have  been  attended  to,  inrtroc- 
many  of  the  charges  above  mentioned  cannot  exist.     Moreover,  r^^ed. 
without  reference   to  ihose  charges,    I  must  observe  that  the 
operation  of  those  instructions  could  not  but  have  a  most  salutary 
effect  in  providing  in  a  great  degree  for  the  subsistence  of  the 
settlement,  and  I  cannot,  therefore,  but  observe  with  surprize  the 
great  amount  of  the  bills  which  have  been  drawn  by  you  for  Ezpeuse  of 
expences,   of  which  a  considerable  portion  ought  to  have  been  ment?**** 
defrayed  by  the  labour  of  the  convicts  belonging  to  the  Crown 
had  they  been  employed  conformably  to  those  instructions,  and 
that  those  bills  have  been  sent  over  unaccompanied  by  the  proper 
vouchers,  wherein  you  must  be  sensible  that  you  have  rendered 
yourself  personally  answerable  until  those  accounts  are  passed  by 
the  proper  departments  which  are  competent  to  that  service.     It 
behoves  you,  therefore,  to  lose  no  time  in  putting  these  accounts 
into  a  proper  train  to  be  settled  ;  and  it  is  no  less  material,  and 
I  cannot  too  strongly  impress  upon  you  the  duty  and  necessity  a  rafoutioD 
of  satisfying  me  of  the  falsehood  or  futility  of  the  charges  which  ll^^„  ^^ 
have  been  made  against  you  by  furnishing  me,  without  delay,  qoixwL 
with  such  Public  Orders  that  have  been  issued  by  you  as  contain 
the  regulations  under  which  grain  has  been  received  into  the 
public  stores,  by  which  I  am  persuaded  it  will  appear  that  the 
market  has  been  left  as  open  as  possible  to  every  description  of 
settler. 

You  will  also  transmit  to  me  copies  of  such  other  public  docu- 
ments touching  the  established  regulations  of  your  Government 
as  will  refute  the  other  assertions  which  have  been  made  to  your 
injury. 

And  with  respect  to  the  officers  being  allowed  to  sell  or  retail  ^^*'*  "^ 
spirits  or  other  articles  (exclusive  of  the  produce  of  the  land  or       *"* 
ground  allotted  to  them)  as  above  stated,  it  is  so  utterly  incon- 
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17W      sifltent  with   their  professional   character,  and  with  the  duti« 

2e  Feb.     annexed  to  it,  that  I  cannot  allow  myself  to  suppose  that  you  can 

have  let  a  suspicion  of  it  remain  unsatisfied.     But,  should  your 

tenderness  for  the  profession  have  so  far  prevailed  as  to  have 

induced  you  to  suspend  the  investigation  of  it,  I  desire  that  no 

further  time  may  be  lost,  and  that  you  will  immediately  proceed 

An  inquiry    to  institute  an  inquiry,  in  the  course  of  which,  if  it  sliould  be 

to  be  held,    proved  by  the  deposition  of  creditable  witnesses  that  any  officer 

has  transgressed  in  this  respect,  you  will  take  the  first  opportunity 

of  sending  him  home,  together  with  evidence  in  proof  of  the 

charges,  to  be  laid  before  the  Commander-in-Cliief,  to  whom  I 

shall  not  fail  to  communicate  a  copy  of  this  dispatch. 

I  am,  &c., 

Portland. 

P.S. — I  take  this  opportunity  of  informing  you  that  his  Majesty 
Lieutenant-  lias  been  graciously  pleased  to  appoint  Lieutenant-Governor  King 
G^ernor     to  succeed  you  in  your  Grovernment  in  case  the  same  shall  become 
vacant  by  your  death  or  absence. — P. 


Government  and  General  Order. 
28  Feb.  28th  February,  1799. 

The  Governor  having  received  information  from  various  quartei-s 
that,  in  direct  disobedience  of  Public  Orders,  and  in  defiance  of  the 
consequences  of  detection,  several  persons  in  different  parts  of 
i^vatc  this  colony  have  taken  the  liberty  of  erecting  stills*  and  providing 
materials  for  the  purpose  of  distilling  spirituous  liquors.  As  it 
is  well  known  to  the  whole  colony  that  this  destructive  practice 
has  long  been  forbidden  in  this  settlement,  and  under  the  im- 
mediate authority  of  every  officer  who  has  commanded  in  it,  it 
is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  more  on  the  subject  than  to  call  on 
offloere  to  the  aid  and  exertion  of  the  whole  body  of  officers,  whether  ciWl, 
presaion^and  D^ilitary,  or  naval,  in  suppressing  it ;  and  to  desire  that  wherever 
detection  of  they  may  understand  it  continues  to  be  carried  on,  or  attempted, 
they  may  use  every  means  in  their  power  to  detect  the  guilty  person, 
and  to  seize  or  destroy  the  utensils  they  may  have  provided  for  «i 
purpose  so  certainly  calculated  to  ruin  the  present  healthy  state  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  territory.  All  constables,  watchmen,  and 
other  persons  are  hereby  strictly  enjoined,  wherever  they  may  have 
cause  to  suspect  this  hidden  trade  is  carried  on,  to  make  the  same 
known  to  any  magistrate  or  other  officer,  in  order  that  steps  be 
regularly  pursued  for  bringing  any  opposition  to  these  Orders  to 
proof.  If  those  persons  who  shall  presume  to  carry  on  this  noxious 
work  after  this  information  do  happen  to  be  free  people,  every 

*  An  order  of  similar  purport  was  issued  by  Hunter  on  2STd  January,  1796  (ante,  p.  10),  of 
which  the  Duke  of  Portland  expressed  his  approval  (ante,  p.  196). 
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indulgence  they  may  have  hitherto  received  from  Government       1799 
shall  be  immediately  withdrawn,  and  they  shall  be  ordered  to  quit     28  Feb. 
this  colony  by  the  earliest  opportunity.     If  a  convict,  they  will       — 
receive  such  treatment  for  their  disobedience  as  their  conduct,  in 
the  opinion  of  a  Court,  may  appear  to  merit. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

5th  March,  1799.  5  March. 

Parole — Brilliant.  Countersign — Victory. 

The  Governor  having  received  by  the  ship  Rebecca,  from  the  Cape 
Good  Hope,  authentic  information  of  another  most  brilliant  victory 
gained  by  the  British  fleet,  under  the  command  of  that  distinguished 
officer  Admiral  Sir  Horatio  Nelson,  over  that  of  the  French,  off 
Alexandria,  in  the  Mediterranean,  he  has,  therefore,  believing  Aboukir 
that  such  intelligence  wou'd  be  highly  gratifying  to  the  inhabitants  ^>'- 
of  this  colony  in  general,  thought  proper  to  give  a  few  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  that  glorious  event  in  the  Public  Orderly  Book. 
The  battle  was  fought  on  the  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  days  of  August 
last.     The  French  were  superior  in  the  size  of  their  ships  and 
number  of  guns.     They  had  been  employed  in  transporting  the  Particuiare 
French  army,   under  General   Buonaparte,   into   Egypt,    which  g^*^^| 
country  they  intended  to  conquer  ;  but  have  received  some  severe 
checks  from  the  Turks  and  Arabs,  and  are  now  much  divided  and 
discontented.     The  defeat  and  capture  of  their  fleet  occasioned  the 
total  destruction  of  all  their  transports,  so  that  they  are  now  cut 
off  from  any  retreat  into  France. 

Nine  sail  of  the  line  were  taken,  two  sail  were  blown  up,  and 
two  sail  only  made  their  escape. 

It  is  also  confidently  asserted  at  the  Cape  that  the  French  had. 
landed  in  Ireland  ten  thousand  men;  that  they  had  been  completely 
cut  ofl^  by  the  Marquis  Cornwallis,  who,  it  is  probable  from  this 
account,  is  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  in  Ireland. 

Ordered  to  fire  from  the  battery  a  royal  sallute. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

The  Horse  Guards  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Paterson. 

Sir,  Horse  Guards,  6th  March,  1799.         6  March, 

The  Duke  of  Portland  having  stated  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  that  the  most  serious  representations  have  been  made  to  his 
Grace 'of  the  abuses  which  are  practiced  and  countenanced  by  the 
officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  who,  among  other  instances 
o!  impropriety,  are  stated  to  be  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  spirits  The  traffic 
and  other  articles  in  New  South  Wales  and  retailing  them  at  the  *°®p*^^®- 
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Tiansports. 


Guards  for 
the  voyage. 


moBt  exorbitant  prices  to  the  lowest  orders  of  the  settLers  and  to 
convicts,  and  that  the  profit  received  on  such  articles  is  often  u 
the  rate  of  one  hundred  shillings  for  one,  I  am  directed  by  tiie 
Commander-in-Chief  to  make  known  to  you  the  above  drcum- 
stances,  an  investigation  of  which  has  indeed  already  been  direobed 
by  his  Grace,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  who  are  the  officers  that 
have  transgressed,  and  to  bring  them  to  punishment.  His  Boyal 
Highness,  however,  considers  it  of  such  importance  that  no  means 
should  be  neglected  which  may  tend  to  check  in  future  abases  of 
so  infamous  a  nature,  and  in  every  respect  so  pernicious  to  his 
Majesty's  service  and  so  injurious  to  the  character  of  a  British 
officer,  that  he  is  under  the  necessity  of  desiring  that  yon  will 
embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  of  proceeding  to  join  your  regi- 
ment, where,  it  is  hoped,  your  presence  will  materially  contribate 
in  some  measure  to  restore  the  credit  which  has  hitherto  attached 
to  the  character  of  a  British  officer,  but  which  has  in  this  instance 
been  suUied.  I  have,  &c^ 

RoBT.  Bbownbigg. 

The  Transport  Commissioners  to  Under  Secretary  Eixg. 

Sir,  Transport  Office,  6th  March,  1799. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  ult.  signifying  to  us 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland's  desire  that  we  should  take  into 
our  consideration  a  proposal  submitted  by  Mr.  James  Duncan  in 
behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  Friendship  and  Lux  St.  Anna,  two 
ships  taken  up  on  account  of  the  Irish  Grovemment  for  the  con- 
veyance of  about  300  convicts  to  New  South  Wales,  relative  to 
the  provision  of  a  proper  guard  for  each  ship,  we  request  yon  to 
inform  his  Grace  that,  upon  mature  deliberation,  we  conceive  it- 
will  be  more  safe  that  a  guard  should  be  furnished  as  usual  by  the 
.War  Department  of  this  country,  and  that  twenty  rank  and  file, 
with  their  necessary  officers,  will  be  the  proper  number  for  eadi 
ship  on  this  service.  We  also  request  you  tx>  move  his  Grace  that 
orders  may  be  speedily  issued  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  pro- 
vision, as  the  ships  will  very  shortly  be  ready  to  sail  for  Cork  for 
the  reception  of  the  convicts  intended.         We  have,  &c., 

Ambrose  Serle. 

John  Sghanck. 

Wm.  a.  Otway. 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Under  Secretary  King. 
8  March.        Sir,  Portsmouth,  8th  March,  1799. 

The  disposal  In  consequencc  of  the  communication  you  have  made  to  me 

me^  rtSk.  respecting  the  colony  in  New  South  Wales,  I  feel  it  a  duty  en- 
cumbent on  me  to  propose  such  an  arrangement  as  might  probably 
remove  some  of  the  evils  complained  of,  which  has  beeai  partly 
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carried  into  effect  by  the  eioathing  and  some  other  articles  lately       1790 
sent  out  being  to  be  disposed  of  to  those  who  do  not  labour  for  the    g  uarch. 
publick  benefit,  or  who  receive  salaries  from  the  Crown,  instead  of 
being  given  away,  which  has  hitherto  been  the  case. 

For  many  years  there  will  be  a  want  of  certain  stores  and  other  Private 
articles  of  real  utility  to  the  inhabitants,  which  can  only  be  sup-  SJoSSVy 
plied  from  England ;  nor  can  it  be  thought  unreasonable  that  the  for  stores, 
pubhck  should  be  remunerated  for  that  expence  when  bestowed 
on  those  who  receive  payment  for  their  services,  or  that  class  which 
does  not  benefit  the  publick  by  their  labour. 

And  that  those  supplies  should  be  constant,  and  turned  to  a  Kiag's 
beneficial  account,  both  for  the  interest  of  the  publick  and  the  SSSSSshfnif 
colonist,  in  reducing  the  publick  expences,  reconciling  the  inhabi- »  Govem- 
tants  to  their  situation,  destroying  the  imposing  and  oppressive  storehouse. 
monopolys  that  have  existed  (whereby  the  industrious  individual 
has  been  driven  from  ease  and  comfort  to  indigence  and  misery), 
and  removing  those  animositys  that  have  so  much  prevailed.     On 
those  grounds  I  beg,  sir,  to  submit  the  enclosures  to  your  con- 
sideration, the  one  containing  such  regulations  as  I  do  not  doubt 
will  be  fully  sufficient^  and  the  other  a  list  of  such  articles  to  be 
sent  out  yearly  as  would  be  productive  of  much  good  to  the  colony 
and  interest  to  the  Crown,  by  being  disposed  of  to  individuals  for 
their  personal  use. 

And  as  those  articles  ought  to  be  kept  apart  and  distinct  from 
the  stores  and  clothing  sent  for  the  convicts  at  public  labour,  I  beg 
to  suggest  the  propriety  of  any  eioathing  in  future  sent  for  the 
use  of  such  convicts  being  of  a  different  quality  and  colour  to  that  A^"^*^** 
sent  out  for  sale,  which  would  be  attended  with  many  advantages ;  the  convicts, 
and  altho'  a  liberal  supply  of  many  articles  has  been  sent  out 
during  the  last  two  years  for  the  public  use  of  the  colony,  I  beg  to 
add  a  third  list  of  su'ch  articles  as  I  conceive  the  colony  may  need 
in  another  year. 

Great  inconveniences  have  occurred  by  the  want  of  some  cir- Theooinage. 
culating  medium  which  has  never  existed  in  the  colony.*     How 
far  it  would  be  proper  to  grant  the  convenience  of  a  few  tons  of 

*  This  suggestion  of  Lieutensnt-Govemor  Kingr  wm  acted  upon.  On  the  12th  April,  1799, 
the  Duke  oxPortlaiid  informed  Governor  Hunter  tliat  he  ▼oukl  receive  by  the  Porpoise 
about  four  tons  of  copper  coins  (value  Id.  each),  total  value  £550  (post,  pp.  655,  656X  By 
Prodamatlon  of  19th  November,  1800,  Governor  King  announced  the  receipt  of  these 
c<q)per  coins.  They  were  d(>foiibedin  the  Proclamation  as  weighing  one  English  ounce 
each,  sUunped  with  the  profile  of  his  Majesty  on  the  one  side  and  of  Bintannla  on  the  other. 
Each  coin  was  to  be  issued  at  the  rate  of  twopence ;  and  it  was  notified  that  the  exportation 
of  any  sum  exceeding  five  pounds  of  this  copper  coinage  would  be  punished  by  a  fine  of 
treble  the  value  and  forfeiture  of  the  sum  exported.  The  coin  was  evidently  the  one  penny 
of  Oeorge  III.  This  was  not  the  first  shipment  of  ooin  received  from  England.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1792,  the  Kitty  arrived  with  8,870  ounces  of  sUver  in  dollars,  valued  at  £1,001  (Collins, 
▼oL  i,  p.  248).  Hunter  (10th  November,  1799)  suggested  that  a  supply  of  silver  coin  should 
also  be  sent  (post,  p.  740). 

VOL.  in. — 2  8 
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copper  coin,  and  to  attach  a  greater  value  to  it  than  its  intiinsick 
worth,  I  beg  to  submit  to  your  consideration,  in  case  you  should 
see  it  necessary  to  refer  the  consideration  of  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Coins  now  sitting. 

The  remote  situation  of  the  colony,  and  the  impossibility  of  the 
inhabitants  procuring  any  article  of  use  or  comfort,  but  thro*  the 
aid  of  Government,  or  being  subject  to  the  greatest  impositions  by 
those  who  retail  articles,  which  they  purchase  from  masters  of 
ships,  make  me  hope  that  some  relief  will  be  granted  to  their 
necessities.  I  ^^^^^  ^^^ 

Philip  Gidley  King. 


Lists  of 
require- 
ments to  be 
sent  home 
yearly. 


Method  of 
shipment. 


Settling  the 
sale  price. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Proposed  Regulations  fob  Governuent  Store.* 

Proposals  for  establishing  and  regulations  for  conducting  a  selling 
store  for  various  articles  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  his  Majesty's  colony  in  New  South  Wales. 

That  no  inconvenience  or  disappointment  may  arise  for  want 
of  these  supplies,  there  should  be  two  returns  or  lists  made  out, 
and  sent  yearly  by  the  Commissary,  and  approved  by  the  Governor, 
to  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, one  of  which  lists  should  be  for  articles  wanted  for  the  use 
of  the  Crown,  and  the  other  of  such  necessary  articles  wanted 
for  the  inhabitants,  to  be  disposed  of  to  individuals  in  return  for 
grain,  live  stock,  or  for  money ;  and  the  utmost  attention  ought 
to  be  paid  that  no  more  of  any  species  be  demanded  than  mar 
be  wanted  by  the  Crown  or  inhabitants  in  the  course  of  the 
year. 

The  articles  demanded  should  (to  prevent  inconvenience)  be  ssent 
out  yearly,  packed  in  cases  or  casks.  As  [many  as]  possible  of 
the  latter  would  be  preferable,  and  if  watertight  they  would  turn  to 
good  account  in  being  sold  to  whalers  at  an  advance  of  20  per  cent., 
consigned  to  the  Governor,  who  will,  of  course,  give  the  whole  in 
charge  to  the  Commissary,  by  whom  they  should  be  lodged  in  a 
store,  entirely  separate  from  any  other  store,  and  placed  under  the 
management  and  particular  charge  of  one  of  the  Deputy  Com- 
missaries. 

An  invoice  of  the  prime  cost  should  be  sent  to  the  Governor.  If 
the  articles  sent  should  arrive  in  a  general  good  condition,  the 
advance  on  those  articles  should  not  exceed  30  per  cent,  on  perish- 
able and  15  per  cent,  on  imperishable  articles;  but  if  a  great  part 
be  damaged,  such  further  advance  may  be  laid  by  the  Governor  as 

*See  also  Governor  Hunter^s  proposals  for  the  establishment  of  a  Oovemmeot  store.— 
Ante,  pp.  219,  344,  and  651. 
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may  indemnify  the  Crown  for  goods  damaged,  exclusive  of  the      1799 
first  advance,  which  is  for  freight,  expenses,  and  losses  hy  issuing    3  Maroh. 
in  small  quantities,  and  as  soon  as  convenient  after  the  arrival  of 
such  goods  public  notice  should  be  given  of  the  price  at  which 
these  articles  will  be  disposed  of. 

The  store  for  the  sale  and  exchange  of  these  articles  should  not 
be  opened  but  at  stated  periods,  previous  to  which  the  Commissary 
should  deliver  a  list  to  the  Governor  of  articles  wanted,  for  whom, 
and  proposed  mode  of  payment^  and  receive  his  directions,  which 
he  is  strictly  to  comply  with. 

The  Commissary  should  deliver  to  the  Governor  a  signed  return  Accounts  to 
of  the  articles  disposed  of,  and  for  what  consideration  ac  such  retarns"^ 
periods  as  an  issue  may  be  made;  also,  an  annual  account  thereof,  n»deout. 
specifying  the  receipt,  issue,  and  remains,  together  with  the  pro- 
duce thereof,  either  in  money,  grain,  or  animal  food,  signed  by  the 
Commissary,  examined  and  approved  by  the  Governor,  should  be 
sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  duplicates  to  the  Secretaries  of 
his  Majesty's  Treasury,  and  to  the  Commissioners  for  auditing 
public  accounts.     In  these  annual  accounts  the  persons  supplied 
are  to  sign  their  names  as  vouchers  for  the  expenditure. 

No  article  should  be  delivered  unless  the  purchaser  has  lodged  No  credit, 
an  equivalent  in  the  public  store  or  made   payment  in  money 
(excepting  in  such  cases  where  the  Governor  may  judge  necessary 
to  grant  that  indulgence  to  any  family  that  may  be  distressed 
until  their  crops  are  ripe  or  stock  in  a  marketable  state). 

Officers,  civil  and  military,  and  soldiers  (on  the  requisition  of  sales  to 
the  commanding  officer)  may  be  supplied  with  such  articles  as  they  ^fflcera. 
may  want  for  their  personal  use  only,  on  making  payment  as  above, 
or  by  bills  on  the  colonial  or  regimental  agents. 

If  any  person  should  abuse  this  indulgence  by  procuring,  by  Penalty  for 
means  of  agents  or  in  any  other  the  most  indirect  manner,  any  ^^^^ 
greater  quantity  of  these  articles  than  comes  to  the  share  of  an  purcha8e<i 
individual  or  family  for  the  purpose  of  retailing  it  out  again,  every  "' 

person  so  offending  should  be  deprived  of  every  future  supply  and 
otherwise  dealt  with  as  the  offence  may  deserve. 

If  any  person  acting  under  the  Commissary's  directions  do  not  Penalty  for 
comply  with  his  orders,  or  are  convicted  of  any  improper  conduct  n»**«>nduct. 
in  the  just  discharge  of  their  duty,  the  offender  should  be  dismissed 
from  his  employment,  and  such  other  notice  taken  of  the  offence 
as  the  Governor  may  judge  proper. 

As  circumstances  may  occur  wherein  it  may  be  necessary  to  use 
articles  sent  out  for  sale  for  the  public  service  of  the  colony,  in 
such  cases  the  Commissary  should  not  make  that  deviation  without 
a  written  order  from  the  Governor  for  that  purpose. 


644  HISTORICAL  EEC0BD8  OP  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

1790  [Enclosore  No.  2.] 

silMch.  Artidea  to  be  sent, 

1,904  caps.  4  boats  graplines. 

261  coats.  13  coils  white  rope. 

312  kettles.  6 •  lamps  for  ho^tals, 

21,773  gaiters.  jails,  &o. 

10,033  hats.  648  hammocks. 

664  hats  and  feathers.  48  blankets. 

4,400  haversacks.  206  lb.  candles. 

60  helmets.  64  hoes. 
20  casks  horseshoes,  nails,  ham*         65  shovels, 

mere,  &c.  1  steelyard. 

8,560  jackets.  1  beam,  triangle,  and  scales. 

99  knapsacks.  12  c,  2  qr.  weights. 

5,000  materials  for  shoes.  64  lanthoms. 

5,834  stocks.  31  sets  of  measores  for  com. 

35  sashes.  243  pearl  barley. 

829  sets  of  saddlery.  28  lb.  portable  soup. 

28,705  pairs  of  shoes.  254  scupper  nails. 

15,252  shirts.  30  tin  pots. 

2,313  beds,  complete  sets.  Wood  bowles,  plattem,  and  spoooa 
224  bhinkets. 


LXEUTBNANT-GOVBRNOB  KiKG  TO   SiR  JOSBPH   BaNKS. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

77,  St.  George's  Square,  Portsea, 
lOMareh.       Dear  Sir,  10th  March,  1799. 

I  should  have  written  to  you  before  now,  but  have  been 

The  waiting  the  Porpoise  getting  into  dock,  which  did  not  take  place 

docE!^  ***  "    till  last  Friday.     Everything  was  taken  out  of  the  'tween  decka, 

and  she  has  gone  in  with  all  her  stores,  &c.,  in.     The  plan  of 

alteration  is  that  of  adding  a  piece  to  the  sterapost  rudder  and 

after-part  of  the  keel,  doubling  her  to  five  inches,  and  removing 

the  top  works.    To-morrow  I  shall  go  on  board  and  plan  the  garden 

with  the  builder  below,  till  when  the  old  garden  remains,  but  must 

confess  that  had  I  the  entire  direction  of  the  business  I  should 

be  for  making  the  entire  alteration  as  stated  above,  but  retain  the 

Poeitlon  of    garden  on  the  quarter-deck,  put  up  a  place  for  the  reception  of  Uie 

plant-cabin   P^^<^^  below,  and  place  them  in  it  until  the  ship  is  got  to  the 

southward  of  Madeira,  then  remove  them  again  upon  deck  in  t-he 

garden,  where  they  might  remain  until  after  she  has  got  to  the 

southward  of  30  degrees  So.,  then  replace  them  below  again. 

'^^'toLi  ^^  ^^^^  means  many  advantages  would  be  gained  in  the  preser- 

vation of  such  a  valuable  collection  of  plants.  I  have  not  men- 
tioned this  circumstance  to  any  person  yet,  until  I  ha\'e  oonsoited 
the  people  in  the  yard  and  the  master  of  the  ship.  If  I  find  their 
opinions  favorable,  I  shall  then  write  you  such  a  lettw  on  the 

•Wonimcgible. 


H.H.8.  FO&POISE. 

subject  as  may  be  shewn  to  Sir  Andrew  Hamond ;  or,  if  you  do 
not  wish  to  see  him  on  the  business,  I  will  inclose  you  a  letter  for 
him,  but  had  rather  write  such  a  letter  to  you  as  might  be  shewn 
to  him. 

Most  of  the  people  here  say  that  the  rudder  is  placed  at  the 
wrong  end  of  the  ship.     This  is  nearly  her  plan  : — 
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1799 

10  March. 


Plan  of  the 
PorpoiM. 


The  people  in  the  yard  allow  her  three  weeks  before  she  comes  ^^^^"S^ 
oat  of  dock.     Should  exertions  be  used  in  the  whaler,  I  think  she  the  "^  ^"  ^ 
will  be  here  before  the  Porpoise  is  ready.     We  are  all  heartily  po^po^c- 
tired  both  in  mind  and  purses  with  the  long  detention,  but  I  hope 
good  will  ultimately  spring  from  evil 

I  am,  dsc, 

Philip  Gidlbt  King. 

I  wrote  my  official  letter  to  Mr.  King  respecting  the  stores  being  King's 
sent  out  for  sale,  and  regulations  thereon,  on  Friday  kst,  as  well  ■«"8»«^«>'>'- 
as  for  the  requisite  copper  coin,*  and  the  proposal  for  giving  it 
an  ideal  value,  recommending  it  to  be  referred  to  your  committee. 
Have  had  no  answer,  perhaps  shall  not,  as  Mr.  K.  knows  my 
intention  of  coming  to  town  again  before  I  go,  which  will,  I  believe, 
be  some  time  the  week  after  next. 

If  you  should  happen  to  go  that  way,  and  it  should  be  perfectly 
convenient,  I  will  be  obliged  to  you  to  mention  that  circumstance 
respecting  the  stores  and  coin. 

*  Bee  lieatenant-Govemor  King's  letter  to  Under  Seentwv  King  of  8tb  Hereh,  ITW.— 
j^te,  n.  641.  The  Duke  of  Portland's  instmctions  on  this  matter  wffl  he  found  at  pp. 
656, 660,  poet. 
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1790 

12  March. 


The  plant- 
cabin  on 
H.MS. 
Porpoise. 


The  plants 
and  the 
weather. 


Sir  Andrew 
Hamoud. 


LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOH   KiNG  TO  SiB  JoSEPH   BaKKS. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

77,  St.  George's  Square,  Portsea, 
Dear  Sir,  12th  March,  1799. 

As  an  opportunity  has  offered  of  writing  to  Sir  Andrew 
Hamond,  I  have  mentioned  the  subject  of  the  plant-cabbin,  in 
the  following  terms  : — 

"  In  this  place  I  beg  to  suggest  an  idea  to  your  consideration 
(and  in  which  I  have  consulted  with  Mr.  Scott)*  respecting  the 
plant-cabbin.  The  great  expence  and  trouble  that  has  attended 
the  collection  of  these  plants,  and  the  great  utility  they  will  be 
of,  if  carried  safe  to  the  colony,  I  am  certain  will  be  a  sufficient 
apology  for  my  troubling  you  again  on  this  head.  As  the  weight 
of  the  plant-cabbin,  <fec.  (exclusive  of  the  boxes),  is  only  14  cwU 
and  is  not  higher  than  the  quarter  railing,  I  beg  to  suggest  letting 
the  plant-cabbin  remain ;  and  as  no  good  weather  can  be  expected 
until  the  ship  is  to  the  southward  of  Madeira,  the  plants  might  all 
be  removed  to  the  latticed  births  below  the  day  before  sailing  from 
Spithead,  and  remain  there  until  in  about  29  or '30°  north  latitude. 
The  weather  will  then  be  fine,  and  a  competent  idea  may  be  formal 
of  the  propriety  of  replacing  them  again  in  the  plant-cabbin  on 
deck,  where  they  might  remain,  if  thought  proper  to  remove  them, 
till  in  latitude  30  S.,  or  perhaps  the  increased  stability  of  the  ship 
would  allow  of  their  remaining  all  the  way  to  the  Cape,  and  on 
sailing  from  thence  be  put  below  again,  which  I  should  apprehend 
would  go  greatly  towards  insuring  their  arriving  safe  in  the  colony, 
as  they  will  then  have  the  benefit  of  the  air  in  the  warm  climates 
and  trade  winds  between  those  latitudes." 

How  far  it  would  be  convenient  or  proper  for  you  to  back  this 
application,  I  must  submit  to  you  ;  but  I  believe  Sir  Andrew  will 
make  no  difficulty  in  agreeing  to  it.  The  ship  was  lifted  txnlay 
for  getting  the  false  keel  on.  I  omitted  calling  on  Mr.  Gilpin  when 
I  was  last  in  town,  but  as  I  shall  be  in  town  in  a  fortnight,  I  will 
not  then  forget  to  bring  it  down,  I  am,  &a, 

Philip  Gidley  Kjng. 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks 
(Banks  Papers). 
14  March.        Dear  Sir,  Portsea,  14th  March,  1799. 

A  present.  I  received  both  your  favors  of  the  1 1th  and  1 2th,  for  whicli 

I  am  obliged  to  you.  Souter  [Suttor]  received  your  benevolent 
present  of  the  ten-pound  note  with  much  gratitude,  and  by  yester- 
day's post  I  desired  him  to  acknowledge  it,  and  to  foi*ward  a  list 
of  the  plants  that  want  replacing.  If  nothing  unforseen  should 
occur,  it  is  my  intention  to  set  off  for  London  on  Thursday  next; 

*  Mr.  Scott  was  the  master  of  H.M.S.  Porpoise. 
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but  that  you  may  not  be  detained  in  your  arrangements  respecting      1799 
CoL  Paterson,  I  can  only  observe  that  when  he  went  out  we  arrived    u  March, 
together  in  N.  S.  Wales,  from  whence  he  accompanied  me  to  Nor-  y^^*J^^^ 
folk  Island,  where  he  remained  fifteen  montlis,  and  during  that  coionei 
time  I  received  the  utmost  support  and  assistance  from  him,  both  ^^"<>"- 
as  commanding  officer  of  the  few  troops  we  had  and  as  a  magistrate. 
I  cannot  conceal  from  you  that  there  are  many  and  very  obvious 
reasons  why  I  should  myself  give  a  decided  preference  to  a  civil  Appoint- 
lieut. -governor,  but  these  reasons  by  no  means  imply  any  personal  Lieutenant 
consideration  or  objection  to  CoL  Paterson,  whose  welfare  I  should  Governor, 
be  extreemly  happy  to  promote,  and  I  have  no  doubt  would  (if  he 
acts  from  himself,  without  attending  to  the  intrigues  of  those  whose 
interests  will  consist  in  those  improper  sacrifices,  which  will,  doubt- 
less, be  required)  do  what  is  right  and  honorable  ;  and,  having  that 
determination,  the  colony  would  be  benefitted  by  such  an  arrange- 
ment, and  whoever  was  Governor  would  be  greatly  advantaged  by 
such  a  colleague ;  and  should  he  get  the  appointment,  and  in  the 
event  of  my  remaining  at  Port  Jackson,  I  shall  do  as  much  to 
preserve  that  friendship  that  has  existed  between  us  as  I  did  at 
Norfolk  Island,  without  losing  sight  of  the  interests  of  the  trust 
reposed  in  us.* 

The  alterations  now  making  to  the  Porpoise  will  greatly  benefit  Alterations 
her.  The  addition  to  the  keel  and  stempost  is  nearly  finished,  and  pj,^;,^*^?* 
the  doubling  is  begun.  The  masts  are  to  be  shortened  3  feet.  Tt 
is  supposed  she  will  be  ready  to  go  out  of  dock  next  Thursday, 
after  which  a  few  days  only  will  be  necessary  to  equip  her.  The 
Indiamen  are  now  collecting,  and  will,  I  suppose,  in  another  fort- 
night or  three  weeks  be  ready  to  sail.  When  I  come  to  London 
I  shall  be  able  to  form  some  tolerable  idea  of  which  ship  I  shall 
go  by  ;  and  in  case  I  do  not  go  in  the  whaler,  I  should  think  it  a 
very  safe  and  quick  conveyance  for  Col.  Paterson.  Cay  ley  desires 
his  duty  to  you.  He  is  busily  employed  in  collecting  seaweed,  <kc., 
but  is  extreemly  uneasy  at  remaining  so  long  on  this  barren  spot. 
I  think  from  what  I  see  of  him  that  he  is  a  very  indefatigable  man. 

Since  having  begun  this  letter,  I  think  it  will  be  more  convenient  a  viiit  to 
for  me  to  come  to  London  on  Tuesday  next.     I  have  not  heard  Lo»<>on. 
anything  about  the  t-     This,  I  believe,  the  Comptroller 

promised  to  furnish.  I  some  time  ago  wrote  to  Mr.  Nepean, 
re<[uesting  a  copy  of  the  French  survey  of  the  harbour  in  Van 
Dieman's  Land,  which  Mr.  Dalrymple  has,  but  he  cannot  give 
it  without  an  Admiralty  order.  If  you  should  see  Mr.  Nepean, 
I  ^ill  be  much  obliged  by  your  mentioning  it  to  him. 

I  am,  (See, 

Philip  Gidley  King. 

*  The  friendly  Kntimente  Kinff  here  expresses  towards  Colonel  Paterson  did  not  prevent 
the  latter  from  sadly  hanuiBing  Kinir  shortly  after  he  aasumed  command  at  Sydney. 
tWordiUf^ible. 
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1790  Undbb  Sbgbbtaby  Kino  to  Sib  8.  Cottbbu^ 

u  March.       Sir,  Whitehall,  14th  Mardi,  1799. 

Goppeij  I  &ni  directed  by  the  Dake  of  Portland  to  transmit  to  jou 

coinage.  the  within  extract  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  fom  Lt.-Govr. 
King,  dated  Portsmouth,  8th  instant,*  sn^esting  the  expediency 
of  granting  a  few  tons  of  copper  coin  for  a  circulating  medium  in 
New  South  Wales ;  and  I  am  to  desire  that  you  will  lay  the  said 
extract  before  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for 
Trade  and  Plantations,  for  their  Lordships'  consideration,  and 
with  a  view  to  his  Grace's  being  favoured  with  their  Lordships' 
sentiments  thereon.  I  am,  4ka, 

J.   KlKG. 

LIEUTRNAKT-GOVBRNOR   KiNG  TO  SiR  JoSEPH   BaNKB. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

Webb's  Hotel,  K^.-8t,  Covt,  Garden, 
19  Match.        Dear  Sir,  19th  March,  1799. 

KiDff  at  I  ^M  with  Mr.  King  to-day  at  half -past  one,  and  was  with 

whitehau.  jiim  till  half -past  two,  and  as  some  urgent  business  occurred  at  the 
Transport  Board,  I  was  obliged  to  go  thither,  which  probably 
prevented  me  from  seeing  you  there,  and  I  am  apprehensive  Mr. 
King  went  to  the  Duke  before  you  came.  On  his  mentioning 
Paterson's  business,  I  believe  a  difficulty  has  occurred  respecting 
the  table-money  ;  but  it  is  so  settled  that  Mr.  King  has  promised 
Lieutenant-  to  take  the  Duke's  pleasure,  on  Paterson  being  appointed  Lieut- 
Sterwn.  Governor,  and  to  have  a  Commission  as  Judge  of  Vice- Admiralty 
Court.  To  the  latter  no  salary  is  attached,  but  to  the  former 
^250  is  the  stipend,  which  will  be  proposed  in  the  next  year's 
estimates.'  I  should  have  waited  on  you  with  the  information, 
but  that  I  was  obliged  to  go  into  the  city,  and  must  be  at  Black- 
wall  to-morrow  morning  to  look  at  the  ship  and  arrange  accom- 
modation, dec.  I  have,  d:c., 

Philip  Gidley  King. 

Under  Secretary  King  to  Secretary  Nepean. 

soMaieh.       Sir,  Whitehall,  20th  March,  1799. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  within  copy  of  a  letter  from 

me  to  you  of  the  2nd  March,  1797,t  and  as  it  does  not  appear 

whether  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  were  pleased 

to  accede  to  the  appointment  therein  recommended  by  the  Duke 

of  Portland,  or  whether,  as  his  Grace  conceives  to  be  the  case, 

Stewon      *^®  original  warrant  appointing  Major  Paterson  (now  Lieut- 

viTO-  Colonel  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps)  to  the  office  of  Judge  of 

Judge.   ^    the  Admiralty  at  the  Settlement  of  New  South  Wales  was  sent 

*  The  xmngmfh  which  f onned  the  endontre  will  be  (oand  on  p.  641,  ante. 

t  This  letter  is  not  amongst  the  Reoords. 
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out  and  lost  in  the  Lady  Shore,  transport,  I  have  now  the  Duke  1799 
of  Portland's  directions  to  desire  that  you  will  move  their  Lord-  so  March, 
ships  to  be  pleased  to  cause  another  warrant  to  be  made  out  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible,  in  order  that  Lieut. -Col.  Paterson,  who 
is  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  for  New  South  Wales,  may  be 
enabled  to  take  upon  himself  the  duties  of  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Admiralty  upon  his  arrival  at  that  settlement,  when  occasion 
may  require  it.  I  am,  &c., 

J.    KlHQ. 

The  Navy  Board  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.     (Banks  Papers.) 

Sir,  Navy  Office,  21st  March,  1799.        21  luroh. 

Judging  it  expedient,  agreeable  to  your  suggestion,  that  two 
borers  and  six  bitts  should  be  sent  out  mi  the  Porpoise  to  New  ooai-boring 
South  Wales,  for  the  purpose  of  trying  for  coals  at  a  more  con-  *pp*™*^- 
venient  place  than  where  the  present  mine  has  been  discovered, 
we  request  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  give  orders  for  their  being 
provided  and  sent  down  to  the  Porpoise,  at  Portsmouth,  fearing 
that  if  it  should  be  longer  delayed  the  ship  may  sail  without  them. 

We  are,  Ac., 

C.  Hope. 
J.  Henslow. 
Geo.  Marsh. 
Memo,  hy  Sir  Joseph  Banks : — Received  this  letter  at  2  o'clock. 
Sent  for  Mr.  Wapshot,  who  arrived  at  3^.     Ordered 
3  joints.  2  chiflsell  fire  bitts 

1  do.  with  an  eye.  2  box  do. 

50  pairs  of  screws.  1  pair  of  spanners. 

2  ground  fire  bitts. 
To  be  ready  in  a  fortnight 


Under  Sbcbetabt  King  to  Colonel  Bbownrioo. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  24th  March,  1799.        24  March. 

I  have  laid  before  the  Duke  of  Portland  your  letter  of  the 
19th  inst,  inclosing  an  extract  of  one  from  lieutenant-Colonel 
Paterson,  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps.* 

With  respect  to  the  first  point,  his  Grace  sees  no  objection  to  Augmentinfr 
Lieut.-Colonel  Paterson's  being  authorized  to  compleat  the  New  glj^S*'^ 
South  Wales  Corps,  by  enlisting  into  it  the  free  people  within  the  Wales 
colony,  subject  always  to  the  consent  of  the  Grovernor.f   The  Duke   ^"^ 
of  Portland  is  at  the  same  time  of  opinion  that  no  person  who 
lias  been  a  convict  ought  on  any  account  to  be  permitted  to  be 
enlisted  into  the  corps,  except  in  those  particular  instances  where 
the  good  behaviour  of  the  individuals  may  justify  a  departure 
from  the  general  rule. 

*  Brownrigg's  letter  and  the  extract  from  Fatenon's  letter  are  not  available, 
t  See  Portland  to  Hunter,  22nd  February,  1797.— Ante,  p.  198. 
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Barrack 
uteiiBils  and 
furniture. 


Distribution 
thereof. 


Appoint- 
ment of  an 
aide-de« 
camp. 


Captain 
Johnstone. 


With  respect  to  there  being  no  regulation  in  regard  to  barrack 
utensils  and  furniture  for  the  military  doing  duty  in  that  settle- 
ment, his  Grace  is  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  adviseable  tb&t 
his  Royal  Highness  should  be  moved,  previous  to  Lieut.-Colonel 
Paterson's  departure,  to  order  him  to  confer  with  the  Barrack- 
master-General  on  this  subject,  in  order  that  a  regular  list  of 
statement  may  be  formed  of  the  utensils  and  furniture  which  at 
stated  periods  may  have  been  or  may  be  necessary  for  the  Nev 
Soulh  Wales  Corps,  upon  its  present  establishment,  and  that  such 
articles  may  be  accordingly  from  time  to  time  sent  from  hence  bj 
order  of  the  Barrack- master-General.  In  doing  this  the  Duke  of 
Portland  concludes  that  his  Royal  Highness  will  deem  it  neces- 
sary  that  the  Barrack-master-General  should  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider whether  the  articles  in  question  may  not  be  deposited  under 
proper  custody  in  the  settlement^  and  distributed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  without  having  recourse  to  anj 
additional  establishment,  which  it  would  be  extremely  desireable  to 
avoid. 

With  respect  to  the  appointment  of  an  aide-de-camp,  altho' 
his  Grace  is  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  of  service  in  the  govem- 
ment  of  so  distant  and  so  peculiarly  circumstanced  a  colony,  and 
where,  upon  that  account,  the  Governor  is  vested  with  extraordi- 
nary powers,  that  his  establishment  should  carry  at  all  times  a 
military  appearance,  yet  if  his  Royal  Highness  conceives  there 
are  any  material  objections  to  such  an  appointment,  it  by  no 
means  appears  to  his  Grace  so  necessary  as  absolutely  to  require 
its  being  continued.  As  to  the  question  of  what  rank  the  officer 
may  be  who  is  to  be  appointed  aide-de-camp,  his  Grace  submits 
it  entirely  to  his  Royal  Highness. 

Inclosed  I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  transmit,  for 
the  more  particular  information  of  his  Royal  Highness,  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  Governor  Hunter,  in  consequence  of  his  having 
appointed  em  aide-decamp,  together  with  an  extract  of  one  from 
his  Grace  in  answer  thereto,  so  far  as  relates  to  that  question.* 

I  am,  dbc., 
J.  KlXG. 


Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  The  Navy  Board.     (Banks  Papers.) 

25  March.       Honorable  Gentlemen,  25ih  March,  1799. 

Purebarfnff  On  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  which  came  to  my  hands  on 

bormg-took  Fnday  evening,  I  immediately  sent  for  Mr,  W^apshot,  the  onlj 

person  resident  in  London  who  makes  boring- rods.      I  purpose, 

if  you  approve,  to  purchase  from  him  one  set,  and  to  provide 

another,  if  found  necessary,  in  some  part  of  England  where  coal- 

*  Hunter  appointed  Captain  George  Johnstone.— See  Government  and  Geneial  Oidff. 
17th  September,  1796,  ante,  p.  137 ;  Hunter  to  Portland,  12th  November,  1796*  ante,  p.  l^> 
and  Portland's  reply,  18th  September,  1798,  ante,  p^  490. 
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mines  are  worked,  and  the  construction  of  boring-tools,  of  coarse,       1709 
compleatly  understood.  25  Maroh. 

Mr.  Wapshot  is  ready  to  undertake  to  provide  in  the  course  of 
a  fortnight  a  set  of  compleat  rods  for  the  depth  of  one  hundred 
yards,  the  weight  of  which,  with  all  the  apparatus,  will  be  about 
8  cwt,  and  the  cost  about  £40 ;  or  to  provide  a  set  of  joints,  taps,  The  cort. 
and  screws,  with  wrenches,  bitts,  drills,  &c.,  leaving  the  iron  bars 
to  be  supplied  in  New  South  Wales,  and  this  apparatus  will  weigh 
about  5  cwt,  and  cost  about  £28. 

If  the  second  offer  is  approved,  the  bars,  which  are  inch  and 
quarter,  may  be  welded  on  when  the  rods  arrive  at  the  place  of  their  ArrMge- 
destination,  and  no  more  bars  used  than^^he  depth  required  may  ^^ 
make  necessary.  In  either  case  the  bars  may  be  cut  off  and  used 
for  any  other  purposes.  When  the  boring  is  finislied,  and  if  the 
joints,  &c.,  are  kept  safe,  other  bars  may  on  any  future  occasion 
be  welded  on  them  and  the  rods  refitted. 

I  conclude  that  there  always  must  be  enough  of  iron  bars  of 
inch  and  quarter  in  New  South  Wales  for  a  temporary  application 
of  this  nature.     I  therefore  recommend  to  the  Honorable  Board  Banks's 
to  order  the  taps  and  screws,  and  as  soon  as  I  am  favoured  with  ^Sition. 
the  determination  of  the  Board  I  will  immediately  set  Mr.  Wapshot 
to  work. 

I  should  be  glad  also  to  know  in  what  manner  the  rods  should 
be  forwarded  to  the  Porpoise,  and  to  whom  directed,  or  whether, 
as  the  weight  is  so  considerable,  you  will  not  rather  choose  to  send 
them  out  in  a  whaler  now  in  the  river,  in  which  I  understand 
Govr.  King  intends  to  proceed.  I  have,  &c., 

Jos.  Banks. 


The  Navy  Boabd  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.     (Banks  Papers.) 

Sir,  Navy  Office,  27th  March,  1799.        27  March. 

We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  inform- 
ing us  that  Mr.  Wapshot  is  ready  to  undertake  to  provide  in  the 
course  of  a  fortnight  a  set  of  compleat  rods  for  the  depth  of  one 
hundred  yards  to  try  for  coals,  or  to  provide  a  set  of  joints,  taps, 
and  screws,  with  wrenches,  bitts,  drills,  &a,  leaving  the  iron  bars 
to  be  supplied  in  New  South  Wales,  and  acquaint  you  we  approve  ^^  decision 
of  this  second  offer  of  Mr.  Wapshot's,  and  request  you  will  order  of  the  Navy 
him  to  provide  the  said  articles,  letting  us  know  when  they  are 
ready,  that  we  may  apply  to  the  Transport  Board  to  order  them 
to  be  received  on  board  the  ship  in  which  Governor  King  takes 
his  passage.  We  are,  dec, 

A.  S.  Hamond. 

C.  Hope. 

Geo.  Kogers. 
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3  April.         Sir,  .    Hans  Place,  3rd  April,  1799. 

th?  n!s.  w  "^  ^^  ^^^  Friendship,  transport,  has  sailed  for  Ireland,  and 

Corps.      '    i^e  Lux  St.  Ann  heing  now  in  the  river,  I  have  to  request  yon 

will  be  pleased  to  direct  that  Captain  Abbott,  with  his  &mily. 

and  Ensign  Piper  (both  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps),  may  \x 

received  on  board  that  ship. 

Captain  Abbott  requests  me  to  make  application  that  two  toct 
may  be  allowed  him  for  his  company's  stores. 

I  have,  <fec.. 


/ 


W.  Patebsok. 


The  Duke  op  Pobtlajtd  to  C.  F.  Greville. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  3rd  April,  1799. 

Mi^F.  I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  yesterday's 

.  ^  date  recommending  Mr.  F.  Barrallier*  as  a  fit  person  to  succeed 
the  present  Deputy  Surveyor-General  in  the  colony  of  New  Soaili 
Wales. 

As  the  filling  up  that  appointment  whenever  it  maybeooiDe 
vacant  must  be  left  open  to  the  King's  approbation,  it  will  not  be 
in  my  power  to  give  you  any  assurances  in  regard  to  the  succession 
of  Mr.  Barrallier  to  the  office  in  question. 

to  accom.         I  see  no  objection,  however,  to  his  being  permitted  to  proceed 

oM?aSnlon.  immediately  to  New  South  Wales  with  Governor  King  or  Colonel 

Paterson,  and  I  will  direct  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  for 

procuring  him  a  passage  on  board  the  Porpoise,  provided  there  is 

room.  I  am,  dba, 

PoRTLAinx 

*  Fntnds  Luis  BamlUer  w«b  a  yomur  Frenchmaii,  deaerfbed  by  Qoremor  King  as  a  nei 
of  great  abUities  «id  **  the  proten  of  Mr.  OreviUe."  Hie  exploratioiie  added  oooddenhlf 
to  the  geographical  knowledge  or  his  dav.  He  aalled  with  Lieatenant-Oovemor  Kinfr  in  ttc 
Speedy,  and  arrived  in  Sydney  in  April,  1800.  Hli  name  appean  in  the  Army  JMua 
EnOgn  of  the  New  South  Wales  Oorps,  14th  August,  1800 ;  Lieutenant  90th  Foot^  16sh  JUj, 
1805 ;  Captain  lOlst  Foot,  6th  July,  1800 ;  placed  on  the  half-pay  list  of  the  VflA  Ttt 
Jannaxy.  1817 ;  exchanged  to  SSid  Regiment,  10th  May,  1810;  excfaanired  to  \»Jt-w  tl 
25th  Light  Dragoons,  8th  February,  1821 ;  Brevet-Major,  22nd  July,  ISSOTBrweiUeatamr 
Oolonel,  9th  November,  1846 ;  silver  medals  for  Martinique(F\Bbruary,  1800)  and  Gmdakmpe 
(January  and  February,  1810).  The  year  following  his  arrival  at  Sydney,  GoveniorEiDS 
appointed  him  engineer  and  artilleiy  officer.  In  1801  he  accompanied  lieutenant  Gnat  in 
the  Lady  Nelson,  surveying  tttt  Bass  Strait  and  Western  Port,  and  later  in  the  suae  ymi 
Hunter  River.  In  1802  he  made  two  expeditions  into  the  mterior.  Of  the  fizst  fompm- 
tively  little  is  known,  except  that  he  had  six  or  seven  men,  two  natives,  and  two  bonn; 
they  were  out  about  a  fortnight,  penetrating  flf |y  miles  in  a  westerly  direotian  from  BiA- 
moud  Hill ;  they  were  all^ped  to  have  discovered  a  new  river,  limestone  In  abundance,  ur- 
iron  ore  almost  pure.— <Oal«y  to  Banks,  1st  November,  1802.)  The  second  expedition  «ai 
on  a  more  elaborate  scale  ;  and  Barrallier's  journal  and  map  have,  fortnnatdy,  been  i>*- 
served.  He  was  accompanied  by  four  soldiers,  five  convicts,  and  one  nati^-e.  Tke  putj 
was  well  armed,  and  was  provided  by  Government  with  a  cart  drawn  by  two  ballocfc&  A 
depdt  was  established  at  Nattai.  The  partv  crossed  the  Nepean  at  a  spot  called  brtbe 
natives  Binh^ny  on  6th  November,  1802,  and  arrived  at  Nattai  on  the  9th  November    it 
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LIETTTENANT-GOVERNOR   KiNQ   TO   SiR  JoSEPH    BaNKS.  ^'^ 

(Banks  Paj^ers.)  ^^'*^*- 

Dear  Sir,  Loudon,  8th  April,  1799. 

I  communicated  what  you  have  done  to-day  respecting  The  Lady 
the  Lady  Nelson  to  the  Commissioners,  and  their  opinion  is  that  ^«ix»>< 
it  woald  be  the  most  eligible  plan  for  another  vessell  being  built 
under  Capt  Schanck's  directions;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  if  she  is  about  twenty  tons  larger  than  the  Lady  Nelson  she 
will  be  a  much  more  eligible  vessell,  as  ci4Mible  of  stowing  more 
provisions  and  water,  and  can  be  navigated  with  the  same  number 
of  people.^  I  am,  <bc., 

Phiup  Gidley  Kino. 

The  order  must  come  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Transport  Board 
through  the  Secretary  of  State. 


The  Duke  op  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  10th  April,  1799.         lo  April. 

It  being  judged  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  increasing  shipping 
intercourse  of  this  and  other  countries  with  his  Majesty's  colony  "t"™*- 
of  New  South  Wales,  to  ascertain  the  number  and  description  of 
all  sach  vessels  as  may  arrive  at  or  proceed  from  Port  Jackson  in 
the  course  of  each  year,  I  herewith  incloeet  you  the  form  of  returns 
of  ships  and  vessels  entering  inwards  and  clearing  outwards,  which 
you  are  to  cause  to  be  filled  up  in  the  manner  therein  prescribed, 

Nattai  huts  were  Irailt,  and  Bamllier,  after  Mndinic  hack  to  Sydney  the  cart  for  more 
provisions,  proceeded  to  explore  the  ooontry  lying  to  the  westward.  It  is  difficult  to  follow 
with  certainty  his  snbseqoent  movements,  but  he  appears  to  have  penetrated  to  the 
tributaries  of  the  Ijtchlan  m  the  County  of  King. 

Id  writingr  an  account  of  this  Journey  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Governor  King  informed  him 
of  an  am««rng  incident  oonneoicd  therewith,  which  illustrates  the  strainea  relations  that 
existed  for  so  many  years  between  the  Governors  and  the  military  commanders.  Colonel 
Patermn.  when  the  preparations  for  the  expedition  were  being  made,  informed  King  that 
Ensign  Barrallier  coula  not  be  absent  from  regimental  duty.  The  Governor  was  oonse- 
qaently  forced  to  resort  to  a  ruse.  The  prepan^ns  continued  ;  King  aoiuiesoed  in  what 
he  termed  Pateiaon's  "  unhandsome  dslm^'^but  in  his  turn  claimed  Barrallier  as  his  aide* 
decamp ;  and  **  that  the  object  of  discovery  should  not  be  totally  relinquished,  I  sent  him 
on  an  embassy  to  the  King  of  the  Mountains.'*— (King  to  Banks,  9th  Hay,  1808.)  The 
onbassy  was  not  altogether  a  success.  The  Ambassador  proaounoed  the  mountains  to  be  a 
formidable  barrier  impassable  to  man.— (King  to  Hobart,  Slst  Deeember,  1802.) 

Bairallier  returned  to  England  in  1804.  He  had  been  obliged  to  resign  in  consequence  of 
having  "miido  a  wanton  and  unfounded  assertion"  reflecting  on  Governor  King.— (King  to 
BankK,  14th  August,  1804.) 

After  his  return  to  England^  BnrrsIUer  distinguished  himself  as  a  military  engineer  and 
nirveyor.  Amongst  other  works,  he  was  entrusted  with  the  erection  of  Nelson's  Column 
in  Trafalgar  Square,  London.  He  died  on  11th  June,  1858,  at  his  residence,  24  Bedford 
Square,  tied  80. 

*  The  Ledy  Nelson  was  one  of  the  first  ocean-going  vessels  built  in  England  on  the  centre- 
board, or,  as  they  were  then  called,  the  sliding-keel,  system.  She  was  ngged  as  a  brig,  and 
was  only  sixty  tons  burden.  On  leaving  PortMionth  the  little  vessel  had  but  two  feet  nine 
inches  dear,  abreast  of  the  gangwav.  She  was  designed  by  Captain  John  Schanch,  R.N., 
one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  "Tmnsport  Board,  after  whom  Mount  Sehanck  and  Gape 
Scfaanck— the  former  in  South  Auatnlia,  the  latter  in  Victoria— were  named. 

t  The  cDdoanre  b  not  available. 
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Port 
reguUtiona. 


and  to  be  afterwards  regularly  entered  in  a  proper  book  for  that 
pui'pose.  Copies  of  these  returns,  attested  by  the  Grovemor  for 
the  time  being,  are  to  be  transmitted  half-yearly  to  this  office,  with 
duplicates  to  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade  and  Foreigii 
Plantations. 

In  order  that  such  returns  may  be  perfectly  correct,  no  vessel  is 
to  be  allowed  to  land  any  article  or  to  break  bulk  before  the  retnni 
of  such  vessel  and  of  her  cargo  is  filled  up  in  conformity  to  the 
mode  prescribed,  and  properly  attested  by  the  master 

This  measure  will  be  of  the  greatest  use  in  preventing  the  im- 
portation of  spirits  without  your  licence  first  obtained  for  that 
purpose,  and  will  afford  you  the  opportunity  of  regulating  botL 
the  entries  and  sales  of  such  articles  as  shsJl  be  allowed  to  be 
imported  into  the  colony,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  all 
monopoly,  and  afford  the  inhabitants  an  opportunity  of  purchasing 
the  same  at  a  fair  and  reasonable  price.  I  am,  &c, 

POBTLASD, 


08167*8 

financial 
difBcalties. 


G.  Caley  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.     (Banks  Papers.) 
Sir  Joseph,  Portsea,  10th  April,  1799. 

By  being  detained  so  long  causes  me  to  trouble  you  with  a 
letter  that  is  not  agreeable  to  my  mind.  What  money  I  had  pre- 
served as  thinking  would  be  sufficient  for  to  supply  such  wants 
as  might  occur  when  having  left  England  has  been  exhaasteil 
here,  though  I  have  been  favored  with  victuals  by  Grovr.  King,  for 
which  I  have  done  some  trifling  matters.  After  reckoniug  up  the 
expense  of  lodgings  and  other  occurences,  I  could  live  as  cheap  at 
Chelsea  and  purchase  everything.  Indeed,  I  look  upon  Portsmoatli 
as  a  watering-place,  where  they  make  the  summer  provide  for  the 
winter;  that  is,  it  not  being  a  place  of  much  traffic  in  the  time  of 
peace,  the  de6ciency  is  made  up  in  war-time. 

Having  now  heard  that  the  whaler  is  unlucky,  as  well  as  the 
Porpoise,  and  that  it  is  likely  to  be  a  considerable  time  before  we 
set  sail,  I  should  like  to  retarn  again  to  Chelsea,  if  it  was  but  for 
a  fortnight  or  three  weeks.  My  reasons  for  it  are  thus :  As  I  do 
not  follow  botany  with  an  intent  of  enriching  myself  by  it  anj 
farther  than  to  procure  an  horttis  siccus  and  to  satisfy  an  in- 
quisitive mind.  By  remaining  here  I  lose  the  opportunity  of 
getting  an  immense  number  of  specimens  that  I  could  not  obtain 
obfectof  hi8  during  the  time  I  was  in  the  vicinity  of  London  before;  knowing 
^*'  that  whenever  I  return  home  my  livelihood   depends  upon  the 

employment  that  I  was  first  taught,  by  which  I  lose  the  oppor- 
tunity of  gaining  such  exotic  specimens  as  the  present  time  admits 
of,  which  is  a  galling  matter.  If  I  was  solely  inclined  to  gain  mv 
livelihood  by  being  a  botanical  traveller,  I  should  lose  that  eager 
ness  which  at  the  present  prevails.     Therefore,  while  I  am  from 


Hededres 
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home,  I  wish  to  exert  myself  as  much  as  possible,  and  not  to  let      17M 
any  opportunities  pass  away.  lo  April. 

I  cannot  help  regretting  that  so  much  time  and  money  has  been  ^^  ^eta 
expended,  and  all  yet  to  no  purpose ;  but  such  events  are  not  to  ^{"^  . 
be  foretold.     Had  such  been  applyed  at  a  proper  season  in  an   ^^^*' 
excursion  into  the  peak  of  Derbyshire,  or  the  northern  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  it  probably  might  have  greatly  tended  to  the  improve- 
ment of  British  botany. 

Soon  after  I  received  your  letter,  unfortunately,  I  got  a  violent 
cold,  by  which  and  the  severity  of  the  weather  prevented  me  from 
going  to  the  place  you  pointed  out.  I  have  examined  the  Isle  of  Hisiaboun 
Portsea  till  I  am  wearied  with  it.  To  be  sure,  I  have  found  ^  ^^'■*"*»- 
several  plants  that  I  never  saw  growing  wild  before,  but  nothing 
that  I  can  call  new.  I  have  met  with  a  few  plants  that  I  am 
rather  doubtful  to  say  what  they  are,  on  account  of  their  being  in 
so  young  a  state  of  growth. 

If  what  I  have  stated  should  meet  with  your  approbation,  I 
hope  you  will  let  me  know.  I  can  walk  up  in  two  days  very  well, 
and  return  in  the  same  time.  If  it  so  happens  that  I  have  to  go 
in  the  Porpoise,  I  imagine  she  will  not  sail  before  the  convoy, 
which  is  appointed  on  the  11th  of  May;  but  I  leave  all  to  your 
opinion.  I  am,  &c.f 

Geo.  Caley. 

Note  in  Sir  Joseph  BarMa  handwriting : — ^I  will  replace  tho  sir  Joseph's 
money  which  you  have  been  obliged  to  spend  at  Portsmouth,  and  "^^* 
have  no  objection  to  your  coming  up  if  Govr.  King  will  consent. 


The  Duke  op  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  12th  April,  1799.        12  April. 

You  will  receive  by  the  Porpoise  near  four  tons  of  a  new  copper 
copper  coinage  of  a  penny  each.*  coinage 

The  total  value  of  the  above  coinage  is  £550,  which  you  will 
take  care  to  carry  to  the  credit  of  Government,  and  to  account  for 
it  in  making  such  payments  therewith  for  the  public  service  as 
joa  shall  from  time  to  time  judge  most  adviseable. 

The  circulation  of  this  coinage  must  very  much  add  to  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  individuals,  and  greatly  facilitate  their 
dealings  with  each  other. 

It  does  not  occur  to  me  that  there  can  be  any  inducement  or  To  be  kept 
motives  of  interest  for  sending  this  money  out  of  the  settlement;  J^iony. 
but  if  the  contrary  should  be  the  case,  it  will  be  your  duty  to 

*  These  ooins  were  sent'oat  in  conseqaencc  of  Uie  representations  of  Lieutenant-Governor 
King.-Aiite,  pp.  641,  M2. 
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1799      frame  a  suitable  ordinance  for  preventing  such  an  offence,  subject- 

12  ApriL    i^g  &11  defaulters,  as  well  the  parties  receiving  as  those  disposing 

of  them  for  exportation,  to  severe  penalties.*         I  am  Jcc 

PoRTULjro. 

LlEUTENAlTT-CrOVBRllOR  KlNG  TO   SiR  JOSBPH  BaNKS. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

22  April.        Dear  Sir,  Portsea,  22nd  April,  1799. 

p.  G.  King's  It  was  my  intention  to  have  written  you  last  Sunday  (the 

health.         ^^y  after  my  return),  but  from  the  unfortunate  effects  of  lying  in 

a  damp  bed,  on  the  road,  I  was  revisited  by  a  relapse  of  my  late 

fit ;  but^  thank  Gkxl,  I  am  now  Hot  only  on  my  legs,  bat  getting 

strength  fast. 

caiey  walks       In  consequenoe  of  a  letter  from  you,  Cayley  seemed  desirous  of 

4.^  T^^A^^     going  to  London,  and  as  he  had  my  leave,  as  far  as  that  would 

go,  he  set  off  from  hence  on  Sunday  morning  to  walk  ;  indeed,  I 

believe  if  he  had  not  that  jaunt  he  would  have  died  of  enmui 

I  think  he  has  a  good  ten  days  to  go  upon  from  this  time.     The 

Porpoise  is  nearly  ready  to  go  out  of  harbour.     The  Lancaster, 

Sir  Roger  Curtis's  ship,  came  out  of  dock  yesterday ;  therefore  I 

conclude  she  will  be  at  Spithead  about  next  Saturday,  and  will 

be  ready  by  the  middle  of  the  foUowing  week,  and  if  not  ordered 

to  wait  for  the  remaining  Lidiamen,  will,  in  aU  probability,  sail 

immediately ;  however,  Cayley  will  have  timely  notice  to  resume 

The  Lody     his  pedestrian  journey.     Just  before  I  left  town  I  wrote  a  line 

NetaoiL        saying  how  much  displeased  the  people  at  the  Transport  Board 

were  at  their  Lady  Nelson  being  taken  away,  and  their  proposing 

the  building  anotiier  of  eighty  tons,  which  will  be  all  the  better 

from  the  increased  size. 

Thegaiden.       Everything  in  the  garden,  Sutor  tells,  makes  a  veiy  thriving 

appearance  (except  the  tender  things  that  died),  as  it  all  throws 

out  leaves,  and  not  a  root  has  missed.      This,  I  am  sure,  you  will 

be  glad  to  hear.     I  beg  most  sincerely  for  a  term  being  put  to  our 

anxious  situation.     I  really  look  back  with  no  degree  of  temper 

at  the  time  I  have  been  in  a  state  of  almost  daily  expectation  of 

sailing — now  eight  months  !  !  !     I  sincerely  hope,  sir,  that  you 

continue  a  good  state  of  health,  and  am,  &c., 

Philip  Gidlbt  King. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  The  Board  of  Ordnance. 

Gentlemen,  Whitehall,  26th  April,  1799. 

aeApxiL  It  being  judged  expedient  that  four  iron  guns,  twelve- 

OrdnaoM     po^nders,  mounted  on  garrison  carriages,  properly  prepared  to 

and  resist  the  effects  of  the  climate,  with  a  small  proportion  of  shoty 

fi^mwiition  j^jimmution,  and  stores,  should  be  provided  and  shipped  for  the 

*  The  coins  arrived  In  November,  2800,  when  King  was  in  chargv,  and  be  proliihltsJ,  by 
Proclamation,  their  exportation  under  heavy  penalty. 
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service  of  New  South  Wales,  I  am  to  desit^  tliat  the  necesBary      1709 
directioiis  may  be  given  for  preparing  and  shipping  the  same  on    ^  ^pru. 
board  the  Porpoise,  armed  ship,  or  Walker,  transport,  at  Ports- 
mouth, whichever  may  be  beet  able  to  receive  them,  of  which 
notice  will  be  given  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two. 

The  above  s^ips  are  expected  to  sail  in  about  a  week  or  ten 
days.  I  am,  &a, 

Portland. 

Mb.  R.  Moss*  to  Lietttenant-Govebnor  King. 

Dear  Sir,  Whitehall,  26th  April,  1799. 

Mr.  King  has  received  your  letter,!  and  wished  very  much 
to  get  some  allowance  for  you  according  to  your  request,  but  finds 
upon  enquiry  that  there  is  no  precedent  for  it. 

When  a  Governor  first  goes  out  he  is  sent  in  a  ship-of-war,  for  Ailovwioe 
which  a  certain  allowance  is  made  to  the  captain  of  the  ship,  and  ^vernon. 
in  some  cases  where  he  does  not  take  his  passage  on  board  a  ship- 
of-war  the  usual  allowance  is  paid  to  the  Governor  himself,  and 
he  finds  his  own  passage ;  but  this  allowance  where  he  finds  his 
own  passage  is  only  macfe  the  first  time  a  Governor  goes  out,  for 
afterwards  he  passes  backwards  and  forwards  at  his  own  ezpence. 

With  respect  to  the  guns,  the  Duke  of  Portland  has  ordered 
four  iron  twelve-pounders  on  wooden  carriages  to  be  shipped 
on  board  the  Porpoise  or  the  Walker,  whichever  is  best  able  to 
carry  them.  J  The  iron  guns  are  particularly  recommended  by  iron  guns  tr 
the  Ordnance  Board,  as  well  as  the  wooden  carriages,  the  latter  **^^"""  *"*■• 
of  which  are  done  over  with  a  composition  so  as  to  endure  any 
climate.  They  say  that  there  are  similar  ones  in  the  West  Indies, 
where  they  have  been  for  eight  years,  and  are  as  good  as  they 
were  at  first.  The  brass  guns  get  out  of  repair.  A  proper  pro- 
portion of  amunition  is  ordered  with  them.  You  must  not  fail 
to  send  word  by  return  of  post  whether  the  Porpoise  is  able  to 
carry  them.  Yours  truly, 

R.  Moss. 

Under  Sjbcretarit  King  to  Sir  S.  Cottrell. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  29th  April,  1799.        29  April. 

I  have  laid  before  the  Duke  of  Portland  your  letter  to  me 
of  the  3rd  instant^  on  the  subject  of  the  copper  coinage  to  be  sent  Copper 
to  New  South  Wales,  and  am  directed  by  his  Grace  to  acquaint  SeoSkm>\ 
you,  for  the  information  oi  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  for  Trade 
and  Foreign  Plantations,  that  some  copper  pence  to  the  value  of 
£550  have  been  taken  from  the  coinage  which  had  been  provided 
for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  have  been  sent  for  the  use  of  the 
settlement  at  New  South  Wales,  on  board  the  Porpoise,  now  about 

*  Mr.  Mom  wm  an  offlcUJ  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
i  Ibis  letter  b  not  emoDget  «he  Beootdt. 
;  Ante,  p.  666. 
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20  April. 

Farthinj^s 

and 

halfpence. 


to  sail  for  ihat  colony.  I  am  at  the  same  time  to  dedre  that  you 
will  move  their  Lordsbips  to  be  pleased  to  give  directions  for 
providing  a  quantity  of  half-pence  to  the  value  of  £350,  and  of 
farthings  to  that  of  £300,  which  hLs  Grace  will  direct  to  be  sent 
by  the  first  vessel  that  may  sail  for  New  South  Wales ;  and  his 
Grace  will  communicate  this  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury,  with  a  view  to  their  Lordships  receiving  his  Majesty^s 
pleasure  for  paying  Mr.  Bolton  for  the  same.        I  am,  &c,, 

J.  King. 

Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 
(Banks  Papers.) 
30  April.         Dear  Sir,  Portsea,  30th  April,  1799. 

Projected  The  Porpoise  went  out  of  harbour  yesterday,  but  when  we 

H^s""  ^'  shall  sail  is  still  a  doubt ;  however,  one  thing  is  certain,  that  we 
'  Porp3i£c.  go  with  the  Lancaster,  in  which  ship  Sir  E.  CurtLs  has  his  flag, 
and  convoys  the  Indiamen.  How  far  the  Porpoise  is  mended  by 
all  that  has  been  done  to  her  must  depend  on  what  she  does  when 
we  get  out ;  however,  the  general  opinion  is  that,  except  in  her 
sailing,  she  is  much  improved.*  The  whaler  arrived  here  yester- 
day, but  as  the  Lancaster  does  not  go  out  of  harbour  before  Satur- 
day, or  [lerhaps  the  beginning  of  next  week,  Cayley  has  a  good 
week  to  continue  in  town.  I  suppose  you  have  heard  of  Gearisli 
being  at  the  point  of  death ;  he  is  so  bad  that  Grimwood  has 
written  for  his  things  to  be  sent  to  London.  The  plants  that  are 
The  plants,  alive  are  all  very  thriving,  but  those  that  have  died  or  that  are 
given  over  have  left  much  room  for  any  more  you  may  be  so  good 
to  send  us  down  by  Cayley,  who  can  remain  till  the  last. 

I  understand  from  the  master  of  the  whaler  that  the  boring- 
rods,  &c.,  are  on  board  that  ship. 

I  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  the  very  important  successes  of 
the  Archduke,  which  I  hope  and  trust  will  not  only  continue,  but 
be  finally  productive  of  what  you  and  every  friend  to  the  country 
wishes  most  sincerely  for — a  honorable  and  permanent  peace. 

I  beg  my  best  respects  to  Lady,  Mr.,  and  Miss  Banks,  and 
am,  &c.,  Philip  Gidlet  King. 


A  letter 
from  mem* 
bersof 
Crimioal 
Court. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  '  30th  AprU,  1799. 

I  inclose  for  your  Grace's  perusal  and  consideration  a  letter 
written  to  me  by  three  officers  of  the  New  South  "Wales  Corps, 
who  were  members  of  a  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature  which  I  had 
occasion  to  direct  might  be  assembled  for  the  trial  of  several 
offenders. 

*  In  this  King  was  disappointed,  the  Porpoise  was  oondemned  and  replaced  hy  a  Spanish 
prize.— Poet,  p.  723  (note). 
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Your  Grace  will  observe  that  those  officers  are  highly  dissatisfied       1799 
that  I  shou'd  interdict  or  suspend  the  immediate  execution  of  a    30  April, 
verdict  given  by  the  Court  of  which  they  were  members,  and  that 
(in  consequence  of  certain  reports  which  at  this  time  prevailed, 
and  which,  if  founded  in  truth,  it  appear'd  to  me  shou'd  have  come 
Ijefore  the  Court)  I  should  have  ventured  to  order  a  Court  of  J^in^SS^ 
Inquiry  into  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  those  reports,  as  highly 
material  to  a  prisoner  who  had  been  found  guilty  by  that  Court. ^ 

How  far  I  have  been  right  or  wrong  in  the  exercise  of  that  power 
which  his  Majesty  has  been  pleas'd  to  deligate  to  the  Governor  of 
this  territory,  I  will  not  aUow  those  gentlemen  to  be  the  judges ; 
I  submit  that  to  your  Grace's  wisdom,  to  whom  I  hold  myself  re- 
sponsible.    Their  manner  of  expressing  themselves  to  me,  as  the  The  tone 
commander-in-chief  here,  is  what  I  cannot  suffer  to  pass  without  ^f^n' 
representation.     They  speak  of  not  tamely  submitting,  <kc.,  and  letter, 
that  they  are  not  to  be  deter'd  from  a  consciencious  discharge  of 
their  duty,  kc.     If  this  kind  of  language  is  to  be  permitted  upon 
public  service,  we  may  reasonably  expect  it  wiU,  in  time,  be  carried 
much  farther.     My  letter  to  the  Judge- Advocate — after  the  most 
close,  carefuU,  and  impartial  investigation  of  the  minutes  of  the 
particular  trial  alluded  to — is  herewith  inclosed,  together  with  other 
papers  which  relate  to  it.t    From  these  documents  your  Grace  will  ^JSSeg  of 
discover  my  reason  for  sending  this  trial  to  England,  and  for  the  trhtU 
desiring  that  the  votes  for  and  against  the  verdict  be  given  with 
it,  and  that  I  have  done  in  order  to  shew  whether  there  is  or  not 
grounds  for  fearing  that  party  is  likely  to  make  its  way  into  our 
Court.     Notwithstanding  the  favorable  testimony  I  had  given  of 
the  prisoner,  I  hold  myself  wholly  uninfiuenc'd  by  any  partial 
motive ;  I  am  govem'd,  as  becomes  my  duty,  by  the  most  rigid 
and  inflexible  justice ;  and  were  it  necessary  to  collect  the  variety 
of  strange  circumstances  which  have  attended  this  trial,  your 
Grace  wou'd,  I  trust,  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  my  motives  in 
sajing  so  much  upon  it. 

Those  gentlemen,  in  their  letter,  insinuate  something  respecting  insiniutioDs 
animadvertions  of  mine  upon  what  they  call  their  verdict,  and  of  ®'  ®®<^"* 
marginal  notes  which  they  understand  I  am  to  make  upon  the 
face  of  the  minutes  of  that  Court,  and  which  I  confess  myself  at  a 
loss  to  understand,  not  having  conversed  with  any  person  on  the 
subject,  except  the  Judge- Advocate,  when  I  gave  him  my  opinion, 
in  private,  upon  the  verdict,  by  observing  that  there  appear'd  to  a  private 
me,  from  the  perusal  of  the  minutes,  to  have  been  an  error,  and  cwjm»»n*<»- 
that,  in  my  judgement,  the  evidence  for  the  prosecution,  if  seriously 
consider'd  as  it  ought  certainly  to  be,  wou'd  not  warrant  a  sentence 
such  as  had  been  pass'd  upon  the  prisoner.    This  observation  of 

*  The  COM  referred  to  will  be  seen  by  the  endoeare  to  this  letter  to  be  the  trial  of  Isaac 
Kicbo]a.~Ante,  pi  684  et  «eg. 

t  These  papers  form  enclosures  to  Banter's  letter  to  Portland  Of  21st  February,  1790.— » 
Ante,  p.  579. 
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SOAinrfl. 


Hanterand 
Dore. 


Hunlei^ 
ivply  to 


He  i  . 
oatslde 
influence. 


Prevalence 
of  party 
feeling. 


Its  cause 


and  effect. 


Hunter* 
policy. 


mine  to  the  Judge-Advocate,  in  priyste,  if  he  had  oonsider'd  neces- 
sary to  be  made  known  to  the  membera  g£  the  Court,  he  ahoa'd 
have  oomimicated  it  to  the  whole ;  but  it  is  made  known  to  tboae 
only  with  whcnn  he  is  in  hafofaitB  ol  psrticahur  intima^,  sad  tte 
other  members  are  not  considered. 

It  is  evident,  Iny  Lord,  that  he  (the  Jndge-Adrocate)  has  not 
only  betray'd  this  confidential  conversation,  but  that  he  has  mis- 
represented and  added  many  particulars  which  had  never  entered 
my  mind.  It  wou'd  certainly  have  been  proper  in  the  officers  to 
have  caQ'd  upon  me  and  stated  what  they  had  been  told,  and  bj 
whom  they  had  received  thek*  information,  bef ch%  they  had  written 
such  letter.  Were  an  opportunity  witihin  my  power,  I  dion'd 
consider  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  the  public  service  to  have  sent  them 
to  England  to  answer  far  their  conduct.  I  send  my  replj*  to 
their  letter,  in  which  your  Grace  will  observe  I  hav^  desir'd  tobe 
informed  what  were  the  animadvertions  they  allude  to,  and  who 
had  informed  of  them ;  but  to  this  demand  they  have  given  sn 
evasive  answer,  and  that  in  general  terms,  unwilling,  no  donbt,  to 
expose  the  author  of  those  shamefull  and  false  insinuations. 

I  shall  only  take  the  liberty  of  assuring  your  Grace  that  I 
exceedingly  regret  no  opportunity  shou'd  offer  for  an  immediate 
investigation  of  a  conduct  so  unaccountable  and  improper.  It  is 
clear  to  me,  my  Lord,  that  the  three  officers  mentioned  have  beesi 
press'd  and  persuaded  to  it  by  some  artfull  and  restless  indiTidod, 
whom  I  wish  I  oou'd  with  certainty  discover,  and  the  J.-Advocate 
has  most  unpardonably  misrepresented  the  private  conversation  I 
had  with  him  upon  the  subject. 

You  will  discover,  my  Lord,  by  the  various  papers  I  forward  by 
this  conveyance  that  something  like  party  has  tiaken  place,  bi^ 
from  what  spring  or  cause,  or  with  what  view  or  design,  it  may 
for  a  time  be  difficult  to  develop.  I  attribute  much  to  the  trading 
schemes  and  interests,  to  which  I  have  ever  been  an  enemy  in  this 
colony,  and  I  consider  a  desipe  to  incHne  me,  from  difSkmlty  and 
embarrassments,  to  leave  those  concerned  in  such  traffic  to  ihar 
full  enjoyment  to  be  the  dbief  cause  of  the  paesent  appearances  of 
party.  All  these  drouHMtaaiiees  I  am  sure  your  Grace  wiB  Tiev 
in  a  serious  light.  The  people  observe  su<di  appearenoes,  and  do 
not  hesitate,  when  a  priscKier  is  to  be  tried,  to  anticipate  amongst 
themselves  the  sentence  which  will  be  his  fate.  Such  eonsidfin- 
tions  will  impFess  upon  your  Grace's  mind  the  concern  and  anxie^ 
they  must  oocasion  to  whatenFer  o&eesr  may  have  the  chief  eomniand 
in  this  distant  cokmy  if  he  is  strictly  determined  to  consider,  as  far 
as  he  may  be  able,  the  public  interest.  But  I  have  in  aaother 
place  had  occasion  to  say  that  I  am  not  disposed  to  slirink  from 
difficulty  upon  public  duty,  and  your  Grace  shall  find  me  reaoiv'd 
to  meet  and  contend  witli  it  wherever  or  in  whatever  shape  rt  maf 

^  Hunter  to  Officers,  6th  April,  1709.— Enclosure  No.  2,  post,  p.  563. 
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appear  to  the  hindraiice  of  the  King's  service.     I  haye  only  to      1799 
hope  that  such  notice  be  taken  of  my  representation  as,  in  your    ao  April. 
Grace's  judgement,  they  may  appear  to  merit. 

When  officers  or  other  persons  have  cause  of  complaint  let  them 
come  forward  in  a  proper  manner.  I  am  never  inaccessable  to 
any  man  in  the  colony.  Having  no  councel  to  whom  I  can  resort  Difficulties 
lor  opinion  upon  such  a  variety  of  concerns  of  importance  as  are  to^htfofflcc. 
by  the  restless  and  troublesome  disposition  of  several  persons  here 
constantly  pressing  upon  my  time,  I  am  obliged  te  be  governed 
wholly  by  my  own  judgement,  which  is,  no  doubt,  fallable  as  other 
men ;  yet  I  trust  that  in  all  I  have  done,  or  may  continue  to  do, 
it  will  be  eonspkuoaaly  evident  that  I  have  no  object  but  the 
forwarding  his  Majesty's  service  and  the  promoting  the  pubHe  good. 

The  troubles  I  have  had  cause  to  ocmipkun  of  wou'd  not,  I  am 
convinced,  have  so  often  hsppen'd  had  not  our  distance  from  the  Their  caufe. 
parent  country  been  so  vast ;  representations  wou'd  have  been 
coDsider'd  whdst  all  the  circumstancea  were  recent,  and  a  more 
£requent  comunication  wou'd  have  been  the  means  of  a  prompt 
decision  on  the  part  of  Government  at  home.  This  wou'd  have 
been  a  check  likely  to  suppress  or  discourage  the  restless  and 
tiouUeeome  from  those  attempts  which  keep  the  colony  in  a 
continual  ferment.  I  have,  iJcc, 

JWO.    HUNTEB. 

[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

MiLFTABT  Officers  to  Govebitor  HuirrEB. 

Sir,  Sydney,  6th  April,  1799, 

A  letter  ot  your  Hzoellency's  oi  the  29th  of  March,  to  the 
Judge-Advocate,  has  been  communicated  to  us,  wherein  you  declare  Hunter'a 
an  intention  to  transmit  to  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  ^^  ^ 
State  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the 
opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  upon  it;  and  that  they  may 
see  how  far  the  late  Criminal  Court  was  unanimous  in  its  judge^ 
ment,  or  what  was  the  majority  for  the  verdict  given  upon  Nichols. 
You  expect  that  the  officers  who  sat  at  that  Court  will  subscribe 
their  names  to  their  respective  votes ;  and  we  are  further  informed 
that  you  purpose  to  aocompony  the  trial  with  remarks  of  your  own, 
m  the  margin  of  the  paper.  If  such  be  your  intention,  we  hope  we 
may  also  be  indulged  with  the  liberty  ci  making  our  own  remarks  The  offlcen* 
upon  the  different  evidences,  we  being  more  perfectly  acqaainted  ^^^niest 
with  thmn  than  your  ELioellency  can  be,  they  having  been  taken 
b^oreua. 

We  believe,  sir,  that  it  is  an  unprecedented  thing  to  call  on  the 
members  of  any  Court  to  make  publick  ^eir  individual  opinions ;  ^i^fo„,  ^g 
but  as  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  so  to  do,  we  most  cheer-  "J'^^!!!^.^!] 
fully  meetyourwishes,  from  aperfect  conviction  of  our  own  integrity  court. 
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throughout  the  whole  proceedings,  and,  lest  it  should  be  imagined 
that  we  have  given  a  verdict  which  we  are  ashamed  to  avow,  to 
such  an  imputation,  so  injurious  to  our  cliaracters,  we  cannot  tamely 
submit ;  we  therefore,  without  hesitation,  declare  to  you,  sir,  that 
we,  together  with  Mr.  Dore,  the  Judge- Advocate,  found  Isaac 
Nichols  guilty  of  the  charge  upon  which  he  has  been  convicted ; 
and  that  we,  together  with  Mr.  Dore,  sentenced  him  to  be  trans- 
ported to  Norfolk  Island  for  fourteen  years,  and  until  the  sentence 
could  be  carried  into  execution,  to  be  employed  as  a  prisoner  in  the 
gaol  gang. 

By  so  doing  we  feel  that  we  have  discharged  our  duty  as  men 
of  honour,  and  men  solemnly  sworn  to  administer  strict  justice. 
Thus  feeling,  we  may  be  pardoned  for  acquainting  your  Elxcellency 
that  we  think  ourselves  harshly  and  unjustly  treated  by  the  ani- 
madversions you  have  been  pleased  to  make  upon  our  verdict,  and 
by  the  Court  of  Enquiry  you  have  since  instituted  (which  Court  was 
unanimous  in  declaring  the  justness  of  our  decision)  to  discover 
whether  evidence  favorable  to  Nichols  had  not  been  suppressed, 
or,  rather,  whether,  as  we  and  the  publick  generally  conceive,  the 
setting  aside  our  verdict  might  not  be  justified.  We  also  beg  leave 
to  inform  your  Excellency  that,  whatever  animadversions  may  be 
made  on  our  conduct^  they  will  never  deter  us  from  the  conscien- 
tious discharge  of  our  duty,  nor  shall  we  be  intimidated  by  fearing 
that  our  particular  votes  and  opinions  may  be  demanded  by  your 
Excellency. 

As,  in  consequence  of  your  Excellency's  animadversions  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  and  also  of  the  convening 
of  the  Court  which  assembled  on  Monday  last,  the  trial  of  Isaac 
Nichols  has  become  the  topic  of  general  conversation,  we  there- 
fore hope  your  Excellency  will  pardon  us  in  requesting  that  you 
will  do  us  the  justice  to  transmit  to  his  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State,  not  only  the  minutes  of  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  as  taken 
before  the  Criminal  Court,  but  also  those  of  the  late  Court  of 
Enquiry,  together  with  this  letter,  and  all  the  other  papers  that 
have  or  may  in  any  way  relate  to  that  transaction. 

We  will  hope  that  the  step  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased 
to  take  in  convening  a  Court  of  Enquiry  for  the  purposes  already 
stated  in  this  letter,  and  your  animadversions  as  the  executive 
power,  may  not  be  productive  of  dangerous  consequences,  and  in 
future  form  a  restraint  upon  officers  who  may  be  called  upon  to 
sit  as  members  of  a  Criminal  Court,  and  may  induce  criminals  to 
persevere  in  their  iniquitous  practices,  by  observing  the  differences 
which  so  unaccountably  arise  between  the  judicial  and  executive 
power.  We  have,  &c., 

Neil  Mackellar,  Lieut.  N.S.W.  Corps. 

James  Hunt  Lucas,  Lieut.  N.S.W.  Corps. 

Nicholas  Bayly,  Ensign  N.S.W.  Corps. 
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Governor  Hunter  to  Military  Officers.  aoApjra. 
Gentlemen,                                                        6th  April,  1799. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  day,*  and  in  reply  thereto  Minutwof 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  your  communication  from  the  Judge-  JJ bcsenj 
Advocate  respecting  my  intention  of  laying  before  the  King's  home. 
minister  the  minutes  of  the  trial  of  the  prisoner  Isaac  Nichols  is 
correct ;  and  I  -will  be  candid  enough  to  tell  you,  gentlemen,  that 
I  have  resolVd  upon  this  measure  from  motives  of  duty. 

That  trial  has  appeared  to  me  so  very  different  from  anything 
of  that  nature  which  has  heretofore  happened  in  this  country  that 
I  have  taken  much  pain  and  time  in  the  investigation  of  the 
minutes,  and  in  considering  the  different  evidence,  and  I  have 
form'd  my  opinion  of  the  verdict  from  that  investigation.  Con-  importance 
ceiving  it,  therefore,  as  a  matter  of  the  highest  importance  to  his  °'  *^  °  *  *• 
Majesty's  subjects  inhabiting  this  colony,  I  have  determined  to 
apply  for  instructions  from  his  Majesty's  minister,  which  instruc- 
tions I  trust  will  be  founded  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  highest  law 
avthoritys  in  the  kingdom.  And  let  me  also  inform  you,  gentle- 
men, that  I  have  not  the  smallest  objection  to  transmitting  with 
my  despatches  any  papers  you  may  have  to  forward. 

Not  having  received  any  official  information  relative  to  the  Verdict 
individual  opinions  of  the  Court,  I  can  only  imagine  from  your  Slj^jonty. 
own  letter  that  you,  gentlemen,  together  with  the  Judge- Advocate, 
were  the  majority  for  the  verdict  given,  which  verdict,  from  my 
examination  of  the  trial  itself,  I  have  ventured  to  consider  erro- 
nious,  as  the  evidence  strikes  me;  it  will  therefore  remain  for  a 
time  uncertain  which  judgement  is  the  most  correct. 

In  Courts-martial  it  is  forbidden  by  the  oath  administered  to  Constitution 
the  members  that  the  opinions  of  the  individuals  shou'd  be  made  coSrt.™^"*^ 
public,  and  in  jurys  they  are  to  be  unanimous  ;  our  Court  is  not 
exactly  similar  to  either,  and  when  the  members  are  no  doubt 
governed  by  conscience  and  the  evidence  before  them,  it  can  be  of 
little  consequence  to  them  who  is  acquainted  with  their  respective 
opinions.  But  on  the  present  occasion  it  is  only  for  the  information 
of  his  Maj's  minister,  in  order  that  he  may  see  how  far  the  Court 
was  unanimous  or  divided. 

I  know  not  what  animadversions  you  allude  to  when  you  com-  The  offlcere* 
plain  of  being  harshly  treated  by  those  which  you  say  I  have  made  corop^"^ 
upon  your  verdict,  and  I  wish  to  be  informed  what  they  are,  and 
by  whom  you  have  been  informed  of  them. 

The  design  of  the  Court  of  Enquiry  I  instituted  was  for  the 
purpose  clearly  expressed  in  the  letter  or  precept  addressed  to  its 
members,  and  it  was  intended  by  me,  as  well  as  the  minutes  of 
that  enquiry,  to  accompany  the  trials  which  I  forward  to  England. 

«  Ante,  p.  661. 
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The  executive  authority  in  this  territory,  as  well  as  others,  is 
lodg'd  in  the  hands  of  the  officer  who  may  command  in  chieL 
The  members  of  a  Criminal  Court,  when  they  have  given  their 
verdict,  have  done  the  duty  they  were  ordered  upon,  and  have 
nothing  farther  to  do  when  the  Court  is  disolVd;  the  execution  of 
that  verdict  is  left  with  the  commaading  officer,  who  may  either 
inflict  the  whole  or  only  a  part,  and  if  he  chooses  to  extend  his 
Majesty's  mercy  he  may  remit  the  whole.  The  Court  have  nothing 
to  do,  as  I  have  already  said,  after  passing  sentence.  Nor  have 
that  Court,  or  any  of  its  members,  any  canse  for  feeling  hurt  at 
the  Governor  exercising  the  authority  which  is  delegated  to  him 
by  his  Majesty,  to  whom  or  his  minister  he  can  only,  be  answer- 
able for  the  exercise  of  that  delegated  power,  or  for  whatever  else 
he  may  do  in  his  official  capacity. 

With  respect  to  the  papers  which  you  have  desir'd  may  be  for- 
warded, I  am  pleas'd  to  find  that  I  have  anticipated  that  desdre, 
and  your  present  letter  shall  accompany  them^  In  consequence  of 
this  wish  on  your  part,  I  conceive  it  proper  to  inform  the  other 
members  of  that  Court,  lest  they  might  be  deaireous  of  transmittiDg 
their  observations  also.*^  I  am,  4l:c., 

Jko.  Huktsr. 


The  ration 
reduced. 


Gr0V£BKSEirr  AND  Genebax.  Ordeh. 

30th  April,  1799. 
Parole— Corsica.  Countersign — Cyprus. 

The  state  of  the  public  stores  with  respect  to  salt  provisions 
having  been  particularly  examined,  it  has  beoeme  necessary,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  a  considerable  reduction  of  the 
rations,  to  alter  the  allowance  for  the  present  to  the  following 
proportion,  which  will  continue  no  longer  than  untill  the  arrivftl 
of  a  storeship  with  supplys  of  salted  provisions, t  viz.: — 


Beef 


5  Ih.  per  week 


Pork 
Wheat 

Sugar 


Wlb.        „ 
6  oz.        ,, 


*  The  obsen'EtlonB  of  the  other  members  of  the  Court-will  befcnmd  on  pp.  682  to6S5,  ante. 
+  The  ration  prior  to  this  reduction  wu  :— 

For  Free  People.  ,  ForConvieU* 


Beef 


7  lb.  per  week.       Beef 


Porlc  .. 

Wheat 

Maize.. 


41b. 
10  lb. 
10  lb. 


Potic  .. 
Wheat 


7  lb.  per^nek. 

JJt       » 
»lb.        „ 

121b.        „ 


The  arrival  of  the  storoBhip  Albion  on  29th  June*  1799,  with  proTiaioos,  was  a  wvloome 
relief.— See  poet,  p.  090  (note) 
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OOYIBNOB  HUHTBR  TO  ThB  DuKB  OF  PORTLAND.*  1799 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  Ist  May,  1799.  i  May. 

It  becomes  necessary  I  shou'd  inform  your  Grace  that  since  a  drought 
I  did  myse]f  the  honour  of  writing  by  the  ship  Marquis  Oomwallis 
(vid  Bengal),!  *  duplicate  of  which  letter  I  send  by  this  conveyance, 
I  have  anxiously  waited  for  an  opportunity  of  comunicating  the 
rast  disappointment  we  have  experienced  in  the  hope  and  prospect 
of  a  very  abundant  harvest,  from  a  most  tedious  and  unfortunate 
drought    I  can  scarsely  say  that  we  have  had  a  shower  of  rain  for 
the  last  ten  months.     Our  maize  crops  have  completely  fail'd  us 
from  that  cause,  and  this  will  occasion  a  great  reduction  in  our 
stock  of  swine.     The  wheat  harvest  has  not  tum'd  out  more  than 
one-third  of  what^  from  the  quantity  of  ground  sown  with  that 
grain,  we  had  a  right  to  have  expected  had  the  season  been  moder- 
ately favorable.      The  whole  country  has  been  in  a  blaze  of  fire,  ^^j| 
our  pasturage  for  a  time  destroyed,  and  the  streams  of  fresh  water  countrja 
almost  exhausted  ;  this  occasions  the  whole  of  our  grazing  cattle  f^f^r  ^' 
to  suffer  much,  still  I  am  in  hope  our  loss  from  these  unfortunate 
circumstances  will  not  be  so  great  as  might  be  expected.  | 

Your  Grace  will  pardon  me  for  repeating  what  the  excessive 
.sufferings  of  the  people  are  for  want  of  cloathing  and  bedding. 
Our  storehouses  are  now  completely  empty,  and  had  not  the  most  2?P&, 
rigid  and  scrupulous  oeconomy  been  practised  for  a  very  long  time     ™   "'"' 
past,  it  is  scarsely  possible  to  describe  what  we  must  have  suffered. 
Norfolk  Island  feels  equally  in  consequence  of  our  inability  to 
supply  their  demands.      No  sufficient  supply  of  such  necessaries 
have  been  received  here  since  the  arrival  of  the  Sylph  two  and  a 
lialf  years  past  ;§  and  at  the  time  we  received  her  cargo  the  people 
were  nearly  naked.      Your  Grace  may  have  imagined  that  the 
Ganges,  Britannia,  Barwell,  and  a  second  Britannia,  added  to  our 
stock  of  such  articles;  but  some  of  those  ships  landed  their  con- 
victs either  in  rags  or  half-naked,  and  we  had  them  to  cloath  ^^Jj^^ 
from  our  savings. 

As  your  Grace  is  sufficiently  acquainted  with  what  description 
of  character  the  mass  of  the  people  in  this  colony  is  composed 
of,  and  that  some  of  those  who  have  been  sent  here  are  far  from 
being  well  effected  to  our  government,  you  will  not  be  surprised 
that  the  fittle  intercourse  we  at  this  time  have  with  the  mother 
country  shou'd  give  room  for  the  dropping  of  siditious  anonimous  Seditiotis 
papers,  threatening  what  will  be  done  at  the  proper  time.     The  "* 

•This  letter  wu  marked  bj  Hunter  "  No.  89,"  while  that  of  2l8t  Fobmafy  (ante,  p.  579) 
«M  nmnbend  40 ;  it  wonhl  appear  from  this  thai  the  letter  of  net  Febmaiy  was  kept  hack 
some  montiis. 

t  The  Manpiis  OorawalUs  sallad  tmn  Sydney  on  Srd  Deocmher,  I79S.  The  letter  Hmiter 
here  Rfers  to  was  dated  let  Noremher,  1798.— Ante,  p.  604. 

t  It  will  be  seen  by  the  posteript  to  this  letter  that  the  dnnigfat  bvoko  up  in  ttie  llrat  week 
Qf  June,  1790,  with  veiy  heavy  southerly  wind  and  rainstorms. 

t  The  Sylph  arrived  at  ^jdn^  on  17th  November,  1798. 
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1709      people  grow  inisolent  from  what  they  suffer,  and  that  insolence 
1  May.      renders  punishments  more  frequent  and  severe.     That  none  may 
have  it  in  their  power  to  make  a  plea  of  any  injustice  being  exer- 
cised upon  them  with  respect  to  their  time  of  servitude,  I  make 
it  a  rule  three  or  four  times  in  the  year  to  issue  to  those  who  have 
Certificates   completed  their  term  of  transportation  discharge  certificates,  and 
hajTfc  ££  ^^y  ^j^  desirous  of  being  at  their  own  disposal  we  strike  them 
off  from  the  public  victualing-book.     Thro'  these  means,  having 
had  too  many  sent  here  who  had  not  upon  their  arrival  more  than 
two  years  to  serve,  together  with  the  necessity  of  keeping  up  our 
artificer  gangs  for  various  essential  purposes,  we  are  weak  in  field 
labour,  and  on  Norfolk  Island  they  are  still  more  so. 
dML^**"  The  vast  number  of   idle  and  worthless  characters  who  are 

let  loose  in  this  way,  and  who  have  no  means  or  opportunity  of 
getting  out  of  the  country,  become  really,  my  Lord,  a  dangerous 
and  most  troublesome  pest.     They  will  not  work,  but  they  con- 
trive to  form  connections  with  the  equally  worthless  of  the  other 
inhabitants,  who  from  their  domestic  situations  have  an  oppor- 
tunity  of   affording   the   best   information  where  robberys  and 
burglarys  can  be  most  readily  committed.     Our  police  is  pretty 
strict,*  yet  these  vagabonds  often  elude  our  utmost  vigilance. 
Fed  at  the    And  what  renders  such  idle  and  wicked  chai-acters  a  still  greater 
expense,       inconvenience  is  that  they  consume  a  vast  proportion  of  that 
provision  which  is  rais'd  in  the  colony  and  wou'd  serve  to  feed 
the  more  industrious,  and  prevent  that  supply  of  swine's  flesh 
being  offer'd  to  the  store  which  we  otherwise  should  hav&    They 
are  well  aware  of  the  consequences  of  detection  in  their  robbery's, 
many  having  been  retransported,t  a  sentence  they  dread  more 
than  death. 
Tt^N^rt'^ik*       ^^®  commanding  officer  upon  Norfolk  Island  writes  me  that 
Island.         they  have  succeeded  this  season  in  their  wheat  harvest  much  better 
than  formerly,  but  that  their  last  crop  of  maize  fail'd  them.    All 
this  wheat,  he  says,  being  the  property  of  private  settlers,  vrho 
pay  immense  prices  for  labor,  they  will  not  supply  it  to  the  public 
store  under  158.  per  bushel.     In  short,  my  Lord,  the  only  effectual 
means  of  reducing  the  price  of  labor,  and  consequently  of  every- 
thing rais'd  by  it,  is  by  supplying  the  colony  with  European 
articles  of  every  kind  wanted  here — as  well  the  common  neces- 
sarys  of  life  as  some  of  its  luxuiys — at  a  moderate  expence.    All 
will  then  do  well,  and  the  farmer,  if  industrious,  will  prosper. 
Government      I  must  beg  to  observe,  my  Lord,  with  respect  to  the  Govem- 
***'^®'  mentis  cattle,  which  by  the  inclos'd  return  J  you  will  discover  grow 

^  In  Hunter's  Order  of  2nd  July,  1790,  poet,  p.  686,  he  attributes  the  increaee  of  cfime  to 
the  neglijircnce  or  the  connivance  of  petty  constables  uid  divisional  watchmen. 

t  That  is,  sent  to  Norfolk  Island,  a  punishment  reeen'ed  for  the  most  refractory  crimioab. 
The  difficulty  of  escaping  from  the  island,  or  of  eludingr  the  vieilanoe  of  their  guards,  viO 
probably  account  for  the  light  in  which  convicts  viewed  their  tnnafer  from  SjdiM}'  to 
Norfolk  Island. 

I  This  return  is  not  amongst  the  transcripts  received  from  Engtand. 
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numerous,  I  most  anxiously  wish  to  receive  some  instructions.  I  1790 
am  convinc'd  it  wou'd  prove  of  much  advantage  to  their  care  and  i  uay. 
preservation  were  part  supplied  on  certain  conditions  to  industrious 
individuals.  Your  Grace  will  otherwise  see  the  necessity  of  ap- 
pointing a  respectable  person  to  take  the  whole  under  his  direction, 
for,  my  Lord,  it  is  vain  to  imagine  that  the  Governor,  with  such 
a  multiplied  variety  of  dutys  to  consider,  can  pay  the  necessary 
attention  to  that  important  trust. 

The  unlucky  failure  of  our  crops  this  last  season,  from  which  I  Food 
had  in  the  beginning  such  flattering  prospect  of  having  near  two    ^^     ' 
years'  bread  in  the  colony,  has  oblig'd  me  to  submit  to  an  increase 
in  the  price  of  swine's  flesh,  which  I  had  in  the  last  year  reduced 
one-fourth.     It  is  not  possible,  my  Lord,  during  the  excessive 
poverty  and  present  distresses  of  the  people,  owing  to  the  want  of 
public  supplys  and  the  exorbitant  expence  of  labor,  that  they  can 
feed  their  swine  under  such  misfortunes  at  a  less  price ;  such 
stock  must  be  maintained  from  the  labor  of  the  owner.     In  con-  Failure  ot 
sequence,  therefore,  of  the  entire  failure  of  our  crop  of  maize  this  ^^ 
year,  I  have  ceas'd  to  issue  that  article  to  the  people,  and  serve 
an  additional  quantity  of  wheat  in  lieu,  in  order  that  we  may 
lose  as  few  swine  as  possible,  for  they  must  be  fed  wholly  on 
maize.     Many  persons  who  have  turned  their  mind  much  to  the 
rearing  this  kind  of  stock  have  assured  me  that  the  misfortunes  I 
have  mentioned  have  been  so  great  a  drawback  upon  their  expec- 
tations from  that  stock  that  28.  6d.  pr.  lb.  would  not  indemnify 
them  for  the  expence  of  feeding.     I,  however,  receive  it  at  Is.  pr. 
lb.  for  the  public  store.     But  let  me  here  observe,  my  Lord,  that 
our  failure  this  year  is  nothing  different  from  what  other  countrys 
are  subject  to.     It  does  not  proceed  either  from   the   effect  of  ^^^  ^ 
climate  or  from  a  sterile  country,  but  intirely  from  one  of  those 
causes  which  are  not  to  be  prevented  or  accounted  for  by  any 
human  wisdom,  but  which  are  sometimes  experienced  in  the  ways 
of  Providence. 

It  wou'd  be  a  great  comfort,  my  Lord,  to  those  who  are  charg'd  JjJJ^n'^. 
with  the  general  concerns  of  this  colony  were  our  intercourse  with  tion  with 
the  mother  country  more  frequent  than  in  general  it  has  been.  ^Jf'*"*** 
It  wou'd  serve  to  keep  the  people  more  chearfull  and  contented ; 
it  wou'd  be  the  means  of  introducing  many  comforts  into  the 
settlement,  and  thereby  spur  the  industrious  to  every  exertion  for 
enabling  them  to  procure  a  share  of  such  comforts ;  it  wou'd  open 
an  avenue  thro'  which  such  convicts  as  might  be  out  of  their  time 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  quitting  the  country  ;  and  such  as 
have  no  industry  are  very  unfit  to  continue  in  it.     But  I  need 
not  fatigue  your  Grace  with  observations  on  these  subjects.     My 
general  correspondence  have  already  declared  my  sentiments,  and 
to  that  I  must  refer. 
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The  distnaBes  and  wants  which  I  have  had  oocasum  to  mentioii 
will,  I  doubt  not,  be  sufficient  to  impress  upon  jour  Grace's  mind 
the  unavoidable  necessity  of  such  purchases  from  strangers  as  I 
am  most  unwillingly  oompell'd  to  make,  and  have  at  this  moment 
an  opportunity  of  being  supplied  with,  and  of  which,  for  your 
Grace's  satisfaction,  I  inclose  a  list,*  with  the  prices  paid.  If 
during  the  command  of  other  officers  in  this  country  they  were 
more  fortunate  in  receiving  supplys  from  home  than  I  have  been, 
the  e^qpences  incurred  during  their  authority  wiU  have  appeared 
proportionately  less ;  yet  I  trust  that  the  want  of  a  more  frequent 
comunication,  and  the  expences  occasion'd  from  that  circum- 
stance, will  not  be  plac'd  to  the  account  of  a  want  of  due  attention 
to  the  public  interest  on  my  part. 

Before  I  conclude  this  letter,  I  must  inform  your  Grace  that 
immediately  after  the  breaking  up  of  the  tedious  drought  which  I 
have  mention'd  another  misfortune  succeeded,  which,  altho'  not  so 
ruinous  to  the  colony  at  large^  has  prov'd  a  most  distressing  circum- 
stance to  the  settlers  upon  the  banks  of  the  Hawkesbury  River, 
where  we  have  in  some  seasons  rais'd  from  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand 
bushels  of  wheat  No  cause  having  appeared  which  indicated  an 
approaching  overflow  of  that  river,  the  people  were  not  prepared 
for  such  a  disaster.  Some  say  the  natives  foresaw  it  and  advised 
the  inhabitants ;  but  this  report  requires  confirmation.  Certain, 
however,  it  is  that  a  very  heavy  fall  of  rain  had  taken  place  in 
the  interior  of  Ute  country,  which  being  at  that  time  in  an  un- 
commonly dry  and  parch'd  state  had  not  quickly  absorbed  any 
part  of  this  torrent ;  it  descended  down  the  sides  of  the  hills  as 
from  mountains  of  solid  rock,  fiU'd  all  the  low  grounds  and  the 
various  branches  of  the  river,  which,  being  in  shape  suddenly  ser- 
pentine, cou'd  not  give  vent  so  fast  as  the  waters  came  down.t 
The  banks  upon  which  our  settlers  were  fix'd  were  overflown  with 
vast  rapidity.  The  Government  store,  which  had  been  built  upon 
the  first  settling  of  this  part  of  the  country,  was  not  out  of  the 
reach  of  this  inundation,  and  was,  with  all  the  provision  it  con- 
tained, swept  off.  The  river  swell'd  to  more  than  fifty  feet  perpen- 
dicular height  above  its  common  level,  and  the  torrent  was  so 
powerful  it  carried  all  before  it.  Many  of  the  pei^le  were  taken 
from  the  ridges  of  their  houses  by  a  few  boats  they  had  amongst 
them  just  in  time  to  save  their  lives,  for  most  of  the  dwellings 
were  covered,  and  the  whole  country^  here  appeared  like  an  im 
mense  ocean.  Many  hogs,  other  live  stock,  poultry,  with  much 
of  the  produce  of  the  last  unfortunate  harvest,  and  the  domestie 
efiects  of  the  people,   were  hurried  away  befof«  the  tonrent 

*  This  list  is  not  available. 

t  The  aoooontof  this  flood  given  by  Cbllliisfvol.  II,  i>.  190)  Is  simoal;  word  for  wad tiie 
■une  aa  that  in  this  lettsr.  K  ia  ovideDt  either  that  Oollhis  had  fna  aooass  to  HantsrlB 
deniatohes,  or  else,  as  is  now  generally  bdieved,  Hunter  suppUed  him  with  the  data  from 
which  he  compiled,  with  slight  verbiU  alterations,  his  second  volume,  I796-I800. 
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fbrtunately,  ire  lost  but  one  man.     Applications  are  coining  to      17M 
me  from  every  quarter  of  this  distress'd  district  for  cloathing  and     i  ^gg^y^ 
bedding,  of  which  we  have  none  to  supply.     I  will  do  all  I  can  to 
moderate  their  distresses,  and  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  censured 
shou'd  it  occasion  some  ezpenoe. 

Allow  me  to  assure  your  Grace  that  it  is  the  want  of  such  The  cause  of 
articles  as  have  generally  been  sent  us  from  England  that  occa-  e^^l!di^ 
fiions  the  expences  so  much  complain'd  of,  for  when  driven  thro'  ture. 
necessity  to  purchase  from  speculators  and  traders  who  sometimes 
call  here,  we  pay  more  than  500  per  cent,  above  what  the  same 
article  cou'd  be  sent  out  for.     The  war,  I  well  know,  my  Lord,  has 
been  the  chief  cause  of  our  wants  ;  I  am  only  desirious  that  the 
real  cause  of  every  cxpence  be  clearly  understood. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  believe  that  this  inundation  will  be  Beneficial 
the  means  of  that  land  which  has  been  overflown  producing,  for  a  S^^^^' 
year  or  two  to  come,  uncommon  cn^,  and  thereby  recover  the 
loss  it  has  at  present  occasioned  to  the  people. 

Applications  have  been  made  by  the  sufferers  on  the  Hawkes-  Seed-wbcat. 
bury  for  seed  wheat  to  sow  their  grounds  with,  as  also  have  settlers 
in  other  parts  of  the  country  where  the  crops  have  failed.  I  see 
the  necessity  of  complying  with  these  applications,  for  preventing 
a  continuance  of  scarsity.  The  quantity  of  fresh  pork  which  has 
for  some  time  past  been  taken  into  the  store  will  appear  to  have 
occasioned  expence,  but  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  say  that  I  have 
at  this  time,  thro'  that  supply,  six  months'  salt  provision  in  store, 
which,  without  this  pork,  would  have  been  all  expended,  and  the 
colony  without  any  animal  food. 

Indos'd  is  a  continuation  of  the  General  Orders  issued  from  time 
to  time.* 

To  avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  fatiguing  your  Grace  with  an  The  gaol 
increased  number  of  letters,  I  will  take  this  opportunity  of  ^"™^  ****'""• 
informing  that  on  the  midnight  of  the  11th  of  February  last  our 
public  goal,  substantially  built  of  double  logs,  which  cost  us  much 
trouble  in  the  erection,  was  wilfully  and  maliciously  consumed  by 
fire.  No  discovery  can  be  made  of  the  incendiary,  f  I  am  now 
erecting  a  strong  and  permanent  building  of  stone,  with  very 
thick  and  substantial  walls,  which  will  defy  every  such  attemjjt  in 
future. 

Before  I  conclude,  let  me  here  observe  to  your  Grace  that  two  a  Spanish 
letters  of  marque,  wltaUn^  one  of  which  had  been  here  to  refit,  and  P'^* 
sailed  from  hence  to  the  coast  of  Peru,  have  taken  a  Spanish  ship, 
bound  from  Lima  to  Qviquil,  upon  that  coast,  with  a  cargo  of 

*  The  General  Orders  will  be  found  in  their  proper  places  in  these  pages,  arranged  in  order 
of  datek    This  enclosure  is  therefore  onutted. 

t  OeiUns states  that  twenty  prlsonsia  wsm  oaoAiMd 'witUn  the  gaol  at  the  tiDie(hetwaai 
11  p.ni.  and  12  midnight)  when  the  llm  wbms  dlssofsiwl,  ^omoof  them  loaded  with  irons^  aqd 
that  it  «M  with  the  vtBMMt  dUBoalftaF  thQF  fMse  csamMd. 
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various  articles,*  and  have  sent  her  to  this  port,  where  she  has  been 
tried  bj  a  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty  and  condemned  as  lawful  prize. 
Permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  take  the  liberty  of  observing  that  this 
colony  may  prove  at  some  future  period,  from  its  sittuMiioriy  a 
settlement  of  much  importance  in  case  of  either  a  Dutch  or  Spanish 
war.  1  have,  Ac, 

Jno.  Hunter. 

P.S. — 7  th  June.  Nothing  can  distress  me  more,  my  Lord,  than 
to  have  occasion  to  relate  accidents  or  misfortunes  having  taken 
place  in  this  settlement.  But  it  wou'd  be  improper  to  conceal 
from  your  Grace's  knowledge  anything  which  can  in  the  smallest 
degree  occasion  expence  ;  1  therefore  add  by  way  of  postscript  to 
this  letter, — that  on  the  4th,  5th,  and  6th  of  June  a  very  heavy 
storm  of  wind  from  tte  southward,  attended  by  an  incessant 
torrent  of  rain  during  those  three  days,  took  place  here ;  by  whicli 
several  highly  essential  buildings  of  a  public  nature,  which  have 
been  erected  by  great  labour  and  a  considerable  expence  of  time^ 
but  which,  not  being  quite  completed,  were  blown  intirely  down, 
and  we  are  thereby  thrown  back  for  near  twelve  months  in  what 
I  hop'd  to  have  finish'd  in  a  very  short  time. 

The  house  erected  formerly  by  Governor  Phillip  for  the  resi- 
dence of  the  Govr.  when  his  duty  call'd  him  to  Parramatta,  having 
about  six  months  ago  fallen  down,  being  intirely  decay'd,  I  had 
got  another  of  better  construction  almost  up,  but  this  gale  has 
damaged  altho'  not  destroyed  it.  A  large  substantial  windmill 
tower  of  stone,  the  second  I  have  attempted  to  erect,  was  rais'd  to 
its  full  height,  and  we  were  employed  in  getting  on  its  roof,  but 
not  being  yet  clos'd  in,  or  sufficiently  sheltered  from  the  storm,  it 
was  laid  down  to  the  ground ;  a  variety  of  other  buildings  of 
less  magnitude,  but  equally  necessary,  are  either  leveVd  with  the 
ground  or  much  injured.  I  trust,  however,  my  Lord,  that  I  shall 
in  less  than  another  year  get  the  better  of  these  misfortunes,  and 
I  hope  without  creating  any  additional  expence  but  such  as  may  be 
the  consequence  of  a  loss  of  time.  J.H. 


8  May. 


oonvlcts. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

8th  May,  1799. 
Parole — Deal.  Countersign — Downs. 

Clothing  tor  Qn  Saturday  next  the  Commissary  will  issue  to  such  men  as  may 
"""'"*■       be  entitled  as  much  blue  gurrah,t  and  some  thread,  as  will  make 
a  frock  and  pair  of  trousei^     The  women  and  children  who  may 
also  be  entitled  will  receive  a  proportion  in  the  begkining  of  the 
week.  Jno.  Hunter. 

*  CoUiM  (voL  ii,  p.  206)  BtatM  that  the  cargo  of  the  Spanish  vessel  oonsUted  of  sugar, 
flour,  and  an  ardent  spirit  similar  to  the  acaua  ardente  of  BrasU.  The  floor  and  sogar 
Banter  allowed  to  he  sold  hy  aution,  hat  not  the  spirits. 

t  A  coarse  Indian  muslin,  described  hy  Collins  as  not  much  hetter  than  bantings. 
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Under  Secretary  King  to  Lieutenant-Governor  King.  1799 

Dear  Sir,  Whitehall,  8th  May,  1799.  8  May. 

I  have  sent  your  letter  relative  to  Captain  Townson*  to 
Colonel  Brownrigg,  as  a  compliance  with  his  request  must  depend 
upon  the  Department  of  the  Commander-in-Chief.  There  are  only  Copper 
three  tons  of  copper  coinage  sent  by  the  Porpoise  in  pence  ;  the  ^"''^»®- 
remainder  will  be  sent  in  half-pence  and  farthings  when  coined. 
The  articles  you  recommended  to  be  procured  for  sale  will  be  sent 
by  the  next  opportunity;  but  you  will  recollect  the  very  large 
quantity  of  clothing  and  other  articles  already  sent  for  sale,  with 
the  directions  given  to  Hunter  respecting  them.  Indeed  the 
articles  are  so  considerable  in  point  of  quantity,  though  not  of 
selection,  that  there  will  be  more  than  can  be  purchased  by  the 
colony  for  some  time. 

I  received  Mr.  Palmer's  letter  with  its  inclosure.     I  think  I  Palmer  and 
have  seen  the  inclosure  before.     Lieutenant-Colonel  Paterson*s 
business  will  not  be  forgot,  but  no  provision  can  be  made  for  him 
before  the  next  Estimate.! 

The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  have  not  decided  about  the  Com- 
mission you  allude  to.  They  will  probably  name  a  man  of  their 
own.  I  am,  &c., 

J.  King. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

10th  May,  1799.         WMay. 
Parole — Brixham .  Countersign — Torbay. 

That  those  people  who  have  been  convicted  in  Ireland,  and  trans-  Terms  of 
ported  by  the  laws  of  that  kingdom  to  this  country,  may  be  con-  tion*o? 
vinced  that  the  Governor  has  us'd  every  means  in  his  power  to  {j^j^*^*' 
obtain  certain  information  relative  to  the  term  of  their  trans-  Ireland. 
portatioD,  he  has  now  to  inform  them  that  he  has  received  from 
Ireland  a  correct  statement  of  the  sentences  of  all  those  who  came 
to  this  colony  in  the  ship  Queen,  and  that  he  is  informed,  thro'  the 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  that  the  lists  of  those  who  came 
here  in  other  ships  after  the  Queen  may  know  the  extent  of  their 
convictions  by  applying,  when  they  have  an  opportunity,  at  the' 
Commissary's  office,  Sydney. 

Such  as  may  appear  to  have  been  sent  here  for  life  need  not 
despair  of  being  again  in  due  tinie  the  masters  of  their  own  labors, 
as  every  man  knows  that  a  decent^  orderly,  industrious,  and  obedient 
conduct  has  frequently  in  this  colony  recommended  many  to  public 

^^""o^-  Jno  Hunter. 

•  See  Banter  to  PoriUnd,  ante,  pp.  448,  440. 

f  KinfT  here  evidently  refers  to  hts  consultation  with  the  Lieutenant-Governor  concerning 
an  allowance  to  PaterBon.— See  King  to  Banks,  ante,  p.  648. 
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Parole — Plymouth.  Countersign — Dock. 

Medical  Department. 

weil^orth.  ^^  Thursday,  the  16th  instant,  Mr.  D'Arcy  Wentwcrth  will  take 
the  Parramatta  duty,  and  Mr.  James  Mileham  will  return  to  the 
duty  of  Sydney.  Jno.  Huktbb. 


GL  SuTTOE  TO  Sm  Joseph  Baxks.     (Banks  Papas.) 

H.M.  ship  Porpoise, 

16  May.         Sir,  Spithead,  16th  May,  1799. 

Plants  for  J  take  the  liberty  of  informing  you  that  I  this  day  received 

Widea.  ^      fti^d  planted  the  plants  sent  down — two  olives,  two  carribs,  lemon 

grass,  spring  grass,  cactis,  ginger,  strawberys,  and  Gam2:)her  plants, 

— all  of  which  arrived  without  the  smallest  injury,  and  it  is  with 

pleasure  I  acquaint  you,  sir,  that  the  garden  is  realy  in  a  flourishing 

condition.    The  vines,  hops,  apples,  pears,  peaches,  nectrines,  nuts, 

herbs,  and  indeed  everything  is  in  the  most  healthy  state.    Permit 

me,  sir,  as  a  humble  and  trifling  return  for  the  many  favors  1 

have  received  from  you,  since  I  am  about  to  leave  my  native 

country,  to  give  you  my  most  sincere  thanks.     Believe  me,  sir,  it 

Gratitude  to  ia  the  thanks  of  a  heart  sincerely  grateful,  and  which  wttl  ever 

Bjuiiwr^      remain  so  for  your  goodness.     My  wife  too  begs  you  will  accept 

the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  her  heart.    Your  liberality  has 

been  the  means  of  making  us  truely  happy  and  comfortable,  and 

since  my  good  fortune  has  made  me  an  object  that  you  are  pleased 

to  be  concerned  for,  it  will  allways  be  my  first  object  to  render 

myself  worthy  your  good  opinion,  which  I  hc^  I  sluJl  aJlways  be 

so  fortunate  as  to  enjoy.     One  thing  more,  sir,  I  must  intrude 

upon  you,  that  is :  Heaven  has  blessed  me  with  a  young  boy,  and 

both  my  wife  and  son  are  in  a  fair  way.    G.S.  is  happy  to  hear  Sir 

Joseph  Banks  enjoys  a  good  state  of  health ;  hc^tes  Lady  Banks, 

Mrs.  Banks,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anfriere  inherit  the  same  blessing. 

That  they  and  you,  sir,  mi^  long  «njoy  it  is  the  sincere  wish  o^ 

4k0.,  O.  SUTTOB. 


G.  Calet  to  Sib  Joseph  Bakes.     (Banks  Papers.) 
18  May.         Sir  Joseph,  Portsea,  18th  May,  1799. 

Carriage  of  According  to  your  request,  I  here  send  you  the  account  of 

^  ^  the  expence  of  bringing  the  plants  down,  which,  from  London  to 

delivering  them  to  the  ship,  amounts  to  XI  7s.  5d. 
^y*"  I  do  not  imagine  that  while  I  am  in  New  South  Wales  I  shftll 

not  want  any  wearing  apparel,  except  shoes,  which  I  have  jost 
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now  wi-ote  home  about     I  have  not  wished  for  them  to  be  made      1799 
at  the  present  and  sent  up  to  London,  but  about  the  time  of  next     x8  May. 
Michaelmas. 

As  the  ship  has  been  detained  so  long,  I  had  plenty  of  time  for 
to  have  bespoke  them,  and  took  them  with  me,  but  as  the  ship  is 
pretty  well  thronged,  and  I  having  as  many  articles  as  I  can  well 
look  after,  and  not  wanting  any  shoes  for  some  time,  I  thought  it 
best  to  act  as  I  have  above  stated.  I  am,  (&c., 

G.  Caley. 


Governor  Hunter  to  Sir  Samuel  Bentham.* 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Dear  Sir,  20th  May,  1799.         »>  May. 

Having  observed  by  one  of  the  annual  publications  which  Hunter  oon- 
are  now  and  then  received  from  our  friends  in  England  that  you  E^nUuln? 
had  taken  possession  of  a  situation  in  our  Naval  Department, 
permit  me  on  that  occasion  to  congratulate  not  only  you  but  our 
Navy. 

Altho'  my  original  acquaintance  with  you  commenced  when  you 
was  very  young,  I  have,  notwithstanding,  had  opportunities  of 
marking  the  progress  of  your  |)articular  genius  and  that  turn 
of  talent  which  so  eminently  qualifies  you  for  the  very  important 
office  which  you  now  fill — an  office  which  will  afford  an  ample  and 
extensive  field  for  the  exercise  of  that  ability  in  mathematical  ^Jft**"'* 
and  mechanical  study  which  you  so  highly  possess.  Old  as  I 
am  growing,  I  shall  still  hope  to  live  long  enough  to  see  some 
of  those  improvements  made  in  the  construction  of  our  ships  of 
the  line  of  battle  which  have  often  appeared  to  me  to  be  so  very 
much  wanted. 

When  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  in  London  you  were 
then  engaged  in  some  undertaking  which  related  to  the  Peniten- 
tiary Houses,  then  proposed  to  be  built  in  various  parts  of  the 
Kingdom — a  model  of  one  of  which  I  saw  of  your  construction.! 
I  might  almost  venture  to  say  that  had  I  been  shut  up  in  one  of  ^^n^j^y^j 
those  cabins  or  cells  and  kept  hard  at  work  for  the  same  length  position. 
of  time  I  have  spent  here  that  my  comforts  could  not  have  been 
less  than  they  have  been,  but  my  piece  of  mind  would  certainly 
have  proved  considerably  greater. 

*  Printed  from  the  Bentham  Papers  in  the  British  Museum.  Sir  Samuel  Bentham  wag  a 
brother  of  the  celebrated  Jeremy  Bentham.  He  was  recognised  by  his  contempotaries  as 
one  of  the  highest  authorities  on  naval  matters.— Dictionary  of  National  Biography,  vol.  iv, 
p.  281. 

t  Millbank  Prison,  or  The  Penitentiary  as  it  was  called,  was  the  outcome  of  the  efforts  of 
Howard  and  the  brothers  Bentham.  It  was  constructed  so  that  the  interior  of  each  cell 
coold  be  seen  from  one  centrsl  point ;  and  was  demolished  in  189L 

VOL.  Ill — 2  U 
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An  irksome 
command. 


Fatigues  of 
office. 


Hunter  in> 
tentionaUy 
embar- 
rassed. 


HewiU 
persevere  to 
the  end. 


Hunter's 

disappoint* 

ment. 


This,  be  assared,  my  friend  Bentham,  is  a  most  irksome  oon- 
mand,  proceeding  from  a  variety  of  causes  not  neeemaiy  to  be 
enumerated  now,  and  its  advantages  are  altogether  in  the  honor 
and  respectability  of  the  appointment,  for  handsome  as  the  salary 
appears  upon  paper,  it  will  take  nearly  the  whole,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  colony,  to  defray  the  expenses  attendant  upon  the 
situation. 

The  fatigue  to  which  the  Governor  of  this  territory  must  sub- 
mit, both  mental  and  corporeal,  is  far  beyond  any  idea  you  can 
have  of  the  nature  of  his  duty  rendering  such  fatigue  necessary 
in  the  Commander-in-Chief.  I  may  venture,  however,  to  assure 
you,  that  had  I  been  gifted  with  the  power  of  looking  into 
future  events,  happy  as  I  shall  ever  be  to  obey  the  commands 
of  his  Majesty  and  to  go  wherever  he  may  be  pleased  to  order 
me^  I  never  should  have  covetted  that  which  now  occupys  my 
endeavours  ;  in  short,  altho'  I  possess  not  a  shilling  in  the  world 
besides  my  Commission  in  the  Navy,  my  present  salary  would  not 
have  been  an  object  sufficient  to  have  inclined  me  to  return  to 
4his  country,  for  after  all  I  suffered  formerly  in  its  service  my 
troubles  then  wero  by  no  means  equal  to  my  fatigues  now  :  tiiat 
convenient  gift  I  am  mentioning  would  have  laid  open  to  my 
view  those  works  which  I  shall  ever  beUeve  were  intentionally 
.designed  for  my  embarrassment,  but  you  will  not  suppose  to 
-distress  me  individually  could  be  the  object ;  but  it  appeared  to 
be  considered  a  disappointment  that  another  naval  officer  should 
be  appointed  to  the  chief  command.  I  have  struggled  on  under 
every  possible  difficulty,  and  as  it  has  pleased  God  to  give  me 
health  and  strength  equal  to  my  zeal,  I  will  continue  to  hope 
that  I  may  be  able  to  act  in  such  way  as  may  give  satisfactioii 
to  his  Majesty.  When  my  health  and  strength  begin  to  decline, 
-which  according  to  the  common  course  of  nature  I  on^t  to 
expect  before  long,  I  will  then  decline  my  present  office,  and 
,  endeavour  to  obtain  his  Majesty's  permission  to  do  ao;  untill 
that  time  I  will  persevere  in  my  best  exertions  for  conquering 
every  difficulty,  whether  they  be  natural  or  artificial  ones,  of 
which  last  kind  we  have  too  many  people  in  this  colony  disposed 
to  create  all  they  can. 

My  former  knowledge  and  aoquaintance  with  this  country  en- 
couraged me  in  a  hope,  which,  however,  has,  in  some  respects, 
proved  delusive,  that  I  should,  with  ease  to  myself  and  with  proper 
effect  and  advantage  to  the  public  have  been  able  to  manage  all 
.the  duties  of  my  office  ;  but  I  had  not  been  long  entered  upon  it 
before  I  was  awakened  from  that  dream  of  comfort  and  a^is&c- 
tion  the  prospect  of  which  I  had  so  vainly  indulged  ;  the  seeds  d 
those  vexations,  whidi'had  so  disappointed  me,  had  been  sown 
'for  a  very  considerable  time,  and  being  rather  of  a  prolific  natuct- 
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Amongst  sach  a  peqple,  had  gained  so  mucli  strength  that  it  will      1799 
require  immense  labour  to  grub  them  up  by  the  root.     I  have    aoauy. 
persisted  in  any  attempt  to  that  end,  and  mean  not  to  change  my       - — 
system,  which,  be  assured,  from  being  calculated  to  lay  restraints  mioation  to 
upon  eveiy  species  of  vice  and  immorality,  cannot  amongst  such  perae^*^"*- 
characters  be  a  very  popular  one  ;  that,  however,  will  be  a  matter 
of  no  immediate  concern  to  me  if  I  succeed  only  in  a  small  degree 
to  check  the  growing  profligacy  and  abandoned  turn  of  the  lower 
classes  of  the  people,  altho'  I  may  be  censured  on  the  spot  by  those 
whose  views  and  interests  may  be  effected  by  my  endeavours.     I 
have  no  doubt  in  due  time  I  shall  receive  that  credit  which  may 
be  my  right,  and  which  is  all  I  require. 

This  is  a  good  country,  and  will  do  well,  but  its  progress  in  im-  a  gocd 
provement  would  be  considerably  hastened  could  Government  be  <^*>^^'">*- 
prevailed  upon  not  to  overstock  us  with  the  worst  description  of 
characters ;  for  whilst  the  mass  of  the  people  continue  to  be  of  that 
class,  our  difficulties  will  ever  be  very  considerable,  and  the  indus- 
trious and  well-disposed  become  a  continual  prey  to  the  idle  and 
worthless.  It  will  at  all  times  give  me  much  pleasure  to  hear  from 
you,  and  any  of  my  friends  the  members  of  the  Transport  Board 
will  readily  forward  any  letter  you  may  favour  me  with. 

I  am,  &c,, 
Jno.  Hunteb. 


GOVEBNHEKT  AND  GENERAL  OrDEB. 

20th  May,  1799. 
Parole — Seasonable.  Countersign — ^Weather. 

The  price  of  fresh  pork  having  for  some  time  past  been  raised,  in  The  price  of 
consequence  of  the  failure  of  our  last  harvest,  and  designed  as  a  ^^^' 
temporary  relief  to  those  who  had  suffered  by  that  misfortune,  it 
is  now  to  be  understood  that- the  Commissary  is  directed  to  return 
to  the  price  formerly  established,  viz.,  ninepence  per  5).,  for  all 
which  may  be  offered  after  Saturday  next,  the  25th  instant. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


Lieutenant-Governor  Kino  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 
(Banks  Papers.) 

Dear  Sir,  Portsea,  26th  May,  1 799.         m  M»y. 

The  plants  you  were  so  kind  to  send  down  by  Cayley  were  The  pUuita 
all  planted  the  day  after  they  came  down,  and  are  now  in  very  good  ^q^^; 
order.    Every  other  plant  looks  extreemly  well.   We  are  anxiously 
expecting  some  good  news  respecting  the  fleets  which  cause  our 
detention.     I  hope  a  very  few  days  will  bring  us  some  accounts, 
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son* J. 

thei 


and  tluMe  of  a  fetvouiable  nature.    We  are  rather  alarmed  here  oa 
aooonnt  of  Admiral  Whiteside's  detachment. 

I  am  afraid  Gaylej  will  not  be  able  to  accomplish  the  bnsinesE 
of  the  longitude  for  want  of  qaalified  assistants  in  his  joamey. 
The  httitnde  he  will  easily  and  soon  be  master  of,  which  caa  be  as 
soon  found  bj  a  Readley's  quadrant  as  bj  the  sextant,  which  he 
will  pat  so  mnch  oat  of  order  if  given  to  him  as  to  be  ever  useless. 
A  very  good  ten-inch  Keadley's  quadrant  can  be  got  here  for  two 
guineas  and  a  half,  which  I  think  will  soon  be  so  familiar  to  him 
as  to  make  it  a  more  desirable  instmment  than  the  sextant  you 
sent  for  him,  which  still  remains  in  my  possession,  and  may  l^re- 
after  be  serviceable  to  him  or  some  other  person ;  or,  if  yoa  please, 
I  will  return  it  again.  I  think  we  shall  be  able  to  manage  every- 
thing else  very  well 

n^LmT'^  I  have  heard  nothing  more  about  the  Lady  Nelson,  bat  at  the 
same  time  am  certain  that  everything  in  your  power  has  been  done. 
T  do  not  think  she  ought  to  be  later  in  sailing  from  England  than 
the  latter  end  of  August.  There  is  one  thing  in  her  eqaipment 
which  is  not  allowed  of  in  the  Navy,  but  which  is  of  an  absokte 
necessity  to  vessells  employed  on  the  service  for  which  she  h 

Iron  c^iiu  destined,  i,e.,  iron  chains  for  the  cables  to  be  passed  round  from 
**  ***  the  ring  of  the  anchor  about  seven  fathoms  on  the  cable,  to  pre- 
vent the  cable  being  rubbed  or  the  anchor  lost  on  corally  bottoms. 
These  chains  should  be  made  the  same  as  those  used  for  the  traces 
of  carts  sometimes,  but  much  smaller.  There  should  be  three  d 
them  to  boom  each  cable,  as  above  described.  In  case  the  whaler 
should  stop  at  the  Brazils,  I  have  given  Col.  Paterson  a  copy  of 
your  paper.  Col.  P.  and  myself  join  in  best  respects  to  yourself 
and  the  ladies.  I  ^m^  ^^^ 

Philip  Gidley  Kixa 


81  May* 


The  King's 
birthday. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

31st  May,  1799.  . 

Parole — Shoreham.  Countersign — Seaford. 

Tuesday  next,  the  4th  of  June,  being  the  anniversary  of  his 
Majesty's  birth,  the  military  will  parade  at  12  o'clock,  and  fire 
three  volleys  in  honor  of  the  same.  The  battery s  upon  the  west 
and  east  points  of  the  Cove  will  fire  between  them  twenty-on« 
guns.  The  military  will  take  the  direction  of  the  west  battery, 
and  the  seamen  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Supply  the.  east  The  sallut^ 
will  be  fired  at  1  o'clock,  and  begin  at  the  east  point 

Jno.  Huntrb. 
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0.  Galet  to  Sib  Joseph  Banks.  1709 

(Banks  Papers.)  SJunew 

Sir  Joseph,  Portsea,  3  Jane,  1799. 

Being  on  board  and  finding  no  signs  of  sailing,  together 
with  the  ship  being  over  and  above  crowded  with  what  is  cus- 
tomary while  lying  at  Spithead,  induced  me  to  obtain  leave  of 
Gov.  King  for  to  go  into  the  Isle  of  Wight,  but  I  have  to  regret  gjYaie^f* 
that  my  time  would  not  admit  of  close  examination,  therefore  I  Wight, 
can  only  consider  it  as  a  cursory  tour.  I  cannot  say  that  I  met 
with  any  plant  that  appeared  strange  to  me,  except  the  enclosed 
specimen,  and  what  it  is  I  am  totally  ignorant  of.  I  have  never 
seen  the  like  before,  neither  wild  nor  cultivated.  But  all  that  I 
have  at  the  present  to  trust  to  is  memory,  as  I  cannot  get  to  any  p^^^ 
of  my  books.*  Knowing  that  I  should  not  have  an  opportunity  of 
closely  examining  it,  I  made  the  following  remark  upon  it  when 
I  first  found  it :  PenUmdria  Monogynia  Cal,  5  phyllus.  Cor, 
monopitala  5  ladnvs,  pisL  germen  inferum^  stigmata  3  fertrUo- 
adaris  trivalvis,  I  found  it  upon  the  surmit  of  the  cliff,  within 
a  few  roods  to  the  west,  opposite  to  Mirables.  I  looked  for  it  in 
other  such-like  places,  but  did  not  prove  successful.  If  it  should 
prove  to  be  in  any  measure  new  to  the  British  flora,  I  am  afraid 
few  botanists  will  be  able  to  meet  with  it,  as  it  grows  in  a  place 
that  may  appear  dreadful  to  look  at  by  many  persons,  though  the 
situation  is  by  far  from  being  dangerous  to  come  at.  I  could  not 
meet  with  any  specimens  that  had  got  ripe  seeds,  so  I  took  up  specimens, 
some  living  plants,  but  by  growing  in  a  dry  parched  soil,  which 
would  not  ahere  to  the  root — and,  moreover,  it  appearing  to  be  an 
annual — causes  me  to  doubt  whether  I  shall  be  able  to  procure 
any  seed.  The  white  powder  is  a  specimen  of  a  mineral  which  I 
met  with  at  Knowles,  the  place  where  the  ground  gave  way  after 
a  severe  frost,  which  was  credulously  reported  to  be  an  earthquake. 
The  water  appeared  as  if  some  lime  had  l)een  thrown  into  it ;  upon 
tasting  it  I  found  it  to  be  acid  and  astringent.  I  obtained  the 
powder  by  taking  the  scum  of  the  water,  and  afterwards  drying  it 
in  the  sun. 

Week  after  week  keeps  passing  away,  and  no  talk  of  sailing  Waiting  (or 
almost  drives  me  melancholy ;  indeed,  if  it  was  not  for  hope,  I  ^er& 
should  be  wearied  of  my  life.  Expecting  to  sail  almost  every  day 
and  months  elapsing,  to  an  eager  mind,  is  a  great  mortification. 
Being  on  board  till  the  ship  gets  underweigh,  through  so  much 
confusion,  as  not  to  get  to  an  individual  article,  is  very  despairing, 
and  being  on  shore  in  the  dearest  port  of  the  nation  is  another 
serious  thought.  I  find  that  about  ten  miles  from  Portsmouth 
there  are  some  good  places  for  a  botanist,  which,  if  I  had  known 
when  I  first  came  down,  I  would  have  resided  at,  if  I  had  had  for 
to  have  come  to  Portsmouth  every  day.     It  giieves  me  to  think 

•  Post,  p.  C81. 
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1790      that  the  money  that  I  have  sp^it  here,  without  finding  anything, 
8  June.     ^^^  ^^^  I  could  have  extended  it  in  a  mountainous  country  in  the 
north  of  England.  I  am,  &&, 

G.  Calet. 

Ex-GovBBNOB  Phillip  to  LiEuxsNAiiT-GovBBiroR  ELdig. 
5  June.         My  Dear  Sir,  Portsmouth,  5th  June,  1799. 

Phimp^spro.  As  two  of  the  cows  lost  soon  after  our  landing  in  New 

K?ai5i^*  South  Wales  were  my  property,  I  have  an  undoubted  claim  to  a 
share  in  the  cattle  since  found  to  have  increased  in  so  extraordi- 
nary a  manner,  and  as  Government  puts  the  care  of  such  part  of 
dieir  cattle  to  which  they  have  a  claim  under  the  protection  of 
the  Governor  for  the  time  being,  I  now  give  to  you  all  my  interest 
therein,  to  dispose  of  as  you  may  judge  proper ;  and  in  doing  this 
I  may,  and  certainly  shall,  raider  a  veiy  essential  swvice  to 
that  country,  as  no  cattle  can  be  killed  without  the  consent  of  the 
Governor  and  yourself,  or  whoever  yon  vest  your  property  in  when 
you  leave  the  country. 

Wishing  you  health  and  every  good,         I  remain,  ifec, 

A.  Phillip. 

When  the  cows  were  lost  they  were  five  in  number ;  three  were 
the  property  of  the  Crown,  and  two  were  mina  The  bull  and 
heifer  belonged  to  the  Crown  also. 


CrOVBRHMBNT  AZTD  GENERAL   OrDBR. 

lOJuiic.  10th  June,  1799. 

Parole — Deliberate.  Countersign — Consult. 

Hunter  oou-  The  Govemor  desires  to  meet  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the 

meeting  of    colony — civil,  military,  and  naval — on  Wednesday,  the  1 2  th  instant, 

o*o«"  an<*   at  1 1  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  at  the  Court-room  in  Sydney,  upon 

business  of  a  public  nature.*  Jno.  Huntee. 


GOYERNMENT  AND  GENERAL  OrDRR. 

ujune.  11th  June,  1799. 

Parole — Attention.  Countersign — Deliberation. 

The  honn  of  Froh  the  shortness  of  the  days  and  the  late  hours  at  which  the 
com^ctsL^     people  assemble  at  their  work  in  the  morning,  it  is  not  possible 
that  a  fair  day^s  task  can  be  finished  by  1  o'clock. 

•Under  date  June,  1790,  GoUlns  (voL  ii.  p.  214)  Btaies  :— "The  erecting  of  the ftoee 
prison  at  Sydney  being  found  to  create  much  expence,  as  well  as  require  much  time,  the 
Govemor  oalled  a  maenng  of  the  offlcerB,  ptiodpal  inhabitantB,  and  faBdownen,  aad  pro- 
posed an  aasesment  to  be  furnished  by  each,  as  well  of  money  as  of  labouz;  which  w 
raadil}'  afrreed  to  on  their  part ;  and  tliat  neoeaeary  building  was  thenceforth  canied  on  it 
tlidr  expenoe,  the  publio  stores  only  fumishiiiff  such  imi  as  might  be  required.*  Ihisnf 
doubtless  the  meeting  convened  by  the  above  Order.  It  was  rendered  the  more  neoesw? 
to  call  in  the  aid  of  private  penons  by  reason  of  the  destmottve  horricoae  of  the  4th,  Sth, 
and  «th  June,  1799.  The  stone  prison  was  built  at  what  is  now  the  northecn  ooner  of 
Geoige-street  and  Essex-street.    See  also  post,  p.  094. 
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It  is  therefore  to  be  understood  by  saperintttidantB  and  over-      1799 
seers  that  the  working  gangs  are  to  be  continued  at  their  work     u  ju„e. 
until  2  o'clock ;  and  if  any  shall  be  permitted  to  have  a  breakfast 
hour,  which  does  not  appear  by  the  late  hour  they  begin  their 
work  necessary,  such  people  are  to  continue  at  their  work  until 
3  o'clock.*  Jno.  Hunter. 


Government  and  General  Order 

15th  June,  1799.        is  June. 
Parole — Cantyre.  Countersign — ^Argyle. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  certificates  will  be  granted  to  such  certiflcateB 
men  as  have  completed  their  term  of  transportation  on  Thursday,  **'  ^JmcJ^*"*©. 
the  20th  instant,  and  on  Friday  to  such  women  as  may  be  intitled 
to  them.  Jno.  Hunter. 


Lieutenant-Govbrnor  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 
(Banks  Fkipera) 
Dear  Sir,  Porpoise,  Spithead,  18th  June,  1799.         isjune. 

Three  convoys,  i6.,  one  for  Lisbon  and  the  East  and  West 
Indian  convoys,  sailed  and  are  sailing  to-day.     We  are,  unfortu-  Pr^racted 
n&tely,  doomed  to  remain,  which  will  be  subjecting  us  to  another  ofi^e 
year's  bad  passage  between  the  Capes  of  Good  Hope  and  New  Porpoise. 
Holland.     I  fear  we  have  been  forgot  at  the  Admiralty.     The 
whaler  goes  with  the  East  India  convoy,  which  sails  to-dsj.     I 
should  have  informed  you  of  my  receiving  your  last  letter  with 
the  enclosure  for  Cayley.    T  showed  the  drawing  of  the  animal  to 
Capt.  Phillip  and  Paterson,  as  well  as  several  others  who  are  here, 
all  of  whom  agree  that  no  such  creature  was  ever  seen ;  but  Cayley 
will  keep  a  good  look  out  for  it     As  this  is  the  twentieth  week 
since  I  came  down  here  in  a  snowstorm,  and  have  ever  since  been 
living  at  a  Portsmouth  expence,  under  the  daily  expectation  of  k*p®J["«  *"• 
filing,  and  finding  myself  four  hundred  pounds  in  debt  to  my  ^^ting  at 
agent,  I  am  oblig^  to  avail  myself  of  living  on  board,  notwith-  PortBinoath. 
standing  the  disagreeable  situation  my  family  is  in,   from   the 
circumstances  of  the  people  around  us,  until  we  saiL     I  mention 
this  only  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  disappointment  and  anxiety  I 
must  naturally  feel  at  our  being  left>  when  our  being  delayed  at 
the  Cape  after  February  will  certainly  be  the  destniction  of  the 
valuable  collection  you  have  placed  on  board  her,  and  which  will 
be  such  a  great  acquisition  to  the  colony.     Nothing  can  be  more 
thriving  or  in  better  order  than  the  whole  garden  is  in ;  and  I 
sincerely  hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to  preserve  it  as  well  as  it  now 
is,  but  I  fear  it  very  much,  if  we  do  not  go  soon.     I  heg  my  best 
respecta  to  Lady  Bimka  I  am,  (be., 

Philip  Gidley  Kino. 

•  Ante,  pp.  61,  884,  416,  496. 
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13  June. 

Provision 
for  King's 
family. 


Mr,  R.  Moss  to  Likutenant-Govebnor  Kino. 
(King  Papers.) 
Secretary  of  State's  Office, 
Dear  Sir,  18th  June,  1799. 

Mr.  King  being  much  occupied  has  desired  me  to  assure 
you  that  in  case  of  any  accident  happening  to  you  (which  I 
hope  will  not  be  the  case)  he  will  take  care  that,  your  family  shall 
receive  the  amount  of  the  valuation  of  your  sheep,  together  with 
a  proportionate  sum  for  their  increase.  R.  Moss. 


25  June. 

Delay  of  the 
Porpoise. 


Repeated 
disappoint- 
ments. 


A  dis- 
agreeable 
circum- 
stance. 


"More 
money." 


G.  Caley  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

Sir  Joseph,  Porpoise,  Spithead,  26th  June,  1799. 

It  is  with  great  reluctance  that  I  inform  you  that  my 
expectation  of  the  Porpoise  sailing  with  the  East  India  fleet  has 
proved  abortive.  When  that  fleet  was  getting  under  weigh  it 
was  said  we  should  in  a  few  days  set  sail,  along  with  the  Lancaster ; 
but  now  there  is  nothing  said  about  the  matter.  Govr.  King  has 
now  left  the  ship,  and  took  lodgings  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  but  I 
am  told  it  is  only  for  a  few  days.  These  few  days,  I  am  afraid, 
will  prove  as  usual,  that  is,  a  few  months.  I  cannot  conceive  how 
these  delays  are  caused.  Every  now  and  then  great  bustle  is  made, 
and  we  are  going  to  sea  immediately,  but  hitherto  this  all  has 
proved  fruitless.  It  is  highly  mortifying  to  see  fleets  after  fleets 
to  sail  that  were  said  that  we  should  have  gone  with.  Being  kept 
in  this  suspence  is  worse  to  me  than  being  in  a  prison,  by  not 
knowing  the  time  when  the  mind  will  be  released.  It  is  very 
disagreeable  being  on  shipboard  in  an  harbour  in  this  capacity,  and 
with  being  so  much  crowded,  so  as  to  have  a  very  disagreeable 
birth.  AU  inconveniences  I  should  very  gladly  put  up  with  was 
the  ship  to  set  saiL  There  is  another  very  disagreeable  circum- 
stance that  I  cannot  help  mentioning,  which  is,  one  of  the  men 
being  very  lousy,  by  which  this  evil  is  greatly  increasing,  and  I 
am  afraid  it  still  will  do  so,  until  the  capt.  comes  on  boards  and 
uses  proper  means  to  suppress  it,  for  none  yet  have  been  used. 
It  is  with  difficulty  that  I  can  keep  clear  from  them.  In  my 
opinion  such  cases  as  these  should  not  be  delayed  when  they 
have  made  their  appearance,  for  cleanlyness  is  certainly  a  gi*eat 
preservation  to  health. 

For  the  liberality  that  you  have  bestowed  upon  me  I  am  afraid 
I  shall  never  be  able  to  return  you  an  ample  satisfaction,  and  now 
am  under  the  obligation  of  asking  you  for  more  money,  though, 
at  the  same  time,  I  am  greatly  ashamed  by  so  doing.    Whether  I 
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remain  on  board  or  go  on  shore,  expences  keep  still  presenting      1799 
themselves  by  consuming  matters  that  ought  to  have  been  done    ^  jone. 
while  in  foreign  porta     As  the  season  is  greatly  advanced,  and  I 
never  expect  to  have  an  opportunity  of  being  any  lengtli  of  time 
in  the  south  of  England  again,  I  should  like  to  make  an  excursion 
every  now  and  then  about  the  distance  of  twenty  miles  from 
Portsmouth.     But  in  these  excursions  I  cannot  make  that  dis-  ^{jjjj^, 
covery  as  a  person  that  is  settled ;  for  when  anything  presents  oxcunions. 
itself  that  I  do  not  thoroughly  understand  I  have  not  the  oppor- 
tunity of  cultivating  it.    This  is  the  method  that  Mr.  Curtis's 
late  gardiner  used  to  do — if  they  proved  to  be  what  was  know^n 
before,  they  were  easily  cast  away.    Parcels  of  this  description  are 
not  worth  the  carriage  of  sending  to  town  for  to  be  cultivated.     I 
flatter  myself  in  saying  that  I  can  travel  upon  as  little  expences 
as  most  people,  but  I  found  the  Isle  of  Wight  to  be  an  expen- 
sive place.     I  imagine  this  is  owing  to  its  being  a  place  of  great 
resortment  to  in  the  time  of  summer,  and  to  the  great  number  of 
soldiers  that  are  stationed  along  the  coast ;  but  it  is  certainly  a 
delightful  place  for  a  botanist  to  visit. 

Gfovemor  King  ordered  his  grocer  to  furnish  me  with  as  much  Groceriea. 
tea  and  sugar  as  he  (the  Governor)  thought  proper,  and  also  some 
shot,  for  he  said  I  could  not  get  any  in  New  South  Wales,  though 
powder  I  might.  The  former,  had  it  not  been  for  custom,  I  would 
have  gone  without,  for  I  think  it  is  carrying  the  matter  to  too 
great  an  expence.  Whatever  another  person  can  live  upon,  I  can 
do  the  same. 

Soon  after  I  had  sent  you  the  small  plant  enclosed  in  the  letter,  a  botanical 
with  much  trouble  I  got  to  my  books,  and  found  it  to  be  nothing  "p®*^^"^*^"- 
more  than  CampantUa  hyhrxda  in  a  minute  state,  owing  to  its 
parched,  elevated  growth.  It  was  one  of  the  few  that  was  not  in 
Mr.  Curtis's  desideratte  of  British  plants  the  time  that  I  was  with 
him.  Its  corolla  being  deeply  divided,  never  caused  me  to  think 
of  its  being  a  Campanula,  The  drawing  that  you  sent  to  me,  I 
will  do  my  best  to  prove  whether  it  is  a  deception  or  not.  The 
garden  on  board  the  ship  is  in  a  flourishing  state. 

I  am,  &C.J 

Geobge  Caley. 

Memo,  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks: — June  27.     Sent  him  £10. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

27th  June,  1799.        «7June. 

Parole — Camberwell.  Countersign — Walworth. 

The  Commissaiy  is  directed  to  issue  on  Saturday  next  to  each  ciothini?  for 
man  belonging  to   the   public   working  gangs  of    Sydney   and  *^'*^^^'*®- 
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1799  Parrainatta,  one  jacket,  ond  waistcoat,  a  pair  breeches  and  pur 
of  stockings ;  and  on  Saturday,  the  6ih.  July,  the  gangs  at  the 
Hawkesbnry  will  have  the  same  proportion. 

After  the  general  muster  such  other  persons  as  maybe  entitled 
The  iMt  will  also  receive  a  supply  of  the  above  articles.  This  issue  being 
'"''  the  last  which  remains  in  possession  of  the  Commissary,  it  is 

expected  the  utmost  care  will  be  taken  that  they  last  as  long  as 
possible.  If  any  shall  be  known  to  sell  what  may  be  then  served 
them  they  will  be  punished  in  the  most  severe  manner;  and  thoee 
who  are  known  to  purchase  will  also  subject  themsehres  to  such 
notice  as  a  disobedience  of  Public  Orders  may  merit 

Jko.  HumsB. 


ofcl 


G.  Caley  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 
(Banks  Papers.) 
20  Jane.        Sir  Joseph,  Porpoise,  29th  June^  1T99. 

Banks  Yesterday  I  received  your  letter  with  the  enclosed  ten- 

^ey.  pound  note.    I  should  have  returned  an  answer  by  return  of  post, 

according  to  your  request,  had  it  been  delivered  earlier  in  the 
day.  The  evil  that  I  before  mentioned  I  still  keep  free  &om,  and 
am  not  sorry  to  say  that  some  of  the  seamen  dislikes  it  as  much  as 
myself,  by  which  I  think  its  progress  will  pot  be  so  rapid  as  what 
I  first  suspected.  I  cannot  conclude  this  loathsome  subject  with- 
out thanking  you  for  your  advice,  for  I  should  have  suspected 
that  the  ointment  would  not  have  been  so  safe  to  have  been 
applied,  on  the  account  of  the  large  quantity  of  mercury  that  it 
containa 

^S!ude.  ^^^  ^^  liberal  encouragement  that  you  have  given  me,  it  grieves 
me  to  think  of,  that  I  am  not  yet  able  to  make  you  any  return. 
When  I  arrive  at  New  South  Wales  I  know  that  I  shall  often  regret 
the  loss  of  time  that  has  been  caused  by  this  delay,  for  then  I  i^all 
not  have  a  minute  to  spare,  for  I  intend  to  fetch  it  up  again  if 
possible.  It  is  not  improbable  but  what  our  stay  at  the  Gape  of 
Good  Hope  will  be  longer  than  what  la  thou^t  to  be.  My  wish 
is  that  we  may  not  be  detained  there  long,  for  I  shall  not  have  a 
good  opportunity  of  drying  specimens  until  I  arrive  at  the  place  of 
my  destination.  To  see  new  objects  without  procuring  specimens 
is  greatly  mortifying.  So  I  shall  conclude  with  hoping  that  you 
may  enjoy  your  health  and  have  the  pleasure  of  examining  what 
is  the  chief  object  of  my  mind  to  fulfil 

I  am,  (Sec., 

Gbo.  Ca£BT. 
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Government  and  General  Order.  1799 

2nd  July,  1799.  2  July. 

Parole — Active.  Countersign — Vigilent, 

Br  the  late  increased  number  of  nocturnal  robberies  we  have  Ne^iifirence 
much  reason  to  suspect  that  the  petty  constables  and  divisional  ^fyj^^e  of 
watchmen  are  either  extremely  negligent  in  their  duty,  or  that  constables, 
they  suffer  themselves  to  be  prevailed  on  by  the  housebreakers 
to  be  less  vigilent  than  they  ought  to  be,  and  to  connive  at  their 
depredations  upon  the  honest  and  industrious ;  a  continuance  of 
this  unpardonsLole  remissness  in  the  duty  they  are  charged  with 
will  certainly  give  room  for  strong  suspicion  of  their  honesty,  and 
dispose  the  more  respectable  inhabitants  to  suppose  them  partakers 
with  the  thieves.* 

It  is  hereby  particularly  recommended  by  the  Governor  to  every  officers 
oflBcer  in  the  colony,  as  they  value  the  security  of  their  property,  ^!j^,[^. 
to  give  their  utmost  assistance  to  those  immediately  concerned  in 
the  direction  of  the  executive  part  of  the  civil  police  in  putting, 
as  early  as  possible,  a  stop  to  so  very  great  an  evil. 

Ii  is  also  particularly  recommended  to  the  chief  inhabitants  of  inhabitants 
the  towns  of  Sydney  and  Parramatta  that  they  select  a  few  of  ^pn^ 
the  most  respectable  of  their  number  in  each  division  of  tlie  towns,  sentative* 
whom  they  may  authorize  to  consider  of  the  most  effectual  means 
of  detecting  the  robbers  and  bringing  them  to  trial ;  whether  by 
such  reward  as  they  may  be  enabled  to  offer,  or  by  small  divisional 
patroles  for  the  night  service,  and  who  shall  take  that  duty  by 
turns,   and  be  under  the   immediate  direction  of  a  respectable 
inhabitant  of  their  own  choice,  or  an  officiating  constable  selected 
from  amongst  the  most  sober  and  vigilent  of  that  description  of 
people;  this  may  serve  as  a  spur  to  the  exertions  of  the  divisional 
watchmen. 

When  any  proposal  for  the  above  purpose  shall  be  submitted  in  and  report 
writing,  let  it  be  sent  to  the  Judge- Advocate's  office  for  the  con-  AdvoaSSw 
sideration  and  approval  of  the  magistrates,  who  will  foim  a  full 
Bench  on  that  occasion.!  Jno.  Hunter. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

3rd  July,  1799.         8  July. 
Parole — Orderly.  Countersign — Obedient. 

The  continual  complaints  which  are  made  to  the  Governor  of 
the  refractory  and  disobedie&t  conduct  of  the  convict  women  call  ^®"J5jL 
aloud  for  the  most  rigid  and  determined  discipline  amongst  those 

*  This  opinion  was  not  always  entertained  by  Hunter  respecting  the  constabulary.— Ante, 

t  CollinB  remarlced  that  this  Order  "  seemed  to  have  been  attended  with  some  effect,  for 
in  a  few  days  several  idle  people  who,  being  out  of  their  Ume,  were  employed  only  in 
^Maering  from  one  district  to  another,  without  any  visible  means  of  getting  their  bread, 
kkn  '^PPi^^d^*  And.  being  examined  before  the  sitting  magistrate,  were  ordered  to 
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1799      troublesome  characters,  who,  to  the  dii^praoe  of  tiieir  sex,  are  iu 
8  July,      worse  than  the  men,  and  arc  generally  found  at  the  bottom  of 
every  infamous  transaction  committed  in  this  colony. "^ 
ftbiffistifttes       It  is  hereby  most  particularly  recommended  to  the  magistrates 
tooSK'^  in  general  that  upon  proof  before  them  of  any  improper  oondact 
corptMrai       in  those  dangerous  and  mischievous  characters,  or  any  disobedienoe 
puniahment.  ^£  Q^^erg  or  neglect  of  such  duty  as  they  may  bo  duected  to  per- 
form, they  be  ordered  such  exemplary  punishment,  either  corporal 
or  otherwise,  as  the  nature  of  their  crime  may  merit.    This  measare 
will  appear  the  more  necessary  when  it  is  recollected  that  formerly 
in  this  colony,  when  such  punishments  were  frequently  inflicted, 
we  had  less  trouble.     They  were  more  orderly  ;  but  since  the  ia- 
dulgences  which  have  for  some  time  past  been  allowed  they  have 
grown  disorderly  beyond  all  suffering, 
oreneen  to      The  superintendents  or  overseers  who  may  have  the  direction  of 
wl^SSng   ^^^^  work  as  they  may  be  required  to  p^orm  are  desired  not  to 
done.  suffer  them  to  quit  such  work  when  they  choose,  but  that^  accord- 

ing to  the  nature  of  the  employment,  they  do  what  may  be  deemed  a 
fair  day's  work,  or  be  kept  at  their  labor  the  whole  day,  excepting 
during  the  intervals  of  breakfast  and  dinner. 

It  is  particularly  recommended  that  such  officers  as  employ 
women  servants  about  their  house  do,  when  they  may  have  oocasioQ 
to  discharge  such  servant,  send  their  name  and  character  to  the 
nearest  magistrate,  in  order  to  its  being  entered  in  a  book  which 
will  be  kept  for  that  purpose.  jj,^    Huhteb. 


Governor  Hunter  .to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
4  July.         My  Lord  Duke,  4th  July,  1799. 

By  your  Grace's  letter  of  the  3rd  December,  1798,t  I  hare 
Estimat^  of  receiv'd  the  estimate  of  expence  for  the  civil  establishment  of  this 
^^^^  colony  and  of  Norfolk  Island,  which  your  Grace  may  rely  shall  not 

be  exceeded  in  any  instance  whatever. 
BiMj^the  You  observe,  my  Lord,  that  great  inconveniences  have  arisen  from 
^^*'™^*  the  bills  which  have  been  drawn  from  New  South  Wales  on  the 
Lords  Commissionera  of  the  Treasury  having  been  unaccompanvM 
with  the  proper  accounts  and  voudiers.  In  my  letter  No.  33^ 
your  Grace  will  find  a  full  and,  I  hope,  satisfactory  account  of  the 

*  This  WM  a  standing  grievanoo  with  Hunter.  In  Norember,  1796,  he  hifonned  the  VoJk 
of  Portland  that  there  were  enoujrh  female  oonviots  then  in  the  oolony,  and  expressed  « 
hope  that  the  next  shipment  woul^  be  all  men.  He  complained  that  they  were  geoenJIj 
found  to  be  worse  characters  than  the  men ;  that  he  had  scarcely  any  way  of  emplovisi? 
them ;  and  that  even  if  he  had,  the  time  of  **  those  of  a  certain  ag«  was  taken  im  in  the 
indispensable  dutys  of  nursing  an  infant'*— Ante,  p.  182.  See  also  Qovcmment  and  Gcoeral 
Order  of  7th  November.  1706,  ante,  p.  506. 

t  Ante,  p.  612.    The  estimates  o(  expenditure  refetrwl  to  above  an,  howmrw,  i 

t  See  Hunter  to  Portkind,  25fch  May,  1796,  ante,  p.  883. 
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maimer  in  which  the  yarioiu  sams  are  paid  here  for  such  grain  or      1799 
swine's  flesh  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  taken  into  the  store  from     4  j^j^. 
individuals ;  and  aJtho'  I  have  formerly  mentioned  that  the  sallarys  ^    -~ 
of  saperintendants,  storekeepers,  and  crew  of  the  Colonial  schooner  '''^  ^"^^' 
are  aU  paid  here  on  the  spot^  and  cotnseqnently  what  may  be  issued 
from  the  Treasury  for  these  uses  shou'd  be  repaid  into  it  by  the 
agent;  yet  I  will  here  observe  that  all  these  respective  sums  being 
issued  in  promissary-notes  in  the  name  of  the  Commissary,  payable  commis- 
on  demand,  and  approved  by  the  Governor  to  give  them  validity,  ^'^'^  "°*®*- 
when  paid  away  by  the  different  individuals  for  such  articles  as 
they  purdiase  from  masters  of  ships  or  other  persons,  they  are 
oonsider'd  by  such  dealers  whilst  here  as  effectual  value  for  their 
goods,  and  when  they  are  about  departing  from  hence  they  apply 
to  have  them  consolidated  by  bills  on  the  Treasury.     Your  Grace 
will  see  clearly  by  the  nature  of  those  purchases  that  no  other 
account  can  be  transmitted  than  the  Commissary's  vouchers,  shew- 
ing to  what  uses  the  sums  drawn  for  have  been  applied.     To  make 
this  more  clear  and  satisfactory  to  your  Grace,  I  will  inclose  two 
or  three  of  those  promissary-notes  which  have  been  canceUd,  and  Theonw 
which  constitute  our  only  current  money.    And  these,  my  Lord,  ai*e  <^"®"^>- 
different  from  any  issued  on  account  of  Government  before  my  time. 
I  will  also  inclose  a  copy  of  the  list*  delivered  by  the  Commissary 
to  me  when  he  offers  notes  for  my  approbation.     As  a  voucher  for 
the  expenditure  of  this  money,  each  person  subscribes  his  name 
opposite  the  quantity  of  wheat,  maize,  or  swine's  flesh  he  may  have 
sold  to  the  store,  and  this  signature  is  a  receipt  from  the  party 
to  the  Commissary  that  he  has  been  paid.     Similar  lists  are  sent  Lbts  sent 
home  by  the  Commissary  with  his  accounts.     But  in  future,  my  **°^^- 
Lord,  when  any  kind  of  stores  are  purchased  from  strangers  for 
the  use  of  the  colony,  to  satisfy  your  Grace  as  far  as  it  may  be  in 
my  power,  and  to  shew  the  necessity,-  a  list  of  such  purchase  shall 
be  sent^  independent  of  the  regular  vouchers,  with  the  prices  paid 
annex'd. 

I  beg  permission  to  observe,  my  Lord,  that  the  demands  for  Applications 
stores  and  cloathing  which  were  sent  home  by  Mr.  Commissary  ind"^'^ 
Palmer  were  made  out  strictly  in  the  manner  your  Grace  has  clothing, 
desir'd ;  the  quantity  demanded  was  in  one  column,  and  the  quan- 
tity remaining  in  another,  f    Those  demands,  my  Lord,  are  the  only 
ones  made  by  me,  but  not  having  been  supplied  as  our  necessitys 
requir'd,  I  have  had  occasion  to  mention  in  my  various  letters  since 
that  we  were  in  want.     I  shall  only  add  at  present  upon  that 
subject  that  we  have  not  an  article  of  any  kind  of  cloathing  in  the 
colony  or  upon  Norfolk  Island,  or  a  blanket  to  shelter  the  people 
from  the  cold  of  the  night. 

•HotMiOfable. 

t  See  PbrtlMid'B  insferactiom  to  Himter  eoooeniliig  the  torn  in  wh^dh  rttnriM  demMiding 
stores,  Ac,  were  to  be  made  out.— Ante,  p.  612, 
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The  tools  and  hardware  sent  in  the  Harwell  and  the  Baffido  woe 
a  great  relief,  but  of  cloathing  there  were  none  sent  in  either  of 
those  ships.  I  found  it  a  very  difficult  matter  to  cloaih  the  con- 
victs brought  in  the  Harwell ;  they  were  wholly  in  filth  and  rags 
when  landed.  Not  having  ever  demanded  any  cloathing  for  sapply- 
ing  the  free  people  in  this  colony,  who  are  to  pay  for  it  in  graia  or 
stock,  no  particular  quantity  has  ever  been  specified  for  such  purpose, 
but  whatever  articles  may  be  sent  for  this  end  I  will  take  care  to 
direct  they  be  correctly  and  distinctly  accounted  for. 

The  general  returns  of  the  state  of  the  settlement,  quantity  of 
provision  in  store,  &c.y  &c.,  shall  not  in  future  be  omitted.  I  have 
only  to  hope,  my  Lord,  that  if  those  returns  have  not  been  as  often 
made  as  your  Grace  might  desire,  that  it  may  be  atributed  to  the 
multiplied  dutys  which  have  been,  and  continue  to  be,  constantly 
pressing  upon  my  mind,  and  which  keep  me  in  continual  motion 
from  one  part  of  the  colony  to  another. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  my  Lord,  that  when  the  live  stock 
belonging  to  individuals  and  to  the  Crown  is  sufficiently  muneroas 
to  admit  of  our  feeding  the  people  upon  it  we  shall  no  longer 
require  flesh  provision  from  any  other  country  ;  but  to  begin  too 
early  to  apply  it  to  that  use  wou'd  only  serve  to  retard  the  in- 
dependence for  provision  of  this  country  upon  any  other.  I  am 
very  desireous,  for  that  reason,  that  we  shou'd  not  yet  make  any 
reduction  in  that  valuable  concern.  The  superfluous  males  hare 
occasionally  been  applied  to  the  feeding  the  sick.  I  must,  hovever, 
here  observe  that,  of  the  larger  stock,  the  males  which  may  not 
be  requisite  for  propagation  are  yet  too  valuable  for  laborioos 
purposes  to  begin  to  slaughter  them  for  food.* 

With  respect  to  your  Grace's  objection  to  the  purchase  of  sugar,! 
I  beg  to  inform  you,  my  Lord,  that  it  is  issued  as  a  part  of  the 
established  ration,  and  if  we  had  none  we  shou'd  find  it  necessary 
to  serve  either  an  additional  quantity  of  salt  meat  or  of  grain, 
either  of  which  wou'd  be  found  in  general  more  expensive.  The 
ration  originally  established  in  this  country  consisted  of  various 
articles,  as  in  the  margin.  I  We  now  issue  only  salt  meat,  or  in 
lieu  fresh  pork,  and  wheat  or  wheat'  meal,  together  with  a  small 
quantity  of  su&:ar. 

It  will  not  be  possible  in  this  season,  my  Lord,  to  attempt 
carrying  into  effect  your  Grace's  desire  of  sending  coal  to  the  Oape 

*  In  his  letter  of  Srd  December,  1798  (ante,  p.  512),  the  Duke  of  Portland,  oommeDUsf  gq 
the  increase  of  live  stock,  reminded  Hunter  of  the  great  train  it  niould  be  to  theGovecBBieiit 
to  supply  the  colony  with  fresh  meat  on  the  spot  mther  than  with  salt  meat  sent  Iroe 
England. 

t  In  the  early  part  of  1797  Hunter  had  purchased  from  the  master  of  an  Ameticao  Tead- 
probably  the  Mercury— ten  tons  of  sugar,  at  the  rate  of  Is.  per  pound  (£1,120.)— Ante,  ^ 
224,  513. 

t  Convicts  p'r  week :  Seven  pounds  of  beef  or  four  potmds  of  pork,  sereo  poondi  flee 
flour,  one  pint  of  rice,  three  pmts  of  pease,  six  ounces  of  butter  or  a  proportion  of  sqgv- 
The  whole  of  the  milltaiy  and  ail  the  ci^il  officers  of  the  colony  were  then  sllow'd  p'rdif 
half-pint  spirits. 
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Good  Hope,*  the  Bu&lo  being  under  the  necessity  of  receiving       1790 
some  repairs  which,  with  our  few  hands,  will  require  more  time     4  j^jy. 
than  eou'd  be  wish'd  for  enabling  her  to  go  this  season  to  the  Cape, 
and  the  Porpoise  va  not  yet  arriv'd. 

I  formerly  mentioned  to  your  Grace  that  the  coal  discovered  to  situation  of 
the  southward  was  inaccessable,  being  upon  an  abrupt  dead  coast  J^^  ^^^^' 
where  there  is  no  inlet  to  secure  a  boat  in  ;  but  that  discovered  to 
the  northward  may  be  got  at.  I  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining  that  place  myself,  therefore  cannot  say  in  what 
qoantitys  we  may  be  able  to  procure  it,  and  what  may  be  the  most 
ade  and  eligible  way  of  providing  a  cargo  for  a  ship;  but  the 
experiment  shall  be  tried,  my  Loid,  and  I  will  endeavour  myself 
to  obtain  the  local  knowledge  requisite  for  ascertaining  to  what 
extent  your  Grace's  desire  can  be  carried  into  effect. 

I  will  not  lose  the  present  opportunity  of  mentioning  to  your  Prospecto  of 
Grace  that  there  is  the  strongest  reason  to   believe,  from   the  i^J^*" 
experience  of  the  whalers  now  upon  the  coast,  that  ships  coming 
here  properly  fitted  and  prepared  for  the  variable  weather  we  are 
subject  to  upon  it  will  most  fully  succeed. t  Those  ships  which  have 
kept  the  sea  most,  I  am  of  opinion,  will  in  five  or  six  months 
more  nearly  complete  their  cargos  of  the  true  spermaceti  oil ; 
but  most  of  those  ships  having  come  hither  ill-prepar'd  for  the 
weather  they  are  sometimes  liable  to  here,  but  fitted  only  for  the 
certain  and  serene  weather  they  meet  on  the  coast  of  Peru,  have 
had  frequent  occasion  to  return  to  this  port  for  repairs,  and  not 
having  sufficient  naval  stores  on  board  for  their  own  use  much 
time  has  been  lost.     We  have  been  so  sparingly  supplied  with  DHBcuMy  of 
such  articles,  I  have  had  it  but  little  in  my  power  to  assist  them,  g4***°*^  *' 
and  our  own  boats  and  small  craft  have  been  rendered  useless         ^' 
for  want.     Every  sort  of   woodwork  those  ships  have  re^iuir'd 
they  have  had  abundantly  supplied,  and  such  iron  as  we  cou'd 
afford  them. 

Your  Grace,  I  hope,  will  pardon  me  for  the  observation  I  am  Disai . 
about  to  make.     I  am  aware,  my  Lord,  it  can  have  no  connection  n>«^o« 
with  yoar  Grace's  office  or  department,  yet  I  cannot  resist  the  officers, 
desire  I  have  of  mentioning  it,  for,  my  Lord,  I  feel  as  a  professional 
man  for  the  naval  officers  employed  on  this  distant  service,  where 
they  can   havf^  no  prospect  of  promotion  in  the   line  of  their 
profession,  whilst  by  every  arrival  from  England  they  have  the 
mortification  to  find  hundreds  stepping  over  their  heads,  many  of' 
whom  had  scarsely  left  school  when  some  serving  here  had  obtained 
the  rank  they  now  hold ;  and  to  add  still  more  to  the  distress  of 
their  feelings,  they  observe  ra|nd  promotion  taking  place  amongst 

*  The  Duke  of  Portland's  instructions  relfttire  to  the  exportation  of  coal  in  the  Porpoise 
and  Bollaio  were  oontoined  In  a  separate  letter  of  21st  December.  1796  (ante,  p.  619).  The 
idea  w»  to  tanWi  coal  and  timber  to  the  leetiement  at  the  O^pe  and  raoeiTe  live  stook  in 
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1799      the  military  serving  here,  whose  duty  in  point  of  hardship  or  severity 
4  July,      cannot  be  in  any  way  compared  with  theirs. 
- .   : —  .        By  the  condemnation  of  the  Supply  and  arrival  of  the  Buffalo, 

Lieutenant       -r   r*       -i    ^i  •  •  i.-ri»i  '      .    -r  '        ,         i     Trr-n- 

William        I  find  the  service  requires  that  I  shou  d  appoint  Lieuten  t  Wiihani 
Kent.  Kent,  who  commanded  the  former,  together  with  his  officers  and 

crew,  into  the  Buffalo.  This  officer  having  held  his  present  rank 
eighteen  years,  I  took  an  opportunity  in  my  former  dispatches  to 
the  Admiralty  Board  to  recommend  him  to  the  notice  of  their 
Lordships  on  the  plea  of  his  zeal  and  exertions  in  the  service  of 
from  th*^^  this  colony,  particularly  manifested  in  his  return  from  the  Cape 
Cape.  with  a  cargo  of  live  cattle  when  it  was  expected  there  that  his 

ship  wou'd  founder  on  her  voyage  back,  so  extremely  defective  was 
the  state  of  the  Supply  at  that  time.*  He  arriv'd,  it  was  true,  but 
in  a  most  distressed  condition,  and  his  ship  was  immediately  survey 'd 
and  condemned  as  unfit  to  trust  the  lives  of  the  men  in.  This  officer 
has  now  that  service  to  perform  in  another  ship,  and  I  shall  venture 
again  to  recommend  him  to  the  consideration  of  their  Lordship:^, 
altho'  I  may  probably  be  equally  unsuccessfuU  for  the  want  of  a 
more  powerfull  advocate  upon  the  spot 

I  have,  &C., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

[Enclosure.] 

Promissory-note. 
Ko.  2,065.  Sydney,  22nd  October,  1798. 

A  negotiable  I  prqmisr  to  pay  William  Miller  or  bearer  the  sum  of  fifty-nine 
pounds  five  shillings  sterling  on  account  of  Government,  being  for 
two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  bushels  of  maize. 
£59  5s.  st'g.  James  Williamsox, 

Paid.  Act'g  Commissary. 

Approved,  Jno.  Hunter. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
10  July.         My  Lord  Duke,  10th  July,  1799. 

Soon  after  T  had  completed  my  letters  to  your  Grace 

which  will  be  receiv'd  herewith,  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving 

your  Grace's  despatches  of  the  18th  SeptV  and  3rd  DecV,  1798t 

A  remark-     (in  triplicate),  by  the  ship  Albion,  which  performed  her  voyage 

able  voyagre.  ^^^^  England  to  this  port  in  three  months  and  fifteen  days.* 

*  See  Hunter  to  Nepean,  10th  July,  1707,  ante,  p.  278 ;  and  also  Hunter's  despatch  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  25th  June,  17^7,  ante,  p.  236. 

t  Ante,  pp.  488  and  512. 

X  This  vras  then  the  fastest  passagre  on  record.  CSoUins  thoufrht  the  feat  so  noteworthy 
that  he  Rave  the  dimensions  of  the  veajel,  which  are  interesting  as  descriptive  of  the  ships 
then  in  vogue.  They  were  as  follows  :— fjen^rth  of  keel,  86  feet ;  extreme  breadth,  27^  feet : 
depth  in  hold.  12  feet ;  height  between  decks,  0  feet ;  measured  burden,  362  tons. 
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I  am  highly  gratified  by  your  Grace's  approbation  of  the  measures       1799 
I  had  adopted  for  iinpro\dng  our  civil  police,  and  compelling  a     iq  j^jy, 
proper  attention  to  all  public  regulations ;  your  Grace's  observa-       —i, 
don  relative  to  the  necessity  of  rigid  discipline  and  good  order  in  approval 
the  situation  I  have  the  honour  to  fill  is,  indeed,  my  Lord,  most  ^J^^J!*^' 
strictly  just,  and  I  have  no  doubt  under  your  Grace's  authority 
of  receiving   the  full  countenance  and  support  of  his  Majesty's 
Government  in  my  exertions  to  that  end. 

Permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  inform  your  Grace,  that  in  the  supply  Want  of 
of  stores  receiv'd  by  the  Barwell  and  Buffalo,  cloathing  has  been  ^'^othing. 
intirely  omitted ;  and  your  Grace  will  discover  from  some  of  my 
letters,  forwarded  herewith,  what  shifts  and  difficultys  I  have 
l)een  driven  to  on  that  account.     The  labouring  men  have  been  Labourerg 
working  in  the  field  and  other  places  literally  naked  as  the  natives  JJ}^  ^  ***® 
of  the  country,  and  the  present  inclement  season  has  for  want  of 
the  necessary  cloathing  and  blankets  reduc'd  the  people  to  great 
distress,  and  plac'd  too  many  in  the  hospitals. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  speculations,  traffic,  and  monopolys,  of  ^{*^'* 
which  I  have  complained,  your  Grace  will  allow  me  to  assure  you  prevent 
that  every  means  within  my  power  for  preventing  its  bad  effects  ™ooopoly. 
have  been  most  fully  resorted  to  in  Public  Orders,  copys  of  which 
I  have  regularly  transmitted  to  shew  your  Grace  what  were  my 
objects  from  time  to  time.*    These  may  serve  to  convince  your 
Grace  that  such  complaints  as  I  have  found  occasion  to  make  upon 
those  speculations  and  other  causes  wou'd  have  been  unnecessary   • 
had  such  Orders  been  effectual ;  but  you  will  see,  my  Lord,  that  His  orders 
where  I  must  depend  for  their  due  execution  on  persons  interested      *^ 
in  their  failure,  how  little  is  to  be  expected  from  such  Orders,  t 
Time,  my  Lord,  will  no  doubt  get  the  better  of  those  inconveniences. 
The  common  necessarys  of  life  will  before  long,  I  trust,  become  less 
expensive  than  they  now  are,  and  every  hardworking  and  laborious 
individual  will  receive  his  share  of  those  comforts  which  are  to 
be  obtain'd  in  this  country  by  industry. 

The  articles  which  your  Grace  has  propos'd  shou'd  be  supplied  stores  for 
to  such  persons  as  may  be  off  the  public  store  and  labouring  for  private 
themselves,  and  which  are  to  be  paid  for  in  the  produce  of  their  P«"on»- 

*  Hunter  is  here  replyinjr  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  that  the 
evils  arisini?  from  speculation  and  traffic  on  the  part  of  the  ofllcers  of  the  Government  would 
have  larf^ely,  if  not  entirely,  disappeared  had  Portland's  orders,  to  decrease  the  number  of 
farm  labourers  allowed  to  the  officers,  been  carried  out.— Ante,  p.  490. 

t  Portland  oould  not  understand  the  position  in  which  Hunter  stood.  He  informed  him 
that,  '*  It  is  certainly  in  your  power,  as  well  as  it  is  jour  duty,  to  prohibit  by  the  most 
positive  orders  all  officers  of  Government,  civil  or  military,  from  selling  any  spirituous 
liquors  to  the  convicts  or  settlers."  Hunter  apparently  felt  himself  unequal  to  the  task  of 
insisting  on  the  obedience  of  the  whole  of  the  officers  ;  be  repeatedly  prohibited  in  Public 
Orders  the  unlicensed  vending  of  spirituous  liquors,  the  erection  of  stills,  and  the  practice 
of  paying  for  grain  in  spirits ;  but  his  Orders  were  framed  in  a  general  way,  and  not  directed 
specifically  asrainst  the  officers— In  fact,  he  publicly  expressed  his  approval  (ante,  p.  408)  of 
the  tradiivf  agreement  entered  into  between  the  officers  and  principal  inhabitants  (ante, 
p.  405),  which  approval  was  one  of  the  causes  of  his  recall. — Portland  to  Hunter,  5th 
November,  1799,  post,  p.  734. 
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labour,  I  am  happy,  particularly  so,  to  find  that  I  have  had  the  pre- 
caution to  direct  (notwithstanding  what  your  Grace  had  formerly 
written)  that  the  Commissary  shou'd  charge  an  advance  upon 
the  prime  cost  of  the  different  articles,  by  way  of  defraying  the 
expence  to  the  Crown  in  sending  them  hare.  It  was  my  intention 
to  have  proposed  this  measure,  and  to  have  waited  your  Grace's 
orders  for  that  purpose.  I  am  glad,  however,  that  by  this  last 
dispatch  I  feel  myself  fully  authorised  in  that  particular  agreable 
to  the  orders  which  I  had  previously  given,  except  in  the  amount 
of  the  advance,  which  I  had  established  at  25  per  cent.,  and  at 
which  I  propose  it  shall  stand,  instead  of  10  or  15  as  proposed  by 
your  Grace,  untill  I  receive  farther  orders.  Those  articles  will  be 
cheap  to  the  people  when  compar'd  with  the  heavy  impositioDs 
of  speculators. 

Suffer  me  here,  my  Lord,  to  recur  to  my  letters*  on  the  subject 
of  a  public  store  on  account  of  Government;  and  to  observe, 
that  as  100  per  cent,  is  the  least  demanded  by  those  who  bring 
articles  here  for  sale,  and  from  that  up  to  1,000,  and  aometimes 
more,  that  such  store  I  conceive  by  a  small  profit  from  25  to 
50  pr.  ct.  wou'd  lessen  the  expence  of  maintaining  the  convicts, 
or  were  it  only  made  sufficient  to  defray  the  expence  of  the  civil 
establishm't  it  might  be  thought  an  object,  and  wou'd  certainly 
be  a  public  benefit  here.  Your  Grace  will  pardon  me  for  these 
suggestions. 

I  beg  to  offer  your  Grace  my  best  acknowledgement  for  your 
kind  condescention  in  noticing  my  recommendation  of  the  son  of 
Captain  Johnston.  That  steady  and  active  officer  has  constantly 
aided  me  with  his  utmost  exertions,  and  greatly  relieved  me  from 
that  continual  anxiety  which  the  public  service  here  will  for  some 
time  to  come  occasion  to  him  who  commands  in  chief. 

With  respect  to  the  curing  of  pork  upon  Norfolk  Island,  I  will 
give  it  every  encouragement  in  my  power,  but  I  beg  to  suggest  to 
your  Grace  that  the  packages  in  which  salt  meat  brought  here 
is  in  general  sent  are  so  extremly  feeble  by  the  time  we  empty 
them  that  there  is  scarsely  one  in  one  hundred  fit  for  that  ptarpose 
again.  I  have  directed  that  the  different  kinds  of  timber  be  tried 
in  order  to  discover  if  we  have  any  fit  for  staves  ;  but  hoops  and 
more  salt>pans  must  be  sent  us. 

Upon  the  loss  which  your  Grace  regrets  our  having  suffered  by 
the  dreadful!  fires  we  are  so  subject  to  in  summer,  I  must  observe 
that  I  am  happy  to  find  I  had  long  since  anticipated  your  Grace's 
ideas  upon.  If  it  were  convenient  to  look  into  my  Public  Orders 
sent  .home,  an  Order  to  the  same  effect  as  that  your  Grace  has 
proposed  will  be  seen  to  have  been  issued  on  the  24th  November 
1797,t  since  which  a  few  idle  and  worthless  people  only  have 
suffered  from  a  neglect  of  this  precaution. 

•  Ante,  pp.  210,  344,  390.  f  Ante,  p.  300.    See  also  pp.  219,  491,  614,  ante. 
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I  observe  particularly  what  your  Grace  says  with  respect  to  the      1799 
object  in  sending  Mr.  Park  to  this  countiy.*    Permit  me,  my  Lord,     lo  juiy. 
to  observe  that  altho'  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  interior  of  this  ^^ — 
country  is  much  to  be  desir'd,  the  gentleman  designed  to  explore  it  projected 
wou'd  have  (I  may  venture  to  say  from  my  own  experience)  found  J{^*^ 
difficultys  to  surmount  which  I  fear  his  experience  in  the  interior  Park. 
of  Africa  cou'd  have  given  but  little  acquaintance  with.     The  idea 
suggested  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  as  appears  by  an  extract  of  that 
gentleman's  letter  to  Mr.  King,t  is  in  my  judgement  the  only  prac- 
ticable means  of  gaining  an  early  knowledge  of  this  immense 
country — a  country,  my  Lord,  which  there  is  much  reason  (as  far  as    • 
we  have  yet  carried  our  discoverys)  to  believe  may  afford  many 
usefull  articlea     A  vessel  such  as  Sir  Joseph  mentions  cou'd  be 
built  here;  and  I  wou'd  recommend,  if  such  an  intention  and 
means  of  exploring  the  country  shou'd  be  ditermin'd  on,  that  the 
necessary  naval  stores  for  fitting  her  be  sent  out. 

I  have  ventured  to  write  upon  the  subject  of  exploring  this  Exploration, 
country  by  traveling  into  its  interior,  from  my  own  experience, 
because,  altho'  not  a  young  man,  my  Lord,  none  who  ever  com- 
manded here  has  traveled  so  far  into  it.     And  I  am  of  opinion 
your  Grace  will  be  satisfied  from  my  last  letters  that  a  knowledge 
not  only  of  its  interior,  but  of  its  seacoast,  have  been  considered 
by  me  as  objects  of  consequence.     In  the  interior,  altho'  we  meet 
but  with  few  (and  no  hostile)  natives,  and  with  no  ferocious 
animals  to  annoy  us,  we  are  oblig'd  to  carry  provisions  to  sub- 
sist upon,  which  will  always  occasion  our  journeys  to  be  limited 
within  very  confin'd  excursions  :  but  by  entering  with  a  vessel  the  Probable 
innumerable  appearances  of  harbours  which  were  observed  and  navigable 
carefully  mark'd  by  that  superior  navigator,  Capt.  Cook,  excui>  ^vere. 
sions  cou'd  be  made  from  them,  particularly  where  there  may  be 
extensive  rivers  or  arms  of  the  sea. 

Your  Grace  may  be  assur'd  that  I  do  not  neglect  such  means  as 
may  be  in  my  power  f pr  trying  what  may  [be]  done  to  establish  the 
weaving  of  cloth.    The  specimens  sent  by  this  conveyance,  which,  ^"*^\,^ 
altho'  prepared  under  many  disadvantages,  may  serve  to  shew  * 

what  may  be  expected  as  soon  as  we  may  have  abundance  of  the 
raw  materials  in  our  power,  which,  I  hope,  will  not  be  long.  The 
sheep  thrive  exceedingly,  and  the  specimens  of  woolen  cloth  will 
in  some  degree  shew  the  quality  of  the  fleece ;  the  breed  of  sheep 
which  produc'd  this  wool  is  between  the  Cape  ram  and  Bengal  and  croes- 
ewe.  The  web  of  linnen  is  our  first  essay,  and  is  from  the  wild  ^'^  "^^^^p* 
flax  of  this  country,  which  will  no  doubt  improve  from  cultivation ; 
at  one  end  of  this  web  it  is  cross'd  by  a  throad  spun  from  the  bark 

*  For  some  reason,  now  unknown,  Mungo  Park  did  not  visit  the  colony. 

t  See  Sir  Joseph  Banks's  letter  to  Under  Secretavy  King  of  16th  May,  1796  (ante,  p.  882X 
in  which  he  proposed  to  f  onish  Munpro  Park  with  a  decked  boat  of  about  thirt|>'  tons,  in  the 
hope  of  penetratiuq^  to  the  centre  of  the  Australian  continent  by  means  of  some  navigable 
river,  which  he  was  confident  would  be  discovered. 
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17W      of  a  tree  ;  and  a  web  from  that  bark  is  crossed  at  one  end  with  a 

10  July,     thread  of  wool.     These  specimens,  I  hope,  will  satisfy  your  Grace 

that  much  may  be  done  here  in  that  way  in  due  time. 

Destructive       Every  exertion  is  now  making  to  recover  the  misfortunes  sus- 

■**^"'*'         tain'd  in  some  of  our  public  buildings  by  the  late  tempestuous 

weather,  and  I  look  forward  with  hope  that  we  shaU  have  sor- 

mounted  most  of  them  by  the  end  of  this  year.     The  prison  I  had 

proposed  will  be  large  and  substantial,  built  of  stone,  of  which 

we  have  abundance  fit  for  such  use.     But  finding  that  it  woa'd 

create  much  expence,  as  well  as  much  time,  I  called  a  meeting  of 

the  officers,  chief  inhabitants,  and  landholders,  and  deliver'd  my 

sentiments  upon  our  late  accidents,  as  in  the  inclosed  paper,  with 

A  new  gaol,  which  desire  on  my  part  they  readily  complied,  and  that  goal  is 

now  erecting  at  their  expence,  except  in  such  iron  as  may  be 

necessary,  which  will  be  supplied  from  his  Majesty's  store. 

I  have,  &C., 

Jno.  Hunteb. 
[Enclosure.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Settlers. 

Gentlemen, 

The  effects  The  Unfortunate  accidents  and  public  losses  which  have 

of  June,^""  been  occasioned  by  the  late  tempestuous  weather  have  been  such 

17W.  as  to  render  it  necessary  on  my  part  to  pursue  some  decided  step, 

not  only  for  the  more  effectually  and  expiditiously  recovering,  as 

far  as  it  may  be  possible,  the  time  which  has  been  lost  by  these 

misfortunes,  but  for  the  purpose  also  of   relieving  Government 

from  the  expences  attending  the  erecting  such  public  buildings  as 

are  generally  raised  in  the  mother  country  at  the  expence  of  the 

inhabitants  of  the  respective  countys  in  which  they  are  found 

Hunter  In-    requisite.     It  is  scarsely  necessary,  gentlemen,  to  t«ll  you  that 

of  the  In-      wherever  the  labouring  servants  of  the  Crown  have  been  found 

habitanta      sufficient  for  carrying  on  the  public  works  which  have  been  from 

time  to  time  seen  wanting,  I  have  uniformly  avoided  calling  in  the 

aid  of  the  inhabitants,  or  in  any  way  creating  an  expence  which 

might  be  seriously  felt  by  them.    But  that  such  buildings  as  goals 

or  public  prisons  are  indispensibly  necessary  in  this  colony,  I 

believe  that  none  of  its  more  industrious  inhabitants  will  deny ; 

and  that  a  substantial  and  permanent  one  is  particularly  requisite 

in  the  town  of  Sydney,  in  which  all  our  criminal  trials  take  place, 

is,  I  believe,  equally  evident. 

in  building        It  will  therefore  be  wholly  unnecessary  in  me  to  dwell  upon 

the  gaol.       ^Yie  expediency  of  some  prompt  or  immediate  step  being  pursued 

for  the  purpose  of  finishing  offhand  the  goal,  which  is  now  in  a 

certain  degree  of  forwardness,  and  without  which  the  magistrates 

and  others  employed  under  their  authority  in  preserving  the  peace 

and  the  good  order  of  the  settlement  must  continue  to  experience 

much  trouble  and  fatigue. 
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I  have  therefore  called  jou  together,  gentlemen,  to  teke  your      1799 
opinion  upon  the  fairest  and  most  effectual  means,  as  well  as  the     lo  juiy. 
most  expiditious  manner  of  having  that  building  completed. 

You  will  no  doubt  have  discovered  that  the  very  few  artificers  paucity  of 
and  labourers  whoso  work  is  the  property  of  the  Crown,  and  who  2?ifl™ra **"*^ 
can  be  spar'd  fix>m  the  public  concerns  carrying  on  in  other  parts 
of  the  colony,  are  very  unequal  to  the  various  and  highly  essential 
works  at  present  in  hand,  and  which  every  officer  wishing  well  to 
the  public  service,  I  am  convinced,  must  long  have  regretted  the 
want  of  ;  such  works,  I  did  hope,  wou'd  by  the  end  of  the  present 
year  have  been  nearly  finished,  but  tlie  misfortunes  which  have 
occasion'd  my  calling  you  together  this  day  will  retard  the  com- 
pletion of  such  of  those  buildings  as  I  have  been  most  particularly 
anxious  about 

I  have  now  only  to  observe  that  I  conceive  every  person  pos-  Reaaona  for 
sessing  landed  property  in  this  colony,  either  by  lease  or  by  grant,  ShaSftanto 
as  well  as  all  such  persons  as  may  be  engaged  in  any  mercantile  to^^^d 
concern,  of  whatever  nature  it  may  be,  will  consider  the  safety 
and  security  of  their  property,  on  which  will  very  much  depend 
their  domestic  comfort,  as  very  precarious  without  the  building  I 
have  mentioned,  and  that  of  the  most  secure  kind.    It  is  but  fair, 
therefore,  that  the  expence  of  such  building  be  defray'd  by  them. 

If  it  should  be  objected  by  any  gentleman  present  (a  circum-  ^^Y^^^ 
stance  which  I  can  scarsely  allow  myself  to  suppose)  that  as  all 
buildings  of  this  nature  which  were  found  requisite  in  this  settle- 
ment heretofore  had  been  erected  at  the  expence  of  the  Crown 
it  shou'd  continue  to  be  so  now,  to  such  an  opinion  it  will  only 
be  necessary  to  reply  that  in  the  early  days  of  this  settlement  there 
was  scarsely  any  property  but  what  belonged  to  Government,  and 
that  such  argument  cannot  now  apply,  because  the  private  property 
in  this  settlement  is  now  become  very  considerable. 

If  you,  gentlemen,  shou'd  be  of  opinion  that  the  idea  I  have 
submitted  to  your  consideration  should,  for  the  general  good,  be 
adopted  without  delay,  it  will  then  be  proper  you  should  consult 
upon  the  best  means  of  making  the  assessment  for  carrying  into 
immediate  effect.  And  as  it  will  not  only  facilitate  but  consider-  Hunter's 
ably  hasten  the  completion  of  the  building  in  question,  I  would  daUona. 
recommend  that  a  certain  number  of  those  officers  who  may  have 
least  public  duty  on  their  hands  be  chosen,  to  whom  power  should 
be  given  enabling  them  to  enter  into  contract  or  agreement  with 
any  person  or  persons  who  may  be  disposed  to  undertake  the  work. 

Such  iron,  lead,  and  timber  as  may  be  requir'd  for  carrying  out 
the  'work  will  be  supplied  at  the  expence  of  Government.* 

J.H. 

^The  prindpal  inhabitants  and  officers  readily  aurned  to  this  proposal  of  Governor 
Hunter.  But  barely  a  month  had  elapsed  before  Hunter,  finding  the  woric  prosresslng 
Ntmly,  directed  that  five  men  and  a  watchman  should  be  told  off  each  day  by  each  of  the 
four  divisions  of  Sydney  (King,  Nepcan,  Banks,  and  Ma8kel3'ne;  and  by  the  outlying  district 
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1790        The  Tbanspobt  Commissiokbbb  to  Under  Sbcrbtabt  Eihg. 
23  July.         Sir,  Transport  Office,  23Td  Jnly,  1799. 

In  addition  to  our  letter  to  yon  of  the  18th  of  Janwur 
last,  inclosing  the  copy  of  one  from  Mr.  James  Duncan,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  detention  of  the  ship  Minerva  at  Cork  (ever  since 
the  month  of  August  last),  hired  by  this  Board  to  convey  ODnvicts 
from  thence  to  New  South  Wales,  we  beg  to  inclose  to  you,  for 
the  information  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  copy  of  a 
letter  which  has  been  transmitted  to  us  by  Mr.  Duncan,  from  Mr. 
Chamock,  the  owner,  and  to  observe  that,  besides  the  hardafaips 
th^J^er?'  which  he  represents  to  be  sustaining,  the  expence  to  Government 
is  more  than  five  thousand  pounds  p.  annum. 

We  are,  <fec., 

Rup't  Gbobge. 
Ambrose  Skhle. 
Ik.  Hunt. 
[Endoeure.] 
Mr.  Robert  Charnock  to  Mr.  Jambs  Duncan. 
Sir,  Finsbury  Square,  16th  July,  1799. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Salkeld,  commander 
of  the  Minerva,  dated  Cork  harbour,  the  30th  ult'o,  advising  me 
that  he  was  still  detained  there  without  the  least  prospect  of  a 
time  being  fixed  for  his  departure  for  New  South  Wales.  It  is  need- 
less for  me  to  tell  you  the  hardships  I  am,  and  have  been,  suffering 
from  the  long  detention  of  that  ship,  which,  one  way  and  another, 
now  exceeds  fourteen  months,  since  she  ought  to  have  been 
dispatched,  by  which  detention  she  has  now  lost  two  seasons  in 
which  she  ought  to  have  been  loaded  from  India  home,  and  instead 
of  her  finishing  her  voyage  in  sixteen  or  eighteen  months  it  will 
now  exceed  three  years,  as  it  is  impossible  that  she  can  arrive  in 
India  so  as  to  be  loaded  there  to  proceed  for  Europe  before  the 
months  of  October  and  November,  1800 ;  and  to  say  the  best  of 
the  voyage,  it  will  be  attended  with  a  heavy  loss  to  me,  who  am 
sole  owner  of  the  ship,  which  to  her  first  cost  and  outfit  I  hare 
been  adding  an  immence  expence  for  wages  and  victualling  the 
crew  from  the  time  she  left  Deptford  till  now.  Under  all  the 
hardships  of  the  case,  I  trust  that  you  will  oblige  me  and  state 
my  situation  to  the  Hon'ble  Commissioners  of  the  Transport 
Board,  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  matter  into  their 
consideration,  and  pay  you  the  demurrage  due  to  me  for  the 
detention  of  said  ship,  or  that  they  will  make  you  such  further 

known  as  the  Brickfieldi,  to  labour  at  the  eieotLoB  of  the  kboI  until  it  should  be  eompletad. 
In  January,  1800,  being:  still  dissatisfied  with  the  progrnws  made.  Hunter  directed  that  a 
levy  or  toll  of  sixpence  should  be  collected  for  this  purpose  on  each  bushel  of  wheat  ddiTered 
by  settlers  at  the  public  store.  Governor  King  r^orted  in  August,  1801,  that  the  gaol  hid 
been  completed,  and  that  the  cost  was  £3,954.  The  gaol  was  situated  at  what  is  now  tbs 
northern  comer  of  George  and  Eamx  streets.  CkiUine  described  it  as  "  haadsone  and  eoo- 
modious,"  with  separate  apartments  for  debtors  and  rix  strong  and  secure  cells  for  ooa- 
demned  felons.    See  also  ante,  p.  678  (note> 
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advKkee  ae  they,  in  their  jiutice,  may  think  reaaonaUe,  and  such  as      1799 
I  onght  to  reoeiye  under  all  circumstances  of  the  case  in  question.     03  juiy. 
I  woald  not  have  troubled  you  to  make  this  application  to  the 
Board  did  I  fbrsee  any  reasonable  period  when  the   Minerva  No  prospect 
wodd  be  dispatched.*  I  am,  &c.,  **'  ^"^^^ 

Robert  Charnock. 


Mr.  a.  C.  Seymour  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Honorable  Sir,  Calcutta,  24th  July,  1799.         24  July, 

Encouraged  by   your  Excellency's   general  character,   a  Hunter's 
stranger  presumes  to  address  you  on  a  subject  most  interesting  reparation 
to  himself,  and  which  cannot  fail  of  engaging  some  i)ortion  of 
your  attention,  if  the  account  of  your  goodness  and  ardent  wishes 
for  the  welfare  of  the  colony  under  your  Government  are  as  well 
founded  as  I  have  no  doubt  they  are. 

I  beg  leave,  sir,  to  state  that  there  are  many  families  here  sitatttion  of 
who,  with  some  little  variation  of  circumstances,  find  the  result  of  '^^^  ^" 
their  affairs  in  a  similar  state — two  particularly,  who,  being  in 
habits  of  friendship  with  me,  have  adopted  the  same  views.     To 
detail  the  particulars  of  their  situation  would  be  a  mere  reca- 
pitulation of  my  own.      On  their  part  and  my  own,  therefore,  I 
presume  to  state  to  your  Excellency  that,  having  from  perusal  of 
Captain  Collinses  account  of  Port  Jackson,  and  ft:om  our  ideas  of 
the  general  principles  of  colonization,  formed  the  opinion  that  the 
acquisition  of  respectable  settlers  in  such  a  colony  as  youi-s  would  o/^^lera" 
be  an  object  worthy  of  your  attention,  we  respectfully  hope  you 
will  excuse  our  suggesting  the  means  that  would  enable  us  to 
become  settlers  under  you.     I  have  before  stated  that  the  expence 
of  conveyance  is  the  only  obstacle.     Your  Excellency  cannot  be 
unacquainted  with  the  excessive  rate  charged  by  Indian  traders 
for  passages  and  freight ;  the  latter  particularly  would  be  scarcely  ^^***  ^ 
procurable,  such  is  the  jealousy  of  trading  adventurers  of  inter-  ^  "*^' 
ference  in  their  trade  to  a  place  where  they  expect  such  enormous 
profits.     These  expences  would  sink  our  little  property,  and  leave 
ns  to  struggle  with  difficulty  and  distress ;  and,  of  course,  instead 
of  being  beneficial  to  the  colony,  we  should  become  a  buixlen  to  it. 
Were  this  obstacle  removed,  we  could  each  of  us  carry  sufficient 
to  form  comfortable  establishments  without  farther  aid  than  what 
is  usually  afforded  by  the  liberality  of  your  Government     We 
therefore,  with  all  due  deference,  submit  to  your  Excellency  the  ^  ^^^ 
practicability  of  our  being  provided  with  passages  at  the  expence 
of  Government.     "We  know  this  encouragement  was  afforded  by 
Government  at  home  to  the  private  settlers  who  went  out  from 
England.     It   is   true  that  the  intercourse   between  India  and 

*  The  Minerva  tailed  from  Cork  with  Irish  convicts  on  the  24th  Augnat,  1709,  and  arrived 
at  Sydney  on  the  11th  Januar}%  1800.  An  account  of  her  voya^  will  be  found  in  the 
"  Memoirs  of  Joseph  Holt,"  vol.  iL 
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1799  Fort  Jackson,  being  less  frequent,  would  render  this  less  practic- 
24  July,  ftble;  but  we  trust  that  as  you  have  had  sometimes  occasion  to 
require  supplies  from  hence,  the  additional  motive  of  procuring 
settlers  would  be  sufficient  to  induce  you  to  do  so  again  in 
preference  to  sending  to  other  Indian  ports ;  in  which  event,  if 
a  public  or  private  freighted  ship  should  be  employed,  we  might 
be  provided  with  a  passage  at  little  or  no  expence  to  Government. 
I  have  hitherto  confined  the  subject  to  myself  and  friends;  but  in 
the  event  of  the  proposal  being  thought  by  you  worthy  of  attention, 
I  am  confident  there  are  numbers  who  would  gladly  embrace  the 
same  opportunity,  if  acquainted  with  it  in  time. 

That  your  Excellency  may  have  the  subject  fully  before  you,  I 
beg  leave  to  enclose  a  memorandum  of  what  we  deem  necessary 
for  us.  With  respect  to  our  characters  or  conduct,  we  are  con- 
fident they  cannot  suffer  by  any  enquiries  you  may  deem  necessary 
to  make. 

One  point  further  may  be  thought  worthy  of  your  consideration. 
I  am  officially  acquainted  with  the  commission  Dr.  Beyer  is  charged 
with  of  communicating  to  your  Excellency  the  wishes  of  this  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject  of  transporting  Bengal  convicts,  and  I  b^ 
leave  to  submit  whether,  in  the  event  of  such  a  measure  being 
approved  by  you,  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  you  and  advantageous 
to  the  colony  to  have  persons  there  who  wei'e  acquainted  with  the 
language,  customs,  and  dispositions  of  the  natives  of  Bengal  ?  At 
all  events,  I  should  beg  to  be  favoured  with  your  Excellency's 
sentiments  on  the  propriety  of  our  taking  a  few  Bengal  convicts 
with  us,  if  allowed  by  this  Government. 
The  writer's  T  hope  your  Excellency  will  have  the  goodness  to  excuse  this 
object  address,  and  to  deem  it,  what  it  really  is,  an  earnest  endeavour  to 
procure,  what  every  man  who  is  a  husband  and  a  father  must 
consider  the  first  object  of  his  regard,  an  honest,  however  hardly 
eai*ned,  establishment  for  his  children. 

I  have,  itc., 

A.  C.  Seymour. 

P.S. — Should  I  be  honoui'ed,  through  any  of  your  officers,  witli 
the  communication  of  youi;  Excellency's  sentiments  on  this  subject, 
I  request  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  order  it  to  be  directed 
Hte  addreee.  to  —  A.  C.  Seymour,  Register  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  to 
Government  in  the  Judicial  and  Revenue  Department,  Fort 
William. 

[Enclosure.] 

Conditions  op  Settlement.* 

Memorandum  of  what  we  deem  necessary  to  enable  us  to  become 
settlers  at  Port  Jackson. 

A  free  First — To  ]je  conveyed  to  Port  Jackson  at  the  expence  of 

JJS^ '°'    Government  in  any  manner  your  Excellency  may  think  ad\'isable, 

*  See  also  ante,  pp.  358  and  411. 
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and  to  be  allowed  proper  accommodations  on  shipboard  for  our-       1799 
selves  and  families,  with  the  usual  allowance  of  ship's  provisions     24  July. 
(luring  the  passage. 

Second. — Deeming  the  importation  of  cattle,  whether  by  indi-  with  live 
vidual  settlers  or  otherwise,  to  be  a  public  benefit  to  the  colony,  we  ■**^*' 
hope  to  be  allowed  to  carry  with  us  a  limited  number  of  cattle, 
with  their  provender,  freight  free.  We  particularly  hope  for  indul- 
gence in  this,  as  it  will  prevent  Government  incurring  the  expence 
of  supplying  us  with  breeding  stock,  as  we  observe  has  been  done 
for  other  settlers. 

Third. — As  our  little  property  will  be  invested  in  necessaries  for  and 
ourselves  and  families,  we  hope  to  be  allowed  tonnage,  not  exceeding  ™****^ 
ten  tons  each,  freight  free. 

Fourth. — ^To  be  allowed,  on  our  arrival  at  Port  Jackson,  accom-  ftm 
modation  for  the  temporary  residence  of  ourselves  and  families,  free  '«•*<*««>«• 
of  charge,  until  houses  may  be  erected  wherever  we  may  settle. 

Fi/ih. — To  be  allowed  grants  of  land  in  such  situation  as  we  Grants  of 
may  chuse,  not  already  granted  to  others  or  required  for  public  ^*°^ 
uses,  and  on  the  same  teims  allowed  to  settlers  from  the  marine 
corps  or  any  other  settlers. 

Sixth. — To  be  allowed  two  hundred  acres  for  each  man,  one  Area  of 
hundred  for  each  woman,  and  fifty  for  each  child,  with  an  engage-  8^™**** 
ment  that  more  will  be  granted  whenever  we  can  stock  or  cultivate 
a  larger  quantity. 

Seventh — To  be  allowed  such  assistance  from  Government  with  ^^*»er 
respect  to  the  building  of  houses,  labor  of  convicts,  implements  of  aids. 
husbandry,  seed,  and  rations  from  the  stores,  as  have  been  allowed 
to  the  military  officers  or  private  settlers. 

Eighth. — That  we  may  be  allowed  to  import  a  quantity  of  Bengal  Right  to 
rum,  under  such  restrictions  as  your  Excellency  may  prescribe,  SJ£^ 
not  doubting  but  that,  as  we  pledge  ourselves  under  penalty  of 
forfeiting  your  favor  not  to  dispose  of  a  drop  clandestinely,  you 
will  make  us  a  liberal  allowance  of  an  article  which  we  can  never 
again  procure  an  opportunity  of  being  supplied  with  on  the  same 
terms. 

We  have  been  thus  particular  through  real  anxiety  lest  any  ReoMns  for 
point  misunderstood  might  disappoint  our  wishes,  and  not  through  £5^?^" 
an  idea  of  heightening  our  own  importance  with  you.  Should  any 
of  the  above,  however,  be  deemed  inadmissible  in  their  present 
form,  we  respectfully  hope  to  be  informed  under  what  modification 
your  Excellency  may  deem  yourself  authorized  to  grant  them, 
making  no  doubt  but  that  you  will  afford  us  every  assistance  and 
indulgence  in  your  power.  ^  ^  Marshall. 

G.  M.  LOWDER. 

A.  C.  Seymour. 
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landed  in 
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GOVKBKOB  HUNTBK  TO  ThB  DvKE  OF  PoBTLAKSt. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord  Duke,  27th  July,  1799. 

The  Albion,  south  whaler,  anchor'd  here  on  the  29th  of 
June,  and  delivered  nine  hundred  tuns  of  salt  pork,  and  the  Hils- 
borough,  transport,  arrived  yesterday,  in  which  had  been  embfiurk'd 
three  hundred  convicts,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  such  had  been 
the  mortality  on  board  that  ship  two  hund'd  and  five  only  were 
landed  here,  and  of  that  number  six  are  since  dead;  most  of  them 
must  for  a  time  be  placed  in  the  hospitals. 

Here  again,  my  Lord,  I  am  compelled,  much  against  my  inclina- 
tion, to  recur  to  my  former  representations  of  the  want  of  cloathing 
and  blankets. 

These  people  have  been  put  on  board  this  ship  with  a  miserable 
matrass  and  one  blanket,  and  the  cloaths  only  in  which  they 
embark'd,  not  a  supply  of  any  kind  to  land  them  here  in,  and  those 
wome  on  board  the  ship  are  not  fit  to  be  taken  on  shore;  yet, 
ragged  as  they  are,  I  cannot  suffer  even  ihoee  things  which  are 
liable  to  carry  infection  to  be  destroyed,  because  I  have  nothing  to 
supply  in  lieu,  the  whole  colony  being  naked.  I  will  direct  every 
means  to  be  us'd  for  preventing  the  goal  fever  (whidi  I  understand 
to  be  the  principal  malady)  &om  being  introduced  into  our  hos- 
pitals. Permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  solicite  most  earnestly  that  your 
Grace  may  issue  such  directions  on  the  subject  of  cloathing  for 
the  people  in  this  colony  as  may  serve  to  furnish  us  with  an  early 
supply. 

Your  Grace  may  be  assured  that  since  the  arrival  of  the  Sylph* 
near  three  years  ago  no  general  supply  of  slop  cloathing  and 
bedding  has  been  received  here,  aitho'  by  your  Grace's  letters  I 
have  had  reason  to  expect  some  supplys  in  several  different  ships 
which  have  been  here,  but  no  supplys  of  that  nature  had  been 
put  on  board  except  in  one  or  two  instances,  in  which  enough  to 
new  cloath  the  convicts  brought  in  the  particular  ship  before  they 
were  landed  were  sent ;  those  in  the  countiy  have  remained 
destitute.  It  has  been  particularly  fortunate  that  some  time 
past  I  had  put  a  stop  to  the  original  plan  established  here  on  the 
subject  of  slop  cloathing,  viz.,  that  they  be  issued  regularly  at 
stated  periods.  Had  I  followed  strictly  that  regulation  we  should 
not  have  been  so  long  able  to  supply  the  wants  of  real  objects — 
to  those  only  have  all  our  late  issues  of  such  necessarys  been  con- 
fined, and  the  savings  made  from  this  precaution  are  now  wholly 
exhausted. 

The  sick  will  require  to  be  fed  wholly  on  fresh  provision  for 
some  little  time,  which  I  am  happy  to  say  I  can  afford  them. 

I  have  judged  it  necessary  for  the  advancement  of  his  Majesty's 
service  in  the  concerns  of  this  colony  to  appoint  into  the  ship 

•  The  Bylph  arrived  at  Sydney  17th  November,  179ft. 
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Buffalo  the  officers  and  crew  of  his  Majesty's  condemned  ship  the      1790 
Supply,  and  to  send  her  this  season  to  the  Cape  Good  Hope  for     27  July. 
another  cargo  o£  Hire  cattle,  hut  the  other  ship  designed  for  this  «|^2[j£ 
service  (the  Porpoise)  is  not  yet  arriv'd  from  England ;  she  will  to  be  tent 
most  probably  be  too  late  for  the  present  season.     The  Bafialo,  I  f^j^^Sj?*® 
propose,  shall  sail  early  from  hence,  in  order  that  her  return  may 
be  practicable  within  the  summer  months,  for  greater  certainty  in 
preserving  the  cattle  she  may  take  on  board  at  the  Cape,  and  she 
will  bear  these  dispatches  thither. 

I  have,  <kc,. 
Jxo.  Hunter. 

GrOVERNOR   H03«TER  TO  XJlTOER  SECRETARY   KiNG. 

Dear  Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  28th  July,  1799.         28  July. 

The  Hilsborough,  transport,  being  justarriv'd  in  this  port  Condition  of 
with  a  cargo  of  the  most  miserable  and  wretched  convicts  I  have  h^ded^from 
ever  beheld,  I  am  constrained  to  recur  to  my  many  official  letters  tbe  mus- 
on  the  subject  of  slop  cloathing  and  blankets.     Were  you,  my  dear     ^^ 
sir,  in  the  situation  in  which  I  stand,  I  am  convinced  all  the 
feelings  of  humanity,  every  sensation  which  can  occasion  a  pang 
for  the  distresses  of  a  fellow-creature,  would  be  seen  to  operate  in 
you  with  full  force. 

Figure  to  yourself  a  ship  having  out  of  three  hundred  people  Mortality 
embark'd  in  England,  and  having  stopped  for  their  refreshment  ^v^S^on 
several  weeks  at  the  Cape  Good  Hope,  yet  hav'g  upon  her  voyage  g^ 
buried  of  tlie  above  number  ninety-five,  and  four  since  landing ;     ^^  ' 
those  who  still  survive  are  in  the  most  sickly  and  wretched  state, 
put  on  board  the  ship  in  England  with  the  cloaths  only  in  which 
they  stood,  consequently  arrived  here  naked,  where  cloathing  is 
not  to  be  found.     Nor  is  it  possible,  my  dear  sir,  when  you  look 
back  to  our  last  general  supply,  which  was  by  the  Sylph  near  three  No  clothing 
years  ago,  and  very  moderate  in  point  of  quantity,  that  you  can  Jcarel"* 
wonder  we  should  at  this  time  be  without.     The  most  scrupulous 
oeconomy  has  been  us'd   in  the    management   of   that  supply, 
otherwise  long  ago  all  work  during  the  winter  months  must 
have  ceas'd. 

Originally  in  this  colony  there  were  stated  periods  for  issuing  cessation  of 
s]op  cloathing,  but  our  supplys  since  my  command  wou'd  not  JJgHf^ 
admit  of  that  necessaiy  regulation ;  none  have  been  serv'd  but  to 
such  as  were  in  the  greatest  distress  for  want. 

Let  me  conjure  you  to  use  every  means  in  your  power  to  have 
us  supplied  in  some  way  or  other  without  loss  of  time,  that  I  may 
no  longer  have  occasion  to  give  trouble  to  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
for  be  assur'd  it  is  with  the  utmost  reluctance  that  I  give  his 
Grace  so  muck  I  am,  i&a, 

Jko.  Huntbb. 


ro2 
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23  July. 

A  Bar^eoD's 
wife  and 
family. 


P.S. — Mr.  Mason,  who  is  now  surgLon  of  the  Buffiilo,  and  who 
is  BO  attached  to  this  country  that  he  proposes  to  continue  in  it 
if  he  can  have  the  favor  of  a  passage  hither  for  his  wife  and 
three  children,  should  she  apply  to  you,  it  will  be  doing  a  kind- 
ness to  a  deserving  man,  and  no  doubt  a  service  to  the  colony,  if 
you  will  have  the  goodness  to  order  a  passage  for  her  in  any  ship 
coming  here.  


15  Aug. 

The  Reliance 
and  Supply. 


The  Buffalo 

and 

Porpoise. 


Arrival  of 
the  Buffalo. 


Return  of 

the 

Relmnce. 


Hunter  to 
command 
the 
Bttffala 


Governor  Hunter  to  Secretary  Nepean. 

Sydnev,  New  South  Wales, 

Sir,  "  15th  August,  1799. 

Having  received  information  by  dispatches  from  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Portland  of  6th  February,  1798,  that  two  ships  were 
purchased  for  the  purpose  of  replacing  his  Majesty's  ships  the 
Reliance  and  Supply  on  the  service  of  this  colony — ^the  first  of 
which  Ijeing  too  weak  and  infirm  to  be  longer  employed  here, 
and  the  latter  being  completely  condemned  as  a  mass  of  rotten 
timber ;  and  having  also  learnt  by  letter  from  the  Commissioners 
of  his  Majesty's  navy  that  the  Buffalo  and  Porpoise  were  fitting 
for  this  service,  and  desiring  that  I  may  furnish  by  the  early  est 
and  cheapest  conveyance  a  passage  to  England  for  the  officers  and 
men  who  might  navigate  them  hither : 

The  Buffalo  having  arriv'd  in  this  port  on  the  3rd  of  May  last, 
I  take  the  first  opportunity  of  requesting  you  will  be  pleased  to 
inform  their  Lordships  thereof,  and  also  to  mention  that  I  have 
found  it  necessary,  for  the  advancement  of  his  Majesty's  service  in 
the  concerns  of  this  settlement,  to  remove  into  the  Buffalo  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Supply  (who  have  been  ever  since  the 
condemnation  of  that  ship  employed  in  various  ways  upon  the 
service  of  the  colony),  and  to  fit  her  with  all  possible  dispatch  for 
a  voyage  to  the  Cape  Good  Hope  this  season.  The  Porpoise  not 
being  yet  arriv'd,  I  fear  she  will  be  too  late  to  be  prepared  in 
time  for  the  same  service. 

After  having  understood  that  their  Lordships  had  order'd  the 
above  ships  for  this  service,  and  altho'  I  had  no  information  from 
the  Admiralty  respecting  them,  I  yet  conceiv'd  that  as  two  ships 
only  were  designed  to  be  employed  here,  and  as  I  had  given  the 
Reliance  such  repairs  as  would  enable  her  with  safety  to  return 
home,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  direct  Captain  Waterhouse,  her  second 
commander,  to  be  prepared  to  proceed  this  season  roimd  Cape  Horn 
on  his  return  to  England. 

The  Buffalo  being  the  superior  of  the  two  ships  designed  to  be 
employed  here,  I  can  have  no  doubt  of  its  being  the  intention  of 
their  Lordships  that  she  shou'd  be  upon  the  same  establishment 
as  the  Reliance  has  been,  and  that  the  chief  command  of  that 
ship  is  intended  for  me,  in  order  to  my  continuing  to  hold  the 
authority  of  senior  officer  of  his  Majesty's  ships  employed  on  the 
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service  of  this  colony.     The  return  of  the  Reliance  will  leave       1799 
room  for  a  second  commander  to  the  Buffalo,  which  I  earnestly     ^5  xug. 
hope  their  Lordships  will  condescend  to  permit  my  filling  up  with 
Lieut.  William  Kent,  late  commanding  the  Supply,  and  senior  Kent  to  be 
lieut  upon  this  service,  an  officer  respecting  whose  merits,  long  ^JJ,^nj 
services,  and  zeal  for  the  concerns  of  this  settlement,  I  took  the 
liberty  of  mentioning  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  18th  August, 
1797,  in  order  to  its  being  laid  before  their  Lordships. 

I  confess,  sir,  that  altho'  from  the  immense  distance  of  this  a  question 
remote  colony  from  Europe  there  may  be  but  little  probability  of  Sence^^ 
any  naval  officer  airiviug  here  of  senior  standing  upon  the  list  to 
me,  yet  I  beg  you  will  do  me  the  favor  to  express  my  concern  to 
their  Lordships  that  any  difficulty  shou'd  have  been  found  when 
I  had  the  honor  of  being  nam'd  by  his  Majesty  for  this  com- 
mand in  altering  the  establishment  of  the  Reliance.  I  was  thro^ 
that  difficulty  oblig'd  to  submit  to  a  temporary  reduction  of  my 
naval  rank,  and  to  receive  my  naval  Commission  as  first  com- 
mander of  that  ship.  I,  however,  trust  that  their  Lordships  will 
see  that  by  allowing  my  proper  rank  to  take  place  in  the  Buffalo 
it  need  not  occasion  a  change  in  that  of  any  other  officer,  the 
second  in  command  being  still  a  commander,  nor  will  it  be  any 
material  increase  of  expence  to  the  service.  It  might  be  attended 
with  this  advantage — that  it  would  effectually  prevent  any  inter- 
ference with  my  naval  authority  shou'd  a  junior  post-captain  ever 
enter  this  port. 

Their  Lordships  will,  I  trust,  pardon  me  for  taking  the  liberty  to  Slow  promo- 
observe  how  extrem'ly  melancholy  and  discoux'aging  this  situation  offlcera."*^** 
must  be  to  the  naval  officers  employed  here,  who  may  have  the  mis- 
fortune to  continue  to  serve  for  so  great  a  length  of  time  in  this 
country  without  that  chance  of  advancement  which  an  employ- 
ment nearer  home  might  offer.  I  cannot  help  feeling,  as  a  pro- 
fessional man,  for  those  naval  officers  serving  under  my  orders. 
They  frequently  learn  of  promotions  amongst  their  acquaintances 
at  home  who  were,  many  of  them,  not  in  the  service  when  some 
of  those  serving  here  were  capable  of  taking  charge  of  a  ship, 
and  the  additional  mortification  of  observing  rapid  promotions 
amongst  the  military  serving  in  this  country,  whose  duty  in  point 
of  severity  cannot  be  compared  with  the  sea  officer. 

I  shall  continue  to  hope  that,  altho'  serving  at  so  great  a  distance,  super- 
their  Lordships  will  consider  them  not  the  less  meritorious.  Before  J*" ^JIT^^®^ 
Lieut.  Kent  shall  sail  from  hence  I  shall  direct  him  to  take  on  capc. 
board  the  Buffalo  a  certain  number  of  supemumerarys  of  a  descrip- 
tion which  may  be  found  of  use  to  his  Majesty's  ships  at  the  Cape. 
This  measure  I  hope  their  Lordships  will  approve,  as  I  can  have 
no  object  in  view  but  the  forwarding  to  the  utmost  of  my  power 
his  Majesty's  service.  I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 
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1799  P.S. — I  transmit  bj  this  oonveyanee  a  copy  of  the  rough  surm 

15  Aug.  which  I  have  had  made  of  the  strait  which  I  in  a  former  letter 
had  occasion  to  say  I  belieVd  to  exist  between  Yan  Dieman's  Land 
and  the  southern  promontarj  of  this  country.  Lt.  Tlind^s  and 
Mr.  G^rge  Bass,  late  surgeon  of  the  Reliance,  were  the  officers  I 
employed  upon  this  service,  and  they  completely  circimnavigKted 
Van  Dieman's  Land,  formerly  consider'd  a  part  of  this  oofontiy. 


LxEUTEKANT-Gk>VERNOR  KiNG  TO   Sut  JoflEPH   BaMSSB. 

(Banks  Papers.) 
22  Aug.         Sir,  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight,  22nd  August,  1799. 

King's;  From  the  great  expence  I  have  been  at  for  the  last  fourteen 

anS^kms.    ™o^*^8  (not  a  day  of  which  time  I  could  ensure  my  stay  in  Eng- 
land for  a  fortnight),  and  the  great  losses  I  have  sustained  in  my 
things  being  nearly  all  spoiled  by  the  damp  of  the  ship,  I  have, 
among  other  Bacrifices,  been  obliged  to  take  my  son  with  me,  who 
hS'ddSrt  **'  ^  ^^^  intend  to  have  left  in  England  for  his  education,  which 
Hon.  must  now  be  supplied  by  as  good  a  one  as  I  can  procure  for  him 

where  I  am  going  to.     Being  sensible  of  your  kind  inclination  to 
assist  me  as  much  as  lies  in  your  power,  of  which  I  have  had  many 
proofs,  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  a  favor  of  you,  which  I 
am  already  convinced  of  your  acquiescence  in  if  it  can  be  pradic' 
The  naval     able.     Perhaps  I  need  not  inform  you,  sir,  that  there  is  a  naval 
^rtSawith.  academy  in  Portsmouth  Dockyard  for  the  education  of  such  youth 
as  the  Admiralty  may  aj^rove  and  order  to  be  received  there, 
among  whom  are  a  Certain  number  of  officers'  sons.     If  my  present 
embarrassments,  added  to  the  circumstance  of  my  having  five 
children,  might  be  plead  in  favor  of  my  application,  I  should  con- 
sider myself  fortunate  if  I  could  obtain  the  insertion  of  my  son  s 
name  (Philip  King)'*'  on  the  Adm'ty  List  for  his  entrance  on  the 
of^i^?8  ^  Eang's  foundation  as  an  officer's  son.     The  age  of  admittance  being 
son.  restricted  to  eleven  years,  it  will  be  three  years  and  a  half  before  he 

attains  that  age,  by  which  time  he  can  be  sent  home  with,  I  hope, 
a  tolerable  portion  of  learning,  and  the  advantage  of  having  been 
twice  round  the  Globe,  which,  I  do  not  doubt,  will  coniirm  tiie 
desire  he  now  has  to  qualify  himself  for  an  active  situation  in  the 
service  of  his  country. 

Should  you  have  an  opportunity  of  interesting  yourself  in  my 
favor,  I  am  well  satisfied  ^at  everything  vrill  be  done  that  is  po^ 
sible  towards  granting  this  request,  which  I  hope  will  appear  as 
excusable  as  it  is  an  act  of  necessity  on  my  part. 

I  have,  dec, 
Philip  Gidlet  King. 

•  Aftenrards  Adminl  PhiUp  Parker  King,  father  of  the  Bta.  P.  G.  SIk.  ILLC 

Lieutenant-Govemor  King's  request  was  granted,  and  his  son's  name  piaoed  en  tke 
Admlialty  iist-^PoBt,  p.  72S. 
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Lieutenant-Governor  Kino  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.  1700 

(Banks  Papers.)  22  Aug. 

Sir,  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight,  22nd  August,  1799. 

Observing  an  advertisement  in  the  papers  for  a  meeting  in 
Lincohishire  to  which  your  name  was  subscribed,  I  fear  this  will 
not  reach  jou  in  London,  but  have  hazarded  it ;  and  altho'  it  is 
not  certain  whether  we  shall  remain  here  until  I  can  receive  your 
answer,  yet  I  think  it  may  be  attempted  if  you  should  see  any- 
thing in  it  worth  a  reply.     As  my  cup  of  disappointment  and  King 
anxiety  is  so  compleatly  overflowed  by  this  long  detention,  I  shall  SlnE  o(  hia 
not  trouble  you  with  a  recital  of  my  feelings  on  that  occasion,  disappoint- 
which  has  occasioned  inconveniences  of  the  most  serious  kind  to 
me  and  my  family,  but  I  trust,  if  my  life  is  spared,  that  (economy 
will  enable  me  to  get  on  my  legs  again. 

I  am  hopeful  that  from  the  circumstances  of  the  day  our  de-  The 
parture  will  not  be  put  off*  much  longer.  As  it  is,  we  must  expect  departure!'' 
ijad  weather  on  the  coast  of  New  Holland,  which  will  not  be  very 
favorable  to  a  vessell  of  the  Porpoise's  construction. 

The  garden  continues  in  a  very  favorable  way,  and  if  it  escapes  state  of  the 
being  damaged  by  the  continual  warm  weather  we  must  have  for  P**"**- 
these  five  months  to  come,  I  am  hopeful  it  will  withstand  any 
check  in  the  latter  part  of  the  voyage.     Some  few  of  the  herbs 
are  dead,  but  they  shall  be  replaced  before  we  go  from  hence. 
The  carob  seeds  are  come  up  and  doing  very  well,  and  I  sincerely 
hope  that  I  shall  be  able  to  congratulate  you  on  the  whole  suc- 
ceeding and  being  safe  deposited  in  N.  S.  Wales,  which  I  am 
certain  will  be  among  the  most  pleasing  news  you  can  receive 
from  that  colony.      As  I  have  heard  nothing  respecting  the  Lady  The  Lady 
Xelson,  I  am  apprehensive  that  it  has  not  been  convenient  to  get  ^®^**°' 
that  vessel  forwarded.     In  case  she  cannot  be  got  ready  before  the 
middle  of  next  month,  I  am  apprehensive  the  weather  she  would 
meet  with  between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  New  Holland 
would  make  it  an  unsafe  passage  for  a  vessell  of  that  description  ; 
later  than  all  next  month  she  certainly  ought  not  to  be  sent. 

You  will  recollect,  sir,  that  in  my  different  letters  to  you  from  cotton- 
the  other  hemisphere  I  have  observed  the  probability  of  cotton  Sorfoik** 
I)ecoming  a  probable  object  of  attention.     Not  being  possessed  of  idand. 
any  information  respecting  the  culture  of  that  shrub,  the  trials  that 
T  made  of  it  on  N.  I.  were  by  no  means  satisfactory.     Although 
the  seeds  that  were  sowed  did  extreemly  well,  and  much  cotton 
was  produced,  still  the  ignorance  we  laboured  under  respecting  its 
culture  prevented  any  other  exertions  than  barely  ascertaining 
that  it  would  grow  extreemly  well. 

,  Information 

Since  my  residence  here  I  have  become  acquainted  with  a  very  «rom  &  West 
worthy  man  (Mr.  Wall,  collector,  of  the  Bahamas,  whither  he  is  pu^. 
VOL.  Ill — 2y 
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to  be 

forwarded 

toBankfl. 


1790  now  going),  who  has  long  been  a  ootton-plaDter  in  Geoigia  and 
22  Aug.  ^^0  Bahamas.  From  this  gentleman  I  have  received  much  satis- 
factory information  respecting  that  plant,  from  which  I  have 
discovered  the  great  errors  we  laboured  under  in  our  attempts, 
and  the  more  than  probable  chance  of  any  future  attempt  suc- 
ceeding, which  I  shall  pay  attention  to.  Mr.  Wall  has  very  kindlv 
given  me  (in  addition  to  much  other  information)  written  direc- 
tions respecting  its  culture,  <fec.,  a  copy  of  which  I  endosa  If 
a  sufficiency  of  this  article  can  be  raised  to  go  towards  cloathing 
the  inhabitants,  may  it  not  hereafter  be  an  object  to  send  to 
China,  where  cotton  from  India  sells  extreemly  well?  I  shall  take 
care  of  the  seeds  you  h&ve  already  given  me,  and  do  not  doubt  ci 
finding  many  remaining  from  what  I  previously  planted.  But 
Cotton-seeds  that  we  may  be  at  no  loss  for  seeds,  I  have  requested  Mr.  Wall  to 
*'^  '^  forward  me  some  of  the  best  kinds,  and  have  taken  the  liberty  of 

desiring  him  to  address  them  to  your  care.  He  desires  me  to 
inform  you  that  if  he  can  be  anyways  serviceable  in  your  benev- 
olent pursuits  for  the  welfare  of  mankind  that  he  shall  be  happy 
and  proud  to  receive  your  commands,  which  will  reach  him  at  tfa^ 
Bahamas  through  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Simpson  and  Davidson, 
merchants,  in  London.  Not  having  any  idea  of  the  make  of  a 
cotton-card  or  a  ])ortable  gin  for  extracting  the  seeds  from  the 
cotton,  I  have  requested  Mr.  King  to  allow  of  six  cards  and  one 
gin  being  sent  to  me,  from  which  perhaps  we  may  be  able  to  make 
others.  I  have  also  requested  a  water-engine  being  sent  out  by  one 
of  the  first  ships,  as  from  what  I  have  read  of  the  coaleries  that 
appears  an  absolute  necessary  to  have.  I  should  apprehend  tiro 
common  ship's  fire-engines  would  answer  the  purpose.  As  it  is  nov 
fourteen  months  ago  since  you  were  so  kind  to  furnish  me  with  such 
a  liberal  supply  of  seeds,  at  which  time  we  expected  to  leave  £d|- 
land,  I  fear  few  of  those  which  I  have  i*etained  will  be  of  any  use, 
but  fortunately  I  sent  three  of  the  boxes  on  in  the  Albion,  which 
saUed  in  January  last,  and  as  I  informed  Gov.  Hunter  what  thej 
were,  I  hope  he  has  made  use  of  them.  The  box  and  papers 
that  remain  I  shall  reserve  for  a  trial,  but  shall  procure  some  at 
the  Cape  of  the  comiuon  vegetables.  Poor  Caley,  who,  I  believe, 
has  not  made  philosophy  and  patience  his  study,  is  quite  out  of 
humour  at  our  long  detention,  and  I  am  certain  that  nothing  but 
the  gratitude  he  owes  you  prevents  him  from  taking  up  his  stick 
and  returning  from  whence  he  came.  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power 
to  give  you  any  idea  as  to  the  probable  time  when  we  may  expect 
to  be  liberated,  but  at  present  I  am  as  ignorant  as  ever  about  it, 
altho'  not  less  anxious.  Should  I  not  have  another  opportunitT 
of  advising  you  from  this  place,  I  beg  to  assure  you  of  the  respec: 
and  grateful  attachment  with  which  I  shall  ever  remain,  sir, 

Youi-s,  Ac., 
Philip  Gidlbt  Ejitol 


Eiurlnes  for 
collieries. 


See(U. 


George 
Caley. 
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The  Missionaribs  to  the  Directors  of  Sooiett,  London.*        vm 

Parramatta,  New  South  Wales,  25th  August,  1799.         36  Aug. 

Fathers,  Brothers,  and  Fellow-labourers  in  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christy — • 

fiis  Majesty's  ship  the  Buffido,  Capt.  Kent,  being  on  the  eve  of 
sailing  from  the  colony  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  we  embrace 
the  opportunity  of  confirming  our  letter  to  you  of  the  Ist  Septem- 
ber,   1798,  by  the  Bar  well,  duplicates  of  which  we  forwarded  Lettere  by 
the  beginning  of  December  following,  in  the  Comwallis,  by  way  and  Coni^ 
of  Calcutta,  in  which  we  informed  you  of  the  circumstances  which  ^"^^ 
occasioned  our  removal  from  Otaheite  to  this  colony,  and  the 
pro^>ect  which  presented  itself  to  us  of  our  being  made  useful 
in  the  Ministry  of  the  Word  here,  since  which  our  views  have  been 
beclouded,  our  expectations  not  so  sanguine,  the  exercises  of  our 
minds  various  with  respect  to  the  path  of  duty,  whether  we  should 
persevere  or  not^  as  the  belief  of  our  hearts  at  times  was  ready  to 
suggest  that  the  difficulties  we  had  to  encounter  were  insurmount- 
able— indeed,  they  are  such  to  an  arm  of  flesh — ^for  here  we  have 
to  contend  with  the  depravity  and  corruptions  of  the  human  heart,  state  of 
heightened  and  confinned  in  all  its  vicious  habits  by  long  and  ^]!i|^.^^ 
repeated  indulgences  of  inbred  corruption,  each  one  following  the 
bent  of  his  own  corrupt  mind,  and  countenancing  his  neighbour  in 
the  pursuit  of  sensual  gratifications.     Here  iniquity  abounds,  and 
those  oatward  gross  sins  which  in  Europe  could  render  a  person 
contemptible  in  the  public  eye,  and  obnoxious  to  the  civil  law,  are 
become  fashionable  and  familiar.     Adultery,  fornication,  theft,  ^  Oodien 
drunkenness,  extortion,  violence,  and  uncleanness  of  every  kind,  the 
natural  concomitants  of  Deism  and  infidelity,  which  have  boldly 
thrown  off  the  mask,  and  stalk  thro'  the  colony  in  the  open  face  of 
the  sun,  so  that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  hear  a  person  say, 
"  When  I  was  a  Christian,  I  thought  so  and  so/'     But  our  dis- 
couragements arise,  not  so  much  from  those  things  in  themselves, 
as  from  their  pernicious  influence,  which  tends  to  confirm  and 
strengthen  the  natural  prejudices  of  the  mind  against  the  doctrines 
of  the  Gospel,  which  are  a  sovereign  remedy  for  all  those  deadly 
desires ;  but,  alas,  they  will  not  come  into  the  Light,  lest  their 
evil  deeds  should  be  reproved     This  case  may  be  justly  compared 
to  that  of  a  person  in  the  height  of  a  fever,  deprived  of  his  reason, 
who  refuses  to  have  the  means  prescribed  for  his  recovery,  and  to 
this  cause  we  may  ascribe  (in  a  certain  sense;  the  little  success  the  lu-miocess  of 
labours  of  our  brethem  in  the  establishment  here  for  these  several  Mvsden.^"^ 
years  past,  sensible,  however,  that  the  choicest  means  will    be 
ineffectual  without  the  gracious  concurrence  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

•  On  the  30th  March,  1798,  the  miMloDariea  stationed  at  Otaheite  (now  Tahiti)  left  the 
island  fai  the  Naatilue,  a  tnuUns  vessel,  and  landed  at  Port  Jacksoo.  They  comprised  eleven 
men,  four  women,  and  four  children,  and  fled  the  island  in  consequence  of  the  violence  of 
the  natives.  -London  Missionary  Society  MSS. 
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1709 

25  Aug. 

Preaching  at 

outlying 

Bettlements. 


A  church  at 

Kissing 

Point. 


Ser\'ice8  at 
Parramatta 
and  Toon- 
gabbie. 


Here  it  may  be  proper  to  observe  that  in  one  of  our  letters,  above 
alluded  to,  we  informed  you  that  we  had  commenced  preaching  in 
different  parts  of  the  district  situated  in  the  northern  boundary ; 
but  our  hearers  beginning  to  decline  in  their  attendance,  add  to  this 
the  distance  and  the  excessive  heat  of  the  summer,  filled  us  with 
discouragements,  and  the  enemy  took  occasion  from  these  circnm- 
stances  to  suggest  the  improbability  of  success  j  but,  in  persever- 
ance, the  prospect  brightened,  their  numbers  increased,  and  oar 
preaching  has  produced  the  following  effect,  which  we  are  induced 
to  look  upon  as  the  harbinger  of  good,  viz.,  twenty-two  of  the  settlere 
in  the  district  called  Kissing  Point  voluntarily  offered  to  build  a 
place  of  public  worship,  requesting  us  to  continue  among  them, 
and  use  our  influence  with  the  Governor  to  appoint  them  a  school- 
master to  instruct  their  children.  This  request  was  made  in 
consequence  of  a  rumour  that  we  were  about  to  leave  the  colony. 
We  accordingly  applied  to  Governor  Hunter,  who  immediately 
appointed  them  a  schoolmaster  of  our  recommendation  (a  person 
whom  we  believe  to  be  a  sincere  convert).  His  Excellency  also 
gave  them  some  materials  towards  erecting  the  building,  which  we 
expect  will  be  finished  in  the  month  of  November,  when  the  Revd. 
Messrs.  Johnson  and  Marsden  have  promised  to  open  it.  We 
have  also  recommenced  the  Sunday  evening  lecture  in  Parramatta, 
which  is  well  attended,  and  likewise  opened  a  place  for  preaching 
in  Toongabbe,  where  we  have  about  one  hundred  hearers.  Those 
favourable  appearances  we  hope  will  not  be  like  the  morning  cload 
or  early  dew,  but  prove  the  dawn  of  a  bright  and  glorious  Gospel 
day  to  those  poor  benighted  souls  who  are  lying  as  outcasts  in  a 
forlorn  condition ;  but  at  present  we  cannot  communicate  any 
further. 

James  Fleet  Cover. 

William  Hknrt. 

Rowland  Hassall. 


Murder  of 
Rev.  Sanil. 
Clode. 


Execution 
of  the 
murderers. 


P.S. — We  are  sorry  to  add  that,  on  the  2nd  July  last,  Brother 
Samuel  Clode  was  unhumanly  murdered  in  the  dwelling-house  of 
one  Thomas  Jones,  at  the  brickkilns,  near  Sydney,  a  little  before 
sunset.  The  said  Jones  was  a  soldier,  and  being  a  townsman  of 
Brother  Clode's,  he  had  given  him  some  pecuniary  assistance,  and 
was  desired  to  call  that  evening  for  payment,  when  the  said  Jones, 
instead  of  paying  him,  beat  out  his  brains  with  an  axe,  and  after- 
wards concealed  the  body  in  a  sawpit,  which  being  discovered  tbe 
next  morning,  and  blood  and  brains  traced  along  tbe  path  t» 
the  house  of  the  said  Jones,  he  and  his  wife  and  one  Elbury  wen? 
taken  up  as  accomplices  in  the  murder,  and  to  the  honour  of  the 
Governor,  a  Criminal  Court  was  appointed  the  next  day,  at  which 
they  were  tried  and  found  guilty,  and  executed  the  Saturday 
following.     The  conduct  of  Brother  Clode  since  his  arrival  in  this 
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colony  has  been  such  as  luaj  be  said  to  adorn  his  profession  (the      1799 
writers  wish  they  could  say  the  same  of  all  the  other  brethern     26  Aug. 
wlio  came  into  the  colony  with  him).     His  death  is  regretted  by 
all  who  knew  him.     The  Oovernor  and  several  officers  followed 
his  coq»se  to  the  grave,  as  a  testimony  of  their  respect.     A  tomb 
is  aboat  to  be  erected  over  him. 


G.  SuTTOR  TO  Sir  Joseph  Banks.     (Banks  Papers.) 
Sir,  H.M.S.  Porpoise,  Spithead,  25th  August,  1799. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  once  more  writing  before  I  leave  Condition  o( 
England,  and  informing  you  of  the  state  of  the  gardens.  OT%?lf"*' 

All  the  vines  are  in  a  healthy  state,  and  I  have  no  doubt  Porpoiae. 
but  that  they  will  continue  so.  The  hops  have  the  same  healthy 
appearence,  therefore  hope  to  be  as  successful  with  them.  We 
have  three  olives  and  caribbs  doing  exceeding  well,  and  two  tea 
plants  are  yet  alive.  Lemon  grass  and  camphor  thrive  well.  The 
apples,  pears,  mulberrys,  walnuts,  chessnuts,  filberts,  quinces,  pruent 
plums,  oakes,  and  willows  are  all  in  a  flourishing  state.  Some  of 
the  peaches  have  blighted,  but  others  are  in  a  healthy  state.  The 
ginger  that  was  sent  down  I  am  aflraid  will  not  succeed.  Tlie  herbs 
have  been  the  chief  sufferers  by  our  long  delay,  but  what  is  bad  of 
them  Govr.  King  designs  replacing. 

We  have  now  strong  hopes  of  sailing  towards  the  end  of  this 
week.  It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  if,  before  I  quit  England, 
Sir  Joseph  Banks  will  favour  me  with  a  line  to  acquaint  me  with 
the  state  of  his  and  Lady  Banks's  health,  also  of  that  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Anfriere  and  Mrs.  Banks,  who  all,  I  hope,  enjoy  health  and 
happiness.  I  am,  &c.y 

■  G.     SUTTOR. 

Surgeon  Balmain  to  Governor  Hunter. 

General  Hospital  at  Sydney, 
Sir,  29th  August,  1799.         29  Aug. 

The  inclosed  is  the  state  of  the  sick  and  hurt  for  the  last  Births  and 
twelve  months,  which  also  contains  an  account  of  all  the  births  ^®**°"* 
and  deaths  that  come  within  our  observation,  for  it  sometimes 
happens   that  children   are  born   and   people  die   without   our 
receiving  any  information  of  it. 

Permit  me  to  take  this  opportunity  of  requesting  that  you  will  Hospiui  re- 
be  pleased  to  repeat  your  application  for  the  supply  of  our  wants  *i^»"°*®"*«- 
at  the  hospital,  and  also  to  remind  the  Minister  how  requisite  it 
is  that  the  number  of  medical  assistants  should  be  augmented. 

Your  Excellency  will  remember  that  some  of  our  demands  are 
of  two  years  standing,  and  I  am  persuaded  you  feel  to  see  us  so 
much  in  want  of  every  necessary.  I  have,  &c., 

W.  Balmain. 


no 
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The  Rev.  William  Henrt  to  The  London  Misbionart  1790 

29  Aug. 


Society.* 


[Extracts.] 

Parramatla,  New  South  Wales,  29th  August,  1799. 
The  mention  of  New  South  Wales  in  the  above  date  will  not,  I 
presume,  startle  or  surprize  you,  as  I  suppose  our  letters  by  the  SaSr'a?*'^ 
Bar  well,  East  Indiaman,  shall  have  reached  you  before  this.     Per-  tions. 
suaded  of  thk,  I  shall  omit  mentioning  the  circumstances  which 
occasioned  our  departure  from  Otaheite  to  this  place,  as  those 
have  been  briefly  stated  in  them,  but  I  shall  give  you  a  brief  and 
candid  detail  of  the  interesting  particulars  that  have  since  occurred 
until  the  present  time,  and  what  are  now,  and  have  been  ever 
since,  as  our  wishes,  desires,  and  intentions,  as  also  my  sincere 
sentiments  conseming  the  disagreable  affairs  of  our  departure  from 
the  above  place,  together  with  my  sentiments  concerning  the  most 
likely  means  of  accomplishing  the  great  object  of  the  mission  at 
Otaheite  and  neighbouring  islands. 

And  now  permit  me  first,  though  breaking  order  in  this  relation, 
to  mention  a  most  melancholy  and  shocking  affair  which  happened  JJiJ^®J^* 
here  to  us  of  late,  namely,  the  barbarous,  bloody,  and  cruel  murder  at  Sydney. 
of  our  Brother  Clode  by  an  Irishman,  an  old  schoolfellow  of  his 
own,  with  his  wife  and  another  accomplice.  The  murder  was  com- 
mitted on  the  evening  of  the  3rd  of  July  last,  in  the  house  of 
the  assassine,  whose  name  was  Jones,  which  stood  in  a  suburb  of 
the  town  of  Sydney  called  the  Brick  Fields,  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  main  road.  There  had  not  been  the  least  variance  between 
Mr.  Clode  and  either  of  the  assassines,  but,  on  the  contrary,  they 
had  vied  almost  ever  since  he  first  came  to  the  colony  in  acts  of 
friendship  with  each  other,  and  he  had,  according  to  their  own 
confession,  been  the  means  of  saving  boath  the  life  of  Jones  and 
his  wife,  by  his  attention  and  medical  assistance  when  they  were 
both  dangerously  ill.  That  for  which  they  murdered  him  was  a 
little  more  than  thirty  pounds  sterling,  which  Jones  had  been  owing  Jrimina^L*^^ 
him  for  some  property  he  let  him  have  on  credit,  and  which  sum 
he  was  to  have  received  from  him  the  evening  of  the  murder  ;  but 
upon  calling  for  it,  Jones  and  the  other  two  before  mentioned  paid 
him  by  barbarously  and  unhumanly  taking  his  life. 

******* 

The  town  being  soon  alarmed,  numbers  of  people,  officers  and 
others,  with  the  Governor,  were  soon  assembled  at  the  place ;  and 
blood  being  traced  from  the  pit  where  the  body  was  found  to 
Jones's  door,  and  upon  examination  found  in  several  parts  of  the 
house,  and  an  ax  in  a  chest,  which  had  been  newly  washed  and 
not  quite  dry,  with  the  signs  of  blood,  brains,  and  some  human 
hair  upon  it,  Jones  and  his  wife,  with  the  other  assassine,  were  Their  arrest 
sent  to  prison,  and  the  next  day,  by  order  of  his  Excellency  the 
Grovemor,  were  tried  by  a  Criminal  Court,  and  three  of  them 

*  Copies  from  original  MSS.  in  posseision  of  the  London  Miisionary  Society. 
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condemned  and  sentenced  to  be  executed,  and  the  two  men  to  be 
afterwards  hung  in  chains,  but  the  woman,  Jones's  wife,  to  be 
dissected,  which  was  accordingly  done  on  the  7th.  One  cf  the 
assassins,  whose  name  was  Elbery,  confessed  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Johnson  the  whole  of  the  particulars  of  the  murder,  which  I  have 
not  time  now  to  write,  but  Jones  and  his  wife  would  give  no 
satisfaction  concerning  it  to  the  very  last,  and  seemed  dreadfully 
hardened.  It  is  thought  that  this  is  not  the  first  murder  Jones 
has  been  guilty  of ;  and,  by  Elbery's  confession,  was  not  to  have 
been  the  last,  had  he  not  been  detected  in  this,  the  murder  of 
others  being  designed  by  him,  by  which  he  expected  to  get 
some  money.  He  was  a  soldier,  and  Elbery  a  free  man,  but  came 
out  here  a  prisoner.     He  was  a  lodger  of  Jones's. 

♦  *♦*♦♦* 

Leaving  this  melancholy  subject,  I  would  now  proceed  to  men- 
tion some  other  particulars ;  and  first  I  would  observe  that  the 
forty-five  pounds*  worth  of  goods  that  Mr.  Cover  and  the  writer 
drew  from  Captain  Bly th,  of  the  Cornwall,  on  the  Society's  acconni, 
were  not  appropriated  to  the  purpose  for  which  we  drew  them, 
circumstances  occurring  to  prevent.  At  the  time  we  received 
them,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson  was  then,  and  had  been  for  a  long 
time  before,  incapable  of  performing  the  duties  of  his  ministerial 
function,  and  the  Governor  having  bought  a  house  for  the  purpose 
of  a  school  (which  we  then  intended  to  keep),  and  having  given 
us  liberty  to  fit  it  up  for  a  chapel  also,  we  thought  these  articles 
would  be  necessary  in  order  to  do  this,  and  also  for  the  purposes 
of  the  like  nature  that  might  claim  such  assistance,  not  being  able 
from  our  own  little  financies  to  do  anything  this  way.  Soon  after 
this  the  Rev'd  Mr.  Johnson  recovered  of  his  illness  and  became 
able  to  perform  his  ministerial  duties  again,  which  circumstance, 
superseding  the  necessity  of  our  fiting  up  the  aforesaid  place 
for  a  chapel,  with  other  concurring  circumstances,  caused  us  to 
relinquish  our  intentions  both  respecting  the  school  and  chapel : 
and  some  time  after,  seeing  no  prospect  of  any  real  necessity 
for  building  a  chapel,  we  made  an  equal  division  of  the  articles 
between  us,  each  to  dispose  of  his  own  part  as  he  thought  propper 
and  hold  himself  accountable  to  the  Society  for  it ;  and  for  my 
part  I  am  determined,  if  my  circumstances  will  permit,  to  transmit 
by  the  ship  Duff  the  first  opportunity  the  amount  of  my  share  of 
them  to  the  Directors. 

In  our  letters  by  the  Harwell  we  expressed  some  hopes  of  beins: 
able  to  do  something  here  among  the  natives,  but  at  that  time  we 
knew  but  little  -about  their  manner  of  life,  customs,  and  disposi- 
tions, and  a  variety  of  circumstances  which  render  our  being  useful 
to  them  impracticable,  yet  I  might  say  almost  impossible  at  present. 
I  cannot  enter  into  particulars  concerning  them  now,  but  shall,  God 
willing,  some  other  opportunity  of  wilting. 


RELIGION  AND  EDUCATION.  713 

In  the  beginning  of  August,  1798,  Mr.  Cover  and  the  writer      1799 
l)egan  to  preach  in  this  colony  in  different  places  in  the  country,     29  Aui?. 
about  the  town  of  Parramatta,  in  some  of  which  there  were  pro-  p    —^ 
mising  appearances  at  first,  but  the  people  soon  getting  tired  of  Pftrramaua 
coming  to  hear  obliged  us  to  relinquish  several  of  them.    However, 
at  one  of  those  places  we  have  continued  to  preach  constantly  ever 
since  to  the  few  who  usually  attend.     It  is  about  five  or  six  miles 
from  Parramatta,  called  Kissing  Point,  where  there  are  a  good  and  at 
number  of  settlers  and  others.  The  first  Sabbath  we  preached  at  this  p^^"**' 
place  (which  was  the  26th  August  of  '98)  a  considerable  number 
of  people  attended,  so  that  the  bam  we  had  for  a  chapel  was  pretty 
well  filled^  and  some  individuals  seemed  somewhat  affected  under 
the  sermon,  which  was  preached  by  the  writer ;  the  text  was  the 
38  verse  of  the  13  of  Acts,     "Be  it  known  unto  you,  therefore, 
&c"      The  people  after  service  were  expressing  desires  to  have 
service  twice  on  the  Sabbath  for  the  future  ;  but  this  we  thoug])t 
propper  to  decline,  having  other  places  to  attend,  and  also  fearing 
they  would  tire  but  too  soon  of  once  on  the  Sabbath,  and  so 
waited  to  see  how  they  would  attend  ;  and  to  our  discouragement  congrcga- 
we  soon  found  what  we  feared  to  be  the  case,  and  we  have  never  iVi"f„ , . .  „ 

111  .         ,  .  ,  1  aiminisniiig. 

had  such  a  congregation  there  since — nay,  on  the  contrary,  we  have 
.several  times  had  scarcely  a  dozen  people  to  preach  to.     However, 
some  of  them  who  attended  at  first  have  ever  since  attended,  and 
two  or  three  of  them  who  seemed  at  first  to  be  brought  under 
some  good  concern  to  still  promise  well,  are  considerably  informed 
in  their  judgments,  and  much  reformed  in  their  lives  and  con- 
versation.    They  have  begun  of  late  to  attend  something  better 
here,  and  have  requested  me  to  continue  longer  to  preach  amongst 
them,  and  am  now  building  a  house  for  the  purpose  of  a  school  and  Building  a 
chapel.     They  are  allowed  a  schoolmaster  by  their  Excellency  the  Jha^l**"** 
Crovemor,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  him  whom  they  are  now 
about  to  have  for  one  is,  I  believe,  a  real  convert.      He  is  an 
Irishman  named  MattV  Hews,  and  before  his  transportation  from 
Ireland  was  a  corporal  in  the  militia,  but  was  convicted  in  con-  a  converted 
sequence  of  some  soldiers  who  were  under  his  charge  (who  are  now  soldier. 
here  with  him)  killing  some  persons  in  a  skirmish.     He  used  to 
attend  preaching  among  Mr.  Wesley's  people  in  Ireland.     When 
we  came  to  the  colony  he  was  exceedingly  glad,  and  soon  endea- 
voured to  get  acquaint'd  with  us,  and  seemed  to  be  then  under  some 
serious  impressions. 

♦  *♦♦*♦♦ 

In  October,  Mr.  Cover  commenced  a  Sabbath  evening  lecture  Sunday 
in  the  town  of  Parramatta,  there  being  no  other  time  in  the  f^^urel 
Sabbath  but  what  must  interfere  with  the  church  times  of  service, 
which  are  mornings  and  afternoons     About  the  same  time  we 
began  to  preach  in  a  settlement,  or  rather  town,  called  Toongabbee, 
where  there  is  a  great  number  of  persons,  but  were  obliged  soon  to 
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give  over  there — ^the  harvest  geting  saddeoly  ripe,  and  the  prisoners 
being  compelled  to  work  at  it  on  the  Sabbath.  The  evening  lec- 
ture in  Farramatta  was  given  up  also,  in  consequence  of  the  people 
in  whose  house  it  was  going  to  the  country  to  get  in  their  barvast, 
and  consequently  closing  up  their  house.  Now  the  Sabbath  even- 
ing lecture  is  recommenced  at  Farramatta,  at  the  house  which 
Mr.  Cover  now  occupies,  and  also  preaching  at  Toongabbee.  Last 
Sabbath  the  writer  preached  at  the  latter  place  to  about  a  hundred 
people  (the  greater  part  of  them  were  prisoners)  from  the  3rd 
chapter  Acts  and  former  part  of  the  Idth  verse  :  "Repent  je, 
therefore,  and  be  converted,  &c"  The  people  listened  with  becom- 
ing attention,  and  a  few  appeared  somewhat  affected.  We  had 
excellent  singing,  as  there  were  about  a  dozen  of  soldiers  (induding 
corporal  and  sergeant)  from  Farramatta  barracks  to  hear,  among 
whom  were  five  or  six  who  sing  every  other  Sabbath  at  Farra- 
matta chiircL  They  say  they  will  attend  our  worship  ev^y  other 
Sabbath  at  Toongabbee  to  sing.  It  may  be  necessary  to  observe 
that  all  who  attend  service  at  this  place  do  not  attend  from  choice, 
but  the  greater  part  of  them  from  compulsion;  for  it  being  the 
superintendent's  order  that  they  should  attend,  the  constables  cause 
it  to  be  obeyed.  We  are  not  the  cause  of  this  compulsion,  bat  it 
is  in  consequence  of  an  order  given  by  the  Governor  some  time 
ago  that  the  prisoners  in  general  should  attend  divine  worship  on 
the  Sabbath.  The  superintendent  himself  attends  our  preaching, 
and  is  very  friendly  and  obliging  to  ua  Mr.  Hassall"^  has  begun 
to  preach  since  he  came  to  this  colony ;  and  has,  for  a  considerable 
time  past,  preached  at  a  certain  place  in  the  country,  and  has  for 
some  time,  by  our  request,  for  us  at  Kissing  Point.  His  house 
has  been  robbed  some  time  ago,  and  himself  beaten  and  used  very 
ill  by  some  ruffians ;  but  had  his  loss  nearly  made  up  to  himself 
by  a  collection  made  among  the  officers  and  others  of  the  colony. 

Having  now  given  a  brief  and  candid  account  of  our  labours  in 
the  Gospel  since  the  commencement  of  them  here,  together  with  a 
detail  of  other  particulars,  I  come  in  the  next  place  to  make  a  few 
observations  on  the  moral  and  religious  (or  rather  I  should  say  the 
irreligious)  state  of  the  colony.  Religion  is  truely  at  a  low  ebb  here, 
and  there  is  little  probability  of  its  being  otherwise  until  matters 
take  a  great  change  in  the  colony.  It  is  become  quite  &shionable 
among  the  officers  and  others,  who  should  set  the  convicts  a  good 
example,  to  stay  away  from  church  and  neglect  the  worship  of 
God;  and  it  ceases  to  be  deemed  foolishness  with  some  of  them  to 
scoff  at  religion  and  sacred  things  and  treat  the  holy  Scripturea  of 
truth  with  contempt  and  ridicule.  In  short,  infidelity,  at  present, 
like  a  mighty  toirent,  i-uns  through  the  colony,  and  threatens  a 
universal  deluge.  There  are  few  of  the  officers  who  are  not  either 
Atheists  or  Deists.  I  have  had  several  contraversies  with  some  of 
them,  but  have  been  obliged  to  lay  aside  the  Bible,  as  ite  authority 

*  Mr.  Haaeall  was  one  of  the  missionaries. 
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was  of  nooonsequenoe  with  them,  and  readon  with  them  from  prin-      17W 
dples  of  philoBOphj  in  Tindicating  gome  of  the  great  traths  of     20Aui?r 
ChriBtianitj.     I  am  not  fond  of  holding  contraversies  with  suoh 
persons. 

Add  to  these  awfnl  facts  now  mentioned  others  which  are  equally  immocBUty 
awful  and  lamentable,  namely,  that  the  convicts  and  lower  order  ^^f^tg. 
of  people  are  buryed  in  ignorance  and  hardened  in  sin,  and  that 
immorality  and  vice  of  every  kind,  yea,  all  manner  of  sin  and 
abominations  prevail  in  this  colony — avarice,  extortion,  pride, 
theft,  blasphemy,  drunkenness,  sabbath-breaking,  fornication,  and 
adultery — ^the  two  latter  of  which  so  prevail  and  is  practised  to 
such  a  degree  at  present  as  not  to  be  equalled,  I  think,  in  any 
country  whatever — there  are  scarcely  any  in  the  colony  who  are 
not  living  in  either  of  these  two  8in&  It  is  as  common,  and  in  fact 
more  thought  of  here,  for  a  man  to  keep  a  prostitute  and  have  a 
number  of  children  by  her  than  it  is  for  a  man  to  have  a  wife  and 
children  in  England. 

I  have  been  often  suri)rized  since  I  came  to  know  the  state  of  Trials  of  the 
the  colony,  and  how  the  chaplains  have  been  circumstanced,  that      p  *  "*• 
they  have  anything  of  the  life  of  religion  at  all ;  but  especially  the 
Rev'd  Mr.  Johnson,  whose  trials  have  been  exceeding  great,  &c. 

William  Henry. 


GOVEBNOB   HUNTBB  TO   ThE   DuKE   OP  PORTLAND. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  30th  August,  1799.         soAug. 

Having  in  my  letter  (No.  42)*  expressed  my  concern  that  Tnmsmis- 
the  various  accounts  and  necessary  papers  which  relate  to  the  J^^ts 
concerns  of  this  colony  had  not  been  as  regularly  transmitted  to  and  returns. 
England  as  your  Grace  and  the  Lords  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury 
might  have  desir'd,  I  think  ib  necessary  to  say  that  I  have  given 
most  particular  directions  that  the  Acting  Commissary  use  every 
possible  means  and  exertion  for  forwarding  every  paper  which  can 
be  prepared  by  the  time  the  present  conveyance  may  be  ready  to 
leave  this  port,  and  I  have  to  hope  they  will  be  clear,  distinct,  and 
satisfactory. 

The  papers  which  I  here  enclose  are  designed  merely  to  explain  The 
with  as  little  trauble  as  possible  to  your  Grace  such  things  as  I  am  «°<^<*^"*- 
desireous  should  be  clearly  understood,  f 

The  monthly  state  of  provision  (No.  1)  and  the  numbei's  vic- 
toaFd  are  delivered  to  me  regularly  in  consequence  of  an  order  I 
gave  for  that  purpose  in  1797.  The  purchases  of  late  made  are 
contained  in  No.  2,  with  the  prices  paid  annexed 

•  Hunter  to  PorUaiid,  4th  July,  1700,  ante,  p.  688. 
t  Very  few  of  these  encloenres  have  been  preserved. 
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^Aug. 

Vouchers 

delayed 

pending 

Palmer's 

return. 


Return  of 
births  and 
deaths. 


Live  stock 

and 

cultivation. 


8  Sept. 


As  a  farther  reason  why  the  necessary  vouchers  in  support  of 
the  bills  drawn  have  been  delayed  so  long,  it  becomes  necessary 
to  mention  that  Mr.  Commissary  Palmer,  having  written  to  the 
Acting  Commissary  that,  as  some  alteration  had  taken  place  in  hi.s 
instructions,  he  was  desireous  that  no  accounts  should  be  trans- 
mitted untill  his  arrival,  which  has  been  so  long  look'd  for  that  I 
gave  directions  there  be  no  longer  any  delay,  but  the  vouchers 
for  the  expenditure  of  the  sums  drawn,  together  with  every  other 
necessary  paper,  be  immediat'ly  forwarded. 

I  send  a  list  (No.  3)  of  such  materials  as  are  wanted  for  carxying 
into  effect  our  endeavours  to  manufacture  both  woolen  and  linnen. 

This  being  the  last  letter  I  shall  trouble  your  Grace  with  by 
this  conveyance  (his  Majesty's  ship  Buffalo,  to  the  Cape  for  more 
cattle),  and  having  this  moment  received  the  suijion's  return  of 
births  and  deaths,  and  a  state  of  the  hospital*  during  the  la.st 
twelve  months,  I  inclose  them,  and  beg  to  refer  your  Grace  to  Mr. 
Bal main's  letter  to  me  relative  to  hospital  stores  and  more  medical 
assistance.  I  have,  <tc., 

Jno.  Hunter. 
[Enclofiure.] 

An  Account  of  Live  Stock  and  Ground  in  Cultivation  in  his 
Majesty's  Settlement  in  New  South  Wales,  in  August,  1799. 


Homed 
Cattle. 

Sheep. 

Ctoats. 

1 

1 

a 

I 

< 

1  a. 

By  whom. 

a. 

^ 

Is 

1 

i 

h 

1 

j 

1 

< 

Government .. 

5 

17 

122 

360 

109 

839 

23 

28 

30 

200 

80    ..,..; 

Officers    in 

general 
Settlers 

Total     .. 

32 
10 

69 
15 

66 

4 

152 
6 

1577 
270 

482 

341 
548 

762 
1061 

518 
2916 

873 
4902 

«7 

296 
2156 

4|..| 

47 

91 

192 

517  1  2016 

8087 

912 

1861 

8459 

6126 

ss 

2532  '  7i     4 

Observations.— Weak  in  field  labor,  owing  to  the  various  detachments  of  artificers  and 
labourers  employed  in  many  essentially  requisite  public  works. 

There  are  largo  tracts  of  garden-ground,  in  which  are  contained,  in  the  aggr^ate, 
many  acres  of  potatoes.  Much  land  on  which  the  heavy  timber  is  fallen,  but  not  yet  bomt 
off  and  prepared  for  cultivation.  j     ^j  ^ 

Mr.  John  Thomson  to  Captain  Schanck. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
Dear  Sir,  8th  September,  1799. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  inclosing  a  letter  for  Mr.  Grant,! 
which  it  will  add  to  other  obligations  if  you  would  be  so  good  as 
transmit  to  where  he  is. 

*  This  is  the  same  return  as  that  enclosed  in  Balmain  to  Hunter,  29th  August,  1799,  ante, 
p.  710. 
t  Doubtless  Lieutenant  James  Grant,  commander  of  the  Lady  Nelson.     The  letter  is 

missing. 
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I  hoped  to  have  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you  and  my       1799 
other  friends  in  England  per  the  Hillsboro',  which  arrived  here  with     §  g^p^, 
prisoners  about  eight  weeks  ago.     She  had  a  pretty  good  passage       — 
out^  but  lost  a  great  many  prisoners  (not  less  than  ninety-six)  from  transport 
a  fever,  occasioned  by  ill-usage  and  neglect  of  cleanliness.     She  SJiouffh. 
afterwards  proceeds  on  her  voyage  to  Desolation  Isle  to  procure 
sealskins.    The  Albion,  with  stores,  had  the  most  astonishing  quick  The  Albion. 
passage  from  England  any  ship  has  ever  yet  made — only  three 
months  and  eleven  days.     She  arrived  here  in  June. 

We  have  had  a  very  bad  season  last  year,  but  this  one  bids  fair  The  crops. 
to  make  sufficient  amends  for  the  last.     The  crops  suffered  from  a 
great  drought,  and  the  colony  would  rather  have  been  distressed 
for  grain  but  for  the  arrival  of  a  Spanish  prize,  laden  chiefly  with  a  Spanish 
flour  sent  in  by  two  whaleships,  which  had  sailed  from  here  last  ^ 
year,  and  captured  by  them  on  the  coast  of  Peru.  They  give  account 
that  the  whole  naval  force  of  Spain  on  that  coast  consisted  only  of 
oue  ship,  and  two  brigs  of  14  guns.     Several  whalers  whose  inten-  whalers  as 
tions  were  to  have  fished  on  this  coast,  animated  by  the  hopes  of  p"^**^'*- 
privateering  to  advantage  on  the  coast  of  Peru,  have  been  furnished 
with  letters  of  marque  here,  and  have  gone  over  on  that  coast  This 
has  been  a  great  loss  to  this  colony,  as  we  had  no  small  dependance 
on  the  hopes  of  the  fishery  being  established  on  our  coast ;  however.  Prospect  of 
two  ships  who  have  remained  have  succeeded  pretty  well ;  one  of  flaherid* 
them,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Enderbys,  is  expected  to  sail  for  England 
next  month  full  of  spermaceti  oil.     We  hope  this  success  will 
encourage  those  gentlemen  to  repeat  their  trials. 

I  am  afraid  the  sealskin  trade  will  not  answer.  A  small  vessel  The  sealskin 
from  China  has  been  six  months  among  some  islands  in  lat'e  38"*,  ^  ^' 
and  returned  with  only  1,500  skins.  In  that  latitude  has  been 
lately  discovered  a  strait  dividing  Van  Dieman's  Land  from  New  S. 
Wales  ;  a  lieut't*  belonging  to  the  Reliance  lately  passed  thro'  them 
and  returned  round  the  S'h  Cape.  There  are  some  islands  in  these 
straits  where  seals  appeared  more  numerous  than  where  the  vessel 
had  been  sealing. 

We  have  also  some  hopes  that  the  coals  with  which  the  country  Thecoai- 
abounds  will  be  of  much  Colonial  advantage.  A  ship  lately  re-  "oiony.**' ^^^ 
turned  to  Bengal  loaded  with  coals,  and  it  gave  no  small  satisfaction 
to  every  person  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  to  see 
this  first  export  of  it ;  and  I  am  hopeful  from  these  advantages 
that  New  South  Wales,  however  contemptible  it  may  at  present 
appear  in  the  list  of  our  colonies,  may  yet  become  an  acquisition 
of  value  to  the  mother  country. 

The  Reliance  is  expected  to  sail  soon  for  England,  and  Capt'n  colonial 
Waterhouse  has  promised  to  take  charge  for  you  of  a  piece  of  cedar  ^™^"« 
of  the  country,  and  also  a  piece  of  wood  very  common  here,  and 
which  I  am  told  is  much  admired  in  England.     A  gentleman  who 

*  Lieutenant  Matthew  Flinders.    Appendix  B. 
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1790      has  seen  it  says  Mr.  Nepean  has  got  a  small  tableof  that  wood,  and 

s  Sept.     is  extremely  beautiful.     I  shall  send  them  by  Captaia  Wat^rhonsa 

Be  so  good  as  give  my  respectful  acknowledgements  to  the  Judge, 

and  assure  him  of  my  remembrance  of  his  favors.     It  will  give  me 

much  happiness  to  hear  from  you,  if  you  can  spare  a  few  rainates 

from  the  great  press  of  public  business  which  you  are  engaged  in. 

Make  my  compliments,  &c  Jko.  Thomson. 

This  goes  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  per  H.M.S.  Bufiala 


LIEUTENANT-GOVBRNOB   KiNG   TO   SiR  J08EPH   BaKK& 

(Banks  Papers.) 
17  Sept         Dear  Sir,  Poi-poise,  Spithead,  17th  September,  1799. 

Departure  of  I  make  no  doubt  but  the  receipt  cl  this  from  me  in  an 

Porpoise.  English  port  will  surprize  you  not  a  little.  We  thought  ourselves 
compensated  for  the  long  and  ruinous  detention  we  had  escaped, 
by  the  favorable  wind  that  carried  us  out  of  the  Channel  and  into 
the  Bay,  where  a  strong  gale  of  wind  came  on,  previous  to  which 
Accident  to  our  tiller  was  carried  away,  and  the  head  and  main  piece  of  the 
toerteering  rmj(jer  sprung  in  so  dangerous  a  manner  as  to  occasion  us  to  appre> 
hend  its  going  entirely  before  the  gale  subsided,  whicli  providen- 
tially did  not  happen.  As  soon  as  we  could  have  any  intercourse 
with  the  Admiral,  and  the  danger  of  the  defect  was  confirmed  by  his 
carpenter,  we  were  ordered  to  the  first  port  in  England.  After 
what  has  happened,  I  need  not  point  out  to  you  that  while  the 
Porpoise  retains  her  present  shape  and  length  she  is  much  fitter 
to  be  placed  on  your  canal  than  to  go  outside  a  port.  She  is  now 
sufficiently  stiff,  and  does  much  better  than  could  have  been  ex- 
The  cause  of  pected  by  the  alterations  she  has  undergone;  but,  unfortunately, 
thp  accident  ^j^^  ^^^^  means  to  obtain  this  partial  advantage  has  been  the  cause 
of  the  rudder  being  carried  away  from  its  unnatural  projectioD,  on 
which  the  body  of  receding  water  acts  on  it  with  such  an  increased 
perpendicular  violence,  instead  of  coming  to  it  obliquely,  that 
nothing  can  withstand  it;  and  if  they  persevere  in  giving  her  a 
rudder  of  greater  dimensions,  iron-strapped,  iron  tiller,  &a,  still 
I  fear  the  stempost  or  gudgeons  must  necessanly  go.  I  have 
written  very  fully,  and  I  fear  too  freely,  on  the  subject  to  Sir 
Andrew  Hamond,  whose  answer,  as  well  as  the  results  of  the 
Board's  deliberations  on  the  master^s  representations,  I  shall 
inform  you  of. 
The  plants.  The  garden  is  in  most  excellent  order,  not  a  plant  drooping 
among  them.  The  hops  were  cut  down.  After  these  many  un- 
toward circumstances,  God  alone  knows  when  they  will  get  to 
their  destination.  I  hope  my  best  wishes  ior  your  health  and 
family's  will  be  acceptable.  I  am,  &c., 

Phillip  Gidley  EiNa 
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LIBUTENANT-QOVERNOB  KiNG  TO   SiB  A.   HaMOND.  17M 

Sir,  Spithead,  Septmnber,  1799.  Sn>t. 

As  I  have  anderstood  that  an  idea  has  gone  forth  that  PraUminary 
the  Porpoise  was  constructed  according  to  my  wish,  and  as  a  *^™"  ®" 
name  will  be  mentioned  for  whose  character  and  abilities  I  have 
the  highest  respect,  I  have  thought  it  more  delicate  to  state  the 
communication  I  bad  with  the  Board  respecting  the  Buffalo  and 
Porpoise  in  this  manner  than  by  adding  it  to  the  inclosed  letter, 
which  you  may  judge  necessary  to  lay  before  the  Board. 

Some  time  after  my  arrival  in  England  I  saw  an  advertise-  Adverti«inif 
ment  in  the  papers  for  the  purchase  of  two  ships  for  the  use  of  JSipr^ 
the  colony  in  N.  S.  Wales,  and  as  I  thought  my  communica- 
tion respecting  the  kind  of  ship  that  would  be  useful  might 
be  acceptable  to  the  Board,  I  waited  on  Mr.  Hope  (when  you 
were  confined  in  the  country  by  indisposition)  for  that  purpose, 
and  soon  after  received  a  letter  from  the  Board  requesting  my 
attendance.     I  then  described  the  defect  of  the   Reliauce   in  Defects  in 
having  her  fireplace  and  all  the  officers  and  people  in  the  between  iteliance. 
decks,  which  left  little  room  for  receiving  cattle.     I  therefore 
recommended  the  between  decks  to  be  at  least  five  feet  ten  inches 
high,  and  to  be  appropriated  entirely  for  keeping  cattle,  accom- 
modation for  the  officers  and  galley  to  be  on  an  upper  deck, 
something  similar  to  a  three-decker  West  Indiaman. 

The  next  day  I  attended  Sir  J.  Henslow  and  inspected  several  §J^®^*"'*f, 
ships.     The  Buffalo  was  fixed  on  for  one  of  the  ships.     As  there    ^^^^^^ 
was  an  objection  to  most  of  the  other  ships  of  height  or  tonnage, 
the  other  was  not  decided  on.     As  no  farther  attendance  on  my 
part  was  required,  I  heard  no  more  of  the  second  ship  until  in- 
formed by  a  person  that  the  Board  had  contracted  for  building 
one,  the  frame  of  which  he  had  just  seen,  and  did  not  think  she  The  fmmd 
would  answer.    I  immediately  went  to  look  at  it,  when  it  appeal^  pJjSSjse. 
so  extremely  short,  deep,  and  full  that  I  observed  it  to  the  builder 
and  overseer,  who  both  agreed  with  me  that,  if  she  was  finished 
in  her  then  form,  that  she  would  turn  out  a  very  bad  ship.     The 
builder  requested  me  to  speak  to  Sir  John  Henslow  that  she  might 
be  lengthened  ten  or  twelve  feet,  which  he  said  the  frame  would 
admit  of,  and  could  be  easily  done.     Two  days  after  I  met  Sir  John 
at  the  launch  of  the  Ajax  and  mentioned  my  f^prehension  and  sir  John 
the  builder's  observation,  when  Sir  John's  answer  was  that  he  "pISionT  * 
thought  she  would  turn  out  a  very  good  ship,  sjid  that  she  was  too 
far  advanced  to  lengthen. 

What  has  occurred  since  her  being  launched,  near  eleven  months  Kintr  not 
ago,  has  fallen  under  your  own  observation.     Not  having  any  in-  "•P<>""''^*** 
vidious  intention  in  writing  this  letter,  but  to  remove  any  idea 
that  may  romain  on  your  mind  respecting  any  interference  of 
mine  in  the  construction  of  the  ship  being  the  cause  of  her  turning 
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1799 

Sept. 


H.ll.S. 
Porpoise. 


opinion  of 
her  sailing 
qualities. 


Position  of 
the  ship  at 
the  time  of 
the  accident. 


The  cause  of 
t!ie  accident. 


out  SO  badly,  I  hope  yoa  will  excuse  my  troubling  you  witli  this 
recital  after  having  already  enumerated  it  to  you  verbally.  I 
cannot  close  this  letter  without  saying  how  much  Mr.  Scott  has 
exerted  himself  in  his  attention  to  the  ship,  and  no  man,  I  am 
convinced,  feels  more  than  he  does  on  the  disagreeable  cause  of 
our  return.  I  am,  i&c, 

P.  G.  K. 
[Enclosure.] 

Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sir  A.  Hamond. 

Sir,  Porpoise,  Spithead,  18th  September,  1799. 

I  am  much  concerned  that  the  great  injury  the  Porpoise's 
rudder  has  received  has  made  her  return  to  England  necessary, 
from  whence  I  hoped  we  had  taken  our  final  departure.  As  the 
ship,  from  Mr.  S<x)tt's  account,  as  well  as  every  other  person  in 
her  when  coming  from  the  Downs  to  Portsmouth,  appeared  much 
advantaged  by  the  alterations  she  had  undergone,  and  altho'  she 
steered  indifferently,  yet  her  being  sufficiently  stiff  and  sailing 
not  worse  than  ten  of  the  heaviest  sailing  vessels  out  of  two 
hundred  sail,  sufficiently  reconciled  me  to  her,  until  the  accident 
happened  to  the  tiller  and  rudder. 

From  the  indulgence  with  which  you  have  attended  to  my 
former  representations,  and  the  great  desire  shewn  by  the  Board* 
to  remedy  the  former  defects,  I  am  induced  to  submit  my 
respectful  opinion  on  the  present  circumstance,  which  I  trust 
will  not  be  deemed  premature  or  assuming,  as  I  have  no  other 
motive  than  the  welfare  of  his  Majesty's  service  and  the  anxious 
wish  that  the  ship  designed  for  the  use  of  the  colony  in  ^S'ew 
South  Wales  may  render  it  service. 

When  this  misfortune  attended  the  tiller  and  rudder  the  ship 
was  under  her  close-reefed  topsails  and  lower  staysails;  the  courses 
were  hauled  up,  to  let  the  Admiral  get  ahead,  having  just  wore, 
consequently  there  was  no  great  wind  or  high  swell  (but  three 
hours  after  a  heavy  gale  came  on  and  high  sea,  in  which  the  ship 
did  extremely  well  lying  to).  From  this  circumstance  I  judge 
that  the  tiller  and  rudder  did  not  receive  the  injury  from  any 
sudden  shock;  but  the  effect  of  the  great  force  and  weight  of 
water  on  the  projected  rudder,  which,  as  the  wind  and  sea  got 
up,  it  was  no  longer  able  to  resist,  until  something  gave  way,  and 
the  tiller  being  a  very  good  one  and  secured  with  iron  braces  Ui 
the  rudder-head  strikes  me  as  a  farther  proof  that  the  cause 
originated  in  the  uncommon  weight  thrown  on  the  rudder,  occa- 
sioned in  my  opinion  by  the  ship's  wanting  length  and  having  so 
little  run,  which  causes  the  sea  to  strike  the  projected  rudder 
with  such  an  increased  perpendicular  violence,  instead  of  acting 
on  it  obliquely,  that  I  fear  no  common  rudder  or  tiller  can  with- 

The  Navy  Board,  of  which  Sir  Andrew  Hamond  wm  OomptroUer. 
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stand  it  in  blowing  weather  and  with  a  swell ;  and  however  it      1799 
may  be  possible  to  secure  the  rudder  and  having  the  advantage     13  sapt. 
of  an  iron  tiller,  yet  may  not  something  happening  to  the  god-   . 
geons  or  stempost  be  apprehended  ?     If  I  have  been  so  fortunate  of  a 
to  explain  my  ideas  clearly,  and  that  they  appear  proper,  I  re-  «cu"*°<»- 
spectfully  hope  your  candid  indulgence  will  excuse  my  observing 
how  serious  a  loss  it  will  be  to  the  colony  if  this  ship  should  be 
rendered  useless.     I  need  not  inform  you,  sir,  that  the  passage 
between  the  Capes  of  Good  Hope  and  New  Holland  is  attended 
at  most  seasons  with  blowing  weather  and  a  great  sea,  but  par- 
ticularly so  at  the  commencement  of  winter,  when  we  shall  have  to 
perform  that  voyage,  supposing  we  leave  England  this  month  or 
the  next.     The  voyage  she  will  have  to  perform  from  New  South  The  long 
Wales  to  the  Cape,  round  by  Cape  Horn  and  back  again,  are  of  JS!r*^ 
great  length,  in  high  latitudes,  and  without  the  advantage  of  a  HoU«w*- 
port  where  the  rudder  can  be  replaced,  supposing  another  acci- 
dent happening  when  there  m  aea  room  to  prepare  and  ship  a 
substitute. 

The  Porpoise  is  a  strong-built  ship,  and  well  calculated  in  The  veneL 
her  between  decks  and  inside  for  the  purposes  of  the  colony.  Was  *^  *^'*" 
she  ten  or  twelve  feet  longer,  and  had  something  of  a  run  to  allow 
the  water  to  act  on  the  rudder  in  a  proper  direction,  she  would  sail 
much  better  (which  is  a  great  object  in  these  long  voyages,  where 
the  health  of  a  ship's  company  is  so  materially  a^ected  by  three 
weeks  more  or  less),  be  in  no  danger  of  carrying  away  tillers  and 
rudders,  and  would  have  been  a  very  useful  ship  to  the  colony. 

I  am  well  assured,  sir,  that  the  great  interest  you  take  in  KJng'i 
everything  that  concerns  the  welfare  of  his  Majesty's  service  and  SS««g, 
the  wish  of  the  Board  to  make  the  Porpoise  fit  for  the  service 
she  is  destined  will  induce  you  to  excuse  any  unintentional  im- 
propriety in  this  letter ;  and  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that  no  event 
could  have  been  more  hurtful  to  me  and  my  family  than  the 
necessity  of  our  returning  after  the  long  and  to  me  ruinous 
detention  that  circumstance  has  occasioned.  P.G.K. 


Secretary  Nepean  to  LiEUTENAirr-GrOVBRNOR  King. 
Sir,  Admiralty  Oflfice,  26th  September,  1799.         wsept 

I  am  oammanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admi-  Nepean  Min 
ralty  to  signify  their  direction  to  you  to  transmit  to  me  for  their  JSq)iwiatton. 
information  your  opinion  of  the  quaUties  of  the  Porpoise,  armed 
vessel,  and  the  cause  by  which  she  has  been  prevented  from  making 
her  voyage  to  New  South  Wales.  Evan  Nepean. 

J^ote  hy  LieiUenant-Govemor  King  : — "  Answered  by  a  similar 
letter  to  that  sent  the  Comptroller  of  the  Na?y "  [Sir  A  Hamondl. 
(Ante,  p.  720.) 

VOL.  Ill— 2  Z 
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1709  "  In  answer  to  which  Mr.  Nepean  informed  me  that  their  Lonl- 

26  Sept.    ships  had  directed  the  old  Porpoise  to  be  otherways  disposed  of, 
and  another  ship  to  be  purchased  in  her  stead.'' 


matter. 


Lieutenant-Governor  Kino  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 
lOct.  My  Lord,  London,  1st  October,  1799. 

A  penoiud  With  much  reluctance  I  feel  myself  necessitated  to  address 

'  your  Grace  on  a  subject,  trusting  that  your  Grace's  knowledge 

of  the  peculiarity  of  my  situation  will  plead  an  excuse  for  thus 
trespassing  on  your  more  important  time  and  patience. 

d^to'ti     in      ^^  ^®  ^^^  ^^^^   *'^^  years  and  a  half  since  I  returned  to 

England.      England,  soon  after  which  my  return  to  New  South  Wales  was 

determined  on,  and  the  Porpoise  was  pointed  out  as  the  ship  in 

which  I  was  to  take  my  passage.      That  ship  was  launched  in 

May,  1798,  from  which  time  till  the  present  moment  I  have  been 

obliged  to  keep  myself  and  family  in  a  constant  readiness  to 

embark,  which  did  not  take  place  till  the  5th  ultimo,  wh^i  we 

sailed,  but  were  obliged  to  put  back  by  the  ship  being  once  more 

disabled,  which  she  had  been  twice  before.  Exclusive  of  the  heavy 

Expenses      expences  I  incurred  by  these  uncommon  detentions,  by  keeping 

tSereb?       ™y  family  in  lodgings  and  finding  my  stores  to  the  amount  of 

£150  damaged  and  destroyed,  I  had  the  mortification  previous  t<> 

sailing  to  find  a  great  part  of  the  things  I  could  get  at,  which  had 

been  on  board  fifteen  months,  were  quite  spoiled,  nor  is  it  known 

to  what  extent  my  stores  which  are  in  the  hold  have  suflfered. 

The  savings       As  the  whole  of  my  property,  amounting  to  JB1,200,  the  savings 

years.  out  of  my  pay  during  the  nine  years  I  commanded  on  Norfolk 

Island,  was  expended  in  my  expences  and  providing  myself  and 

family  with  cloathing  and  necessaries  for  my  future  residence  in 

N.S.  Wales  by  the  1st  August,  1798,  when  it  was  reasonable  to 

suppose  the  ship  would  have  sailed,  I  have  been  obliged  since 

that  period  to  subsist  my  family  and  procuring  some  necessary 

Anticipating  articles  by  anticipating  my  future  income  to  the  amount  of  £457 

his  Income.   ^  ^^iq  time  of  my  sailing,  in  addition  to  which  I  must  now 

necessarily  replace  those  things  I  have  lost  by  the  ship's  detention, 

as  well  as  my  sea  stock.    Had  I  no  one  to  provide  for  but  myself, 

or  if  I  had  any  expectancy,  I  should  not  have  troubled  your  Grace 

with  this  detail ;  but  having  a  large  family,  and  being  thoroughly 

sensible  of  your  Grace's  humanity  and  benevolence,  I  respectfully 

Asks  for  con-  Submit  my  situation  to  your  Grace's  consideration,  and  hope  I 

sideraUon.    ^jj]  j^q^  be  thought  presuming  in  my  humble  request  of  such  a 

remuneration  as  your  Grace  may  judge  proper,  which  will  add  to 

the  great  obligation  already  conferred  on,  my  Lord  Duke,  your 

Grace's,  <fec.,  P.  G.  Kino* 
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The  Duke  of  Portland  to  The  Admiralty  Commissioners,       1790 
My  Lords,  Whitehall,  5th  October,  1799.  6  Oct. 

The  Porpoise,  armed  ship,  destined  for  the  service  of  his  H.M.S. 
Majesty's  settlement  at  New  South  Wales,  having  been  under  the  JJ^u^JS, 
necessity  of  returning  into  port,  and  having  been  since  declared 
unfit  for  that  service,  I  have  the  honour  to  signify  to  your  Lord- 
ships his  Majesty's  commands  that  she  should  be  replaced  as 
speedily  as  possible  by  another  vessel  to  be  appointed  for  the 
same  service,  and  to  carry  out  the  garden,  stores,  and  passengers 
which  were  to  have  gone  by  the  Porpoise. 

From  the  great  delay  which  has  taken  place  in  the  sailing  of  the  Necessity  for 
Porpoise,  added  to  the  time  lost  by  her  being  obliged  to  put  back,  ^^^P^'^ch. 
I  must  observe  to  your  Lordships  that  it  is  of  material  consequence 
to  the  settlement  that  the  vessel  replacing  her  should  be  dispatched 
as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  understand  from  Lieut. -Governor   King  that  the   Infanta  A  Spanish 
Amelia,  prize  to  the  Argo,  now  lying  at  Portsmouth,  is  a  vessel  in  P"^' 
every  respect  proper  for  this  service,  and  might  sail  immediately. 
I  merely  mention  this  circumstance  in  case  your  Lordships  should 
judge  proper  to  make  farther  enquiries  of  Lieutenant-Governor 
King  respecting  the  said  vessel.*  I  am,  &c., 

Portland. 

Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 
(Banks  Papers.) 
Dear  Sir,  33j  Surry  Street,  Strand,  6th  October,  1799.  6  Oct 

I  received  yours  of  the  21st  ultimo,  which  I  should  have 
answered  some  days  ago,  but  that  I  could  not  give  you  any  satis- 
factory information  respecting  opr  future  operations.     I  came  to  Kingtoaaii 
town  the  22nd  ultimo,  when  it  was  fixed  that  I  was  to  go  out  in  '"  *  «'*»»ier. 
a  whaler  which  had  just  been  taken  up  to  carry  out  fifty  female 
convicts  and  some  storeaf     I  soon  after  received  a  letter  from  the 
Admiralty,  requiring  my  opinion  of  the  Porpoise^s  qualities,  which 
I  gave  at  full,  and  in  which  I  did  not  extenuate  or  set  down  aught 
in  malice.      This  account,  Mr.  Nepean  tells  me,  was  so  highly  The 
satisfactory  to  their  Lordships  that  they  ordered  the  Porpoise  to  TOnSenmed. 
be  disposed  of.     I  had  seen  a  Spanish  prize  at  Portsmouth,  prize 
to  the  Argo,  of  the  same  tonnage  and  dimensions  as  the  Porpoise,  priw^" 
lately  launched  at  Bilbon,  coppered  and   copper-fastened,  and 
everything  compleat  and  ready  to  go  to  sea  in  a  short  time.    This 
I  communicated  to  the  Admiralty,  and  by  last  Friday's  post  she 
was  ordered  to  be  surveyed,  and  will  be  purchased,  taking  in  the 

*  Thif  veaMl  was  purcbssed  and  reKshristened  the  Porpoise.  She  was  then  rigged  with 
the  spars  and  tackle  of  the  old  Porpoise,  and  oommanded  and  manned  by  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  condemned  vessel.  She  sailed  for  Sydney  on  17th  March,  1800,  arriving  there 
en  7th  November  following. 

t  The  ship  referred  to  was  the  Speedy,  in  which  King  and  his  family  sailed. 
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King's 
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cargo  and  pasBengera  of  the  PorpoiBe,  <kc.  Cayley,  to  his  grett 
joy,  goes  with  me.  He  is  making  a  pedeBtrian  journey  to  London, 
round  by  Salisbury.     This  will  serve  to  stretch  his  legs. 

The  whaler  will  certainly  sail  with  the  West  India  conToy, 
which  goes  in  about  three  weeks,  as  they  are  using  the  utmost 
despatch  with  her. 

Respecting  the  Lady  Nelson,  Schank  is  doing  everything  for  her 
to  get  her  in  readiness  to  go,  also  with  the  Speedy  (the  whaler), 
but  I  fear  the  season  will  be  late  for  so  small  a  vesselL  As  I  am  to 
see  her  to-morrow,  and  everything  will  be  fixed  respecting  her,  I 
will  give  you  information  thereon  by  Monday's  post 

No  hot  or  green  houses  in  England  can  produce  plants  in  such 
fine  order  as  those  in  the  garden  on  board  the  Porpoise.  Wheai 
the  purchase  of  the  Spaniard  is  compleated  I  will  inform  you,  that 
you  may  give  the  Navy  Board  a  line,  signifying  yonr  wish  that 
the  garden  may  be  removed  to  the  new  ship,  nrhich  will  soon  be 
done.  I  would  make  this  application  myself,  but  that  I  am  certain 
I  am  not  viewed  de  bon  cbU  there.  Mr.  King  has  promised  to  get 
me  some  remuneration  for  my  losses,  &c.  I  send  you  my  New  S. 
Wales  correspondence,  which  I  will  thank  you  to  return  when 
you  have  done  with  it,  in  case  you  do  not  return  soon  to  town, 
an  event  I  much  wish,  that  I  may  once  more  say  personally  how 
much  I  am  attached  to  you.  I  am  much  at  a  loss  how  to  act  about 
my  boy.  Mr.  Nepean  tells  me  he  will  get  his  name  put  down  for 
the  Academy  at  Portsmouth. 

I  beg  my  most  respectful  compliments  to  the  ladies,  and  best 
wishes  for  their  health  and  yours,  and  am,  with  the  most  respectful 
attachment,  Yours,  <&;c., 

Philip  Gidley  King. 

P.S. — ^Whidboy  is  appointed  master-attendant  of  Sheemess 
Yard. 


8  Oct. 

The  Lady 
Nelson 
suitable  for 
Colonial 
flurvoy. 


CommiB* 
Bioner 
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opinion. 


LlEUTENAini-GoVEBNOR   KlNG  TO   UnDER  SeCRBTABY   KjKG. 

Sir,  London,  8th  October,  1799. 

Agreable  to  your  desire,  I  saw  the  Lady  Nelson  yesterday. 
Her  easy  draught  of  water,  dimensions,  and  internal  distributioQ 
make  her  a  very  desirable  vessel  for  surveying  the  coast  of  New 
Holland.  She  has  three  sliding  keels,  the  method  of  managing 
which  or  their  utility  I  must  confess  myself  ignorant  o£,  having 
never  seen  a  vessel  of  that  construction  before. 

Commissioner  Schanck  informs  me  that  she  is  equal  to  encounter 
any  weather  or  sea^  and  is  certain  she  will  answer  the  purpose  for 
which  she  is  destined.  If  she  is  fitted  for  the  service  of  New 
South  Wales,  I  beg  to  observe  the  season  is  already  far  advanced 
for  making  the  latter  part  of  that  voyage,  and  no  time  can  be  lost 
in  fitting  her.     I  have  given  it  as  my  opinion  to  Captain  SdiaiM^ 
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that,  aB  few  seamen  know  anything  about  the  management  of  a      I7W 
cutter,  her  being  constructed  into  a  brig  would  make  her  more      g  oct 
manageable  to  the  generality  of  seamen,  and  in  such  idea  Com* 
mifisioner  Schanck  fully  concurs.  P.G.E. 


SSCRETABT  NePEAN   TO  LlEUTEyANT-GOYERKOR   ElKO. 

Sir,  Admiralty  Office,  9th  October,  1799.  9  Oct. 

In  return  to  your  letter  of  this  day's  date  requesting  that  King's  son. 
your  son  Philip  Eling  may  be  placed  on  the  list  of  candidates 
for  admission  into  the  Royal  Academy  at  Portsmouth,  I  am  com- 
manded by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  acquaint 
you  that  directions  are  given  for  that  purpose. 

I  am, 
Evan  Nepean. 

GOYERNMENT  AKD  GeHERAL  OeDBR. 

9th  October,  1799. 
Whereas  a  number  of  the  public  labouring  servants  of  the  Crown  oonvicto 
have  very  lately  absconded  from  their  duty,  and  are  many  of  them  •«»P»nK. 
said  to  have  taken  to  the  woods,  and  do  of  course  mean  to  live  by 
robbery ;  others  are  supposed  to  be  concealed  in  ships  now  about 
to  depart  from  this  port :  This  public  notice  is  given  that  none  of  Warniugr  to 
those  concerned  in  concealing  such  worthless  characters  may  plead  aiding  them. 
ignorance ;  that  any  officer  or  man  belonging  to  ships  who  shall  be 
known  to  have  countenanced  or  assisted  convicts  in  making  their 
escape  shall  be  taken  out  of  the  ship,  detained,  and  punish^  with 
the  utmost  severity  of  the  law;  and  as  the  most  strict  and  scrupu- 
lous search  will  take  place  on  board  for  every  convict  who  may  be 
found  concealed  or  suffered  to  remain  on  board  without  regular 
permission,  so  many  of  the  ship's  company  shall  be  taken  out  and 
detained  for  daring  to  encourage  such  escape. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

The  Duke  op  Portland  to  The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  19fch  October,  1799.         woct 

I  have  but  too  much  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  the  practice  Spirits 
of  persons  going  from  the  East  Indies  to  the  colony  in  New  South  '^°*  ^"^*"' 
Wales  to  take  on  board  their  ships  great  quantities  of  spirits, 
which  are  disposed  of  to  the  settlers,  and  even  to  such  of  the 
convicts  as  can  afford  to  purchase  them^  by  which  means  the  fruits  Fernioiom 
of  their  industry,  consisting  of  their  live  stock  and  every  other  ^f^  ^ 
article  of  provisicm,  as  also  of  cloathing,  become  sacrificed  to  the  colonists. 
exorbitant  demands  of  those  who  retail  that  pernicious  article, 
and  the  improvement  of  the  settlement  is  very  much  retarded,  and 
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19  Oct. 

Exportation 
from  India 
to 


the  public  expences  incurred  on  its  account  are  proportionablj  in- 
creased. I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
take  the  proper  steps  for  preventing  the  exportation  of  spirits  from 
the  diffi^rent  Presidencies  in  India  to  that  colony,  as  it  is  intended 
in  future  to  send  from  this  country  such  a  quantity  of  spirits  as 
may  be  judged  necessary  for  the  consumption  of  the  colony  in 
order  that  it  may  not  be  distributed,  except  under  proper  licences 
and  certificates,  to  be  granted  by  the  Governor  of  the  settlement. 

I  am,  ^c, 
Portland. 


23  Oct. 


Port  wine 
for  the 


to  be  sold  at 
cost  price. 


Under  Secretary  King  to  The  Transport  CoMMissiONERa. 

Gentlemen,  Whitehall,  23rd  October,  1799. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  desire  you  to 
purchase  ten  pipes  of  red  port  wine,  for  the  use  of  the  civil  and 
military  officers  of  the  settlement  at  New  South  "Wales ;  and  that 
as  much  of  it  as  can  be  stowed  on  board  the  Speedy  may  be  sent 
by  that  conveyance,  and  the  rest  by  the  first  vessel  that  may  be 
chartered  for  that  settlement. 

As  this  wine  is  intended  to  be  sold  in  small  quantities  at  prime 
cost  (a  reasonable  allowance  for  freight^  d:c.,  being  to  be  added  to 
such  prime  cost),  it  will  be  necessary  to  specify  in  the  invoice  the 
price  at  which  it  is  to  be  retailed,  and  that  the  said  wine  should 
be  consigned  to  the  care  and  direction  of  the  Governor  at  Sydney. 

I  am,  &C., 
John  King. 


24  Oct 

£ngifni 
Bond's 
resignation. 


Lieutenant 
Cnmmings. 


Under  Secretary  King  to  Colonel  Calvert. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  24th  October,  1799. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  having  received  information  from 
the  Governor  of  New  South  Wales  that  Ensign  Bond,  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Corps,  ^  has  resigned  his  Commission  in  that  Corps, 
and,  as  it  appears,  evidently  with  a  view  of  avoiding  being  brought 
to  a  Court-martial  for  endeavouring  to  stir  up  a  mutiny  among  the 
convicts  on  board  the  Barwell,  East  Indiaman,t  whilst  on  their 
passage  to  New  South  Wales,  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  in- 
formation of  Sir  William  Fawcett,  that  under  these  circumstances 
his  Grace  has  thought  proper  to  give  directions  for  Mr.  Bond's 
being  sent  to  this  country  by  the  first  opportunity.  I  am  further 
to  acquaint  you,  for  Sir  William  Fawcett's  information,  that  his 
Grace  understands  Lieutenant  Cummins^s,  an  officer  at  present  in 

*  See  Hunter*8  letter  to  Portland,  12th  Septenioer,  1798,  ante,  p.  48S ;  and  Portland  to 
Hunter,  6th  November,  1799,  post,  p.  787,  in  which  the  Duke  expreaaed  his  Ofpinion  that 
Bond  ou^ht  not  to  have  been  allowed  to  resign. 

t  The  inauiry  before  the  Vice- Admiralty  Ck>urt  at  Sydney  into  the  drcumstanoee  of  the 
mutinv  on  the  Barwell  will  be  found  on  p.  45S,  ante. 
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the  New  Soutli  Wales  Corps,  still  continues  to  receive  pay,  not-  1790 
withstanding  his  having  long  since  resigned  his  Commission  in  the  24  ocu 
regiment.  I  am,  &c., 

— —  J.  King. 

Discovery  op  Hunter  River.*  26  0cl 

"When  the  last  accounts  left  New  South  Wales,  the  Gk>vemor  Discovery  of 
was  going  to  send  Lieut.  John  Shortland  (first  lieutenant  of  his  Hunter 
Majesty's  ship  Reliance)  in  the  Colonial  schooner,  to  survey  the 
coast.  Some  months  previous  Lieutenant  Shortland  discovered 
a  very  fine  river,  which  it  is  thought  will  prove  of  great  advan- 
tage to  the  colony,  as,  from  the  survey  he  then  had  an  opportunity 
of  taking,  he  thinks  vessels  from  60  to  250  tons  may  load  there, 
and  be  completely  landlocked.  The  river  lays  N.N.K  about  63 
or  65  miles  from  Port  Jackson. 


A  Letter  from  Sydney.! 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  who  went  passenger  in     26  Oct 
the  Barwell,  Capt.  Cameron,  to  New  South  Wales,  Sydney 
Cove,  Sept.  5,  1798:— 
The  loss  of  the  Lady  Shore,  Captain  Willcocks,  which  I  men-  Loes  of  the 
tioned  in  my  letter  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  has  reduced  ^^^  ^^^^ 
this  colony  to  great  distress  for  supplies,  and  the  appearance  of 
an  English  ship  off  their  coast  revived  the  drooping  spirits  of 
the  people,  and  dif^sed  universal  joy  around.     You  will  judge  of 
their  situation  when  I  tell  you  that,  some  months  previous  to 
our  arrival,  tea  had  eagerly  been  bought  at  four  guineas  a  lb.  ;  Famine 
soft  sugar  at  7s.  6d.  per  lb. ;  spirits,  of  a  very  inferior  quality  prioea. 
indeed,  at  four  pounds  per  gallon ;  tobacco  at  24s.  per  lb. ;  and 
every  other  article  extravagantly  dear  in  proportion.     After  so 
long  and  serious  a  dearth,  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  we  could 
administer  much  to  the  general  necessities  of  so  extensive  a  colony; 
but  it  broke  the  ice,  and  was  a  relief  truly  welcome. 

More  than  twelve  tedious  months  had  lingered  away  since  the  No  vessel  for 
inhabitants  had  hailed  one  vessel  in  their  harbour  ;  but  soon  after  JJ^ntJs. 
our  arrival  no  less  than  six  entered  the  Cove,  close  upon  the  heels 
of  each  other.     The  Britannia,  from  England,  with  female  con- 
victs, came  in  early  in  July,  and  since  then  we  have  had  several 

•  Reprinted  from  the  True  Briton  of  25th  October,  1799.  The  river  was  named  Hunter 
Kiver,  in  honor  of  Governor  Hunter,  by  Lieutenant  Shortland,  its  discoverer.  The  native 
nane  of  the  river  was  *'Coquon."  Shortland  discovered  the  river  in  September,  1797, 
^ben  in  quest  of  convicts  who  had  seized  the  Cumberland— the  Oovemment  boat  for  trading^ 
to  the  Hawlcesbury.— Ante,  pp.  347,  481.  As  early  as  June,  1796,  a  party  of  fishermen 
>^rted  the  discovery  of  gofa  in  the  vicinity  of  Port  Stq[>hens.— Collins,  voL  i,  p.  484 ; 
^w-  ii,  p.  48. 

In  the  Christian  Ohterver,  Julj*,  1802,  appeared  the  following  paragraph :—"  Governor 
&ing  had  formed  a  small  settlement  at  Hunter  River  for  the  purpose  of  working  the  ooal, 
Which  tg  of  the  same  nature  with  that  of  Newcastle." 

t  Reprinted  from  the  Trw  Briton  of  26th  October,  1799. 
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Krfttiates 
himself  with 
the  captain 
and  omcers, 


and  is 

pardoned  by 
Hunter. 


South  Seft  whalers,  which  have  made  the  pkioe  all  alive,  and  the 
neceesaiieB  of  life  are  now  become  tolerable  reasonable,  nor  is  there 
much  danger  of  their  ever  being  so  scarce  again. 

The  arrival  of  a  Judge- Advocate  in  this  colony  has  given  uni- 
versal satisfaction  to  all  ranks  and  descriptions  of  people.  Bv 
what  I  can  learn,  that  appointment  has  been  heretofore  very 
unequally  filled;  and  a  professional  gentleman  was  much  wanted: 
perhaps  ability  has  yielded  to  the  mens  sihi  canscia  recti,  and  in 
that  case,  one  would  make  the  most  liberal  allowanoe.  Mr.  Dore, 
who  now  fills  the  office,  I  have  no  other  knowledge  of  than  seeing 
him  occasionaUy  in  the  cabin  on  our  passage  ;  but  I  can  venture 
to  assert  ih&tf  whilst  the  qualities  of  the  gentleman  and  the 
scholar  are  held  in  estimation,  the  present  Judge- Advocate  will 
be  respected  and  admired. 

Mr.  Robinson,  the  attorney,  whose  memorable  attack  upon  Mr. 
Oldham  produced  so  memorable  a  prosecution  against  him,  came 
also  in  the  Barwell;  and  from  the  superiority  of  his  manners 
and  behaviour,  ingratiated  himself  so  happily  with  the  captain 
and  officers  as  to  be  allowed  a  situation  entirely  remote  and 
detached  from  the  convicts,  where,  in  a  mess  composed  of  some 
passengers,  the  boatswain,  gunner,  and  steward,  he  was  indulged 
every  day  with  a  bottle  of  wine  and  a  cover  from  the  captain's  table. 

I  rather  think  that  he  had  been  particularly  zealous  in  favour 
of  the  ship,  and  in  the  interests  of  the  officers,  when  the  mutiny 
(which  doubtless  you  have  heard  of)  broke  out,  soon  after  the 
Barwell  left  the  Cape  ;  but  what  Mr.  Bobinson  has  most  to  boast 
of  is  the  fortunate  event  of  Mr.  Dore  having  taken  notice  of  him 
at  an  early  period  of  the  passage ;  and  I  cannot  say  but  it  gave 
me  some  pleasure  when  I  understood  that  so  soon  as  the  Judge- 
Advocate  opened  his  Commission  he  appointed  Mr.  Kobinson 
(under  the  Governor's  sanction)  his  secretary  and  chief  clerk, 
which  very  lucrative  and  distinguished  situation  he  immediately 
held  and  now  holds,  with  every  prospect  of  affluence  and  happi- 
ness. But  this  was  not  all :  through  the  same  benevolent  channel, 
his  Excellency  was  induced  to  give  Mr.  Bobinaon  his  pardon  on 
the  8th  of  June  last,  when  he  had  scarcely  been  a  fortnight  in  the 
colony  ;  and  he  that  a  few  months  since  called  himself  a  victim 
to  the  severity  of  offended  law  is  now  the  elevated  object  of  his 
country's  clemency. 


28  Oct 

Rum  from 

theEttst 

Indies. 


East  India  Company  to  The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 
Sir,  East  India  House,  28th  October,  1799. 

We  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  23rd  instant, 
enclosing  one  from  the  Duke  of  Portland,  relative  to  the  importa- 
tion of  spirits  into  the  settlement  at  New  South  Wales  from  the 
East  Indies ;  and  we  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  measures 


IMPOBTAnON  OF  8PIBITS — ^PAPEE  CUBEENCY.  729 

will  be  taken  bj  the  Conrt  of  Directors  to  prevent,  as  far  as  in      1799 
tbem  lies,  the  exportation  of  spirits  from  ,the  Company's  ResidencieB     ^s  oot 
in  India  to  that  settlement  in  fnture.     We  subjoin,  for  his  Grace's 
information,  a  memorandum  of  the  quantity  of  rum  exported  from 
Calcutta  to  New  South  Wales  in  1796-7  and  1797-8,  with  the 
value  thereof.  We  are,  Aa, 

s.  w.  n,  lushington. 

Hugh  Inglis. 

Bum  Exported  to  New  South  Wales.  Quantity  of 

rum  ex- 
In  1796-7,  25,000  gallons ;  value,  18,570  rupees.  ported  to 

In  1797-8,  1 1, 138  gaUons ;  value,  9,745  rupees.  WaTee**^ 

A  Letteb  prom  Sydney.* 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  on  board  the  ship  Indispensable,  dated     si  Oct. 
Sidney  Cove,  Port  Jackson,  Sept.  8,  1798. 

Dear  Father,  Botany  Bay. 

An  opportunity  now  c^ers  by  the  sailing  of  the  Barwell  Theoiarket 
for  China  of  informing  you  I  am  still  amongst  the  living.  By**®*  **' 
my  last  letter  I  informed  you  of  my  having  laid  in  an  investment 
at  the  Cape  for  this  place.  The  market  at  present  is  very  bad. 
The  Barwell  having  brought  a  large  cargo  from  England,  a  vessel 
of  300  tons  lately  having  arrived  from  Bengal,  and  an  American 
vessel  from  the  Mauritius,  with  a  cargo  of  tobacco  and  spirits. 
These  vessels  have  drained  the  place  of  all  the  cash.  They  are, 
however,  all  on  the  point  of  sailing,  so  that  we  shall  shortly  be 
able  to  make  our  own  markets ;  at  least  till  the  corn-bills  begin 
to  float  again  :  this  you  will  want  an  explanation  of. 

The  farmers  who  raise  com,  pork,   (ka,  deliver  it  into  the  Method  of 
Government  storehouses,  and  receive  a  promissory-note  for  the  i*y"*®°*- 
amount  of  each  delivery;!  these  notes  circulate  till  they  fall  into  Currency  of 
the  hands  of  the  officers  and  other  traders  (for  an  officer  in  this  keepers' 
5th  division  of  the  Globe  is  nothing  more  than  a  dealer) ;  these  woeipts- 
people  pay  them  again  to  the  captains  and  officers  of  the  ships 
who  bring  investments,  who  carry  these  bills  to  the  Commissary, 
who  gives  them  bills  upon  the  Treasury  for  the  whole  amount. 
Those  bills  are  seldom  paid  till  about  six  months  after  they  are 
presented,  and  if  carried  anywhere  else,  viz.,  to  China,  Bengal, 
<tc.,  they  lose  30  per  cent,  of  their  value ;  so  that  a  merchant 
ought  to  be  well  paid  for  bringing  his  merchandise  to  this  port ; 
and,  candidly  speaking,  he  generally  is.    The  Paymaster's  bills  are 
better,  being  paid  as  soon  as  due. 

You  would  be  surprised  at  the  amazing  fertility  of  some  parts  Fertiuty  of 
of  the  country.    There  are  many  fanns  at  this  present  moment  ^^  ^^ 

*  Reprinted  from  St,  Jameifi  CknmieU  of  Slst  October,  1799. 

t  The  Dake  of  Portland,  in  hk  letter  of  5th  November,  1799,  oezanxed  Hunter  for  allowing 
the  Commiaauy  to  issue  fheee  notea.— Poet,  p.  784. 
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1790      covered  with  150  and  200  acres  of  wheat,  just  coming  into  ear. 
31  Oct.      They  grow  great  quantities  of  Indian  corn,  pease,  beans,  cabbages, 
and  vegetables  of  all  kinds ;  fruit-trees,  though  in  their  in^t 
state,  flourish  and  bear  plentifully. 

The  lost  The  strayed  cattle,  of  which  no  doubt  you  have  heard,  are  now 

**"  ^'  separated  into  three  herds,  and  were  about  230  in  number  when 

last  seen.  They  are  of  an  uncommon  size,  and  very  fierce.  An 
old  horse,  which  in  England  would  be  valued  at  £5  for  dog's  meat, 
sells  here  for  100  guineas. 

Coaj,  rrck.        Since  the  last  accounts  have  been  sent  home  they  have  discovered 

marbi&  an  abundance  of  coals  and  rocksalt,  also  some  marble.  The  coast 
abounds  with  f  reestona 

Black  swaofl.  A  few  days  since  I  chased  a  flock  of  black  swans  (you  may  smfle, 
but  it  is  an  absolute  fact)  above  15  miles  down  the  river,  but  could 
not  get  a  shot  at  them,  they  are  so  very  shy. 

*'Ai)i^8aiit,      The  Governor  is  a  pleasant,  sensible  old  man.     A  number  of 

man."  missionaries,  who  were  sent  to  the  Sandwich  and  other  Pacilic 

Islands,  arrived  here  a  few  months  since.  One  of  them  holds 
forth  at  this  place,  and  gains  by  far  a  greater  congregation  than 
either  of  the  ordained. 

jn^Scoteh  I  have  seen  Palmer  and  Margarott,  but  have  never  been  in 
^"'  either  of  their  companies.  Gerald  and  Skirving  are  both  gone,  it 
is  to  be  hoped  to  a  better  place.  Margarott  is  in  general  liked, 
as  a  quiet  man,  very  seldom  making  his  appearance.  Palmer,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  is  in  general  disliked,  being  of  a  litigious  and 
troublesome  disposition.  His  situation  has  most  likely  rendered 
him  peevish ;  so  say  his  neighbours.     Muir,  it  is  here  reported,  is 

BarringtoD.  dead.  Barrington  is  a  man  of  very  genteel  address.  I  have  drank 
a  glass  of  grog  in  his  house.  He  is  head  constable  at  Parramatta^ 
and  is  much  respected.     He  is  a  pleasant  conversable  man. 

Fftrraxnatta.  Parranjatta  is,  or  rather  was,  intended  to  be  the  principal  settle- 
ment. It  is  a  pleasant  spot  for  a  town.  A  new  settlement,  about 
50  miles  N.E.  (sic)  of  this  place,  is  by  far  the  best  soil  yet  found. 
The  ground  around  this  Cove  is  bad,  but,  however,  will  answer  the 
purpose  of  building  a  town.  This  is,  I  believe,  one  of  the  best 
harbours  in  the  known  world. 

Aro^h  "We  expect  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight  to  sail  on  a  cruise  for 

two  months,  off  the  coast,  to  fish.  We  had  a  very  rugged  passajsje 
from  the  Cape  here  ;  lost  two  of  our  boats  and  one  man,  two  other 
boats  stove  to  pieces,  and  a  number  of  spars  washed  overboard. 

I  hope  I  shall  by  the  next  vessel  be  able  to  give  you  a  better 
account  of  the  markets. 

In  the  meantime,  believe  me,  Yours,  &c., 

John  Black.* 

*  John  Black  had  been  purser  on  the  convict  ithip  Lady  Shore ;  togetiier  with  other 
officers,  he  was  turned  adrift  by  the  mutineers.— Ante,  pp.  382, 418. 
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Th£  London  Missionary  Sogibtt  to  Governor  Hunter.  1700 

Sir,  October,  1799.  Oct 

Whereas  several  individuals  sent  out  to  the  South  Sea  Renuyvai  of 
Islands  by  the  London  Missionary  Society,  with  a  view  to  intro-  Sjjlf*^*'**' 
dace  among  the  natives  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion  J^j!?^***  *° 
and  of  civilization,  have  removed  from  Otaheite  to  New  South   ^    *^* 
Wales,  we  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  in  the  letter 
which  our  Society  are  sending  them  by  this  opportunity  we  express 
to  them  our  expectation  that  they  will  be  disposed  to  embrace  any 
occasion  which  may  offer  to  promote  these  objects  in  the  situation 
wherein  they  are  now  placed,  or  in  any  other  which  may  present  a 
favourable  opening  for  attempting  the  improvement  and  instruc- 
tion of  the  uncivilized  part  of  mankind ;  and  presuming  that  in 
order  to  carry  such  an  object  into  effect  it  may  require  some 
pecuniary  assistance,  we  have  informed  them  that  we  have  re- 
quested and  authorized  your  Excellency  to  draw  on  our  Treasurer  Htinter 
(the  undersigned)  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds,  which  is  to  JJildSSS 
be  considered  as  a  fund  not  applicable  to  their  private  purposes,  them  £aoo. 
except  there  should  be  some  very  urgent  occasion  for  it,  but  for 
the  purposes  of  the  conversion  and  civilization  of  the  heathen. 
The  brethren  are  to  unite  in  their  application  for  this  money,  and 
state  to  your  Excellency  the  occasion  on  which  they  are  desirous 
of  its  appropriation.     The  regard  which  you  feel  for  the  welfare 
and  improvement  of  the  human  race  will,  we  trust,  be  an  efficacious 
apology  in  our  behalf  for  the  freedom  we  now  take. 
By  order  of  the  Directors  of  the  Missionary  Society. 
I  have,  <S:c., 

Joseph  Hardcastle, 
Treasurer  to  the  Missionary  Society. 

[Extracts.] 
The  London  Missionary  Society  to  The  Missionaries  at 

Sydney. 
The  colony  in  which  you  now  reside  is  rapidly  encreasing  in  New  south 
population,  and  from  its  peculiar  construction  presents  an  inviting  minrionaiy 
opening  for  evangelical  labours.     You  are  connected  with  a  state  fleid. 
of  society  peculiarly  depraved,  but  yet  so  circumstanced  as  to 
render  the  Gospel  more  especially  seasonable  and  suitable  to  them, 
and  you  will  seriously  consider  by  what  plan  of  proceeding  your 

residence  among  them  can  promote  the  most  extensive  good. 

******* 

There  is  one  branch  of  duty,  however,  of  peculiar  importance  for  EducaUon  of 
the  discharge  of  which  we  hope  most  of  you  are  qualified,  and  ^^^y^^'^^fi^- 
which  is  equally  incumbent  on  the  preacher  and  on  the  lay  brother; 
we  refer  to  the  education  and  religious  instruction  of  the  children 
both  of  the  convicts  and  the  poor  colonists  and  of  as  many  of  the 
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1799 

Oct. 

An  im* 
portant 
part  of 
ipinioury 
duty. 


Conversion 
of  the 
nativee. 


Norfolk 
bland. 


Lieutenant- 
Governor 
King. 


The 
chaplains. 


nati^«  heftthe&B  as  yoa  oan  prooaie  asnd  attend  to.  In.  tliis  great 
duty  the  women  also  may  be  of  peculiar  use,  and  although  an 
assiduous  attention  to  this  employment  may  be  less  gratifying 
than  public  preaching,  it  is  no  less  necessary,  and  may  in  its 
consequences  be  as  benieficial ;  and  as  it  implies  more  self-denial, 
patience,  and  humility,  it  affords  at  least  as  fair  a  proof  of  the 
true  missionary  spirit.  The  subject  is  in  our  estimation  so  very 
important  that  we  not  only  press  it  on  your  attention,  but  desire 
you  will  inform  us  in  all  your  letters  what  progress  you  make 
therein. 

Altho',  brethren,  your  present  situation  connects  you  mare 
with  those  who  bear  the  Christian  name  than  with  heathens,  yet 
we  trust  you  will  find  opportunity  of  attempting  the  conversion  of 
the  latter,  and  thus  accomplish  the  object  to  which  you  were  more 
immediately  set  apart.  We  are  not  acquainted  with  the  degree 
of  probability  there  may  be  of  suitable  occasions  of  this  nature, 
but  whenever  they  occur  we  hope  the  recollection  of  your  solemn 
designation  to  the  service  of  Goid  among  the  heathen  will  induce 
you  to  embrace  them.  We  suggest  to  you  also  the  consideration 
of  the  propriety  of  two  of  your  number,  with  the  concurrence  of 
Governor  King,  settling  at  Norfolk  Island,  if  it  appears  that  by 
means  of  public  preaching  and  the  instruction  of  children  the 
interests  of  Christianity  are  likely  to  be  promoted  there. 

We  have  great  satisfaction  in  informing  you  that  this  gentleman 
will  afford  you  his  countenance  in  the  prosecution  of  your  mission- 
ary duty,  and  we  desire  that  you  will  pay  due  deference  to  his 
suggestions  and  seek  the  advantage  of  his  judgment  on  all  occasions 
of  importance.  We  doubt  not  you  will  also  shew  all  possible  respect 
and  affection  to  the  Bevd.  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Marsden,  and  use 
all  your  influence  to  increase  the  attachment  of  the  colonists  both 
to  their  persons  and  their  ministry.  Indeed,  we  trust  you  will 
become  an  honourable  example  to  all  around  you  of  cheerful  sub- 
mission to  the  laws  and  government  of  the  colony  and  of  respect 
to  those  into  whose  hands  authority  is  committed. 


The  means  of 
subsistence. 


Danger  of 
idleness. 


From  the  state  of  things  at  the  colony,  and  also  from  your  own 
letters,  we  infer  that  by  means  of  your  exertions  the  necessaries 
of  life  may  be  procured,  and  we  trust  you  will  be  examples  of 
patient  industry,  humility,  and  contentment  to  all  around  yoa. 
We  should  deem  it  a  misfortune  to  you  if  the  means  of  subsis- 
tence were  to  be  obtained  without  labour,  as  we  are  persuaded 
that  a  state  of  ease  and  inaction  would  be  extremely  injurious  to 
your  spiritual  pros|)erity  and  impede  your  usefulness.  We  trust, 
therefore,  it  will  not  be  needful  on  your  account  that  our  Insti- 
tution should  be  liable  to  any  farther  expence,  but  as  it  may 
happen  that  you  may  be  encouraged  to  attempt  the  pramotiaii 
of  our  Saviour's  Kingdom  in  different  ways  which  we  cannot 
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here  anticipate,  aod  which  may  oocasioii  aa  expence  which  you      1789 
may  not  be  able  conveniently  to  sustain,  we  think  it  right  to         oct. 
authorize  the  Grovemor  of  the  colony  in  such  a  case  to  draw  upon       — r 
our  Treasurer  as  much  as  ma^  be  requisite,  not  exceeding  the  draw  upon 
sum  of  two  hundred  pounds.     This  you  will  consider  as  a  fund  ^yemor. 
lodged  with  him  for  evangelical  purposes,  and  not  applicable  to 
private  or  individual  convenience,  except  in  a  case  of  great 
urgency.     The   request  to  be  made   to  the  Grovemor  on  this 
occasion  must  be  sanctioned  by  the  whole  body  of  the  brethren^ 
or  as  many  of  them  as  may  continue  to  reside  in  New  Holland  at 
any  of  our  present  settlements. 


The  Duke  op  Portland  to  Governor  Hujiteb. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  5th  November,  1799.  6Nov. 

I  have  laid  before  the  King  your  letters  of  the  dates  and  Huntw's 
numbers  mentioned  in  the  margin.*  *'***^  ^ 

Before  I  enter  into  the  particulars  of  those  dispatches  I  must  Norefcums 
observe  to  you  that  the  last  general  return  which  you  have  trans-  "*"**  ^^^' 
mitted  me  from  the  settlement  is  as  far  back  as  the  31st  of  August, 
1796,  and  I  must  remind  you  that,  besides  the  general -return  of 
the  whole  settlement  and  of  the  returns  in  store  in  the  usual 
form,  you  are  instructed  to  send  returns  of  all  other  articles  in 
store,  with  a  list  of  such  as  are  or  will  be  at  a  certain  period  more 
particularly  wanted,  instead  of  attending  to  which  regular  mode 
of  proceeding  you  have  left  it  to  be  gathered  and  collected  as  it 
could  from  detached  parts  of  your  correspondence  what  was  the 
state  of  the  settlement  in  regard  to  supplies  of  every  description. 

Your  letter  No.  33 1  states  the  arrival  of  the  Barwell  "with  a  storefl 
few  stores,"  and  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  my  letter  of  the  31st  fc™J^** 
of  August,  1797.      Upon  examination  of  the  lists  and  bills  of  BarweU. 
loading  inclosed  in  that  letter,  and  upon  a  comparison  being  made 
of  them  with  the  stores  brought  over  by  the  Barwell  (which  it 
was  your  duty  to  have  done),  you  could  not  but  have  seen  that 
they  included,  amongst  a  great  variety  of  others,  every  one  of  the 
particular  articles  which  in  No.  33  you  state  the  settlement  to  be 
most  in  need  of,  the  value  of  all  which  you  would  also  have  found 
amounted  to  £2,261  10s.  7d.  prime  cost,  exclusive  of  thirty  tons 
of  steel  and  iron,  of  which  the  last-mentioned  article  made  the 
principal  part.  Bill,  drawn 

You  inform  me  that  part  of  the  expences  for  discharging,  which  for  expenses 
you  drew  bills  on  your  first  arrival  at  the  settlement,  were  incurred^5o^»or. 

*1796.— lOth  January,  Na  80,  ante,  p.  Stt;  16th  Febraary,  No.  31,  ante,  p.  366;  lit 
afaich,  eepantte,  ante,  p.  868 ;  2nd  March,  No.  32,  ante,  p.  366 :  26th  May,  No.  83,  ante,, 
p.  386 ;  Ist  July,  No.  84,  ante,  p.  408 ;  26^  July,  BepuMo  ana  particuJar,  ante,  p.  418 ; 
20th  August,  No.  35,  ante,  p.  448 ;  20th  Aurat,  No.  86,  ante,  pi  440;  7th  September,  No. 
37,  ante,  p.  476 ;  25tfa  September,  ante,  p.  482. 

t  Ante,  p.  386. 
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by  your  predecessor ;  a  fact  which,  when  I  consider  the  very  large 
amount  of  these  bills,  I  am  willing  to  hope  may  be  the  case ;  but 
as  it  does  not  appear  to  this  moment  that  a  single  voucher  or 
letter  of  explanation  has  accompanied  any  one  of  your  bills,  you 
must  necessarily  be  answerable  for  them  all  until  such  time  as 
satisfactory  accounts  and  vouchers  are  produced  in  support  of  them. 

The  extreme  irregularity  of  the  Commissaiys  being  allowed  to 
issue  notes  for  articles  of  provision  is  a  circumstance  which  I 
cannot  pass  over  without  marking  with  my  most  decided  disappro- 
bation. Such  notes,  if  necessary  to  be  granted  at  all,  should  not 
only  be  subscribed  but  be  issued  by  the  Governor  upon  returns 
made  to  him  that  the  articles  for  which  they  have  been  given  in 
payment  have  been  first  properly  examined  and  lodged  in  the 
public  stores. 

I  trust  that  the  order  which  prohibits  any  officer,  civil  or 
military,  from  being  allowed  to  receive  provisions  from  the  public 
stores  for  more  than  two  convicts  of  any  description  whatever  has 
been  strictly  enforced  from  the  time  it  was  received,  and  that 
particular  care  has  been  taken  that  all  those  of  that  description 
beyond  that  number  have  been  clothed  and  fed  at  the  expence  of 
the  individual  officer  who  has  been  permitted  to  employ  them. 

I  cannot  but  be  apprehensive  that  that  part  of  your  Public 
Orders  of  the  25th  June,  1798,*  which  informs  the  inhabitants 
"  that  you  are  assured  by  the  officers  that  they  will  most  readily 
stand  forward  in  behalf  of  the  whole  colony,  and  purchase  from 
ships  calling  here  whatever  goods  or  comforts  they  may  have  for 
sale,  and  that  every  person  having  money  to  purchase  may  claim 
their  proportion  of  such  purchase  without  the  assistance  of  any 
other  agent,  which  will  be  the  means  of  their  receiving  the  articles 
at  a  much  lower  rate,  and  that  this  being  the  case  every  person 
is  desired  to  keep  the  possession  of  their  own  money  until  they 
are  apprized  by  public  notice  that  a  cargo  has  been  brought,  the 
officers  having  undertaken  the  trouble  of  officiating  as  agents  for 
the  general  benefit  of  the  whole  colony,"!  has  been  considered  as  a 
sanction  to  officers  engaging  in  traffic,  and  as  an  apology  for  the 
proceedings  which  I  have  but  too  much  reason  to  fear  may  be 
found  to  have  disgraced  his  Majesty's  service  in  the  persons  of 
several  of  the  officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps.  I  am 
willing,  however,  to  hope  that  the  instructions  which  you  have 
received  on  this  subject,  and  the  orders  with  which  Colonel  Patter- 
son was  charged  on  his  departure  from  this  country,  |  will  have 
put  an  effectual  stop  to  this  evil. 

•  Ante,  p.  406. 

t  The  text  of  this  agreement  between  the  officers  and  principel  inhabitants  will  be  fdond 
on  pp.  405,  406,  ante.  Honter,  in  liis  reply  to  certain  anonymous  charges  whidi  bed  bees 
made  ajninat  him  (post,  p.  744),  appears  to  have  regarded  this  agreement  as  an  attempt  to 
deceive  him,  and  assured  Portland  that  *'  liad  this  proposal  been  followed  up,  an  end  wouM 
have  been  put  to  the  oppressive  monopolies  complained  of,  but  it  was  not  sa" 

:  Ante,  pp.  639,  64a 
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As  you  represent  the  utility  which  would  be  derived  to  the      1790 
settlement  from  the  establishment  of  a  public  store  under  the      6Nov. 
direction  of  Government  for  the  retail  sale  of  various  articles,  I  .    — 
know  not  how  to  account  for  your  not  having  adverted  to  the  store, 
directions  which  were  transmitted  to  you  for  that  very  purpose 
in  my  letter  of  the  31st  August,  1797,*  by  which  you  would  have 
found  that  you  were  directed  to  receive  the  value  of  the  articles 
to  be  sent  from  hence  in  grain  and  live  stock  from  the  settlers 
and  others  purchasing  the  same,  as  that  letter  must  have  been  in 
your  possession  at  the  time  of  your  writing. 

You  mention  your  having  erected  a  few  redoubts  and  having  Arms  and 
repaired  a  battery,  but  that  you  are  in  want  of  small  arms,  ammu-  ^^^*' 
nition,  &c.     These  articles,  with  four  cannon,  have  been  sent  to 
you  by  the  Walker,  South  Sea  whaler. 

It  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  necessary  to  appoint  any  other  An  engineer* 
engineer  than  such  officer  as,  upon  communication  with  Colonel 
Patterson,  shall  be  judged  most  competent  to  that  service. 

You  state  that  there  is  a  sufficiency  of  salt  provisions  in  the 
colony  to  last  till  the  spring  of  this  year,  in  addition  to  which 
upwards  of  700,000  lb.  weight  of  salt  provisions  have  been  sent 
to  the  settlement. 

You  also  gave  it  as  your  opinionf  that  if  proper  salt-pans,  salt-  Arrange- 
petre,  and  coarse  sugar  were  sent  to  Norfolk  Island  it  would  be  ISTS^'Sork. 
able  to  supply  New  South  Wales  with  a  quantity  of  salt  pork. 
As  for  salt-pans,  you  should  not  be  ignorant  that  they  were  long 
since  sent  to  New  South  Wales,  and  it  must  have  depended  upon 
yourself  by  proper  application  to  have  been  supplied  with  salt- 
petre by  means  of  the  vessels  which  have  resorted  to  you  from 
the  East  Indies.  At  all  events,  therefore,  as  I  have  heretofore 
observed,  the  experiment  of  salting  pork  in  Norfolk  Island  ought 
long  since  to  have  been  made,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  have 
succeeded,  and  will  succeed  perfectly  well  without  the  article  of 
brown  sugar. 

The  additional  allowance  required  by  Mr.  Balmain  of  5s.  per  Allowance 
diem  for  attending  the  sick  sailors  in  the  hospital,  in  lieu  of  13s.  ^i^n. 
4d.  now  allowed  for  every  cure,  is  a  matter  of  arrangement  which 
must  be  made  with  the  Navy  Board  or  Admiralty,  and  cannot  be 
included  in  the  estimate  for  New  South  Wales. 

In  consequence  of  the  requisition  you  have  transmitted  for  Hospital 
•  medical  and  hospital  stores,  I  have  directed  the  articles  specified  ■***"•• 
in  the  inclosed  list  to  be  sent  by  the  Speedy.  J 

I  have  examined  the  statement  you  have  transmitted  of  the  Expenacsof 
expences  incurred  in  New  South  Wales  and  Norfolk  Island — the  ^rfSt*"^ 
first  for  one  year  and  ten  months,  ending  the  30th  June,  1798,  Wand, 
amounting  to  £34,822  Is.  4d. ;  and  the  latter  for  a  year  and  a  half, 
amounting  to  £9,669  Os.  6d.     According  to  thb  calculation,  the 
expences  incurred  in  New  South  Wales  for  the  time  stated  are  at 

•  Ante,  p.  297.  t  Ante,  p.  409.  t  The  list  of  articles  is  missing. 
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1700.      the  rate  of  somewhat  more  than  j&18,000  per  aiminn,  and  no  less 
5  29<2v.      i^^iBJL  ^29,177  Is.  Sd.  of  the  above  sum  is  for  grain  and  swine  s 
flesh.*   As  the  sums  hud  out  in  the  piircha«e  of  these  two  article3 
respectively  have  not  been  kept  distinct  and  separate,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  ascertain  what  part  of  the  total  sum  it  was  neoeasary  to 
apply  to  the  pnrchase  of  swine's  flesh,  and  what  to  that  of  grain ; 
CauMofthe  but  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  if  the  labour  of  the  men  and 
g^.  ^       women  convicts  who  have  been  victualled  at  the  public  store 
during  the  period  in  question,  with  the  exc^[>tion  only  of  the 
two  convicts  at  most  to  each  civil  and  military  officer,  had  been 
ffidrly  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  lands  for  the  account  of 
Government,  no  grain  whatever  need  have  been  purchased  for 
the  public  stores  during  that  period  ;  indeed,  tlie  fact  speaks  too 
plainly  of  itself  to  need  any  further  comment, 
nrovifliona.        With  respect  to  the  purchase  of  swine's  flesh  and  fresh  pro- 
visions, as  it  appears  that  you  had  a  supply  of  salt  pnwisions 
suffici^it  to  last  the  colony  till  the  spring  of  1799,  and  as  a 
further  supply  of  seven  hundred  thousand  pounds  weight  of  salt 
provisions  has  been  since  sent  to  the  colony,  I  have  a  right  to 
expect  to  find  that  the  charge  for  swine's  flesh  as  well  as  for  grain 
will  in  a  great  measure  have  ceased  from  the  30th  of  June,  1798, 
the  period  to  which  your  account  of  the  expence  above  mentioned 
is  made  up. 
oorrospoiv-        The  inclosures  referred  to  in  the  duplicates  of  my  letters  which 
itamiif    *  you  received  by  the  Harwell  were  transmitted  by  the  Porpoise, 
and  triplicates  will  now  be  conveyed  by  the  Speedy,  in  which 
Lt. -Governor  King  resumes  his  voyage,  after  having  been  most 
unfortunately  delayed  by  the  return  of  the  Porpoise  into  port. 
Anovnxkoe        jj.  jg  jj^y  intention  that  the  supply  of  stationery  to  the  amount 
Btationeiy.    of  £30  per  annum  shall  be  sent  out  annually  for  the  use  of  his 
Majesty's  Government  in  New  South  Wales,  and  a  supply  to 
that  amount  will  be  transmitted  to  you  by  this  conveyance. 
Port  wine         I  have  also  directed  ten  pipes  of  port  to  be  sent  by  the  Speedy, 
offiom.        o^  ^7  ^^®  ^^^  opportunity,  in  case  she  cannot  receive  them,  to 
be  disposed  of  amongst  the  civil  and  military  officers  at  prime 
cost,  without  any  other  additional  charge  than  what  may  be 
necessary  to  cover  the  expence  of  freight  and  insurance ;  bat 
with  respect  to  spirits,  the  unauthorised  and  unrestrained  sale 
of  which  has  been  so  destructive  to  the  colony,  you  will  find  by 
the  inclosed  copy  of  the  letterf  which  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Secretaiy 
Dundas  upon  that  subject  that  I  have  done  my  utmost  to  strike 
^n£tt^  **  *^®  ^^  ^^  ^^*  alarming  evil  by  preventing  the  exportation 
oi  it  from  that  quarter,  from  whence  I  understand  it  has  been 
most  generally  supplied ;{  and  I  cannot  but  be  sorry  to  find  myself 

*  See  endoture  No.  l^Hunter  to  Portlaad,  7%fa  September,  1796,  ante,  p.  47& 

t  This  letter  to  Dundu  will  be  found  in  iti  older  of  date  (llMi  October,  1790X  mate.  p.  735. 

X  Portland  here  refen  to  the  Eaet  Indlei. 
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under  the  necessity  of  calling  upon  you  to  consult  the  instructions       1799 
you  recei'ved  from  his  Majesty,  and  to  remind  you  of  the  direc-      5  Nov. 
tions  which  have  been  repeatedly  given  relative  to  the  restrictions 
under  which  such  spirits  as  are  admitted  into  the  colony  are  to 
be  disposed  of. 

I  have  laid  before  his  Royal  Highness  the  Commander-in-Cliief  The  resigna- 
your  report  of  the  conduct  of  the  late  Ensign  Bond,  whose  resig-  Ensign 
nation*  should  not  have  been  accepted,  as  it  was  evidently  given  ^"<*- 
in  with  a  view  to  defeat  his  being  tried  by  a  Court-martial.     As 
the  case  now  stands,  he  must  be  sent  home  by  the  very  first 
opportunity. 

On  the  subject  of  Norfolk  Island,  and  of  Captain  Townson's  Captain 
conduct  in  the  capacity  of  Lieut.-Govemor  of  it,t  there  can  be  no  ueotSoLnt 
doubt  that  it  is  his  duty  to  communicate  with  you  directly,  as  §JJJoUc*'  °' 
often  as  opportunities  offer  for  his  so  doing ;  at  the  same  time  it  island, 
is  no  less  hi^  duty,  in  consequence  of  the  unavoidable  separation 
between  you  and  him,  to  omit  no  opportunity  of  transmitting 
information  to  his  Majesty's  Government  whenever  he  is  so  for- 
tunate as  to  obtain  a  conveyance  for  it  by  means  of  any  vessel 
which  sails  from  Norfolk  Island  without  intending  to  touch  after- 
wards at  Port  Jackson. 

With  respect  to  the  island  itself,  I  am  sorry  to  be  under  the  state  of 
necessity  of  observing  that  it  appears  from  Captain  Townson's  ^^j^^ 
account  to  have  been  left  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  without 
receiving  that  assistance  from  you  which  he  had  represented  the 
island  to  stand  in  need  of.  Indeed,  it  appears  from  Captain 
Townson's  letter  to  me  of  the  9th  of  May,  1798,  to  have  been 
reduced  to  that  state  of  extremity  which  you  can  only  be  justified 
in  having  suffered  by  the  absolute  impossibility  of  relieving  it 
from  New  South  Wales,  a  case  of  which  it  is  very  difficult  to 
suppose  the  existence. 

Captain  Townson  observes  that  from  an  oversight  in  the  Judge-  Pardoned 
Advocate,  who  had  not  properly  explained  the  Patent  earlier,  nine  ^^Sm!" 
persons,  who  had  been  capitally  convicted,  have  received  condi- 
tional pardons  from  himself  and  Governor  King.  He  also  very 
properly  observes  on  the  dreadful  state  of  suspense  which  those 
people  must  have  suffered  from  the  uncertainty  of  their  fate  for 
two  years.  As  I  have  not  their  names,  I  cannot  obtain  a  pardon 
for  them  under  his  Majesty's  sign-manual;  but  they  should  be 
forthwith  assured  of  receiving  the  Royal  mercy  as  soon  as  I  can 
be  furnished  with  a  list  of  them. 

With  respect  to  the  comparative  degree  of  expence  incurred  at  Compar- 
New  South  Wales  and  Norfolk  Island,  it  certainly  appears,  from  S^^nse  of 
the  concise  statement  you  have  given  of  it,  that  that  of  Norfolk  f^j^^^  j 
Island  has  exceeded  that  of  New  South  Wales  nearly  in  the  pro-  New  south 
portion  of  two  to  one  in  the  course  of  the  period  for  which  you  ^'^^ 

*  Ante,  p.  i84.  t  Ante,  pp.  448,  449. 

VOL.  Ill — ^3  A 
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1799  have  stated  it ;  but  whether  this  alarming  excess  has  ansen  from 
5  Not.  ^^0  state  of  want  and  distress  to  which  that  island  appears  to 
have  been  reduced,  or  for  want  of  proper  management^  it  is  im- 
possible at  present  to  determine.  Taking  the  oomparative  avenige 
of  expences  of  both  places  from  the  commencement  of  the  settle- 
ment, the  result,  as  ^r  as  I  have  been  able  to  calculate,  is  much 
in  favour  of  Norfolk  Island,  and  the  excess  to  be  greatly  on  the 
side  of  New  South  Wales,  for  I  observe  that  the  bills  drawn  by 
you  from  September,  1795,  to  this  date,  which  have  been  recwved 
here,  amount  to  J&80,854  8s.  6d.,  and  those  drawn  hxan  Norfolk 
Island  by  Governor  King  and  Mr.  Townson  amount  to  jB4,012  4s^ 
and  how  much  of  the  former  sum  has  been  applied  to  the  expences 
of  Norfolk  Island  the  documents  before  me  do  not  enable  me  to 
Portland      form  any  conjecture. 

o^^tei?       Having  now  made  all  the  observations  which  appear  to  me  to 

adminietm-  be  necessary  on  the  points  contained  in  your  several  dispatches, 

**°°'  which  are  now  before  me,  it  is  with  very  sincere  concern  that  I 

find  myself  obliged  to  add  that  I  felt  myself  called  upon  by  the 

sense  of  the  duty  which  I  owe  to  the  situation  in  which  I  have 

the  honour  to  be  placed  to  express  my  disapprobation  of  the 

manner  in  which  the  government  of  the  settlement  has  been 

and  reoaiit    administered  by  you  in  so  many  respects — ^that  I  am  commanded 

^^'  to  signify  to  you  the  King's  pleasure  to  return  to  this  kingdom  by 

the  first  safe  conveyance  which  offers  itself  after  the  arrival  of 

Lieutenant-Governor  King,  who  is  authorised  by  his  Majesty  to 

take  upon  him  the  government  of  that  settlement  immediately  on 

your  departure  from  it.  I  am,  &c,y 

PORTLAKD. 

LIEUTENANT-GOVBBNOR  KlNO  TO   SiR  JoSEPH  BaKKS. 

(Banks  Papers.) 
^^'^''         Dear  Sir,  Portsmouth,  8th  November,  1799. 

picketed  ^^  ^^  T^7  intention  to  have  come  to  town  for  no  other 

departure  in  reason  than  to  have  paid  my  respects  to  you  previous  to  my  dc- 

^  ^   ^'  parture,  but  the  consequence  of  a  severe  cold  caught  in  the  damp 

structures  at  this  place  has  hitherto  put  it  out  of  my  power,  and 

as  the  Speedy,  whaler,  is  expected  round  here  the  first  &dr  wind,  it 

is  probable  the  wind  that  brings  her  round  will  be  that  with  which 

the  convoy  will  sail,  as  they  only  wait  the  ships  from  the  Downs. 

N*tao***^  You  will,  sir,  have  been  informed  by  Oapt  Schanck  what  has 

been  and  what  remains  to  be  done  to  the  Lady  Nelson.     I  do  not 

doubt  but  you  will  be  able  to  settle  it  at  the  Adm'ty  for  Flinders* 

to  have  the  command  of  her.     I  wish  it  was  earlier  in  the  year,  but 

if  she  turns  out  as  good  a  seaboat  as  Capt.  Schanck  thinks  she  is, 

there  is  no  great  fear  of  her  getting  out  safe ;  and  when  there  she 

certainly  will  be  a  most  useful  vesselL     The  young  man  who  takes 

*  In  this  King  was  disappointed ;  the  command  was  given  to  Lieatenaot  James  Giant 
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her  out  I  am  told  is  a  very  good  seaman,  but  no  artist  beyond  the  1799 
old  trot.  I  have  wrote  to  Cay  ley  by  this  post  to  come  down,  that  g  j^ov. 
he  may  not  be  left  behind. 

The  garden  on  board  the  old  Porpoise  is  in  very  good  condition,  Thriving 
and  nothing  injured  but  some  of  the  herbs,  which  are  dead.     It  is  thepiaDts^' 
to  be  placed  between  the  mainmast  and  mizenmast  of  the  new  SP  ^H 
ship,  and  as  most  of  the  things  are  in  that  state  that  no  damage  will 
attend  their  removal,  I  still  hope  they  will  get  out,  that  the  colony 
may  not  entirely  lose  the  advantages  to  be  looked  for  by  so  valu- 
able a  present.     The  wire  shutters,  which  are  a  great  preservative 
against  mischievous  fingers,  <fec.,  are  all  broke,  owing  to  the  effect 
of  the  sea  air  on  the  wire.     I  am  told  there  is  a  ductile  kind  of 
brass  wire  drawn,  which  would  answer  the  purpose  better  than  the 
present^  which  is  now  all  in  pieces. 

I  very  sensibly  feel  your  kind  intention  towards  mj  son,  who  I  The  educa. 
have  got  nominated  thro'  my  friend,  Mr.  Nepean,  as  one  of  the  Kin/sflon. 
candidates  for  the  Academy,  on  which  list  he  now  stands  the  18th. 
It  was  my  intention  to  have  taken  him  out  and  sent  him  home 
again,  which  I  have  been  dissauded  from,  and  have  placed  him 
under  the  tuition  of  the  Eev.  Mr.  Burford,  at  Stratford,  in  Essex, 
where  he  will  remain  until  his  age  will  render  him  admissable  at 
the  Academy,  which  cannot  be  these  four  years,  about  which  time  I 
shall  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  your  kind  assistance  in  finishing 
the  business.  As  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  writing  again  before 
my  final  departure,  I  beg  to  assure  you  of  the  respectful  attach- 
ment with  which  I  am,  &c., 

,  Philip  Gidley  King. 

G.  SuTTOB  TO  Sir  Joseph  Banks.     (Banks  Papers.) 

H.M.S.  ship  Porpoise, 
Sir,  Portsmouth,  8  November,  1799. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you  an  account  of  the  state  Condition  of 
of  the  garden  on  board  the  Porpoise.  *^®  P^^^ 

I  am  happy  to  say  the  vines,  hops,  apples,  pears,  plums,  olives, 
caribs,  camphor,  lemon  grass,  mulberrys,  walnetres,  Spanish  chest- 
newts,  filberts,  quinces,  two  nectrines,  two  peaches,  and  strawberry 
are  in  a  healthy  stata  Those  that  have  failed  are  two  peaches,  two 
nectrines,  willows,  raspberrys,  cactis,  and  ginger.  Of  herbs  we 
have  only  mint,  lavender,  and  taragin.  Those  that  have  failed 
are  sage,  savoury  laurel,  camomile,  heyrup,  and  wormwood.  I 
beg  leave  to  mention  the  two  sacks  of  hemp  seed,  one  of  the  sacks 
being  much  rotten.  I  am  affraid  neither  of  them  will  serve  to  the 
Cape. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  that  you,  sir,  enjoy  a  good  state  of  health. 
That  you  may  long  continue  to  enjoy  it  is  the  sincere  wish  of,  sir, 

Yours,  &C., 

G.  SUTTOB. 
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Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  10th  November,  1799. 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  contained  in  your  Grace's  letter 
of  the  10th  April,  relative  to  the  keeping  a  correct  register  of  all 
ships  entering  into  or  clearing  out  from  this  port,  I  have  seen  it 
necessary  to  appoint  to  the  management  of  that  duty  Richard 
Atkins,  Esq.  That  gentleman  has  officiated  as  a  civil  magistrate 
for  the  last  seven  years;  he  is  Registrar  of  our  Court  of  Vice- 
Admiralty,  and  he  has  assisted  me  in  the  inspection  of  the  public 
works  carrying  on  in  and  about  PaiTamatta^  Toongabbe,  <kc.;  iii 
which  several  offices  he  has  at  all  times  given  me  the  most  perfect 
satisfaction.  He  is  one  of  those  whom  I  have  excepted  when 
representing  the  body  of  the  officers  being  concerned  in  the  trade 
complain'd  of.  But  from  none  of  his  appointments  does  he  receive 
a  single  shilling ;  he,  however,  has  chearfully  undertaken  this  duty^ 
finding  I  had  no  other  fit  person  to  appoint  to  it. 

Your  Grace  will  discover,  by  my  whole  correspondence  having 
been  so  long  written  in  my  own  hand,  that  I  am,  thro'  the  loss  of 
my  secretary,  without  that  assistance  which  my  situation  requires, 
and  that  I,  consequently,  must  employ  some  capable  and  intelligent 
person  to  undertake  the  management  of  the  register  now  order'd 
to  be  kept. 

I  cannot  omit  upon  this  occasion  to  express  my  satisfaction  at 
this  measure,  because  I  foresee  that  the  growing  consequence  of 
this  colony  will  probably  give  occasion  to  the  establishment  of 
certain  dutys  upon  all  imports  from  the  East  Indies,  America, 
coast  of  Brazil,  &c.,  which  will  not  only  help  to  defray  the  expences 
of  the  colony,  but  will  be  felt 'as  a  very  considerable  relief  to  the 
laboring  people  of  the  settlement,  inasmuch  as  it  will  effectually 
cut  up  the  destructive  monopolys  and  ruinous  traffic  so  long  and  so 
heavily  felt.  I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  10th  November,  1799. 

By  your  Grace's  letter  of  the  12  th  April  last,  which  I  had 
the  honour  of  receiving  by  the  ship  Walker,  I  learn  that  a  copper 
coinage  to  the  amount  of  £550  may  be  expected  by  the  Porpoise. 
The  circulation  of  this  money  will  be  attended  with  the  most  com- 
fortable accomodation  to  the  people  in  their  various  dealings  with 
each  other.* 

I  do  not,  as  your  Grace  has  observed,  see  any  inducement  or 
interest  which  can  encourage  any  to  take  it  out  of  the  colony ;  but 
I  shall  not  fail  upon  its  first  issue  to  publish  such  Order  as  may 
prevent  any  attempt     Should  it  at  any  time  hereafter  be  found 

*  Ante,  pp.  641  and  note,  648,  655,  657, 671. 
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convenient  to  Government  to  order  a  silver  coinage  for  this  country,      1799 
were  it  not  more  than  half  or  two-thirds  of  the  intrinsic  value  of     lo  Nov. 
what  it  might  pass  here  for,  so  as  to  render  the  loss  considerable  ^  ^^— 
to  any  who  might  attempt  to  carry  it  away,  it  wou'd  be  felt  a  vast  coinage 
advantage,  and  wou'd  effectually  prevent  those  forgeiys  to  which  "<i"*'«<^ 
a  paper  currency  subjects  or  exposes  us. 

I  have,  ike, 
Jno.  Hunter. 

The  Southern  Whale-fishery.* 

London,  8th  and  9th  November.         i3Nov. 
The  coast  of  Kew  South  Wales  abounds  with  the  spermaceti  The  whale- 
whale,  and  the  following  vessels  from  London  had  early  in  this  fl»^«rie8. 
year  arrived  at  Port  Jackson,  to  be  employed  in  the  fishery,  viz. : 
The  Sally,  Bligh,  Cornwall,  Swain,  Pomona,  Clark,  Diana,  Lock, 
And  Britannia. 

This  fishery  was  attempted  soon  after  the  establishment  of  the  The  flBbing 
colony  at  Botany  Bay,  but  it  was  undertaken  during  the  summer  ■®"®"* 
months,  when  the  south-east  winds  blow  constantly  on  land,  and 
generally  with  such  violence  and  accompanied  by  so  heavy  a  sea 
ss  to  render  it  impracticable  to  take  a  fish  on  board.  The  present 
adventurers  sailed  at  a  season  when  the  prevailing  winds  are  from 
the  westward,  and  the  most  sanguine  expectations  are  entertained 
of  their  success. 

Immense  numbers  of  seals  have  likewise  been  discovered  on  the  Seaia. 
ooast  to  the  southward  of  Port  Jackson.    The  Nautilus  and  another 
ship  are  employed  in  this  fishery. 

The  establishment  of  these  fisheries  are  particularly  oppoiH^une  south 
and  fortunate,  the  whale-fisheries  on  the  coast  of  South  America  ^hai"^*° 
having  suffered  severely  from  the  Spanish  cruizers,  fifteen  sail  flaheriea. 
employed  in  this  trade  having  been  captured  by  the  enemy. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  15th  November,  1799.         isNov. 

The  ship  Walker  having  anchored  in  this  port  on  the  3rd 
instant,  by  that  arrival  Lieut.-Col.  Paterson  and  Captn.  Abbott  Arrival  of 
joined  the  regt.,  and  by  the  same  conveyance  I  had  the  honour  of  clSonei*"^ 
receiving  dispatches  from  your  Grace.  ^*?f^"* 

It  is  not  in  my  power,  my  Lord,  to  furnish  language  sufficiently  Abbott.^ 
expressive  of  my  extreme  astonishment  and  sincere  regret  at  the 
contents  of  your  Grace's  separate  letter  of  the  26th  Feby.  last,t 
written,  I  find,  in  consequence  of  the  appearance  of  an  anonimous 
letter  J  from  this  country,  in  which  I  am  accus'd  of  conniving  at, 

•  Reprinted  from  SaundertTg  Netn-Letter  of  ISth  November,  1799.  t  Ante,  p.  ew. 

t  There  is  nothing  now  remaining  to  indicate  who  was  the  writer  of  this  anonj-mous  letter. 
Hunter  evidently  had  some  inklinjr,  if  not  direct  knowledge  ;  but  his  remarlcB  in  this  letter 
throw  but  little  light  on  the  subject.    Sec  also  ante,  p.  63<5. 
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1709      if  not  participatiiig  in,  that  mean  species  of  trade  which  has  so 
15  Nov.     often  been  with  me  subject  of  complaint  to  your  Grace,  and  which 
I  have  so  long  in  vain  been  strugling  to  suppress. 

The  The  dark  and  infamous  assassin  whose  production  that  letter 

writer^the  ^  suppos'd  to  be,  from  the  specimens  I  have  already  known  of 
fnonymoua  his  diabolical  departure  from  truth,  I  can  believe  capable  of  villi- 
fying  the  immaculate  character  of  his  God.  The  man  who  shall 
have  been  found  inclined  to  exert  his  little  endeavours  against  the 
Constitution  and  Government  of  his  native  country  can  never  be 
supposed  or  considered  friendly  to  any  superior  authority  in  this  or 
in  any  other;  the  higher  the  rank,  the  more  expos'd  to  the  attack 
of  such  a  leveler — it  is  not  consistent  with  his  principles  or  opinions 
that  there  shou'd  continue  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  any  distinc- 
tion between  man  and  man.  He  has  here  nothing  to  do :  his  age 
and  infirmitys,  his  former  situation  in  society,  and  his  respectable 
connections  have  at  all  times  disposed  me  to  render  his  present 
state  of  exile  as  easy  and  comfortable  to  him  as  it  wou'd  admit ; 
but,  my  Lord,  by  his  attack  upon  my  character  he  shews  his 
cloven  foot,  and  had  he  it  more  in  his  power  with  weak  minds  to 
w^ork  upon,  his  ability  and  inclination  appear  only  calculated  to 
Huntcrt  blow  up  the  dying  embers  of  expiring  sedition.  What  he  has 
chargCT.*^*  ventured  to  accuse  me  of,  I  will  prove  from  my  public  correspond- 
ence and  other  documents,  I  trust  to  the  satisfaction  of  your 
Grace  and  the  world,  is  altogether  an  infamous  fabrication  of  his 
own,  assisted  by  some  of  those  abandoned  wretches  with  whom  he 
has  been  seen  so  often  to  converse  here,  and  founded  wholly  upon 
the  most  studied  and  infamous  falsehood. 

His  age  and       Can  it  be  supposed,  my  Lord,  that  a  man  at  my  time  of  life, 
^^^*  holding  the  rank  I  have  the  honour  to  be  arrived  at  in  the  pro- 

fession I  have  been  bred  in,  and  to  which  I  have  risen  by  virtue 
of  a  character  never  yet  stained  by  one  mean,  base,  or  dishonor- 
able action — can  it  be  conceived  that  after  having  by  a  life  taruely 
and  sincerely  devoted  to  the  service  of  my  sovereign,  after  having 
andvearsof  Spent  forty-six  years  of  that  life  in  constant  and  active  employ- 
service.        ment  in  all  the  quarters  of  the  world,  during  which  I  have  risen 
thro'  all  the  ranks  and  gradations  of  my  profession,  and  at  last 
arrived  at  the  highly  flattering  and  exalted  office  of  being  appointed 
the  representative   of  his  Majesty  in  this  remote  part  of  his 
dominions — can  it  be  'belie v'd,  my  Lord,  that  a  man  possessing  a 
single  spark  of  virtuous  principles  oou'd  be  prevailed  on  thro'  any 
latent  object,  any  avaricious  view,  by  any  act  so  mean,  so  low,  so 
contemptible,  as  that  of  which  this  anonimous  villain  has  dar'd  to 
discredit  the  suppose  me  capable,  to  bring  disgrace  upon  that  elivated  situation  ? 
^**'^*        No,  my  Lord,  I  thank  God  I  possess  a  share  of  pride  sufficient  to 
keep  me  far  above  any  mean  or  degrading  action.     I  am  satisfied 
with  what  the  Crown  allows  me,  altho'  that  in  my  situation  in 
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this  expensive  country  is  small  enough,   yet,   my   Lord,  I  am      1799 
satisfied,  nor  do  I  conceive  it  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  my     iskov. 
ofiBce  to  endeavour  in  any  way  whatever  to  gain  more,  were  it  g^..^^ 
even  in  a  less  censurable  manner  than  that  which  has  been  men-  with  his 
tion'd.     Let  me  live  upon  bread  and  water  with  a  pure  and  un-  ■•'"y- 
polluted  conscience,  a  ^r  and  respectable  character,  in  preference 
to  rolling  in  wealth  obtain'd  by  such  infamous,  such  shamefull, 
such  ignominious  means  as  this  letter-writer  alludes  to. 

I  have  no  turn  for  traffic,  my  Lord  ;  I  never  had.  But  such  an 
abominable  trade  as  he  mentions,  your  Grace,  I  hope,  may  have 
discovered  from  my  correspondence  has  ever  been  my  detestation. 

It  is  a  source  of  much  distress  to  me,  my  Lord,  to  see  occasion  Hunter;8 
to  trouble  your  Grace  by  requesting  your  recurrence  to  that  cor-  2?to!fflc!" 
respondence,  to  the  most  material  parts  of  which  I  will  add  a 
reference  at  the  end  of  this  letter.  You  will  find,  my  Lord,  that 
it  teems  with  complaints  against  the  very  conduct  which  is  the 
chief  subject  of  this  anonimous  letter.  Can  it  be  conceived,  my 
Lord,  that  a  man  possessing  common  understanding  cou'd  commit 
himself  of  so  much  inconsistency  1 

I  will  here  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  to  your  Grace  a 
circumstance  of  which  this  seditious  assassin  may  have  thought 
convenient  for  his  vile  purpose  to  take  advantage. 

Many  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  colony  having  soon  after  my  a  dishones 
arrival  been  of  opinion  that  my  principal  servant  had  got  himself  *"^*° 
link'd  into  a  society  of  infamous  characters  of  both  sexes  in  this 
place,  and  conjectured  that  robberys  of  a  very  serious  nature  were 
practising  upon  me  when  I  was  absent  upon  service  in  other  parts 
of  the  colony,  they  gave  me  information.     I  accus'd  this  servant 
and  deprived  him  of  his  trust  untill  I  cou'd  investigate  the  fact. 
Fear  of  detection  at  once  gave  proof  of  his  guilt,  and  he  instantly 
shot  himself  thro'  the  head.     I  then,  too  late,  discovered,  to  my  HisRuiit 
very  great  loss  and  expence,  that  those  suspicions  were  but  too  ^^      ^  ^' 
well  founded.     It  is  highly  probable  that  the  circumstance  he  has 
mentioned  respectin«:  Government  House  may  have  been  artfully 
built  upon  the  above  or  some  other  of  the  many  robberys  which 
have  been  made  upon  it.     The  occasion  of  the  tragical  death  of 
this  man  was  known  to  the  whole  colony. 

What  he  observes  respecting  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  being  Purchaadnp 
prevented  from  delivering  their  grain  into  the  public  store,  and  SSicnami 
that  they  are  thereby  obliged  to  sell  it  at  three  shillings  per  bushel  officers. 
to  officers  who  receive  ten  shillings  from  (Government.     That  they 
are  prevented,  my  Lord,  is  not  true,  and  that  it  is  contrary  to  my 
positive  orders  that  any  such  restriction  or  distinction  should 
ever  happen  is  well-known  in  the  settlement.     But  that  for  the 
gratification  of  the  moment  some  of  the  most  idle  and  worthless 
may  have  sold  their  grain  at  that  rate,  and  during  the  time  the 
Government  stores  have  not  been  open  for  the  reception  of  grain, 
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1709      is  not  improbable,  and  that  he  and  his « associates,  as  probably  as 

15  Nov.     ftny  others,  have  been  the  purchasers  ;   such  orders,  however,  as 

Hunter^      ^*^®  appeared  proper  for  preventing  grievances  of  this  nature, 

orders  and    your  Grace  will  be  satisfied  by  looking  into  the  general  r^ula- 

reguiationa.  ^ions,  have  never  been  omitted  when  seen  necessary ;  and  that 

your  Grace  may  the  more  readily  have  references  to  those  General 

Orders,  I  will  add  a  kind  of  index,  which  will  point  out  the  date 

of  particular  regulations  under  their  respective  heads. 

Tnwimiia-  Your  Grace   has   desir'd  I  will  transmit  an  account  of  such 

rejruiatlons  directions  as  I  have  occasionally  given  out  upon  the  general  con- 
to  England,  ^gpj^g  q£  ^^le  colony.  You  will  pardon  me,  my  Loi-d,  for  saying, 
that  your  Grace  having  shewn  by  this  desire  an  opinion  that 
I  had  been  so  remiss  in  my  duty  as  to  have  neglected  a  part  so 
essential,  so  indispensibly  requisite  for  your  Grace's  information, 
gives  me  great  pain  and  concern,  because  conscious  that  at  the 
very  moment  when  your  Grace  has  appeared  to  censure  me  for  tliis 
omission  those  very  regulations  were  laying  in  your  Grace^s  office  ; 
they  have  been  regularly  transmitted  with  my  dispatches  from 
time  to  time,  and  to  them  I  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  refer 
A  duplicate,  your  Grace.  But  lest  they  may  have  been  accidentally  mislaid, 
I  send  inclos'd  another  copy,  to  which  I  intreat  your  Grace's 
attention.  No  information,  my  Lord,  relative  to  the  concerns 
of  this  colony  which  it  may  have  appear'd  necessary  your  Grace 
should  possess  has  ever  been  suppressed ;  I  have  rather  been  of 
opinion  I  should  be  considered  too  minute.  Suffer  me  here  to 
refer  your  Grace  to  a  Public  Order  of  the  25th  June,  1798.*  In 
this  there  appears  an  evident  design  of  a  confederated  interest  to 
deceive  me.  Had  this  proposal  been  followed  up,  an  end  wou'd 
have  been  put  to  the  oppressive  monopolys  complain'd  of,  but  it 
was  not  so. 

Hunter  Your  Grace  is  so  good  as  to  say  it  does  not  appear  that  I  have 

any^partic?-'  ^^Y  participation  in  the  iniquitous  proceedings  mentioned  in  the 

pation  in      letter.      Pardon  me,  my  Lord,  for  observing  that  I  feel  this  as  a 

monopo  168.  Jq^][j^£^i  q^  negative  acquittal;  I  hope,  therefore,  upon  this  subject 

your  Grace  will  have  the  goodness  to  institute,  if  possible,  such 

enquiry  as  may  serve  for  satisfying  your  own  mind,  and  for  wiping 

away  the  odium  of  even  the  most  distant  conjecture  to  the  injury 

of  my  reputation. 

Such  things  having  happened  immediately  under  my  government, 
I  agree  with  your  Grace  will  appear  unfavourable  to  my  admin- 
istration of  the  government,  but  that  can  only  be  in  the  opinion 

*  Ante,  p.  408.  This  vraa  the  Order  endorsing  the  aprreement  between  the  principal  in- 
habitants and  the  officers  to  act  as  commercial  ajrenta  for  the  whole  colony,  lluntor 
appears  to  have  overlooked  the  fact  that  in  sanctioning;  this  agreement  he  practically  lent 
his  countenance  to  the  tmdinfr  transactions  of  the  officers  which  he  so  often  censured  in  his 
letters  to  the  Duke  of  Portland.  The  promulgation  of  this  Order,  which  Hunter  resarded 
with  so  much  satisfaction,  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  he  was  recalled.— Portland  to  Hunt«r 
6th  November,  1799,  ante,  p.  734. 
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of  those  who  are  diffident  of  the  local  knowledge  necessary  for      1799 
enabling  them  to  judge  correctly.     But,  my  Lord,  let  me  solicite     15  i^ov. 
your  Grace  to  recur  to  my  letter  of  complaint  against  those  shame- 
ful proceedings,  which  I  have  reason  to  believe  you  may  have 
been  prevented  by  business  of  more  immediate  importance  from 
attending  so  early  or  so  closely  to  as  I  cou'd  have  wish'd.     From 
that  correspondence  your  Grace  will  discover  that  the  manner  in 
which  that  highly  improper  traffic  has  been  carried  on,  an  angel 
from  Heaven  possessing  the  omnissient  atribute  of  the  Divine 
Being  wou'd  not  have  been  able,  as  a  single  individual,  to  prevent 
it.    Guards  on  board  of  ships,  with  proper  instructions ;  constables  Hunter's 
and  watchmen  planted  along  the  shores,  with  a  reward  held  out  Jjpj^the 
for  discovery,  have  not  been  found  sufficient  to  inf orse  obedience  liquor 
to  Public  Orders  on  this  subject,  because,  as  I  have  formerly  said,  " 
their  interest  appears  to  have  had  different  objects  in  view  than 
the  detection  of  this  illicite,  this  forbidden  trade. 

Your  Grace  will,  I  trust,  pardon  me  for  observing  that  theo- 
ritical  reasoning  at  a  distance  and  our  practical  experience  on 
the  spot  differ  very  widely.      There  was  a  time,  my  Lord,  in  this 
settlement,  and  that  was  when  I  was  formerly  employed  here  in  state  of  the 
its  service,  when  a  Public  Order  answered  every  end  proposed — the  phUHp^ndT"^ 
Governor  had  no  farther  trouble ;  the  various  persons  then  upon  Hunter 
service  here  had  no  objects  of  a  private  nature  to  withdraw  them  ^"^p*"" 
from  a  due  attention  to  every  public  regulation ;   orders  were 
attended  to  by  all  in  authority — they  felt  the  public  interest  theirs. 
If  that  be  contrasted  with  what  I  have  experienced,  and  have  had 
some  occasion  to  represent  to  your  Grace,  how  different  will  appear 
the  situation  of  the  first  Governor  of  this  colony  and  mine.     In 
those  days  to  be  employed  here  was  like  a  party  of  amusement ;  in 
the  present  it  requires  an  incessant  labour  of  the  mind,  and  a 
strength  of  body  equal  to  that  of  a  lion  to  strugle  with,  and  to 
counteract  those  difficultys  which  I  have  already  laid  before  your 
Grace. 

Your  Grace  will  be  enabled  to  form  some  judgement  of  the  Distillation 
veracity  of  the  anonimous  letter-writer  by  being  informed  that  he  **  ^P^"**- 
and  his  friends  here  had  the  modesty  to  apply  to  me  (after  I  had 
given  directions  for  the  destruction  of  stills  for  distilling  spiritous 
liquors  in  this  colony)  for  permission  to  erect  one  for  this  very 
purpose,  giving  some  trifling  reason  for  the  application.  I  posi- 
tively refused,  and  forbade  any  attempt  of  that  kind.  I  soon  learnt, 
however,  that  this  party  had  hir'd  some  Irishman  who  had  a  know- 
ledge of  making  what  they  call'd  whisky,  and  that  they  laboured  in 
the  night-time  in  this  forbidden  trade,  and  that  they  sold  this 
pernicious  article  at  forty  shillings  p'r  gallon.  I  had  occasion  to 
give  a  second  order  forbidding  any  farther  attempt,  and  threat*n'd 
them  with  the  consequence  if  they  persisted.  This  villifying  writer 
was  as  active  as  any  in  this  destructive  practice. 
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1799  With  respect  to  the  vessel  whkh  I  had  permitted  them  to  build, 

16  Nov.     ^^^  to  complete  whidi  they  were  assisted  with  matenak  cot  of 

hTbiiiid-  *^®  public  store  by  my  direction,  to  compensate  them  for  a  boot 
ing  flzm.  they  had  unfortunately  lost,  I  allowed  them  to  send  her  with  a 
small  venture  they  had  for  Norfolk  Island,  bat  being  restricted  by 
my  instructions  in  the  building  of  vessels  which  might  be  capable 
of  infringing  on  the  charter  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  having 
reason  to  suspect  that  they  wish'd  to  make  a  run  to  China  with 
her,  I  determined  to  limit  them  by  the  indos'd  certificate,*  wiuch  I 
conceived  quite  sufficient  for  their  protection  from  that  danger  he 
has  been  desireous  of  making  his  fnends  believe  they  were  in,  for 
want  of  a  regular  register,  and  with  which  certificate  they  were 
perfectly  satisfied,  and  admitted  it  was  a  sufiicient  protection. 
Your  Grace  will  judge  from  this  circumstance  the  credit  due  to 
such  a  character. 

Their  former  boat — if  he  wishes  to  allude  to  her — I  have  to 
observe  that  she  was  built  intirely  for  fishing  along  this  coast,  and 
required  no  other  mark,  distinction,  or  authority  than  any  other 
built  for  such  purpose.  Had  they  required  a  certificate  they  might 
have  had  one;  but  as  the  escape  of  convicts  was  at  that  time  but 
too  frequent,  I  was  in  doubt  whether  such  a  boat^  so  authoris'd, 
might  not  have  too  well  answered  that  end. 

His  ideas  upon  discoverys  and  examination  of  coasts,  &c. — The 
ignorance  of  the  man  upon  such  subject  renders  all  he  says  un- 
worthy notice ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  your  Grace  does  not  expect 
that  I  shou'd  condescend  to  put  my  nautical  judgment  and 
experience  in  competition  with  such  superficial  pretender. 

The  trade  he  speaks  of  and  the  hucksters  he  has  mentioned,  I 
apprehend,  my  Lord,  upon  that  subject  it  is  not  necessary  I  shou'd 
add  anything  in  this  letter.  I  have  already  written  pretty  fully, 
and  to  that  correspondence  I  must  beg  to  refer  your  Grace.  I  have 
also  taken  the  liberty  of  mentioning  in  what  way  we  might  get  the 
better  of  the  poverty  and  beggary  it  occasions.  I  wUl  not,  my 
Lord,  presume  to  suggest  what  are  the  most  effectual  steps  to  be 
pursued  for  obtaining  that  correct  and  impartial  statement  of  the 
degree  to  which  the  monopolys  and  other  malversations  complained 
of  have  been  carried,  and  who  the  persons  are  who  have  been  con- 
cemM  in  them.  Your  Grace  will  clearly  discover  that  such  enquiry 
will  be  most  effectually  made  by  disinterested  persons,  unconnected 
with  the  partys  accus'd  as  well  as  those  who  complain. 

I  have  no  desire  to  detain  your  Grace  a  moment  longer  than 
may  be  necessary,  but  you  will  permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  say  that 
the  situation  I  have  the  honor  to  fill  under  your  Grace's  immediate 
authority  and  direction  obliges  me  to  claim,  from  that  justice  for 
which  your  Grace  is  so  eminently  distinguish'd,  that  protection  for 
my  character  which  an  officer  serving  at  so  great  a  distance  may 

*  This  oertiflcate  is  missiDg. 
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require  from  the  poison'd  shafts  of  any  reprobate  assassin  who      1700 
chuse  to  attack  it.     I  have  also,  my  Lord,  to  request  that  as  that     15  i^qv. 
infamous  letter,  as  far  as  it  effects  me,  has  no  doubt  been  seen  at 
most  of  the  .public  offices,  such  parts  of  this  letter  as  may  relate 
to  it  be  also  made  as  public.     If  I  have  at  any  time,  my  Lord, 
been  deficient  in  any  of  those  official  formalitys  which  I  ought  to 
have  observ'd  with  respect  to  the  necessary  papers  on  all  the  con- 
cerns of  the  colony,  it  will  be  found  that  I  have  never  lost  sight  of  Efforts  to 
its  real.interest,  as  far  as  I  have  had  the  power  of  promoting  it ;  J^oSyvf  ^^^ 
and  it  will  also  be  found  upon  investigation  that  the  troubles  I  welfare, 
have  had  to  contend  with  have  been  the  chief  cause  of  those 
omissions. 

I  certainly  do,  my  Lord,  and  I  ever  have,  considered  myself  Hunter 
responsible  for  the  sums  drawn  in  my  name,  or  by  my  authority,  Stol^lSai- 
and  for  every  other  part  of  my  duty,  and  your  Grace  may  rely  ^^*J^» 
that  I  have  no  wish  or  desire  to  shrink  from  the  most  scrupulous 
enquiry,  but  do  most  ardently  press  it  may  be  brought  forward  ahd  asks  for 
on  the  spot  as  early  as  possible,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  insinua-  *°  ^^^'' 
tions  contained  in  the  anonimous  letter ;  but  with  respect  to  what 
may  concern  the  expences  of  the  colony,  the  papers  I  now  transmit 
to  the  Treasury,  together  with  the  Comissary's  accounts  sent  by  The  Com- 
the  Barwell  and  the  last  ship  which  sail'd  from  hence,  I  trust  will  JJ^JSSto! 
now  be  laid  before  their  Lordships,  and  be  found  clear  and  satisfac- 
tory.   The  want  of  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  those  forms  has  in 
some  degree  occasioned  the  delays  your  Grace  has  noticed. 

However  irksome  my  situation  may  be  render'd  by  the  con-  Hunter's 
temptible  insinuations  which  appear  to  have  been  obtruded  upon  lituaUonand 
your  Grace  to  my  injury,  and  however  insignificant  I  feel  the  in^iflcant 
miserable  savings  from  my  sallary  in  this  now  expensive  country,  "*    ^ 
I  shall  only  say  that  such  considerations  will  never  have  weight 
with  me  upon  public  service.     It  is  the  honor  only,  my  Lord,  of 
the  situation  I  hold  which  makes  it  a  single  moment  desirable  to 
me,  for  it  will  never  afford  me  any  other  advantage,  comfort,  or 
enjoyment,  than  that  of  exerting  myself  whilst  I  am  able  for  the 
general  good.     I,  however,  must  observe,  my  Lord,  that  had  either 
age  or  any  other  infirmity,  whether  corporal  or  mental,  render'd 
my  return  to  England  absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation 
of  my  life,  I  shou'd  certainly  prefer  the  sacrafice  of  that  life  by  He  prefers 
continuing  here,  to  the  ruin  of  that  fair  and  unspotted  character  d^on^. 
vhich  has,  I  thank  God,  distinguish'd  me  thro'  so  long,  so  faithfull 
a  service.    I  must  therefore  continue  to  press  upon  your  Grace  such 
investigation  upon  the  spot,  where  every  necessary  information 
can  be  had,  as  may  leave  that  reputation  as  unblemish'd  at  my 
departure  as  it  was  clear  and  untarnished  when  I  received  the 
honour  of  his  Majesty's  Commission. 

Should  it  appear  to  your  Grace  that  the  ardency  or  warmth  of 
my  feelings  upon  this  occasion  may  have  hurried  or  betra/d  me 
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1709      into  an  unguarded  manner  of  expressing  myself,  I  trust  that  the 
15  Nov.     feelings  of  your  Grace's  own  impartial  and  upright  mind  'viU 
allow  for  and  pardon  it*  I  have,  dx.^ 

Jno.  HujrroL 

rtfflce!™'**^      P. 8. — ^The  military  officers  have  applied  to  me  for  an  invesdga- 

appiyforan  tion  of  their  conduct  with  respect  to  the  charges  exhibited  against 

invertfga-     them  in  the  anonimous  letter  already  mentioned     Your  Grace  will 

judge  how  far  it  will  be  possible  for  me  to  enter  with  efiect  into 

such  an  investigation.    In  the  present  state  of  the  trading  interests 

in  this  colony  it  wou'd  require  the  attention  of  men  unknown  to 

and  unconnected  with  any  of  the  partys  accused. 


Porpoise. 


LIEUTENANT-GOVERKOE   KiKO  TO   UnDEB  SECRETARY  KiKG. 

17  Nov.         Sir,  17th  November,  1799. 

The  deten-  ^^  ^^  ^^'^  fifteen  months  since  the  Porpoise  ought  to  have 

S?^?!>^®     sailed  for  N.  S.  Wales.     This  detention  has  b€«n  occasioned  by  the 
necessity  of  the  ship  undergoing  a  great  alteration  to  make  her  at 
all  fit  to  go  to  sea,  and  when  the  attempt  was  made  obliged  to  re- 
turn with  the  loss  of  her  rudder  and  her  unfitness  to  proceed,  in 
consequence  of  which  she  has  been  deemed  unfit  for  that  service. 
Consequent  and  another  vessel  is  preparing  to  replace  her.     The  consequence 
i^^bie     ^^  *'^^  ^^^E  detention  has  been  the  total  ruin  of  every  perishable 
gooda.  article  put  on  board  the  Porpoise  ever  since  August,  1798,  by  those 

going  passengers,  owing  to  the  wetness  of  the  ship  and  other  causes, 
exclusive  of  the  consumption  of  those  articles  designed  for  their  com- 
fort and  to  prevent  the  scurvy  during  so  long  a  voyage. 

Edward  Wise,  who  was  engaged  by  me,  whose  agreement  you  are 
possessed  of  (it  being  approved  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portlanti), 
Salary  of  a    was  to  receive  the  salary  of  £80  a  year  from  his  embarkation  (the 
w«J^^°*^  2nd  October,  1798),  until  a  progress  was  made  in  manufacturing 
linen,  <kc.,  which  salary  I  was  to  pay  him,  as  appears  by  the  agree- 
ment.    In  consequence  of  the  distresses  he  has  experienced  from 
the  causes  I  have  already  mentioned  he  has  made  the  application 
contained  in  the  inclosure,t  and  as  I  passed  my  word  with  a  trades- 
man to  furnish  Edward  Wise  with  articles  for  his  outfit  in  October, 
Advances  by  1798,  to  the  amount  of  £30,  and  being  responsible  for*that  amount, 
*^°*f*  I  have  drawn  for  the  sum  of  £80,  on  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  being 

his  year's  salary  ending  the  2nd  of  October  last.  The  bill  is  drawn 
in  favour  of  Edward  Wise's  agent,  who  I  have  instructed  to  pay 
the  tradesman  the  £30  for  his  first  outfit.  I  have  enclosed  Edward 
Wise's  receipt  for  his  year's  salary.  I  am,  &c., 

P.  G.  King. 

*  Before  Hunter  had  penned  this  letter  in  defence  of  his  administration  th«  Duke  cf 
Portland  had  signed  the  despatch  of  5th  November,  1799,  reoalliog  him.— Ante,  p^  73S. 

t  Wise  applied  for  one  year's  salary,  dating  from  his  embarkation,  2nd  October,  1798.  This 
request  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Kinjf  was  granted.  Wise  did  not  live  to  reach  New  Soatt 
Wales  ;  he  was  drowned  at  sea  during  his  passage  ^ith  King  in  the  Speedy. 
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HISTORICAL  KEGOBPS  OF  NEW   SOUTH  WALES. 


VM      Statembnt  of  work  executed  at  the  di£fereiit  Settlements  daring 
a  Dee.  the  year  1799. 


Men  Employed. 


Work  Executed. 


Nineteen  carpenters, 
wheelwrights,  barrow 
makers,  and  labourers. 


Twent: 


;kts, 
caulkers,  boat-builders, 
labourers  and  watchmen 
in  the  dockyard. 


ity-seven  shipwrieh 
ilkers,   boat-builde 


Seven  taylors 


Thirty  -  three  brick  and 
stone  layers,  plaisterers, 
and  labourers. 


At  Sydxkt. 

Made  brick  and  tile  moolds,  tables,  ftc,  Ac, 
for  a  second  gang  of  brick-maken;  14 
tables,  24  cedar  and  12  mahopony  chsiri,  8 
doors,  4  writing-desks,  1  dnpstone-stsDd, 
1  washinff-stand  for  Mrs.  Dore ;  framed  a 
it>of  100  ^t  long  by  18  wide  ;  made  doon, 
shutters,  &a,  for  a  new  military  bamck: 
repaired  the  inside  of  Lieutt. -Colonel  Pat- 
terson's house,  put  up  cupboards,  shelves, 
bedsteads,  &c,  in  it ;  fitted  up  a  house  for 
Major  Fovaux  with  cupboards,  shelyes,  tc; 
repaired  the  houses  of  Ensigns  Moore  and 
Mandrell ;  made  160  yokes  for  oxen ;  pailed 
in  a  yard  for  the  working  oxen  ;  rep'd  the 
gun-carriages  at  the  fort ;  4  men  oonstaiitly 
makeing  and  repairing  spinning-vheeU, 
weavers'  looms,  &c. ;  made  5  carts,  1  timber 
carriage,  1  dray  for  carrying;  stone,  3,012 
ax,  hoe,  and  spade  handles ;  pailed  in  a  large 
garden  for  Ensign  Bayly ;  took  down  the 
materials  of  the  old  mill,  that  was  worked 
by  men,  to  forward  the  buOding  of  the 
windmill;  made  156  wheel  and  20  hand 
barrows. 

Rep'd  all  the  boats  in  the  service  of  6ov%  and 
made  oars  for  them;  15  men  constantly 
building  the  brig  and  Cumberland ;  bnilt  a 
boat  for  Mr.  Balmain ;  caulked  his  M.  ships 
Reliance  and  Supply ;  made  a  topsail  yard 
for  and  lent  5  men  to  assist  the  rep'g  and 
caulking  H.  M.  ship  Buffalo ;  3  men  30  days 
fittittff  up  cabins,  makeing  coops,  &c.,  on 
board  the  Britannia ;  fixed  a  crane  on  board 
H.  M.  ship  the  Supply  and  repaired  her 
boat ;  repaired  Mr.  Williamson^  the  hos- 
pital, and  South  Head  boats ;  one  man  the 
whole  of  the  year  employed  by  Mr.  Dore. 

Made  517  pairs  of  trowsers,  63  coats,  302  jack- 
ets, 65  pair  of  breeches,  72  waistcoats,  1 
suit  of  sails  for  the  windmill,  308  bags  for 
wheat  and  68  do.  for  charcoaL 

Bnilt  an  oven,  plaistered  and  whitewashed  a 
house  for  Mr.  Balmain  ;  paved  the  kitchens 
and  yards  at  Doctor  Thompson  and  Went- 
worth's  houses ;  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
new  goal ;  rep'd  and  whitewashed  the  car- 
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Men  EmployedL 


Thirty -three  brick  and 
atone  layers,  plaisteirerB, 
and  labourers — contd. 


Work  Executed. 


1700 
81  Dec 


Twenty  blacksmiths,  tin 
and  copper  do.,  ham- 
mermen, file-|;rinders, 
farrier,  locksmith,  and 
labourers. 


Fire  shoemk'rs     ... 

One  overseer  and  four  men 

Two  cutlers 

One cooper 


penters*  and  smiths'  shops ;  built  an  oven, 
set  up  a  copper,  and  built  a  stable  for  Mr. 
Bore ;  rep'd,  plaistered,  and  whitewashed 
the  soldiers'  houses  at  South  Head ;  do.  the 
dwelling-house  and  out-offiues  of  Lientt. 
Hobby ;  rep'd  the  tyling  of  Captn.  Prentice 
and  the  Commissary's  houses ;  built  a  chim- 
ney and  paved  the  Court-house;  rep'd, 
nlaistered,  and  whitewashed  the  Provost- 
Martial's  house ;  built  up  anew  the  clock- 
tower,  it  having  been  damaged  by  a  violent 
storm  of  wind  and  rain  ;  pulled  down  and 
rebuilt  three  chimnies  at  the  hospital  and 
one  at  the  guard-house;  plaistered  and 
whitewashed  all  the  Govt,  dwelling-houses, 
store-houses,  militaiy  barracks,  and  mag- 
azine ;  built  a  new  military  barrack  100  feet 
long  and  18  wide;  plaistered  and  white- 
wauied  the  houses  of  Lieutt. -Colonel  Pat- 
terson and  the  Rev'd  Mr.  Johnston ;  stopt 
and  whitewashed  two  rooms  for  the  Com- 
missanr;  lathed,  plaistered,  and  tyled  a 
coach-house  and  stable  for  Major  Fovaax. 

Made  608  West  India  hoes,  200  grubbing  do., 
205  svckles,  415  falling  and  54  carpenters' 
broad  axes,  52  chimney  and  pott  barrs,  195 
sawyers'  dogs,  22  claw'd  and  54  shingling 
hammers,  1,500  gimblets,  1,200  harrow- 
teeth,  53  axle-trees,  75  shovels,  and  28 
spades,  ironwork  for  H.M.  ships,  publick 
buildings,  boats,  ftc,  96  door  and  200  pad 
locks  and  keys,  150  frying-pans  and  705 
kettles  repaired,  -315  door,  and  36  padlocks 
and  keys ;  1  forge  and  4  men  constantly 
employed  sharpening  tools  for  the  stone- 
cutters, masons,  &c. ,  &c. ;  3  nailors  makeing 
screws,  rivetts,  and  such  nails  as  were  not 
in  the  store. 

Made  263  pair  of  shoes,  scaled  798,  and  rep'd 
263  p'r  of  do. 

Constantly  collecting,  cleaning,  and  burning 
shells  into  lime. 

One  constantly  emp'd  by  the  principal  surgeon, 
in  keeping  the  surgical  instnjments  in 
order;  the  other  making  and  grinding 
knives,  scissars,  &c.,  &c. 

Constantly  emp'd  by  Mr.  Laycock,  the  store- 
keeper, in  the  provision-store,  his  dwelling- 
house,  &c 
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Men  Employed. 


Nine  sawy'ra 


One   ropemaker   and  one 

assistant. 
Twenty-four  men  making 

bricks. 
Six  men 
One  overseer  and  twelve 

men  to  two  timber-car- 

riages. 
One  overseer  and  ten  men 

to  four  carts. 
Three  men  splitt'g  shingles 
Three  men  splitt'g  laths 
Three  barbers 
One    Sadler  and   harness 

maker. 
One  bellman 
One  bookbinder    . . . 

One  sexton 

One  miller  and  one  aasist't 

Two  overseers  and  twenty- 
four  men. 


Two    basket     and    sieve 

makers. 
One  coxswain   and    eight 

men. 
One    coxswain   and    four 

men. 

One  master  and  five  men 


One     gardiner    and    two 

labourers. 
One  watchmaker  ... 
One  executioner  and  one 

assistant. 
Thirty-six  constables  and 

watchmen. 

One  printer  

One  millwright     

One  master  and  eleven  men 


Work  ExecatedL 


Cutting  plank  for  the  brig  and  CamberlaDd,  in 
the  dockyard  ;  boards,  rafters*  &c.,  for  the 
several  buildings. 

Makeing  cordage  for  various  uses  out  of  corry- 
jong. 

Made  12,000  bricks  p.  week. 

Made  3,000  tiles  p.  week. 
Brinffing  in  timber  to  the  saw-pitts,  dock-yard, 
&c. 

Bringing  bricks  to  the  several  buildings,  grain 

to  the  store,  &c.,  &c. 
Split  2,000  p.  week. 
Split  2,000  p.  week. 

Shaveing  all  the  servants  of  Goverment. 
Makeing  and  repairing  harness,  collars,  &c.,  &c 

Giveing  publick  notices,  &c. 

Binding  books  for  the  Commissary's  Office,  &c, 
&c. 

Tolling  the  bell,  digging  graves,  &c,  &c. 

Attending  the  windmill,  grinding  wheat  for  je 
store. 

Cutting  posts,  rails,  and  rafters,  splitting  pail- 
ing,  unloading  ships,  longboats,  and  rep'g 
the  roads ;  stowing  the  stores ;  takeiDg 
care  of  Gov't  cattle  in  the  country  and  at 
Sydney. 

Makeing  and  repairing  baskets  and  sieves. 

Belonging  to  his  Excellency  the  Govemers 

boat. 
In  the  longboats  carrying  provissions  to  Plan- 

matta,  and  bringing  grain,  boards,  &c, 

from  thence. 
In  the  Norfolk,  sloop,  carrying  provissions,  &&, 

&c.,   to    the    Hawkesbury,  and  bringing 

grain,  cedar,  &c.,  from  thence. 
Emp'd  at  the  garden  belonging  to  Government 

Uouse. 
Repairing  and  keeping  in  order  watches,  &c 
N.B. — He  being  a  free  man,  had   two  men 

allowed  to  his  farm  for  his  services. 
At  Sydney,  the  brickfields,  and  all  the  adjoin- 
ing districts. 
Printing  publick  orders,  notices,  &c.,  &c 
A  disabled  man,  superintending  the  building  of 

the  new  w'dmiU. 
In  H.M.  schooner  the  Francis. 
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Men  Employed. 


Work  Executed. 


Ten  carpenters,  wheel- 
wright^ barrow-makers, 
andlabourers. 


Fourteen  blacksmiths,  tin 
and  hammermeni  file- 
srinders,  locksmiths,  and 
laboarers. 


One  overseer  and  four  men 

One  brick  and  stone  layer, 
two  labourers. 


One  overseer  and  four  men, 
Six  sawyers  

One  overseer  and  ten  men. 


Five  taylors 


At  Pabbamatta. 

Made  8  carts,  2  four-wheel  drags  for  stones ; 
fenced  round  the  goal ;  built  a  newjstable 
for  Goverment  horses ;  fenced  all  round  the 
artificers*  yard  and  the  barrack;  pulled 
down  all  the  woodwork  of  Goverment 
House,  and  began  it  anew  ;  made 
wheels,  &c. ,  for  the  water-mill ;  made~ 
pair  of  cart-wheels,  200  hand  and  415 
wheel  barrows,  1,719  spade,  ax,  and  hoe 
handles ;  24  dozen  of  syckle-handles ;  3  men 
constantly  makeing  and  repairing  spinning- 
wheels,  &c  ;  156  yokes  for  oxen ;  79 
plaisterers'  hawks ;  made  sashes  and  cradlea 
for  the  hospital,  and  2  winnowing-fans. 

Made  609  falling-axes,  308  hoes,  22  shovels,  50- 
spades,  15  draught-chains,  36  steel  mills, 
67  breeching-chains,  290  grubbiuff-hoes,. 
700  harrow-teeth,  925  pair  of  hooks  and 
hinges,  75  toramohawas,  50  bricklayers*^ 
trowels,  54  chimney  and  pott  barrs,  30 
clawed  and  41  shingling-hammers,  30O 
syckles,  19  broad  axes,  2^  sawyers'  dogs, 
14  sledge-hammers,  41  axletrees,  32  pitch- 
forks, 39  pair  of  beetle  rings,  56  saw- 
tillers,  36  door  and  60  padlocks  and  keys, 
6,000  streaks  for  carts,  timber-carriages, 
ko,  ;  1  foree  and  4  men  constantly  emp*d 
sbarp^g  ana   rep'g  tools  for  stonecutters, 

auarrymen,  &c.  ;  repaired  36  padlocks  and 
18  keys. 
Constantly   collecting,   cleaning,  and  burning 

shells  into  lime. 
Pulled  down  and  rebuilt  Gov't  House ;  new 
tyled  the  hospital  and  the  surgeon's  house; 

Elaistered  and  whitewashed  all  the  Gov't 
utts,  the  houses  of  the  superintendants, 

militaiy    and   civil  officers,    storehouses, 

granaries,  &c.,  &c, 
Bummg  charcoal  for  smiths. 
Cutting  boards  and  all  that  was  nesseseary  for 

the  rebuilding  of  Goverment  House,  tba 

water-mill,  &c. 
Bringing  in    timber,    Ac.,    to  the  saw-pitts ; 

wheat  and  maize  from  the  wharf,  stock- 
yard, and  granary  ;   charcoal  to  smiths ; 

mangrove  for  the  wheelers;  provisions  to 

Toongabbee. 
Made  208  jackets,  212  pair  of  trows  3rs,  400 

frocks,  68  pair  of  breeches,  518  bags  for 

wheat,  lime,  and  charcoal. 
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Stfttement  of  work  exeoutedy  &a — eowdfiued. 


Hen  EroplQyedL 


Three  shoemakers 

One  weftTer  moA  two  m- 

sistante. 
Twelve  men  makeing  bricki 
Six  men,  with  oxen,  to 

timber-carriages. 

Foar  men,  wiih  oxen»  to 
two  carts 


Two  barbers         

Two  bakers  

One  man  and  two  assist's. . 
One  man 

Sixteen  men       

Eight  men 

One     do    

One    do     

Eighteen   constables    and 
watchmen. 


Woik  Executed. 


Made  208  pair  of  shoes ;  soaled  180,  and  re- 
paired 369  da 
Weaving  cloath,  teaching  the  women  to  s[Mn. 

Made  6,000  bricks  p.  week. 

Bringing  boards,  &c.,  from  the  saw-pitts  to 

the  several  buildings  ;  timber  to  the  ner- 

erecting  water-mill,  &c. 
Brtnffing  wood  to  the   barracks    and    giiard- 

houses,   bricks  to   the  several  baildines, 

grain  to  the  store,  and  to  the  wharf  for 

isiydney. 
Shaveing  all  the  servants  of  Goverment. 
Bakeing  for  do. 

At  the  garden  belonging  to  Groverment  Hook. 
Att*g  to  ring  the  bell  that  assembles  the  people 

to  work. 
Takeinff  care  of  Govennent  cattle. 
Old  and  feeble  ;  takeing  care  of  hntta  when  the 

people  are  at  work. 
Made  6  doaen  of  brooms  p.  week. 
Makeing  and  repairing  sieves  and  baskets. 
At  Paramatta,  the  Iu>rth  Boundaries,  and  the 

adjacent  districts. 


At  Tookoabber. 


J9eventy-six  men 

Repaired,  niaistered,  and  whitewashed  all  tiie 
Gov't  houses ;  broke  up  450  acres  of  ground 

and  sowed  it  with  900  bushels  of  wheat 

60  acres  of  ground,  and  sowed   it  with 

maixe ;  26  men  threshing  wheat,  hnsking 

and  houseing  Tiiaize,  &c. 

One  barber 

Shaveing  the  servants  of  Goverment. 

Onethatcher        

Thatching  hutts,  wheat-stacks,  ftc. 

■One  miller 

In  charge  of  the  steel  miUs. 

Seven  men 

In  charae  of  Goverment  cattle. 

Old  and  feeble ;  takeing  care  of  the  hutts  when 

Fonrmen 

One  shoemaker     

tiie  people  is  at  work. 
Repairing  shoes,  &c.,  Ac 

Onetaylor 

Repairing  jackets,  trowsera,  &c.,  fte. 

One  man     

Getting  wood  for  the  guard-house. 

Eight  constables 

In  chaige  of  the  bams,  wheat-stacks,  grannary, 

One        do           

st<^  keeping  the  peace,  &c.,  ate 
At  George's  River. 
At  the  Hawkesbury. 

Four       do            

Jno.  Huntsb 


APPENDICES. 


APPENDIX  A. 


NARRATIVE    OF    THE    SHIPWRECK    OF    CAPTAIN     17W-7 
HAMILTON   AND   THE  CREW  OF  THE  SYDNEY 
COVE* 

Captain  Hamilton  is  a  native  of  Glasgow.     The  Sydney  Cove,  Captain 
Captain  Guy  Hamilton,  left  Bengal  on  the  10th  November,  1796,  Hamilton, 
on  a  voyage  to  Port  Jackson,  in  New  South  Wales.      On  the 
13th  December,  in  lat.  15°  30'  south,  experienced  a  severe  gale 
of  wind,  with  a  heavy  sea.     The  weather  continued  variable,  gen- 
erally with  strong  gales  and  a  high  sea,  till  towards  the  middle 
of  January.     During  this  time  the  ship  laboured  much  from  the 
violence  of  the  weather,  making  from  6  to  8  inches  water  in  an  a  leaky 
hour.      The  leak  was  judged  to  be  under  the  starboard   bow.  ^^• 
In  order  to  get  at  it  the  forehold  was  unstowed.     The  rushing 
in  of  the  water  was  distinctly  heard ;  but  the  leak  could  not  be 
reached,  owing  to  its  being  seated  at  the  back  of  a  timber.     On  Pothering 
the  13th  January  a  thrummed  sail  was  got  over  the  starboard '***  **'*' 
bow,  and  passed  under  the  bottom,  which  reduced  the  leak  from 
6  to   4  inches  an  hour.      In  this  way  the  ship  continued  till 
the  25th  January,  when  a  gale  of  extreme  violence  set  in  from 
the  S.  W.     In  handing  the  topsails,  Mr.  Leishman,  second  mate,  second  mate 
was  lost  from  the  main  topsail  yard-arm.     The  ship  was  kept  ^^^^1^^ 
before  the  wind,  which  continued  blowing  with  such  fury  that 
a  new  foresail,  a  main  topsail  and  driver,  were  torn  from  the 
yards,  though  handed  and  carefully  secured.     Being  thus  without 
any  sail  bent,  by  which  the  ship  could  be  kept  ahead  of  the  sea, 
she  was   hove   to.      The  gale  continued,  and  the  sea  running  Gale 
dreadfully  high,  caused  the  ship  to  labour  greatly  and  the  leak  to  ^°<^»^«"*"p- 
increase.     The  weather  was  intensely  cold,  with  constant  rain, 
from  which  the  crew  suffered  considerably.     The  lascars  were  well 
supplied  with  blankets  and  warm  clothing,  shipped  on  purpose  at 
Bengal ;  yet  they  were  so  benumbed  by  the  severity  of  the  weather  Effecta  of 
that  neither  entreaty  nor  force  could  prevail  on  them  to  work  on  ^^^"^^ 
deck  at  the  pumps.      There  being  4  feet  water,  and  gaining  fast, 
all  hands  were  sent  down  to  bale  from  the  well.     The  lascars 
being  thus  sheltered  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  and  sea, 
which  incessantly  beat  over  them  on  deck,  worked  with  cheerful- 
ness.    By  noon  next  day  the  water  was  reduced  to  2  feet ;  but  aimtotohing. 

*  Reprinted  from  the  Atiatie  Mirror,  Calcutta,  27th  December,  1707,  and        and  10th 
January,  179S.    See  also  pp.  277,  278  and  note,  809,  864,  474,  ante. 
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Fatal  effects 
of  labour  at 
the  punipe. 


State  of  the 
leak. 


Poeitlon  of 
the  vessel. 


A  hurricane. 


Bearing  up 
for  the  land. 


The  cargo 
Jettisoned. 


The  vessel 
water- 
logged. 


Standing  in 
for  an  island. 


the  violence  of  the  weather  continuing,  the  people  could  have  no 
intermission  from  pumping  and  baleing.  Such  was  their  fatigue 
that  two  men  dropped  dead  under  the  labour  of  the  pumps,  and  a 
third  died  a  few  hours  afterwards.  After  a  severe  and  tedious 
night,  exhausted  in  pumping  and  baleing,  the  well  was  cleared  of 
water,  and  the  gale  abating  a  little,  a  new  foresail  was  bent^  and 
the  ship  then  made  sail  with  the  wind  at  west. 

On  the  27th  January  a  new  thrummed  piece  of  canvas  was  got 
over  the  starboard  bow.  At  this  time  the  leak  had  increased 
between  1 1  and  1 2  inches  an  hour.  By  next  day  the  fothering 
had  reduced  it  to  8  inches,  not'hstanding  the  sea  was  very  heavy ; 
yet,  from  the  weak  and  sickly  state  of  the  crew,  it  was  found 
impossible  to  keep  the  water  under.  On  the  1st  February,  in 
lat  40"^  r  south,  made  the  coast  of  Now  Holland,  and  roundiog 
Van  Dieman's  Land,  stood  to  the  northward.  On  the  4th 
passed  the  Maria  Island,  4  leagues  distant.  From  this  time  the 
gale  continued  to  encrease  till  the  7th,  when  it  blew  so  hard  as 
to  bring  the  ship  under  courses.  On  the  8th  February,  observed 
in  the  latitude  40'  56'  south,  longitude  by  timepiece,  149*  40'  east 
of  Greenwich.  The  gale  now  encreased  to  a  perfect  hurricane,  with 
a  dreadful  sea.  At  half-past  3  p.m.  sprung  a  new  leak,  which 
gained  so  fast  on  the  pumps  as  rendered  it  necessary  to  bear  up 
for  land  to  save  the  lives  of  the  people,  and,  if  possible,  to  get  the 
ship  •  into  a  place  of  security.  Bore  in  accordingly  for  the  land 
and  made  more  sail,  Cape  Barras  by  accounts  W.  |  N.  or  W.  and 
by  N.,  distant  by  accounts  90  miles.  The  cargo  was  thrown  ove^ 
board ;  but  notwithstanding  every  exertion  to  keep  the  leak  imder, 
at  5  p.m.  there  were  2^  feet  water  in  the  well,  and  hourly  gain- 
ing. At  8  p.m.  the  water  had  increased  to  5  feet,  and  the  ship 
settling  fast,  the  longboat  was  got  clear— still  running  west  and 
carrying  a  press  of  sail  in  order  to  get  in  with  the  land.  By  mid- 
night the  water  was  nearly  up  to  the  lower-deck  hatches.  At 
half -past  12  saw  the  land  about  2  miles  distant ;  but  appearing 
to  be  high  perpendicular  rocks  with  a  heavy  surf,  it  was  thought 
advisable  to  heave  to  till  the  morning.  At  daybreak  the  water 
was  over  the  comings  of  the  lower-deck  hatches,  and  the  vessel 
lying  on  one  side  with  the  channels  on  the  water.  At  dayhght, 
having  with  difficulty  got  her  head  round,  made  all  sail  possible 
towards  the  land,  but  from  her  being  so  much  waterlogged  she 
would  hardly  answer  her  helm.  Stood  in  for  an  opening  in  the 
land,  but  could  get  no  ground  at  75  fathoms,  though  but  a  small 
distance  from  an  island  ahead.  When  a  little  nearer  in  with  the 
land  got  ground  in  15  fathoms.  Finding  the  ship  must  soon  go 
down,  the  longboat  was  got  out  and  sent  ashore  to  the  island*  with 

*  This  island  was  called  Preservation  Island,  a  name  it  still  retains.  It  is  one  of  ihe 
Fumeaux  Group.  Clarke  Island  and  Armstrong  Channel  also  derived  their  names  frum  the 
oircumstanoee  of  this  wreck. 
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some  rice,  ammunition,  and  firearms;  stUl  standing  in  for  the  1797 
island,  till  she  struck  on  a  sandy  bottom  in  19  feet  watei*,  a  few  The  ship 
minutes  after  the  longboat  left  her.  beached. 

All  the  people  being  safely  landed,  small  parties  were  sent  out  search  for 
in  different  directions  on  the  following  day,  the  9th  February,  in  ''****  "^ter. 
quest  of  water,  but  without  success.    A  well  was  then  sunk.    After 
digging  7^  feet  they  met  with  water,  a  little  brackish,  with  which 
they  were  obliged  to  be  content,  as  none  could  be  procured  from 
the  wreck;  but  from  the  10th  till  the  27th  February  Oapt  Hamil- 
ton was  employed  in  equipping  the  longboat  in  order  to  dispatch 
her  to  Port  Jackson  with  an  account  of  the  loss  of  the  ship,  and  "^^  lo^ir- 
to  request  such  assistance  as  could  be  afforded.     The  longboat  port  ^° 
being  completed,  was  dispatched  on  the  27th  February  in  charge  J'^c^^so"* 
of  Mr.  Hugh  Thompson,  chief  mate,  with  Mr.  W.  Clark,  assistant 
supercargo,  and  fifteen  men,  the  best  of  the  crew. 

After  the  departure  of  the  longboat,  Capt.  Hamilton  and  the 
people  remaining  with  him  were  employed  in  getting  ashore  various 
parts  of  the  cargo  from  the  wreck,     lie  stock  of  provisions  saved  Provisions, 
being  but  small,  and  the  time  when  relief  might  arrive  uncertain, 
each  roan's  daily  allowance  of  rice  was  limited  to  a  teaoupful. 

The  weather  proved  extremely  cold,  with  constant  gales  and  The  weather, 
heavy  rains,  and  the  people,  having  no  other  shdter  than  tents 
made  from  old  sails,  suffered  greatly. 

From  the  23rd  April  till  the  1st  May  was  one  continued  storm,  a  con- 
with  thunder,  lightening,  rain,  and  extreme  cold.  The  tents  being  ^^^ 
soon  dismantled  and  blown  to  pieces,  the  unfortunate  sufferers 
were  left  exposed  to  the  extremities  of  cold,  wetness,  and  hunger, 
for  during  the  continuance  of  this  storm  it  was  impossible  to  keep 
always  fire  to  dress  the  pittance  of  rice  on  which  their  subsistance 
depended. 

On  the  1st  of  May  the  weather  moderated,  but  the  people  were 
so  much  reduced  that  they  were  unable  to  rescue  anything  farther 
from  the  wreck.     All  hands  were  therefore  set  to  work  to  build  a  House- 
house,  as  without  some  protection  inevitable  death  threatened  to  ^^"^<^K. 
result  from  the  recurrence  of  such  weather  as  they  had  lately 
experienced. 

On  the  8th  of  June  the  sufferings  of  their  associates  in  mis-  a  boat  in 
fortune  were  interrupted  by  the  welcome  sight  of  a  longboat  to  *^^^^* 
the  westward  of  the  island,  apparently  looking  for  the  wreck. 
Gladness  now  sat  on  every  countenance — every  look,  every  gesture, 
bespoke  the  fulness  of  their  joy ;  the  miseries  of  four  sad  dreary 
months  were  now  forgotten  in  the  transport  of  the  moment. 
As  soon  as  their  first  emotions  had  subsided  the  jolly  boat  was 
launched,  the  nimblest  of  the  crew  leaped  on  board,  and  eagerly 
stood  out  to  follow  the  vessel  in  the  offing.      But  what  language  but  sails 
can  convey  any  adequate  idea  of  their  grief  on  perceiving  the  •^y* 
object  of  their  pursuit  standing  before  the  wind  directly  from  the 
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A  schooner 
aigrhtod. 


The  rescue. 


Five  men 
remain  on 
the  ialaiid. 


island  !  Continuing  her  course,  tbe  lapse  of  a  few  minutes  carried 
her  out  «f  sight,  and  with  her  fled  all  the  hopes  and  joys  which 
she  had  so  lately  excited.  Their  disappointment  and  despair, 
heightened  by  the  excess  of  their  late  expectations,  may  be 
readily  conceived.  They  did  not,  however,  neglect  any  measure 
that  could  yet  afford  a  gleam  of  hope.  The  jollyboat  returned 
to  the  island.  The  English  colours  were  hoisted,  and  a  large  fire 
prepared  which  might  be  visible  some  leagues  at  sea.  To  their 
unspeakable  joy  a  schooner  was  seen  next  day  to  the  eastward, 
but  the  surf  run  so  high  as  to  prevent  any  attempts  to  go  off  to 
her  in  the  jollyboat 

On  the  ensuing  day,  10th  June,  the  sloop-rigged  boat  that  had 
been  seen  on  the  8th  again  appeared,  and  approaching  the  island, 
the  jollyboat  was  sent  on  board.  She  proved  to  be  a  sloop,  private 
property,  sent  to  their  assistance  from  Port  Jackson,  out  ten  days, 
and  navigated  by  Mr.  Armstrong,  master  of  his  Majesty's  ship 
Supply.*  The  vessel  in  the  offing  was  his  Majesty's  schooner 
Francis,  sent  from  Port  Jackson  to  the  assistance  of  Captain 
Hamilton  and  his  men  by  his  Excellency  Governor  Hunter. 

Having  loaded  the  two  vessels  with  a  part  of  the  cargo  from 
the  wreck  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  they  were  ready  to  sail  on  their 
return  to  Port  Jackson  by  the  20th  June.  The  cargo  saved  being 
more  than  the  two  vessels  could  take  on  board,  five  of  Captain 
Hamilton's  men  volunteered  to  remain  on  the  island  to  take  care 
of  the  cargo  left,  till  he  should  be  able  to  return  from  Port  Jackson 
with  a  vessel  of  sufficient  size  to  bring  off  the  whole.  Matters 
being  thus  arranged  the  two  vessels  sailed  on  the  21st^  anil  after 
a  stormy  passage  of  fifteen  days  the  Francis  safely  arrived  at 
Port  Jackson. 


The  long- 
boat 

despatched 
to  Sydney. 


Overtaken 
by  a  storm. 


Voyage  of  the  Sydney  Cove's  Longboat  from  Preservation 
Island  to  Port  Jackson. 

The  longboat,  being  equipped  and  ready  for  sea,  was  dispatched 
on  the  28th  of  February,  as  already  stated,  in  order  to  proceed  to 
Port  Jackson  with  intelligence  of  the  shipwreck.  Mr.  Thomson, 
late  chief  mate  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  Mr.  Clark,  supercargo,  three 
European  seamen,  and  twelve  lascars,  in  all  seventeen  persons, 
embarked.  They  pursued  a  southerly!  course  till  the  1st  of 
March,  lat.  38"  S.  by  account,  having  had  no  observation  for 
several  days.  On  the  evening  of  this  day  it  began  to  blow,  and 
soon  increased  to  a  stormy  gale,  with  a  heavy  sea,  by  which  the 
boat  was  in  great  danger  of  foundering.  They  were  at  an  incon- 
siderable distance  from  the  shore ;  but  the  surf  broke  with  such 

*  This  boat  was  wrecked  on  the  voya^  back  to  Sydney  ;  the  master  and  crew  were  never 
heard  of.— Ante,  p.  300. 

t  Evidently  an  error  or  misprint  for  "  northerly  **  A  southeriy  coune  ^-ouW  have  huided 
ihem  on  Tasmania. 
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violence  as  to  prevent  the  poBsilMlity  of  approaching  with  safety.  1797 
Being  unable  to  land,  the  only  chance  of  preservation  was  to  come 
to  with  both  anchors,  which  was  accordingly  done.  The  boat  lay 
in  the  most  imminent  danger  from  being  often  almost  entirely 
filled  with  water  by  the  heavy  sea,  which  during  the  night  con- 
tinued to  break  over  her.  In  this  perilous  situation  they  remained  catt  ashore. 
till  daylight,  when  they  cut  both  cables  and  set  the  foresail ;  but 
the  boat  at  this  time  suddenly  filling,  it  was  not  without  the  utmost 
difficulty  that  they  got  her  through  the  surf,  when  she  went  to 
pieces  a  few  minutes  after  the  people  had  gained  the  beach. 

Imagination  cannot  picture  a  situation  more  melancholy  than 
that  to  which  the  unfortunate  crew  was  reduced — wrecked  a  second 
time  on  the  inhospitable  shore  of  New  South  Wales;  cut  off  from 
all  hopes  of  rejoining  their  companions;  without  provisions,  with-  ^^^* 
out  arms,  or  any  probable  means  either  of  subsistence  or  defence,  amis.  ^^ 
they  seemed  doomed  to  all  the  horrors  of  a  lingering  death,  with 
all    their  misfortunes  unknown  and  unpitied.      In  this  trying 
situation  they  did  not  abandon  themselves  to  despair ;  they  deter-  a  forlorn 
mined  to  proceed  to  the  northward  in  the  hopes  of  reaching  Port   °^' 
Jackson,  although  the  distance  of  the  settlement,  the  unfrequented 
deserts  they  were  to  traverse,  and  the  barbarous  hordes  among 
whom  they  had  to  gain  their  way,  presented  difficulties  that  re- 
quired no  ordinary  share  of  fortitude  to  encounter  and  perseverance 
to  overcome ;  but  danger  and  difficulty  lessen  as  they  approach — 
the  mind,  as  if  its  ultimate  strength  were  reserved  for  arduous 
occasions,  reconciles  itself  with  calm  resignation  to  sufferings  from 
which,  on  a  more  distant  view,  it  would  recoil  with  horror. 

It  was  thus  with  our  little  party:  the  dangers  that  surrounded  They 
them  served  but  to  excite  them  to  exertion ;  they  resolved  to  brave  P'SPf?  ^^ 

i-rt.      1.  1    .  .1     .     .  '±1       ±     ^  ^         walk  to  Port 

every  dimculty,  and  to  commence  their  journey  without  delay,  jackson. 
The  three  days  following  the  loss  of  their  boat  were  spent  in 
collecting  such  articles  as  had  been  thrown  on  shore  from  the 
wreck.  On  the  1 5th  they  began  their  march.  The  principal  occur- 
rences in  the  course  of  the  journey  are  related  in  the  following 
abstract  of  a  journal,  compiled  partly  from  recollection,  and  partly 
from  the  assistance  of  memoranda  written  with  a  pencil.* 

March  15th. — We  began  our  journey  for  Port  Jackson. 

16th. — Walked  16  or  18  miles  along  a  sandy  beach,  t 

17th. — Passed  several  small  rivers,  and  one  so  large  that  we  were  cnwa river, 
obliged  to  construct  a  raft  to  cross  it.     From  the  detention  this 
occasioned  walked  only  8  miles. 

18th. — Forded  several  branches  of  rivers.   We  this  day  fell  in  interview 
with  a  party  of  natives,  about  fourteen,  all  of  them  entirely  naked.  **»*> natives. 
They  were  struck  with  astonishment  at  our  appearance,  and  were 

*The  memoranda  were  evidently  written  by  the  supercargo,  Mr.  Clark, 
t  It  is  probable  from  this  and  fmm  the  estimated  latitude  of  38'  S.  given  above  that  the 
boat  was  cast  ashore  on  the  northern  pait  of  the  Ninety-mile  Beach. 
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very  anxious  to  examine  every  part  of  our  clothes  and  body,  in 
which  we  readily  indulged  them.  They  viewed  us  most  attentively. 
They  opened  our  clothes,  examined  our  feet,  hands,  nails,  ^c., 
frequently  expressing  their  surprize  by  laughing  and  load  shout- 
ings. From  their  gestures  during  this  awkward  review  it  was 
easy  to  perceive  that  they  considered  our  clothes  and  bodies  as 
inseparably  joined.  Having  made  them  a  present  of  a  few  stripes 
of  cloth,  which  they  appeared  highly  delighted  with,  we  pursued  our 
journey,  and  halteid  in  the  evening,  after  a  march  of  30  miles. 

The  natives  on  this  part  of  the  coast  appear  strong  and  musenlsr, 
with  heads  rather  large  in  proportion  to  their  bodies.  The  flat  nose, 
the  broad  thick  lips  which  distinguish  the  African,  also  prevail 
amongst  the  people  on  this  coast  Thdr  hair  is  long  and  straight, 
but  they  are  wholly  inattentive  to  it,  either  as  to  cleanliness  or  in 
any  other  respect.  It  serves  them  in  lieu  of  a  towel  to  wipe  their 
hands  as  often  as  they  are  daubed  with  blubber  or  shark  oi(  which 
is  their  principal  article  of  food.  This  frequent  application  of  landd 
grease  to  their  heads  and  bodies  renders  their  approach  exceedingly 
offensive.  Their  ornaments  consist  chiefly  of  fish>bones  or  kan- 
garoo-teeth, fastened  with  gum  or  glue  to  the  hair  of  the  temples 
and  on  the  forehead.  A  piece  of  reed  or  bone  is  also  wore  through 
the  septum,  or  cartilage,  of  the  nose,  which  is  pierced  for  the  ad- 
mission of  this  ornament  Upon  the  whole,  they  present  the  moct 
hideous  and  disgusting  figures  that  savage  life  can  possibly  afford. 

19th. — Met  witli  a  pretty  large  river,  which  we  were  unaUe  io 
cross  till  low  water,  there  being  no  wood  from  which  we  could 
construct  a  raft  A  few  natives  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river 
ran  off  at  our  approach. 

20th. — This  day  we  procured  a  fewshellflsh  on  the  rocks.  We 
walked  about  16  miles  along  the  seaside,  part  of  the  way  over  very 
high  blu£&  and  sharp  rocks. 

21st. — This  morning  went  inland  about  3  or  4  miles.  Made  a 
raft  and  croissed  a  large  river.  Its  banks  were  delightful;  the 
trees,  tall  and  majestic,  added  dignity  to  the  stream,  and  gave  the 
surrounding  country  a  beautiful  and  picturesque  appearance.  Saw 
a  few  of  the  natives,  who,  at  first  sight,  advanced,  but  on  a  nearer 
approach  they  fled  and  concealed  themselves  in  the  woods.  Among 
the  different  groupes  of  natives  it  is  remarkable  we  have  not  yet 
seen  a  woman.     Walked  16  ndles  this  day. 

22nd. — ^This  day's  walk  was  rendered  very  disagreeable  by  con- 
stant heavy  rain. 

23rd. — The  weather  to-day  was  delightful ;  the  agreeable  temper- 
ance, together  with  the  beautiful  soenery  that  opened  to  our  view 
through  a  most  delightful  country,  compensated  in  a  great  measure 
for  the  inclemency  of  yesterday's  journey.  We  had  a  distant  pros- 
pect inland  of  some  very  hi^  hills,  covered  to  their  summit  with 
lofty  trees.     In  the  evening  we  halted,  after  a  march  of  18  miles. 
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24th. — We  bad  travelled  about  7  miles  when  our  progress  was      1797 
stopt  by  an  immense  river,  which  emptied  itself  in  the  ocean  by  ««Anim. 
several  branches.     We  began  to  prepare  a  raft,  in  order  to  cross  JJ^""«. 
the  river  before  us. 

25th,  26th,  and  27th. — These  three  days  were  employed  in  com- 
pleting the  raft  and  crossing  the  different  branches  of  the  river. 

28th. — In  the  oourse  of  this  day's  journey  we  reached  an  island,  An  island. 
about  5  miles  distant  from  the  seashore.  This  place  appears 
well  suited  to  afford  shelter  to  shipping,  being  completely  land- 
locked and  covered  from  the  wind.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  day's 
march  we  had  to  traverse  hills  of  sands,  which  made  it  exceedingly 
fatiguing;  nevertheless  we  travelled  about  12  miles. 

29th. — On  crossing  a  narrow  but  deep  river  one  of  the  natives  Hoetue 
threatened  to  dispute  our  landing,  but  approaching  with  a  deter-  °**^^®* 
mined   appearance  no  actual   resistance  was  attempted,  and  a 
reconciliation  was  effected  by  the  distribution  of  a  few  stripes  of 
cloth.      A  good  understanding  being  thus  established,  the  men 
called  to  their  wives  and  children,  who  were  concealed  behind  the 
rocks,  and  who  now  ventured  to  shew  themselves.     These  were 
the  first  women  we  had  seen  ;  from  their  cries  and  laughing  it  is 
evident  they  were  greatly  astonished  at  our  appearance.     The  men 
did-^not  think  proper  to  admit  of  our  coming  sufficiently  near  to 
have  a  full  or  perfect  view  of  their  ladies,  but  we  were  near  enough  Native 
to  discern  that  they  were  the  most  wretched  objects  we  had  ever  ^®™*°- 
seen — equally  iilthy  as  the  men,  coarse  and  ill-featured,  and  so 
devoid  of  delicacy  or  any  appeai^nce  of  it  that  they  seem  to  have 
nothing  even  human  about  them  but  the  form.     We  pursued  our 
way  and  walked  about  10  miles. 

30th. — Crossed  a  small  river  this  morning,  and  walked  about 
8  miles  through  a  country  interspersed  with  hills  and  covered 
with  heath.  We  came  to  a  pretty  large  river,  which,  being  too 
deep  to  ford,  we  began  to  prepare  a  raft,  which  we  could  not  have  Making  a 
completed  till  next  day  had  not  three  of  our  native  friends,  from  '"'*" 
whom  we  parted  ytsterday,  rejoined  us  and  assisted  us  over.  We 
were  much  pleased  with  their  attention,  for  the  act  was  really 
kind,  as  they  knew  we  had  this  river  to  cross,  and  appear  to  have 
followed  us  purposely  to  lend  their  assistance.  In  the  evening  we 
travelled  about  4  miles  farther,  and  rested  for  the  night. 

3l8t — Walked  about  18  miles  round  a  very  deep  hky  and  many 
small  rivers  opening  into  it. 

April  1st. — ^Passed  through  a  very  pleasant  country,   whose  pine 
delightful  verdure,  strewed  over  with  a  variety  of  flowers,  rendered  country, 
a  walk  of  20  miles  this  day  extremely  agreeable. 

April  2nd. — Travelled  8  miles  this  forenoon.    Between  9  and 
10  o'clock  we  were  most  agreeably  surprised  by  meeting  five  of 
the  natives,  our  old  friends,  who  received  us  in  a  very  amicable  Hospitable 
manner,  and  kindly  treated  us  with  some  shellfish,  which  formed  "Stives. 
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a  very  acceptable  meal,  as  our  small  pittance  of  rice  was  nearly 
expended.  After  this  little  repast  we  proceeded  6  miles  farther 
and  halted. 

3rd. — Had  a  fatiguing  march  over  very  high  blufis,  sharp  rod^s, 
and  afterwards  through  very  thick  brushwood,  interspersed  with 
stumps  of  trees  and  other  sharp  substances,  by  which  our  feet  were 
so  much  bruised  and  wounded  that  some  of  the  party  remained 
lame  for  some  time  afterwards;  and  to  aggravate  our  sufTeriogs 
we  were  how  living  upon  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  diy  rice  per  diem. 
As  we  got  out  of  this  harassing  thicket  we  missed  two  of  our 
unhappy  fellow-travellers.  At  .4  p.m.  we  provided  ourselves  a 
lodging  for  the  night,  having  walked,  or  rather  crawled,  10  miles, 
over  the  ground  above  described. 

4th. — ^Waited  for  our  missing  companions  until  12  o'clock, 
when,  to  our  great  joy,  they  made  their  appearance;  we  then 
proceeded  on  our  journey,  and  in  the  evening  came  to  a  very  broad 
river.  It  being  low  water,  some  places  were  very  shallow,  which 
enabled  us  to  catch  a  few  small  skate,  which  were,  indeed,  very 
acceptable.     Walked  this  day  8  miles. 

5th. — Beached  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  where  we  remained 
a  few  hours  to  catch  some  more  fish,  in  which  we  happily  succeeded ; 
among  them  was  a  very  fine  shark  about  4  feet  long ;  this  was 
a  refreshment  for  which  we  offered  our  thanks  to  Providence,  the 
rice,  our  only  certain  resource,  being  now  nearly  at  an  end. 

6th. — Having  got  a  tolerable  supply  of  fish,  pursued  our  journey 
for  about  18  miles  through  a  delightful  plain,  interspersed  here 
and  there  with  a  few  scattered  trees. 

7th. — ^Went  some  way  into  the  country,  over  hills  and  valleya 
After  a  walk  of  16  miles  we  halted  at  twilight,  and  as  we  reclined 
our  heads  to  rest  on  a  bank  we  could  just  hear  the  roaring  of  the 
surf  on  the  seashore. 

8th. — Bent  our  way  towards  the  beach  this  morning,  and 
travelled  along  about  9  miles,  when  we  were  stopped  by  our  old 
impediment,  a  river,  at  which  we  were  obliged  to  wait  until  low 
water  before  we  could  cross.  We  had  scarcely  surmounted  this 
difficulty  when  a  greater  danger  stared  us  in  the  face,  for  here 
we  were  met  by  about  fifty  armed  natives.  Having  never  before 
seen  so  large  a  body  collected,  it  is  natural  to  conclude  that  we 
were  much  alarmed.  However,  we  resolved  to  put  the  b^t  appear- 
ance on  the  matter,  and  to  betray  no  symptons  of  fear.  In 
consequence  of  the  steps  we  took,  and  s^ter  some  preliminary 
signs  and  gestures  on  both  sides,  we  came  to  some  understanding, 
and  the  natives  were  apparently  amicable  in  their  designs.  We 
presented  them  with  a  few  yards  of  caUco,  for  they  would  not  be 
satisfied  with  small  stripes,  and,  indeed,  we  were  glad  to  get  rid 
of  them  at  any  expence,  for  their  looks  and  demeanour  were  not 
such  as  to  invite  greater  intimacy. 
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9th. — Proceeding  this  morning  on  our  journey,  we  were  again      1797 
alarmed  at  the  approach  of  the  party  who  detained  us  yesterday,  Theirhostiie 
and  whom  we  so  justly  suspected  of  treacherous  intentions.    They  demewioar. 
came  on  with  dreadful  shoutings,  which  gave  us  warning  to  prepare 
for  defence,  and  to  give  them  a  warm  reception  in  case  violence 
should  be  offered.    Fortunately,  however,  from  the  particular  atten- 
tion we  paid  to  their  old  men,  whom  we  supposed  to  be  their 
chiefs,  and  making  them  some  small  presents,  they  soon  left  us. 
This  dispersion  gave  our  little  party  general  satii^action,  as  we 
were  doubtful  how  the  af&ir  might  have  terminated.     During  our 
conference,  and  at  their  departure,  several  of  them  had  placed  their 
spears  in  the  throwing-sticks,  ready  to  discharge  at  us.     We  now 
punned  our  route,  and  walked  about  10  miles. 

10th. — We  were  overtaken  by  a  few  of  the  natives  with  whom  Prepuationa 
we  parted  yesterday,  but  seeing  us  on  our  guard,  with  our  one  h^tm^e,, 
gun,  two  pistols,  and  two  small  swords,  while  others  were  armed 
with  clubs,  and  perceiving  our  resolution  not  to  be  imposed  upon, 
they  acted  with  more  prudence  than  heretofore.     We  did  not  at 
this  meeting  indulge  them  with  any  presents,  but  to  one  gave  a  piece 
of  cloth,  in  exchange  for  a  large  kangaroo's  tail,  with  which  we 
endeavoured  to  make  some  soup,  by  adding  a  little  of  the  rice  we 
had  remaining,  from  which  we  received  great  nourishment,  being 
much  weakened  by  the  fatigue  and  want  which  we  had  suffered 
in  these  inhospitable  regions.     Our  walk  of  14  miles  this  day  was 
performed  over  a  number  of  rugged  and  disagreeable  heights,  until  a  ragged 
we  came  to  a  river,  which  we  crossed,  and  then  betook  ourselves  "*"*^^' 
to  the  cheerless  turf  until  the  morning. 

11th. — Walked  8  miles  and  came  to  a  river,  where  we  met 
fourteen  natives,  who  conducted  us  to  their  miserable  abodes  in 
the  wood  adjoining  to  a  large  lagoon,  and  kindly  treated  us  with  H<gpitabie 
mussels,  for  which  unexpected  civility  we  made  them  some  presents.  ^^ 
These  people  seemed  better  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  hospitality 
than  any  of  their  countrymen  whom  we  had  yet  seen,  for  to  their 
benevolent  treat  was  added  an  invitation  to  remain  with  them  for 
the  night.  They  did  not,  however,  lodge  us  in  their  nominal  huts, 
but  after  we  were  seated  around  our  resting-place  they  brought 
their  women  and  children  to  see  us,  and  certainly,  to  judge  from 
the  attention  with  which  they  surveyed  us,  we  afforded  them  no 
small  share  of  entertainment.  As  far  as  we  could  understand, 
these  natives  were  of  a  different  tribe  from  those  we  had  seen,  and  Tribal  w. 
were  then  at  war  with  them.  They  possessed  a  liberality  to  which 
the  others  were  strangers,  and  freely  gave  us  a  part  of  the  little 
they  had,  which  the  others  were  so  far  from  doing  that  they  would 
have  deprived  us  of  the  last  article  in  our  possession  had  they  not 
been  overawed  by  the  sight  of  arms,  against  which  they  knew  not 
how  to  defend  themselves.  We  endeavoured  to  make  our  enter- 
tainers sensible  by  signs  how  rudely  their  neighbours  had  behaved 
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1797      to  ufl ;  to  compensate  for  which  both  the  old  and  the  young  were 
anxious  to  give  us  part  of  their  shellfish. 
FoUowtns         1 2th. — Met  with  another  party  of  the  natives  who  did  not  attempt 
lineT'^^     to  molest  us.    Walked  16  miles  over  rising  ground  and  along  the 
seaside,  where  we  found  a  dead  skate,  which,  though  a  little  tainted, 
would  not  have  been  unacoeptablo  to  an  epicure  with  our  appetite. 
13th. — Game  to  a  large  river,  where  we  met  with  a  few  natives^ 
who  appeared  very  timorous  atseeing  us ;  but  in  a  short  time  wecame 
acroeTa       ^  ^  better  understanding,  and  they  kindly  carried  us  over  in  their 
i»rg«  river    canoes.     This  was  not  accomplished  without  several  duckinga,  for 
by  natives,    ^j^^^j,  ^^^^  little  vehicles  formed  of  bark,  tied  at  both  ends  with 
twigs,  and  not  exceeding  8  feet  in  length,  by  2  in  breadth,  are  pre- 
carious vessels  for  one  unacquainted  with  them  to  embark  in,  thou^ 
the  natives,  of  whom  they  will  carry  three  or  four,  paddle  about 
in  them  with  the  greatest  facility  and  security.    After  crossing  the 
river,  and  receiving  a  few  small  fish  at  partings  we  walked  10  miles. 
14th. — Met  with  no  obstruction  during  a  walk  of  18  mile& 
Natives  1 5th.  — We  were  joined  by  our  last  friends,  who  ferried  us  over  a 

fer^^them    ^^^  large  river  in  their  canoes.     Whether  this  meeting  was  the 
over  a  larger  effect  of  chance  or  one  of  their  fishing  excursions,  or  that  perceiving 
^''  we  should  find  it  difficult  they  had  come  to  our  assistance,  we  could 

not  determine ;  but  had  it  not  been  for  their  aid  we  must  have 
been  detained  here  for  some  time  in  making  a  raft  The  greatest 
part  of  the  wood  of  the  country  being  very  heavy  will  not  swim, 
unless  it  has  been  felled  for  some  time  and  exposed  to  the  son,  a 
fact  which  we  had  already  been  taught  by  miserable  experience. 
Having  walked  9  miles  after  <»x>ssing  the  river,  we  rested  for 
SvBUflsL^"  the  night,  and  boiled  a  few  shellfish  we  had  picked  up  by  the 
and  plant?,  way  like  good  QBConomists,  making  them  serve  for  both  dinner  and 
supper,  for  our  little  evening's  cookery  formed  the  only  meal  we 
could  daily  afford  ourselves,  unless  we  ventured  to  eat  a  few  wild 
plants  which  we  sometimes  picked  up. 

16th. — Having  walked  about  12  miles  we  once  more  met  with 
our  friends,  who,  a  third  time,  conveyed  us  over  a  large  river 
at  a  shallow  part,  which  they  pointed  out.  On  the  banks  of  this 
river  we  remained  for  the  night  Our  poor  unfortunate  companions, 
worn  out  by  want  and  excessive  &itigue,  now  b^an  to  drop  behind 
very  fast  At  this  place  we  were  under  the  painful  necessity  of 
Nine  men  leaving  nine  of  our  fellow-sufferers  behind,  they  being  totally  unable 
to  proceed  further ;  but  we  flattered  ourselves  they  would  be  able 
to  come  up  with  us  in  a  day  or  two,  as  we  now  often  stopt  some 
time  with  the  natives  when  we  found  them  kind  to  us,  or  loitered 
about  the  rocks  to  pick  up  shellfish  or  collect  herbs. 

April  17th. — Had  a  pleasant  walk  about  5  miles  along  the 
seacoast  until  we  came  to  a  narrow  but  deep  river,  in  endeavor- 
Narrow        ing  to  cross  which  an  unlucky  accident  happened  to  Mr.  Thomson, 
cKFmate.^  And  which  nearly  proved  fatal     We  found  an  old  canoe  on  the 
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bank,  in  which  three  or  four  of  our  party  got  to  the  opposite  side,  1707 
and  proceeded  on  their  journey.  Mr.  Thomson,  who  could  not 
swim,  in  making  an  effort  to  cross,  was  left  struggling  in  the 
water  bj  the  canoe  sinking  under  him.  This  was  witnessed  by 
four  Bengal  blacks,  who,  though  they  were  adepts  at  swimming, 
stood  unmoved  spectators.  I  instantly  jumped  in  and  flew  to  his 
relief,  although  very  much  fatigued  and  very  cold.  I  seized  him 
by  the  hair  and  drew  him  to  the  shore  motionless.  My  first  care 
was  to  place  him  over  a  rock  with  his  head  downwarck,  pressing 
him  at  the  same  time  on  the  back,  by  which  means  he  discharged 
much  sea-water  by  the  mouth,  and  in  a  little  time  recovered. 

18th. — The  illness  of  Mr.  Thompson,  occasioned  by  ^e  accident, 
prevented  our  walking  more  than  8  miles  this  day. 

19th. — Came  up   with  those  who  went  before    us  the  17th. 
Were  again  stopped  by  a  very  large  river,  which  the  violence  of 
the  wind  prevented  us  from  crossing.     We  therefore  employed  CoU«c«ng 
ourselves  in  collecting  muscles,  which,  in  our  present  situation,  food. 
was  a  great  relief,  having  been  without  a  more  generous  nourish- 
ment for  two  days  befora 

20th. — Grot  over  the  river  and  had  a  long  walk,  about  18 
miles,  through  an  immoiae  wood,  the  plain  of  which  was  covered 
with  long  grass.     We  had  the  good  fortune  this  day  to  have  a 
friendly  native  in  company,  who  undertook  to  be  our  guide,  by  a  native 
whose  good-natured  assistance  we  were  enabled  to  avoid  several  ^"  ^^' 
high  points  and  cut  off  a  great  deal  of  ground. 

21st. — Had  a  pleasant  walk  for  about  14  miles,  during  which  we 
met  a  party  of  natives  who  gave  us  plenty  of  fishes.     It  seems  they  Friendly 
had  met  the  Moor  whose  fr^ndship  we  experienced  yesterday,  and  "^  ^^' 
were  by  him  informed  of  our  distress,  so  that  we  were  indel:^;ed  to 
that  kind-hearted  fellow  for  his  guidance  and  this  day's  protection. 

22nd. — The  natives  accompanied  us  a  few  miles  and  returned, 
leaving  with  us  a  plentiful  supply  of  fish.  This  day  we  walked 
12  miles. 

23rd,  24th,  25th.— Walked  10  or  12  miles  each  day,  without  PeiWiiinr 
meeting  with  any  natives,  and  being  wholly  without  nourishment  ^^^^^r. 
almost  perished  for  want. 

26tk — ^At  9  am.  observed  several  natives  on  the  top  of  a  high 
bluff,  who  came  down  to  us  as  we  approached,  and  remained  with 
us  for  some  time.  When  we  had  made  signs  to  them  that  we 
were  hungry  and  modi  exhausted,  they  brought  us  plenty  of  fish  q°^"^^^^ 
and  treated  us  very  kindly.  After  we  had  refreshed  ourselves  and  Ssh. 
put  up  some  fish  to  carry  with  us,  we  were  preparing  to  proceed, 
when  about  fifty  strong  natives  mtade  their  appearance,  of  whom 
we  soon  took  leave,  giving  them  such  little  presents  as  we  could 
affi>rd,  and  with  whidi  they  were  apparently  well  satisfied.  We 
had  not  parted  more  than  twenty  or  thirty  minutes  when  a 
hundred  more  approached  us,  shouting  and  hallowing  in  a  most 
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1797      hideous  manner,  at  which  we  were  all  exceedingly  alarmed.    In  a 
xn  short  time  a  few  of  them  began  throwing  their  spears,  upon  which 

un<^HP^c<^   we  made  signs  to  them  to  desist,  giving  them  some  presents,  and 
appearing  noways  dismayed  at  their  conduct — any  other  demeanour 
on  our  part  would  have  been  quite  superfluous,  having  only  one 
musket  unloaded  and  two  pistols  out  of  repair,  and  at  best  were 
only  six  opposed  to  such  a  multitude,  for  our  little  company  were 
daily  dropping  off.     No  sooner  had  we  turned  our  backs  on  this 
Throe  of  the  savage  mob  than  they  renewed  hostilities  and  wounded  three  of 
wounded.      *^  ^'j  ^^'  Hugh  Thompson,  myself,  and  my  servant.    Notwith- 
standing this  disaster,  we,  in  our  painful  situation,  proceeded  8 
miles,  to  get  clear,  if  possible,  of  these  savages ;  but  just  as  we 
came  up  to  a  very  deep  bay  they  overtook  us  again.    This  pursuit 
induced  us  all  to  suppose  they  intended  to  murder  us — as  we  were, 
however,  to  make  a  virtue  of  necessity,  and  to  remain  among  them  all 
that  night,  though  it  may  be  well  supposed  that  the  anguish  of  cor 
minds  and  the  pain  of  our  wounds  prevented  the  possibility  of  sleep. 
27th. — Our  disagreeable  and  treacherous  companions  oontinned 
Departure  of  with  US  on  our  journey  until  about  9  a.m.,  when  they  betook  them- 
the  nativea.  gelves  to  the  woods,  leaving  us  extremely  happy  at  their  departure. 
We  continued  our  route  along  this  extensive  bay  10  mile& 

29th. — Met  with  some  brakish  water,  which  we  eagerly  swal- 
lowed ;  indeed,  all  the  rivers  we  examined  were  impregnated  with 
salt-water  from  their  connection  with  the  sea.     Walked  1 4  miles, 
stopped  by  a      30  th. — We  this  morning  reached  the  largest  river  we  had  met 
largo  river,    ^.^j^  since  we  came  to  this  large  bay.     Its  width  put  us  entirely 
to  a  stand,  and  prevented  our  crossing  over  until  the  evening.     As 
we  were  devising  means  to  accomplish  our  design  six  natives  very 
fortunately  came  to  our  assistance.     They  seemed,  however,  sus- 
picious of  us,  for  when  we  reached  the  opposite  bank  we  made 
signs  that  we  wanted  water,  and,  under  pretence  of  going  for  some, 
they  set  off,  but  never  returned.     We  were  not  able  to  proceed  any 
more  than  3  miles  this  day. 
Reecuedbya      The  fifteen  following  days  of  our  journey  were  much  the  same 
flehing-boat.  ^s  the  preceding,  until  we  very  fortunately  met  with  a  fishing-boat 
about  14  miles  to  the  southward  of  Botany  Bay. 

On  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Clark  and  his  unfortunate  companionsat  Port 

Jackson,  they  were  received  by  his  Excellency  Grovernor  Hunter 

with  such  kindness  and  humanity  as  it  were  impossible  to  describe, 

though  itsgrateful  remembrance  never  can  be  effaced  nor  diminished. 

Mr.  Clark  embarked  for  China  in  September,  on  board  the  Brit- 

Lon  ofthe    annia.    At  that  time  no  accounts  had  been  received  at  Port  Jackson 

\m^!oS^     of  the  small  schooner*  which  had  brought  away  a  partof  the  late  crew 

of  the  Sydney  Cove  from  the  island  on  which  they  were  wrecked. 

From  the  boisterous''wealher  which  had  prevailed  and  the  length 

of  time  she  was  missing,  it  was  feared  she  had  been  totally  lost 

*  This  was  the  longboat  FHiza,  oommanded  by  Mr.  Armstroivri  master  <rf  ijie  Supply,  ind 
not  the  schooner  Fnncifl,  which  returned  safely  to  Port  Jackson. 
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—  APPENDIX  B. 

SOlTi  

^^^j^anATivE  of  an  Expedition  in  the  Colonial  sloop  Norfolk,  from       1799 
*'^*'' 1  Port  Jackson,  through  the  Strait  which  separates  Van  Die- 
'"^  men's  Laud  from  New  Holland,  and  from  thence  round  the 
''^''l^uth  Cape  back  to  Port  Jackson,  completing  the  circum- 

^i^Avigation  of  the  former  Island,  with  some  remarks  on  the 
Ijoasts  and  harbours,  by  Matthew  Flinders,  2nd  Tt,  H.M.S. 

^ijleliance.* 

\}piniedfrom  a  IKS.  in  the  possesfsion  o/tJte  Honorable  Philip  Oidleip 
J.  King,  M,L,C.) 

jffE. — ^The  bearings  in  the  following  journal  are  all  magnetic, 
1  it  is  otherwise  particularly  expressed. 

■  daylight,  October  7th,  weighed  from  the  Cove  with  a  light  g^dngf  *0" 
•ly  air,  in  company  with  the  snow  Nautilus,  which  was  bound     * 
leaux's  Island  to  seal.    About  9  o'clock  passed  between  the 
the  sea-breeze  coming  from  the  N.E.     By  4  o'clock  Hat 
•re  true  west,  8  leagues,  from  which  we  took  our  departure, 
a  course  parallel  with  the  coast. 

f^n  ^ber  8th. — At  8  a.m.  hauled  up  and  passed  between  Montague  Paniiuf 
'*^  *'flt  and  the  coast  under  Mount  Dromedary.     There  is  a  small  Mrata^e 
"*'  [ion  the  west  side  where  a  boat  may  land  either  with  the  sea  id^nd. 
j»rjiDrtherly  winds.     We  got  on  ground  with  13  fathoms  at  a 
1  distant  from  the  west  side,  nor  saw  any  danger  beyond  a 
^fs  length  from  the  shora     It  lays  N.E.  b.  K  J  E.  from  Mt. 
— ^pedary.     No  observation  at  noon.      Supposed  latitude,  36^ 
jlJP^j  Dromedary,  N.'W.  by  N.  4  leagues. 

kiober  9th. — At  daybreak  the  wind  shifted  to  S.S.W.;  bore 

V  for  Twofold  Bay.  At  half-past  10  we  were  4  miles  due  east  of  on  Oreen 

in  Cape,  J  which  was  nearly  on  with  Cape  Howe,  bearing  about  ^^' 

At  noon  we  were  abreast  of  a  point  resembling  a  haycock,§ 

^  being  about  4  miles  to  the  south  of  Twofold  Bay,  and 

fcguishable  at  some  distance,  is  a  good  mark  for  knowing  the  . 

kooounts  of  this  voya«re  will  be  found  in  Collins  (vol  11,  pp.  143  to  104),  and  Fllndets's 

■a  Aostmlls"  (vol.  1.  pp.  cxxxviii  to  oxclH>— the  former  b>'  Bess,  the  latter  by  Flinders. 

Noop  Norfolk  was  built  by  Captain  Townson  at  Norfolk  Island,  in  the  autumn  of  1798, 

toy  his  despatches  to  Sydney  (ante,  p.  408).    She  was  25  tons  buitlen,  and  was  acoom- 

tA  by  a  private  vessel  named  the  Nautilus  (Captain  Bishop  and  Superoargo  Simpson), 

■est  of  seals  at  Fumeaux's  Island. 

■ontaffoe  Island  was  first  disoorered  to  be  separated  from  the  mainland  by  the  oonvict 

tSarpnie. 

So  called  by  Flinders  when  he  paawd  it  in  the  schooner  Fiands  on  Srd  Febmasy,  170S. 

GUled  by  Flinders  **  Haycock  Point" 

VOL.  Ill — 3  C 
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1798  bay  from  that  side.  Had  18  fam.  |  of  a  mile  from  it.  Having 
passed  the  point  and  on  with  Green  Cape  at  S.  30"  E.,  the  inter- 
mediate 7  or  8  miles  presenting  a  moderately  low  and  not  uneven 
coast,  waving  into  small  coves  near  the  point. 

At  a  cable's  length  from  the  low  rock  that  lays  a  little  off  the 

south  point  of  the  bay  there  is  10  f  ms,  but  in  standing  across  to 

the  north  side  had  no  ground  with  13  till  we  came  near  the  head. 

Snug  Cove,   on  the  west  side  of  which  is  Snug  Cove,  where  we  anchored  in 

3^  f  ms,  sandy  bottom.     The  south  point  of  the  bay  locked  on 

with  the  head.     The  latitude  of  Snug  Cove,  37*  4'  13'  S.    The 

variation,  about  10"  East. 

^riwnd'       The  importance  of  this  bay  arises  from  its  local  situation,  there 

Bay  as  a       being  no  other  place  of  shelter  for  a  vessel  larger  than  a  rowing- 

?eh!^?'''     boat  from  Jervis  Bay,  in  latitude  35"  5'  S.,  round  to  Comer  Inlet 

or  to  Fumeaux's  Island  in  40|°.     The  best  of  the  two  anchoring- 

places  is  that  on  the  north  side  in  Snug  Cove  off  the  centre  of  the 

beach,  where  the  south  point  of  the  bay  is  shut  on  with  the  head 

in  5  f 'ms  water.     A  ship  attempting  to  moor  with  a  southerly 

Directions     wind  should  drop  her  outer  anchor  a  little  before  the  head  comes 

inSnug"^"^  on  with  the  point,  and  should  be  careful  to  keep  the  lead  out 

sCove.  astern  as  she  veers  in  shore,  for  she  may  get  into  less  3  before  she 

is  aware.     Half  a  cable  upon  the  inshore  anchor  would  be  sulfi- 

cient     She  would  have  room  to  swing  at  single  anchor  if  let  go 

at  the  time  the  land  shuts  on,  and  I  believe  two  if  not  three  ships 

might  find  berths  here ;  smaller  vessels  would  go  closer  in  shore. 

Snug  Cove  is  so  situated  at  the  back  of  Stony  Head  that  it  is 

not  seen  till  the  vessel  comes  right  off  it ;  but  the  long  outer  beach 

on  the  north  side,  and  then  the  head,  point  out  its  place  in  the  bay 

suflSciently  for  a  vessel  to  run  for  it  who  had  not  the  sketch.* 

^oMdfboate '      At  the  east  end  of  the  great  south  beach  there  is  an  opening 

which  would  afford  excellent  shelter  for  boats  that  could  pass  over 

the  bar-entrance  in  6  feet  water ;  within  side  there  are  holes  of 

12  or  15  feet  depth.     This  opening  leads  into  a  shoal  lagoon  of 

saltwater,  which  spreads  itself  at  the  back  of  the  beach  almost  the 

Character  of  whole  length.     There  are  smaller  lagoons  or  swamps  at  the  back 

Surrounding  ^^  almost  every  beach  in  the  bay,  but  none  that  we  could  drink 

country.       the  water  of,  except  at  the  two  anchoring-places,  and  these  were 

brackish.     Wood  can  be  had  in  abundance  in  every  part  of  the 

Useful  as  a  .bay.     This  place  will  probably  be  of  service  to  whalers,  who,  when 

staUonf       fishing  off  the  coast,  might  be  glad  to  get  shelter  from  a  gale  of 

wind  in  a  place  that  would  take  so  little  time  in  going  in  and  out, 

and  it  is  not  unlikely  but  they  might  find  some  right  fish  here  ;  we 

saw  the  remains  of  one.t     This  bay  has  some  marks  by  which  it 

*  The  sketches  referred  to  in  this  narrative  have  not  been  preserved.  lAey  were,  bo«r. 
ever,  probably  idtotical  with  those  published  by  Flinders  in  his  "  Terra  Australia. " 

t  The  reef  or  rock  on  which  these  remains  were  seen  was  named  by  Flinders  "  Whale 
Spit." 
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may  be  known  besides  its  latitude.  The  land  at  the  back  lays  1798 
mach  more  in  hummocks  than  on  any  part  of  the  coast  near  it ; 
and  there  is  a  roundish  mount  about  3  leagues  inland,  bearing 
S. W.  i  \V.  from  the  bay,  which  is  sufficiently  distinguishable  above 
the  neighbouring  hills  to  be  seen  at  some  distance,  and  may  be 
more  especially  known  in  a  fine  day  by  having  Mt.  Dromedary  Londmarka. 
in  sight  about  12  leagues  distant,  bearing  N.  b.  W.  from  the 
entrance  of  Twofold  Bay.  The  outer  points  of  the  bay  are  remark- 
able by  having  each  a  dry  rock  laying  off  them.  The  next  point 
without  that  on  the  south  side  is  the  before-mentioned  Haycock 
Point ;  and  we  noticed  that  the  projection  next  the  north  point  was 
broken,  remarkable  land,  a  flat  piece  appearing  to  be  sepai'ated 
from  it.  It  is  high  water  about  nine  hours,  and  rises  about  7  'Rdeg. 
feet.  The  longitude  of  the  coast  is  150**  13',  which  is  13  miles 
farther  to  the  eastward.  Our  time  was  employed  from  the  9th  to 
the  14th  in  surveying  this  bay. 

October  14th. — In  the  morning  sailed  ;  and  soon  after  6  o'clock, 
having  run  10  leagues,  took  our  departure  from  Cape  Howe,  bear- 
ing N.W.  about  4  leagues,  and  steered  a  course  for  Fumeaux's  Searching 
Land  (if  any  such  existed),  north  of  Sisters,  in  the  latitude  of  39°.  ^rnoaux's 
The  wind  coming  round  to  the  N.W.,  I  hauled  up  S.W.,  thinking  Land, 
it  immaterial  whether  we  first  made  Wilson's  Promontory  and  run 
east  from  it  to  the  meridian  of  the  Sisters,  or  vice  versa,  each  of 
them  being  equally  well  calculated  to  ascertain  whether  the  pro- 
montory was  the  land  seen  by  Capt^ain  Fumeaux  after  leaving  the 
islands,  or  whether  any  other  existed  in  that  latitude. 

October  ISth — From  daybreak  on  Monday  to  noon  we  kept 
close  to  the  wind,  which  was  light. 

Light  and  variable  from  the  westward.  Our  observed  latitude 
then  was  38**  34',  and  longitude  by  dead  reckoning  149'  16'  E.,  but 
we  then  thought  it  was  farther  to  the  westward,  from  having  the 
appearance  of  land  N.N.W.  of  us  supposed  to  be  the  hills  at  the 
back  of  the  long  beach  ;  this  could  have  been  only  an  appearance. 

The  amplitude,  9°  54'  east  variation  at  sunset ;  and  we  again 
thought  there  was  land  bearing  well  to  the  westward,  which  raised 
our  hopes  of  soon  making  Wilson's  Promojitory.  As  soon  as  the  Asoertidning 
stars  made  their  appearance  I  got  a  set  of  distances  of  Fomalhaut  tude.^"^ 
east  and  Antares  west  of  the  moon,  by  each  of  the  sextants.  The 
result  was  considerably  to  the  eastward  of  our  dead  reckoning, 
and,  being  corroborate  by  some  taken  on  board  the  Nautilus, 
destroyed  all  hopes  of  a  westerly  current. 

October  16th. — Soon  after  daylight  tacked  to  the  N.W'ward, 
the  wind  being  at  W.S.W.,  but  saw  no  land ;  at  noon,  latitude 
38-  42  J'  S.,  longitude  by  dead  reckoning  148°  39'  E.     The  weather  B^^n? 
continued  fine,  whilst  the  wind  shifted  gradually  round  to  the  away  for 
south  to  east  in  the  course  of  the  following  night     We  kept  to  promontory. 
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the  wind  till  daylight,  and  then  made  the  signal  to  the  Nautilus 
and  bore  away  S.W.  to  make  the  promontory. 

October  17th. — At  noon  the  latitude  was  39**  11'  S.,  longitude 
148"  E.,  and  we  then  kept  W.  b.  S.  right  before  the  wind,  but  in 
half  an  hour  altered  the  course  to  ste^  for  land  which  s^pe&red 
in  the  S.S.  W.  At  1  hove  to,  and  got  ground  with  30  Fms,  broken 
shells,  being  then  about  5  leagues  from  the  islands.  They  prored 
to  be  the  high  barren  land,  separated  by  a  passage,  which  I  had 
seen  when  in  the  Francis,  schooner ;  but  had  laid  down  a  few 
miles  too  far  to  the  southward.  They  afterwards  obtained  tlie 
name  of  Kent's  Group. 

But  little  account  can  be  given  of  the  longitude  of  these 
islands,  having  no  timekeeper  on  board,  but  147"*  35'  £.  for  their 
centre  seems  to  agree  best  with  their  supposed  distance  from 
Fumeaux  Island ;  the  latitude  is  39*  27'  S.  At  4  o'clock  we 
were  close  to  the  small  island,  off  the  N.E.  end,  and  bore  away 
along  the  north  side,  and  through  the  channel  which  nearly  divid^ 
the  group  into  two  equal  parts.  It  lays  S.S.  W.  through  ;  is  about 
f  of  a  mile  wide,  and  so  deep  that  7  f  ms  up  and  down  did  not 
reach  the  bottom.  There  are  two  coves  on  the  east  and  one  on 
the  west  side,  in  one  or  other  of  which  small  vessels  might  lay 
securely  in  all  winds.  At  the  back  of  these  and  in  some  other 
places  the  high  bluff  land  is  intersected  by  gullies,  out  of  which 
gusts  of  wind  come  which  would  often  make  it  dangerous  to  carry 
much  sail  in  passing  through.  We  entered  the  channel  with  a  fresh 
breeze,  but  were  soon  becalmed  under  the  land,  when  in  a  moment 
a  gust  laid  the  gunwale  so  far  under  water  that  the  Nautilus 
expected  to  go  to  Fumeaux's  Island  by  herself.  After  this  pr(K)f 
there  could  not  be  much  doubt  but  that  if  the  rigging  was  well 
set  up  the  mast  was  able  to  upset  the  sloop,  and  it  is  my  opinion 
that  the  stringy  will  make  the  best  of  lower  masts,  when  lightened 
a  little  by  drying,  for  those  vessels  that  carry  them  of  a  single 
stick. 

When  clear  of  the  channel  we  saw  the  small  islands  bearing 
S.  W.  by  W.,  6  or  7  miles,  and  a  pyramidal  rock  to  the  south-east- 
wards, but  although  the  bearing  diffet^  a  good  deal  it  is  most 
probal^ly  the  same  that  was  seen  in  the  Francis.  Night  coming 
on  prevented  our  ascertaining  the  point ;  however,  we  saw  nothing 
of  it  steering  S.E.  b.  S. 

We  were  now  so  far  to  the  southward,  and  the  present  wind 
rendering  it  impossible  to  make  an  east  course  from  Wilsons 
Promontory,  that  I  gave  up  the  search  after  Fumeaux's  Land  till 
our  return,  and  kept  to  the  wind  all  night,  to  make  the  island  as 
far  to  the  northward  as  we  could. 

October  18th. — At  daybreak  moderately  high  land  appeared 
through  the  haze  from  N.E.  to  E.N.E.,  and  soon  after  a  round 
hill  to  the  southward  of  east,  which  proved  to  be  Mt.  Chappeil, 
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and  was  as  conspicuous  from  this  as  from  the  other  side;  the  1796 
mountains  of  Fumeaux's  largest  island  were  obscured  by  the 
haze.  The  wind  hanging  obstinately  to  the  eastward,  we  tacked 
to  the  northward,  working  up  under  the  low  land  between  us  and 
the  mount.  At  noon  the  observed  latitude  was  40°  22'  S.,  and 
the  mount  bore  28*"  to  the  northward  of  east,  the  nearest  land — 
a  low,  barren  island,  2  or  3  miles  in  length — being  about  4  miles 
distant.  On  approaching  the  high  land  first  made  in  the  morning 
we  found  a  small  low  island  laying  to  the  southward  of  it,  and 
connected,  or  nearly  so,  by  a  circular  reef  of  rocks,  whose  convex 
side  was  to  the  eastward.  The  wind  being  very  strong,  and  the  Looking  for 
weather  dull  and  threatening,  I  determined  to  try  for  anchorage  J^chonge. 
under  the  lee  of  the  reef  for  the  night.  We  accordingly  luffed 
close  round  the  island  about  dusk,  made  a  tack  into  the  bight,  and, 
finding  the  place  well  sheltered  from  the  easterly  sea,  dropped  the 
anchor  in  5  fms.,  having  found  a  coarse  sandy  bottom  with  7  at 
the  previous  cast,  but  it  proved  to  be  rocky  where  the  anchor  lay. 
The  Nautilus  stood  in  after  us,  but,  not  liking  the  appearance  of 
the  place,  ran  out  to  sea  again.  Between  the  island  and  the  reef 
is  a  space  where  we  expected  there  would  be  a  passage  out  for  us 
should  the  wind  come  round  to  the  westward,  but,  on  examining 
it  in  the  boat,  I  found  there  was  not  sufficient  water  through  for 
the  sloop  to  escape,  and  the  bottom  was  very  foul  everywhere. 
Fearing  the  rocks  might  cut  our  cable,  or  the  wind  shift  in  the 
night,  we  weighed  the  anchor  with  a  good  deal  of  difficulty,  stood  ^^  o«t 
out,  and  after  running  2  leagues  to  the  southward,  hauled  to 
the  wind,  under  the  close-reefed  mainsail  and  storm-jib  till  day- 
light, and  then  bore  away  to  pass  between  Mt.  Ohappell  and  the 
low  western  islands  to  join  the  Nautilus,  who  was  standing  off 
and  on. 

October  19th. — The  wind  being  now  from  the  N.E.,  on  approach-  ch«pp«ii 
ing  the  mount  it  appeared  that  the  island  on  which  it  stood  was  ^^^ 
small,  and  that  the  low  land  between  it  and  the  small  western 
island  was  a  separate  island ;  but  of  the  width  and  depth  of  the 
channel  between  it  and  the  mount  I  cannot  speak,  as  the  lee  side 
prevented  us  from  fetching  up,  and  the  weather  was  so  thick  and 
rainy  that  nothing  could  be  seen  of  it.     There  is  a  bight  on  the 
east  side  of  the.  large  western  island  with  a  sandy  beach,  which 
would  afford  shelter  from  westerly  winds.      The  water  in  this 
channel  is  discoloured,  but  there  is  more  than  10  fms  through 
it.    Its  width  is  near  2  mOes.      The  water  is  also  very  pale  for  DiBcoioured 
a  considerable  distance  off  the  west  side  of  these  islands.     On  ^*'^'^' 
sounding  we  found  a  sandy  bottom,  with  23  and  25  fms  at  3  leagues 
off.    This  cluster  bears  the  name  of  Chappell  Isles,  consonant 
with  the  mount.     They  are  rocky,  extremely  barren,  and  low, 
except  the  mount,  which  then  appeared  a  conspicuous  object  over 
them ;  but  it  was  so  no  longer  when  the  granite  mountains  of 
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1798  Furneaux's  largest  island  made  their  appearance  throagfa  the  haze, 
and  their  towering  peaks,  hathed  in  the  late  showers,  reflected  the 
gleaming  sunshine,  and  presented  a  spectacle  so  magnificent  and 
stupendous  that  the  circular,  gently-declining  Mount  Chappell 
ceased  to  attract  attention.  I  could  not  at  the  moment  blame 
the  sterility  that  produced  so  rich  a  scene.  Having  joined  the 
Nautilus,  we  steered  to  the  eastward  amongst  several  small  rocky 
islets  for  Cape  Franklin,  which  is  the  west  end  of  Cape  Barren 
Island.  The  passage  between  this  and  the  large  island  appeared 
to  be  clear  on  this  side,  but  I  afterwards  learned  from  Mr.  Bkliop 
Presenation  that  small  islands  and  rocks  lay  in  many  [parts]  of  it.  Preservatioii 
f.i    I  Island  behig  low,  and  laying  in  the  wake  of  the  hills  on  Clarke's 

Island,  when  seen  from  this  direction  did  not  make  its  appearance 
till  we  were  very  near  it.  Mr.  Bass  and  myself  went  on  shonf 
at  the  west  end  of  the  island,  which  we  passed  close  to,  as  well  as 
to  keep  clear  of  the  breakers,  which  lay  a  long  way  from  Nighl; 
Island,  as  for  the  convenience  of  landing. 

October  20th. — I  proposed  to  go  ahead  of  the  Nautilus  with  the 
sloop,  into  Armstrong's  Channel,  and  ascertain  the  nearest  situa- 
tion of  the  sealing  points  for  her  to  lay  in.  About  10  o'clock  on 
the  following  day  we  weighed  with  a  westerly  wind,  and  towed 
his  boat  over.  By  keeping  a  little  over  to  Clarke's  Island,  the 
soundings  were  never  less  than  3^  f  ms,  and  8  and  9  in  the  middle 
of  the  channel  past  Battery  Island.  Here  the  boat  returned  to 
pilot  the  snow.  We  stood  on  as  far  as  the  N.E,  point  of  Clarke's 
Island,  and  landed  on  the  largest  of  the  rocks  that  lay  off  it.  Find- 
ing the  snow  did  not  follow,  we  turned  back  with  the  fiood-tide, 
intending  to  stop  in  the  comer  near  Point  Whombat,  but  finding 
it  shoal,  we  anchored  2  or  3  cables'  length  from  the  N.E.  side  of 
Battery  Island  in  3J  f'ms,  with  a  sandy  bottom. 

October  22nd. — There  is  a  large  shoal  laying  to  the  eastward  oi 
Clarke's  Island,  and  nearly,  if  not  quite,  joins  the  western  passage 
island.  This  shoal  extended  a  good  way  to  the  northward,  and  is 
dry  in  some  places  at  low  water.  Standing  round  the  north  end 
of  this,  we  saw  the  snow  at  an  anchor  up  in  the  opposite  bight, 
several  miles  farther  from  the  seal  rocks  than  I  proposed  her  to  lay, 
which  was  off  the  southernmost  beach  near  the  high  land  of  Cape 
Barren  ;  but  it  afterwards  proved  that  she  was  in  a  better  place, 
the  beach  not  being  near  so  well  sheltered  from  the  present  westerly 
wind  as  I  expected  it  would  have  been  by  the  before-mentioned 
shoal.  Having  passed  two  rocks  which  lay  about  three  cables' 
length  off  the  beach,  we  luffed  round  and  let  go  the  anchor,  but 
found  it  did  not  hold ;  the  small  one  was  then  thrown  over  to 
assist  it,  not  having  the  sheet-cable  bent,  but  neither  did  it  hold, 
both  stops  appearing  to  have  broken  from  the  rings,  so  that  their 
weight  was  all  we  had  to  depend  upon,  and  this  was  not  sufficient 
to  hold  the  sloop  in  a  strong  breeze.     By  being  very  expeditious, 
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the  sheet-cable  was  bent,  and  the  anchor  got  over  the  side,  before      1798 
the  sloop  struck ;  but  we  had  only  7  feet  water  abaft 

October  27th. — We  were  detained  at  this  anchorage  by  a  heavy 
gale  of  wind  till  this  morning,  when  it  became  more  moderate, 
and  we  weighed  and  stood  over  with  the  flood-tide  to  the  Western 
Passage  Island,  on  which  two  of  the  people  landed  to  get  a  few 
sealskins.  In  standing  from  thence  to  speak  the  snow*  before  our 
final  departure,  the  shoal  water  on  the  north  side  of  the  channel 
obliged  us  to  tack  ;  and  a  heavy  squall  coming  on  at  the  same  time,  a  hea\-y 
we  anchored  in  5  fathoms,  and  soon  after  let  go  the  sheet-anchor,  "^"**^- 
there  being  a  good  deal  of  sea  and  the  wind  blowing  a  gale  from 
W.S.  W.  The  peak  of  Cape  Barren  bore  from  us  N.N.E.  |  E.,  and 
the  inner  rocky  point  S.E.  b.  S.  A  boat  that  came  to  us  in  con- 
sequence of  a  signal  was  not  able  to  return  till  the  following 
morning. 

October  29th. — It  was  not  till  the  morning  of  the  Monday  follow-  The  gale 
ing  that  the  gale  was  sufficiently  moderated  to  allow  of  moving ;  "»<>^«™*^"ff- 
we  then  ran  over  to  the  little  sandy  bay  under  the  lee  of  the  island, 
which  the  two  people  were  upon,  and  anchored  in  2^  fathoms, 
having  the  rocks  off  the  N.E.  end  of  the  island  and  the  peak  nearly 
on  at  N.N.E.  The  outer  part  of  the  reef  that  lays  off  the  south 
point  of  the  bay  bore  S.E.  b.  E.  and  within  1 J  points  of  being  shut 
on  with  the  south  end  of  the  eastern  island,  which  is  the  only  part 
that  this  bay  is  exposed  at ;  from  thirty  points  of  the  compass  it 
is  tolerably  well  sheltered. 

The  channel  between  these  two  Passage  Islands  lays  about  S.S.E. 
and  N.N.W.,  and  is  nearly  a  mile  wide.  The  flood  coming  from  the 
southward  joins  the  more  rapid  tide  from  the  eastern  passage  and 
runs  to  the  N.W'ward,  leaving  a  shoal  on  each  side. 

After  filling  up  the  large  bight  called  Kent's  Bay,  by  Mr.  The  tides. 
Simpson,  where  the  snow  lay,  the  tide  turns  to  the  W.S.W., 
between  the  N.E.  end  of  Clarke's  Island  and  the  opposite  sloping 
point  on  Cape  Barren  Island.  The  limits  of  the  channel  being 
liere  contracted,  the  velocity  of  the  tide  is  increased,  and  thence 
the  depth  of  this  part  is  greater  than  we  found  it  anywhere  else. 
On  the  west  side  of  these  projections  the  sand  left  by  the  eddy 
has  accumulated  to  shoals,  which  are  partly  dry  at  low  water,  shoais. 
The  body  of  the  tide  runs  west-southerly,  past  the  south  end  of 
Battery  Island  and  Point  Whombat,  in  a  channel  of  9  to  12  fa'ms 
deep,  and  continues  its  course  through  between  the  northern  end 
of  Preservation  Island  and  the  opposite  shore,  where  as  far  as  we 
went  there  is  7  to  10  fa'ms  in  the  deepest  On  the  west  side  of 
Point  Whombat  there  is  a  shoal,  which  extends  along  the  shore 
and  bounds  the  north  side  of  the  channel.  There  is  also  one  ^n 
the  wake  of  Preservation  Island,  bounding  the  south  side.  It 
lays  directly  under  the  lee  of  the  body  of  this  island  with  a 
westerly  wind. 

*  The  sealing-vessel  Nautilus. 
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1796  The  passage  between  Clarke's  and  IVeaarvation  Islands  is  wider 

and  shoaler  than  that  on  the  north  side  of  the  latter.  There  seems 
to  be  but  little  tide  running  through  either  way,  bat  it  is  open  to 
the  S.W.  wind  and  swell. 

The  passage  into  Kent's  Bay  lays  close  along  the  shore  on  the 
east  side  of  Sloping  Point,  and  the  anchorage  in  5  to  7  fa'ais, 
at  the  back  of  a  small  rocky  islet,  which  breaks  off  the  southerly 
sea,  and  none  other  can  have  any  effect.  No  ship  ought  to  attempt 
to  go  on  the  north  side  of  Battery  Island.  In  the  afternoon,  whilst 
we  were  on  shore,  the  westerly  wind  died  away,  and  a  breeze  sprung 
up  at  £.  b.  S.,  which  threw  some  swell  into  the  bay,  although  the 
wind  had  near  a  point  hold  of  the  eastern  island,  and  was  light. 

October  dOth. — Before  the  morning  it  blew  a  moderate  breeze 
from  the  westward,  and  as  there  was  good  cause  to  distrust  the 
sloop's  ability  to  advance  in  the  teeth  of  it,  we  employed  Tuesday 
as  preceding  day,  in  getting  a  few  sealskins  dried  to  make  08  good 
warm  cap& 

October  31st — On  Wednesday  morning  we  got  under  weigh  in 
time  enough  to  have  the  advantage  of  the  whole  of  the  flood,  which 
was  the  weather  tide,  what  wind  there  was  being  still  from  the  west- 
ward. At  noon  the  observed  latitude  was  40"  39'  H*'  S.,  and  the 
largest  of  the  Swan  Islands  bore  S.  43  W.  about  7  miles ;  when  it 
bore  S.S.W.  1^  miles,  we  sounded  in  14  f'ms,  upon  a  sandy  bottom, 
and  at  1^  cables'  length  off  the  rocks  at  the  east  end  of  the  island  in 
10  f'ms.  The  flood-tide  having  done  running,  and  the  wind  being 
still  from  the  westward,  we  turned  up  into  a  little  sandy  bay  and 
anchored  soon  after  3  o'clock  in  4  f'ms,  at  2  or  3  cables'  lengths 
from  the  beach,  the  S.E.  point  of  the  island  bearing  N.  CC"*  £., 
and  the  extreme  of  Van  Diemen's  Land  S.  49°  £.  between  3  or 
4  leagues,  between  which  points  this  little  bay  is  exposed  to  the 
easterly  winds.  This  island  is  near  3  miles  in  length,  and  in  its 
shape  and  produce  seems  to  resemble  Preservation  Island  ;  but 
the  latter  has  the  advantage  in  having  kangaroos  upon  it,  no 
marks  of  which  were  seen  here.  We  might  have  expected  to  And 
seals  here,  being  in  sight  of  the  islands  where  they  abound,  but 
not  one  was  met  with.  Indeed  the  selection  of  place  which  these 
animals  make  is  beyond  my  comprehension ;  they  will  leave  one 
island  unoccupied  close  to  several  others  where  they  cover  the 
shores — nay,  one  point  upon  the  same  island  will  be  so  left,  and 
totally  without  any  apparent  reason,  at  least  in  the  form  or  situ- 
ation of  the  ground.  We  may  conjecture  that  they  follow  their 
food,  preferring  those  points  and  islands  for  their  residence  where 
the  most  flsh  are  to  be  found;  and  the  choice  of  the  latter  is  deter- 
mined by  streams  and  eddies,  and  perhaps  by  many  other  causes 
which  to  us  are  imperceptible.  I  had  been  led  to  suppose  we  should 
Swan  Isles.  And  great  numbers  of  swans  upon  this  island,  for  a  man  who  had 
been  left  at  Preservation  Island  with  a  part  of  the  cargo  of  the 
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wrecked  ship  Sydney  Cove,  told  me  he  had  visited  it  and  found  the      1706 
ground  thickly  strewed  with  their  eggs,  from  which  account  I  had 
called  this  and  the  small  rocky  patches  near  it  the  Swan  Isles,  a 
name  they  appear  very  little  to  deserve. 

November  1st. — ^The  flood  making  about  9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Onder 
we  were  under  weigh  at  that  time,  and  off  the  south  end  of  the  ^•***^* 
island,  carrying  6,  7,  and  8  fathoms  along  it  at  less  than  2  cables' 
lengths  from  the  rocks.  There  is  another  bay  at  the  S.W.  end  of 
the  island ;  it  does  not  bight  back  so  far  as  that  in  which  we 
anchored  at  the  S.E.,  but  having  a  more  southern  aspect,  it  seems 
to  be  not  so  much  exposed  to  easterly  winds. 

Being  nearly  calm,  we  drifted  with  the  tide  towards  the  N.E. 
point  of  Van  Diemen's  Land,  afterwards  named  by  Oovernor 
Hunter,  Cape  Portland  ;  the  depth  of  water  generally  8  f  ms,  with  Cape 
a  sandy  bottom,  to  within  a  mile  of  the  shore,  when  it  shoaled  to  3.  ^°'*'^"''' 
The  sun  was  upon  the  meridian  whilst  in  that  situation,  and  gave 
the  latitude  40*  43'  40''  S.,  and  the  peak  of  Cape  Barren  bearing  BeuintcB  of 
N.  3V  E.,  the  longitude  will  be  148*  6' ;  taking  the  peak  in  148'*  headUnd.. 
26'  E.,  as  the  run  to  Low  Head  at  the  entrance  of  Port  Dalrymple, 
and  the  lunar  observations  taken  in  that  port,  after  wares  gave  it. 
Had  I  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  had  one  of  the  timekeepers 
on  board  the  sloop  that  were  at  Port  Jackson,  the  relative  positions 
of  all  these  places  that  are  within  a  few  days'  run  of  Port  Dalrymyle 
would  have  been  well  ascertained,  and  from  the  arrangement  of 
the  observations  taken  there,  and  their  number,  the  real  situations 
would  probably  have  been  as  near  the  truth  as  the  lunar  distances 
at  present  usually  give. 

From  the  easternmost  extreme  of  the  land  to  Cape  Portland  character  of 
the  shore  is  sandy,  and  apparently  barren  enough,  but  rises  gradu-  ***®  <»«ntr>\ 
ally  to  hills,  which  seem  well  clothed  with  verdure.     The  coast  is 
almost  a  continued  beach.     There  are  two  or  three  small  low 
islands  off  the  cape,  which  bore  W.N.W.  about  2  miles  at  noon, 
and  some  patches  of  dry  sand  between  them  and  the  sloop.    Fear- 
ing these  might  be  connected  with  the  cape  by  shoals,  we  put  the 
vessel's  head  to  the  northward,  and  as  she  had  steerage  way,  ex- 
pected to  have  passed  round  the  whole.     This  was  accomplished, 
but  the  tide  increased^  its  rapidity  so  much  on  approaching  the  a  strong 
outermost  island  that  it  took  away  all  command  of  the  vessel,  ^^^®' 
and  we  no  sooner  perceived  a  ledge  of  rocks  laying  off  the  N.E. 
end  of  the  island  than  we  were  hurried  into  the* middle  of  it,  and 
saw  the  stones  close  under  the  bottom.     Before  the  sweeps  could 
be  got  out  or  any  other  movement  effected,  the  tide  carried  us  into 
deep  water ;  and  probably  found  a  deeper  channel  fw  us  than  we 
could  have  dene  for  ourselves. 

From  this  island  a  line  of  shoal  water  extends  so  far  to  the 
eastward  towards  the  small  western   Swan   Liles  that  I  doubt 


778 


HISTORICAL  B£COBDS  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


1796 


Tlie  veMel 
carried  out 
of  her 
course. 


Double 
Uland. 


Isle  Water- 
house. 


Probability 
of  finding  a 
river. 


Latitude 

and 

longitude. 


-whether  a  ship  would  find  a  passage  between,  and  therefore  it 
would  be  hazardous  to  attempt  passing  a  line  between  the  isles  and 
the  main  until  1  better  known. 

The  flood-tide  continued  to  carry  us  rapidly  to  the  N.W. 
towards  a  strong  ripling,  which  we  endeavoured  to  pass  to  the 
northward  of  by  the  assistance  of  our  sweeps ;  but  on  approach- 
ing it  we  found  it  extended  that  way  as  far  as  could  be  discerned, 
curving  a  little  to  the  eastward;  and  was  more  than  a  cable's 
length  in  breadth.  There  was  no  other  choice,  therefore,  than  to 
look  out  for  that  part  where  the  water  was  least  disturbed :  in 
passing  through  we  found  9  fathoms  water  in  the  middle  of  it. 
The  northernmost  of  the  islands  off  Cape  Portland  is  divided  into 
two  parts,  nearly  equal  in  size,  whence  it  will  be  distinguished 
by  the  name  of  Double  Island.  The  ripple  commences  about  a 
mile  N.  W.  of  this ;  but  whether  there  is  deeper  water  upon  the 
breaking  part,  close  to  the  island,  that  I  cannot  detei-mine.  Our 
sounding  of  9  fathoms  upon  the  ripple  may,  perhaps,  be  near  the 
average  depth ;  but  as  this  agitation  of  the  water  is  most  prohablj 
occasioned  by  the  tide  passing  rapidly  over  an  irr^ular  bottoou 
the  soundings  will  necessarily  be  irregular  also. 

The  flood-tide  continued  to  run  till  4  o'clock,  carrying  us  nov 
to  the  S. W'ward  towards  a  large  bight  round  the  cape  ;  when  the 
ebb  made  we  dropped  the  anchor  in  1 1  fathoms,  the  weather  bein^; 
still  calm  and  the  evening  very  fine.  The  Double  Island  then  bore 
N.  36**  E.  2  or  3  miles  ;  and  the  westernmost  land  in  sight,  after- 
wards named  by  Governor  Hunter,  Isle  Waterhonse,  S.  49'  W. 
The  coast  round  the  bight  is  sandy,  the  same  as  to  the  eastward  <^ 
Cape  Portland,  and  rose  gradually  at  the  back  to  high  mountains, 
a  range  of  which,  bearing  S.  b.  £.,  much  resembles  the  peak  and 
high  land  of  Cape  Barren,  seen  in  the  same  direction. 

As  rivers  are  usually  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  mountains, 
their  channels  being  hollowed  out  by  the  water  from  the  heights 
tracing  the  same  course  down  to  the  sea  during  a  succesaon  of 
time,  so  we  expected  to  find  some  opening  in  this  bight  ;  and  the 
ebb-tide  coming  at  the  rate  of  2  J  knots  from  more  than  two  points 
within  the  westernmost  land  assisted  the  conjecture,  and  led  us  tu 
hope  that  if  the  wind  should  come  dead  into  the  bight  and  too 
strong  to  beat  out  against,  there  might  yet  be  a  better  fate  in  reserve 
for  us  than  to  be  driven  on  shore. 

By  the  meridional  altitude  of  the  planet  Mars  the  latitude  of 
the  anchoring-place  was  40®  44'  S.,  which  is  the  situation  of  Cape 
Portland  by  the  observation  at  noon,  and  it  now  bore  nearly  east 
of  us  about  2  miles  distant.  A  single  set  of  distances  of  the 
sun  east  of  the  moon  gave,  when  corrected,  according  to  the  Pon 
Dairy mple  observations,  148"*  6i' ;  but  I  preferred  the  bearing  of 
Cape  Barren  Peak,  and  from  it  have  placed  Cape  Portland  in  148' 
3'  to  1'  E.  in  the  chart     By  the  sun's  amplitude,  the  variation 
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▼as  12**  20'  K,  but,  as  before  observed,  our  azimuth  compass  could      1708 
seldom  be  depended  on  to  2  or  3  degress.     I  believe  the  variation 
to  be  about  9°. 

November  2nd. — In  the  morning  we  weighed  with  a  breeze  at 
RS.K,  and  steered  south  for  the  head  of  the  bight  in  a  line  steering 
parallel  with  the  larboard  shore.  It  forms  into  sandy  bights,  and  *®"**'* 
has  some  low  rocky  islands  laying  along  it  at  a  small  distance ; 
the  largest  might  be  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long.  At  noon  the  latitude 
observed  was  4^0^  49'  id"  S.  Our  distance  from  the  beach  near 
the  head  of  the  bight  was  not  more  than  1^  miles,  and  the  Double 
Island  and  Cape  Portland  were  in  a  line  bearing  N.  18  K  6  miles. 
After  standing  a  mile  farther  on  the  same  course  we  bore  away 
S.W.,  and  afterwards  W.N.W.  along  the  shore  for  Isle  Water- We  w»ter- 
house,  finding  no  river  or  opening  of  any  kind.  This  island  is  **^"*®' 
about  3  miles  in  length,  moderately  high  and  level,  and  its  dis- 
tance from  the  west  point  of  the  large  bight  is  about  1^  miles. 
There  is  a  sandy  hillock  upon  this  point  of  the  bight,  and  some 
rocks  laying  a  quarter  of  a  mile  right  off  it,  but  at  a  mile  distance 
there  is  8  f'ms.  Seeing  the  coast  trend  well  to  the  southward  of 
west,  we  hauled  up  within  the  island  and  steered  along  it.  Our 
soundings  in  the  passage  were  never  less  than  4  f'ms,  but  the 
bottom  being  a  white  sand,  the  discoloured  patches  showed  them- 
selves as  distinctly  as  if  there  had  been  only  as  many  feet.  A 
small  rocky  island  lays  only  |  of  a  mile  off  the  S.E.  end  of  Isle 
Waterhouse,  and  somewhat  contracts  the  width  of  the  channel ; 
but  the  depth  of  water  had  increased  to  6  fathoms  when  abreast 
of  it.     There  were  many  birds,  and  a  few  hair-seals  upon  it. 

The  main  continued  rather  low  near  the  shore,  with  patches  The 
of  trees  in  places  sandy  beaches  in  general  skirting  it  as  before.  "***"^^- 
After  running  about  4  miles  S.  W.  by  W.  the  coast  trended  S.S.W. 
into  a  bight,  and  then  rounds  out  to  a  point,  from  which  Isle 
Waterhouse  bore  N.E.  10  miles.     This  projection  is  composed  of 
sandhills,  as  is  another  much  resembling  it,  2  miles  W.S.W.  of 
it.    Seeinj(  rocks  laying  out  some  distance  to  the  westward  of  this 
last  point,  we  sounded  past  it  in  5  and  4  fa'ms,  at  ^  of  a  mile 
^listant.     At  dusk  we  hauled  to  the  wind  off  the  coast ;   the 
furthest  land  in  sight  bore  S.  60  W.  about  5  miles,  and  an  island 
about  a  mile  long  much  resembling  Isle  Waterhouse  N.  9"  E. 
nearly  the  same  distance.     The  wind  was  now  fresh  at  N.E.,  and 
<^ntinued  so  all  night,  during  which  time  stood  to  and  fro,  keeping  standingr  on 
the  island  in  sight.  SS?hf"" 

November  3rd. — At  daybreak  we  were  1 J  [miles]  to  the  west- 
ward of  it.  The  top  appeared  green  and  level,  and  the  shores  rocky, 
but  I  did  not  see  any  seals  upon  it.  Having  regained  yesterday's 
track,  we  kept  along  the  shore  for  the  head  set  last  night,  which 
>^'as  higher  than  usual,  and  remarkable  for  being  the  first  cliffs  we 
had  met  with  on  the  coast.     The  high  land  approaches  nearer  to 
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the  shore  here,  and  is  not  eo  peaked  and  irregular  as  before.  Then 
were  smokes  rising  both  ahead  and  astern  of  iis  from  the  low  sptoe 
between  the  mountains  and  the  coast. 

The  wind  having  come  round  to  N.  b.  £.,  we  hauled  up  to 
W.  b.  N.  and  passed  near  a  small  rocky  island  which  lays  abom 
2^  miles  to  the  N.  W.  of  the  cliffy  head ;  a  few  overgrown  hair- 
seals  were  sitting  on  the  uppermost  parts  of  it  At  noon  observed 
the  latitude  to  be  40*"  55'  25"  S.,  and  the  clifiy  head  bore  S.  76  R 
4  or  5  miles;  our  longitude,  147'  16^'  E.  From  this  head  tht 
shore  again  became  sandy.  A  projection  about  2  leagues  furUier 
on  opened  from  it  at  S.  58**  W.,  but  it  then  turns  more  to  the 
southward  to  a  low  head,  which  bore  from  us  S.  21  W.  3  leagues, 
the  farthest  extreme  S.  39  W.  At  this  time  we  altered  the  course 
to  S.W.  b.  W.,  still  increasing  our  offing  somewhat,  for  the  wind 
was  now  upon  the  beam,  and  I  feared  it  might  come  still  &rtber 
forward.  Being  very  desirous  to  find  some  place  of  shelter  that 
might  save  us  from  being  driven  back,  should  the  wind  head  us  and 
come  to  blow,  and  finding  the  land  to  hollow  in  behind  the  lev 
head,  at  2  we  steered  S.S.E.  towards  it.  As  we  advanced  the  pon 
became  more  conspicuous,  and  in  two  hours  we  had  passed  the  lov 
head  and  steered  in  S.E.  with  a  strong  flood-tide.  Some  shoals  that 
were  not  quite  covered  we  left  on  the  starboard  hand,  and,  as  near 
as  the  wind  would  permit  us,  steered  a  straight  course  for  the 
entrance,  which  appeared  to  load  into  a  large  basin  or  bay."*^  This 
course  took  us  through  several  strong  riplings  and  whirlpools,  upcsi 
which  there  was  9,  7,  and  5  fathoms,  but  directly  we  were  in  the 
smooth  water  could  find  no  bottom  with  13.  About  3  miles  frooi 
the  entrance  a  low  green  island  lays  in  nearly  the  midchannel,  bnt 
I^ref erring  the  direct  course  into  the  basin,  we  left  it  on  the  larboani 
hand.  From  8  fathoms  the  next  casts  of  the  lead  were  3i  fathona 
and  6  feet,  and  immediately  the  sloop  touched  the  grouncf ;  but  tht* 
bottom  being  soft  and  the  tide  flowing,  she  dragged  over  without 
injuiy,  and  the  water  gradually  deepened  till  we  had  the  channel 
open  from  the  other  side  of  the  Green  Island,  when  the  line  showed 
7  and  8  fathoms,  and  then  no  ground  with  13. 

Finding  the  tide  hustling  us  we  scarcely  knew  whither,  and  the 
evening  coming  on,  steered  over  to  the  west  side  between  some  shag 
rocks  that  shewed  their  heads  above  water  and  the  point  they  laj 
off.  Here  the  water  shoaled,  but  getting  2  fa'ms  a  little  fcirther 
off  the  shore,  dropped  the  anchor.  From  the  masthead  I  had  seen 
the  western  arm  over  the  low  point  of  land,  and  was  a  good  deal 
surprised  to  find  the  entrance  into  it  so  shallow.  Four  unfledged 
black  swans  that  were  caught  up  it  by  the  boat,  and  brought  on 
board  in  the  evening,  afforded  us  great  joy,  considering  them  to 
be  an  earnest  of  fresh  provisions  as  long  as  we  should  stay  here. 

*  Nanied  by  Governor  Hunter  *'  Port  Dalryiuplo,"  in  honor  of  Alexander  Dalrymple,  ^^* 
drogrrapher  to  the  Admlralt}-.>-Poet,  p.  788. 
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November  4th. — In  the  morning  Mr.  Bass  [landed]  to  walk  into      1708 
the  country,  with  two  men  to  accompany  him.    I  employed  myself 
in  measaring  a  base-line,  and  getting  bearings  from  several  stations  Measurinff  a 
near  the  vessel  for  a.  survey  of  the  port,  and  at  noon  observed  **"«-"°'-*' 
the  latitude  with  the  artificial  horizon  upon  the  Shag  Bock  to  be 
irl**  8'  2d"  S.     These  rocks  are  a  good  large  collection  of  stones, 
which  are  covered  at  high  water  at  the  spring  tides.     At  about 
two  ships'  lengths  off  there  is  3  or  4  fathoms  all  round. 

From  hence  I  went  down  to  the  G-reen  Island,  and  being  low-  Examining 
water  time,  saw  the  shoals  in  the  mouth  of  the  port  extending  so  ^®  ^'^* 
far  from  each  side  that  it  was  a  matter  of  surprise  to  me  how  we 
got  np  so  &.r  as  this  island  without  touching  the  ground.  In  the 
deep  channel  that  turns  round  to  the  east  of  this  island  there  is  a 
rock  lays  in  nearly  the  middle  of  it,  but  the  water  is  very  deep  in 
the  passages,  particularly  between  the  island  and  the  rock. 

The  greatest  part  of  Green  Island  has  long  coarse  grass  upon  it,  Oreen 
and  several  small  trees  and  bushes.  The  large  noisy  ^Is  frequent 
it  for  the  purpose  of  laying  their  eggs,  several  of  which  we  found. 
There  were  also  some  old  nests  of  swans,  with  the  broken  shells  in 
theoL  These,  I  think,  are  marks  of  the  inability  of  the  natives  to 
get  over  from  the  main,  and  led  me  to  suppose  they  had  no  canoes 
amongst  them.  The  young  flood  had  made  when  I  returned,  and 
formed  ripples  and  whirlpools  everywhere.  On  one  of  the  strongest 
of  these  there  was  25  fathoms.  Seeing  Mr.  Bass  at  the  waterside, 
we  took  him  off  in  our  way  on  board,  and  a  kangaroo  weighing 
80  or  90  pounds,  which  he  had  shot,  and  which  was  amongst  the 
smallest  of  a  flock  he  had  fallen  in  with. 

In  the  evening  three  of  the  people  requested  to  take  the  boat  up 
the  western  arm,  which  I  granted,  with  an  injunction  not  to  land. 
In  two  or  three  hours  they  returned  with  six  swans,  which,  having  Swans, 
no  wing-feathers,  they  had  run  down. 

November  5th. — The  following  morning  about  7  o'clock  the 
vessel  lifted  her  anchor  and  drifted  up  the  western  arm  with  the  Drifting 
tide  abreast  of  Bed  Bill  Point,  before  it  was  perceived.  On  veering  J^*^  ^^^ 
to  7  f  a'ms  on  the  cable  she  brought  up,  but  as  I  imagined  the  cable 
had  been  shortened  by  getting  foul  round  the  anchor,  for  she  had 
rode  over  two  tides  with  the  same  scope,  we  dropped  our  small 
anchor  and  sighted  the  other,  but  it  was  clear.  We  moored  where 
she  then  lay,  being  about  a  cable's  length  from  the  north  shore  on 
one  side,  and  as  much  from  the  shoal  on  the  other.  The  greatest 
part  of  this  morning  I  was  tantalized  with  the  hope  of  getting  some 
lunar  observations,  but  the  clouds  at  length  prevailed,  and  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  get  a  meridional  altitude  had  I  been  within 
the  reach  of  the  sextant ;  but  the  observation  by  the  artificial 
horizon  yesterday  shewed  me  that  no  more  could  bH  got  here  in  the 
same  manner.  The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  in  surveying  and  Surveying. 
searching  for  a  watering-place  ;  but  neither  Mr.  Bass  or  myself  met 


782 


HISTORICAL  KECORDS   OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


Thedoop 


Searching 
for  fresh 
water. 


1798  with  any  in  our  excursions  that  was  at  all  convenient.  I  therefore 
determined  to  proceed  up  higher,  as  well  as  to  examine  the  port, 
as  from  the  necessity  we  were  under  of  getting  water  before  ve 
sailed. 

November  6th. — Accordingly,  next  morning  we  got  under  weigh 
with  that  intention,  but  the  flood-tide  being  almost  as  mudi  as 
she  could  stem,  and  sweeping  round  the  point  of  the  shoal,  we  got 
upon  it  before  the  sloop  could  answer  her  helm.  The  rise  of  the 
tide  and  a  little  exertion  got  her  off  without  any  in]ary,  and  ve 
made  sail  with  a  fresh  westerly  wind  past  the  Shag  Rocks  over  to 
the  middle  island,  under  the  lee  of  which  I  proposed  to  anchor, 
but  finding  [it]  too  shoal  there  even  for  the  sloop,  we  stood  iato 
the  bight  on  the  north  side,  and  kept  along  the  shore  upwarcU, 
looking  out  for  a  stream  of  water  and  a  cove  to  anchor  in  out  of  the 
tide's  way.  We  carried  10  f  ms  or  more  tolerably  dose  to  the  shore. 
After  running  2  or  3  miles  a  cove  presented  itself,  into  which,  from 
the  formation  of  the  hills  at  the  back,  it  was  probable  there  would 
be  some  drain  of  water.  The  cove  was  too  shoal  for  the  sloop  to 
lay  in,  but  meeting  with  a  bank  where  there  was  5  fathonois  of  water 
we  anchored,  and  went  on  shore  in  the  boat  to  examine  it.  Marks 
of  natives  having  been  here  some  little  time  back  were  numerons, 
and  we  found  what  was  of  much  more  importance  to  us — a  stream 
of  water  coming  into  the  N.  W.  corner  of  the  cove.  Near  the  middle 
of  it  also  was  a  gully,  which  had  contained  a  run  in  wet  weather, 
and  at  this  time  there  were  several  holes  in  it  full  of  the  best  water 
I  had  ever  tasted,  and  this  being  more  convenient  to  get  at  than 
the  other  was  pitched  upon  for  our  purposa 

A  native.  During  dinner-time  a  native  came  down  to  the  shore  opposite 

to  us,  and  employed  or  amused  himself  by  setting  fire  to  the  grass 
in  different  places,  and  soon  after  we  observed  a  smoke  likewise 
upon  the  middle  island.  As  I  wanted  some  angles  from  this  place, 
Mr.  Bass  and  myself  went  there  in  our  little  boat^  but  the  natives 
had  then  left  the  island,  most  probably  at  our  approach,  for  soon 
after,  on  looking  round  with  a  telescope,  I  saw  three  walking  up 
from  the  dry  flat,  which  at  low  water  joins  this  island  to  the  main. 
They  appeared  to  be  a  man,  a  woman,  and  a  boy  ;  the  two  former 
seemed  to  have  something  like  a  small  cloak  of  skins  wrapped 
round  them. 

Watering.  November  7th.  — The  getting  on  board  1  \  tons  of  water  employed 
the  boat  and  people  on  Wednesday  morning,  and  the  shoalness  of 
the  cove  was  such  that  the  hogsheads  could  only  be  rafted  off  at 
high  water.  In  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Bass  and  myself  landed  on  the 
opposite  shore;  he  to  examine  the  internal  part  of  the  country,  and 
I  to  ascertain  the  winding  of  the  coast-line,  and  by  a  long  base 
to  connect  the  different  parts  of  what  may  be  called  the  basin  widi 
this  eastern  arm.  About  sunset  we  returned  without  anything  in 
particular  occurring  to  either  of  us. 
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November  9th. — ^The  whole  of  the  next  day  the  wind  blew  strong      1796 
f  tx)m  the  eastward,  with  thick  rainy  weather.     On  the  following 
moruing  we  got  under  weigh  with  the  first  of  the  flood,  and  turned  Under 
upwards,  the  wind  being  at  S.E.  in  a  light  breeze.     When  abreast  "®  ^ 
of  Point  Rapid,  where  the  main  stream  runs  short  to  the  S.EVard, 
X  left  the  sloop  to  Mr.  Bass,  iftid  went  ai^ay  in  the  boat  to  examine 
how  this  eastern  branch  terminated,  and  to  get  a  few  bearings 
to  correct  the  survey  as  went  up.     From  the  flood-tide  nmning 
so  strong,  the  haste  I  was  obliged  to  make  to  follow  after  the  sloop 
prevented  me  from  going  up  to  the  head  of  this  branch,  but  it 
appeared  to  terminate  as  laid  down  in  the  sketch  of  the  port. 
Having  no  lead  in  the  boat,  I  could  not  ascertain  whether  it  is  Examininp 
deep  enough  for  vessels  to  lay  in,  but  it  appeared  to  be  sa     The  Biun^^™ 
^"ind  having  dwindled  away  to  a  calm  (and  the  sloop  would  con- 
sequently be  unable  to  make  any  other  progress  than  from  the 
tide),  I  stopped  at  almost  all  the  conspicuous  projections  to  collect 
materials  for  laying  down  the  river  as  we  proceeded.     Having 
passed  a  small  green  island,  which  was  thickly  covered  with  flower-  Brush 
ing  shrubs  (afterwards  called  Brush  Island),  and  seeing  two  arms  ^•™*- 
in  quite  opposite  directions,  I  began  to  fear  wo  should  miss  the 
sloop.     The  small  remains  of  flood-tide  determined  me  to  take 
that  whose  course  lay  to  the  S.E.     The  width  of  this  reach  is  but 
a  short  quarter  of  a  mile,  being  much  narrower  and  the  banks 
are  higher  than  in  any  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  river.     At  the 
end  of  this  reach  the  river  opened  out  to  a  large  piece  of  water  Abroad- 
like  a  sea,  the  end  of  which  was  scarcely  discernible.     However,  ^***'' 
we  soon  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  the  sloop  coming  to  an  anchor 
about  half  a  mile  from  us,  and  also  to  run  down  a  swan  in  our 
way  on  board.     Mr.  Bass  informed  me  that  the  eddies  and  whirl- 
pools in  the  narrow  reach  had  detained  him  a  considerable  time  ; 
but  that  if  he  had  not  been  anxious  for  the  coming  up  of  the  boat 
he  could  have  got  much  farther  on  by  keeping  in  the  tide's  way. 
Eight  swans  were  caught  by  the  boat  this  evening.  Swans. 

November  10th. — Being  under  the  necessity  of  going  down  to 
Brush  Island  to  bring  the  survey  up  from  thence  to  the  sloop,  we 
did  not  get  under  weigh  till  near  noon  the  next  day,  at  which 
time  I  went  up  to  Egg  Island  in  the  boat,  and  Mr.  Bass  followed 
in  the  sloop  soon  after,  having  a  fresh  breeze  at  W.N.W.  In 
running  from  Egg  Island  to  the  opposite  point  we  observed  a  flock 
of  swans  at  the  back  of  the  shoal  which  lays  off  it,  and  as  their 
numbers  far  exceeded  any  we  had  before  met  with,  I  called  this 
low  sandy  projection  Swan  Point.  Having  taken  the  bearings  of  Swan  Point. 
every  projection  and  remarkable  object  that  was  in  sight  from  this 
|>oint,  we  sailed  on  amongst  the  swans  with  the  boat,  steering  for 
the  next  point  on  the  starboard  shore.  Had  not  the  sloop  been 
increasing  our  distance  so  fast  from  her  we  might  have  picked  up 
a  good  many  swans.     One  unlucky  fellow  was  caught  by  the  neck 
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as  we  sailed  by  him.  We  extended  a  base-line  from  the  next  point 
acroas  a  small  stream  of  fcesh  water  which  hA\a  into  the  shod 
bight  between  Swan  Point  and  it,  and  having  gotten  the  neoessair 
angles  retamed  on  board  about  4  o'clock,  the  sloop  being  then  at 
an  anchor,  very  near  us,  in  4  fathoma  She  had  met  with  shoal 
water  over  on  the  east  side,  and  being  obliged  to  torn  back  had 
lost  a  good  deal  of  time,  and  the  river  appearing  to  get  ahoaier  in 
this  wide  part  of  it,  Mr.  Bass  stood  over  to  us  on  the  west  side  and 
dropped  the  anchor.  At  low  water  the  shoal  was  dry  to  within 
2  cables'  lengths  of  the  sloop,  and  extended  past  the  mouth  of 
the  fresh-water  run,  which  must  make  it  troublesome  to  fill  casks 
there.  Hoping  to  iind  a  more  convenient  place  to  complete  our 
water  befcure  we  should  leave  this  river,  we  did  not  attempt  it  at 
this  place. 

As  the  order  I  received  from  his  Excellency  Captain  Hunter 
to  return  to  Port  Jackson  in  twelve  weeks  did  not  leave  me  anv 
superfluous  time,  and  the  principal  object  of  the  expedition  re> 
mained  to  be  fulfilled,  I  found  it  necessary  to  foreso  tiie  dearp  of 
examining  this  river  to  its  farthest  navigable  extent,  and  therefore 
determined  to  dedicate  the  following  day  to  an  excursion  in  the 
.boat  as  far  upwards  as  I  should  be  able  to  carry  on  the  saivej, 
and  then  to  go  down  to  the  lower  arms,  one  of  which  remained 
wholly  unexamined.  This  I  proceeded  to  put  in  execution  on  the 
following  morning,  and  Mr.  Bass  landed  on  the  western  shore  to 
take  a  day's  walk  into  the  country  at  the  same  time. 

November  1 1th. — From  the  top  of  a  hill  that  stood  on  the  wes^ 
side,  or  rather,  as  the  direction  of  the  river  is  in  this  part^  on  the 
south  side,  I  found  that  from  the  S.  W.  reach,  where  the  sloop  lay. 
the  river  curved  to  the  KS.E.  and  ran  in  that  direction  1^  or  2 
miles,  where  it  appeared  again  to  open  out  its  banks  to  a  considerable 
extent ;  its  course  being  thoL  intercepted  by  a  great  body  of  monn> 
tains,  it  turned  more  to  the  southward  along  the  foot  of  ^e  nearest 
range.  This  body  of  mountains  consists  of  three  ridges,  whose 
general  trending  is  towards  the  S.R  Some  blue  peaks  and  caps  of 
more  distant  land  to  the  E.N.K  topped  over  the  uppermost  lidge, 
which  I  judge  to  be  the  same  seen-  &om  the  large  bight  on  the 
west  side  of  Cape  P(»tland,  and  amongst  which  the  river  most  prob- 
ably takes  its  rise.  The  depth  of  water  being  8  fathoms  abreast 
of  the  hill  I  was  upon,  and  the  tides  running  still  very  strong,  are 
much  in  favour  of  the  supposition  that  the  river  runs  a  good  deal 
farther  up,  if  not  to  these  distant  mountains,  and  the  water  will 
be  fresh  a  very  few  miles  above,  for  it  was  almost  drinkable  at  low 
water  where  the  sloop  lay.  It  was  too  late  before  everybody  got 
on  bouxi  to  move  downwards  the  same  evening. 

November  12th. — In  the  morning  a  thick  fog  prevented  us 
from  weighing  before  8  o'clock.  The  weather  being  then  calm,  we 
pulled  down  with  the  sweeps,  sounding  as  marked  in  the^etdiof 


soathern  • 
ann. 
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the  port.  When  we  came  near  the  narrow  whirlpool  reach  I  left  1798 
the  sloop,  and  took  some  empty  casks  with  me  to  HU  at  a  small 
rill,  which  had  been  observed  when  going  up  the  river,  intending 
also  to  get  a  set  of  angles  from  One  Tree  Point.  The  former  we 
were  not  able  to  accomplish  from  the  tide  being  so  nearly  out ; 
neither  were  we  more  fortunate  in  searching  the  cove  opposite 
to  this  reach,  where  the  sloop  had  then  come  to  anchor.  In  the 
afternoon  I  continued  the  search  for  water  in  the  lower  parts  of  Searctunur 
the  river,  requesting  Mr.  Bass  to  follow  in  the  sloop  as  soon  as  the  JStSr!''' 
tide  shouJd  turn  in  our  favour.  Along  the  west  shore  down  to 
Point  Kapid  the  head  of  every  creek  and  gully  was  examined,  but 
no  water  could  be  found  that  the  boat  could  come  within  a  reason- 
able distance  of.  At  sunset  we  came  to  an  anchor  with  the  sloop 
upon  the  same  bank  above  Watering  Cove  which  we  had  before 
stopped  at,  but  not  chuseing  to  wait  till  the  following  afternoon  for 
the  opportunity  of  filling  our  water  up  here, — 

November  13th. — We  got  under  weigh  again  at  daylight  in  the- 
morning  with  the  first  of  the  ebb,  and  turned  down  below  Middle 
Island  with  a  moderate  breeze  from  the  westward.  My  intention 
was  to  run  into  the  southern  arm,  but  in  standing  over  to  the  The 
middle  head  the  water  shoaled  so  much  that  we  were  obliged  to  ** 
put  about.  Having  made  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  find  a  passage 
into  it  along  the  western  shore  we  bore  away,  and  at  9  o'clock 
anchored  a  little  to  the  westward  of  the  Shag  Rock  in  5  fathoms, 
not  much  to  the  east  of  our  first  anchoring-place. 

On  going  to  examine  the  middle  arm  with  the  boat  I  found  very  The  middle 
deep  water  close  to  the  western  shore,  but  at  this  time  could  not  *""• 
be  certain  where  the  entrance  into  this  deep  channel  lay.  It 
appeared,  however,  to  be  of  little  consequence,  for  above  the  Middle 
Head,  where  the  arm  must  be  said  to  commence,  there  is  but 
a  small  channel,  or  rather  gutter,  with  3  fathoms  water  in  it. 
The  rest  is  quite  shoal,  and  a  great  part  of  it  dry  at  low  water. 
There  were  several  swans  at  the  head  of  the  arm  feeding  on  the 
grass  which  grows  upon  the  shoals,  and  I  observed  two  places 
where  streams  of  water  are  most  probably  thrown  into  it  at  some 
seasons;  but  their  entrance,  if  there  are  such  streams,  were  now  dry. 

When  we  returned  on  board  in  the  afternoon  the  wind  blew  a 
fresh  gale  from  the  westward,  with  hail  and  rain  in  squalls,  which  HaU  and 
frusterated  my  intention  of  taking  the  sloop  down  the  harbour  "^^  s^"*"*- 
with  the  evening  ebb  and  anchoring  in  the  entrance  somewhere 
abreast  of  Green  Island.  The  object  in  view  was  to  lay  in  a  con- 
venient place  for  ascertaining  the  situations  of  the  shoals  and  other 
parts  in  their  neighbourhood,  as  also  to  be  in  readiness  for  pro- 
ceeding along  with  the  coast  with  the  first  fair  wind. 

November  14th. — In  the  morning  I  thought  it  advisable  to  go 
down  in  the  boat  and  examine  the  outer  cove.     The  head  of  it  The  outer 
proved  to  be  shoal,  and  the  stream  that  falls  into  it  salt  instead  ^^'^ 
VOL.  Ill — 3  D 
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of  fresh  water ;  but  there  was  suficieixt  room  for  a  lai^ger  ineasel 
than  the  sloop  to  l&y  there  oat  of  the  tide's  way,  in  horn  3  to 
8  fathoms.  Had  the  weather  been  moderate,  I  should  hare 
returned  and  brought  the  sloop  into  the  cove,  but  it  now  came  oa. 
to  blow  strong,  with  the  same  kind  of  weather  as  yesterday.  I 
therefore  continued  down  the  harbour  surveying  till  2  o'clock, 
and  having  the  opportunity  of  low  water,  went  oat  upon  the 
extensive  shoal  that  lays  along  the  sandy  western  shore,  and  took 
bearings  of  every  place  where  the  water  appeared  to  break,  as  vdl 
as  of  the  rocks  and  shoals  that  showed  themselves  above  the  surface. 
At  night  we  dropped  the  sheet-anchor  under  foot,  the  wind  blow- 
ing a  gale  from  the  N.W.,  with  constant  rain  and  thick  weaiiier. 

November  20th. — There  being  a  light  breeze  at  N.N.  W.,  we  got 
under  weigh  as  soon  as  the  flood  slacked,  and  at  noon  were  abreast 
of  the  outer  shoals,  having  narrowly  escaped  being  set  upon  a 
part  of  one  of  them,  which  was  now  flrst  perceived.  Towards  tbe 
low  head  there  were  many  dark-coloured  suspicious  appearances  of 
shoal  water,  but  it  could  not  now  be  ascertained  of  what  nature 
they  were. 

We  were  now  clear  of  the  port,  with  a  moderate  breeze  froom  the 
N.E.,  the  weather  cloudy  with  haze,  and  took  our  departure  from 
Low  Head,  steering  W.N.  W.  In  the  evening  the  weather  became 
thick  and  rainy,  when  we  kept  more  off  the  shore,  and  before  S 
hauled  our  wind  to  the  N.N.E.  At  12  it  began  to  freshen,  and  by 
daylight  had  brought  us  under  close-reefed  mainsail  on  the  larboard 
tack,  the  wind  having  come  round  to  W.  b.  N.,  where  it  fiiced  and 
blew  a  strong  gale,  accompanied  with  thick  hazy  weather  and  a 
good  deal  of  sea. 

November  21st. — By  noon  the  balance-reefed  mainsaal  and 
reefed  storm-jib  were  as  much  as  the  sloop  could  bear,  but  these 
we  were  obliged  to  carry  as  long  as  possible,  to  make  certain  of 
drawing  off  the  coast  The  sun  shewed  itself  at  times,  but  these 
was  too  much  spray  and  wet  over  everything  to  attempt  an 
observation  for  the  latitude. 

Towards  the  evening  the  storm-jib  split,  but,  from  the  mast 
being  placed  so  far  forward,  the  mainsail  balanced  very  well  by 
itself — an  evident  advantage  to  us  at  this  time,  although  it  was 
deemed  so  much  the  contrary  at  Port  Jackson  that  it  had  been 
intended  to  shift  it. 

We  were  well  satisfied  that  no  land  could  be  seen  at  sunset,  and 
retired  perfectly  easy,  the  wind  being  at  W.S.W.,  notwithstanding 
it  was  as  strong  as  before  and  the  sea  higher ;  for  although  the 
sloop  shipped  some  large  sprays,  upon  the  whole  she  peiformed 
wonderfully.  Seas  that  were  apparently  determined  to  swallow 
her  up  she  rode  over  with  all  the  ease  and  majesty  of  an  old  ex- 
perienced petterel.  The  gale  moderated  a  little  during  the  night, 
and  the  sea  became  less  furious. 
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ISTovember  22Dd. — In  the  morning  we  had  many  Mount  Pitt      1798 
birds  about,  but  could  see  no  land.     At  noon  the  latitude  was 
40°  13',  by  as  good  an  observation  as  could  be  got,  and  soon  after 
some  high  hummocky  land  appeared  in  the  N.E.,  which,  by  its 
form  and  our  latitude,  judged  to  be  that  of  the  west  side  of  Fur-  sight  Fur- 
neaux's  largest  island.     Soon  after  1  o'clock  we  set  the  squaresail  q^^ 
and  bore  away  before  the  sea  for  the  Chappell  Islands,  to  secure 
a  situation  to  anchor  in  before  night.    At  3,  Mount  Chappell  was 
in  sight  to  the  S.E.,  but  on  approaching  to  pass  between  it  and 
the  island  S.W.  of  it  we  saw  the  breakers  extending  so  far  from 
eacli  shore  that  it  appeared  doubtfuU  whether  there  was  any  clear 
passage  between  them,  and  therefore  we  hauled  up  for  the  Western 
Channel. 

Hamilton's  Boad,  at  the  east  end  of  Preservation  Island,  being 
the  only  place  of  safety  within  our  reach  before  dark,  we  steered 
for  it,  and  glad  were  we  to  anchor  there. 

^November  23rd. — The  westerly  gale  continued  to  blow  all  the 
next  day.  This  time  was  employed  by  us  in  drying  and  repairing 
our  sails,  getting  provisions  to  hand,  and  recovering  ourselves  from 
the  effect  of  the  gale.  At  night  I  observed  the  beginning  and  end  An  uitro- 
of  an  eclipse  of  the  moon,  and  the  time  by  the  watch  being  cor-  SbServation. 
rected  by  altitude  of  the  stars  Rigel  and  Syrius,  gave  the  longitude 
148'  37'  30'  E.  of  Greenwich. 

November  24th. — ^The  gale  having  subsided  by  the  following 
morning  into  a  moderate  breeze  from  the  N.W.,  we  got  under  Under 
weigh,  hoping  to  turn  up  with  the  flood  to  the  Chappell  Islands,  ^'®^**- 
which  were  almost  wholly  unexamined.  After  an  ineffectual 
attempt  on  the  south  side  of  Preservation  Island,  we  stood  back 
and  passed  the  road  to  examine  the  shoal  and  the  passage  between 
Preservation  and  Cape  Barren  Islands. 

As  long  as  the  flood-tide  lasted  we  kept  turning  to  the  west- 
Tvard,  but  the  ebb  making  about  noon,  and  not  being  able  to  anchor 
sufficiently  near  the  Cape  Barren  shore  to  be  sheltered  by  it,  we 
bore  away  into  Armstrong's  Channel  to  speak  the  NautUus,  our  Rejoin  the 
former  consort,  and,  through  the  commander  of  her,  to  inform  his  ^*"*^'"*- 
Excellency  Captain  Hunter  of  what  we  had  already  seen,  and  the 
tedious  delays  we  had  met  with  from  the  westerly  winds.  At  2 
anchored  in  Kent's  Bay,  close  to  the  Nautilus. 

The  wind  having  now  died  away,  and  there  was  a  prospect  of 
its  coming  fair  for  us,  at  5  in  the  evening  weighed  and  pulled 
towards  Preservation  Island  with  the  flood-tide ;  but  about  dusk, 
a  light  breeze  springing  up  at  N.E.,  the  advantage  of  which  was 
worth  the  risk  of  removing  in  the  night,  we  got  in  the  boat,  reefed  Return  to 
the  squaresail  that  we  might  see  under  it,  and  made  sail  to  the  Dianen's 
S.W.  for  that  part  of  Van  Diemen's  Land  which  we  had  left.  i^«»d- 

November  25th. — At  half-past  5  in  the  morning  the  small,  flat, 
level  island  which  somewhat  resembles  Isle  Waterhouse  was  in 
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sight.  The  wind  had  by  this  time  shifted  to  N.N.W.,  and  blew 
strong  with  rainy  weather,  and  before  8  o'clock  was  at  W.N.W., 
which  obliged  us  to  tack  off  shore.  At  noon  it  blew  a  gale,  bui. 
being  then  at  W.  b.  S.  the  weather  cleared,  as  it  usually  did,  when 
the  wind  was  on  that  side  of  west.  We  kept  steerage- way  on  the 
sloop  till  3  o'clock,  and  then  took  in  the  storm-jib  and  lay  to  under 
the  close-reefed  mainsail. 

At  sunset  the  high  land  of  Cape  Barren  Island  and  of  Tan 
Diemen's  Land  was  in  sight,  which  induced  me  to  make  as  much 
sail  as  the  sloop  could  bear,  to  keep  to  windward  during  the  night. 

November  26th. — The  wind  moderating  before  the  morning, 
and  coming  back  to  the  northward,  we  tacked  at  7  o'clock,  making 
another  attempt  to  get  along  the  coast  to  the  westward.  At  noon 
it  was  nearly  calm ;  the  observed  latitude  was  40**  34'  30"  S.  Mount 
Chappell  bore  N.  31  E.  6  or  7  leagues,  and  the  low  land  about 
Isle  Waterhouse  S.  21  E.  About  3  in  the  afternoon  a  breeze 
sprung  up  from  E.  by  S.,  with  which  we  steered  to  the  S.W'ward. 
The  flat  level  island  before  mentioned  bore  S.  12  K  7  or  8  miles 
at  sunset.  At  10  we  hauled  N.E.  by  N.  off  the  coast  till  half- 
past  1,  and  then  tacked  to  come  in  with  the  land  by  daylight 

November  27th. — At  6  in  the  morning  the  cliffy  head  bore  south 
1^  miles,  and  the  small  rocky  island  W.  by  N.  2  miles.  We 
passed  close  without  the  latter,  and  set  it  on  with  the  head  at  S.E. 
byE. 

Having  now  nearly  reached  the  western  part  of  our  track,  the 
wind  began  to  shift  round  to  its  old  quarter,  with  hazy  weather, 
as  if  determined  to  resist  our  farther  progress.  At  9  o'clock, 
when  the  entrance  of  the  port  was  open  on  the  lee  bow,  it  fresh- 
ened to  a  gale,  and  the  sea  began  to  rise;  we  therefore  judged 
it  expedient  to  bear  away  and  secure  a  retreat  The  discoloured 
suspicious  appearance  which  had  been  observed  when  coming  out 
the  port  we  now  saw  were  patches  of  weed.  In  steering  through 
these  we  yawed  to  one  side  and  then  the  other,  to  prevent  running 
over  any  of  thera.  Nevertheless,  I  apprehend  there  cannot  be 
less  than  3  f'ms  upon  these  patches,  for  the  sea  did  not  break 
upon  any  but  the  outermost  one,  or  that  which  is  farthest  from 
Low  Head. 

December  3rd. — At  11  o'clock  we  anchored  near  the  Shag 
Rock  in  7  f  ms.  As  all  the  observations  made  in  this  port  were 
now  concluded,  this  may  be  the  most  proper  place  for  inserting 
such  as  are  most  material  and  have  not  been  remarked  in  our 
daily  transactions. 

The  harbour  itself  is  named  Port  Dalrymple  by  his  Excellency 
Governor  Hunter,  as  a  small  token  of  respect  to  itie  indefatigable 
labours  of  Alexander  Dalrymple,  Esq.,  whose  fame  in  the  hydro- 
graphical  world  needs  no  comment  in  this  place  to  support  it 
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It  is  difficalt  to  find  any  good  local  marks  whereby  this  port      1798 
may  be  found.     In  coming  from  the  eastward  we  noticed  the  Appearance 
nearest  head  that  way  as  being  the  first  we  had  seen  cliffs  in,  for  o'  ^^^  c©*** 
«yery  projection  between  that  and  the  Swan  Isles  is  sandy.     The 
mountains  do  here  approach  nearer  to  the  shore  than  any  we  had 
before  met  with  on  this  coast,  and  it  is  the  offshoot  of  a  ridge,  or 
rather  a  chain  of  lower  mountains  from  the  great  mass  inland  that 
forms  this  cliffy  head.     The  butt  end  of  this  chain  comes  to  the 
back  of  Low  Head,  over  which  it  is  seen  from  sea,  when  bearing 
to  the  S.E.,  as  a  cluster  of  irregular  hills,  with  the  parent  moun- 
tains shewing  their  blue  heads  just  over  them.     On  the  west  side 
of  the  entrance  there  is  also  a  cluster  of  hills  a  good  deal  resem- 
bling those  at  the  back  of  Low  Head.     They  are  the  butt  end  of 
^  range  from  the  mass  inland,  which  comes  down  to  the  sea  on  the 
west  side  of  the  port,  and  with  that  on  the  east  forms  an  angle 
of  which  the  blue  distant  mountains  are  the  apex,  and  where,  I 
apprehend,  the  river  t^kes  its  rise.     At  about  4  leagues  on  the  and  of  the 
west  side  of  the  port  the  land  is  uncommonly  high  and  irregular,  oount^! 
being  in  the  nearest  part  a  kind  of  tableland,  and  afterwapls  inter- 
sected into  uncouth  shapes  and  peaks.    From  the  brilliancy  of  some 
parts  on  the  appearance  of  the  sun  after  rain  I  judged  them  to 
consist  of  granite,  like  the  mountains  of  Fumeaux's  Islands. 

These  appearances,  taken  together,  are  the  best  marks  I  can 
^ive  for  knowing  this  port  by,  in  addition  to  its  latitude,  longitude, 
and  trending  of  the  coast  on  each  side  as  laid  down  in  the  chart. 
The  mountains  whence  I  suppose  the  river  to  originate  are  situated  The 
to  the  E.S.E.  from  the  entrance,  and  if  they  are,  as  is  very  prob-  ™o""**^"«* 
able,  part  of  the  great  body  of  high  land  which  we  saw  from  the 
bight  near  Cape  Portland,  must  be  at  least  10  or  12  leagues  inland 
from  the  entrance  to  the  port,  and  consequently  we  did  not  get 
DQore  than  halfway  up  the  river.  Between  the  two  ridges  or  chains 
which  branch  off  to  the  sea  from  these  mountains  the  bed  of  the 
river  is  contained.  Where  the  high  lands  which  branch  off  inside 
shoots  from  the  ridges  are  well  apart,  the  river  spreads  out  its  banks  The  river. 
to  a  considerable  extent  Where  they  nearly  meet  the  river  is 
contracted  by  a  small  channel,  but  the  rapidity  of  its  stream  does  not 
suffer  one  to  forget  that  it  is  a  considerable  river.  It  is  in  one  place 
nearly  2|  miles  and  in  another  a  short  quarter  of  a  mile  in  width, 
and  these  nearly  close  together. 

One  might  suppose  these  large  sheets  of  water  to  have  been  at  a  string  oc 
one  time  separate  lagoons,  till  repeated  efforts,  and  perhaps  some  ^**f^°*- 
unusual  weight  of  water,  forced  a  communicating  channel ;  the 
force  of  the  whole  being  then  united  would  work  out  a  passage  to 
the  sea — from  the  shoals  in  the  entrance,  and  particularly  those 
connected  with  Green  Island,  which  turn  the  whole  force  of  the 
tides.  The  period  when  this  took  place  has,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, been  at  no  great  distance.     From  these  strange  turnings  and 
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178B  contractions,  and  the  conaequent  irregularity  of  the  bottoni,  the 
ripples  and  whirlpools  are  very  strong  and  numerous. 

It  will  appear  from  the  sketch  of  this  port^  that  it  is  very  difficult 
of  access.  In  addition  to  the  sketch,  I  would  observe  to  a  vessel 
going  in  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  shoals  are  covered  at  hslf- 
tide  ;  it  is  therefore  by  much  the  best  time  to  go  in  with  the  first 
of  the  flood,  or  even  a  little  before  that.  A  line  drawn  from  about 
two  cables'  lengths  of  Low  Head  for  the  middle  of  the  harbour 
will,  with  a  little  deviation,  carry  her  almost  up  to  Green  Island. 
There  are  two  passages  into  this  fairway — that  nearest  Low  Head 
is  amongst  the  patches  of  weed  ;  the  outer  one  is  to  run  tolerably 
near  the  outermost  shoal,  which,  I  believe,  is  uncovered  at  all 
times  of  tide,  and  then  to  steer  about  E.  b.  S.  for  the  lagoon  beach, 
according  to  the  line  of  direction  marked  in  the  sketch.  I  am  not 
quite  certain  whether  at  a  much  less  distance  than  two  cables' 
lengths  from  the  Low  Head  the  former  passage  may  not  be  clear 
of  the  patches  of  weed ;  it  appeared  to  be  so  from  the  head. 

Having  steered  S.E.  b.  S.  about  one  mile  and  a  half  for  the 
middle  of  the  harbour,  which  will  be  sufficiently  conspicuous 
unless  the  weather  is  very  thick,  the  deep  channel  will  begin  to 
narrow ;  and  a  dangerous  rock  on  the  larboard  hand,  with  shoal 
water  a  small  distance  round  it,  must  be  looked  well  out  for.  If 
it  should  be  above  or  near  half-tide  it  will  be  covered ;  but  its 
place  may  be  well  ascertained  by  a  remarkable  gap  in  the  trees  at 
the  top  of  the  northernmost  and  nearest  hill,  which  bears  E.  b.  K. 
from  the  rock.  This  rock  and  shoal  are  more  particularly  dan- 
gerous, as  the  ebb-tide  appears  to  set  a  good  deal  upon  than  ;  the 
situation  will  often  be  denoted  by  a  strong  ripple,  but  perhaps 
not  always.  It  is  safest  to  keep  the  shoal  on  the  starboard  hand 
nearest  aboard,  especially  above  the  narrow  part,  hauling  more 
into  the  channel  whenever  the  line  shews  live  or  six  fathoms. 
enSance  *^*  This  shoal,  being  in  general  a  mixture  of  shells,  sand,  and  a  little 
mud,  upon  a  rocky  foundation,  will,  in  almost  all  kinds  of  weather, 
show  itself  to  a  man  at  the  masliiead,  and  is  tolerably  steep  too. 
If  the  vessel  comes  in  before  the  tide  is  much  risen,  the  greatest 
part  of  it  will  be  dry  untill  Green  Island  is  approached  very  near 
to.  It  will  have  the  appearance  of  being  a  point,  and  the  direct 
channel  into  the  basin  will  seem  to  be  on  the  west  side  of  it ;  but 
with  the  knowledge  that  the  channel  winds  round  on  the  east  side 
of  the  island,  it  will  be  sufficiently  conspicuous. 

The  middle  rock  lays  equi-distant  from  the  Green  Island  and  the 
two  points  of  Outer  Gove,  and,  like  most  of  the  rocks  and  shoals, 
is  uncovered  till  near  half-flood.  The  passage  is  clear  on  eadi  side 
of  it  and  deep  moderately  dose  to,  but  that  nearest  to  the  island 
is  the  best  and  most  direct.  Should  the  rock  be  covered,  the  safest 
way  is  to  keep  the  island  close  on  board ;  this  is  more  espedally 
necessary  on  the  ebb-tide,  for  it  sets  over  or  close  past  the  rock, 

•  See  Plate  VI,  Flinden's  **  Terra  Austnilis"  (AtlasX 


The 
passage. 


THE  VOYAGE  OP  THE  NOBJPOLK.  791 

according  to  the  time  of  tide.  When  above  this  part  there  can  179B 
scarcely  be  said  to  be  any  danger  in  getting  into  the  basin,  for  the 
points  are  all  steep  to,  and  the  Shag  Rock  is  not  covered  till  the 
top  of  high  water.  A  ship  may  safely  push  in  between  the  Shag 
Kock  and  the  point,  taking  care  that  she  borrows  near  enough  to 
the  point  if  the  flood-tide  is  running,  and  does  not  go  too  near  the 
shoiJ  water  in  the  entrance  of  the  western  arm  before  she  anchora 

Upon  the  whole,  although  the  entrance  is  certainly  a  dangerous  a  dangerous 
one,  I  confidently  hope  that  by  attending  to  the  sketch  and  the  «»*»°<*- 
preceding  remarks,  and  by  keeping  a  vigilant  look  out,  a  vessel  of 
any  size  may  get  in  safely.  In  the  Norfolk  sloop  we  got  up  as  high 
ajB  Green  Island  on  first  going  in,  almost  without  perceiving  any 
danger.  However,  this  circumstance  has  often  surprised-me.  The 
tide  run  so  strong  that  a  vessel  will  scarcely  get  in  or  out  against 
them,  but  with  them  may  get  against  any  wind  when  she  can 
carry  sail. 

In  the  sea-reach  more  particularly  the  tides  form  strong  ripples 
and  whirlpools,  upon  many  of  which  we  have  foimd  deep  water, 
but  it  must  by  no  means  be  inferred  that  a  vessel  need  pay  no 
attention  to  them.  Outer  Cove  will  afford  anchorage  for  at  least  Outer  Oove 
one  vessel,  and  when  well-known  places  will  probably  be  found 
below  that  on  the  same  side,  for  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the 
shoal  water  is  marked  to  its  utmost  extent  in  the  sketch,  and  in 
those  places  that  I  had  not  sufficient  time  and  opportunity  to 
examine  minutely,  perhaps  somewhat  more  than  it  really  is.  Our 
usual  place  on  the  west  side  of  the  Shag  Kock  affords  very  good 
anchorage  for  small  vessels,  but  ships  that  had  good  boats  would 
lay  in  any  part  of  the  basin  where  there  is  deep  water.  However, 
I  should  think  it  most  advisable  for  a  vessd  that  wanted  much 
water  or  to  refit  to  run  up  into  the  fresh  water  at  once,  to  do 
which  there  seems  to  be  no  direction  necessary  but  to  consult  the 
sketch,  particularly  about  Brush  Island,  and  when  above  our  upper- 
most anchoring-place  she  will  of  course  keep  a  boat  ahead.  Wood  wood  and  > 
can  be  had  in  us  great  plenty  and  as  conveniently  as  can  be  wished,  ^'^^  ^***'* 
but  I  have  reason  to  think  fresh  water  is  scarce  in  the  lower  parts 
of  the  harbour.  The  most  convenient  place  we  met  with  was  the 
lagoon  at  the  back  of  a  beach,  about  a  mile  from  Low  Head,  but 
the  water  was  not  near  so  good  as  that  in  Watering  Cove,  which 
is  2  or  3  miles  above  Middle  Island,  on  the  eastern  shore.  The 
difficulty  of  getting  at  the  water  there  is  mentioned  in  the  daily 
occurrences. 

The  supplies  of  food  tell  more  in  favour  of  Port  Dalrymple  than 
those  of  fresh  water.     The  great  number  of  swans  that  inhabit  Flocks  of 
the  port  would  be  a  source  for  some  time  during  our  stay.     We  ■^***'- 
usually  found  about  one-tenth  of  them  without  the  wing-feathers. 
A  great  many  of  these  might  be  caught  by  a  handy  whaleboat, 
with  no  other  weapon  than  a  boat-hook.     In  the  short  intervals 
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1796  of  time  that  our  boat  could  be  spared  from  more  important 
employments  we  caught  about  thirty-five,  and  as  one  will  serve 
three  or  four  people  for  a  day,  they  constituted  the  greatest  part 
of  our  food  during  the  time  of  our  stay.  They  frequent  the 
middle  and  western  arms,  but  in  the  upper  parts  we  found  them 
most  numerous  at  the  heads  of  the  coves,  and  particularly  in  the 
shoal  bight  above  Swan  Point ;  but  they  will  probably  be  found  in 
still  greater  numbers  in  the  fresh  water. 

KanKaroos.        Kangaroos  are  tolerably  numerous,  and  Mr.  Bass  was  of  opinion 
that  they  are  larger  than  those  about  Port  Jackson. 

Ducks.  There  are  large  flocks  of  ducks,  but  we  found  them  shy.    We 

took  no  trouble  after  them,  and  consequently  got  none.  The 
white-bellied  shag  is  commonly  met  with,  and  the  large  black 
one  that  is  usually  found  about  rivers.  This  last,  we  afterwards 
found,  was  very  good  eating.     Pelicans  also  inhabit  here.     Of  the 

Fish.  fish,  I  can  only  say  that  our  wants  or  leisure  were  never  sufficient 

to  induce  a  trial  to  catch  any.  A  hook  was  once  put  over  for  a 
shark  or  nurse,  which  a  piece  of  hide  that  was  soaking  overboard 
had  attracted  to  the  sloop.  The  islands  in  this  port  would  be 
foiind  very  convenient  for  landing  goats  or  other  stock  upon 
from  a  ship  during  her  stay.  Green  Island  has  before  been 
spoken  of.  Middle  Island  is  a  very  beautiful  place,  and  contains 
about  forty  acres  of  good  pasturage,  but  the  natives  sometimes 
cross  over  the  flat  from  the  main,  which,  however,  it  is  probable 
they  would  not  do  if  the  ship  was  laying  near,  or  any  person 

Egg  Island,  was  on  shore  with  the  stock.  Egg  Island  is  smalL  We  did  not 
observe  any  marks  of  the  natives  having  visited  it,  and  it  is 
covered  with  long  grass  ;  our  limited  time  would  not  allow  us  to 
follow  it  up  as  far  as  it  permitted  navigation.  From  the  table  at 
the  end  of  this  journal  it  will  appear  that  the  latitude  of  Low 
Head  is  about  41°  3V  south,  and  the  longitude  147*  11'  east  of 
Greenwich.  The  variations  by  the  azimuth  compass  was  7"  33' 
15"  east,  and  by  the  theodolite  8**  30'.  I  calculated  the  time  of 
high  water  to  be  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  moon 
passes  over  the  meridian,  and  the  rise  of  the  tide  from  six  to  eight 
feet ;  the  ebb  runs  out  near  seven  hours. 

Compass  ob-  December  3rd. — ^Whilst  laying  at  an  anchor  off"  the  Low  Head 
we  got  some  azimuths  by  the  compass,  which  agreed  very  well 
with  those  taken  in  Outer  Cove.  We  had  scarcely  finished  taking 
them  when  a  breeze  sprung  up  from  the  N.E'ward,  upon  which  we 
quickly  got  the  anchor  up  and  made  all  sail  to  the  westward  A 
little  before  it  was  dark,  a  rounded  hill,  which  was  the  farthest 
land  in  sight,  bore  W.  b.  S.  At  8  we  hauled  to  the  wind  off  the 
coast,  being  then  7  or  8  miles  from  Port  Dalrymple. 

The  vojiige  December  4th. — At  4  o^clock  on  Tuesday  morning  we  found  our- 
selves about  2  miles  to  the  east  of  our  situation  on  the  preceding 
evening.     We  then  made  sail  W.  b.  N.,  with  a  light  breeze  from 
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N.N.K,  and  hazy  weather.     In  this  weather,  the  bight,  which  lays      1798 
round  the  south  head  of  the  port,  could  only  be  seen  indistinctly, 
but  I  conjectured  there  was  no  opening  in  it.  The  small  projecting 
point  is  low,  and  looked  like  an  island 

At  noon  the  wind  had  headed  to  N.  b.  W.  in  a  light  breeze  off  tho 
with  hazy  weather.     Our  observed  latitude  was  40°  58'  10"  south.  J^lrt  of'van 
We  could  yet  distinguish  the  south  head  of  Port  Dalrymple,  and  Dienien'a 
the  round  hill,  set  on  the  evening  before,  bore  S.  62*  W.     We  ^^^' 
iiauled  off  the  shore  at  dusk  with  a  light  air  from  the  westward, 
and  the  hill  then  bore  S.  44*  W.  about  7  miles,  and  the  bluff 
north  end  of  what  appeared  to  be  an  island,  W.   1**  N.  6  or  7 
leagues.      This  round  hill  stands  close  to  the  waterside,  but  would 
scarcely  be  observed  at  any  considerable  distance  right  off  the  coast; 
being  very  little  higher  than  the  back  land,  it  loses  its  roundness 
when  seen  to  the  eastward.     Six  or  seven  miles  on  the  east  side  of 
it  there  is  a  higher  and  much  larger  mount  close  to  the  water, 
which  belongs  to  a  range  of  mountains  running  to  the  S.- WVard, 
and  joining  the  great  irregular  mass,  already  spoken  of,  which 
commences  within  3  or  4  leagues  of  Port  Dalrympla 

December  5th. — At  10  in  the  evening  it  fell  calm,  and  continued 
so  till  3  in  the  morning,  when  a  light  air  sprung  up  from  S.S.E., 
but  soon  shifted  to  the  northward.  Our  progress  to  the  west  was  SaUingwest- 
but  small,  for  at  noon  we  were  still  3  leagues  from  the  same  bluff  ^*^* 
head  which  had  made  like  an  island  the  day  before,  but  was  now 
seen  to  join  the  main.  It  bore  W.  10®  S.  It  is  moderately  high  and 
level,  whence  I  called  it  Table  Cape.  Land  was  in  sight  a  consider- 
able distance  beyond  this  cape,  and  bore  11**  to  the  northward  of 
west,  making  like  a  small  flat-topped  island.  Our  latitude  by 
observation  was  40'  56',  and  the  hills  that  came  down  on  the  south 
side  of  Port  Dalrymple  were  still  distinguishable,  bearing  E.  1"  S., 
although  our  reckoning  was  47**  longitude  west  of  Low  Head.  The 
light  variable  air,  with  intervals  of  calm,  continued  till  midnight, 
at  which  time  a  breeze  got  up  from  the  eastward,  with  which  we 
stood  off  f oV  two  hours  and  then  tacked  in  shore. 

December  6  th. — At  half -past  4  in  the  morning  Table  Cape  bore  off  Table 
S.  3**  W.  4  or  5  miles,  when  we  bore  away  W.  ^  S.  for  the  ^•p*'- 
farthest  land  that  could  be  seen  to  be  connected  with  the  main. 
On  the  east  side  of  Table  Cape  the  coast  runs  nearly  south  2  or 
3  miles,  into  a  small  cove  with  a  sandy  beach  at  the  head  of 
it,  where  there  appeared  to  be  shelter  from  westerly  or  southerly 
winds.     From  the  outer  head  of  this  small  cove  the  coast  runs 
a  little  farther  to  the  southward,  and  then  curves  to  E.S.E.  and 
E.  b.  S.,  which  is  the  general  trending  past  the  round  hill  and 
the  high  head  near  it.     The  land  near  the  coast  is  moderately  high  Appearance 
and  regular,  but  the  blue  tops  of  the  island  mountains  show  over  ®'  ^®  *^*^' 
the  coast  range  here  and  there.     At  S.  16^  E.  from  the  cape  there 
is  a  remarkable  peaked  hill,  4  or  5  leagues  inland,  which  was 
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1708  distinguishable  the  last  two  days,  there  being  no  kuid  of  at  all  an 
equal  height  near  it.  It  made  at  first  with  a  flat  top,  but  as  we 
brought  it  to  bear  to  the  eastward  of  south  it  assomed  a  conic 
form. 

From  Port  Dalrymple  to  Table  Cape  the  land  was  well  covered 
with  wood,  and  had  the  appearance  of  being  fertile  ;  but  on  the 
west  side  of  the  cape  there  seems  to  be  scarcely  earth  enoogh  to 
support  a  starved  scrubby  brush,  the  bare  rock  showing  itself  in 
patches  up  to  the  summit  of  the  hilla  The  rocky  cape^  for  which 
we  steered  lays  W.  b.  N.  ^  N.  from  Table  Cape  about  4  leagues, 
and,  like  most  of  the  other  projections,  made  at  first  like  an  isLand. 
The  shore  between  hollows  beick  into  two  shallow  bays,  the  west- 
ernmost with  a  sandy  beach,  and  there  is  a  small  rocky  islet  laying 
off  it  one  mile  and  a  half  distant  from  the  shore. 

At  8  o'clock  we  were  abreast  of  the  rocky  cape.  B^iind  it  the 
shore  falls  back  to  the  south-westward  with  a  aandy  beach,  but 
curves  round  to  the  northward,  and  seemed  to  join  the  flat-topped 
piece  of  land  which  is  called  Circular  Head  in  the  charts,  and 
which  in  its  form  very  much  resembles  a  Christmas-cake.  It  lays 
about  N.  b.  5°  W.,  and  distant  4  leagues  from  the  Rocky  Oape.  I 
cannot  be  certain  that  there  is  no  opening  in  the  bight  between 
those  two  projections,  for  the  shore  being  low  and  sandy,  and  a 
thick  base  hanging  over  the  land,  the  continuation  was  not  seen 
to  be  complete.  At  half-past  10  the  line  of  the  shore  from  the 
Circular  Head  into  the  bight  bore  S.W.  b.  S.,  the  head  being 
then  only  one  mile  and  a  half  distant  Upon  the  lower  land  that 
lays  on  the  west  side  of  the  peninsulated  Circular  Head  there  are 
some  large  green  bushes,  which,  at  a  distance,  appear  above  the 
smooth  halfnatarved  brush  like  sea-lions  and  seals  laying  upon  a 
rock.  This  lower  land  is  not  above  two  or  three  miles  in  breadth 
from  the  Circular  Head,  for  the  coast  again  f alk  back  to  the 
southward  some  little  distance,  and  then  continues  its  trending 
to  the  westward,  but  from  the  haziness  of  the  weather  and  onr 
distance  off  the  shore  we  could  only  see  it  in  patches.  At  noon^ 
light  breezes  from  N.E.  b.  R  and  fin^  weather,  but  thick  over  the 
Latitudeand  land.  The  observed  latitude  was  40°  39'  44''  south,  and  the  lon- 
gitude brought  on  from  Port  Dalrymple  145°  43'  east.  Circular 
Head  bore  S.  27°  E.  6  or  7  miles,  and  the  farthest  continua- 
tion of  the  land  S.  16°  W.,  to  the  westward  of  which  it  only 
appeared  at  intervals ;  and  I  think  it  probable  that  there  is  some 
opening  near  the  last-mentioned  bearing,  but  running  to  leeward 
to  examine  it  was  too  dangerous  at  this  time,  the  wind  seeming 
inclined  to  come  right  on  the  shore,  and  there  was  a  hummock 
of  land  in  sight  as  fkr  as  N.  52°  W.,  which  was  the  ncHrthemmost 
of  three  that  lay  near  each  other,  in  nearly  a  north  and  south 
direction.  The  southernmost  hummock  is  the  highest^  and  aome- 
thing  like  a  broad-based  sugar-loaf  in  form. 

*  This  cape  ttlll  bean  the  name  of  '*  Rocky  Point" 
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From  noon  we  steered  N.K.W.  to  weather  the  northernmost  1796 
land,  but  after  3  o'clock  the  sloop  seemed  to  be  set  astern,  although  The  tide, 
going  a  knot  and  a  half  through  the  water.  This  circumstance 
attracted  our  attention  a  good  deal,  for  we  had  observed  very  little 
tide  any  way  before  this  morning.  Seeing  the  water  discoloured, 
we  sounded  and  got  ground  with  17  and  afterwards  with  15* 
fathoms,  being  then  about  3  leagues  to  the  eastward  of  the  Sugar- 
loaf  Hummock. 

At  7  in  the  evening  the  weather  was  clearer,  and  gave  us  a 
last  view  of  Table  Cape,  bearing  S.  53^*"  E.  at  the  distance  of  Tkbie  Cape. 
12  or  13  leagues.  The  extreme  on  the  other  side  bore  N.  68^  W. 
about  3  leagues,  a  little  beyond  the  outer  hummock.  The  land 
to  the  southward  of  us  was  still  indistinct,  and  could  only  be  seen  at 
unequal  intervals,  but  it  appeared  to  run  all  along  to  the  back 
o£  the  land  with  the  three  hummocks  upon  it.  There  was,  how- 
ever, a  sfceep  head  bearing  S.  60**  W.,  which  had  every  appearance 
of  being  the  north  head  of  an  opening.  In  a  line  with  this  head 
were  some  low  black  rocks  nearer  to  us  than  the  head.  During 
the  night  the  wind  got  round  to  the  north,  and  at  4  in  the  morning 
fell  calm. 

December  7th. — At  daylight  we  found  ourselves  a  little  to  the 
eastward  of  our  situation  on  the  preceding  evening.    The  observed  Latitude  and 
latitude  at  noon  was  40"  28',  and  the  longitude,  corrected  by  the  >«*°8**^*^^- 
bearings  along  the  coast,  lid""  38'.      The  outer  hummock  bore 
W.  r  N.,  and  the  southern  one,  or  Sugarloaf,  S.  67"  W.  3  or  4 
leagues. 

The  thermometei'  was  at  70**  at  noon  during  last  three  days. 
Towards  this  evening  a  spurt  of  wind  arose  from  the  S.W.,  but  it  The  weather, 
soon  died  away,  and  the  weather  continued  nearly  calm  all  night. 
Our  last  bearing  of  the  outer  hummock  in  the  evening  was  S.  38° 
W.  8  or  9  miles,  and  was  within  a  few  degrees  of  being  the  extreme 
land  in  sight. 

December  8th. — ^At  7  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning  it  bore  S. 
19|^  W.  in  a  line  with  the  Sugarloaf,  and  our  distance  off  shore 
was  about  5  miles.  The  middle  hummock  lay  a  little  to  the  east- 
ward of  the  line,  and  is  the  smallest  of  the  three. 

At  this  time  the  wind  had  freshened  up  from  S.W. ;  the  swell  ^Jjjtjf* 
began  to  rise,  and  there  was  every  appearance  of  an  approaching  ^'        ^' 
gala     In  this  situation,  I  considered  whether  it  would  not  be  best 
to  stand  to  the  northward,  and  go  into  Western  Fort,  agreeable  to 
my  orders,  for  it  was  evident  that  we  could  make  no  progress  to 
the  westward,  and  might  probably  be  driven  back ;  but  in  opposi- 
tion  to  this,  it  appeared  to  me  too  dangerous  a  risk  to  make  an 
unknown  coast  in  thick  weather  with  the  wind  nearly  dead  on ; 
for  to  have  been  certain  of  getting  into  Western  Port,  we  must  w«»teni 
have  made  the  land  on  the  west  side  of  it,  its  situation  having  been 
only  ascertained  by  Mr.  Bass's  run  from  Wilson's  Promontory  in  a 
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1796  whaleboat,  and  even  the  Promontory  was  very  ill-known  in  longi- 
tude, being  only  guessed  at  from  its  supposed  relative  position  to 
Fumeaux's  Islands.  As  we  had  no  timekeeper,  it  became  also  an 
inducement  to  keep  these  hummocks  and  the  land  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood in  sight,  to  preserve  the  connexion  in  the  bearings  along 
Difflcuityin  the  shore,  upon  which  keeping  of  the  longitude  free  from  the  errors 
ShT  ^  that  a  dead  reckoning  is  liable  to  almost  inevitably  in  a  tide's  way 
loDfiitude.  altogether  depended,  for  had  we  left  the  coast  but  for  a  few  days, 
and  come  in  upon  it  again,  but  just  so  far  to  the  westward  of  the 
hummocks  as  not  to  have  known  the  land,  there  is  two  to  one  that 
the  dead  reckoning  would  have  accumulated  an  error  of  at  least 
one  degree  by  that  time,  and,  consequently,  an  equal  chance  that 
a  place  not  more  than  eight  or  ten  leagues  from  the  hummocks 
would  have  been  laid  down  at  twenty-eight  or  thirty ;  and  if  we 
made  the  land  two  or  three  degrees  to  the  westward,  there  is  two 
to  one  that  it  would  be  placed  one  degree  wrong.  If  opportuni- 
ties of  getting  lunar  observations  should  have  occurred,  they  would 
most  probably  reduce  this  error  to  half  or  a  third  of  that  quantity. 
With  these  considerations  Western  Port  was  given  up,  and  we 
made  a  stretch  to  the  southward  to  beat  up  under  the  land,  but 
could  get  no  nearer  to  it  until  the  weather  tide  made.  At  noon 
fresh  breezes  and  hazy  weather.  Observed  the  latitude  to  be 
40"  22'  65"  south,  the  northern  hummock  bearing  S.  35  W.,  and 
the  distance  from  the  land  under  it  about  4  miles. 

At  half-past  3  we  sounded  in  1 1  fathoms,  at  2  cables'  length  oS 
the  N.E.  point  of  the  land,  and  steered  about  S.E.  b.  S.  under  its 
lee,  till  we  came  abreast  of  a  small  beach  about  4  miles  from 
the  N.E.  point,  to  which  we  worked  close  up,  and  at  6  o'clock 
anchored  in  a  quarter  less  4  fathoms  upon  a  sandy  bottom,  the 
extreme  which  sheltered  us  bearing  N.  IF  W.  round  by  the  west 
to  S.  43**  E.  One  of  us^  landed  to  examine  the  coast,  and  the  other 
went  upon  the  small  rocks  that  lay  off,  but  both  without  success 
as  to  our  first  inquiry,  which  was  in  some  measure  accounted  for 
by  the  frequent  marks  of  natives  that  were  met  with.  We  were, 
however,  enabled  to  decide  upon  a  most  interesting  question,  for 
it  was  near  low  water  by  the  shore,  and  we  knew  the  tide  had  been 
running  from  the  east  all  the  afternoon.  The  flood,  therefore,  must 
come  from  the  westward.  This  we  considered  to  be  almost  a  certain 
proof  that  there  was  a  passage  through  between  this  land  and  New 
South  Wales,  and  also  that  we  could  not  be  far  from  the  west  side 
of  it.  On  our  return  on  board  we  hoisted  in  the  boat  and  got 
everything  clear  for  putting  to  sea  at  a  moment's  notice,  should  the 
wind  shift  to  the  eastward. 

December  9fch. — At  6  in  the  morning  a  light  air  from  the  S.E. 
succeeded  a  short  calm.  We  weighed  immediately  and  stood  round 
the  KE.  point  The  land  trends  W.  S"  S.  from  thence  about  4 
miles,  then  runs  to  the  southward  to  a  sandy  beach,  and  from  thence 

*  By  "  us,"  Flinders  evidently  refers  to  himself  and  Bass. 
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out  to  a  rocky  point  which  lays  aboat  S.S.  W.  4  or  5  miles  from  the       1798 

N.W.  point.     The  shore  is  low  and  rocky,  and  equally  barren  as 

that  we  had  anchored  under.    Having  satisfied  ourselves  that  the 

land  of  the  Three  Hummocks  was  certainly  divided  from  the  land 

to  the  westward,  and  by  a  channel  of  3  miles  in  width,  a  difficulty 

recurred  which  we  could  not  solve — the  natives  had  been  upon  it,  The  natives. 

and  yet  we  were  tolerably  certain  that  at  Port  Dalrymple  they  had 

no  canoes,  and  by  analogy,  none  here ;  but  it  did  not  appear  probable 

that  the  island  could  be  visited  without    This  is  a  dilemma  which 

I  am  obliged  to  leave  as  I  find  it     From  the  low  north  point  of  the 

western  land  the  coast  lays  S.  15°  E.,  forming  the  west  side  of  the 

channel,  and  rises  in  height  to  the  southward,  where  it  appears  to 

be  steep.    On  the  other  side  of  the  rocky  north  point  a  projection  Appearance 

opened  at  S.  20'  W.  at  the  distance  of  6  or  7  miles,  the  shore  TOuntey. 

between  them  falling  back  into  two  shallow  bights,  with  sandy 

beaches.     The  land  is  low,  and  apparently  as  barren  as  Three 

Hummock  Island,  to  which  the  vegetation  bears  a  good  deal  of 

resemblance.     Having  a  fresh  breeze,  we  passed  the  north  point  of 

this  land  at  half-past  10  and  steered  for  a  small  but  high  and  rocky 

island  the  south  end  of  which  bears  W.  2°  S.  from  the  point,  their 

distance  asunder  being  about  8  miles.     We  passed  some  heavy 

breakers,  which  lay  near  2  miles  to  the  west  and  are  independent  of 

the  point,  and  a  little  before  noon  hove  too  off  the  N.E.  end  of  the 

island;  got  the  boat  out,  and  Mr.  Bass  pushed  off  for  the  shore  Baas  lands  in 

to  see  what  was  to  be  procured.     Whilst  busy  in  getting  out  the  JSd?**  ^' 

boat  the  ebb-tide  had  imperceptibly  drifted  us  near  the  shore,  and 

the  sloop's  head  being  to  the  southward  and  wearing  but  slowly,  she 

was  not  more  than  her  length  off  the  breakers  when  we  got  her  round 

and  made  a  stretch  to  the  northward. 

The  island  is  nearly  a  mile  in  length,  very  steep  and  rocky,  and  ^^JkT^ 
seemed  to  be  almost  covered  with  birds,  for  there  were  white 
patches  which  we  took  to  be  of  them  some  acres  in  extent.  At 
noon  the  island  bore  from  S.  70**  E.  in  a  line  with  the  sugar-loafed 
hummock  to  S.S.E.,  distant  one  mile  and  a  quarter,  and  by  the 
observation  the  centre  of  it  is  in  40*  25'  south  ;  the  computed 
longitude  of  it  is  145*  4'  east.  To  the  northward  I  could  see  no 
land,  but  to  the  southward  there  were  several  rocks  and  islands^ 
and  a  black  lump  of  a  rock,  somewhat  pyramidal,  5  or  6  leagues  to 
the  south-westward.  Although  we  kept  to  the  wind  off  and  on  the 
island  whilst  waiting  for  the  boat,  yet  the  tide  had  drifted  us  con- 
siderably to  leeward  before  she  got  on  board,  and  when  we  had 
unloaded  her  of  the  seals  and  albatrosses,  and  gotten  the  boat  in 
and  stowed,  the  island  which  [I]  call  Albatross  Island  bore  N.  77°  ^^|,JJJ^ 
E  5  or  6  miles.*     It  was  then  half-past  2  o'clock,  and  a  steep  rocky 

*  BasB,  on  landing,  had  to  fight  his  way  up  the  clUTg  with  the  seals,  and  afterwards  to  make 
a  road  through  the  albatrosses,  which  were  sitting  upon  their  nests  and  almost  covered  the 
surface  of  the  island.— Flinders's  "Terra  Australia,'*  vol.  i,  p.  clxxil 


798  HISTORICAL  B£COBI»  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

179B  island  of  about  3  mileB  in  length  1)ore  S.  35*  K  about  4  leagues. 
We  made  sail  for  this,  keeping  up  E.S.K  to  fetch  it,  bat  the  tide 
set  so  strong  to  the  south-westward  that  we  were  obliged  to  pass 
to  leeward  of  a  peaked  black  rook  which  lays  5  miles  to  the  west- 
ward of  i1^  and  nnmd  some  breakers  that  lay  three-quarters  of  a 
The  tide.  mile  to  the  south-westward  of  the  black  rock.  Hie  tide  also  pre- 
vented us  from  fetching  a  larger  island  to  the  S.S.R  of  the  former, 
which  is  equally  high,  steep,  and  rooky.  The  chart  will  give  the  best 
idea  of  the  situation  and  forms  of  these  islands  as  near  as  they  coald 
be  ascertained,  but  they  must  not  be  expected  to  be  perfect,  for 
between  the  strong  wind  which  now  blew  from  the  KN.K  and  the 
long  S.W.  swell  meeting  the  tide,  the  motion  of  thedoop  was  such 
as  to  render  our  compasses  almost  useless.  The  land  that  lays  to 
the  west  of  Three  Hammock  Island  now  appeared  to  be  uncon- 
nected with  the  coast,  which  we  saw  stretching  to  the  southward, 
and  consequently  adds  another  large  island  to  this  cluster.  I 
Hunter's  have  denominated  them  Hunter's  Isles  after  his  ExoeU^icy 
Captain  Hunter,  by  whose  orders  this  little  voyage  of  diJMxyveiT 
was  made.  They  have  the  appearance  of  having  been  long  and 
constantly  beaten  by  strong  winds  and  high  seas,  and  the  western- 
most of  them  seem  scarcely  accessible  by  reason  of  the  steep  cliffs 
with  which  they  are  begirt.  If  seals  should  inhabit  these  I  judge 
they  will  remain  unmolested  untill  none  are  to  be  found  anywiiere 
else.  The  heavy  swell,  which  the  strong  easterly  wind  made  no 
impression  upon,  too  surely  announces  the  bad  weather  that 
AdangcrouB  generally  prevails  here,  and  the  extreme  danger  a  ship  would  run 
in  cruising  off  and  on  for  her  sealing  parties.  The  land  which  lays 
immediately  to  the  southward  and  about  3  miles  distant  from  the 
larger  of  the  two  high,  steep  islands  is  what  we  now  considered 
to  be  the  N.W.  point  of  Van  Diemen's  Land,  for  the  direction  of 
the  coast,  the  set  of  the  tides,  and  the  great  swell  from  the  S.W. 
did  now  completely  satisfy  us  that  a  very  wide  strait  did  really 
exist  betwixt  Yan  Diemen's  Land  and  New  South  Wales,  and  also 
now  that  we  had  certeinly  passed  it. 
The  N.W.  This  N.W.  point*  is  terminated  by  steep  black  cliffs,  and  there 

^  °  are  two  lumps  of  rock  laying  off  it  which  are  equally  high  and 
Diemen'B  inaccessible.  To  the  northward  of  the  point  the  land  runs  back  to 
the  N.EVard,  leaving  an  opening  between  it  and  the  south  end 
of  that  island,  which  lays  west  of  the  Three  Hummocks,  which 
opening  I  judge  to  be  the  same  that  was  set  on  Thursday  after- 
noon from  the  eastward.  On  the  other  side  of  the  N.W.  point 
the  coast  trends  south  a  little  easterly  for  7  or  8  miles  in  high 
dismal-looking  cliffs,  which  appear  as  if  they  had  not  had  a 
respite  from  the  dashing  of  a  heavy  sea  almost  up  to  their  summits 
for  this  thousand  years.  We  got  ground  with  20  fathoms  when 
the  south  end  of  these  cliffs  bore  E.  by  S.  ^  S.  4  miles,  but 
stood  on  a  little  longer  till  8  o'clock,  and  then  wore  to  the  north- 

•  Called  by  ninden  "  Cape  Orim.** 
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ward,  keeping  under  the  lee  of  the  land,  for  the  wind  now  blew      1798 
a  gale  at  E.N.E.  and  very  hard  in  pu&     At  the  end  of  these  a  gale  from 
clilfs  the  land  seemed  to  fall  back  into  a  sandy  bay,  and  then  to  th«»£.N.E. 
project  out  to  the  south-weetward,   the  extreme  bearing  nearly 
south,  a  litde  before  dark,  between  2  and  3  leagues  distant.     The 
night  was  very  dark  and  tempestnous.     We  continued  to  stand 
backwards  and  forwards,  and  to  lay  to  occasionally,  as  the  wind 
would  allow,  keeping  as  much  under  the  land  as  we  could. 

December  lOth.-^At  8  in  the  morning  the  land  appeared  in- 
distinctly throagh  the  haze,  and  the  wind  being  at  N.K,  and  a 
little  moderated,  we  then  made  some  sail  upon  the  vessel  and  stood 
in  shore  on  the  larboard  tack.  Before  10  ^e  head  which  had  been 
set  at  south  on  the  preceding  evening  was  in  sight,  bearing  N. 
37"  E.  2  or  3  leagues,  but  there  was  low  land  running  without  it 
as  far  as  N.  30'  K 

The  wind  had  become  quite  moderate  at  noon,  but  the  weather  The  wind 
remained  dull  and  cloudy.    We,  however,  got  an  altitude  of  the  sun  "»<* weather. 
which  gave  the  latitude  41°  13'  46''  south,  being  fourteen  more  than 
could  be  made  by  the  dead  reckoning.     Our  longitude,  corrected 
by  the  land,  was  144°  58'  east,  the  low  land  at  the  north  extreme 
bearing  N.  16"  W.  3  leagues.     The  shore  from  thence  is  low  and 
mostly   sandy,  but  rises  inland   to   a  moderate  height,  and   is 
covered  with  wood.     There  was  a  mount^  bearing  S.  58°  E.,  which 
appeared  to  be  the  northernmost  of  a  range  of  high  hills  running 
parallel  with  the  coast.     The  southern  extreme  of  the  land  bore 
S.  28°  E.,  and  abreast  of  us  was  distant  about  3  miles,  but  there 
are  several  rocks  and  breakers  laying  a  mile  or  two  off  the  shore, 
some  of  which  were  not  more  than  1  mile  distant.     We  steered  steennK 
S.  b.  E.  till  near  6  o'clock,  with  a  breeze  from  N.N.E.,  and  had  ^°*^- 
then  run  5  leagues  along  the  same  kind  of  shore  as  before  described. 
The  wind  beginning  to  shift  round  to  the  westward,  we  hauled  off 
a  little,  and  at  7  kept  close  to  the  wind  on  the  larboard  tack,  but 
the  great  head  swell  prevented  us  from  making  much  way  off  the 
coast.  The  last  bearings  of  the  land  this  evening  were  as  follows : —  Bearings  of 
A  low  rocky  projection,  with  sandhills  on  the  south  side  of  it,  N.  **^®*'*°*^- 
IT*"  E.  4  or  5  nules ;  the  northernmost  mount  of  the  high  hills 
inland  N.  46*"  E. ;  the  highest  part  of  some  mountainous  land  to 
the  southward,  unconnected  with  the  northei*n  lange,  S.  52**  K  ; 
and  the  extreme  of  the  shore,  indistinctly  seen  through  the  haze, 
bore  about  S.E.  b.  8. 

December  11th. — We  kept  to  the  wind  off  and  on  till  4  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  then  steered  N.K  till  near  5,  when  I  set  the 
same  low  rocky  projection  as  seen  last  night  at  N.  17"  W.  2  or 
3  leagues,  and  the  north  mount  at  N.  22"  E.  Nearly  the  same  Appearance 
kind  of  waving  shore  continued  on  the  south  side  of  the  low  pro-  ^^*^®  ^*'*"*' 
jection  as  on  the  north  side,  sandy  beaches  and  low  stony  heads 
presenting  themselves  alternately.     Some  sharp-pointed  rocks  at 

•  Called  by  Flinden  "Mount  Norfolk.'* 
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1798  the  south  extreme  bore  S.  47'  E.,  for  which  we  bore  away  before 
a  moderate  breeze  from  N.W.,  the  weather  hazy, 
^•ppar^n*^  At  7  we  came  abreast  of  a  rocky  head  which  is  higher  than 
those  which  had  been  lately  passed,  and  behind  which  the  land 
seemed  to  divide  and  form  a  gully  or  small  riVer,  running  in  to 
the  northward ;  but  I  much  doubt  there  being  a  passage  in  for  any- 
thing larger  than  a  boat,  as  there  is  a  reef  from  the  north  head 
which  appeared  to  extend  almost  across  the  entrance.*  We  stood 
towards  it  for  a  few  minutes,  but  the  wind  just  at  that  time  came 
round  to  the  west,  and  rendered  it  necessary  to  keep  farther  oS 
the  coast.  On  the  south  side  of  this  small  entrance  there  is  a 
sandy  beach,  from  whence  a  smoke  ascended  as  from  an  expiring 
fire,  and  was  the  first  we  had  seen  since  passing  Table  Gape,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  island.  The  shore  from  thence  becomes  rocky, 
and  forms  a  point  about  4  miles  from  the  entrance.  There  are  also 
many  rocks  laying  a  small  distance  off  the  shore  in  this  space. 

The  haze  had  hitherto  obscured  the  mountainous  land  which 
had  been  seen  bearing  S.  52°  E.  on  the  preceding  evening,  but  at 
10  o'clock  it  was  in  sight,  the  highest  part  bearing  K  9°  N.,  and 
our  distance  from  the  shore  under  it  was  about  7  miles.  We 
then  steered  S.S.E.  and  S.E.,  keeping  at  nearly  the  same  distance 
from  the  land  till  noon,  when  the  observed  latitude  was  42*  2'  11'. 
i^rftod*"^  The  longitude  I  reckoned  to  be  145**  16'  east,  and  the  thermometer 
stood  at  64°.  The  wind  blew  fresh  at  west,  and  the  cloudy  weather 
and  haze  were  such  as  scarcely  permitted  us  to  distinguish  the 
high  land,  although  it  ranges  tolerably  close  to  the  shore.  The 
extreme  of  the  land  at  this  time  bore  as  far  as  S.S.K  ^  R,  distant 
4  leagues,  which  obliged  us  to  haul  farther  out. 

Of  the  hollow  on  the  north  side  of  this  extreme  I  cannot  speak 

with  much  certainty,  the  direction  of  the  wind  making  it  necessary 

for  our  safety  to  keep  at  such  a  distance  from  the  shore  that  when 

combined  with  the  haze  would  only  allow  us  to  distinguish  that  the 

A  sandy       coast  was  in  general  sandy,  and  to  suspect  that  the  haze  obscured 

^****'  some  great  masses  of  high  land  close  at  the  back  of  it.     There  is 

one  or  two  places  left  in  the  chart  where  the  coast-line  did  not  seem 

to  be  perfect,  but  one  of  a  like  appearance  near  the  outer  point, 

we  found  on  approaching  it^  had  a  low  sandy  beach  running  across. 

To  the  southward  of  this  point  the  shore  is  rocky,  the  land  is  lower, 

An  inhospit-  and  to  appearance  wretchedly  barren.     Not  a  sandy  beach  was 

able  shore    ggg^  q^  which  the  imagination  could  rest  [with]  a  hope  of  saving 

our  lives  in  case  the  wind  should  come  to  blow  dead  on  the  coast. 

We  carried  every  sail  the  sloop  had  to  set  till  8  o'clock,  and  had 

then  run  11  leagues  to  the  S.S.E.  since  noon.     We  then  hauled 

off  to  the  S.W'ward,  having  set  a  pyramidal  rock  bearing  east  5 

or  6  miles,  and  a  low  rocky  cape  at  E.  16°  S.t     The  pyramid  lays 

*  Evidently  the  entrance  to  Pieman  River. 

t  The  low  rocky  cape  Flinders  called  **  Gape  Hibbs/'  after  the  master  of  the  vesKl. 
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nearly  a  mile  from  the  shore,  and  was  seen  when  -k  leagues  distant,       1798 
although  the  weather  was  still  hazy.*^ 

December  12th. — ^At  daybreak  the  pyramid  and  low  cape  were 
again  in  sight,  and  at  5  o'clock  the  former  bore  N.  27°  E.  over  the 
cape,  appearing  like  the  crown  of  a  hat»  and  not  near  so  pointed  as 
when  seen  to  the  S.K  The  cape  was  not  more  than  3  miles  distant, 
and  the  land  running  3  or  4  miles  to  the  eastward  from  its  extreme 
forms  a  hollow  by  then  turning  to  its  usual  course.  The  wind 
being  moderate  at  W.  b.  N.,  we  steered  S.R  for  some  high  rocks,  steering 
3  or  4  leagues  distant,  that  lay  off  a  steep  head,  behind  wluch  there  ^^  ' 
was  some  prospect  of  meeting  with  an  opening.  The  shore  con- 
tiguous to  this  run  is  moderately  high,  and  has  a  better  appearance 
than  on  the  north  side  of  Low  Cape,  for  it  is  tolerably  well-wooded. 

From  7  to  10  o'clock  we  steered  S.S.E.,  keeping  about  4  miles 
from  the  shora     The  high  rocks  then  bore  N.  6"  W.  11  miles, 
and  the  extremity  of  a  low  rocky  point  t  K  10*"  S.  5  miles.     From 
this   rocky  point  the  land  runs  back  to  the  eastward  6  or  7 
miles  to  Uie  foot  of  some  high  and'  very  barren  mountains,  and 
then  resumes  its  old  course.     In  this  bight  a  smoke  arose,  which 
-was  the  second  we  had  seen  on  this  coast.     At  noon  Rocky  Rooky 
Point  bore  N.  8*  W.,  or  true  north  6  miles ;  and  the  observed  ^^^*' 
latitude  was  43"*  7'  south,  which  is  eleven  more  than  the  log  gave. 
Some  observations  of  the  sun  west  of  the  moon  place  this  point  in  Lougitude. 
14b''  24'  east,  being  corrected  by  the  observations  in  Port  Dai- 
ry mple;  but  I  have  placed  it  in  145**  41'  in  the  chart,  according 
to  the  oorrectod  dead  reckoning,  which  afterwards  gave  the  situa- 
tion of  the  S.W.  Cape  only  5'  of  longitude  different  from  what 
Captain  Cook  lays  it  down.      Two  round  hills  on  the  extremity 
of  a  point  bearing  S.  64"  K  5  leagues  was  the  farthest  land  we 
could  well  define ;   at  4  o'clock  the  hills  bore  N.  55°  E.  5  or  6 
miles,  when  the  latitude  by  the  meridional  altitude  of  the  moon 
was  43"  18'  40"  south.     The  point  upon  which  these  hills  stand 
was  afterwards  named  Point  St.  Vincent,  by  Governor  Hunter ;  Point  St. 
round  it  there  was  the  appearance  of  a  considerable  opening,  and  ^^<*"^- 
the  space  that  there  seemed  to  be  between  the  mountains  partly 
corroborated  the  conjecture.   The  mountains  which  presented  them- 
selves to  our  view  in  this  situation,  both  close  to  the  shore  and 
inland,  were  amongst  the  most  stupendous  works  of  Nature  I  ever  Remarkable 
beheld,  and,  at  the  same  tin^e,  are  the  most  dismal  and  barren  that  °^<>^^°'' 
can  be  imagined.  |    The  eye  ranges  over  these  peaks  and  variously- 
formed  lumps  of  adamantine  rock  with  astonishment  and  horror ; 
had  the  thermometer  been  30**  or  40°  lower,  and  our  distance  from 

«  Doling  this  day's  ran  FUnden  paeeed,  unobeerved,  the  entrance  to  Maoqaarie  Harboar. 

fNaoMd  by  lUnden  **Kocky  Fohit.'* 

ITheaaaraDOwkBownutheDeWltt  Range.  The  higbeat  point  vae  called  by  FUnden 
'<  De  Witt  Moont,**  under  the  impceesion  that  the  peeki  were  the  Be  Witt  lelee  of  TMmao.— 
Flinden'i  '•Term  Auetralis,**  vol  1,  p.  dxxviL 

VOL.  ui — a« 
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17M      the  land  been  somewhat  greater,  the  white  streaks  and  pat<^e3  of 
bare  rock  might  have  been  taken  for  snow. 
A  calm  Soon  after  5  o'clock  it  fell  calm,  and  we  perceived  that  the 

iiiffht.  sloop  was  drifted  towards  the  shore  by  the  swell     At  sunset  I 

took  the  angle  of  a  pyramidal  rock  at  the  south  extreme  103^  to 
the  left  of  the  sun's  amplitude,  which  gives  its  true  bearing  S.  45i" 
E.,  and  the  highest  of  the  two  hills  on  Point  St  Vincent  N.  49' 
E  true.  A  variable  easterly  air  that  sprung  up  soon  after  this 
enabled  us  to  draw  the  sloop  off  the  shore  a  little,  but  there  was 
very  little  wind  during  the  night 

December  13th. — At  4  in  the  morning  we  steered  E.  b.  N., 
with  a  moderate  north  wind,  for  a  high  jagged  point  of  land,  w^hich 
was  the  southermost  in  sight.*  At  half-past  7  a  steep  head  opened 
round  it  at  E.  14^  N.,  and  the  highest  round  hill  upon  Point 
St  Vincent  bora  N.  14'  W.,  in  a  line  with  one  of  the  highest 
mountains  to  the  northward,  and  this  same  mountain  afterwards 
bore  N.  27®  W.  from  the  pitch  of  the  high  jagged  point. 
De  Witt  I  now  counted  seven  islands  and  rocks  laying  off  to  the  south- 

itiM.  ward,  the  form  and  relative  situation  of  which  evinced  thena  to  be 

De  Witt's  Isles,  and  although  the  log  did  not  give  our  situation  so 
much  to  the  southward,  yet  everything  else  tended  to  prove  that 
the  high  jagged  point  was  the  S.  W.  Cape  of  Van  Diemen's  Land, 
and  consequently  that  from  a  totally  unknown  coast  we  were  now 
come  to  a  part  of  the  island  that  had  often  been  visited  before.  On 
this  occasion  it  was  gratifying  to  reflect  that  we  had  been  enabled 
to  keep  the  shore  so  close  on  board  that  not  much  of  it  had  escaped 
a  minute  examination,  and  altho'  [the  winds]  had  much  detained 
us  by  their  contrariety  and  violence,  yet  had  the  chain' of  anglt^ 
been  never  wholly  broken  from  that  part  of  the  coast  near  the 
niStiSS*  "*'  N.E.  Cape,  where  Capt.  Furneaux  left  it,  round  to  the  S.W.  Cape, 
calculations,  where  his  examination  commenced.  This  will  explain  how  it  comes 
to  pass  that  without  having  a  timekeeper  our  reckoning  should 
only  err  5'  of  longitude  in  ten  days,  from  Port  Dalrymple  to  the 
S.  W.  Cape.  These  places,  too,  are  laid  down  by  lunar  observations, 
and  taken  by  different  people  and  instruments,  and  at  an  interval 
of  twenty-two  years. 
Tide,  The  same  tide  or  current  that  had  drifted  us  about  4  leagues 

wind."*'  "**  ^  *^®  southward  during  the  night  now  prevented  us  from  fetching 
nearer  than  3  miles  to  the  S.W.  Cape,  but  it  then  drew  more  to  the 
westward,  and  the  wind  took  the  same  direction  alonn  the  high- 
towering  heads.  Those  heads  are  the  extremes  of  ranges  of  moun- 
tains which,  rising  inland  and  stretching  towards  the  south,  have 
been  here  abruptly  severed  by  the  effect  of  some  unknown  cause. 
The  De  Witt's  Isles  are  probably  the  uncovered  i-emains  of  this  sec- 
tion. These  isles  and  the  projecting  ridges  seem  to  vie  with  each 
other  in  sterility,  but  there  is  some  vegetation  on  both  in  those  part> 
of  them  that  are  sheltered  from  the  southerly  and  westerly  winds. 

*  This  Jagged  point  of  land  was  the  South-Weal  Ospe. 
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Soon  after  10  we  hauled  up  to  examine  an  opening  about  3  1793 
leagues  from  the  S. W.  Cape.  It  proved  to  be  only  a  small  shallow 
bay,  with  a  sandy  beach  at  the  head  of  it,  and  is  open  to  southerly 
winds,  but  there  are  two  clusters  of  rocks  in  the  mouth  of  it,  which 
would  break  off  a  good  deal  of  sea,  perhaps  sufficiently  so  for  a 
ship  to  find  shelter  in  the  bay.  At  noon  we  hove  to  off  the 
southernmost  cluster  of  these  rocks,  to  take  the  angles  that  the 
islands,  rocks,  and  other  conspicuous  objects  made  with  the  steep 
head,  which  Iwre  from  us  N.  75°  E.  The  distance  afterwards  run 
to  it  was  1 1  miles.  I  observed  the  sun's  meridional  altitude  Latitude  oc 
from  the  south,  which  gave  the  latitude  43"  27'  38"  south,  accord-  wwtoS^' 
ing  to  which  the  S.W.  Cape  would  be  in  43**  29'  south.  This 
latitude  is  something  more  than  that  given  by  our  log  from  the 
time  of  the  observation  by  the  moon  yesterday,  but  it  is  less  than 
that  of  both  Captn.  Fumeaux  and  Captn.  Cook,  the  first  of  whom 
makes  it  in  43""  39',  and  the  latter  in  43""  37'  south.  From  the 
greatness  of  these  authorities,  I  conjecture  that  from  haste  to  get 
the  angles  before  our  position  was  materially  altered  a  mistake  of 
10'  must  have  been  made  in  reckoning  off  the  altitude  from  the 
sextant,  and  I  have  therefore  placed  the  Cape  in  43**  39'  0"  in  the 
chart. 

Every  navigator  that  has  hitherto  passed  along  this  coast,  as  far 
as  my  knowledge  extends,  iLas  kept  to  the  southward  of  the  islands, 
and  those  who  have  made  sketches  or  charts  have  usually  left  un- 
£nished  places  where  it  was  supposed  there  might  be  good  harbours 
or  bays.  In  order  to  ascertain  this  point  we  steered  within  the  Examining 
body  of  the  islands,  and  from  within  one  and  a  half  to  four  miles  ®  *  °'®' 
of  the  main.  I  am  tolerably  certain  we  saw  the  head  of  every  bay 
and  bight,  and  aUo  that  they  are  nearly  as  marked  in  the  charts. 
With  respect  to  relative  position,  some  allowance  must  be  made  for 
the  rapidity  with  which  we  passed  along,  and  the  tides  that  might 
render  a  dead  reckoning  more  erroneous  than  would  be  perceptible 
by  the  land.  Here  I  again  lamented  the  want  of  a  timekeeper. 
Indeed  this  deficiency  was  a  continual  source  of  regret,  and  has 
been  already  mentioned  more  than  once,  but  it  ought  to  be  kept 
constantly  in  mind,  that  more  confidence  may  not  be  placed  in  the 
chart  than  it  deserves. 

At  2  o'clock  we  passed  close  to  the  westernmost  of  De  Witt's  peWitt 
Isles.  This  island  appears  to  be  higher  and  larger  than  any  of 
the  cluster,  being  near  2  miles  in  length,  and  it  is  very  barren.  It 
had  lately  been  burnt,  which  was  a  circumstance  that  a  good  deal 
surprised  us.  We  examined  the  rocks  very  carefully  for  seals,  but 
did  not  see  one  there,  or  even  in  the  water,  during  any  part  of 
the  day. 

At  half -past  5  we  approached  very  near  to  a  head  equally  steep 
with  those  to  the  westward,  but  differing  in  this — that  it  was 
basaltic,  and  somewhat  lower  than  tho3e.     This  had  hitherto  been 
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the  farthest  land  in  sight,  and  was  taken  to  he  ihe  Sonth  Oape^ 
and  the  first  land  that  opened  round  it  being  at  £.  b.  K.,  abont 
6  miles  distant,  proves  that  it  was  so.  But  on  examining  Oaptn. 
Cook's  chart,  I  think  it  is  this  next  head  that  he  has  called  the 
South  Cape,  principally  from  the  relative  situations  of  his  Peaked 
Hill  and  the  Eddystone.  This  peaked  hill  was  called  Gookaoomb 
Hill  by  Captn.  Bligh  in  1791,  which  is  a  name  veiy  aj^licable  to 
its  form  when  bearing  to  the  eastward  of  north,  but  when  seen  to 
the  westward  its  high  peak  is  only  conspicuous. 

At  6  it  became  nearly  calm,  and  at  the  same  time  heavy  clouds 
of  black  and  red  began  to  collect  in  the  south  and  round  the  west. 
We  therefore  steered  off  shore,  for  at  this  time  our  distance  was 
not  so  much  as  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  rocky  shore,  under  the 
South  Cape.  There  was  a  tide  setting  to  the  eastward,  with  whidi 
— and  getting  a  little  more  ofSng — ^we  hoped  to  be  able  to  fetch 
into  the  Storm  Bay  Passage,  if  the  wind  should  not  come  ao  dead 
on  as  at  south.  Sudden  puffs  of  wind  from  the  westward  succeeded 
the  calm,  each  puff  being  stronger  than  the  former,  and  the  intervals 
shorter.  At  the  same  time  we  saw  a  heavy  squall  behind,  of  all 
colours,  sweeping  along  towards  us  and  covering  the  horizon  with 
impenetrable  darkness.  Soon  after  we  had  taken  in  all  the  sails 
but  the  foresail,  it  burst  upon  us,  with  thunder,  ligfatnii^,  and 
heavy  rain.  The  direction  of  the  wi&d  was  W.  b.  S.,  aiul  we 
steered  S.E.  b.  E.  and  east,  keeping  it  as  much  quartering  as  we 
dare,  to  get  farther  off  shore.  Had  it  been  from  soutii,  or  had  the 
squall  come  on  an  hour  sooner,  it  is  probable  we  should  have  been 
left  to  bleach  under  the  high  cliffs  of  the  South  Cape,  and  the 
separation  of  Van  Diemen's  Land  from  New  Holland  would  still 
have  been  only  supported  by  conjecture. 

At  half -past  7  the  squall  was  mostly  passed  over,  and  we  had  an 
indistinct  view  of  either  Swilly*  or  the  Eddystone,  bearing  S.£.  ^  S, 
The  South  Cape  then  bore  W.  ^  N.  5  or  6  miles,  and  the  next  head 
N.  b.  E.  two  and  a  half.  There  was  a  second  head  in  sight  to  the 
eastward  of  the  cape,  which  opened  from  the  first  at  N.  70"*  £.,  5 
or  6  miles  asunder,  f  Beyond  this  I  believe  the  coast  trends  away 
to  the  northward  up  the  Storm  Bay  Passage  ;  Tasmau's  Head  was 
just  in  sight,  bearing  about  N.E.  b.  E. 

Friday,  December  14th. — It  blew  very  hard  during  the  night 
between  west  and  north-west,  accompanied  with  rain  and  very  thick 
weather.  We  kept  to  windward  in  the  mouth  of  the  passage  as 
well  as  we  could,  hoping  to  fetch  in  next  morning;  but  at  4 
o'clock  found  it  would  be  impossible  to  weather  the  small  islands 
called  Courts  by  Mr.  Hayes,  and  therefore  bore  away  forTasman's 
Head,  the  outermost  of  the  Friar  Rocks  |  then  bearing  N.1S.  b.  £. 

*  Now  known  as  Piedra  Blwioa. 

t  Shown  on  the  mape  as  Soatb-East  Cape. 

t  8o«alled  by  Oftptato  Funietax. 
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2  or  3  leagues.  Conrte  Isles  lay  W.  ^  K  from  the  aoathernmoBt  1796 
of  the  Friars,  and  between  them  there  is  a  deep  bight,  the  head  The  Frian. 
of  which  I  set  at  N.N.  W.,  when  the  inner  part  of  Tasman's  Head 
"wss  in  the  same  bearing.  There  is  some  vegetation  upon  three 
of  the  Frtars,  and  we  observed  that  the  largest  of  them  had  been 
lat^y  burnt.  The  two  easternmost  are  mere  black  rooks.  One 
of  them  is  in  a  pyramidal  form,  and,  I  suppose,  it  was  from  the 
appearance  of  these  two  in  particular  that  Gaptn.  Fumeaux  gave 
them  their  present  name.  They  extend  about  one  mile  and  a 
quarter  from  the  head,  and  are  frequented  by  many  gannets. 

About  one  mile  N.K  of  these  rocks  we  saw  broken  water,  which  a  reef, 
might  have  been  upon  a  reef,  or  perhaps  was  only  the  effect  of  a 
tide.     A  small  reef  is  marked  in  the  charts  that  those  who  follow 
may  be  on  their  guard. 

By  our  azimuth  compass  the  Fluted  Cape  opened  round  Tasman's 
Head  at  N.  b.  £.  ^  E.,  and  Cape  Frederick  Henry  round  Fluted 
Cape  at  N.  ^  £. 

Not  being  able  to  get  into  Adventure  Bay,  we  edged  away  steering  for 
round  Cape  Frederick  Henry,  to  try  if  we  could  not  get  into  the  *^®^"^«"*' 
Derwent  River. 

At  noon  the  wind  was  more  moderate,  with  fine  weather.  The 
north  end  of  the  Island  of  Adventure  bore  N.  68'  W.,  and  the 
other  point  of  the  entrance  up  the  Derwent  N.  40*  W.  about  6 
miles ;  the  observed  latitude  was  43*  8'  16"  south. 

Finding  we  could  not  gain  the  mouth  of  the  river  after  turning 
some  hours,  the  sloop  being  now  light  and  leewardly,  we  borb 
away  up  what  Captn.  Bligh  called  Providence  Sound  in  1791,  and 
which  Mr.  Hayes  has  since  named  Henshaw  Bay  ;  but  as  I  appre- 
hend this  is  the  place  that  Tasman  called  Frederick  Henry  or  Frederick 
Hendrick's  Bay  more  than  a  century  ago,  I  have  prefixed  that  ^^^  ^^* 
name  to  it  in  the  chart.*     At  half-past  6  we  anchored  in  10| 
fathoms  upon  a  sandy  botUmi,  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
weather  shore,  and  exposed  to  a  southerly  sea,  Cape  Frederick 
Henry  bearing  S.  9*"  W.,  and  the  opposite  side  of  the  entrance  S. 
25^  £.     There  is  a  long  sandy  beach  at  what  appeared  to  be  the 
head  of  the  bay,  but  to  the  eastward  of  us  ther^  seemed  to  be  an 
opening,  where  we  hoped  to  find  good  shelter,  as  well  as  a  field  for 
further  researches.     The  country  had  a  pleasant  appearance,  par- 
ticularly a  sloping  piece  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  opening.  Sloping 
This  we  afterwards  fotmd  to  be  an  island  of  between  one  and  two  ^"'^^ 
miles  in  length,  and  is  distinguished  by  the  name  of  Sloping  Island 
in  the  chart. 

Saturday,  15th. — In  the  morning  the  wind  was  moderate  from 
the  N.W.  We  weighed  at  half-past  10,  and  ran  over  to  a  small 
island  bearing  N.  33"  K,  and  having  observed  there  was  no  tide 
running  any  way,  we  weighed  the  distance  by  a  constant  log,  and 
found  it  to  be  3*41  miles,  which  served  as  a  base  to  lay  down  this 

*  This  bay  is  still  Lr.own  as  Fnderick  Henry  Bay. 
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1798  part  of  the  bay  from.  We  anchored  on  the  lee  side  of  the  island 
La3>nff~  "^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^^  fathoms,  and  went  on  shore  upon  it  with  the 
down  abuse-  theodolite.  Its  length  is  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  S.K 
and  N. W.  It  is  frequented  by  guUs,  who  lay  their  eggs  here ;  and 
it  had  also  been  frequented  by  men  but  a  few  months  back,  there 
being  several  fire-places  with  numbers  of  large  ear-shells  about 
them.  Finding  several  dark  holes  in  the  cliffii,  I  called  this  the 
Isle  of  Caves.  In  the  afternoon  we  weighed  and  steered  for  a 
smooth  beautiful-looking  island  up  the  opening,  which  bore  from  K 
5*"  30'  to  10*"  40'  S.  from  the  Isle  of  Caves,  and  measured  another 
base  in  the  same  manner  as  before.  Their  distance  asunder  is  five 
miles  and  three  quartera 

An  isUuid.  On  landing  upon  this  smooth  island  in  the  evening  we  did  not 
find  the  goodness  of  its  soil  equal  to  its  appearance  ;  it  would,  how- 
ever, make  a  fine  large  garden,  there  being  more  than  a  hundred 
acres  of  cultivable  ground  upon  it. 

December  16th,  Sunday. — In  the  morning  I  again  landed  to 
take  bearings  from  another  part  of  the  island,  after  which  we 
weighed  and  ran  to  the  south  side  of  a  point  which  lays  one  mile 
and  a  half  to  the  south-eastward,  the  wind  fresh  from  the  north- 
ward. From  a  hill  that  stands  a  little  within  this  point  I  had  a 
good  view  of  the  form  of  the  bay  in  its  neighbourhood. 

Monday,  17th. — In  the  evening  we  ran  round  to  the  north  side 
of  the  point,  there  being  every  appearance  of  a  southerly  gale 
coming  on,  but  it  continued  moderate,  and  in  the  morning  we 

Gull  Island,  landed  upon  the  islet  called  Gull  Island  in  the  chart.  The  soil  of 
this  island  is  a  mixture  of  vegetable  earth  and  sand,  and  it  is 
clothed  with  trees  and  brush.  We  found  a  good  many  gulls  on  the 
west  point  of  it,  and  shot  several,  which  were  not  thought  bad 
eating  when  in  addition  to  a  short  allowance. 

The  wmd  blew  too  strong  from  the  westward  to  move  the 
sloop,  and  therefore  we  spent  the  afternoon  in  examining  a  small 
arm  to  the  N.E.  of  Gull  Island  in  the  boat.  We  took  no  lead  or 
line,  our  progress  being  too  slow  and  difficult  to  admit  of  the 
delay  of  sounding,  but  there  appeared  to  [be]  water  enough  for  the 
sloop  to  some  distance  up.  A  small  stream  of  fresh  water  runs 
over  the  stones  into  the  head  of  this  small  branch,  but  the 
shallowness  of  the  water  in  this  part  would  render  it  very  incon- 
venient to  fill  casks  here.  The  country  all  round  was  miserable 
and  barren. 

Tuesday,  18th. — The  strength  of  the  wind  at  sunset  made  it 
necessary  to  drop  the  sheet-anchor  under  foot,  but  it  was  moderate 
on  Tuesday  morning.  We  then  made  an  attempt  to  turn  up  to  the 
weather  shore,  but  towards  the  evening  found  it  most  convenient  to 

A  "com-^     compromise  the  matter  by  anchoring  on  the  south  side  of  the  bay, 

promite."     under  the  lee  of  a  cliffy  head  which  projected  to  the  northward. 


Exploring 
the  N.E. 
arm. 
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Our  soundings,  as  well  as  the  forni  of  this  extensive  bay,  will  be      1708 
best  understood  by  consulting  the  sketch. 

From  a  head  that  lay  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  our  anchor- 
age I  took  bearings  of  every  remarkable  object  in  sight,  amongst 
which  it  was  an  agreeable  surprize  to  see  a  new  opening  on  the  An  apparent 
east  side  of  the  bay,  at  the  back  of  a  small  woody  island.     It  did  t'^^euf.^ 
not  appear  to  be  above  half  a  mile  wide,  but  the  only  land  that 
could  be  seen  through  it  was  a  hummock  which  was  quite  blue 
from  its  distance,  and  I  then  conjectured  it  might  be  one  of  the 
Maria  Islands ;  but  whether  this  opens  into  the  ocean  or  is  the 
mouth  of  a  river,  or  whether  there  may  be  very  low  lands  running 
across  but  a  little  way  back,  and  thus  be  neither  the  one  or  the 
other,  I  cannot  determine.     About  8  o'clock  I  observed  the  meri-  The  latitude. 
dional  altitude  of  the  moon  abreast  of  the  sloop  by  the  artificial 
horizon,  and  found  the  latitude  to  be  43°  I'  28". 

Wednesday,  19th. — I  went  early  on  Wednesday  morning  to  get 
bearings  from  the  extremity  of  the  nearest  western  head  before  we 
got  under  weigh.  The  wind  was  still  at  W.S.  W.,  but  the  length  of 
time  it  might  take  to  turn  back  in  the  present  light  trim  of  the 
sloop  deterred  me  from  running  for  the  new  opening.  Therefore, 
with  the  intention  of  returning  to  examine  it  if  time  and  the  winds 
should  permit,  we  stood  back  out  of  this  upper  part  of  Frederick 
Henry  Bay  for  the  purpose  of  getting  up  the  Derwent  River,  where  steering  Cor 
there  was  little  doubt  of  finding  fresh  water,  as  well  as  the  most  pwwent. 
fertile  country.  The  latter,  as  being  Mr.  Bass's  pursuit,  weighed 
with  me,  as  well  as  the  expectation  of  finding  a  field  for  my  own. 
At  noon  I  got  an  observation  of  the  sun,  which  gives  the  latitude 
of  Green  Head  42'  66  J'  south.  It  bore  S.  72'  W.  two  and  a  half  Green  Head, 
miles,  and  is  the  north  point  of  the  great  piece  of  land  that  divides 
the  eastern  part  of  Frederick  Henry  Bay  from  the  common  en- 
trance into  it  and  the  Derwent,  and  makes  the  foimer  a  spacious 
and  well-sheltered  harbour.  I  called  it  Green  Head  from  its 
appearance.  At  8  in  the  evening  we  got  to  an  anchor  in  4^ 
fathoms  on  the  N.E.  side  of  Sloping  Island. 

Thursday,  20th. — At  daylight  on  Thursday  morning  continued 
our  progress  towards  the  Derwent,  but  a  calm  with  thick  rainy  Rainy 
weather  induced  me  to  drop  the  anchor  soon  afterwards.     At  10  ^**  *'* 
o'clock  a  breeze  sprung  up  from  the  southward.     We  weighed  and 
attempted  to  turn  to  windward,  but  finding  we  were  likely  to 
have  a  long  bpat  in  the  rain  to  little  purpose  we  anchored  abreast 
of  a  small  bench  on  the  west  shore  in  two  and  three-quarters 
fathoms,  the  wind  being  about  three  points  off  the  land.     The  rain 
abated  in  the  evening,  and  permitted  us  to  examine  a  sheet  of  water  a  lagoon, 
which  had  been  observed  over  the  beach  from  the  masthead.    There 
was  a  good  deal  of  tide  coming  out  of  the  narrow  entrance ;  but 
the  water  is  only  of  sufiicient  depth  for  boats.     Our  examination 


808  HISTOEICAIi  RBOOSDS   OF  NEW  SOUTH  WAIiES. 

1796  of  the  lagoon  next  moming  wa»  principally  with  the  hope  of  fbadiiig 
a  passage  by  it  into  the  river,  but  it  was  without  suooeo,  nor  was 
there  any  fresh  water  to  be  met  with.  There  were  some  flights  of 
ducksy  but  we  could  not  shoot  any. 

Friday,  2l8t. — ^We  were  under  weigh  with  the  sloop  at  noon 

and  crawling  a  little  to  the  southward  with  light  weatorly  airs. 

At  4  o'clock  a  variable  breeze  sprung  up  from  the  N.E'ward,  npon 

B^8^      which  I  left  the  sloop  for  Mr.  Baas  to  proceed  with  into  the  Derwent, 

Sie        ^^  and  went  away  in  the  boat  to  Betsey's  Island  to  get  bearing^     This 

Derwent.      upland  lays  between  the  entrance  of  the  river  and  the  passage  into 

Betsev'e       the  upper  part  of  Frederick  Henry  Bay,  and  is  a  mile  off  the  beach 

Island.         ^£  what  Mr.  Hayes  has  called  Speak's  Bay;  though,  if  it  deserves  a 

name,  perhaps  No-man's  Bay  would  be  tl»&  most  applicable  to  it 

The  length  of  the  island  is  more  than  a  mile  S.R  b.  S.  and  N.W. 

b.  N.     It  is  high  and  so  steep  that  I  was  unable  to  land  till  aiter 

coasting  half-round  it,  and  it  was  then  necessary  to  make  good 

use  of  my  hands  in  ascending  the  mount  to  ensure  safety.     It  is 

thickly  clothed  with  trees  and  luxuriant  grass,  upon  which  no 

animal  appeared  to  feed,  and  the  prospect  from  it  is  extensive  and 

grand,    llie  natives  visit  it ;  but  I  found  no  reoent  marks  of  their 

fires. 

At  8  o'clock  I  joined  the  sloop  off  the  west  point  of  Speak's 

Bay.     The  wind  had  shifted  round  to  the  southward,  and  there 

were  great  doubts  of  her  weathering  the  rooks  that  lay  off  the 

point.  I  therefore  went  to  sound  within  them,  and  found  3  fathoms 

amongst  the  seaweed ;  but  she  fetched  round  with  the  assistance 

Anchored  in  of  the  sweeps,  and  we  soon  after  anchored  in  9  fathoms  in  the 

of  thT"^^     mouth  of  the  river,  it  being  then  calm.     Mr.  Bass  informed  me 

Derwent.      that  he  had  passed  two  flat  rocks  laying  nearly  halfway  over  from 

the  beach  of  Speak's  Bay  to  Betsey  Island  and  through  a  great 

deal  of  seaweed,  but  never  had  less  than  5  fathoms  of  water. 

Saturday,  22nd. — At  midnight  a  light  air  from  the  southward 
induced  us  to  weigh,  but  we  had  not  advanced  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
before  a  want  of  wind  made  it  necessary  to  anchor  again.  At 
progress  ^  ^^  ^^^  morning  we  madeaiiother  trial,  but  with  no  more  suooess. 
Mr.  Bass  and  myself  then  went  ashore  abreast  of  the  sloop  upon 
our  several  pursuits.  A  little  before  noon  we  returned  on  board 
and  got  under  weigh  to  turn  upwards,  finding  there  was  a  little 
tide  in  our  favour,  the  wind  moderate  from  the  northward.  We 
had  advanced  about  3  miles  when  the  wind  died  away,  and  the 
tide  was  then  draining  downwards  ;  we  therefore  anchorod  again, 
and  went  on  shore  as  b^ore.  This  was  a  lai^e  beaoh,  hollowing 
back  into  the  land,  which  I  had  hitherto  taken  to  be  Ralph's  Bay. 

Sunday,  23rd. — The  wind  being  fresh  from  the  northward  in  the 
morning,  and  the  tide  running  down,  we  did  not  attempt  to  torn 
upwards,  but  stood  over  to  the  west  side  of  the  river  and  anchored 
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cio08  to  the  ahore.     I  ascended  the  high  land  abreast  of  the  sloop,       1796 
and  saw  the  head  of  Fairlie's  Harbour  on  the  other  side.     It  Fairiie's 
appeared  to  be  very  shoal,  but  the  ground  round  it  good,  and,  from  Harbour, 
its  sttoation  immediately  under  the  slope  of  the  high  mountain, 
there  are  probably  seYenl  streams  of  fraah  water  running  into  it. 

About  the  time  that  it  began  to  get  dark  we  were  abreast  of 
Eisdon  River,  according  to  the  situation  of  Mount  Direction,  and 
therefore  anchored  for  the  night,  intending  to  enter  it  in  the  morn- 
ing and  take  in  fresh  water,  if  any  was  to  be  found. 

Monday,  24th. — Risdon  River  turned  out  in  the  morning  to 
be  a  small  cove  which  has  a  run  of  water  into  it  in  wet  weather. 
The  tide  flows  into  it  at  other  times,  but  at  low  water  it  is  nearly 
dry.  Not  being  able  to  go  upwards  with  the  sloop,  the  wind  and 
tide  being  both  against  us,  I  ascended  Mount  Direction,  from  view  from 
whence  I  coald  see  into  Frederick  Henry  Bay,  and  had  a  good  ^^J^i^^ 
view  and  bearings  of  the  different  points  of  the  river  as  far 
down  as  Betsey's  Island,  and  upwards  till  it  turns  to  the  south- 
westward,  where  I  conjectured  the  Saunders  River  of  Mr.  Hayes 
emptied  itself. 

Tuesday,  25th. — ^The  following  morning  we  made  an  attempt  to 
go  up  the  river,  but,  being  likely  to  lose  ground,  anchored  in  8 
fathoms  on  the  west  side,  abreast  of  a  small  inlet  dignified  with  the 
name  of  Prince  of  Wales's  Bay.  Whether  there  is  water  enough  Prinoeof 
for  a  vessel  to  go  into  it  I  cannot  say ;  but  seeing  no  swans  there,  I  ^y.^ " 
took  the  boat  round  to  the  place  where  Duke's  River  is  marked  in 
the  chart  Mr.  Bass  had  Imd  a  search  on  shore  for  this  river  the 
preceding  evening,  but  could  find  nothing  more  than  a  drain,  and 
that  a  small  one,  issuing  from  a  swamp.  I  was  still  more  unsuccess* 
fnl  in  that  pursuit,  but  I  brought  three  swans  on  board  soon  after 
8  o'clock.  After  landing  Mr.  Base,  I  took  the  boat  up  the  river 
above  Mount  Direction,  and  got  bearings  from  several  plaoes  on 
both  sides.  I  observed  the  latitude  to  be  42*"  47'  23*  south,  on  a 
point  to  the  W.N.  W.  of  the  mound,  and  on  the  opposite  sida  We 
were  obliged  to  give  the  point  under  Mount  Direction  a  good  berth, 
and  could  not  anywhere  find  more  than  2  fathoms  off  it  By 
keeping  too  near  the  point  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  where  the 
obs^vation  for  the  latitude  had  been  taken,  the  water  shoaled  and  shoAi  water. 
obliged  us  to  let  go  the  anchor  in  9  feet.  We  sounded  in  the  • 
lx>at  for  the  deep  water  and  weighed,  but  touched  the  ground  just 
off  the  point)  altho'  the  previous  cast  had  been  7  fathoms.  The 
bottom  being  soft  mud  and  the  tide  rising,  she  went  over  without 
any  injury,  and  we  proceeded  upwards  till  it  began  to  be  dark, 
and  then  anchored  in  the  mouth  of  a  cove  that  had  particularly 
attracted  my  notice  at  the  top  of  Mount  Direction,  from  the 
beauty  of  the  surrounding  country  and  the  great  nimiber  of  swans 
I  observed  in  it. 
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1798  Wednesday,  26th. — Having  taken  bearings  to  intersect  those 

from  Mount  Direction,  we  weighed  at  8  o'clock,  with  the  inten- 

Freshwater,  tion  of  running  up  towards  the  head  of  the  river,  into  the  fresh 
water,  but  had  not  proceeded  far  before  the  shoalness  of  the  water 
obliged  us  to  anchor,  neither  could  I  find  diat  there  was  any 
channel  deep  enough  for  the  sloop,  altho'  the  river  was  still  half 
a  mile  wide.  We  were  now  cut  off  from  our  principal  dependence 
for  fresh  water,  which  our  expiring  twelve  weeks,  the  light  trim 
of  the  sloop,  and  indeed  almost  immediate  necessity,  made  a 
primary  object  of  pursuit;  I  therefore  went  with  the  boat  into 
the  cove  we  had  just  left  to  search  for  fresh  water,  and  on  the 
making  of  the  ebb  the  sloop  followed  and  anchored  in  the  mouth 
of  it. 

Herdsman's       This  place  I  called  Herdsman's  Cove,  from  the  capability  of  the 

^^®'  neighbouring  country  to  support  large  herds  of  cattle.     There  are 

two  small  streams  that  fall  into  it ;  the  southernmost  leads  to  a 
swamp,  into  which  we  got  the  boat,  being  near  high  water,  but 
could  not  anywhere  find  it  fresh  enough  to  drink.  That  which 
comes  into  the  N.K  corner  of  the  cove  is  much  larger  and  deeper, 
but  we  rowed  nearly  2  miles  up  it  before  the  water  became 
fresh.  This  was  at  the  head,  where  it  drains  in  amongst  the 
stones,  and  was  very  inconvenient  to  fill  casks  at.  There  are  2 
or  3  fathoms  up  to  near  the  head  of  this  creek,  but  it  was  with 
a  good  deal  of  difficulty,  and  not  till  the  afternoon,  that  we  could 
find  the  narrow  channel  leading  into  it.  Except  this  channel,  the 
cove  itself  is  mostly  dry  at  low  water,  the  bottom  being  soft  mud 
covered  with  slimy  grass  of  some  feet  in  length,  upon  which  the 
swans  feed.     Towards  evening  the  wind  blew  strong  from  the 

™ther"^^  S.E.,  with  thick  rainy  weather  (Thursday,  27th),  which  continued 
all  the  next  day,  so  as  to  prevent  us  from  moving  either  widi  the 
sloop  or  boat.  The  intricacy  of  the  channel  into  this  creek,  and 
the  delay  that  might  arise  from  a  southerly  or  westerly  wind  setting 
in,  deterred  me  from  going  up  it  to  fill  water.  The  banks  of  the 
creek  are  in  general  so  very  high  that  even  a  light  breeze  would  be 
so  much  increased  as  to  prevent  us  from  getting  out  whilst  the 
wind  blew  upon  it.  I  therefore  thought  it  best,  after  giving  one 
day  to  an  excursion  up  the  river  in  the  boat,  to  go  down  to  Risdon 
Cove,  where  we  were  certain  of  getting  water,  though  it  might  be 
'with  a  good  deal  of  difficulty. 

An  Friday,  28th. — On  Friday  morning  the  weather  was  fine,  and  & 

upthe  ^°      light  breeze  blowing  from  the  S.W.,  we  took  an  early  breakfast 
Derwent      and  set  off  upon  our  excursion. 

In  the  comer  of  the  turning  to  the  south-westward  we  ejqpected 
to  find  the  Saunders  Kiver  of  Mr.  Hayes,  but  could  not  perceive 
any  opening  or  stream  whatever.  The  water  being  very  shoal 
there,  and  the  place  out  of  our  way,  we  did  not  go  up  into  [the] 
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comer,  and  therefore  I  cannot  assert  that  there  is  no  stream,  but      1796 
certainly  there  can  be  none  that  ought  to  be  called  a  river.     From 
this  comer  the  river  runs  S.S.W.,  contracting  its  banks  to  half  its 
former  size,  and  after  a  short  distance  the  water  becomes  fresh. 
The  land  on  both  sides  rises  high  at  a  very  little  distance  from 
the  water,  and  being  a  steep  ascent  and  clothed  with  trees  and  The  banks 
verdure,  has  a  beautiful  and  majestic  appearance,  particularly  on  v^Sttre.^^^ 
the  larboard  shore. 

After  rowing  about  3  miles  from  the  comer,  deviating  a  point 
or  two  from  S.S.  W.,  the  river  turns  sharp  round  to  about  W.  ^  N. 
for  half  a  mile,  preserving  nearly  the  same  width.     The  number 
of  swans  that  we  saw  in  this  excursion  by  far  exceeded  the  flocks  Flocks  of 
in  Port  Dalrymple.     We  brought  fifteen  on  board  with  us.  *^''*°'' 

Saturday,  29th. — ^There  were  some  small  coves  on  the  western 
shore,  which  were  examined  for  fresh  water,  but  without  success. 
At  half-past  6  we  got  under  weigh,  and  having  a  fair  wind,  traced 
the  deep  channel  down  with  tolerable  accuracy  till  we  came  abreast 
of  Mount  Direction  Point,  where  there  did  not  appear  to  be  more 
than  9  or  10  feet  in  any  part.  Mr.  Hayes  marks  one  fathom  here, 
but  seems  to  have  anchored  above  it  in  his  ship.  As  soon  as  the 
anchor  was  dropped  in  Risdon  Cove  we  went  on  shore  to  examine 
the  run,  and  found  that  the  late  rain  had  thrown  so  much  water  Watering  at 
in  that  we  should  be  able  to  fill  our  casks  near  the  mouth.  The  q^^^ 
valley  that  it  runs  down  extends  some  distance  to  the  south- 
eastward, and  is  a  very  beautiful  country,  with  a  rich  luxuriant 
soil. 

In  the  afternoon  we  got  all  the  water-casks  on  shore,  and  in 
the  evening  some  good  observations  gave  the  variation  of  the 
azimuth  compass  8°  28'  east,  and  of  the  theodolite  9°  15'  east. 
A  meridional  altitude  of  the  moon,  taken  early  next  morning, 
gave  the  latitude  42'  48'  12'  south. 

Tuesday,  January  1st,  1799. — Having  light  baffling  airs  and  1799 
foul  winds,  we  were  no  lower  down  the  river  on  Tuesday  at  noon 
than  the  mouth  of  Ralph's  Bay,  opposite  to  which  I  observed  the  RaJph's  Bay. 
latitude  to  be  42'  56'  56''  S.  At  night  the  weather  looked  so 
wild  and  unsettled  that  I  was  afraid  to  anchor  on  either  shore 
lest  it  should  become  a  lee  one ;  we  therefore  kept  beating  all 
night,  the  wind  being  in  general  strong  from  the  S.EVard. 

Wednesday,  2nd. — It  was  still  foul  in  the  morning,  when, 
finding  that  we  might  be  beating  about  for  two  or  three  days, 
and  perhaps  not  get  round  Cape  Pillar  after  all  without  a  fiEiir 
wind,  we  ran  into  the  Storm  Bay  Passage,  and  about  noon 
anchored  in  Port  Pruen,  in  4  fathoms.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  Port  Pmen. 
to  say  that  wood  can  be  had  in  every  part  in  great  abundance. 
Every  place  that  we  found  fresh  water  in  has  been  noticed  in 
the  daily  occurrences.     The  longitude  marked  in  the  sketch  is 
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1790  aocording  to  the  sitaation  of  Pengtdn  Island  hy  JAent.  Bligh  in 
1788.  The  mmdiaiw  upon  the  ohazi-  are  moTed  1^'  more  wcBleriy 
on  aooount  of  a  before-mentioned  difierenoe  of  5'  in  the  redconing 
on  making  the  S.  W.  Cape. 

s»a  for  Port  Thursday,  3rd. — Early  on  Thursday  morning  we  saOed  from 
Jackson.  Pmen  Cove  for  Port  Jackson,  it  being  then  the  fourth  day  after 
the  expiration  of  our  limited  twelve  weeks.  It  was  not  without 
regret  that  I  was  obliged  to  leave  this  interesting  part  of  Yan 
Diemen's  Land  so  imperfectly  examined.  Of  the  Storm  Bar 
Passage  we  saw  nothing  except  the  norUiem  eniranoe,  and  the 
western  part  of  Adventure  Bay  Island^  which  Mr.  Bass  was  so 
anxious  to  visit,  was  not  landed  upon.  It  would  have  been  worth 
some  trouble  to  ascertain  whether  the  hogs  and  goats  inidoh  the 
philanthropy  of  navigators  has  placed  hm  are  yet  renunning. 
We  weighed  with  a  variable  wind,  which  afterwards  settled  at 
p?n]i?^Sa°  ^*^*'  ^^  having  turned  out  of  the  Storm  Bay  Passage,  hoiBted 
in  our  boat  and  stood  over  to  Qn<»n  Island,  intending  to  keep 
dose  round  the  south  end  of  what  has  hitherto  been  called  the 
Maria.  Islands,  tho'  why  Tasman  called  this  body  of  land  islands, 
or  whether  tl^  is  certainly  the  same  that  he  so  named,  I  cannot 
tell,  not  having  his  Voyage. 

At  noon  the  high  mountain*  on  the  west  side  of  tiie  Dei  went 
}x)re  N.  62'  W.     This  mountain,  by  being  visible  at  almost  evcrr 
station,  was  very  serviceable  in  oonnecting  the  different  parts  of 
g^  the  bay  and  river  together.     Quoin  Island  at  the  same  time  bore 

S.  74"  E.  2  leagues.  The  western  part  of  Quoin  Island  is  steep 
cli£b,  and  by  sloping  down  gradually  to  its  eastem  side  it  presents 
the  fonn  of  a  quoin  when  seen  from  the  southward.  It  appeared 
to  be  not  more  than  a  mile  distant  from  the  main,  but  on  the 
north  side  of  the  point,  which  is  nearest  to  the  idand,  the  shore 
falls  back  to  a  much  greater  distance  into  a  large  bay,  which  we 
could  not  distinotly  see  round,  but  I  judge  there  is  no  shelter  in  it 
from  westerly  winds. 

Thero  are  two  distinct  projections  of  laaid  at  the  south  end  of 
the  supposed  Maria  Islands ;  the  outer  one  has  long  been  caUed 

Cape  Pillar. .  Cape  Rllar — most  probably  ttom  the  basaltic  pillars  or  colomns 
which  its  steep  cliffs  almost  everywhere  present.  The  extreme 
part  of  the  inner  projection  lays  W.  b.  S.  from  Cape  Pillar, 
and  by  our  run  their  distanoe  asunder  is  10  or  11  milea.  It  is 
equally  basaltic  with  the  cape,  and  has  several  single  columns, 
much  resembling  tall  chimnies^  at  the  extremity  of  the  points     I 

Cape  Raoiti.  have  called  it  Cape  Baaaltes.f  Thediffs  aro  very  high,  ste^  and 
romantic,  particularly  on  the  west  side  of  it  Between  the  two 
capes  the  land  falh  back  and  forms  a  deep  bay.    How  it  appeared 

*  DoubtloBS  Mount  Wellington. 

t  TMb  cape,  which  ninden  named  Oape  Bttaaltee,  i*  the  Cape  Raovl  of  D'EtatnoHteaaz. 
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to  me  will  be  best  seen  bj  the  sketch.  A  ship  that  was  taken  1790 
with  a  southerly  wind  between  these  capes,  and  unable  to  clear 
either,  need  not  yet  give  herself  up.  If  the  lump  of  land  in  the 
bay,  which  is  probably  an  island,  would  not  afford  shelter,  the  head 
of  the  bay  possibly  might,  and  it  may  perhaps  fumi^  a  good 
harbour.* 

The  wind  continued  to  blow  fresh  from  the  N.W.  when  we  passed 
the  high  steep  islandf  that  lays  at  a  small  distance  off  Cape  Pillar,  ^^° 
and  when  we  attempted  to  haul  up  to  the  northward  along  the 
coast,  the  flurries  of  wind  that  rushed  round  the  island  and  out 
from  between  it  and  the  cape  were  of  such  strength  as  to  make  us 
put  right  before  them  till  our  distance  was  such  that  they  mixed 
with  the  general  breeze  before  they  reached  us.  The  height  of  the 
island  is  nearly  the  same  as  that  of  Cape  Pillar^  and  it  is  equally 
steep  and  basaltic,  so  that  those  who  have  passed  it  at  a  consider- 
able distance  must  have  taken  it  for  the  cape.  There  are  several 
columns  upon  the  south  part  of  it  which  stands  single,  and  others 
that  are  in  clusters.  The  very  eastern  extreme  of  Cape  Pillar  is 
a  low  point  on  which  there  are  clusters  of  columns,  decreasing  in 
number  towards  the  top,  so  as  to  form  a  near  resemblance  to  a 
regular  constructed  tower,  but  this  will  not  be  visible  at  a  greater 
distance  than  3  or  4  miles,  the  top  of  it  not  being  so  high  as  the 
neighbouring  clifi&. 

From  the  extreme  of  Cape  Pillar  a  small  cliffy  island  opened  at 
N.  4°  E.,  and  the  first  point  of  the  coast  at  N.  7"  W.  about  5  miles.  ^^S  "* 
The  point  is  steep  itself,  and  has  some  high  craggy  rocks  laying  off 
it.  At  8  in  the  evening  the  island  off  Cape  Pillar  bore  S.  22**  W. 
about  8  miles,  and  the  small  island  N.  65°  W.  3  miles.  Some 
hummocks  of  land  bore  from  N.  3°  to  15"*  W.,  as  near  as  their 
indistinct  appearance  and  the  motion  of  the  sloop  would  allow  me 
to  set  them.  At  12  we  tacked  for  two  hours,  supposing  ourselves 
abreast  of  this  land. 

Friday,  4th. — At  4  in  the  morning,  when  it  became  light,  the  Appearance 
hummocks  appeared  to  form  two  island  of  moderate  height.    The  ^^^^®  ^^^^; 
extremes  bore  K  28'  and  N.  73°  W.  about  3  leagues,  and  the 
island  off  Cape  Pillar  S.  15°  W.     More  land  like  islands  was  also 
visible,  bearing  from  N.  4°  to  9°  west. 

We  tacked  and  stood  in  shore  for  the  two  islands,  between  9  and  Maria 
10  o'clock,  on  the  shifting  of  the  wind  to  N.  by  W,     It  brought  ^^*"^ 
thick  rainy  weather  with  it,  but  cleared  up  in  time  for  us  to 
observe  the  meridional  altitude  of  the  sun,  which  gave  42°  41'  37" 
south ;  the  northern  part  of  the  island  abreast  of  an  indented  head 
like  a  cock's  comb  bearing  N.  74°  W.,  the  south  end  S.  72°  W.  6 

*  1Mb  ooi^ectore  of  FUndera  ma  ooireet :  the  opening  lieC*i^oeo  theae  two  c«pw  is  now 
known  as  Port  Arthur, 
t  Tmmoma  Edand,  or  The  Piltaur. 
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1799  or  7  miles.  The  island,  which  appeared  to  lay  about  3  mUes  to  the 
southward  of  it,  I  could  not  get  bearings  of.  The  northernmost 
land,  which  makes  like  hummocks  and  broad-based  peaks,  bore  N. 
2%  and  then  to  13°  W. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  at  the  time  we  were  off  these  islands 
Oyster  Bay.  I  had  not  Mr.  Cox's  plan  of  Oyster  Bay  in  the  sloop,  or  did  I 
recollect  its  situation ;  but  by  our  latitude  this  day  at  nooo,  and  the 
relative  situation  of  Cape  Pillar,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  what 
appeared  to  us  to  be  two  islands  is  the  one  in  which  is  Oyster  Bay. 
The  Cockscomb  Head  is  his  Mistaken  Cape  ;  but  we  saw  nothing 
of  the  small  island  which  is  laid  down  off  it. 

The  greatest  part  of  this  afternoon  we  kept  beating  up  against 
a  fresh  westerly  wind.  At  7  o'clock  it  came  more  to  the  south- 
ward in  a  strong  squall,  accompanied  with  heavy  rain,  which,  how- 
ever, soon  blew  over,  and  was  succeeded  by  a  fine  night.  We 
^rthward  ^^©refore  made  all  sail  to  the  northward,  and  about  11  o'clock 
passed  the  northernmost  island  we  had  seen.  Mr.  Bass,  who  had 
the  watch,  judged  them  to  be  one  mile  and  a  half  apart.  These 
are  connected  with  the  line  of  the  main  coast  in  Mr.  Cox's  plan, 
and  by  the  soundings  marked  there  he  was  much  nearer  than  we 
were  in  the  sloop,  therefore  it  may  be  so,  but  there  was  no  appear- 
ance of  such  connexion,  or  did  we  suspect  it. 

Saturday,  5th. — At  6  a.m.  the  wind  became  light  and  variable 
from  the  west.  We  kept  making  nearly  a  north  course  till  noon, 
the  land  being  in  sight  at  4  or  5  leagues  distant.  The  observed 
latitude  was  then  41**  27"  32'  south,  being  27'  to  the  northward 
Jfthe  ni^  of  account.  There  was  land  like  islands  in  sight  to  the  south- 
ward, which  we  had  hitherto  taken  for  those  passed  last  night,  but 
the  latitude  shews  that  they  must  be  to  the  northward  of  those. 
Most  probably  they  were  the  northernmost  of  Schouten's  Islands. 
The  land  abreast  was  moderately  high,  of  irregular  ranges  of  toler- 
ably well-wooded  hills.  A  peak  near  the  shore  bore  S.  50*  W.  5 
or  6  leagues. 

A  head  wind.  Sunday,  6th. — ^Towards  evening  the  wind  freshened  from  the 
north-westward,  and  continued  till  late  next  morning.  At  noon 
the  observed  latitude  was  40**  45'  23",  the  longitude  149*  5' 
east.  The  wind  being  at  north,  we  stood  in  shore  till  9  in  the 
evening. 

Monday,  7th. — It  was  then  variable  till  next  noon,  with  thick 
misty  weather.  Our  observed  latitude  then  was  40*  24'  44"  south, 
and  the  high  laud  of  Cape  Barren  Island  made  an  indistinct 
appearance  through  the  haze  at  S.W.  b.  W.  ^  W.,  being  not 
more  than  5  or  6  miles  distant.  The  wind  was  easterly,  and 
Cape  Barrm  we  stood  along  the  north  side  of  Cape  Barron  Island,  intending 
"^  '         to  go  through  the  passage  between  it  and  the  largo  island  which 
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lays  to  the  northward,  and  from  thence  to  run  along  the  west      1799 
side  of  the  latter,  to  examine  the  unexplored  part  of  it      At  5 
o'clock  the  weather  was  something  clearer,   and   discovered  to 
us  a  line  of  breakers  about  2  miles  to  the  northward,  altho'  we 
could  not  find  the  bottom  with  17  fathoms.    In  an  hour  the  water 
became  discoloured,  and  we  struck  soundings  in  3  fathoms,  but 
thinking  it  might  be  only  a  bank,  we  stood  on  to  pass  round  the 
sloping  island  that  lays  in  the  channel.    The  water,  however,  kept  ShaUow 
gradually  shoaling,  and  more  breakers  appeared  farther  to  the  ^^^'' 
westward.     The  wind  was  right  aft,  and  the  sun  being  so  nearly 
down  that  we  should  have  but  little  time  to  turn  back,  even  if 
it  could  be  done  at  all,  we  continued  steering  before  the  light 
easterly  breeze,  hoping  that  there  would  be  water  enough  for  the 
sloop.     When  within  2  miles  of  the  sloping  island,  there  appeared 
to  be  almost  a  continued  line  of  breakers  from  the  north  part  of 
it,  in  a  circular  form,  round  to  those  we  had  first  seen,  and  the 
water  had  now  shoaled  to  9  feet.      Our  situation  at  this  time  i:^^^^ 
appeared  to  be  somewhat  critical — it  was  within  an  hour  of  being 
dark.     All  prospect  of  advancing  was  lost,  and  the  wind  directly 
opposed  our  retreat,  and  should  it  freshen,  which  was  not  improb- 
able, from  the  unsettled  state  of  the  weather,  there  could  be  but 
little  hopes  of  saving  the  sloop.     In  the  act  of  wearing  round  to  ^  v^' 
endeavour  to  beat  out,  the  wind  suddenly  died  away,  and  to  our  oiulnge  of 
surprise  sprang  up  from  the  opposite  quarter.     We  made  all  sail  ^°^* 
back  to  the  E.S.E.  immediately,  and  at  11  could  get  no  ground 
with  20  fathoms. 

Tuesday,  8th. — At  2  in  the  morning  we  bore  away  for  the 
islands*  which  lay  off  the  Patnarch  Hills,  the  wind  being  fresh 
from  the  S.S.E.,  and  at  6  hove  to  off  a  cove  in  the  noi-thernmost 
of  the  two  flat  islets,  where  there  was  good  landing.  These  two  B»tei  isles, 
islets  and  the  island  have  been  described  in  the  Journal  of  the 
schooner  Francis,  to  which  account  our  present  visit  has  not 
enabled  me  to  add  anything  worth  notice. 

We  steered  our  course  from  thence  for  the  two  islands  called, 
by  Captain  Fumeaux,  The  Sisters.  At  noon  the  outer  Sister  bore  The  Sliton, 
N.W.  distant  7  miles,  from  which  our  latitude  was  about  39°  43' 
south,  for  the  weather  was  too  hazy  to  get  an  observation.  A  little 
before  this  time  we  had  sounded  and  got  ground  with  12  fathoms 
upon  a  sandy  bottom,  the  beach  of  the  largest  of  Fumeaux's 
Islands  being  5  miles  distant.  From  the  Sisters  I  wished  to 
have  steered  a  true  north  course  to  the  latitude  39",  to  be  fully 
certain  whether  any  land  existed  in  that  situation,  but  the  wind 
being  very  strong  from  the  S.E'ward  we  kept  a  point  to  wind-  i 

ward.     At  8  o'clock  we  had  run  51  miles  from  noon,  without  seeing  oot  of  sight 
any  land.     The  weather,  however,  was  so  thick  that  it  might  have  ^  ^*^  i 

been  within  10  miles  of  our  track  and  yet  not  visible.     We  then  i 

*  Nftmed  by  FUnders  «  Bftbel  Islea."  ! 
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1790      steered  N.E.  b.  K.,  which  I  judged  to  be  folly  snfficienLt  to  ekar 
Cape  Howe. 

Wednesday,  Qth. — At  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  our  snr- 
The  prize,  the  land  appeared  through  the  thick  haze  at  N.E.  b.  £.,  and 

coast  lower  land  and  sandhills  from  thence  to  the  lee  beam,  not  more 

than  6  or  7  miles  distant.  We  hauled  up  as  close  to  the  wind 
as  possible  immediately,  and  set  as  much  sail  as  the  sloop  could 
possibly  bear.  From  the  appearance  of  the  land  we  judged  it  to 
be  about  the  Ram  Head,  but  our  log  did  not  give  so  far  to  the 
northward  by  20  miles.  At  10  the  thick  rainy  weather  hid  the 
land,  nor  did  we  see  it  till  Friday,  the  11th,  when  the  wind 
being  moderate,  and  the  haze  cleared  away,  we  saw  Hat  EEill  at  1 
o'clock,  and  next  morning  (Saturday,  12th)  made  the  harbour  of 
Port  Jackson,  and  laid  the  sloop  alongside  of  his  Majesty's  ship 
Eelianoe. 

The  voyage  being  now  completed,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  take 
some  farther  notice  of  the  straits,  which  was  the  principal  object 
of  it ;  and  it  ought  to  be  first  observed  that  his  Excellency  the 
Bass  stnit  €k>vemor  named  it  Bass's  8trait,  after  my  worthy  friend  and  com- 
Hunter.  panlou,  as  a  just  tribute  to  the  extreme  dangers  and  fatigues  be 
had  undergone  in  first  entering  it  in  the  whaleboat  The  south- 
westerly swell  which  rolled  in  upon  the  shores  of  Western  Port 
and  its  neighbourhood  suffictentiy  indicated  to  the  penetrating 
Bass  that  he  was  exposed  to  the  Southern  Indian  Ocean.  This 
opinion,  which  he  constantly  asserted,  was  the  principal  cause  of 
my  services  being  offered  to  the  Gk>vemor  to  ascertain  the  certainty 
of  it,  and  it  was  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  was  able  to  associate 
him  in  the  expedition. 

sctofthe  It  has  been  observed  that  the  tides  had  veiy  little  inlhinnce 

^^"'  upon  the  sloop  from  Isle  Waterhouse  till  we  came  to  Oireoiar 

Head.  Let  a  line  be  drawn  from  one  to  the  other,  and  it  will  be 
the  southern  extent  of  the  general  set  of  them.  Past  Wilson's 
Promontory  it  runs  with  great  strength  both  ways^  but  the  flood 
will  sweep  along  the  beach  from  Gape  Howe  and  leave  the  bights 
on  the  west  side  of  the  promontory  to  be  filled  up  by  eddies  and 
dead  water.  On  the  ebb  it  will  be  reversed,  and  iiiere  will  be 
little  or  no  tide  along  the  great  beach.  Comer  Inlet  will  be  left 
in  an  eddy  in  both  cases,  whence  the  time  of  high  water  is  an  hour 
later  there  than  at  Sealers'  Cove. 

Advantages  Let  US  also  take  a  short  view  of  ihe  advantages  which  the 
discovery,  discovery  of  tliis  strait  seems  to  present.  The  moat  prondnent 
one  is  that  of  expediting  the  passage  from  the  Gape  of  Gkiod  Hope 
to  Port  Jackson,  for,  altho'  a  line  drawn  bma  the  Gape  to  44**  sf 
south  latitude  and  to  the  longitude  of  the  South  Gape  of  Van 
Diemen's  Land  will  not  sensibly  difhr  from  one  dnnni  to  the 
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latitude  of  40**  to  the  same  longitude,  yet  it  will  be  allowed  that  a  1790 
ship  will  be  4*  nearer  to  Port  Jackson  in  the  latter  situation  than 
in  the  former.  But  there  is,  perhaps,  a  greater  advantage  to  be 
gained  by  making  a  passage  through  the  strait  than  the  mere 
saving  of  4''  of  latitude  along  the  coast.  The  major  part  of  those 
ships  that  have  arrived  at  Port  Jackson  have  met  with  N.E.  winds  Prevailing 
on  opening  the  sea  round  the  South  Cape  and  Gape  Pillar,  and  ^  ^ 
have  been  so  much  retarded  by  tbem  that  a  fourteen  days'  passage 
from  thence  to  Port  Jackson  is  reckoned  to  be  a  fair  one,  altho' 
the  difference  of  latitude  is  but  10*";  and  the  most  prevailing  ones 
at  the  latter  place  are  from  S.E.  to  south  in  summer,  and  from 
W.S.W.  to  south  in  winter.  If  by  going  through  Bass's  Strait 
these  N.E.  winds  can  be  avoided,  which  in  many  instances  will 
most  probably  be  the  case,  there  is  no  doubt  but  a  week  or 
more  will  be  gained  by  it ;  and  the  expence — the  wear  and  tear 
of  a  ship — for  even  one  week  is  an  object  to  most  owners,  moi*e 
especially  if  freighted  with  convicts. 

Bass's  Strait  also  presents  another  advantage.     From  the  N.E.  a  second 
and  easterly  winds  having  been  so  often  found  to  prevail  off  the  "*^*"**«f** 
South  Cape  many  suppose  that  a  passage  may  be  made  from  thence 
to  the  westward,  either  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  or  to  India, 
but  the  fear  of  the  great  unknown  bight  between  the  South  Cape 
and  the  S.W.  Cape  of  Lewen's  Land,  laying  in  about  35"  south 
and  113"  east,  has  hitherto  prevented  the  trial  from  being  made. 
Now,  the  strait  takes  away  a  part  of  this  danger  by  presenting  Track  to  the 
a  certain  place  of  retreat  should  a  gale  oppose  itself  to  the  ship  in  um&!^ 
the  first  part  of  the  essay ;  and  should  the  wind  come  at  S.W. 
she  would  fear  making  a  good  stretch  to  the  W.N.W.,  which 
course,  if  made  good,  is  within  a  few  degrees  of  going  clear  of  all. 
There  is,  besides.  King  Qeorge  the  3rd  Sound,  discovered  by  Captn. 
Vancouver,  situate  in  the  latitude  of  35**  3'  south  and  longitude 
118°  12'  east ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  few  years  will  disclose 
to  us  many  others  on  the  coast,  as  well  as  the  verification  or  futility 
of  the  conjecture  that  a  still  larger  than  Bass's  Strait  dismembers 
New  Holland. 

To  those  who  shall  first  pass  through  Bass's  Strait  it  may  be  The  strait 
necessary  to  observe  that  the  central  and  western  parts  of  the  ^^jj^w 
strait  are  still  unexplored,  and  that  it  is  probable  several  islands  explored, 
yet  unseen  lay  there,  for  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  none  exist  in 
all  situations  where  none  are  marked ;  it  is  sufiicient  that  none 
exist  near  the  tracks,  and  that  those  which  are  laid  down  shall  be 
found  in  the  places  they  are  marked  on.     Therefore,  after  seeing 
Albatross  or  Three  Hummock  Island — one  or  both  of  which  every 
captain  of  a  ship  would,  of  course,  make,  unless  with  strong  northerly 
winds — it  would  be  imprudent  to  run  in  the  night  to  the  eastward 
of  Fumeaux's  Islands. 
VOIm  in —  P 
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EXPLORATION  OF  THE  INTERIOR.  1798 

Amokqbt  the  colleetion  of  pspere  known  t«  tlie  ^^  Brabonme  Hunter 
Papers/'  originally  in  the  possession  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks^  joumaiB  to 
a  letter  occurs  from  ex-GoTemor  Hunter  to  Sir  Joseph 
Banks,  under  date  29th  July^  1801^  f orwardiiig  the  journals 
kept  hj  a  young  man  who  on  two  occasions  had  been  s^it 
(with  others)  to  explore  the  country  west  of  the  mountain 
range.     The  following  is  the  text  of  Hunter's  letter : — 

No.  17,  Nottingham-place, 
Dear  Sir,  29th  July,  1801. 

I  bave  searched  for  and  found  the  account  of  the  journeys  Journait) 
which  were  made  into  the  interior  of  New  South  Wales  by  my  ja^fnter-e 
direction,  and  I  have  considered  it  better  for  enabling  you  to  form  order, 
your  own  judgment  to  send  you  the  journals  which  I  had  directed 
might  be  kept  and  marked  daily  in  the  language  of  those  who 
kept  them.     I  wish  I  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  had 
officers  in  the  colony  who  would  have  volunteered  such  excursion, 
but  sorry  I  am  to  say  that  too  many  of  them  were  employed  in  a 
way  less  to  the  advantage  of  the  public  service.     Old  as  I  am,  I 
VTBS  then  both  able  and  willing  to  make  such  journey,  but  I  was 
too  much  annoyed  with  various  matters  of  less  real  importance 
than  such  jouraeysy  and  the  information  they  might  have  afforded 
were ;  yet,  had  I  continued  for  a  jear  or  two  longer,  I  was  deter-  Exploration 
mined  to  have  attempted  ifc  at  all  risque.  .  Hmfter. 

You  wiU  discover  that  the  course  or  direction  by  compas  ia 
marked  on  the  beginning  of  each  day,  and  the  miles  travelled 
during  the  jay  at  the  end.  Altho'  we  may  suppose  both  to  be  a 
little  incorrect,*  we  are,  notwithstanding,  able  to  discover  that  they 
have  been  more  than  100  mUes  to  the  S.W.  or  S*W.  b,  W.,  even 
if  we  deduct  \  from  the  distance. 

Yours  faithfully,  &c,f 
Sir  J.  Banks,  K.B.  Jko.  Hunter. 

*  HuBtor  WW  right  in  this  conjecture ;  it  is  Almost  impossible  on  nny  other  sopporition  to 
foUew  Uieir  moyements.  ... 
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1796 


Sir  Joseph 
Banks  to 
k«ep  the 
JoarnalF. 


CoUuii's 
account. 


Apparently,  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  after  perusing  the  journals, 
returned  them  to  Hunter ;  for  attached  to  the  above  letter 
is  the  following  memorandum  in  Hunter's  handwriting : — 

17,  Nottingham-plaoe,  2l8t  August,  1801. 

Captain  Hunter  presents  his  respectfull  compliments  to  Sir  Ja 
Banks,  and  returns  the  journal  which  he  meant  Sir  Joseph  should 
keep.  The  only  way  by  which  the  truth  of  the  remarks  it  con- 
tains can  be  ascertained  will  be  by  an  examination  of  one  of  the 
journalists  who  is  now  with  Capt  Hunter,  and  shall  be  sent  to 
Sir  Joseph  at  any  time  he  will  appoint.  This  young  man  went 
out  with  Capt.  H.  a  boy,  and  one  of  his  servants.  As  he  grew 
up  in  that  country  and  became  pleased  with  traveling  thro'  the 
woods,  he  solicited  permission  to  go  upon  the  excursion  then 
intended,  and  as  he  could  write,  he  was  instructed  to  enter  in  a 
paper  the  observations  which  their  journey  might  suggests  He  is 
an  intelligent  lad. 

Collins  (vol.  ii,  pp.  87-91)  gives  a  compressed  account  of 
the  first  journey ;  but  the  exact  words  of  one  of  the  orig- 
inal travellers,  written,  according  to  Hunter,  at  the  time 
and  apparently  on  the  spot,  are  deemed  to  have  sufficient 
value,  to  those  who  desire  to  trace  the  expansion  of  the 
settlement,  to  warrant  their  publication. 


JOURNEY  INTO  THE  INTERIOR  OF  THE  COUNTRY 
NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

Mount  January  24th,  1 798.— Course,  S.S. W.     Left  Mount  Hunter  for 

theN^p«aii.  ahout  12  miles,  till  we  fell  in  with  the  Nepean  River,  where  the 
racks  run  so  steep  it  was  with  great  difficulty  we  crost  them ; 
the  rest  of  the  ground  run  very  sci*ubby.  We  saw  nothing  strange 
except  a  few  rock  kangaroos  with  long  black  brush  tails,  and  two 
pheasants,  which  we  could  not  get  a  shot  at.  Distance,  18  miles. 
•  January  25th.— Course,  S.S.W.  The  country  runs  very  open  ; 
good  black  soil.  We  saw  a  great  many  kangaroos  and  emews,  and 
we  fell  in  with  a  party  of  natives  which  gave  a  very  good  account 
of  the  place  we  were  in  search  of  ;*  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
corn  and  potatoes,  and  that  the  people  were  very  friendly.     We 

*  Xote  in  the  handwriUnff  qf  Oovemor  Hunter  .'—This  (rood  account,  which  th^  say 
the  natives  gave  them  of  the  place  they  were  in  search  of«  aUudes  to  a  report  whidi  some 
artful  villain  in  the  colony  had  propagated  amonij^t  the  Irish  oonvicta  lately  arrived,  "That 
there  was  s  colony  of  white  people  at  no  very  great  distance  in  the  hack  country— ISO  or 
'200  miles— where  there  was  abundance  of  everj-  sort  of  provision  without  the  neoesa^  of  so 
much  labour.  The  igfnorance  of  those  Irishmen  enduced  sevecal  to  make  an  attempt  to 
reach  this  Paradise,  and  the  oonsemience  was  that  they  perished  in  the  woods,  not  bonfr 
capable  of  finding  their  way  back.  This  circumstance  was  fully  related  by  me  in  a  letter  to 
the  D.  of  Portland."    See  Hunter  to  Portland,  15th  February,  179a— Ante,  ppu  WO,  96L 
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hearkened  to  their  advice ;  we  altered  our  course  according  to  1798 
their  directions.  One  of  them  promised  that  he  would  take  us  to 
a  party  of  natives  which  had  been  there ;  but  he  not  coming  accord- 
ing to  his  promise,  wo  proceeded  on  our  journey  as  he  had  directed 
us.  In  the  course  of  this  day  we  found  a  great  deal  of  salt. 
Distance,  6  miles. 

January  26th. — Course,  W.S.W.     The  ground  run  very  rockey  Rough 
and  brushey,  so  that  we  could  scarce  pass.     We  crossed  one  small  <^°""^'.^'' 
river,  the  banks  of  which  were  so  rockey  and  steep  that  we  coald 
scarce  pass  it.     We  saw  no  signs  of  any  natives  about  it,  but  we 
saw  several  sorts  of  dung  of  dilierent  animals,  one  of  which  Wilson 
called  a  whom-batt,  which  is  an  animal  about  20  inches  high,  with 
short  legs  and  a  thick  body  forwards,  with  a  large  head,  round  ears, 
and  very  small  eyes ;  is  very  fat,  and  has  much  the  appearance 
of  a  badger.      There  is  another  animal  which  the  natives  call  a  Animals 
cnllawine,  which  much  resembles  the  stoths  in  America.     Here  I  •"^  ^^"*** 
shot  a  bird  about  the  size  of  a  pheasant,  but  the  tail  of  it  very 
much  resembles  a  peacock,  with  two  large  long  feathers,  which 
are  white,  orange,  and  lead  colour,  and  black  at  the  ends ;  its 
body  betwixt  a  brown  and  green ;  brown  under  his  neck  and 
black  upon  his  head  ;  black  legs  and  very  long  claws.      Distance, 
16  miles. 

January  27th. — Course,  W.S.W.     The  ground  still  runs  very 
rcckey  and  scrubby  for  about  6  miles,  then  we  came  to  a  fine  open 
country,  but  very  mountanious  ;  we  crosst  one  small  river,  where 
we  saw  plenty  of  coal  and  limestone,  and  the  banks  of  the  liver  OoaUnd 
on  the  other  side  runs  very  steep,  and  a  very  high  mountain,  and  "™<**<>"^- 
within  about  2  miles  of  the  top  runs  very  scrubby,  intermixed 
with  many  vines,  and  particularly  at  the  very  top ;  and  on  the 
other  side  we  saw  a  very  fine  meadow  flat  country,  with  many  Fine 
kangaroos  and  emews.     The  timber  runs  very  thick  and  short,  and  ^^to^ 
scarce  ten  trees  on  an  acre.     Distance,  16  miles. 

January  28th. — Course,  W.S.W.    The  land  runs  much  the  same, 
the  timber  thin,  with  a  good  many  stringey-bark  trees;  and  a  little 
further   we  saw  a  number  of  meadows  and  100  acres  of  land 
without  a  tree  upon  it.    Here  we  saw  a  party  of  natives.    Wilson  Natives. 
run  and  caught  one  of  them,  a  girl,  thinking  to  learn  something 
from  them,  but  her  language  was  so  different  from  that  one  which 
we  had  with  us  that  we  could  not  understand  her.     We  kept  her 
all  night,  but  she  cried  and  fretted  so  much  that  the  next  morning 
we  gave  her  a  tomahawk  and  sent  her  to  the  rest  of  the  natives, 
which  were  covered  with  large  ekins,  which  reached  down  to  their 
heels.     Here  we  came  to  the  top  of  a  fine  hill  in  the  middle  of 
the  day,  and  took  a  view  of  the  country.     We  saw  nothing  very  Appearance 
promising.     The  land  seemed  open ;  few  trees.     We  saw  to  the  ^untrj-. 
southward  a  few  high  mountains,  but  good  land  towards  them. 
To  the  westward  we  saw  a  brook  down  the  country,  which  we 
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BuppoBed  to  be  ft  river,  whidi  aeemed  to  nm  N.W.  from  8.E.  The 
land  seemed  very  high  to  the  eon^WBrd,  bat  still  mn  opeaa.  oonnkrj. 
Distftnoe,  20  miles. 

January  2^b. — Course,  W.8.W.  We  steered  cwr  eonnse  lor 
about  4  miles,  but  the  oountiy  did  not  turn  out  to  our  ezpectatioc, 
for  we  here  fell  in  with  the  heads  of  creeks  whudi  seemed  to  nm 
towards  the  river  which  we  saw  bom  the  hill  befove  meHtkned. 
The  ground  run  rockey  and  scrubby,  and  we  saw  £alls  of  wster  in 
the  heads  of  the  creek»-— one  about  40  feet  high,  and  two  more 
about  20  feet  high.  Here  we  altered  our  course  to  the  north  for 
about  1 2  miles,  thinking  to  cut  off  the  heads  of  the  creeks,  but  we 
fell  in  with  more,  so  we  caone  to  the  re8<^utkm  of  steering  onr 
former  course,  W.S.W.,  but  finding  the  country  to  ran  rackey  and 
scrubby.  Here  we  saw  another  sort  of  timber;  the  leaves  are 
ligliter  than  a  powder  blue  ;  the  tree  is  low,  much  like  «n  i^le- 
tree,  the  bark  much  like  a  mahogany.  We  here  saw  in  the  creeks 
many  pheasants  and  rode  kangaroos,  likewise  dimg  of  animals  as 
large  as  honse<lnng,  but  could  not  see  any  of  them.  We  had 
nothing  to  eat  for  two  days  bat  one  rat  about  the  size  of  a  Eomall 
kitten.  I  myself  was  very  sick,  and  wished  myself  at  home  again; 
the  other  man  was  sick  like  me,  for  he  had  hurt  his  leg  and  was 
not  able  to  walk.    Wilson  was  well  and  hearty.    Distance,  24  ndies. 

January  30th. — Course,  W.  8.  W.  The  country  still  rockey  and 
scrubby.  We  fell  in  with  the  head  of  a  river  very  near  as  large 
as  the  Hawkesbury  River,  which  seemed  to  run  from  l^.W.  to 
S.E."*^  The  banks  were  so  steep  we  could  not  get  down  Uiem.  The 
other  side  seemed  open,  but  the  banks  very  steep.  Wilson  pro- 
posed making  a  canoe;  but  the  other  man  and  myself  were  so 
faint  and  tired,  having  nothing  to  eat  but  two  small  birds  eadi, 
we  were  afraid  to  venture  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  for  fear 
we  should  not  be  able  to  procure  anything  to  subsist  on :  likewise 
our  shoes  was  gone  and  our  fiset  were  very  much  bruised  with  the 
rocks,  so  that  we  asked  Wilson  to  return.     Distance,  16  miles. 

February  1st. — Course,  S.E.  b.  E.  About  7  miles  walk  we  fell 
in  with  many  meadows,  with  scarce  any  trees  upon  them  for  near 
200  acres  together ;  the  hills  also  very  thin  of  timber  and  very 
light ;  the  ground  good,  except  on  the  tops  of  the  hiUs,  which  was 
stoney.  We  were  veiy  weak ;  we  coald  not  get  anything  to  eat 
but  a  few  small  birds.  We  fell  in  with  two  birds  which  Wikon 
said  he  had  never  seen  before  in  the  country,  and  we  was  fortunate 
enough  to  shoot  the  cock  and  hen  in  one  of  the  meadowB.  They 
appear  to  be  something  like  a  cockatoo,  intermixed  with  a  greeny 
white,  and  lead  colour,  the  cook  with  a  scarlet  head.  Distanoe» 
20  miles. 

February  2nd. — Course,  KN.E.  The  country  still  runs  very 
fine ;  full  of  large  meadows  and  some  thousands  of  acres  of  land 
without  any  timber  upon  it^  except  here  and  there  one  tree,  and 

*  Collint  (voL  it,  p.  00)  states  that  this  river  appeared  to  run  from  S.E.  to  N.W. 


EXPLOBATICW  OF  TH£  IN7BBX0&.  823 

some  very  large  Lkkes  of  water  acnae  3  uiiles  long,  hnA  saw  no      me 
birds  of  any  kind  ftbovrt  tbem.     This  day  we  kad  a  vi«w  freou  a  vuw  from  a 
high  hill,  which  made  us  better  judges  of  the  comitry,  which  was  ^^arb  hui. 
roekey  and  scrubby ;  'twas  elear  and  open  land  from  S.  to  8.  W. 
The  land  appeared  high  and  good,  and  to  the  8.W.  we  saw  two 
large  ridges  of  laonntains,  with  two  heads  with  the  appearance  of 
the  entannoe  of  a  riyer  b«twe«i  them,  which  we  supposed  to  be 
the  seacoast.      Here  we  foctnd  that  the  country  whibh  appeared 
low  a&d  dark  was  that  whudi  is  rookey  and  scrubby, and  that  which 
appeared  light  and  hilly  is  the  most  easy  to  travel  in,  being  the 
forest.     We  saw  to  the  northward  and  westward  many  hflls  of 
those  which  appeared  roekey,  but  to  all  appearance  more  open 
to  the  northward.    In  the  latter  part  of  the  day,  after  we  had  got 
over  the  first  ridge  of  mountains,  we  fell  in  with  a  vast  number 
of  kangaroos.     Here  we  were  fortunate  again,  for  Wilson  killed  Kangarooe. 
one  of  them,  which  was  a  great  refreshment  to  us.     The  next 
morning,  about  sunrise,  I  myself  heard  two  guns  fire,  which 
sounded  to  the  S.£.     I  was  not  certain  that  it  was  a  gun  untill 
Wilson  said,  "Do  you  hear  that  gun  fire  f '     I  said  I  did.     I  then 
took  up  my  gun  and  fired  i^gain,  but  we  could  get  no  answer, 
altho'  we  fired  five  different  times.    We  here  come  to  a  resolution 
of  returning,  for  Wilson  here  came  to  a  part  of  the  country  which  The  return. 
he  knew,  and  a  very  barren  one,  for  we  couki  not  get  anything  to 
eat  but  a  few  roots  and  grubbs,  and  they  very  scarce.     Indeed,  I 
thought  that  we  must  all  have  perished  with  hunger,  which  cer- 
tainly would  have  been  the  case  had  it  not  been  for  the  indefat- 
igable seal  of  Wilson  to  supply  us  with  as  much  as  would  support 
life ;  for  we  travelled  six  days  successively  over  hills  and  vallies 
full  of  rocks,  and  no  appearance  of  any  animals  or  birds  of  any 
size,  so  that  we  had  no  hopes  of  ever  reaching  back  again,  being 
so  weak  that  Roe  and  myself  were  scarce  able  to  travel ;  but  on  scarcely 
the  sixth  day  we  got  tlirough  the  rocks,  and  made  the  forest  land  ^^^^ 
about  10  miles  from  Prospect,  which  very  much  enlivened  our 
spirits,  for  we  were  all  but  starved,  and  were  obliged  to  cut  up  all 
our  cloathing  to  cover  our  feet,  which  was  cut  with  the  rocks. 
Enlivened  as  we  were  at  getting  good  ground  to  travel  on,,  and 
being  dheered  up  by  Wilscn,  who  said  we  should  soon  make  Pros-  Arrive  at 
pect^  we  then  proceeded  on  our  journey  with  all  the  ^rit  and  ^''^p*^ 
strength  we  were  master  of,  and  to  our  great  joy  we  reached  1^ 
desir^  place  a  little  before  sundown.     Distance,  16  miles. 


JOURNAL  OF  A  SECOND  JOURNEY. 
Friday,  March  9th,  1798.— Course,  S.S.W.    Left  Prospect  Hill  Depart  from 
and  took  the  above  course.     'Nothing  particular  transpired  this  ^'^^^^' 
day.     We  travelled  till  dark,  uid  stopped  all  night  <m  the  r%md. 
Distance,  16  miles. 
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SaturdAjy  10th. — Course,  S.S.W.  Continued  our  journey,  and 
made  Nepean  River  about  9  o'clock,  where  we  found  a  great 
fresh  in  the  river,  which  took  us  best  part  of  the  day  to  get  our 
things  over.  We  left  the  river  4  o'clock,  steered  a  little  farther, 
and  stopped  all  night.     Distance,  4  miles. 

Sunday,  11th. — Course,  S.W.  b.  S.  We  steered  the  above 
coarse  12  miles,  when  we  fell  in  with  the  cattle,  in  a  fine  open 
country,  having  a  pleasant  sight  of  them.  We  counted  170,  but 
was  not  able  to  make  out  how  many  calves.  Wilson  tJien  altered 
his  course  to  S.  b.  W.,  and  walked  about  a  mile,  and  feU  in  with 
the  Nepean  River  ;  but  finding  so  much  fresh  in  the  river,  it  was 
impossible  for  us  to  get  over  our  things  that  night.  Distance, 
13  miles. 

Monday,  12th. — Course,  S.8.W.  Hacking  and  Wilson  swam 
over  the  river  with  their  cloathes  on  the  top  of  their  heads  to 
find  the  salt,  and  left  me  to  take  care  of  the  provisions;  walked 
about  5  miles,  and  fell  in  with  the  river  again,  and  was  obliged  to 
swim  over  again,  and  then  fell  in  with  the  salt-  There  is  salt 
rock  in  great  abundance,  but  it  is  intire  mixed  with  a  little  sand. 
The  vein  of  salt  is  about  8  foot  thick.  We  were  determined  to 
come  down  the  west  side  of  the  river  again  to  Collins.  In  walk- 
ing about  a  mile  N.W.  we  fell  in  with  another  branch  that  came 
into  the  Nepean,  where  we  found  a  much  larger  vein  of  salt 
The  vein  was  about  12  feet  deep.  The  rocks  of  this  river  and 
the  branch  above  mentioned  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  per- 
pendicular. We  fell  in  with  three  more  deep  clefts,  which  having 
reason  to  believe  they  run  a  great  way  to  the  westward,  it  was 
about  5  o'clock  when  we  came  back  to  Collins. 

Tuesday,  13th.-.Course,  S.W.  We  had  not  walked  above  4 
or  5  miles  before  we  fell  in  with  a  large  creek  that  was  im- 
possible for  any  one  to  get  over  with  a  load  at  their  back.  Wilson 
informed  us  that  there  was  many  more,  so  we  concluded  that  it 
was  of  no  use  for  us  to  go  any  farther  to  the  S.W.,  for  we  could 
not  get  much  farther  than  where  Wilson  had  been  before,  so  we 
agreed  to  overall  these  dry  creeka  Wilson  and  Hacking  went ; 
they  left  me  to  take  care  of  the  provisions.  Wilson  went  up  the 
creek  and  Hacking  down,  and  $liscovered  a  much  finer  vaine  of 
salt  than  he  had  seen  before.  Wilson  saw  nothing  particular 
but  one  short  rock  kangaroo.  Came  back  to  Collins  and  stopped 
all  night. 

Wednesday,  1 4th. — Course,  E.  Having  plenty  of  provisions,  Wil- 
son concluded  to  go  to  the  eastward  to  see  if  he  could  get  some  skins 
of  birds  and  animala  Collins  went  with  him  to  keep  him  company. 
Hacking  leaveing  us  to  return  to  Sydney.  Wilson  asked  me  if  I 
was  wiUing  to  go  to  the  S.W.  part  t>f  the  country  for  nine  or  ten 
daya  I  told  him  I  was  willing  to  go  to  any  part  he  thought 
proper.     Then  we  altered  our  course  and  steered  S.W.     We  had 
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a  fine  open  country  for  7  or  8  miles.  We  saw  the  dung  and  marks  1793 
of  the  cattle's  feet  aU  the  way  till  we  came  to  a  rockey  creek,  then 
we  had  a  nasty,  scrubby,  stoney  country  for  the  remainder  of  that 
day.  We  crosst  three  deep  vedlies,  with  large  ponds  of  water  in 
each  of  the  vallies.  We  also  crosst  one  deep  gully ;  we  then  came 
to  for  the  night.     Distance,  13  milea 

Thursday,  15th. — Course,  S.W.    We  continued  our  course  with 
very  bad  travelling,  for  the  mountains  was  so  steep  we  could  steep 
scarcely  pass.     We  crosst  three  deep  gullies  and  one  run  of  water,  ™<>""*'^*n'« 
where  we  stopped  all  that  night.     Distance,  12  miles. 

Friday,  16  th. — Course,  S.W.  Kept  the  same  course,  the  travel- 
ling much  the  same  as  yesterday ;  of  the  two  this  day's  is  the 
woi'se.  In  the  course  of  our  journey  Wilson  saw  some  salt. 
Distance,  10  miles. 

Saturday,  1 7th. — Course,  S.W.  Still  the  same  course.  We  saw 
an  exceeding  high  mountain.  We  agreed  to  go  to  it,  for  Wilson 
told  me  that  it  was  the  highest  mountain  in  all  the  country.  In 
going  to  it  we  crossed  a  small  river  running  through  the  moun-  Crom  a 
tains,  bearing  N.N.W.  to  S.S.E.  The  day  being  so  far  advanced,  '"''"  "'"' 
we  could  not  get  up  and  down  while  daylight,  so  we  stopped  under 
the  hill  till  morning.  The  groiud  is  covered  with  limestone  and 
a  kind  of  a  marble  stone.  We  gathered  some  of  them,  which  we 
put  in  our  bags.     Distance,  7  miles. 

Sunday,  18th. — We  got  at  the  top  of  this  high  mountain,  which 
I  believe  to  be  the  largest  hill  in  the  country.     Here  we  had  an 
excellent  view  of  the  whole  mountain.     We  took  a  view  to  the  view  from  a 
N.  and  N.W.,  which  is  nothing  but  exceeding  high  mountains  on  ™^y"***" 
a  rise  one  above  another,  so  that  the  clouds  is  lost.     We  likewise 
saw  a  river  bearing  N.N.R  and  S.S.W.     Wilson  told  me  that 
this  river  runs  into  Tenche's  or  Nepean  River,  for  he  was  well 
acquainted  with  it.     We  saw  that  the  river  that  we  had  crosst 
before  came  into  it,  and  discovered  a  brook  which  runs  through 
the  mountains.     I  supposed  it  to  be  a  river,  so  I  asked  Wilson 
if  it  was  a  river  or  not ;  he  told  me  that  he  was  certain  that 
it  is   the  river  that  runs  clean  through  the  mountains  to  the 
Hawkesbury.     The  land  to  the  N.E.  looks  to  be  a  level  country.  Appearance 
for  we  could  hardly  discover  Mount  Hunter  or  any  other  hill  TOuntrj'. 
towards  home,  but  to  the  £.  we  saw  a  sci-ubby  rockey  country  full 
of  deep  gullies ;  to  the  S.E.  much  the  same.     We  saw  a  large  gap 
about  S.S.E. ;  we  supposed  that  there  was  a  river  which  runs  into 
the  sea,  but  to  the  S.  the  country  is  very  mountainious,  but  fine 
green  hills ;  some  of  them  are  brushey  and  full  of  vines,  with  good 
black  soil.     We  likewise  saw  to  the  W.  and  S.W.  that  the  country 
seems  to  be  level  and  a  good  one ;  then  we  came  off  the  hOl  to 
refresh  ourselves  and  to  proceed  on  our  journey.     It  was  about  2 
in  the  day  when  we  left  this  hill ;  we  named  it  Mount  Wilson,  ^ount 
After  our  refreshment  we  steered  our  ^course  S.W.,  and  crossed 
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eome  swftntpe^r  roeaekiws  and  two  fine  grass  aeftdoips  "with  «eHve  a 
tree  upontkem  ;  eame  to  for  the  nigkt.     DisteiMey  8  miles. 

Mondaj,  19th. — As  soon  as  it  was  daylight  we  counted  our 
biscuits  and  found  we  had  thirty  apiece ;  we  allotted  that  two 
biscuits  should  be  our  day's  allowance ;  we  then  started  aa  our 
journey.  We  had  not  walked  above  4  or  5  miles  S.W.  oourse 
before  we  fell  in  with  a  large  creek  where  was  many  more.  Here 
altered  our  course  to  8.  to  head  the  creeks.  Walked  abo«t  9 
miles,  when  we  fell  in  with  a  fine  run  of  water.  Here  we  saw  a 
great  many  ducks,  but  did  not  like  to  waste  our  powder  and  shot 
abont  them.  Wilson  saw  a  large  green,  yellow,  and  black  snake ; 
he  directly  run  and  caught  it  by  the  head,  which  made  us  an 
excellent  dinner.  We  saw  an  exceeding  high  hill  about  5  miles 
from  us ;  we  concluded  to  go  and  see  how  the  country  seemed  to 
look  towards  the  S.W.  This  hill  bore  S.E.  b.  S.  from  us.  We 
walked  about  a  mile  when  we  came  into  a  most  bean  Idf  nil  country, 
being  nothing  but  fine  large  meadows  with  ponds  of  water  in  them ; 
fine  green  hills,  but  %ery  thin  of  timber.  We  got  to  the  top  of 
this  hill,  where  we  had  a  most  delightfull  prospect  of  the  country, 
and  in  my  opinion  one  of  the  finest  in  the  known  world.  It  oa^ 
tainly  must  be  a  pleasure  to  any  man  to  view  so  fine  a  country. 
We  found  by  altering  our  bourse  as  we  did  that  we  had  misst  all 
the  creeks  that  we  met  with  when  we  was  going  our  S.W.  oourse. 
We  likewise  saw  to  the  S'd  a  moat  beautifull  country,  more 
particular  to  the  S.E.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  lay  it  down  fine 
enough.  To  the  K  it  is  mountainious,  but  fine  green  hills  to  the 
northward.  We  saw  the  mountains  and  Mount  Wilson,  for  we 
brought  it  to  bear  due  N.  from  ua  We  likewise  saw  to  the  W'd 
and  S.W.  a  good  level  and  low  country;  we  perceived  the  river 
that  Wilson  and  Pi-ice  was  at  before,  and  all  the  creeks  that  we 
met  with  run  into  the  river.  Being  satisfied  from  our  view  from 
off  the  hills,  we  gave  it  the  name  of  Mount  Pleasant,  leaving  it  to 
your  Excellency  to  name  it  as  you  think  most  proper.  We  fell 
in  with  the  kangaroos,  but  could  not  get  a  shot  at  them,  ao  we 
took  our  lodging  for  that  night.     XHstanoe,  18  miles. 

Tuesday,  20th. — Course,  S.W.  We  had  a  fiine  open  meadow 
country  with  fine  green  hills,  but  the  forest  ground  is  not  so  good 
as  I  could  wish  it  to  be,  for  the  soil  is  a  ruddy-yellow  look  and 
brushey.  We  have  not  seen  a  native  since  we  left  Sydney.  We 
saw  numbers  of  kaugaroos,  but  never  was  so  fortunate  as  to 
get  a  shot  at  any  of  them.  We  fell  in  with  some  creeks ;  they  all 
seem  to  run  to  the  river  that  Wilson  was  at  before.  Game  to  for 
the  night.     Distance,  22  miks. 

Wednesday,  21st. — Oourse^  S.W.  Continued  our  course  for 
about  2  or  3  miles,  when  we  came  into  a  scrubby,  barren,  tkcxney 
countoy,  but  good  walking.      Wilson  shot  a  woodcock.     The 
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gromid  kfltiil  barren  and  wrnhhy  dniing  our  day's  jmtmey.     I>i6-      HfflS 
tanee,  20  mileB. 

Thursday,  22iid. — Course,  S.W.,  the  same  course  as  yesterday. 
Met  with  many  creeks ;  seemed  to  runfrom  the  S.E.  down  towards 
the  Wd.  Wilson  shot  a  pheasant  in  one  of  the  creeks.  Here  wc 
had  some  rain.  Saw  some  hi^  hills.  We  agreed  to  go  to  the  top 
of  the  highest  we  could  see,  for  we  were  resolved  to  get  farther  to 
the  S.W.  if  it  was  possible.  We  concluded  to  bring  to  for  the 
night.     Distance,  11  miles. 

Friday,  23rd. — Course,  S. W.  Came  to  the  top  of  a  high  hill  on  a  high  hiii. 
purpose  to  see  how  the  country  looked  towards  the  S.W.,  and 
found  it  to  be  a  stoney,  barren  country.  Saw  some  mountains 
about  1 1  miles  from  us.  We  came  to  them  and  got  up  one  of  them, 
to  satisfie  ourselves  with  a  view  to  get  further  into  the  country, 
if  a  good  one.  We  found  to  the  S. W.  that  it  was  a  scrubby,  hilly 
country,  and  nothing  to  be  got,  so  we  concluded  to  return  back, 
for  fear  that  we  should  not  have  biscuits  enough  to  bring  us  back, 
for  if  we  could  have  got  anything  to  eat  we  should  not  have 
returned  towards  home  yet  awhile,  having  had  no  signs  of  a 
kangaroo  for  three  days,  and  we  really  believe  that  there  never 
was  a  native  in  this  part  of  the  country.  We  saw  from  the 
mountain  a  river  that  seemed  to  run  away  to  the  W'd ;  steered  A  river. 
our  course  N.  to  get  to  it.  We  found  it  to  be  about  the  size  of 
the  Nepean  River,  with  a  great  run  of  water.  Found  that  all  the 
creeks  that  we  met  with  before  comes  into  it.  To  tdie  southward 
it  runs  to  an  open  country  at  a.  great  distance.  The  tops  of  the 
hills  looks  to  be  very  thin  of  timber.  Here  we  had  muoh  rain. 
Came  to  for  the  night.     Distance,  14  miles. 

Saturday,  24th. — Course,  N.E.    We  did  not  see  any  better  way  The  return. 
back.     Wilson  shot  a  rock  kangaroo,  so  we  saved  a  day's  allowance 
of  biscuits.     Very  dull  and  rainey  weather.     Stopped  all  night. 
Distance,  16  miles. 

Sunday,  25th. — Course,  N.E.    Continued  the  same  course.    The 
ground  as  before.     The  timber  is  of  a  white  gum  and  a  short  The  timber. 
stringeybark.     Still  keeps  raining.     Went  to  rest  for  the  night. 
Distance,  14  miles. 

Monday,  26th. — Course,  N.E.  Weather  very  bad  ;  we  walked 
as  fast  as  we  could  to  get  into  a  better  country.  During  this 
clay's  journey  Wilson  shot  a  strange  bird.  Long  while  before  we 
could  find  a  place  to  sleep  in  this  night.     Distance,  24  miles. 

Tuesday,  27th. — Course,  N.E.     We  had  proceeded  on  for  about 
1  mile  when  we  fell  in  with  a  fine  open  country.     Wilson  had  a  fine  open 
the  good  fortune  to  shoot  a  kangaroo  ;  by  that  means  saved  our  <^"°*'3'- 
biscuits,  for  we  made  a  good  dinner  off  him.     We  steered  our 
course  E.S.E.,  to  see  how  that  part  of  the  country  would >turn  out. 
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Tbe  course 
altered. 


1798  We  came  to  a  fine  open  meadow  country ;  but  the  skin  of  the 
pheasant  and  the  strange  bird  was  spoiled,  for  we  had  so  much 
rain  that  it  was  impossible  for  to  have  saved  them.  Here  we 
had  a  great  deal  of  thunder  and  lightning.  Part  of  the  tail  of 
the  pheasant  was  saved  by  keeping  it  in  bark  of  tree.  Came  to 
for  the  night.     Distance,  18  miles. 

Wednesday,  28th. — Course,  E.      The  above  course  we  had  a 

most  delightfuU  country — ^indeed,  I  am  not  able  to  lay  down  the 

Hundreds  of  situation  of  it.     We  saw  hundreds  of  kangaroos  ;  one  of  them 

kangaroos,    y^g^  ^^^  |jy  (Jollins,  which  still  preserves  our  biscuits.      The 

weather  very  dull,  with  frequent  showers  of  rain.     Came  to  for 

the  night.     Distance,  21  miles. 

Thursday,  29th. — Course,  E.  We  soon  came  to  the  top  of  a  fine 
hill,  were  we  found  that  we  had  kept  the  outside  of  the  country, 
for  to  the  E.  and  S.E.  is  a  scrubby,  stoney,  and  rockey  country. 
We  found  in  coming  to  this  hill  that  we  had  crosst  the  head  of 
a  river  that  seems  to  run  to  the  southward.  We  altered  our 
course  N.  to  come  to  the  mountains.  During  our  day's  journey 
we  saw  some  emews  and  many  kangaroos ;  one  of  the  latter  Wilson 
shot.  The  country  still  very  fine  till  we  came  to  the  mountains  : 
stopped  under  them  for  the  night.     Distance,  19  miles. 

Friday,  30th. — Course,  N.  b.  E.  In  this  course  Wilson  shot  a 
pheasant ;  the  travelling  much  the  same.  As  I  have  before 
mentioned,  in  going  over  the  mountains  the  first  time,  miles  we 
could  not  guess  at. 

Saturday,  31st. — Course,  N.  b.  E.  In  this  day's  journey  we 
were  very  fortunate,  for  we  came  along  the  top  of  hill  all  tbe 
day. 

Sunday,  Aprill  1st. — Course,  N.  b.  E.  We  kept  the  above 
course,  in  which  Wilson  shot  another  pheasant.  We  cleared  tbe 
mountains  and  came  on  the  Cow  Pastures. 

Monday,  2nd. — Saw  the  cattle  about  4  miles  nearer  than  we 
saw  them  the  first  time.  Made  the  Nepean,  and  found  a  great 
fresh  in  it.  Wilson  saw  numbers  of  ducks,  some  of  which  he 
shot,  which  made  us  an  excellent  supper,  having  eat  two  apiece. 
Crossed  the  Nepean,  and  set  off  by  moonlight  on  purpose  to 
save  the  ducks,  and  made  Prospect  about  4  o'clock  on  Tuesday, 
the  3rd. 


Arrive  at 
the  Cow- 
pastures. 


Arrive  at 
Prospect 
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Abbott 

Captain  in  the  N.S.W.  Corps,  65 
projected  departure  of,  for  England,  86. 
bearer  of  despatches,  186. 
directed  to  embark  on  the  Lux  St.  Ann,  652. 
arrives  at  Sydney  In  the  Walker,  741. 

Abereromby,  Bobt. 
proposes  to  recruit  Indian  army  with  expirees,  8. 

AbonkirBay 
Nelson's  Mctory  at,  689. 

Admiralty 

See' 


Nepean,  E\'a»,"  Secretary. 


Agricvltoxe 
bountiful  harvests,  80,  88,  75, 184, 177, 105,  486. 
convicts  allowed  to  officers  for,  40,  88,  84,  85, 

285,  884,  385,  398.  448,  480,  784. 
chart  showing,  71,  72,  and  note, 
returns  respecthig.  81,  00, 284, 287, 341, 452, 716. 
comments  of  Hacarthur  on,  132. 
at  Norfolk  Island,  147. 148, 155. 
implements  of,  192,  844,  879,  880,  400. 
progress  of,  209,  288,  296. 
conducted  by  Government,  211,  206. 
difficulties  attending,  218,  232,  239,  296. 
return  respecting,  to  be  furnished,  417. 
affected  by  prolonged  drought,  498,  506,  665, 

717. 
ecarcity  of  labour  for,  296,  606. 
fertUo8oU,729,730. 

Aide-diHsainp 

i^[ypointment  of,  137, 177,  650  and  note. 

Alton,  J.  17. 
letter  to,  from  George  Suttor,  507  and  note. 

Albatrom  Island 

named  by  Flinders,  797  and  note. 

Albion,  The 
arrival  of,  with  stores,  664  (noteX  700. 
passage  of,  quickest  on  record,  600 and  note,  717. 


Alt,  AngUBtiu 
Sur\'eyor-Genera],  188. 
and  the  Barwell  mutiny  inquiry,  454. 
and  Judge-Advocate  Dore,  575. 

Ammunition  and  Ordnance 
supply  of,  for  the  colony,  656,  0.^7,  735. 

Armstrong,  Alexander 
and  the  wreck  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  278  (note), 
800.  474,  760  and  note. 

Armstrong  Channel 
and  the  wreck  of  the  Sydney  Gove,  758  (note), 
and  the  voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  774. 

Amdell,  Thos. 
son  of,  sent  as  medical  assistant  to  Norfolk 

Island,  35. 
testimony  of,  in  favour  of  Atkins,  120. 
inquhry  by,  into  settlers'  grievances,  870  et  seq, 
comments  of,  on  morals  of  the  colony,  437  et  8eq» 
recommended  by  Balmain  as  apothecary,  451. 
and  the  Barwell  mutiny  Inquiry,  454. 

Arthur,  Port 
and  the  voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  813  (note). 

Artiileers 

smaU  number  of,  137, 180,  207,  605. 
employment  of  free  men  as,  137,  223. 
arri\'al  of,  by  the  Ganges  and  Britannia,  280. 
evasion  of  liabilities  by,  852. 
arrival  of,  by  the  Barwell,  80a 

Atkins,  Blcbard 

vice  Collins  as  Judge  Advocate,  87. 
and  Macarthur,  110  et  nq,,  172,  448  et  teq, 
Ifarsden's  testimony  in  favour  of,  127. 
Barrington's  testimonj-  in  favour  of,  127. 
Tliompson's  testimony  in  favour  of,  128. 
Amdell's  testimony  in  favour  of,  120. 
Acting  Judge- Advocate,  240  (noteX 
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Atki]iB,Bic]iard 
and  the  BritannU  inquiry,  240. 
and  the  Barwell  matiny  inquiry,  454. 
and  Judge  Advocate  Dore,  55S,  502  and  notes, 

570. 
appointed  Shipping  Registrar,  740. 
letters  from— 

to  Macatthur,  121, 125. 

to  Collins,  126. 

to  Palmer,  446. 
letters  to— 

from  Hunter,  125. 

from  Palmer,  446 

AuBtiii,  Katthew 
sunreon  on  the  Marquis  OoniwaUis,  34. 
witness,  rt  mutiny  thexeon,  106. 

ATarne,  Kajor-Geaeral 
commandant  at  Portsmootii,  496  (note) 

Babel  Islaiidf 
and  the  voyage  of  the  Vorfblk,  StS  and  note. 

Bailey,  iMigii 

and  the  Barwell  mutliiy,  461,  469. 

Bain,]UT.Hr. 

•   passenger  on  the  Bndahu,  66. 

chaplain  to  the  corps,  485. 

succeeded  at  Norfolk  Island  by  Fsne  Edge,  626. 

Baknn 
fraudulent  conduct  of,  204. 

Balmain,  Surgeon 
and  «ie  outrage  by  soldiers,  19,  20, 21, 22,  4aa 
challenges  Maoarth^ir  to  a  duel,  21,  22. 
senior  assistant  surgeon  at  Norfolk  Island,  24 
moiety  of  White's  salary  due  to,  49  and  note,  376. 
commission  of,  70,  298L 
appointed  chief  surgeon,  98. 
appointed  magistrate,  137. 
Hunter's  conmiendation  of,  176. 
application  for  leave  by,  191. 
and  the  Britannia  inquiry,  240  et  wq.,  271. 
application  of,  for  hospital  stores,  285. 
application  of,  for  increase  of  salary',  460. 
application  of,  for  assistant  surgeons,  451. 
recommending  AmdeU  as  apothecaij',  451. 
and  the  Barwell  mutiny,  462. 
and  Judge- Advocate  Dore,  575. 
and  the  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  580,  595,  625. 
allowance  to,  735. 

Bampton^  Ci^ptala 
sshooner  built  by,  at  Dusky  Bay,  8. 
of  the  Endeavour,  8,  844  (note) 
asking  King's  assl^tanee  8,  0,  and  note. 

Bananas 

See  "Crops." 


Banki,  Sir  Joseph 
belief  of,  in  advancement  of  New  South  Wal«^ 

202,532. 
native  plants  sent  to,  by  King,  214. 
coal  sent  to,  by  Hunter,  347. 
and  the  Porpoise   plant-cabin,  382,    407  and 

note,  480,  497,  515,  527,  588  and  note,  539. 

644,646. 
and  colonial  exploration,  888.  481,  492, 69Sw 
solicitude  of,  for  intending  settlera,  411. 
and  George  Daley,  botanist.'  510,  515,  516  and 

note,  517,  527,  530,  532  and  note,  635,  664, 672, 

671,  680,  682. 
collection  of  seeds  sent  to,  by  Hunter,  532. 
reoommends  George  Suttor,  533. 
BoUoitude  of,  for  two  oomicts,  5SSw 
present  from,  to  Suttor,  646. 
Suitor's  gratitude,  672. 
and  P.  G.  King's  eldest  son,  704. 
letters  from— 

to  Hunter,  202,  538. 

to  Undei^Seoretary  King,  5^^  486,  516, 

to  Anfrere,  410. 

toRoxbui^,  627. 

to  the  Navy  Board,  639,  660. 
letters  to— 

tnm  P.  G  King,  214,  SOU  481,  481, 40r,  510* 
633,  640,  542,  643,  644,  644,  646,  618,  65S, 
656,  668,  676,  679,  704.  706,  71fi,  728.  78& 

from  Hamond,  407,  536. 

from  Long,  407. 

from  Caley,  610,  680,  686,  664,  672,  677,  680, 
682. 

from  Suttor,  614,  672,  709,  739. 

Itma  l7Bdsr4ecret«fy  King,  616. 

ftmm  Nsny  Board,  686,  e«8, 661. 

fh>m  Hunter,  819. 


iGnek 

discovered  and  named  by  Boss,  818. 

BarraUier,  fraaeie  luia 

proposed  as  Deputy  Son-eyor  General,  662. 
his  explorations.  662  (noteX 
appointments-held  by,  ifr. 

Barren,  Clipe 
and  the  voyage  of  the  Norfblk,  Tii,  777,  778, 787. 

Barrin^rton,  Geocge 
commendable  conduct  of,  74, 474. 
superintendent 'of  convicts,  115,  479. 
testimony  of,  in  favour  of  Atkins,  127. 
colonial  career  of,  473,  474. 
head  constable  at  Parramatta,  74,  479,  730. 

Barwell,  Tbe 
convicts  by,  292,  301,  385. 
mutiny  on,  458  et  mq.y  484  aad  aOka^  Ttt. 
supplies  by,  490,  783. 

BasalteSfCspe 
nomed  by  nfaiden,  812  and  note. 
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BastjOeoife 

diflooveiy  of  ooaI  by,  2S7,  289. 

nvfigt «(,  iil4i  ^tftalabost,  81S  «f  9eq.,  888,  4'Mk 

particolAn  of  his  Ufe,  812  (note). 

and  tlie  Imm  Niohob  trial,  Sll  (noteX 

and  F1iiidei«*8  voyage  in  the  Korfolk,  TM*  7W  ^f 


Strait 

BMi%  wtaMMMt  voyaflpe  to»  SIS  «e  w;?.,  808»  474. 
Flinden's  aooount  of,  709  et  mq. 
80  caOed  by  Hunter,  818. 

Batenuui'i  SMf 
entered  by  Ban  in  his  whaleboat,  817. 

Battenrldttd 

and  the  voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  776. 


dwelling  hotue  of,  wrecked  by  soldiers,  16, 18, 
and  note,  17  and  note,  18, 19,  20,  21,  22,  64, 
66,  294  and  notes,  480. 

private  in  New  South  Wales  Corps,  106, 
witness  In  MsiqiiisComwallis  inqolfy,  ib. 

Bftylis,  Bichftrd 
and  the  Isaac  MidiolB  trial,  684,  690,  6SS. 

Bayly,  Xnslgn  Vicholu 
and  the  Isaac  NiohoU  trial,  584, 662. 

Bean,  Jolm 


BMf 

amount  of  ration  of,  16,  38,  62,  494,  664. 

Belloe,  dngory 

and  the  Barwoll  mutiny,  454. 

Bentham,  Sir  Samuel 
letter  to,  from  Hunter,  673  and  note,  674, 676. 

Bennilong 
cost  of  maintenance  of,  in  England,  290. 

Betsey's  Island 
and  the  voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  808. 

B^er,  Angfistiis 
raigeon  on  the  Britannia.  240,  488. 
deposition  of,  re  treatment  of  oonvlels,  240, 241. 
and  cause  of  death  off  convicts,  371. 
precautionary  measures  of,  278. 
decision  of  Cwxti  respecting,  276. 


Births 
during  Ist  hatf-year,  1796, 94,  96. 
at  Norfolk  Isktnd  during  1791-96, 161. 
fMm  July,  1797  to  July,  1796, 462. 
from  July,  1798,  to  July,  1799,  710. 

Bishop,  Captain  C9ias. 

and  the  Barwell  mutiny  inquiry,  454. 


Bishop,  Captain 
of  the  Nautilus,  769  (note). 

Black  Cnsar 
a  notorious  convict,  11  and  note. 
M«af,«L 

Blacky  John 
and  the  Lady  Shore  mutiny,  206,  391, 416. 
his  description  of  the  eotooy,  729i 

Blankett,  Commodore 
at  Cape  of  (ieod  Hope,  00. 

Bligh,  Captain 
and  the  Bounty  nntlny,  11& 

Bloodsworth,  James 
and  the  Isaac  Nichols  tdal,  686, 614. 

Bine  Movntains 
Bass's  surmise  as  to  tlieir  e«tsnt,  814  and  note. 

Boats 
unauthorised  buUdlag  Of,  60^  6D,  808  snd  note, 

804. 
necessity  for  new,  76,  SSI. 
builder  ol,  appointed,  116. 
registnitton  of,  60, 176, 804. 
ship-buUding  at  Norfolk  Iskuad,  848, 406. 

Boddingtons         *' 
certificates  of  sentences  of  convicts  by,  168. 

Bond,  George 
and  the  Barwell    mutiny,  464,  488,  484    and 

note,  726  and  note, 
and  the  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  617,  680  (note), 
resignation  of,  484,  737. 

Beaton,  John 

plaintiir  in  trial  at  Civil  Court,  83,  292  (notoX 
sent  out  to  cure  fish,  234,  490. 

Bounty 
mutiny  on,  118. 

Bowatar,  SaJor^Qeneral 
commander  of    the    Plymouth    Division    of 
Blarines,  476  and  note,  406  (noteX  619. 

Bowen,  Captain 
his  sketch  of  Jenis  Bay,  332. 

Bowen's  Island 
passed  by  Bass  in  his  whaleboat,  316. 

Bowman,  John 

free  settler,  283. 

Brabyn,  John 

enttign,  Nenr  South  Wales  Corps,  84, 108  et  seq 

Bradley,  Thomas 
free  settler,  358. 

Brathwaite,  Lientenant  Bohert 
and  the  Barwell  mutiny  tnquhy,  464>. 
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Bread 

the  supply  o(,  40. 

frauds  In  oonnection  with,  201. 

Brtwer,  Henry  «^     „     .w 

suoceeded  m  proro«t-mardhal  by  Thos.  Bioytli, 
37.  88  and  note,  85, 115,  296. 

Brickileldi 

a  tuburb  o(  Sydney,  711. 

BritaaBifty  The 
sent  to  India  for  salt  provisions,  2. 
should  have  conveyed  live  stock,  52. 
arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  69. 
chartered  to  convey  invalids  to  England,  76,  82, 

89,  297,  889. 
King  goes  to  England  by,  76. 
pusengers  by,  86,  87,  80, 166,  284. 
provisions  shipped  on,  96. 
oonvicU  by,  97, 168  and  note,  230,  283,  235,  238, 

357,  482,  488,  491. 
despatches  by,  180,  843,  357. 
native  birds  shipped  by,  214. 
skilled  convict  artificers  by,  230. 
soldiers  on  board  of,  234. 
attempted  seisure  of,  by  convicts,  236. 
inquiry  re  treatment  of  convicts  on,  ?40  «t  teq. 
result  of  inquiry,  276,  277. 
arrival  of,  in  England,  28i.. 

Broady,  Walter 
superintendent  of  snUthtf,  07,  479. 

Brock,  Eneign 
charges  against,  140  et  teq, 
death  of,  240. 

Broomfield,  Xichard 
evidence  of,  at  the  I«ac  Nichols  trial,  602,  607, 
625. 

Brown,  Jolin 
and  the  Bar«'ell  mutiny,  465. 

Brownrigg,  Colonel 
and  charged  against  Ensign  Brock,  140. 
and  New  South  Wales  Corps  officers  as  traders, 
039,640. 

Buffalo,  E.1C.8. 
relieving  ship,  857. 
passage  for  settlers  by,  358. 
supplies  by,  490. 

to  load  coal  and  timber  for  the  Ospe,  518,  619. 
replaces  the  Supply,  condemned,  690,  701,  702. 
Hunter,  chief  commander  of,  702. 

BnildingB 
paucity  of  public,  30,  57,  75,  77,  211,  849. 
list  of,  much  wanted,  79,  80. 
erection  of  granaries,  187,  22a 
at  Norfolk  Island,  159. 
deficiency  of  litiie  in  erection  of,  176. 
progress  of,  220,  221. 
destroyed  by  severe  storm,  670, 094 


muster  at,  185. 

settlers  at,  to  provide  labour  for  road-makiBg 

188. 

Borne,  Identenant 
deposition  of,  re  treatment  of  oonvicts,  2a  d.  mq. 

Bnsh  Fire 
losses  occasioned  by,  219,  309,  491,  514,  6J5,  692. 
at  Parramatta,  220. 

Bnelirangers 
suppression  of,  11,  81, 196,  907,  2ML 

Bmih  Island 
passed  by  Bass  in  his  whaleboat,  817  (noteX 

Byen 

evidence  of,  in  the  Barwell  mutiny  case,  460, 4«> 

Caley,  George 
botanist,  engaged  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  610. 
Banks's  sugsestions  req>ecting,  approved,  615. 
praise  of,  by  Banks,  615,  617, 632. 
will  be  supported  by  Banks,  616  and  note, 
to  be  victualled  from  the  store,  517. 
as  specimen  collector,  527. 
enthusiasm  of,  630,  647, 664,  681. 
microscope  lost  by,  635,  641. 
watch  wanted  by,  685. 
monetary  troubles  of,  664,  680,  682. 
wishes  to  collect  at  Chelsea,  654. 
Banks  assents  and  promises  to  assist  him,  635. 
outfit  of,  672,  673. 

and  the  use  of  the  quadrant  and  sextant,  676. 
at  the  Isle  of  Wight,  677. 
on  the  detention  of  the  Porpoise,  660. 
expressions  of  graUtude  of,  682. 
letters  from,  to  Banks,  510,  630,  635,  654,  672. 
677,  680,  682. 

Cameron,  Captain 
and  the  Barwell  mutiny,  456  et  »eq. 

Campbell,  Donald 
resident  transport  agent  at  the  Cape,  413  and 
note. 

Campbell,  Bobert 
and  the  Barwell  mutiny  inquiry,  454. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 
rations  issued  to  soldiers  on  the  MarquSs  Oocn- 

wallis  at,  83,  34. 
surrender  of,  to  the  English,  00. 
live  stock  from,  90, 186  (noteX  190, 236»  287,  277, 

287,  300,  367,  508,  619,  701. 
Judge- Advocate  Dore  at,  854  eC  9eq. 
export  of  ooal  to,  618,  619,  688, 689  and  note. 
copper  coinage  intended  for,  sent  to  New  South 

WaJes,  657. 

Carver,  Benjamin 
and  the  Macarthur-Atkins  dispute,  124,  446. 
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Ckscade  Bay  (Vorf oik  Iflland) 

buildings  at,  150. 

Castlereafirh,  Lord 
and  Irish  convicts,  CIS,  482. 
and  the  detention  of  the  Minerva,  418,  581. 
letters  from,  to  Under  Secretary  King,  480,  488, 
531. 

letters  to,  from  Under  Secretary  King,  418,  482. 

Cattle 

recovery  of  the  lost,  190,  208,  847,  865,  730,  824. 
828.  '    .    '       *       » 

from  the  Cape,  90,  188,  190,  238,  287,  277,  287. 
300,  357,  603,  619,  701.  * 

postange  destroyed  by  bush  fire,  065. 
owned  by  Government,  666,  667. 
Sec  also  "  Live  Stock.** 
Cedar 
spedmen  of,  sent  to  England,  717. 

CeresyThe 

storeship,  11  (noteX 
despatches  by,  30. 

Chappell  Itlee 
voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  773. 

ClutppeU,  Honnt 
voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  772. 

Chamock,  Sobert 
owner  of  the  Minerva,  696. 
losses  sustained  by  the  detention  of,  606. 

Cliristiaii,  Fletcher 
Bounty  mutineer,  118. 

Chnrek 
expenses  incurred  by  Bev.  B.  Johnson  in  erec- 
tion of,  192. 
projected  building  of,  by  Hunter,  360,  and  note, 
convicts  ordered  to  attend,  473. 
at  Pairamatta,  487  and  note. 
wiUoIly  burnt  down,  495  and  note,  606. 
store-house  to  be  used  as  temporaiy,  506. 
foundation  of  St  Phillip's  laid,  606. 
foundation  of  St.  John's,  606. 
at  Kissing  Pomt,  708. 

Circular  Head 
and  the  voyage  of  ths  Norfolk,  794. 

Clark,  Bepnty  Cemmiesary 
to  supply  Captain  Bampton  from  Government 

stores,  9  and  note, 
application  of,  for  leave  of  absence,  36, 42L 

Clark,  W. 

assistant  super-cargo  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  760 
et9eq. 

Clark  Island 
wreck  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  758  (note), 
and  the  voyaf^e  of  the  Norfolk,  774. 

darke,  Thomas 
superintendent  of  convicts,  97, 115. 
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Clephan,  Lientenant 
projected  departure  of,  for  England,  8ttt 

Climate 
of  Norfolk  Island,  160, 161. 
of  New  South  Wales,  212,  219. 
dry  weather,  408,  606,  686,  717. 

Clothing 
for  Norfolk  Island,  36,  42. 
issued  from  the  public  store,  37, 187,  238,  301, 

362,  877,  670,  682. 
for  Maoarthur's  servants,  71,  82. 
deficiency  of,  177, 179,  229, 493, 504, 506,  C65. 601. 

700,  701. 
by  the  Sylph,  66, 182,  229,  604,  700  and  note, 
supplies  of,  from  England,  190,  876,  400. 
exorbitant  price  of,  868. 
return  of,  to  be  forwarded  to  England,  512 
by  the  Walker,  636. 
a  special  kind  for  convicts,  641. 
cloth  woven  in  the  colony,  693. 

Clode,  BeT.  Samnel 
murder  of,  708,  711 

Coal 
discovery  of,  237,  289,  347  and  note,  517,  518, 
689,821. 

export  of,  to  the  Cape,  618,  619,  688,  689  and 

note, 
boring  plant  for,  649,  660,  661. 
exported  to  Bengal,  717. 

Collins,  David 
captain.  Marine  Corps,  and  Judge- Advocate,  65, 

sails  for  England  on  the  Britannia,  87, 186, 166, 
177. 

and  the  Macarthur-Atklns  dispute,  128,  124  et 
wq. 

and  Captain  Waterhouse,  28a 

will  accept  colonial  appointment,  810. 

suooeoded  as  Judge  Advocate  by  Dore,  482,  648. 

cannot  be  allowed  full-pay,  412. 

letter  from,  to  Duke  of  Portland,  810. 

letter  to,  from  Evan  Nepean,  412. 

Collins,- 
colonial  explorer,  824. 

Commission 

of  Surgeon  Balmain,  70. 
Governor  King's  dormant,  381. 

Concord 
settlers  at,  to  provide  labour  for  rood  making 

house  of  settler  at,  burned,  884. 
condition  of  settlers  at,  STL 

Constabulary 
rewards  to,  46,  46. 
Barrington  at  Parramatta,  74, 479,  730. 
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Coxistabolftry 
watchmen  appolatedfttSrliMr  And  Ptframrtta, 

166, 166,  221,  a07. 
appointment  of,  182. 
duties  of,  186,  490. 

efficiency  of,  21^  606,  06S  and  note,  686. 
aasaultaon,  488. 

Hunter's  establishment  of,  approved  by  Port- 
land, 480,  601. 
annual  election  of  coostaUest  618  and  note, 
oenmired  by  Hunter,  686  and  note. 

Corn,  Indiaii 
ca]tiTatlonof,80,iO,66. 
grown  by  Macarthur,  68. 
at  Norfolk  Island,  148, 140, 161,  284. 
seed  to  be  returned  by  settlers,  188. 
price  of,  377. 

area  under  OQltlTSthm,  46S. 
an  article  of  ration,  664  (noteX 
failure  of  crops,  066, 067. 
wheat  issued  in  Ueu  of,  067. 

See  also  **  Agriculture  **  and  "  Grope.'* 

Cotton 
culture  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  706,  706. 

Coktnll,  8. 
copper  coinage  for  New  South  Wales,  648»  667. 

Conrti  of  Jttitie* 
at  Norfolk  Island,  6  and  note,  12  and  note, 

18,  14, 16,  36,  61,  74,  404. 
Criminal  Court  at  Sydney,  18,  68, 183. 
Civil  Court  to  assemble,  02. 
an  appeai,  87. 

Quarter  Sessions  at  the  Hawkesbnr}-,  400. 
adjouinment  of  Civil  Court,  618, 018. 
Hunter's  difference  with  Judge-AdvocatelDore, 

funcUons  of  Criminal  Court,  664. 

Covrt-nunrtiftl 
Older  to  ssseinble,ia 
order  to  dissolve  28. 
warrant  for  aessmbllBg,  100^  iOO,  90L 
functicms  of,  068. 

Convicts 
proposal  to  enlist  expirees  as  Indian  anay  re- 

cfuits,  2,  8  and  note,  60,  227,  202,  SOL 
attempted  seimire  of  the  Marquis  Comwmlllsby, 

4  and  note,  6  and  note,  88, 44,  48, 102  s(  sef. 
stowaways  on  the  Endeavour,  0. 
rations  issued  to,  16,  62,  190,  806,  838,  404,  406, 

664. 
living  with  natives,  26,  80O. 
sentences  of,  unknown  to  CJovemor,  32, 190, 235, 

482,  488, 506,  071. 
rations  of,  on  the  liMNiiilsConmBllis,  84. 
clothing  issued  to,  87, 187, 288,  301, 670, 681, 682. 
arrival  of,  by  Marquis  Oomwallis,  88  and  note, 
as  officers*  servants,  40,  83,  84,  85,  290,  206,  384, 

388,  808,  448,  400, 6U>  784. 


Gonyicts 
as  settlers*  sen-ants,  51,  96. 
muster  of  female,  57, 190. 
hours  of  labour  of,  61,  79,  884,  410,  480.  498. 

678,079. 
female,  on  the  Oaoges,  67, 102. 
aMigned  to  Macartiiur,  08. 
meritorious  conduct  of,  sboold  be  rerodsd, 

74.297. 
assigned,  to  asrist  in  erecting  poblic  bofldingi, 

79. 
on  board  tbe  Gaagea,  96, 101, 23S. 
bedoondoet  of  explfees,  96, 97, 290. 
by  the  Britannia,  97, 168  and  noAe,  280,  SS8, 286, 

238,367,482,488,401. 
expirees  cannot  be  detained,  98. 
escapees.  99, 112  rfseg,  188,  207,  806,  307,  345. 

361,  860,  364,  726. 
misapplied  Ubour  of,  188, 210,  384. 
at  Norfolk  Islaod,  146, 167,  Sll. 
by  the  Boddingtons  and  Sugar-caM,  108  sad 

note.  ^ 

obtain  their  freedom  by  fsJse  pretanosi,  164. 
land  granto  to,  167,  217. 
Irish,  174  and  notes,  176,  348,  aB»,9K,  §08. 
female,  conduct  of,  182, 608, 686,  680  aad  iHfte. 
and  road  making,  188, 189. 192,  237, 290^  412. 
issue  of  certificates  of  freedom  to,  130, 200, 211. 

360,  403,  666,  679. 
emancipists  as  soldiers,  194, 040. 
an  absconder  gives  information  of   the  kst 

catUe,  208. 
refnotoiy,  sent  to  the  Hawkesbvy,  225. 
expirees,  off  the  stores,  216,  285,  »1.^ 
departure  of  expirees  in  Asamkmn  ^dft,  2C 
expirees  as  navy  recroite,  227. 
attempted  seixure  of  the  Britannia  by,  S35, 9Sr. 
treatment  of,  on  tnmsports,  235,  98,  2S4,  ft£. 

491. 
treatment  of,  on  the  BrttanBia»  240  et  se?.,  4eS, 

488.  

officers  to  furnish  retom  oi  servants,  290. 

female  expirees,  291. 

by  theBarwell,  202,  208, 301, 885. 

the  Cumberland  seised  by.  846  and  notes. 

female,  on  the  Britannia,  SS7. 

new  country  discovered  by,  806. 

theatre  built  by,  416  and  note. 

mutiny  of,  on  the  BanrsU,  468  et  se;.,  726. 

happier  than  European  poor,  486. 

religious  instructionB  of,  487. 

on  the  Minerva,  488 

exemptlsn  of,  from  anest  for  debt,  405, 540. 

duties  of  female,  508. 

letter  from  a  female,  500. 

females  employed  by  officers,  611. 

and  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  538. 

by  the  Friendship  and  Lux  St  Aim,  6M. 

special  clothing  for,  641. 

expirees  not  desirable  reomfts,  049. 

inadequate  clothing  of,  666, 700. 

from  Bengal,  60& 
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Convicts 
bj  the  HiUsborengh,  700. 
exoefldve  mortality  of,  700, 701, 717. 
immona  ocNadnct  o(,  71&. 
a  convict  attorney,  728. 
conditionally  pardoned,  787. 

Cowper,  Wm. 
Indian  Government  official,  8L 

CniflT,  Kajar-GoMna 

at  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  90. 

CtqIIob    '■ 
enaign,  New  South  Wales  CkyrfM,  102. 
and  the  Lady  Shore  mutiny,  416. 

Gropi 
abondaat,  90,  38,  IM,  177, 196. 
sold  for  spirits,  54. 
good  prospects  of,  74. 
at  Norfolk  Island,  148, 140,  160. 

«eed  advanced  by  Goveannnt  to  be  retnmed, 
186. 

destrc^ed  by  boA-ilre,  210,  290. 
return  respecting,  287. 

destroyed  by  flood  at  the  Hawkesbury,  668  and 
note. 

See  also  "Agriooltuxe." 

Cnbitt,  Daniel 
and  the  Isaac  Nfchols  trial,  006,  027. 

Cuckold's  Point 
Bass's  whaleboat  v<^age,  316  and  note, 
identical  with  Longnose  Point,  382. 

CnltiTation 

See  "Agriculture"  and  "Crops." 

Cnmberland,  The 
colonial  boat,  seized  by  convicts,  346  and  note. 

Cnnunings,  Identenant 
of  New  South  Wales  CJoips,  124, 445,  728,  727. 

Cnrtis,  Sir  Soger 
commander  of  Laooaater,  Indlamen  oonroy,  656, 
668. 

Cnrreni^ 
use  of  store  receipts  as,  54,  729. 
Conmuflsary's  notes  as,  887, 687,  784. 
mode  of  payment  for  goods,  402. 
copper  coinage,  641  and  note,  642, 645,  648,  665 

and  note,  666  and  note,  657, 671, 740. 
sihrer  oohuge  rsquired,  74L 

CnjUr,  Major-Qenena 

commandant  at  Portsmouth,  140. 

DiBdaliiB 

return  of,  to  England,  56. 

Dalxymple,  Port 

discovery  of,  n7,  780  and  note,  786,  788, 790. 


Dart,  Point 
identical  with  Longnoae  Point,  882  (note> 

Davis,  George 
and  the  Lady  Shore  mutiny,  394. 

Dawes,  Lieutenant 
return  of,  to  England,  from  Slem  Leone,  55. 
Hunter's  request  respecting,  891. 

Deaths 
during  first  half-year  of  1706,  94,  95. 
at  Norfolk  Ishmd  during  1791-1796, 161. 
from  July,  1797,  to  July,  1798,  452. 
from  July,  1796,  to  July,  1790,  710. 

Dennett,  Captain 
of  the  Britannia,  fiMX 
inquiry  re  treatment  of  convicts  by,  240  ct  neq., 

272,  273. 
address  of,  to  court,  275. 
decision  of  the  court  respecting,  276. 

Derwent  XlTer 

voyage  of  the  Norf61L,  807,  808j 

De  Witt  Isles 

vo3-age  of  the  Norfolk,  802. 

De  Witt  Bange 
voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  801  (noteX 

DhoU 
an  article  of  food,  9. 

Direction,  Honnt 

voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  809. 

DistiUeriss 
erection  of,  prohibited,  10, 31, 196. 

Divine,  Philip 

8Ui>erintend«nt  of  convicts  at  Sydney,  479. 

Dore,  Bichard  ( Jndge  Adyeeate) 

appointed  Hunter's  socretaxy,  390,  407,  543. 

arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  390,  488. 

and  the  Barwell  mutiny,  466,  466. 

Hunter's  diiference  with,  648  et  seq. 

fees  daamed  l^,  649,  550,  568  et  seq. 

disputes  concerning  the  legality  of  writs  issued 

by,  668  et  seq. 
Hunter's  comments  on,  580. 
partisanship  of,  582,  660. 
and  the  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  609,  659. 
officers  in  accord  with,  662. 
oi^nion  formed  of,  by  fellow  passenger,  728. 
Robinson,  convict  attorney,  secretary  to,  728. 
letters  from — 

to  Le  Fleming,  364. 

to  Under-Secretary  King,  483. 

to  Hunter,  610. 
letter  to~ 

from  Kent  and  Atkins,  562. 
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Dorr,  Ebenezer 
captain  of  the  Otter,  47. 

Double  Island 
vo3*age  of  the  Norfolk,  778. 

Draper,  Joseph 
sentence  of  court  martial  on,  28  and  note, 
sentence  on,  remitted,  33. 

Dromedary,  Honnt 
Bass's  wbaleboat  voya^re,  818. 
voj'age  of  the  Norfolli,  769. 

Drought 
prolonged,  408,  S06,  865,  717. 

Drammond,  John 
beach  master  at  Norfolk  Island,  86,  296b 

Dnck  Blver 
rood  from  Sydney  to,  188. 

Duncan,  James 
charges  made  to,  respecting  Ensign  Brock,  140. 
agent  for  the  Minen'a,  629. 

Dundas,  Sobert 
Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  111  and  note, 
on  transportation,  112  et  teq, 

Dundas,  Henry 
and  importation  of  spirits  from  India,  725,  726. 
letters  to— 

from  the  Duke  of  Portland,  517,  726. 

from  East  India  Company,  728. 

Dusky  Bay 

schooner  built  at,  8. 

wreck  of  the  Endeavour  at,  8,  312  (note),  344. 

Eaddy,  William 
of  New  South  Wales  Corps  o.  Boston,  88. 

Edge,  Pane 

provost  marshal  at  Norfolk  Island,  86. 
petition  of,  for  increased  aUowanoe,  620. 

Education 
at  Norfolk  Island  and  Sydney,  1, 2  (note). 

Eliia,  The 
longboat  sent  to  the  rescue  of  the  Sydney  Cove, 
278  (noteX  768  and  note. 

Ellis,  Sergeant 
and  the  Uarquis  ComwalllB  mutiny,  110. 

Emancipists 
as  soldiers,  194,  649. 

Endeavour,  The 
wreck  of,  at  Dusky  Bay,  8,  812  (note),  844. 
live  stock  by,  51,  52  and  note,  232. 
grain  by,  91,  232. 

Faithful,  William 
of  New  South  Wales  Corps,  defendant  v.  Boston, 

S8. 


Farms 
purchases  by  Captadn  Hogan,  44. 
at  the  Hawkeabury,  73. 
purchases  by  Captain  Waterhouae,  288. 

Fancy,  The 
I>ersons  landed  at  Norfolk  Island  from,  S  and 
note. 

Feam,  Captain  John 
and  the  Barwell  mutiny  inquiiy,  464. 

Fees 

dahued  by  Judge  Advooate  Dore,  549, 65S  et  9eq. 

Field  of  Mars 
settlers  at,  to  provide  material  for  road  makingrt 

188. 
grievances  of  settlers  at,  867  et  ss^.,  878. 

Fish 
the  supply  of,  233,  234,  490. 

Fitspatriek,  Surgeon 
suggestions  of,  for  ameliorating  condition  oC 
convicts  on  transport*,  161, 162, 168. 

Flax 
mode  of  manufacture  of,  153. 
cultivation  of,  to  be  encouraged,  876,  493. 

Flinders,  Matthew 
Lieutenant  on  the  Reliance,  865. 
a  countryman  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  383. 
the  Barwell  mutiny  inquiry,  464. 
the  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  584,  628  «i  tq, 
recommended  as  commander  of  the  Lady  Nelson, 

788  and  note, 
voyage  of,  in  the  Norfolk,  704,  769  ti  teq. 

Flood 

at  the  Hawkeabury,  668. 

Flour 
supply  of,  86. 

See  also  '*  Rations." 

Fort  William 
recruits  for  Indian  Army  to  be  landed  at,  3. 

Foveaux,  Joseph 
appointed  Judge  of  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  447, 

448. 
opinions  of,  concerning  the  Hunter-Dore  dis- 

pute,  675. 

Franklin,  Thomas 
corporal  in  detachment  of  New  South  Wales 

Corps  on  the  Britannia,  257. 
deposition  of,  re  treatment  of  comicts,  268. 

Frauds,  The 
colonial  schooner,  76j  348. 
decayed  state  of,  180. 

sent  to  the  rescue  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  278,  30^ 
760. 
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Frederick  Henry  Bay 

viaiced  by  Flinden,  806  and  note. 

Preihwater  Coye 
named  by  Baas,  316. 

Friar  Bocks 
passed  by  Flinders,  804  and  noce. 

Prlendship,  Tlie 
engaged  as  a  transport,  640. 
sails  for  Ireland,  662. 

Froome.  Isaac 
third  mate  on  Britannia,  242,  274, 276. 
deposition  of,  re  treatment  of  convicts,  242,  268. 

FnmMiiz's  Land 
confounded  by  Baas  with  Wilson's  Promontory, 

321,  326  (note)k 
Flinders  in  search  of,  771, 

Fyfe,  Snrgeon 
on  the  Lady  Shore,  806. 

Gaibey,  Lawrence 
private  in  New  Sooth  Wales  Corps,  102. 
iKitnesa  in  Marqnia  Oomwallia  inquiry,  102, 103. 

Ganges,  The 

room  for  female  oonvicta  on,  67. 

about  to  aail  from  England,  95. 

proyiaiona  by,  07. 

akiUed  convict  mechanica  by,  230. 

deapatobea  by,  282. 

convicta  on  board  of,  283,  285. 

eokUera  on  board  of,  234. 

suiXeon  on  board  of,  234,  236. 

Gtaols 

at  Sydney  and  Parramatta,  130, 176,  200,  220. 
Kable,  Heniy,  gaoler  at  Sydney,  501. 
at  Sydney  bunieddown,  660  and  note, 
replaced  by  stone  edifice,  660, 604,  606  and  note. 

George's  Blyer 

aettlers  at,  347  and  note. 

Gerald,  Joseph 
death  of,  47. 
Dundaa  on  the  trial  of,  114. 

GUbert,John 
deposition  of,  re  treatment  of  oonvicta  on  the 
Britannia,  263, 254,  266,  266. 

Gospel,  Society  for  Propagation  of 
and  education  at  New  South  Walea,  L 
letter  from  Rev.  R.  Johnson  to,  184. 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Haddock'a  atipend,  401  and  note. 

Gonldie,  Andrew 
member  of  Vice- Admiralty  Court,  454. 

Gowan,  John 
appointed  atorekeeper,  vice  Stephenson,  de* 
ceased,  627. 


Gray,  John 

mutineer  on  the  Barwell,  455. 

Green  Cape 
paaaed  by  Flinders  in  the  Norfolk,  760  and  note. 

Green  Island 
viaited  by  Flinders,  781. 

GreviUe,  C.  F. 
recommenda  Enaign  Barallier,  652  and  note. 

Grim,  Cape 
named  by  Flindera,  708  and  note. 

Grimes,  C.  (Deputy  Snrveyor) 
plan  of  the  aettlement  by,  frontiapiece. 
engaged  in  road  making,  188. 

Grose,  Frands  (Lieutenant-Governor) 
Macarthur  appointed  inspector  of  public  works 

by,  41. 
offer  of,  respecting  augmentation  of  New  South 

Wales  Corps,  62, 104,  205. 
reasons  of,  for  leaving  New  South  Wales,  56. 
he  investigates  the    charges   against   Ensign 

Brock,  141. 
Margaret's  application  to,  for  freedom,  228. 
reply  of,  thereto,  228,  220. 
promotion  of,  368. 

and  the  Lady  Shore  mutiny,  387, 414. 
state  of  religion  under,  440. 
letter  from— 

to  Cuyler,  141. 
letters  to— 

from  Macarthur,  110. 

fxoixi  Margarot,  228. 

Gurrah 
coarse  Indian  muslin,  670  and  note. 

EackinfT,  Henry 
colonial  explorer,  824. 

Hacking,  Port 
visited  by  Bass  in  his  whaleboat,  818. 

Haddock,  Bey.  C. 
appointed  missionary  to  Norfolk  Island,  2  (note), 
stipend  of,  404  and  note, 

Ha]lam,Wm. 
charged  with  mutiny  on  the  Barwell,  454. 

Hamilton,  Captain 
commander  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  278,  365,  757. 
eteeq, 

Hamilton,  Sir  William 
a  friend  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  636  and  note. 

Hamond,  Sir  A.  S. 
and  the  Porpoise  plant-cabin,  407  and  note,  645. 

646 
and  the  design  of  the  Porpoise,  710. 
letters  to— 

from  P.  G.  King,  644, 719, 720, 
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HAii«0]i,Jahn 
free  settler,  358. 

Hartoy,  George 
private  In  New  Sonth  Wales  Corps,  106. 
witnesi  in  Marquis  Comwallis  inqiiir)*,  10& 

Harveit 

See  **  Afprtculture." 

HuwU.Ber.Xr. 

missionary,  714. 

Haven,  Sergesat 
paj-niaster  in  NewSoath  Wales  Corps,  288. 

Hawkeebnry,  Tlie 

natives  of,  attaclc  setUers,  26  aad  note,  2& 

muster  at,  S2, 186, 190,  217,  291,  86S,  4ia 

maintenance  of  peaoe  at,  46, 62. 

receivers  from  store  at,  to  mostsr,  60. 

farms  at,  73. 

return  of  siclc  at,  116, 117. 

passports  to  be  used  at,  106, 183, 190. 

setUers  at,  to  provide  labour  for  road-makliig, 

18S. 
Lieutenant  UaokeUar  in  charge  of  military  at, 

•289. 
frauds  by  settlers  at,  406,  447,  496. 
spirits  vended  at,  447. 
the  medical  staff  at,  451. 
meat  supply  for,  488. 
impeded  navigation  of,  499. 
quarter  sessions  held  at,  409. 
disastrous  flood  at,  668. 
issue  of  clothing  to  convicts  at,  682L 
state  of  settlement  at,  return,  688, 6B4,  749. 

Haycock  Point 

named  by  Flinders,  769  (note) 

Hayes,  Sir  Henry  Browne 
abduction  of  Miss  Pike  by,  281, 282, 283  and  note. 

Hebbot,  Captain 
a  free  settler,  338. 

Henry,  Bey.  William 
missionary  at  Parramatta,  711. 

Henslow,  Sir  John 
and  the  Porpoise  {dant-cabin,  407  and  note, 
and  the  design  and  construotion  of  the  Porpoise, 

719. 

Hews,  Matthew 
schoolmaster  at  Kissing  Point,  718. 

Hibbins,  Thomas 
Judsre-advocato  at  Norfolk  Island,  6  and  note, 

12  and  note,  13, 14, 15,  74. 
letter  from- - 
to  Under  Secretary  King,  II. 

Hibbs,  Cape 
named  by  Flinders,  800(note). 


Hillsborongh 
mortality  of  oonviots  oo,  700, 7U,  717. 

Hogan,  Captain 
of  the  Marquis  Comwallis,  4, 48, 102  sC  asf. 
and  the  guns  of  the  wrecked  ship  Sirius,  6(nolc) 
rations  issued  by,  to  sokiiers  on  the  Maiqa* 

Comwallis,  88. 
as  a  fanner,  44. 
proposal  of,  re  live  sfcocic,  200. 
favourable  report  on,  by  Transport  Board,  800. 
letter  from— 

to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  200  and  note^ 

Holt,  Oeneral 

leader  of  County  Wicklow  rebels,  476,  476  sod 
note. 

Hoapital 
medical  necessaries  for,  at  Sydney,  28Si. 

Howe,  Cape 
psased  by  Bass  in  the  wfaaleboat,  SIO 
passed  by  FUnden  in  the  Norfolk,  TTL 

Hnghee,  Sergeant 
mutineer  on  the  Lady  Shore,  414. 

Hnnt,  Snaannah 
sohool-mistress  at  Norfolk  Island,  1.  2  (note). 

Hnnter,  John  (GoTemor) 
on  the  proposed  recruiting  scheme  for  iBdi&a 
army,  2,  3  and  note,  227  and  note,  9tt,  301 
and  note, 
oonoeraed  at  state  of  King's  health,  5  and  noee, 

86,  42,  76, 170,  207. 

his  oonfidenoe  in  Captain  Maoarthnr,  27. 
alleged  chaige  against  Maoarthnr,  28. 
appoints  Athdns  to  sueosed  Macarthnr,  Al 
appobats  Smyth  Provost-Manbal,  vies  Brewer. 

87,  88  and  notes. 

his  dislntsrested  actions,  41,  IBl,  IB4, 216, 3^ 
401,  552. 

diffloulties  of,  41, 167  et  teq.,  178,  20G,  210,  SIS, 
216,  282,  847,  348,  547, 661,  600,  661,  674, 747. 

on  Macarthur's  reagnation,  41,  42. 

on  the  conduct  of  the  military  at  Sydney,  15, 17. 
18  et  ieq.,  42,  64  and  note,  886  and  note. 

his  measures  for  maintenance  of  peafoe,  46, 4& 

remarks  of,  on  demeanour  of  Scotch  maztns, 
46,47. 

chart  prepared  by,  71,  72  and  note,  347. 

on  the  expenses  of  the  oolony,  82, 91,96, 137, 210, 
282,234,288,294,298,848,849,886,806,476,512, 
687.  668,  669,  686, 687,  784,  735,  786,  787,  733. 

on  dvil  court  procedure,  87, 88, 89. 

expenditure  of,  condemned  by  Doke  of  Poet- 
land,  91,  636, 637,  786. 

conduct  of,  re  expirees,  approved,  96b 

on  the  Haiqois  GomwalUs  mutiny,  102. 

and  the  Kaoarthur-Atkins  embroglio,  HO  et  tt^ 
120  et  uq,,  172  et  §eq. 

ofaanrsd  by  Maearthor  with  inslailinhiiilislwii. 
188,  208, 401  and  note,  418  et  109.,  606. 
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Hnnter,  John  (Qoyernor) 
warrant  of,  for  aMemUSnsr  ooart«  martial,  190, 

200,  aoi. 

sentixuentfl  of,  respecting  Maoarthar,  211  and 

note,  226,  227,  418  et  Mf. 
anonymous  pamphlet  respecting,  213,  214,  281, 

240  and  note, 
birds  and  seeds  sent  to  Enfrland  by,  SU. 
recalls  assigned  convicts  to  public  labour,  218. 
recommendation  of  Lieutenant  Kent  by,  296. 
King  as  successor  to,  384,  638,  788. 
Rev.  R.  Johnson's  good  wishes  for,  437. 
Suxseon  Arjidell's  eulogy  of,  438. 
Bev.  S.  Marsden's  praises  of,  442. 
compUdnto  of,    respecting  Captain  Townson, 

449,  787. 
requires  additional  medical  assistance,  449. 
river,  named  after,  481. 
public  orders  of,  approved,  489. 
instructions  sent  to,  r«  public  expenses,  612  and 

note, 
voyages  of  Cook  and  Vanooaver,  sent  to,  by  Port- 
land, 520. 
thanked  by  Banks  tor  collection  of  seeds,  Ac, 

582. 
and  Judge-Advocate  I)ore,  648  e<  seg,  580, 660. 
and  the  Nichols  trial,  660, 681  and  note,  608, 609, 

627,  658,  659,  660. 
anonymous  charges  against,  686  and  note,  687, 

741  and  note,  742. 
instructed  by  Duke  of  Portland  to  reply  thereto, 

087. 
officers' letter  to,  re  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  661,  662. 
reply  of,  thereto,  668.  664. 
on  seditious  characters,  665. 
aaks  instructions  rt-  disposal   of  Qovemment 

cattle,  667. 
advocates  more  frequent  interoourse  with  Eng- 
land, 667. 
on  the  Hawkesbury  flood,  668. 
and  Sir  Samuel  Bentham,  678  and  notes,  074, 

075. 
on  prospects  of  naval  officers  stationed  in  New 

South  Wales,  689,  703. 
disregard  of  orders  of,  691  and  note, 
and  colonial  exploration,  693. 
and  oolonists  from  India,  607. 
and  the  convicts  by  the  Hillsborough,  700,  701. 
0elf^m>pointed  to  command  the  Bollalo,  702. 
and  colonial  accounts  and  returns,  715,  788. 
personal  description  of,  780. 
to  extend  pecuniary  assistance  to  missionaries, 

731. 
and  the  officers'  trading  agreement,  784  and 

note,  744  and  note. 
aJleged  neglect  of  Norfblk  Island  by,  737. 
recalled  to  England,  788. 
to  be  succeeded  by  P.  G.  King,  788. 
reply  of,  to  anonymous  ohacges,  741  and  notes, 
letters  from— 
to  P.  G.  King,  5,  85,  206. 
to  Paterson,  17. 
to  Macarthur,  27,  29,  70, 121, 12S. 


Hunter,  John  (Goyemor) 

letters  from— 
to  the  Duke  of  Portiand,  80,  88, 42,  45.  46.  48, 

64,  69,  71.  75,  76,  82,  83,  85,  87,  89,  99,  101, 

102,  129, 137,  166, 174,  180, 183,  214,  223,  231, 

277  284,  343,  859,  863,  365,  385,  408,  4W.  448. 

449;  476,  483,  492,  504,  647,  579,  658,  666,  686, 

690,  700,  715,  740,  741. 
to  Under-Secretaiy  King,  44,  72, 186, 177, 179, 

209,  229,  898,  508,  701. 
to  Nepean,  90,  278,  807,  474,  702. 
to  Atkins,  126. 
to  Bahnain,  481. 
to  Dere,  009,  611. 
to  officers,  611. 
to  Bentham,  678. 
to  Banks,  819. 
letters  to— 
from  Indian  officials,  2. 
from  King,  22,  25. 

from  liacarthur,  26,  28,  67,  71, 120, 122, 129. 
from  Duke  of  Portland,  60,  91,  95, 98, 188, 190, 

198,  196,  291,  293,  801,  857, 376, 489, 512, 519, 

636,  653,  665, 738. 
from  Palmer,  lOa 

from  Balmain,  102,  480,  460,  461,  709. 
from  Collins,  102. 
from  Banks.  202,  582. 
from  Williamson,  408. 
from  Rev.  R.  Johnson,  432, 619. 
from  Under-Secretary  King,  517. 
from  Waterhouse,  622. 
from  officers,  661. 
from  A.  C.  Seymour,  697. 
from  London  itlssionary  Sodety,  781* 

Hunter's  Isles 
discovered  by  Flinders,  798. 

Hunter  Biyer 
discovery  of,  347,  481,  727  and  note. 

Ilfidia 
New  South  Wales  convict  expreea  as  Indian 

army  rocruits,  2,  8  and  note,  69,  227,  292.  301. 
live  stock  hnported  from,  39. 
emigration  from,  suggested,  697,  698,  609. 
Bengalese  convicto  for  New  South  Wales,  698. 
coal  sent  from  New  Soath  Wales  to  Bengal,  717. 
exportation  of  spirits  from,  726,  729,  736  and 

note. 

Indispensable 
female  convicts  by,  57. 

Infanta  Amelia 
a  Spanish  prize,  rechristened  the  Porpoise,  723 

and  note, 
plant-cabin  to  be  transferred  to,  724. 

Innes,  Hajor-Geneval 
commandant  at  Chatham,  406  and  note. 

Instructions 
Ring's  dormant  commission,  381. 
to  Commissaiy  Flalmer,  600,  501,  502,  503. 
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iBBtniGtioiis 

to  Hunter,  re  public  expenaes,  512. 
disregarded  by  Hunter,  6S7, 

Inring,  J. 

aaeistant  sutyeon,  07,  236, 451. 

Iron 

supply  of  required,  179,  230. 

Jamieioii,  Jolui 

superintendent  »t  Norfolk  Island,  2S  (noteX 

Jftmiflon,  ThomMi  Asiiitant  Snxgioa 
to  have  land  grant  at  Norfolk  Island,  6. 
his  grievances,  22, 28  and  notes,  24,  86,  48. 
conduct  of,  approved  by  King,  23. 
superseded  by  Assistant  Surgeon  Oonsidine,  28. 
requests  Philip  to  represent  his  esse  to  Prin- 
cipal Secretuy  of  State,  68. 
at  Sydney,  382. 

Jerria  Bay 
visited  by  Baas  in  the  whaleboat,  815,  863. 

Jeweioii,  John 
an  outlawed  convict,  207. 

Johnson,  The  Bev.  Bichnrd 
money  remitted  to,  by  Gospel  Sodet}',  2. 
position  of,  in  New  South  Wales,  00. 
appointed  magistrate,  137. 
on  progress  of  education  in  New  South  Wales, 

184. 
and  expenses    incurred  by,   for  erection  of 

churcn,  102. 
and  the  Britannia  inquiry,  240. 
application  of,  for  leave  of  absence,  416. 
opiNMition  to  ministrations  of,  483,  434. 
diurch  built  by,  wilfully  burnt,  405  and  note, 

605. 
and  Judge  Advocate  Dore,  576. 
and  the  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  006,  617, 610,  627. 
ilhiess  of,  712. 

difficulties  encountered  by,  716. 
and  the  missionaries,  732. 
letters  from— 

to  Gospel  Society,  184. 

to  Portland,  416. 

to  Hunter,  432,  610. 
letters  to— 

from  Rev.  J.  Newton,  00. 

Johnson,  WUUani 
evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  503, 507 
the  public  executioner,  503. 

Johnston,  Qeorvo 
to  relieve  King  at  Norfolk  Island,  5  and  note, 
appointed  aide-de-camp,  137, 177,  660  and  note. 
Hunter's  oommendation  of,  176,  400. 
son  of,  recommended  by  Hunter  for  ensigncy  in 

New  South  Wales  Corps,  IH,  401,  692. 
passports  issued  by,  100. 
and  Judge  Advocate  Dore,  575. 
gives  Isaac  Nichols  a  good  character,  600,  627. 


Jones,  ThoBiAs 

Rev.  S.  Clode  murdcved  by,  708, 711. 

Jonston,  John 

boatswain  of  the  Britannia,  251. 
depoaiti<m  <rf,  re  treatment  of  convicts,  25L 

XnhlSyBnny 

and  the  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  585,  587,  S^  624. 
gaoler,  at  Slydney,  501. 

Keltov,  ▼iUiam 

private  in  New  South  Wales  Corps,  104. 
witneaa  in  Marqula  Oomwallia  ioquliy,  104. 

Kent's  Gronp 
paaaed  by  Flinders,  772. 

Kent,  Lientenant  'Vmiinm 
oommanderof  the  Supply,  SS6,  279, 600. 
on  the  unseaworthy  state  of  the  Supply,  296, 600, 

and  note, 
and  the  wreck  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  300. 
member  of  Vice-Adroiralt}'  Court,  4M. 
and  Judge- Advocate  Dore,  502,  676L 
member  of  court  for  trial  of  lasac  Nichols,  5SI, 

020,  688,  684,  685. 
tranaf erred  ftom  the  Supply  to  the  BoflUo,  690. 

708. 
letter  from — 

toNepean,286,308. 

King,  P.  O.  (Identenftnt-Ooremor) 

on  education  at  Norfolk  laland,  1. 

ill-health  of,  5.  and  note,  25,  85,  42,  78, 179, 19S> 
207,228,202,656. 

comments  of,  on  Norfolk  Island,  7, 142  et  teq, 

supports  establishment  of  a  dvi]  coort  at  Nor- 
folk Island,  15. 

f6rwards  Assistant-Surgeon  Jamleaon'a  state- 
ment, 22. 

application  of,  for  sick  leave,  25. 

passage  of,  to  England,  on  the  Britannia,  76, 
206. 

arrival  of,  in  England,  906,  206,  2SL 

native  plants  sent  to  Banks  by,  214. 

recapitulates  his  services,  221, 222. 

Phillip's  approval  of,  221,  222. 

Dundas's  commendation  of,  222. 

property  of,  228, 405. 

claims  of,  to  prcnnotfon,  223L 

contemplates  resigning  UeuteBant-Croremor- 
ship,  802. 

dormant  commission  of,  851,  353,  881. 

mentioned  as  Hunter^s  suooeasor,  884, 6SS. 

Rev.  S.  Marsden's  opinion  of,  487  and  note. 

on  the  sea-going  qualities  of  the  Porposse,  54i. 
545,646. 

intending  passenger  by  the  Walker,  635  and 
note,  686. 

sentiments  of,  respecting  Paterson,  647  and  ooie. 

allowance  to,  657. 

presented  by  Philip  with  live  stodc,  67S. 

expenses  of,  incurred  by  detention  of  Porpoise. 
670,  705,  722,  748. 
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JQng,  P.  0.  (Lientenant-OoTenior) 
provision  made  for  his  family,  680. 
eldest  son  of,  704  and  note,  724,  725,  739. 
on  the  design  of  the  Porpoise,  710, 720,  721. 
well  disposed  towards  missionaries,  732. 
projected  departure  of,  in  the  Speedy,  738. 
money  advanoed  by,  to  Edward  Wise,  wearer, 

748  and  note, 
letters  from— 

to  PorUand,  7,  25,  221,  722. 

to  Clark,  9. 

to  Hunter,  22,  25. 

to  Nepean,  206. 

to  Banks,  214,  301,  481,  484,  407,  510,  538,  530, 
542,  544,  644,  646,  648.  653,  656,  658,  675, 
679.  704,  706,  718, 723,  738. 

to  Under-Secretaiy  King,  404,  640,  724,  748. 

to  Hamond,  544,  719,  720. 
letters  to— 

from  Hunter,  5,  35,  206. 

from  Bampton,  8. 

from  Nepean,  206,  721,  725. 

from  Under-Secretaiy  King,  494,  671. 

from  Suttor,  499. 

from  Moss,  657,  680. 

from  Phillip,  678. 

King,  Philip  Parkar 
son  of  Ueutenant-Govemor  King,  704  and  note, 
724,  725, 730. 

JOng,  Under-Seeretury 
letters  from— 
to  White,  63,  876. 
to  Transit  Oommissioners,  192,  103,  208,  285, 

417,  635,  726. 
to  GasUexvagb,  418,  482. 
to  P.  O.  King,  494,  67L 
to  Banks,  515. 
to  Hmiter,  517. 
to  CottreU,  648,  667. 
to  Nepean,  648. 
to  Brownrigg,  640. 
to  Calvert,  726. 
letters  to— 
from  Hlbbins,  11. 
from  Hunter,  44, 72, 180, 177, 179, 200, 229, 396, 

503,  701. 
from  Patrickson,  67. 
from  Lewis,  189. 
from  MUeham,  148. 
from  Fitspatrick,  161. 
from  Transit  Commissioners,  281,  391,  413, 

417,  629,  610,  606. 
from  Banks,  382,  496,  516. 
from  P.  O.  Kinur,  404,  640,  784,  748. 
from  Castiereagh,  480,  488,  531. 
from  Dore,  488. 
from  PaterBon,  652. 

Kissing  Point 
muster  at,  185. 

•ettlers  at,  to  provide  labour  for  road  making, 
188. 


Kissing  Point 
origin  of  the  name,  188  (note), 
condition  of  settlen  at,  374. 
church  at,  706. 

Labour 
houra  of,  61,  79,  884,  416,  486,  408,  678. 

Lacey,  James 
evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  580, 
586,  615, 625. 

Lady  Kelson,  The 
a  similar  vessel  to  be  built,  663,  656. 
date  of  sailing  of,  from  England,  676,  705. 
suitable  for  colonial  survey  work,  724,  738  and 
note. 

Lady  Shore,  The 
transport,  with  despatches,  191. 
passage  for  recruits  by,  198. 
cargo  of,  195. 
surgeon  for,  199. 

passage  for  Ensign  Prater  by,  208. 
ill-behaved  soldiers  on,  205. 
mutiny  on,  855,  301  et  seq,  413  et  9eq. 
distress  occasioned  by  loss  of,  727, 

Laing,  Surgeon's  Kate 
passenger  on  the  Dedalus,  56. 

Lambert,— 
chief  officer  on  the  Lady  Shore,  302,  414. 

Lancashire,  John  William 
death  sentence  passed  on,  688  and  note, 
evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  601  and 

note,  626 
petition  of,  617, 618. 
letter  of,  to  Kent,  620. 

Lancaster,  The 

convoy  for  Indiamen,  666, 058. 

Land 
cultivation  of  at  Norfolk  Island,  147. 

Land  Grants 
to  Assistant-Suigeon  Jamison,  6. 
informal,  to  convicts,  167,  217. 
to  private  soldiers,  170. 
to  free  settlers,  411. 
to  George  Suttor,  610. 

Lane  Cove 

muster  at,  186. 

Law 
Judge  Advocate  Hlbbins,  5, 12. 
stationery  required,  488. 
Hunter's  difference  with  Judge* Advocate  Dore 

biSetaeq, 
complications  in  administration  of,  580. 
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Lajcock,  Tliomas 
of  New  South  Wales  Corps,  defsadMit  v.  Boiteo, 

88. 
and  the  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  611  (note). 

Leeds,  AisiBtant-Surffeon 
sttcoeeded  by  Wentworth,  44. 
passenger  on  the  Britannia.  284. 

Lewis,  Mr. 
a  painter  of  subjects  in  natural  hittoiy,  S68. 

Lewie,  Under  Seoretary 
of  War  Office,  180. 
on  recruits  from  the  Savoy,  108. 

Liberty  FUOns 
muster  at,  186. 
settlers  at,  to  provide  labour  for  road  making, 

condition  of  settlers  at,  871. 

Lime 

manufacture  of,  170. 

Little  Bay 
Bass  anchors  in,  813  and  note. 

Liverpool,  Lord 
and  Sir  Joseph  Banlcs,  882  and  note. 

Live  Stock 
owned  by  Government,  80, 181,  088,  087. 
hosrs  issued  to  settlers,  80  and  note,  180,  181. 
by  the  Endeavour,  61,  62  and  note,  282. 
owners  of,  to  furnish  returas,  82,  288,  417. 
owned  by  Maearthur,  68,  7L 
flourishing  state  of,  78, 100,  203,  485,  605. 
returns  respecting,  81, 00,  277,  287, 841.  462, 716. 
supplies  of,  from  the  Cape,  00, 186, 100, 286, 287, 

288,  287,  800,  367.  608,  604,  618, 610,  701. 
necessity  for  strict  attention  to,  05. 
Macarthur's  scheme  respecting,  135, 186. 
at  Noriollc  Island,  160. 
hogs  at  Phillip  Island,  161, 181. 
goaU  and  poultry  at  Norfolk  Island,  152. 
owned  by  settlers,  181. 
importation  of  draught  catUe,  182. 
destroyed  by  convicts,  226. 

Live  Stock 
Captain  Hogan's  proposal  respecting,  290  and 

note,  800. 
destroyed  by  dogs,  812 
discovery  of  wild  cattle,  347,  730. 
superintendents  of  herds  requisite,  348,  603,  604. 
difficulty  of  preserving,  380. 
affected  ty  bush  flies,  066. 
lost  in  flood  at  The  Hawkesbury,  668  and  note, 
presented  by  Phillip  to  P.  O.  Kiiig»  67& 
inadequate  as  food  supply,  688  and  note. 


Long  Voee  Bdat 
discovwy  o^  814, 3S8,  808  and  note. 

Long,  Under  Seeietary 
and  the  Porpoise  plant-cabin,  407. 

Low  Head 
entrance  to  Port  Dalxymple,  777. 

Lneae,  Lieutenant  Janee  Hnat 
member  of  court' for  trial  of  laaac  NidHl8»&$l, 
662.  ^^ 

Lnz,  St.  Ann,  The 
engsged  as  a  transport,  640. 
Gsptain  Abbott  and  Ensign  Piper  pawengets 

Hacarthnr,  Captain 
dispute  of  with  Bahnain,  re  mHitarr  <ntete, 

10,  20,  21,  22. 
receives  a  challenge  from  Snigeon  !*■»*«■«",  9, 

22. 
wishes  to  resign  appointments  other  than  mili- 
tary, 27  and  note. 
Hunter's  sentiments  regsvdiiig,  27,  UL  11%  211 

and  note,  226,  227,  401  and  note,  418, 4i6. 
resignation  of,  28,  41, 132. 
his  opinion  on  maintenance  of  convict  labomcts^ 

68. 
farm  and  live  stock  of,  68, 71. 
his  offer  to  support  his  convict  laboaren,  71. 
requesting  clotliing  for  convict  servnala,  71, 8^ 
request  of,  for  nails,  71, 82. 
dissatisaBd  with  Hunter's  action  re  Us  com. 

plaints  against  Atkins,  110  et  mq, 
charges  Hunter  with  msJadminlstBatMn,  1^ 

183. 
Hunter's  reply,  418  eC  aeq. 
scheme  of,  respecting  live  stock,  186, 186. 
and  AtUns,  172,  443  e£  M9. 
and  religious  observance,  440»  441. 
and  Karsden,  441. 
and  Judge-Advocate  Dore,  575. 
letters  from— 

to  Paterson,  110. 

to  Grose,  110. 

to  Hunter,  26,  28,  67,  71, 120, 122, 120. 

to  Collins,  123. 

to  Portland,  131. 
letters  to — 

from  Hunter,  27,  20, 70, 121, 128. 

from  Atkins,  121, 126. 

from  Collins,  124. 

Macartney,  Lord 
Governor  at  the  Cape,  610,  628  and  note. 

McDonald,  Hngh 
evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nibhois,  S0«,6OS, 


McDoBgall,  Andrew 
free  settler,  285. 
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McOisnis  or  XcKennif ,  John 

timiMf errad  from  Plymouth  to  New  Sooth  Wales 
CooiM,  298,  476, 496  and  note  497, 514  Mid  note 
519. 

McKelltr^Veil 

of  New  Soath  Wales  Oorps,  defendant  r.  Boston, 

8& 
in  charge  of  detaohment  at  the  Hawkasbuiy, 

238. 
member  of  Cooit  for  trial  of  Isaac  Nieholf,  684, 

eas. 

Maoqnarie  Harbour 

passed  by  Flinden,  801  (note) 

Macqvaen,  ThomM 

schoolmaster  at  Norfolk  Island,  1,  2  (note) 


Britannia  loading  stores  for  New  Sooth  Wales 
ax,  2. 

Magistrates 

Rev.  R.  Johnson  and  BalmaJn  appointed,  187. 
office  of,  usurped  by  militaiy  oOoers,  171, 172, 

212. 
passports  issued  by,  199. 

Maize 

See  "ConL" 

Mancell,  Thomas 
private  in  detachment  of  New  South  Wales 

Oorps  on  the  Britannia,  268. 
death  of,  269. 

Mansfield,  James 
evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  686, 624. 

Margarot,  Kavrioe 
one  of  the  Scotch  martyrs,  47. 
application  of,  to  Qrose  for  liberation,  228. 
Grose's  reply,  228,  229. 

Marine  Corps 

settlers  from,  219. 
CoIlinar8nuikin,412.  * 

Marka  Point 
and  Bass's  whaleboat  voyage,  817  (note> 

Marqnis  GomwalliSy  transport 
mutiny  on,  4  and  note,  6  and  note,  82, 44, 48, 102, 

€tuq. 
armed  with  guns  from  the  Sirius,  6  (noteX 
letters  by,  74 
cattle  by,  from  the  Oape,  608, 604. 

Marsden,  Bev.  Samuel 
forwards  letter  from  lieutenant  Qovemor  King 

to  8.  P.  G.,  1. 
testimony  of,  in  favour  of  Atkins,  127. 
inquiry  by,  tv  setUers*  grievanoes,  870  et  mq. 
assistant  to  Bev  B.  Johnson,  486. 
remarlcB  of,  on  morsUty  of  the  Colony,  489,  440, 

441,  442. 
treatment  of,  by  Uacarthur,  44L 


Karsden,  Bev.  Samnel 
totter  attributed  to,  486. 
and  Judge  Advocate  Dore,  576. 
and  the  missionaries,  782. 

]Carshall,W.H. 
intending  emigrant  from  India,  699. 

Martin,  Ambrose 
agent  of  Gospel  Society,  L 

Martin,  James 
private  in  New  South  Wales  Oorps,  103. 
witness  in  Marquis  Cornwallis  inquiry*,  103. 

Mercniy^The 
American  ship,  844  and  note. 

Middleton,  Charles 
OomptroUer  of  the  Navy,  75  and  note. 

MUeham,  Surgeon 
of  the  Ganges,  142,  286. 
treatment  of,  by  Ensign  Brock,  143. 
assistant  at  Parramatta,  382. 
to  return  to  Sydney,  672. 

Military 
convict  expirees  as  Indian  army  recruits,  2,  3 

and  note. 
Captain  George  Johnston  to  relieve  King  at 

Norfolk  Island,  6  and  note, 
dwelling   house  of  John  Baughn  wrecked  by 

soldiers,  16,  16  and  note,  17,  64  and  notes, 

66,  294  and  notes,  885  and  note, 
assumption  of  civil  functions  by,  171, 172,  212, 

213 
privileges  extended  to,  178. 

See  also  "  New  South  Wales  Corps." 

Mill 
atNorfolk  Island,  160. 
at  Sydney,  175,  284. 
at  Parramatta,  176. 
disabled  by  convicta  at  Sydney,  218. 
plan  of,  sent  by  Portland,  301,  20i. 

Millwright 

1  of,  234. 


Millbank  Prison 
designed  by  Howard  and  the  Bentham  Brothers, 
678  (note). 

Miller,  iniliam 
evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Issac  Nichols,  607, 627. 

Minchin,  Ensign 
conduct  of,  at  and  after  the  mutiny  on  the  Lady 
Shore,  392, 418. 

Minenra,  The 

delay  in  despatch  of,  417,  480,  529, 581  and  note. 

696. 
medical  charge  of  oodtIoIb  b7»  tf& 
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Haddock,  Rev.  C,  appointed  to  Norfolk  Ishuid, 

S  (noteX  4M. 
from  Otahdtie,  487,  707, 711.  7S1. 
on  tlM  monls  of  New  Sooth  Wales,  707. 
and  the  nativce,  712. 
at  Parramatta  end  Toongabble,  714. 
monetaiT  Mrietanoe  to,  731, 733. 
details  of  duties  of,  7S2. 
mode  of  llxiny  of,  73S. 

Xitehaa,  Jdhn 
house  of,  destroyed  by  incendiaries,  S34. 

psMed  by  FUnden  In  the  NorlMk,  769  sad  note. 

in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  103, 107. 

Xoon,  Thomas 
appointed  master  boat  builder,  115. 
member  of  Mce-Admirslty  Court,  454. 
evidence  of .  at  the  trkl  of  Issac  Nichols,  606,  e27. 

MorriB,  P«t«r 
olllcer  on  the  Ganges,  140. 

Xo«,K. 
official  In  Home  Department,  657  and  note. 


1Cilir,1 

escape  of,  in  the  Otter. ».  30, 47,  lOS. 
» toU  ■entenoe,  96,  111,  130L 


X«Ilfttt,Kn. 
and  the  Issao  Nichols  trial,  585, 500  and  note, 
601. 

XueUaoB,  Staoa 
secood  oflteer  on  the  Lady  Shore,  391,  41S. 

Xnrrmy,  Jokm 
mutineer  on  the  BMnrell,  454. 

Xntiiiy 
on  the  Marquis  Comwallis,  4  and  note,  5  and 

note,  32,  44. 48,  lot «(  M9. 
on  the  Bounty,  118. 
provisions  fOr  effectual  enforcement  of  the  Act, 

190,  SOO,  VSL 
at  Norfolk  Island,  222  and  note, 
attempted  by  onnYiots  on  the  Britannia,  SS, 

on  the  I^y  Shore,  391 H  ttq.,  413  H  9eq. 
on  the  Barwell,  453  e<  sef.,  484. 

VatiTM 
attacks  by,  at  the  Hawkesbory,  25  and  note,  26. 
white  men  Urinff  witti,  M,  907, 8001 
ontrases  committed  by,  207. 
and  the  crew  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  278, 761, 782 

€t$eq. 
BeuiikMi^  fai  Ki^ilMid,  290. 
and  the  misrionaries,  712,  732. 


Vantiliis,  The 
accompanieB  Flinders  to  Bess  Straits,  789  (note) 
ttfeq, 

Vand  Stores 
supply  of  required,  2S9. 

VaYUs,  JoliB 
mutineer  on  the  Barwell,  454. 

Velson,  Isaac 
schoolmaster  at  Norfolk  Island,  2  (noteX 

Velsott,  Lord 
and  battle  of  Abookir  Bay,  639. 

Vepean,  Eran  (Secretary  to  Adninlty) 
letters  from— 
to  Dawes,  55. 

to  P.  O.  King,  208,  721,  725. 
to  War  Office,  296. 
toComns,412. 
to  Bowater,  476,  519. 
to  Innes,  496. 
to  Brownrigg,  497. 
to  Avame,  497. 
to  Wfaidham,  514. 
letters  to— 
from  Phillip,  34,  50. 
from  Hunter,  90,  27S,  307,  474,  702. 
from  P.  G.  King,  201 
from  Kent,  286, 306. 
from  Under-Secretary  King,  64S. 

Vtw  Soatli  Vales 
chart  of,  71.  72  and  note,  347. 
piugiees  of,  73,  77,  203,  232. 
expeiMei  of.  82,  91,  96,  137.  210,  232,  234,  23S, 

294,  296.  348,  318,  386,  399,  476,  512,  CT ,  Ob. 

669, 686, 687,  734,  735,  736,  737,  738^ 
state  of  astUements  fai,  81, 92, 98,  lOBL 
neoessit>*  for  retrenchment  at,  97. 
Macarthur's  scheme  for  rendering  self-snppoit« 

ing,  135. 
monisat,  168, 176,  433,  434  «<  mq.,  487,  505,666 

and  note,  707, 714. 
Importation  of  maiae  fhn  Norfolk  Islnnd,  2S3L 
Waterhouse's  remarks  on,  28& 
expenses  of  tnnqMrtation  to,  378,  377. 
Sir  Joseph  Bsnka^  scheme  for  exploring,  SSIscd 

note,  481  ami  note,  491, 603  and  note, 
and  Norfolk  lAnd,  388,  389, 477. 
conrict  supetinfeendson  at,  478L 
a  letter  from  Sydney,  485. 
estimate  of  expenses  of,  for  1700L  5X2. 
Sir  Joseph  Bsnks'sopinton  of,  90!;  S3S. 
poverty  at,  547.  | 

copper  coinage  shipped  on  INnpaJR.ibr,  655 sad 

note,  856  and  nole,  74a 
ammunition  for,  666, 657. 
sedition  preralBng  at,  OBSl 


fleouent 
t,667. 

of,  in  event  of  Duedkeri 
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Hew  South  Wales 
destructive  storm  at  8ydne3%  670. 
importation  of  spiritB  into,  from  East  Indies, 

725,728. 
a  field  for  missionary  labours,  731,  732. 
duties  on  imports  to,  740. 
silver  coinage  requisite  for,  741. 
exploration  of,  819  et  teq. 

Hew  South  Wales  Corps 

outrage  by  soldiers  of,  15,  16  and  note,  17  and 
note.  18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  04  and  notes,  66,  294 
and  notes,  3^5  and  note,  430. 

officers  of,  indignant  at  conduct  of  Surgeon  Bal- 
main,  22. 

Rowley,  Thomas,  adjutant  of,  22  and  note. 

Brabyn,  John,  ensign  in,  34. 

proposed  augmentation  of,  52, 103, 194, 198, 205, 
649. 

composition  of,  65. 

Hunter's  opinion  of,  65. 

Portland's  reply  thereto,  204. 

muster  roll  of,  1795-96,  55  and  note,  194,  231. 

order  respecting  augmentation  of,  counter- 
manded, 196. 

undesirable  recruits  for,  65  and  note,  193. 

detachment  of,  for  Norfollc  Island,  70. 

additional  officers  for,  06. 

officers  of,  form  a  ciiminal  court,  18S. 

return  of  officers  of,  187,  336,  526. 

Ensign  Crofton,  192. 

service  of,  outside  colony,  194. 

embarkation  of  reinforcements  for,  201* 

Ensign  Prater,  203. 

return  of  pay  of,  231, 

Burne,  William,  lieutenant  in,  on  the  Britannia, 
241. 

unsoldierlike  conduct  of,  294. 

John  McGinnes,  private  in,  208,  476,  496,  497, 
514  and  note. 

and  the  Lady  Shore  mutiny,  301  et  teq. 

and  the  Barwell  mutiny,  454  et  seq. 

John  Brown,  private  in,  465. 

service  in,  for  English  offenders,  298,  476,  406 
and  note,  407,  614  and  note,  610. 

expirees  not  eligible  for  service  in,  640. 

barrack  utensils  required  for,  650. 
See  also'*  Officers." 

Vewton,  The  Bot.  John 

letter  from,  to  the  Rev.  Richard  Johnson,  00. 

Hew  Zealand 
natives  of,  as  flax  dressers,  153. 

Kichols,  Isaac 
Hunter's  comments  on  trial  of,  580  et  seq,,  658, 

660,  660,  663,  664. 
Hunter's  testimony  in  favour  of,  5S1. 
trial  of,  proceedings  at,  5S4  et  seq, 
defence  of,  at  trial,  506  et  seq, 
sentence  passed  on,  600. 
and  suspension  of,  600, 611. 


Vichols,  Isaac 
letter  of,  to  Court  of  Inqnir}',  616,  617 
Captain  Waterhouse's   comments  on  trial  of» 

623,  et  seq. 
Lieutenant  Flinders'  comments  on  trial  of,  62S 

etseq. 
officers'  comments  on  trial  of,  661,  662. 

Hinety-mile  Beach 
passed  by  Boss  in  his  whaleboat,  320. 

Horfolk  Island 
education  at,  1,  2  (note),  160. 
Captain  Johns<Mi  to  relieve  lieutenant-Governor 

King  at,  5  and  note. 
Hibbins,  Judge-advocate  at,  6  and  note,  11,  74. 
price  of  wheat  at,  456  and  note,  7,  666. 
land  grants  at,  6. 

return  of  officials  at,  6,  7, 145, 154,  310,  479. 
chaplain  required  at,  8. 
courts  of  Justice  at,  5  and  note,  12  and  note, 

13, 14,  85,  61,  74,  101,  404. 
food,  clothing,  tools,  hospital  neoessariee  for, 

35. 
detachment  of  Corps  sent  to,  70. 
insufficient  number  of  officers  at,  76. 
expenses  of,  82, 158,  888,  477,  478,  686,  736, 786» 

737. 
return  of  convicts  at,  145,  311. 
census  of,  146. 

cultivation  at,  147, 148, 140, 150,  234. 
bananas  and  sugar-cane  grown  at,  150. 
live  stock  at,  160,  311. 
pork  at,  151,  234,  348,  380, 400,  491,  692, 735 
self-supportinir  settlers  at,  152. 
goats  and  poultry  at,  152. 
capabilities  of,  as  a  colony,  153. 
flax  culture  at,  153, 154. 
hours  of  labour  at,  156. 
provisions  produced  at,  156. 
King's  suggestions  respecting,  156. 
settlers  supported  from  the  store  at,  1574 
public  buildings  at,  159. 
settlers'  huts  at,  160. 
climate  of,  160, 161,  486. 
births  and  deaths  at,  1791-96, 161, 
cloth  weaving  at,  191. 
King's  services  at,  221, 222. 
mutiny  at,  222  and  note, 
unneoessar}-  to  obtain  grain  from,  for  New  South 

Wales,  283. 
wheat  sent  to,  from  New  South  Wales,  234,  239 
Kent  suggested  as  King's  successor  at,  237. 
faUure  of  wheat  cultivation  at,  843, 400. 
ship  buUding  at,  forbidden,  343. 
disabUities  of  settlers  at,  344, 408. 
advantage  of  public  store  at,  344. 
expense  of  transportation  to,  376,  377. 
advice  to  settlers  at,  380. 
Wentworth,  assistant  surgeon  at,  882. 
impoverished  settlers  at,  899. 
printing  press  for,  404. 
boat  built  at,  406. 
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Norlblk  UlaBd 
"  fnttemia  sodety**  at,  408, 409,  410. 
inadequate  medUcel  staff  at,  461. 
convict  superintendents  at,  470. 
popnlation  of,  487. 
Fane  Edge,  acting  chaplain  at,  520. 
Isaac  Nichols  sentenced  to  transportation  to,  002. 
deficiency  of  clothing  at,  005, 087. 
scarcity  of  agitenltoiml  labonr  at,  000. 
profitable  wheat  crop  at,  ib, 
failure  of  maice  crop  at,  ifr. 
cotton  culture  at,  705,  700. 
religious  instruction  at,  732. 
Captain  TownsoD  as  lieatenant-gorecnor  of,  787, 
alleged  nagloot  of,  Xss  Hunter,  737. 

Norfolk,  Hoont 
named  by  FUnders,  790  and  note. 

Voriblk,I!ho 
voyage  of,  through  Baa  Stmit,  709  ee  seg. 
obssrraAlons  for  latttode,  leogitade,  and  vmrla- 
tions.818. 

Horthern  Boundary 
settlers  at,  to  provide  labour  for  road  making, 

oondiUon  of  settlers  at,  872. 

O'DonnoU,  Brian 
private  in  New  Sooth  Wales  Corps,  100. 
witness  at  Mssquis  Oomwallis  inquiry,  105. 

Oficort 
and  their  convict  servants,  40, 88, 84, 85, 290^  295, 

384,  385,  388,  898,  448,  490,  511,  784. 
invaUded,  43,  89. 

to  furnish  return  of  land  deared,  02. 
inefficiency  of,  78,  76. 
at  Norfolk  Island,  70, 80, 151. 
stock  and  land  held  by,  99. 
infQrmal  land  grsnts  by,  to  convicts,  107,  217. 
privileges  granted  to,  170. 
antagonism  of,  to  Hunter,  170, 171. 
assumption  of  civil  authority  by  military,  171, 

return  of.  New  South  Wales  Corps,  187, 838, 520. 

to  provide  labour  for  road-making,  188. 

as  traders,  109,  212,  224,  225,  340,  387,  405,  408. 

490,  551,  030,  037,  088.  089,  000,  091  and  note, 

734,  743. 
to  furnish  return  of  convict  servants,  290. 
agreement  entered  into  by,  406,  400. 
monopoly  exercised  by,  406  and  note,  080,  887. 
immoMl  conduct  of,  487. 
Hunter's  Queries  to,  respecting  Dore,  571  ti  aeq. 
answers  of,  thereto,  575. 
Hunter's  comments  on  oondnot  of,  588,  684. 
and  the  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  Oil,  068,  059,  000. 
as  retailers  of  spirits,  087,  089,  040,  745. 
to  Hunter  on  the  Niehols  trial,  081, 002. 
Hunter's  reply,  008,  004. 
prospects  of  promotion  for  naval  officers  in  New 

South  Wales,  089,  70S. 


Ofloon 
irreligious  ooodoet  of,  714. 
supply  of  wine  for,  798^  790l 
inquiry  demanded  by,  re  anonjmoos  charges, 

Orders,  Cknromment  and  Qonsral 
military  officer  appointed  to  Norfolk  Isbod,  2 

and  note, 
price  of  wheat,  4  and  note. 
Queen's  birthday  cdebiatloD,  6, 988. 
owaexB  of  flieHums  to  be  registand,  9. 
prohibiting  distillation  of  spiiita,  10,088. 
persons  polluting  the  watersimply  to  be  pun- 
ished, 10. 11,  200,  518,  631  and  notSL 
farm  laboorcis  to  assist  in  unloaiUBg  ston  ship, 

11  and  note,  49. 
■uppresrionof  robbery  under  aima.  Hand  note. 
Ooveraor  Hunter's  sentiments  laspectlng  mifi> 

tary  outrsge,  16, 10  and  note,  17, 18.  19l 
criminal  court  to  assemble,  18,  OS. 
oourt-martial  to  asssinble,  1& 
attacks  by  Hawkesbury  natives,  25,  20. 
white  men  Uving  with  natives,  SO,  207. 2S6L 
court-martial  dissolved,  28. 
execution  of  sanfesnce  of  oonrt^aaitial,  28  and 

note, 
notifying  liaearihur's  reaignatioD  of  lospeotor 

ship  ot  public  works,  29. 
muster  to  be  held  at  Panamatte  and  the 

Hawkesbury,  82,  60, 185, 190,  291. 
remitting  sentence  on  soldier,  88. 
unlioensed  pubUe-faoosss,  90. 
depredsitlons  ooBunifeted  in  gaidena  by  slnjk^ 

hogs,  37,  00, 195,  201. 
issue  of  dothing,  37, 187, 208,  288,  301,  382.377. 

870,081,882. 
appointing  D'ArqyWentworth  assistant  snrcaoB, 

vies  Leeds,  48. 
oorpsto  attend  executioo,  50  and  note,  08  and 

note, 
wheat  to  be  issued  in  lieu  of  flour,  SO. 
amnesty  to  prisgnsn,  60  and  note, 
store  receipts  not  to  be  used  as  cuzrenoir,  54. 
grain  not  to  be  paid  for  with  spirits,  54. 
withdrawal  of  assigned  servants,  57. 
muster  of  female  oomids,  57, 190. 
indiscriminate  sale  of  spirits,  evil  effect  of,  63, 

185. 
the  garrison  at  Panramatta,  60. 
unauthorised  boat-building,   S9,    60.   208  and 

note,  804. 
fixing  hours  of  convict  labour,  61  and  note,  3S4, 

410  and  note,  498, 678, 679. 
dvil  court  to  wsnible,  62. 
Prinoe  of  Wales'  birthday  odebration,  63  and 

note, 
appointing  Smyth  provost  marshall,  116. 290. 
appdnting  Stephenson  storekeeper.  115,  527. 
appointing  Moore  boat-builder,  115. 
appointing  fianrington  convict  superintendeot. 

115. 
appohiting  Captain  Johnston  aidenle-camp.  13:. 
appointing   Rev.    B.    Johnson   and   Bafansia 

magistrates,  137. 
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Ordfln,  OoTenuttont  uid  Oeiwnl 
appointiDg  liniUaiiiwii  oammlMiry,  187. 
frequent  robberies  neoeHltate  mora  gnol  aooom- 

modatlOD,  U8. 
issue  of  pcoviiioDS,  144,  888»  884. 
telse  certlflcstes  of  sentences  of  convicts,  163 

and  note,  164 
Sydnsy  divided  into  districts  and  houses  num- 

bered,166. 
appotntment  of  constables  and  watefamen,  166, 

182, 807,  618wid  note. 
Senenl  muster,  186,  291,  290,  358,  410. 
aeed  wheat  issued  to  settlers  to  be  repaid  from 

crops,  186. 
road  making,  188, 189, 192,  287,  290,  412. 
iBsne  of  certUloates  ol  freedom,  189,  208.  291, 

860,408,679. 
alteration  in  issue  of  rations,  190,  884,  494,  664 

and  note. 
iSxhiff  scale  of  wa^es,  196, 197,  204,  298. 
passpoits,  199, 804. 
fraudulent  conduct  of  bakers,  2D4. 
abseondiiig  oooviots,  »7, 726. 
notltying  Balmain's  appointment  as  surg:eon,  vice 

White,  206. 
settlers  to  assist  in  tlwtoUnflr  n^  gaol,  200. 
reward  for  discovery  of  authors  of  anonymous 

pamphlet,  231,  869. 
ration  of  fresh  pork,  280. 
owners  of  live  stock  to  furnish  return,  288,  417, 

580. 
return  required  of  area  cultivated,  284, 417,  580. 
officers'  servants,  200,  448. 
prevalence  of  forgeries,  804, 906. 
punishment  of  peijursis,  805. 
warning  to  intending  escapees,  307,  851. 
precautions  rs  bush  fires,  800. 
useless  dogs  to  be  destroyed,  812. 
reward  for  arrest  of  inoendiajries,  884w 
defaulting  debtors,  863. 
issue  of  wheat  in  lieu  of  sugar,  862. 
fixing  the  price  of  maixe,  877,  878. 
gnmxy  rssulatftons,  878. 
odvlce  to  Korfelk  Islaod  settlers,  88a 
interchange  of  assistant-sufgeons,  882,  672. 
convict  servants  assigned  to  ofBeers,  884,  896. 
appointment  of  Dore  as  Judge-Advocate,  402  . 
prevention  of  monopoly,  402. 
all  welgbts  and  measures  to  bear  the  Oovem* 

ment  stamp,  406,  447,  681. 
Dore  appohited  Governor's  secrstsiy,  407. 
approval  of  officers'  agreement,  406. 
prohibiting  formation  of  illegal  sodety,  409. 
seamen  on  shore  after  hours,  412, 418. 
verbal  agreements  undesirable,  446. 
renewal  of  spirit  vending  licenses,  447. 
non-observance  of  reKgion,  472. 
hog  breeding,  487. 

approval  of  Hunter's  orders  by  Portland,  489. 
the  church  burnt  down,  496  and  note, 
convicts  exempt  from  arrest  for  debt,  495. 
duties  of  female  convicts,  606. 


Ordon,  Oovernment  and  Gonoral 
offloera*  female  servants,  511. 
meeting  of  civil  court  postponed,  513,  514, 528. 
the  prevention  of  fires,  514. 
appointment  of  John  Oowan,  storekeeper,  vice 

Stephenson,  527. 
debts  to  be  recovered  in  dvil  court,  520. 
Nelson's  \ictoiry  at  Aboukir  Bay,  639. 
duration  of  sentence  of  Irish  oonvicts,  671. 
Surgeon  Wentworth  replaces  HUehaoi  at  Farra- 

matta,672. 
price  of  pork,  675. 

celebration  of  the  King's  birthday,  076. 
oonvening  a  meeting  to  confer  with  Hunter,  678 

and  note, 
dereliction  of  duty  by  consfeahies,  666  and  note, 
bad  conduct  of  female  omviots,  606,  685,  686 

and  note, 
warning  to  persons  harbouring  oocapoes,  725. 

Ordna&cs  and  ammunition 
supply  of,  for  the  Colony,  666,  667. 

Otahoite 
missionary  refugees  from,  487, 707  sad  note,  731 

Otter,  Th* 

Muir  effects  his  esiape  in,  29, 80, 47, 198. 


Otwny,  Wm.  A. 

transport  commissioner,  640. 

Ow«Bi,  Junes 

charged  with  mutiny  on  the  Barwoll,  454. 

Paine,  Daniel 
boatbuilder,  succeeded  by  Thomas  Moore,  116. 

Palmer,  Oommissary 
bearer  of  challenge  from  Balmain  to  Macarthur, 

21  and  note, 
projected  departure  of,  for  England,  72, 186. 
on  mode  of  keeping  aoooimts,  99, 100  and  note, 
and  Atkins,  124. 
pasaenger  per  the  Britannia  to  England,  166, 

177. 
and  Captain  Waterhouse,  288. 
increase  of  salary  to,  293. 
memorial  of,  342  and  note, 
instructions  to,  600,  601,  602,  503. 
letter  from — 

to  Atkins,  446. 

Palmer,  T.  P. 
one  of  the  Scotch  martyrs,  47. 
must  serve  full  sentence,  98,  111,  ISO  and  note. 

Park,Hnttgo 
and  colonial  exploration,  888  and  note,  481  and 
note,  486  and  note,  491,  698  and  note. 


granary  at,  30. 

muster  at,  32,  59, 185, 190,  217  291,  368, 410» 

garrison  at,  60. 
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Parramatta 
Barriniirton,  constable  at,  7i,  780. 
return  of  eiok  at,  116, 117. 
soldiers  stealing  from  Governor's  garden  at,  120 

et  aeq, 
erection  of  gaol  at,  130, 175,  220. 
passports  to  be  used  at,  166, 13S,  198. 
erection  of  mill  at,  175,  221. 
school  at,  184. 
settlers  at,  to  provide  labour  for  road  making, 

188. 
bush  fire  at,  220. 
stock-yard  built  at,  221. 
pubUo  works  at,  in  1797,  830,  840 ;  in  1796,  524  ; 

in  1799,  753,  754. 
condition  of  settlers  at,  870. 
storekeeper  at,  ilOA 
morals  at,  440,  441,  487. 
spirit  vending  licences  for,  447. 
inadequate  medical  staff  at,  451. 
non-obner\'ance  of  religion  at,  473, 487  and  note, 
population  at,  486, 749. 
church  built  at,  487  and  note, 
meat  supply  for,  488. 

Government  House  at,  damaged  by  stonn,  670. 
Wentworth  succeeds  Mileham  as  surgeon  at,  672. 
issue  of  clothing  for  oonriots  at,  681,  682. 
state  of  settlement  at,  return,  683,  684,  740. 
lawless  characters  at,  685  and  note. 

Patenon,  Captain 
Hunter's  remarks  to,  on  outrage  by  soldiers,  17 

and  note. 
Britannia,  storeship,  chartered  by,  60. 
projected  departure  of,  for  England,  86. 
despatches  ctf,  180. 
authority  of,  for  augmentation  of  the  New  South 

Wales  Corps,  193. 
to  inquire  into  trading  by  officers,  639, 640. 
to  return  to  colony,  640. 
King's  sentiments  respecting,  647  and  note, 
prospective  emolument  of,  648,  671  and  note, 
to  bo  Admiralty  Judge,  649. 
arrival  of,  in  New  South  Wales,  per  the  Walker, 

741. 
letters  from— 

to  Macarthur,  110. 

to  Brownrigg,  630. 
letter  to— 

from  under-secretaiy  King,  652. 

Patrickson,  Thomas 
owner  of  the  Gaages,  97, 140  (note), 
charges  of,  against  Ensign  Brock,  140. 

Peyton,  Admiral 
requested  by   Ensign   Brock   to  inquire  into 
charges  concerning  him,  142. 

PhllUp,  Artliur 
requesting  payment  of  expenses,  34  and  note. 
Captain  of  the  Alexander,  50. 
regulations  of,  rescindsd,  212. 
King's  services  approved  by,  221,  222. 


Phillip,  Arthnr 
and  Captain  Watoriiouse,  2S8. 
departure  of,  from  Sydney,  534  (note), 
and  plants  on  the  Atlantic,  534. 
cattle  presented  by,  to  P.  O.  King,  67& 
letters  from — 

to  Nepean,  81,  50. 

to  P.  G.  King,  678. 
letter  to— 

from  Assistant  Surgeon  Jamison,  53. 

Pliillipbnrsr 

a  settlement  at  Norfolk  Island,  159. 

PhilUp  Island 
adjacent  to  Norfolk  Island,  151. 
hogs  from,  181. 

Piedra,  Blanca 

sighted  by  Flinders  in  the  Norfolk,  804'(note). 

Pieman  SiTer 
passed  by  Flinders  in  the  Norfolk,  800  (note). 

Pigeon  House 
passed  by  Baas  in  his  whaleboot,  317« 

Pike^Hary 
abducted  by  Sir  Heniy  B,  Hayes,  281,  :2S2,  2SS 
and  note. 

Piper,  Ensign 
passenger  by  the  Lux  St  Ann,  652. 

Point  Perpendicolar 
passed  by  Bass  in  his  whaleboat,  315. 

Ponds,  The 
settlers  at,  to  provide  material  for  rood-making, 

188. 
condition  of  settlers  at,  871. 

Pork 

at  Norfolk  Island,  7,  61, 151, 180,  343,  401,  Q92, 

735. 
purchase  of,  at  Norfolk  Island  condemned,  51. 
purchased  from  American  ship,  101. 
price  of,  at  Sydney,  239,  297,  667,  675. 
ration  of,  280,  664. 

from  England,  on  the  Porpoise,  376,  401. 
rearing  swine  at  Sydney,  488,  493. 
prolonged  drought  affects  supply  of,  665^ 
received  in  Government  store,  669. 
by  the  Albion,  700. 

Port  Jackson 
shipping  returns,  653. 

Population 
morals  of,  134,  176  and  note,  183,  218,  433,  <SI 

et  seq.,  487,  605,  665,  666. 
at  Norfolk  IsUnd,  146,  154. 
musters  of,  168. 

at  Sydney  and  Parramatta,  486,  749. 
health  of,  505. 
seditious  characters  among,  065. 
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Forpaise,Tlie 
weAvinff  implemento  ahipped  by,  d7fi. 
elotliiDg  •hipped  by,  876. 
phutH»bln  on,  407  «ad  note,  479  and  note,  480 

and  note,  486.  407,  490  and  note,  508,  615, 527, 

536,  5S9,  540,  543,  644,  046,  656,  658,  672,  675, 

679,706,709,718,784,789. 
pork  Bent  by,  376,  491. 
list  of  seeds  in  plant-cabin  of,  496. 
to  load  cool  and  timber  for  the  Gape,  518,  619. 
detention  of,  590,  686,  646,  664,  666,  677,  679, 

680,705,748. 
bad  sea-going  qnalities  of,  684,  686,  637,  638, 

640,  641,  641,  546,  646. 
weight  of  plant  boxes  on,  642,  644. 
in  dook,  644,  647. 

ooal*boiing  plant  shipped  on,  649,  661. 
psssage  for  Banllier  on,  662  and  note, 
copper  oohiage  shipped  by,  665  and  note,  667, 671. 
ordnance  and  ammunition  shipped  on,  667. 
projected  departure  of,  668  and  note, 
departure  and  return  of,  disabled,  718. 
how  designed  and  built,  719,  720, 721. 
replaced  by  the  Infanta  Amelia,  728  and  note. 

Portluid,  Cape 
named  by  Hunter,  777. 

Portland,  Bake  of 
condemns  King's  purchase  of  pork  at  Norfolk 

Island,  51. 
on  extravagance  of  management  in  Now  South 

Wales,  91,  96,  298. 
Indian  army  recruiting  scheme  condemned  by, 

801. 
Hunter's  despsich  to  rt  the  Isaac  Nichols  trial, 

658,  659,  660. 
censures  Hunter  and  recalls  him,  738. 
letters  from<-~ 
to  Hunter,  60,  01,  95,  98,  188,  100,  198,  195, 
291,  293,  301,  857, 875,  489,  612, 519, 686, 663, 
655,788. 
toH.  DundAS,617,726. 
to  C.  F.  OfeTnie,  662. 
to  Board  of  Ordnance,  666. 
to  Admiralty  Ckmmissioners,  728. 
letters  to— 
from  P.  O.  King,  7,  25,  221,  722. 
from  Hunter,  30,  38,  42,  45,  46,  48,  64,  09,  71, 
75,  76,  82,  83,  86,  87,  89,  99,  101,  102, 129, 
137, 166,  174,  180,  183,  214,  228,  281,  277, 
284,  343,  350,  868,  365,  886,  408,  418,  448, 
440,  476,  483,  492.  504,  647,  579,  668,  665, 
686,  690,  700,  715,  740,  741. 
from  R.  Dundas,  111. 
from  Maoarthnr,  131. 
from  H.  Dundas,  196. 
from  Sinclidr,  209. 
from  Hogan,  299. 
from  Collins,  810. 
from  Rev.  R.  Johnson,  416. 


Potatoes 


See^'Orops." 
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Pound 
erection  of  ihnst,  201. 

Prater,  Suign 
to  have  a  passage  on  the  Lady  Shore,  203. 
and  the  mutiny  thereon,  894,  415. 

Prentioe,  Gaptain 
in  New  South  Wales  Corps,  206  (note), 
and  Judge-Advocate  Dore,  675. 

Presenration  Island 
wreck  of  the  Sydney  Gove  at,  277  (note),  75S 

(note),  760. 
visited  by  Fiinders  and  Bass,  774. 

Prince  of  Wales,  The 
transport,  62. 
dothing  by*  56. 
proceeds  to  China,  180. 
despatches  by,  214. 

Printing  Press 
required  for  Norfolk  IsUnd,  404. 

Prospect  Hill 
settlers  at,  to  provide  labour  for  road  making, 

188. 
condition  of  settlers  at,  878. 
explorers  arrive  at  and  depart  from,  828. 

ProYidenee,  The 
persons  landed  at  Norfolk  Island  from,  8  and 


Provisions 
from  India,  2,  60,  401. 
price  of  wheat,  4  and  note, 
at  Norfolk  Island,  4,  5,  6  and  note,  7,  86, 152, 

156, 158. 
by  the  Britannia,  49,  69,  233. 
exorbitant  prices  paid  for,  91. 
purchased  at  Bengal  and  Batavia,  94. 
supply  of,  from  England  for  1797,  96, 190. 
by  the  Ganges,  97, 233. 
purchased  from  an  American  ship,  101,  297. 
issue  of,  144,  806,  383,  884. 
high  price  of,  result  of  monopoly,  182. 
benefit  of  public  store  for  issue  of,  219, 844, 890, 

641,  642  and  note,  643,  602,  735. 
purchase  of  sugar  by  Hunter,  224  and  noteu 
fish  salted  in  the  colony,  288, 234  and  noteu 
price  paid  for  pork  at  Sydney,  289,  297, 667, 675. 
from  the  Gape,  by  the  Buffalo,  367. 
frauds  on  the  stores,  408. 
fresh  hi  lieu  of  salt,  612. 

ProTost»maarsha1 
appointment  of  Smyth,  vies  Brewer,  37,  88  and 
note,  85, 115,  296. 

Prnen,  Port 
visited  by  Flinders  in  the  Norfolk,  811. 

Public  Works 
at  Sydney  in  1797,  336,  837,  388,  330 ;  in  1798, 
621,  622,  528 ;  in  1799,  760,  761,  762. 
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Public  Worki 
at  Puramatta  In  17»7,  880,  340 ;  in  1798,  584, 

526 ;  in  17W,  753,  754. 
at  Toongabbie  in  1797,  341 ;    in  1798,  626,  696 ; 
in  1799, 764. 

Pnreell,  Henxy  James 
pHvate  in  detachment  of  New  South  Wales  Corps 

on  the  Britannia,  287. 
depoiitions  of,  re  treatment  of  convicts  on,  267. 

QneenlMroiigh 
a  settlement  at  Norfolk  Island,  150. 

Sam  Head 
pMsed  by  Bass  In  bis  whaleboat,  319. 
passed  by  Flinders  in  the  Norfolk,  81& 

Xathleigli,  Peter 
assists  in  proourlnfl^  plants  for  the  Colony,  479 
and  note,  480  and  note. 

Xatioiu 
to  soldiers  and  free  people,  16,  62,  494,  064 
(note.) 

issued  to  free  people  and  convicts,  16,  62. 190, 

306,  494,  496,  664  (note), 
to  soldiers  on  Marquis  Comwallis,  88. 
to  oonvicts  on  Marquis  Comwallis,  34. 
wheat  to  be  issued  in  liou  of  flour,  50. 
alteration  in  issue  of,  62, 190,  494,  664  and  note, 
issue  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  152. 
of  wheat,  reduced,  306. 
of  maize  issued  to  convicts,  333. 
original  standard  to  be  reverted  to,  334. 
wheat  in  lieu  of  sugar,  862. 
to  be  issued  to  Geoige  CUey,  517. 

KaTon,  Captain 
of  the  BritannU  2,  214,  284. 

Sebeoea,  The 
arrival  of,  from  the  Gape,  639. 

Bed  Point 
passed  by  Bass  in  his  whaleboat,  880. 

SeidiHngh 

flrst  officer  of  Marquis  Comwallis,  107. 
Mitness  re  mutiny  thereon,  107. 

Beliance,H.K.8. 
to  convey  militacy  officers  to  Norfolk  Island,  2 

and  note. 
Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  embark  on,  for 

Port  Jackson,  5. 
flour  reserved  for,  02. 

to  ship  live  stock  at  the  Gape,  90, 186  (oote)u 
Bass  sui)reon  on,  237. 
live  stock  from  the  Cape  by,  237  and  note,  238, 

277,  287  and  note, 
unseaworthy  condition  of,  807,  808, 846»  808, 408. 
defects  in  design  of,  719. 


Beligion 
Rev.  R.  Johnson's  oomments  on,  4SS. 
Surgeon  Amdell's  remarks  respecting,  438. 
Bev.  8.  Marsden's  observation  on,  430,  440,  441, 

487  and  note, 
neglect  of,  472,  478,  714. 
church  wilfully  burnt,  406  and  note,  605. 
foundations  of   St    Phillip's  and   St.  Jnhn's 

churches  laid,  605. 

Bemnant,  Jamee 
evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Isaac  Mfehols,  588, 624. 

Betnrn 

of  Norfolk  Island  officials,  6,  7, 146. 

of  state  of  New  South  Wales,  81,  92, 93, 68S,  684^ 

749. 
of  provisions  purchased  at  Bengal  and  Batavia, 

of  births  and  deaths,  flrst  half-year  of  1796, 94. 

of  sick  at  settlements  in  New  South  Wales,  116, 
117,  462,  710. 

of  civil  esUbfishments  of  New  Sooth  Wales,  138. 

of  oonviots  at  Norfolk  Istaind,  145. 

of  ground  cleared  at  Norfolk  Island,  140. 

of  grain  grown  at  Norfolk  Island,  140. 

of  live  stock  at  Norfolk  Island,  1501 

of  cost  of  rations  at  Norfolk  Island,  162, 158. 

of  expense  of  erecting  'public  buildings  at  Nor- 
folk Island,  159. 

of  bhrths  and  deaths  at  Norfolk  Uland,  1701-1706. 
161. 

of  officers  of  New  South  Wsles  Corps,  187, 33& 

of  New  South  Wales  Corps,  194. 

of  rates  of  wages,  196. 

of  piqr  of  New  South  Wales  Corps,  23L 

of  live  stodc  from  the  Cape,  277. 

of  Uve  stock,  81,  99,  287,  341,  452,  7l6w 

of  area  cultivated,  287, 841,  452,  716. 

of  UU)Our  at  Sydney,  886,  621,  760. 

and  Parrsmatta,  880,  524,  75SL 

and  Toongabbie,  341,  526,  754. 

of  births  and  deaths,  1797-08,  45S;  1708-1790, 
710. 

of  expenses  from  Sept  1,  1706,  to  June  80, 
1796,  478. 

mode  of  making  out,  687. 

irregular  transmission  of,  to  England,  715,  733. 

Xichardaon,  William 
schoahnaster  at  Norfolk  Island,  2  (note)i 
salary  paid  to,  184. 

BichardMn^Kr. 
officer  of  the  Marquis  CorawalUs,  4,  llOi 

Bickettt,  Thos. 
chief  oflkser  of  the  Britantua,  241. 
deposition  of,  re  treatment  of  oonvicts,  244, 245. 
Captain  Dennott's  regulations  for  guidance  of, 
272. 

Bidont,  William 
and  the  Macarthur- Atkins  quarrel,  124,  445. 
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Xoadf 
aMtgned  oonvicto  to  aailit  in  fomlog,  1S8, 189, 

from  Sydney  to  Pamiiutta,  188,  412. 
repair  of  public,  221,  237. 
suspension  <A  nuiking,  290. 

Boberti^W. 
midshipmMi  on  Marquis  Comwallis,  106,  UL 
witness  re  mntiny  thereon,  108. 

BobinsoBy 

ooniict  sttoniey,  728. 

appointed  Judge- Adyocates'  secretary  and  derk, 

pardoned  by  Hunter,  728. 

Soeky  Point 
passed  by  Flinders  in  the  Norfolk,  794  (note),  801 
(noteX 

Bowo,  Jm. 
a  free  setUer,  888. 

Sox1»urgh,Br.W. 
botanist,  and  friend  of  6lr  Joseph  Banks,  527 
and  note. 


imported  from  Oslcutta,  729. 

8a]keld,Cftptel]i 

of  the  Minerva,  090> 

Sanndisn,  JoMph 
outlawed  oouTict,  207. 

SaToy,  The 
a  military  prison,  66  and  note,  198. 

Sclumcky  John 
a  transport  commissioner,  640. 
and  the  Lady  Nelson,  668  and  note,  724, 725^ 

SclLOol 
at  Norfolk  Island,  160. 
at  Parramatta,  184. 

Sclioolmatter 
at  Norfolk  bland,  2  and  note, 
salaries  paid  to,  184. 
at  Kissing  Point,  706. 

Scotch  Hart jn 
Mulr's  escape  in  the  Ottor,  29,  30, 198: 
Hunter's  oonunents  on  conduct  of,  46,  47. 
deaths  of,  47. 
full  sentence  must  be  served  by,  98,  111  and 

note,  189,  218,  860  and  note. 
Margarot's  application  to  Orose  for  freedom,  228. 
reply  thereto,  228, 229. 
respective  fbtes  of,  780u 

Scott,  miliam 
master  of  the  Porpoise,  684  (note), 
on  the  sea-going  qualities  of  the  Porpoise,  687, 

646. 
King's  recommendation  of,  646. 


trade  in  skins  of,  unsuccessful,  717. 


■*C0T0 

Baas  lands  at,  in  his  whaleboat,  326  and  note. 

Seallsluid 
visited  by  Bass,  826. 

Semple,  Kajor 
and  the  Lady  Shore  mutiny,  205  and  note,  366 
and  note,  898,  414. 

Sorle,  AmhroM 
a  transport  commissioner,  640. 

Settlen 

price  demanded  by,  for  wheat,  4  and  note,  7. 

hogs  issued  to,  89. 

desirability  of  encouraging  industiy  of,  40, 41. 

and  convict  servants,  61  and  note,  67,  96, 164 
296. 

recruits  for  Indian  Army  from,  69. 

undesirable  class  of,  77, 133. 

debto  of,  81, 226. 

to  furnish  material  for  building  gaol,  139,  200. 

provisions  issued  to,  144. 

self-supporting  at  Norfolk  Island,  152. 

at  Norfolk  Island,  167, 160,  344,  346. 

to  assist  in  maintaining  order,  166  and  note. 

informal  land  grants  to,  167,  217. 

avarice  of,  160. 

to  return  from  crop  the  seed  wheat  issued  from 
store,  186. 

labour  for  road  making  to  be  furnished,  31, 188, 
189,290. 

exorbitant  wages  demanded  from,  Inr  free  la- 
bourers, 189  and  note,  197,  204,  298. 

agricultural  implements  issued  to,  191, 296. 

from  Marine  Corps,  219. 

losses  of,  from  bush  fire,  219. 

to  furnish  returns  of  live  stock,  283. 

area  under  cultivation  by,  284. 

passage  provided  for,  286,  302. 

grievances  of,  346,  866  €t  »eq, 

at  George's  River,  847  and  note. 

Iwnuagi'H  for,  on  the  Buffalo,  368  and  note. 

terms  of  settlement,  868  and  note,  410, 411, 696, 
699. 

impositions  on,  406. 

illegal  society  formed  by,  at  Norfolk  Ishmd,  400. 

prospecte  of,  609  and  note. 

ruined  l^  fiiawkesbury  flood,  668  and  note,  668. 

Hunter  requeste  aid  of,  in  building  gaol,  694. 

proposal  of,  from  Oalcutta,  607. 

church  built  at  Kissing  point  by,  706. 

Seymour,  A.  C. 
emigrant  from  India  to  New  South  Wales,  697. 

Shippings 
keel  of  brig  laki  by  Hunter,  35a 
returns  of,  at  Sydney  to  be  supplied,  663,  740. 

Shoal  HftTen 

discovered  and  named  by  Bass,  814  and  note. 
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8hore»  J' 
Indian  Government  ofBcial,  S. 

ShortUnd,  Li«iitemat  John 
pursuit  of  escaped  oonvicts  bv,  846  and  note, 
and  the  BarweU  mutiny  inqulxy,  464.. 
diooveiy  of  Hunter  River  by,  481, 488  and  note* 
and  Judge-Adrocate  Dore,  676. 


at  settlements  bi  New  South  Wales,  116, 117. 

Sidway,  Bobert 
first  colonial  theatre  built  by,  416  (note), 
evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichola,  618, 
618. 

Simpioa»  Soger 
and  the  BArwell  mutiny  inquiry,  464. 

Sinclair,  Sir  John 
member  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  800. 

Sirins,  H.H.S. 
gims  and  carriam  of ,  to  be  shipped  on  the 

Reliance,  6  and  note, 
voyage  of,  from  the  Ope,  646. 

Sisters,  The 
passed  by  Flinders  in  the  Norfolk,  815. 

Skinring,  William 
death  of,  47. 
full  sentence  must  be  served  by,  08,  111. 

Smith,  John 
free  settler,  285. 


Smith, ' 
evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nlehob,  606. 

Smyth,  Thomss 
succeeds  Brewer  as  provost  marthal,  87  and 

note,  38  and  notes,  86, 116,  296. 
and  Oaptain  Wateifacniae,  288. 
and  the  Barwell  mutiny  inquiry,  464. 
evidence  of,  at  the  trial  Isaac  Nichols,  606, 627. 

Snog  Core 

the  Norfolk  anchors  in,  770. 

Soap 
exorbitant  price  of,  866. 

Soldiers 
outrage  by,  15, 16and  note,  17 and  note,  18  tt  teq.y 

64,  66,  204  and  notes,  480. 
rations  of,  on  the  Marquis  GomwaDis,  38. 
conduct  of,  at  Sydney,  42. 
Invalided,  80. 

conduct  of,  on  Marquis  Ck>rawBlll8, 108. 
stealing  from  Governor's  garden  at  Parramatta, 

ISO,  et  geq. 
land  grants  to,  170. 
privileges  enjoyed  by,  178. 
conduct  of,  on  the  I^uly  Shore,  206,  856,  856. 


Soldiers 
OD  boanl  the  Gtages  and  BritKDiria,  2M  awl 

note, 
punished  by  servUode  hi  New  Soott  WUee 

Oorps,  208  and  note,  476, 406  and  note,  48T. 

Sonth  Cape 
passed  by  Flinders  in  the  Norfolk,  aOL 

Sonth  West  Cape 
passed  by  Flinders  in  the  Norfolk,  802  (notoV 

Sparkes,  Samnel 
evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Isaac  Ntefads,  608. 

Speedy,  The 
passage  for  P.  O.  King  by,  728  (noteX  7S8. 
wine  shipped  on,  for  oflloeis»  786. 

Spoke,  F. 
Indian  Government  official,  3. 

Spirits 
iUidt  distillation  of,  10, 106,  688  aMi  note,  74L 
nnlieensed  vending  of,  80L 
grain  not  to  be  paid  for  with,  64. 
indiscriminate  sale  of,  68, 100, 178. 
control  of  sale  of,  78,  400. 
evUs  arising  from  abuse  of,  185, 186^  211, 212, 2S. 
smuggled,  225, 

importation  of,  2S0,  857,  417, 664. 
exorbitant  price  of,  868,  727. 
importation  of,  duty  free^  880. 
lioenoes  for  vending,  447. 
vending  of,  during  hours  of  public  wonhip,  471 
sold  by  offloeia,  160,  212,  696,  687,  680, 610. 
imported  from  the  East  Indies,  726,  720. 
exportation  from  India  prohibited,  726, 798. 

Stationery 

Hunter's  allowance  for,    inadequate,  179  ud 

note,  290,  404. 
for  Norfolk  Island,  404. 
Bore's  inadequate  supply  of,  488,  404. 
amount  annually  granted  for,  796. 

Stephenson,  William 
appointed  storekeeper,  115. 
succeeded  by  John  Gowan,  687. 

St.  George,  Cape 
and  Bass's  whaleboat  royge,  814  and  note,  Sl< 
endnote. 


waiting  shipment  to  New  South  Wales,  Sm 
return  of,  to  be  forwarded  to  Eni^and,  611 
desiiabiHty  of  pubUc  store,  810,  844,3M,6tl. 

642  and  note,  643,  602. 
lost  by  flood  at  the  Hawkeebuiy,  668  and  note. 
See  also  "  ProvisionsL" 


at  Parramatta,  403. 

names  of,  in  New  Sooth  Wales,  470. 
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StarasMps 

Brituadm  S,  49, 88, 6i^  7S,  76,  8S,  86. 89^  90. 

Cera,  U  (noteX  80l 

Qjriph,  TiM,  58,  66, 177. 

PriBce  of  WalM,  The,  52,  56, 177. 

Albion,  064  (note). 

Stncluui 
prirate  In  detachment  of  New  South  Walei  OorfMi 
on  the  Brttaania,  864. 

Stntt,  Charles 
private  in  New  Sooth  Walee  Oorpe,  106. 
witnc«  at  Marqids  OoniwalUs  inqoiiy,  106. 

Svgir 
exoiUtant  prtoe  of,  IM,  808,  727. 
panhaaad  by  Hunter,  824  and  note,  618. 
■apply  of,  ezhaneted,  862. 
ration  of,  iasaed,  664. 
a  saperfluooe  article,  688  and  note. 

SngacsiMuie^  The 
false  oertifloatea  of  gantences  of  oonvicte  by,  168. 

Sngar-caae 

See"Cropi,* 

Sugaxloaf  Point 
paeeed  by  Flinders  In  the  Norfolk,  796b 

Superintendonts 
how  employed,  477. 
where  atotloned,  470. 
of  Uve  stock,  608. 

Supply,  The 
takee  provisiona  to  Norfolk  Iiland,  42, 68. 
to  ship  live  atock  at  the  Gape,  90, 186  (noteX 
deapotfdMe  l^,  282. 
liveatook  ftam  the  Gape  1^,  886, 277. 
unseawortby  condition  of,  286,  278,  279,  280, 

286,  287, 807  and  note,  846,  408. 
Lientenant  Kent,  commander  of,  279, 600. 
condemned,  690. 

Surgeon 
Jamison,  Tbcsi,  aMfstaat  at  Norfolk  Islaiid,  6, 

22, 28  and  notes,  24. 
Bahnain,  principal,  19,  96,  176,  191,  208,  460, 

461,  482  and  note. 
Cooslden,  assistant  at  Norfolk  Island,  28. 
Atnddl,  Thos.,  85, 129,  866,  488, 461. 
Leeds,  assistant,  sacoeeded  by  Wentworth,  44, 74.- 
Wentworth,  44,  74,  888, 072. 
White,  assistant,  97, 191,  206. 
Irvinp,  J.,  97,  286,  461. 
Hileham,  James,  assistant,  97, 162, 286  and  note, 

888,072. 
Fitspatrick,  Jamea,  161. 
quarters  built  for,  281. 
Bass,  Geors^  287. 
Thorpe,  John  Thomas,  468. 
duties  of,  on  trsnsports,  482. 


Sutter  (Snttor),  George 
afraesetUer.  888,  888 and  note,  411, 606. 
in  charge  of  Porpoise's  plant«abfai,  485,  497. 499 

and  notes,  684,  078. 
instructions  to,  486  and  note, 
land  grant  to,  610. 
Banks's  recommendation  of,  688. 
present  made  to,  by  Btaika,  646. 
his  gratitude  to  Banks,  072. 
letter  from— 

to  P.  O.King,  490. 

to  W.  Alton,  607. 

to  Banks,  514,  072,  709,  789. 

Sydney 
town  at  Norfolk  Island,  1. 
New  South  Wales,  retun  of  siok  at,  116, 117. 
erection  of  gaol  at,  189, 176,  806. 
division  of,  into  districts,  166, 881, 480. 
numbering  of  houses  at,  166  and  note,  176, 221. 
erection  of  mill  at,  176. 
muster  at,  185, 190,  217,  291,  868,  410. 
road  from,  to  Duck  River,  188. 
public  works  at,  in  1797,  886, 887,  888,  889, ;  in 

1798,  521,  522,  528 ;  in  1799,  760,  751, 752. 
Jamison,  Thos.,  assistant  surgeon  at,  882. 
defences  of  harbour,  890 
licenses  to  retaU  spirite  at,  447. 
non-observanoe  of  religion  at,  478. 
a  letter  from,  485. 
population  of,  486,749. 
meat  supply  for,  488. 

church  at,  burned  down,  486  and  note,  505. 
temporary  church  at,  505. 
prices  current  at,  509. 
shipping  returns  respecting,  668. 
log  gaol  at,  burnt,  669  and  note, 
replaced  by  stone  one,  060. 
issue  of  clothing  to  convicto  at,  081, 682. 
state  of  settlement  at,  return,  92,  088, 084,  749. 
lawless  characters  at,  086  and  note. 

Sydney  Bay  Oforfblk  laland) 
accommodation  for  ships  at,  100. 

Sydney  Cove,  The 

wreck  of,  2n,  278  and  notes,  809,  304,  474  and 
notes,  757  €t  teq.  and  notes. 


Sydney,  Lord 
wanttah  plant  i 


nt  to,  by  King,  214. 


Sylph,  The 
stornhip,  52. 

clothing  by,  50, 188,  229,  604,  700. 
duplicate  despatches  l^,  215. 

Table,  Cape 
passed  by  Flinders  in  the  Norfolk,  793. 

Tabor,  Thomai 
schoolmaster  at  Norfdik  Isbnd,  2  (noteX 
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Tank  BtrMin 
pollution  of,  10, 11,  806,  618,  581  woA  note. 

Teheuui's  TToid 
pMMd  by  Flindwn  In  tbt  Norfolk,  80& 

Taimaa  Iiluid 
and  th«  ^oy^sfi  of  the  Norfolk,  818  and  notow 

Tftjrlor,  Joseph 
evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Iimmo  Nichols,  580, 
500,624. 

Tea 

exorbitant  price  of,  968,  727. 

Thofttro 
built  by  oonvlct,  416  and  note; 

Thompoon,  Jokn 
teetinumy  of,  in  favour  of  Atkini,  1S8, 

TkomiOE,  Jm. 

free  letUer,  858. 
Msiatantmnreon  at  Sydney,  382. 

Thorp,  iniUam 
miUwrigfat,  124. 
and  Atkine,  445. 

Thorpe,  John  Thomae 
fluri^eon  of  the  Barwell,  468. 

Timber 
Colonial  oedar  tent  to  England,  717. 

Timmi,  Kartin 
official  at  Norfolk  Island,  35. 

Tobftooo 

exorbitant  prloe  of,  967,  727. 

TooBgahbie 

retom  of  eiclc  at)  116, 117. 

paesporta  to  be  iaraed  at,  100. 

stockyard  built  at,  221. 

pubUc  works  at,  in  1707,  841 ;  in  1708,  525 ;  in 

1700.  754. 
state  of  settiement  at,  02, 08, 688, 684, 740. 

Tool! 
for  Norfolk  Island,  35,  42. 
defldency  of,  at  Sydney,  177,  290. 
supply  of,  from  England,  101. 
received  by  the  BarweU  and  the  Buflidot  688. 

Towasend,  Laace  Corporal 

stationed  at  Parrsmatta,  120. 

Townoon,  Captain 
to  succeed  Lleutenant-Govemor  King  at  Norfolk 

Island,  5  (noteX 
commandant  at  Norfolk  Island,  848  and  note, 

406,  448  and  note. 
Hunter's  oomphdnt  respecting,  440, 787. 


Trauportation 
system  of  chartering  Inasports  dcfediTe^  4S. 
the  law  regarding,  112  H  aeq. 
amdioration  of  conditioa  of  convicts  during 

▼oyage,  162,  286. 
▼ictuaUing  of  ships  used  for,  28L 
oost  of,  from  1786  to  1707,  S76, 877. 

Traaaporta 
Uarqnis  ComwalUs,  4  and  note,  5snd  oete,  6and 

note,  82,  57,  00, 102  eessg. 
Sylph,  52,  56,  215,  220,  207. 
Prince  of  Wales,  52  66,  ISO,  214, 207. 
Indispensable,  57. 
Ganges,  67, 05,  07,  140  eC  se?.,  161, 230, 292, 234 

ami  note,  285. 
Britannia,  162,  168  snd  note,  214,  230, 234  snd 

note,  285,  288,  240  ee  aeg.,  284,  348  snd  note. 

857,880. 
Boddingtons,  168  and  note. 
Sttgar-csne,  168  and  note. 
Udy  Shore,  101, 108, 105,  208,  206w 
BarweU,  202,  288,  801, 886,  iSSetmf.,  484. 
Minerva,  417,  480,  520,  581  and  note. 
Friendship,  640. 
Lux  St  Ann,  640. 
Hillsborough,  700,  701. 717. 
Speedy,  723  (note). 

Trotter,  Captain 
of  the  Susan,  206. 

Trump,  Hoah 
private  in  New  South  Wales  Ck»ps,  105. 
witness  in  Marquis  CSomwallis  inquiry,  lOS. 

TnmbiiU,  Mr. 
sscond  mate  of  the  BarweU,  470. 

TvneryThemaa 

evidence  of,  oonoerning  mutiny  on  the  BuweD, 
467. 

TnroeLake 

seen  by  Bess,  817  and  note. 

Twofold  Bay 
disooversd  by  Bass,  3I0<BOteX  820. 
the  Norfolk  anchon  in,  760. 

Underwood,  Jamea 
evidence  of ,  at  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  605,  G38. 

Terior,  Biehard 
evidence  of ,  at  trial  of  Isaac  ITichols,  612. 

Tioe  Admiraltj  Court 
difficulty  in  oonvening,  106,  458. 
Foveaux  appointed  Judge  of,  447,  448. 
and  the  Barwdl  mutiny,  458  e(  je9.,  484, 404. 
decision  of ,  rr  a  Spanish  piiw,  670  and  note. 

Tineent,  Point  8t. 
passed  by  Flinders  hi  the  Norfolk,  SOL 
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Hunter  flxM  rates  of,  IM,  204,  S06. 

Walker,  The 
to  take  Porpoise's  paaseni^ers,  685  and  note, 
clothinsr  sent  by,  6S& 
weaving  implements  sent  by,  690, 
ordnance  and  ammunition  shipped  by,  657,  735. 
arrival  of,  at  New  South  Wales.  741. 

Wapehot,  Mr. 
coal-borinflr  plant  supplied  by,  649,  660,  651. 

Waratah,  The 
would  not  surrire  Toyage  to  England,  213. 
sent  by  lieutenant-Oovemor  King  to  Banks, 
214. 

War  Ofice 

See  **  Windham  "  and  "  Lewis.** 

Warrant 
to  Foveaux  as  Yice-Admirslty  Judge,  447,  448. 

Wass,  Joeepk 
e\']dence  of,  at  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  594.  604, 
626. 

Watckmeii 

See  **  Constabulao'." 

Waterkotue,  Captain 
of  the  Beliance,  237  (note), 
letter  of,  to  his  father,  287  and  note, 
his  voyage  from  the  Cape,  287. 
on  the  condition  of  the  ReUanoe,  288. 
purchase  of  a  farm  by,  2^ 
and  the  Barwell  muthiy  inquiry,  454. 
and  Judge  Advocate  Dore,  676. 
and  the  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  684,  615,  622,  623, 
624,  625,  626,  027. 

Waterkonie  Isle 
named  by  Hunter,  778. 

Water  Snpply 
to  Sydney,  10, 11,  206. 
pollution  of,  10, 11,  206, 518,  531  and  note. 

WattamoUa  ^ 

passed  by  Bass  In  his  whaleboat,  813. 

WeaTincr 
appliances  for,  334  and  note,  375,  402, 686. 
Hunter's  efforts  to  encourage,  608. 

WelMter,  wmiam 
schoolmaster  at  Norfolk  Island,  2  (note), 
salary  paid  to,  184. 

Welek,  Corporal 
and  the  Barwell  mutiny,  455. 


Waller,  WlUiam 
free  setUer,  858. 


Wellington,  Xonnt 
and  the  voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  812  (note). 

Wentwortk,  B'Arcj 
appointed  assistant  surgeon,  vice  Leeds,  44, 74. 
at  Norfolk  Island,  882. 
to  succeed  Hileham  at  Parramatta,  072. 

Weitem  Port 
discovered  by  Bass,  328. 

Whale  Piekery 
Board  of  Trade  minute  respecting,  335. 
prospects  of,  689,  741. 
whalers  as  privateers,  717. 

Wkale  Spit 
named  by  Flinders,  770  (noteX 

Wkarton,  Wm. 
second  mate  on  the  Britannia,  248,  274. 
deposition  of,  re  treatment  of  convicts,  248,  249, 
250,  351,  200. 

Wheat 

price  of,  at  Sydney,  4  and  note,  377,  401, 636. 

and  at  Norfolk  Island,  4  (note),  6  and  note,  7, 
666. 

destroyed  by  hail'Storm,  30. 

seed  of,  for  Norfolk  Island,  85. 

proflUble  harvest  of,  38, 134,  486. 666. 

issue  of,  in  lieu  of  flour,  50. 

grown  by  Macarthur,  68. 

comments  of  Macarthur  on  cultivation  of,  132. 

at  Norfolk  Island,  148, 149,  343,  409. 

seed  supplied  from  store  to  settlers  to  be  re- 
turned from  crop.  186. 

consumed  by  bush  fires,  219,  309,  614. 

three  hundred  acres  of,  sown,  221. 

consumption  of,  224. 

sent  to  Norfolk  Island  from  Sydney,  234,  239, 
409. 

reduced  issue  of,  306. 

original  issue  of,  884. 

as  ration  In  lieu  of  sugar|  362. 

supply  of,  from  India  desirable,  401. 

frauds  in  connection  with  issue  of,  408. 

and  false  measures,  406. 

area  cultivated,  452. 

crop  of,  affected  by  drought,  498  and  note,  506, 
665 

how  received  in  store,  687. 

increased  ration  of,  664  (noteX 

issued  in  lieu  of  maize,  667. 

supply  of  seed  to  Hawkesbury  settlers,  669. 

White,  Jokn 
evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  604. 

White,  Burgeon 
Balmain's  daim  for  half  his  sahuy,  48,  49  and 

note,  876. 
passenger  on  the  Dadalos,  56. 
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White,  Snrgroon 
to  niani  ai  oaoe  to  New  Sooth  Walei,  63ftiid 

note, 
or  micrnf  97. 
suooeedMl  by  BaliMhi,  191. 208. 

WilklniOA,  Wbl,  Captein 

%  member  of  the  Ooart  in  the  Barwell  mutiny 

inquiry,  454. 
and  the  Isaac  Nicholi  trial,  580. 

Wileocks,  Captain 
of  the  Lady  Sboie,  101  (iioteX 
requeeting  a  suxKeoo  be  ap|X>iDted,  100. 
action  of,  rt  unruly  aoldiexa,  206  and  note, 
and  the  mutiny,  892  et  teq.^  414. 
kiUed  by  the  muUneece,  808. 

WlUiaau,  HotM 
outlawed  oonviot,  S07. 

WilUamioii,  Jamw 
Oommi«avy«  vice  Palmer  on  leaTe,  78,  86, 137, 

168. 
prevention  of  fraud  by,  when  lesuhig  storee.  Ma 
and  Judge  Advocate  Dore,  568,  670. 
and  the  laaao  Miehola  trial,  611  (no(e> 
promiMOfy  note  of,  600. 
letter  from— 

to  Hunter,  408. 

Wiloon,  John 
outlawed  convict,  807. 

Wilson,— 
colonial  explorer,  825. 


Wi]son*t  PromontozT 
diaoovered  by  Baa,  82L 
origin  of  name  of,  326  (note). 

Wiatta«,W.  ^  ^ 

and  Oroee'B  offer  re  auguMDtatioa  oC  Nev.Scmfih 

Wales  CkNrpe,  52, 194. 198,  »5.  

notifying  embariution  of   reinforoementi  for 

NewSouth  Wales Cocps,  901. 
and  English  offenders  serving  In  New  Sooth 

Wales  Corps,  514. 

Windmills 
necessity  for,  137. 
disabled  by  convicts,  213. 
at  Sydney,  220. 
at  Parramatta,  221. 
destroyed  by  severe  storm,  670. 


Wingan  Inlet 
Bass  iMds  at,  319  (note). 

Winkworth,  Gaptdn 
inquires  into  charges  preferred 
Brock,  142. 


Wise,  Edward 
master  weaver,  492  and  note, 
advance  made  to,  748  and  note, 
drowned  on  the  voyage*  748  (note). 

Women 
female  oonviefes,  57,  «7,  102»  182,  190,  S81.  SS7, 

508,  COt%#iB  and  note. 

Young  William,  The 
despatches  by,  95, 232. 


Sydney  :  Charles  Potter,  Government  Printer.— 1805. 
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